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his fifth wife Ann Davison, and ev ry 
relative, fri nd, associate, and significant 
musician he couJd find. Filled with hilar­
ious stories about Davison' exploi 
(his nicknam "Wild Bill.. was well­
earned), th narrativ trnces th cor­
neti t's Hf quit thoroughly. It will 
prov ent rtaining and informativ even 
to readers who are not familiar with 
Davison' mu ic. There are two faults: 
Next to nothing is said about Wtld Bill' 
li~ in th 1 (h was active up until 
the nd), and no di graphy is includ-
d. But otherwi e, The Wildest One 

(ovailnblc from Av ndale I , Bo 351, 
Monkton, MD 21111) is a g m . 

Chri McGr gor wa unique. A 
white uth Afric. n pianist-camp s -
er, McGr g r I d inter- racial gr up 
in hi nativ land during th arly 
day of apartheid . H emigrated to 
Europe in 19 with the other mem-
b r of hi band, the Blue ote 
(which includ d altoi t Dudu 

Pukwana, trumpeter Mong zi Fcza, 

ba i t johnny Dyani, and drummer 
Loui Moholo), and lat r led an 

books 

unu. ual big band called the 

Brotherhood of Br ath up until his 
premature d ath in 19 0. McGregor 
had a r p ct for th jazz tradition 
along with th d ir to combine hi 
South African folk h ritag with 
a peels of avant -gard jazz. Hi wif 
Maxine McGregor' definitive book, 
Chris McGregor & Tile Brotlu•rlwod of 
Breath (Bamberg r Book , 260 page ), 
i at its mo t e citing when it discu s ­
es th r markable danger that 
McGregor and hi mu ician bra ed 
on a daily ba i. whil trying imply 
(and ap litically) to create mu ic in 
early-'60 South Africa . One breathes 
a igh of reli f wh n, after much red 
tap and om f ul -up , McGregor 
and hi play rs finally e cape to 
Europe. How ver, the g n ral apathy 
that they faced from th European 
jazz communi , coupled with the 
early death of all th mu icians e cept 
for Moholo, mad th group' 

European year le of a---uccc than 
the musician had hoped. As the 
discography that clo the book 
show , non of Chris McGregor's 
music has yet b n made readily 
available in th U.S. But his important 
story awaits a good read. (Available 
from Bamberg r Boo , P.O . B x 1126, 
Flmt, Ml48501 -112 .) 


