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rl'U-lEI-Itr u't'rc lew empty piaces in the 1,700-seatei' Citl' I{ul}
ll- wircrr " King Kong " opened its Durban season iast nigl^{

The large a,udience had been at.tracted i:y news which had ' 
\'

ceded the show; if its success in Durban depends on flrst.' )
acclaim, then it is alreaciy assured, ;' i

The curtain rose on as diffi- 
1

cr.llt an audience as conld be I

itrragined: peopie for the most 
I

l)elt unfan)iliar wilh lite in thei
leerning African townships of l

Joirrnncsbrrlg: peof,le plobablv'
iy-nolir nt of the rarr', vi|iie crrl-
tnre u.hich is being evolved in
the shanties there. 

I

.Fcrv corrld have left the hall 
iura\va|e of having been lorrchcd

by an expression of the irresis-
titte aspii'ations of a race
errrerging ,r l ont the rnelting Irot
of civilisati0n.

The storv of the true-1ife King
Iiong, r,r,hich inspired the pro-
drrt'lion ol this jazz oytera, is
overshadowed by music rvhich
at times approaches gr.eatness.
It r,anges from witd, strident
jazz to treautlfullv harmonisecl
spiritnais, reaching probabty its
highest rnornent tou,ards the enil
x'hen I{ing I{ong, mana.cled but,
slili defiant, sings of his doun'r-
fa1l a.s a chorus of policemen
tolI an obligato of doom.

EIIS I'EAI{
When the story 6ps.r Kir*

Iiong is a,pploaching the peak
of hls reno\lrn anlong the in-
ha bitants of the tor.r,nshio. A
giant of n rt3un, he is a borer
f'rr \\ l:o,t] a frtlur.e ovorsr,as is
pledictecl. I{e su.aggers throug;h
the strects a.nd shebeens, idol-
isecl b)r the rvonten ancl follou.eci
by a crorrd of svcophant_s.

Bnt in a bi'anl he l<ilis a. 1'nan
and waits for rnonths l'or his tr,ial
trnd acqrrili_al. \r/hen hr: comesl
bach to the tos,nsirip the fickle
cror.d -ilclnding his girl have
forsaken hin,.

|lis fa.li froln t.he pinnacle o{
atltriation i5 sq:ift. H.e is beal.en
in a boxing rr. a.tch, Lhe cr:orl,cl
casts scorn r;n Jtim, hc lung es
about rr;'l in llis fi.cltzv liii.s hi.i
g iri.

PI].[-SAT]IN(i
This is the roLrgh, primitive

srrlff ul rr hlr.lr l)lo opor,:t is
folgecl. It is F;jven pulsa.Ling life
bv a c:lsrt of sur:prising talent.
Nilthan i.Ic'lier'llr,; as I{ing Kong,
Miriarr \tab.'ka rs his girl Jor',.o,
and Joseph llfogotsi as l,ucky,
Lhe n'ra.l rvho conl.rives his ruin,
head Lhe company.

Backed 1,,.y a dozen others,
thev meet the chailenge of the
mlisic to which the story is set,
the5, i1r1""r.r,"t \viiir abil.redon the
fine choreography. At times their
voices are lost in the ilavernous
rea,ches of the Citv Hall.

There are occasions when the
iighting effects are fussv and
distra,cting.

But t-hese things cannot detract
from Lhe excellence of a show
rvl-ri.ch is certa,inly of national-
antl ivill probu.tilv prove of inter-
nation al-st'.ancla.rd.

C.B.


