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S AC shuts paper down 
~University of Natal SRC president says there is no need for media in society and that newspapers spread lies. 

by Prativa Govender 

he University of Natal SRC president Grant Heslop has 
closed down the Dome student newspaper allegedly saying, 
"There is no need for media in society. Newspapers spread 

lies. They create disillusionment amongst people. That is one of the 
reasons why I shut down the Dome." , 

Heslop said the newspaper, an SRC society, was inefficient and 
served no purpose on campus. He accused staff of being unethical 
when it made a deal with the Drakensburg Lodge to hold a training 
workshop in exchange for free advertising in the paper. The newspa­
per had also incurred an exorbitant telephone bill last year. 

SRC vice president Thirosha Naidoo said the paper was riddled 
with mistakes and the quality of reporting was appalling. The staff 
has apologised for mistakes made and has since revised some of its 
policies. The paper's budget has been frozen, making it impossible 

for journalists to print any more issues. 
Staff members believe the closure is a personal vendetta by 

Heslop. On 18 June last year, Heslop had a verbal disagreement with 
layout editor Sholair Govender. After the argument, Heslop allegedly 
·changed the locks of the office and fitted in a new yale. Heslop has 
denied the allegation. 

Rumours are circulating .on campus that the paper was shut down 
because the SRC treasurer had failed to adequately budget for the 
year and decided to tap into the newspaper's fupds in order to bal­
ance their books. Many SRC members did not appro¥e of the paper 
because it had exposed corruption within the SRC. 

Dr Devi Rajab, Dean of Students, allegedly told the Dome editor 
that he was too busy to attend to the matter and would look into it 
later. Up u~til now, university officials have taken no clear action. 

Dome newspaper, established in 1939, played a pivotal role during 
the Apartheid era. Its non-conformist and revolutionary ideas saw it 

branded as controversial and part of the alternative press. After 
Apartheid, the newspaper was a platform for students to voice their 
opinions and stay informed about university-related issues. Up until 
its closure, the Dome had been the single mass medium of communi­
cation between students. 
• Pravita Govendor is the editor of the Dome newspaper. 

• At the time of going to print, the official University of Natal (Durban) 
website states: Two periodicals are published by students themselves. 
These are Dome at Durban and Nux at Pietermaritzburg. The offices of 
the newspapers are based in the Student Union buildings. 

• The SRC website states that the Dome is the official, independent, 
student-run newspaper of UND. It teaches students skills as diverse as 
writing, subbing, advertising, marketing and public relations. A must for 
any prospective journalist or anyone interested in media. 
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No more car guards or 
parking meters 

courtesy East Cape News 

ar guards and parking meters may 
soon be a thing of the past (f 
n~gotiations between the Makana 

Municipality and Gauteng-based company 
Diversified Parking Systems (DPS) are suc­
cessfuL 

Trained security guards armed with , 
computerised handsets will replace the old 
parking meter system. The handsets will 
be linked to the company's own central 
control centre, the local traffic department 
and the South African Police Service 
(SAPS). 

Every time a motorist parks his or her 
vehicle in a parking bay, the registration 
number is punched into the handheld set. 
When the motorist is ready to leave, the 
duration of time the vehicle was p~ked is 

calculated, and the fee is handed over to 
the guard. 

Because the set is linked to the traffic 
department and the SAPS, outstanding 
traffic fines and stolen vehicles will be reg­
istered on the spot. 

The system is expected to provide work 
for 40 people. All guards must have a good 
command of English. They must not have a 
criminal record and will be trained as 
information officials. 

The system is already in place in 18 
towns and cities around the country. 
Grahamstown will be the second Eastern 
Cape town to implement the system. It is 
already up and running in Queenstown. 

Danie van Rensburg, DPS regional m.an­
ager, said that a five-year contract had 
already been drawn up, but negotiations 
were still taking place. 

Rhodes television students ' w1n 
courtesy Rhodes Communication 
department 

Kai Lossgott, Ntebo Rajuili, Cat 
Pritchard and Darren-jay Hart were 
the top entry in the student category 
of the annual South African Guild of 
Editors (SAGE) Awards last week. 

Their music video 'What Went 
Wrong', from Queenstown-based 
rock duo 'Smile', showed the loss of 
childhood innocence through the 
game Hide and Seek. It showed how 

adults tend to lose sight of the simple 
and important things once appreciat­
ed in childhood. 

The multiple video layers and tex­
turising of images were used to cre­
ate an impression of movement and 
change. 

"What is the myth of childhood, 
after all, without silence and secrets? 
If our work is all that remains of us, 
then film is the perfect medium for 
freezing our memories," said editor 
Kai Lossgott. 

The video was produced under the 
guidance of visiting music video direc­
tor Jonathan Timm of Logos 
Productions, a company that pro­
duces music videos for South African 
stars like Arthur, Abashante and 
IshmaeL The video was also broad­
cast on sat~llite channel KykNet's 
youth music programme 'Smelt'. 

The award is particularly significant 
as membership of SAGE is by invita­
tion only for those with more than 
five years editing experience. 

award 

The Juic-e, Snack 
and Coffee Bar WALLACE'S 

Come in and try our ~ 
famous jumbo rolls and · 
vegan eats. Aloe Ferox 
products .for health and 
skin also available. 

PHARMACY 
PEPPER GROVE MALL 

AFRICAN STREET 
GRAHAMSTOWN 

1 05 High Street 046-6224479 The 'student-friendly' pharmacy. 

'Circles of support' 
Hotline (toll free) 

0860 222 777 

Khomanani. 
\ Government & Activate, 

caring together. 

Student accounts gladly opened 
1 Oo/o discount on presentation of 

student card. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Rocki·ng · 0-week 
by Hil.ton Tarrant 

ampus radio station Rhodes Music Radio 
(RMR) looks set to take students by 
surprise this orientation week. Their 

broadcasting schedule kicks off on 8 February, 
and RMR's main aim this year is to brand itself 
to its listeners. 

"This is the first time that RMR is directly 
(and actively) targeting new students," says 
Steve Giles, one of the co-ordinators of their 
0 -week campaign. "We want to reach out to 
our audience, and let them experience campus 
radio at its greatest". 

RMR differs from other (commercial) stations 
(such as Highveld Stereo, and Metro FM), in 
that students produce all the on-air shows, and 
manage the station. 

" It is this departure from conformity and run­
of-the-mill expectations that allows RMR to be a 
valuable platform for expression," continues 
Giles. 

advertorial 

He adds that RMR wants to change the ~er" 

ception students have of radio. "We're gonna 
break boarders, and you can expect to hear 
almost every genre of music on RMR. Rhodes 
Music Radio is a youth station hell-bent on deliv­
ering a diferent flavour to its audience"-. 

"Plus, its a lot easier to phone in to RMR," he 
jokes. 

Humour aside, the station is also embarking 
on a series of outreach programmes throughout 
2003. 

Andrew D'Ercole, current Volunteer Co-ordi­
nator at the station lists events such training 
workshops for local youth, the sourcing of new, 
raw talent, and a school radio drama competi­
tion. "With the radio dramas, we want to 
involve the local high schools. This means that 
they will have a chance to produce a short play 
in radio format, " continues D'Ercole. 

Aside from these·initiatives throughout the 
year, RMR is also hosting a number of functions 
during-this orientation week. 

It's a sociological, cricketing phenomenon 

"Our big event is the 'Rebellion' bands 
evening, " says Giles. "Basically, we have five acts 
(Nemesis, Cypher, TNG, Arcane, Eve'n Me) live 
in Grahamstown for one night." 

The 'Rebellion' evening will be hosted in con­
junction with the SRC on I 3 February in the 
Great Hall (Rumour has it that part-time stand­
up comic, Tash Joseph -.yill be MC-ing the 
event.) 

The other big event is the 'Splash-out' pool 
party planned for Saturday LS February. The 

~SRC and Rotaract are assisting RMR with this 
venture. 

In addition to these plans, RMR will attempt 
to be "just about everywhere you go," says 
Mike Smurthwaite, current Station Manager. 
"RMR will be in your face, our team will essen­
tially be one huge walking billboard". 

• At the time of going to print, RMR hos almost 
completed their first project of the year: a studio 
up-grade and revamp. 

Rhodes chills at the SuperSpar! 
by B ackya rd 

olitics, science, cricket, drama, business, 
music, media, issues, Aids, sex, environ­
ment, war, peace, poverty, power ... 

Hi'zit first years! 
It's thrilling to start your campus life - but 

campus in African Street. 
_Owners Mark and Gill Shelton and Jon and 

Ronel Campbell have children who have gone -
or will go - to Rhodes. They are involved. 

They have been thinking about your arrival 
for weeks and h,ave b1,1ilt up a pile of things you 
need and like. 

also strange and daunt- You'll find a wide range of ket~ 
ing. ties, plugs, irons, toiletries, sta-

There's culture shock tionery, sweets, magazines. cricket 
aplenty here - thou- balls - all the little start-up items 
sands of high-powered and more that you will need to 
people just like you, all help you settle into your new res 
with their own colourful room or digs. 
styles, language, history, You have also arrived weeks 
attitude and views on f a ter the store has been massively 
cricket. revamped, especially its hot food 

One thing will remain deli which provides a range of nosh 
constant on this buzzing students really love. 

intellectual frontier Backyard asked m_anager Douw 
called Rhodes - the Potgieter what students like; here 
Pepper Grove is your list: fish and chips, whole-
SuperSpar. wheat health rolls, pies, pizza 

It's a chic, slick store slices, fresh diced fruit and a stun-
which thinks you are ning range of ready-to-eat salads 
cool! ~~~~~P£~~~~~~-_j (and cricket!) 

'Strue. Ask any of those still-to-pitch second Tassies is also the cheapest in town. 
and third years about " the SuperSpar". The nicest thing about the SuperSpar is the 

For many Rhodes students and academics, service _ you will notice a lot of SuperSpar pea-
the SuperSpar provides a home-from-home pie in the shop. 

shopping experience. They will smile and immediately help you. 
It's a special, locally-owned store just off That's how the store has been created for you, 

the valued customer. 
Ag, but in a day or two, you won't have time 

to play this game - you will be too busy chat­
ting to your friends. 

That's because the SuperSpar is where 
everyot;~e just goes to meet each other in a chill , 
environment! 

It's a standing joke, but in Grahamstown, 
people h.ang out at the SuperSpar. 

In fact, one SuperSpar source, laughed and 
said one reason why all the Rhodes guys come 
to the shop is because it's where all the Rhodes 
women go to shop! 

So welcome to the coolest shop around. 
We look forward to being 

with you for the next exciting 
years ahead. Erm, and don't for­
get the cricket ... 

Check ya! 

-Backyard Media 082 569 1167 
(backyard@ecn.co.za) 

Some SuperSpar ground RULES OK! 
• Please talk to us! 
• Ask us for items you can't find -- we will get 
them for you · 
• Look out for our student lucky draws and 
promotions · 
• Get the latest SuperSpar news in every issue 
of Activate 
• Work hard and have a total JOL! 

We welcome a I I and new students to 

0-week line-L:Jp 
• 6-9am : AM Mayhem 

OJ Spit will take the lead in this original, off-the­
wall morning show. Designed to 'wake-up' stu­
dents daily, roving reporters will be rather uncon­
ventional in their exploits. News, sport, weather 
and event coverage will also be included. 
• 9-12midday : Brunch with Lil' Jo 

Join this distinctive, fun-filled mid-morning show 
where you get to send your dedications live on air. 
• 12~3pm : Live Kulcha 

Its all about culture in the lunch show. Hayley 
and Linda will bring you an eclectic mix of hiphop, 
punk and fusion music. 
• 3-6pm : Its all about the music 

Drive-time means fast-pace. Action, excitement 
and more will be on offer every single afternoon 
on RMR. The biggest hits and interviews with 
musicians will keep you entertained well into the 
evening. 
• 6-9pm : The Chill Zone with Drizzles & T-Boz 

RMR's 'chill' show will guide you into your night 
out. Its focus will be on gigs, happenings, and 
reviews of places to go out to enjoy yourself. 
• 9-12midnight : Late-night Radio 

Its all about the music on the late-night show. 
R&B, hiphop; kwaito, house and more ... 
• 12-6am · 

Non-stop music 

Anti-Apathetica 
Jane Crywagen's insightful fortnight­
ly column can be found on pg II of 
this edition of Activate. 

February Specials 
All cellphone 
cards sold 
over the 
counter will 
be discount­
ed by Rl for 
February 
2003 

lassies 750ml 
R8,99 

Grahamstown 

epper Grov SUPERSPAR 
We're always priced right. 

layout Hilton Tarrant 
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Dis-orientation week 
tA second year re-lives last year's 0-week experience and realises that this year's won't be any different. 

by Sarah Duffett 

-week? It's not that I was constantly wasted and everything's a 
blur (well , maybe some of it is), it's just so much happened that 
the events of that week seem to have been condensed into one 

vague memory. A year has gone by since I first stepped into my bare 
room, so it took much effort and loads of caffeine to come up with a 
sketchy outline of what '0-week' entailed. 

So you've been through that ghastly first day: standing in long queues 
feeling inadequate because everyone else seems to know their student 
numbers off-by-heart, while you have to scramble through the mountain 
of papers you've brought with you. There's that awful picture they take of 
your tired and puffy face (which is going to be on your student card for 
the rest of the year) . Count yourself blessed if you didn't have the ·photog­
raphers I had, who made me laugh and look sid~ways whilst taking the 
picture. For the whole of first year I looked like some deranged 
Mongolian monster. 

But that isn't the worst part is it? Welcome to res. Hopefully you are 
one of the special few who managed to get into a residence that didn't 
make you cry upon ent ry. It's not the fact that your new room symbolises 
a complete break from your parents (the only tears you cry here are tears 
of joy) it's the room itself. When I arrived, I was about as excited as a dog 
before a walk. When I stepped in'to the drab, hospital-like corridors of my 
res, I felt a little less light-hearted. When I was taken to my room and my 
door had to be forced open thanks to the mass of masking tape that 
seemed to act as a seal, I started to worry. 

Then came the colour scheme. A brown cupboard, brown bookshelf, 
brown desk, brown side table, brown bed, brown curtains, brown skirt­
ing, brown dustbin, brown floor and much to my delight, a change of 
colour- a nauseating green mat. In short: Hell. The extensive burglar bars 
across my second floor windows (in case I decided to jump?) did nothing 
to help my mood. 

1 

By now, two or three days have gone past and you all will have tasted 
res food. All I can say is don't worry, your guts will soon get used to it. 
However, if mommy offers to buy you a great green box of lmodium "just 
in case", take it! Here's a little hint, butter is an excellent substitute for 
uninteresting dinnertime conversation. I~ fact, butter-moulding has 
become quite an art. I once watched a guy carve a, chunk of butter into a 
Stegosaurus. Also beware of the peanut butter and syrup. It has a tenden­
cy to clog the arteries with its cement-like consistency. 

Another memorable 0-week moment was when the guys' res idences 
performed hilarious serenades at the crack of dawn __:_ how very unfortu­
nate! The guys staggered over to the girls' residences looking li ke they 
had been dragged through the bush backwards and sounding like they'd 
recently undergone serious voice box surgery. They were seriously hung­
over,, but I admit, they provided excellent early morning entertainment! 

Then there was the Talent Show, where each residence performed 
some bizarre sort of dance similar to the mating ritual of the South 
American spotted pond leech. But it's all a load of fun. No one cared who 
won, and by the end of it all, I had made more good friends . 

The dry mouth, headache, blurred vision and serious case of the jitters 
were not great accompaniments to the fabulous tour of campus, or for 
the many introductions to the courses offered by the University. I have lit­
tle memory (not surprisingly) of any of these, except there was not 
enough chairs -so an acquaintance and I innovatively fetched a bench 
from elsewhere in the building (upon which I promptly fell asleep). 

For all the girls out there, you are considered 'fresh meat'. When 
you're told to avoid the jocks in the Union during the first week, listen . 
The numerous warnings about Rhodes boys putting on a full year's worth 
of charm in these first few days are no joke. 

Worry not however, because after about a case of quarts, they're back 
to their usual slurring, burping, bush-diving selves and provided you 've 
been metering out the wine with a glass or two of water (thanks fo r the 
advice mom), you ' ll soon be able to make a well informed decision 
regarding the local. . . urn . . . talent. 

And when you are given your "this is a condom and this is a banana" 
talk, pay attention! And as Tor the boys - sorry, young men - especially 
those of you with soft locks an_<;IJ]lnocent eyes: corruption is just around 
the corner and she's wearing a short skirt. · 
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Grahamstown is pretty damn good 
~ So it feels like you've been dumped in a dead town- think again. 
by Toni Ackermann 

rahamstown is a minuscule place barely big enough to be 
classed a village. Your parents sent you here to get an edu­
cation of some sort. It is summer, hot and humid. As ,far as 

you can see, there's not a decent looking member of the opposite 
sex anywhere in sight. You sigh and think you're doomed. Dragging 
your feet and pouting your bottom lip like a two year old , you won­
der how on earth you are going to make it through an entire year in 

. this forgotten little town. 
It is not as bad as you think. Grahamstown is definitely small -

there's just no denying that- but it has a vibrant life all of its own as 
well as many interesting idiosyncrasies . It is an old town and many of 
its buildings have been declared national monuments. If you amble 
along High Street you w ill come to the Anglican Cathedral -well 
over a century old and one of Grahamstown's most beautiful treas­
ures. 

Grahamstown's 'wide and busy' streets are always lined with 
hawkers and vendors selling vegetables, handbags, hacky sacks and 
gold bracelets. One vendor in particular, the cigarette lighter sales­
man, strolls up and down High Street merrily singing his catchy tune. 
Oblivious to the frenzied shoppers who pass him by, he peddles his 
wares to anyone interested . 

One thing you must have noticed by now is the astonishing num­
ber of donkey carts and goats that stroll along the streets. A word of 
advice: don't even bother trying to dodge them, they will only chase 
after you, especially the goats, bleating and baa-ing, looking for 
something tasty to munch. Jokes aside, donkeys are very important 
here. There's even a donkey carnival held each year, where donkey 
carts are decorated and paraded through town. 

If it is not donkeys on the roads, it could quite possibly be a few 
oddly decorated cars. The most inter­
esting probably being the small, bright 
red Golf, which sports a trendy pair of 
antlers strapped dead centre between 
the headlights. O r perhaps it is the small 
red Mini with the Union Jack proudly 
painted on its roof. joburg has taxis, the 
desert has camels and Grahamstown has 
dinky, ingeniously adorned automobiles. 
If you're not careful, your snazzy new 
Corsa might just get a'facelift, courtesy 
of a university residence that shall 
remain nameless! 

So you've had your tour of campus 
and you've packed mom and dad off to 
that delightful little B&B. It is now time 
for a night out on the 'big' town. You've 
been introduced to Friar Tucks and the 
Rat and Parrot and have thoroughly 
enjoyed yourself. It is 2am and the party 

Legends. 
famous for 
their scrump­
tious Oreo 
whizzes. is 
next on the 
'where to go 
to get food 
at ridiculous 
hours' list. 

has died down. All that remains of the night's devilish debauchery are 
randomly strewn, lipstick-stained cigarette butts and tequila­
drenched shot glasses. You stumble out the door, tripping over 
unconscious Smuts boys along the way. Your stomach is growling 
ferociously and you are in dire need of a drink that does not contain 
alcohol of any sort. There's only one solution, and your exhausted 
body is telling you to gq to Mr Burger on New Street. 

For a while, Mr Burger was a great place to pick up someone of 
the desired sex, mainly because almost everybody stopped here at 
some point or other during their unforgettable, albeit blurry night of 
corny pick-up lines and cheap booze. But now there are two burger 
hotspots for those Rhodents who like to stay.out way past the 
bewitching hour. Legends, famous for their scrumptious Oreo 
whizzes, is next on the 'where to go to get food at ridiculous hours' 
list. 

And let's not forget the marvellously convenient BP. This is one 
service station no Rhodent could live without. By this time of year, 
most of us are well aware that it is open all night and cherish every 
morsel we buy there. If you've been in the jac labs for a good few 
hours; grafting, frantically typing out an essay (due in at 08:00 yester­
day morning no doubt) and almost freezing to death, anything 

bought at BP is like your grandmother's best cooking and is 
devoured with rabid enthusiasm. 

Moving swiftly on, a totally boring and-unexhilarating Sunday after­
noon arises (and you will encounter many of these during your 'sen­
tence' here) . You are hanging like a dog from the debaucherous jol 
you subjected your pitiful body to the night before (these too, will be 
encountered in their dozens) and then realise exactly what it is you 
need - a large box of popcorn from the Roxbury Theatre. Now this 

may sound bizarre, but it is indeed a very good cure! You may be 
frowned at by the guy at the tills , b.ut that's a small price to pay for 
the relief those golden kernels will undoubtedly bring you . 

So you may think you've been dumped in the middle of nowhere 
and left to rot, but Grahamstown has many eccentricities that one 
can and should proudly brag about. In any case, if all other positive 
thinking fails , ask yourself this and be grateful : what if Grahamstown 
was much smaller- then where would we be? 
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• • ree un1vers-1 
ers 

by Tom Mapham 

hree years ago, Lulama Ntozini faced unemploy­
ment despite being one of the top matriculants in 
the Eastern Cape. When Lulama was 'found' by 

CIDA (Community and Individual Development 
Association) selectors in his home village of Ugie, he was 
offered a chance to make use of his talent. He says, "I 've 
been given the opportunity and the responsibility to devel­
op to my full potential. CIDA has taught me to manage 
myself so that I will be able to, one day, manage others. I 
am proud to be part of a new generation of leaders that 
will build this nation." 

CIDA provides a fully accredited Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree, grooming its students to become 
employers rather than employees. Plans are already 
underway to replicate CIDA around the country. 

CIDA chief executive Taddy Blecher recently held a 
public meeting in Port Elizabeth to gather support for 
CIDA and to propose the development of a similar institu­
tion in the city. 

Since then, MEC for .education in the Eastern Cape 

Stone Sizane has been working with Blecher on plans to 
·' incorporate CIDA's entrepreneurship courses into high 

school programs. 
Sizane aims to promote self-employment by introducing 

students to entrepreneurship principles and equipping 
them with the necessary business skills to put their ideas 
into practice. Suitable courses will be taken from the 
University's accredited four-year Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree. 

President Mbeki has taken an interest in CIDA, using its 
example in Parliament oR numerous occasions. He 
referred to it in his budget speech as "an important inno­
vation to help end the marginalisation of the majority of 
South Africans" . 

The very low cost of a degree at CIDA makes it u'nique. 
The real cost of tuition (R I 0 000 for the full four year 
degree) is I 0% of that at any other tertiary institution in 
South Africa. 1 

Students actually run the campus; taking care of every­
thing from administrative work to computer maintenance; 
manning the switchboard and even cooking. Apart from 
cutting costs, this develops a sense of pride and apprecia-

tion in the students. 
Research conducted by the Human Science Research 

Council found CIDA students to be significantly more pos­
itive about their own institution than students at many 
other universities in the country. While only IS% of stu­
dents at tertiary institutions in South Africa last long 
enough to earn their degree or diploma, CIDA boasts a 
75% success rate. A large part of CIDA's success so far 
has been due to the incredible support it has enjoyed from 
the private sector and educational institutions. Blecher has 
dedicated himself to encouraging these people to share 
their skills and resources with CIDA. 

The World Economic Forum recently honoured him 
with a Global Leader for Tomorrow Award, awarded to 
only I 00 people world-wide. President Mbeki has 
described him as one of "many individuals that are selfless­
ly contributing to the development of their fellow South 
Africans, and (who) through their innovation and creative 
approaches give us much-desired leadership" . Gugulethu 
Kubeka, a first year student at CIDA, said , "Taddy Blecher 
is incredible. When he talks, you think 'I want to be exact­
ly like that guy."' 



T
he first single from the highly anticipated Expressions - Words 
Unlimited compilation CD is out. The single is called 'Wonderful' and 
is by a hip-hop outfit from Soweto called H20. The track has ground­

breaking potential: it samples old school jazz vocals, rides on a hip-hop 
beat and is delivered in isiZulu. Sounds outrageous? That's probably the 
point. H20 elevates mind states v_vith this tune, which is as inspirational as 
it is infectious. 

Expresssions is a collection of MCs, singers, poets and producers who 
got together to simply 'express themselves through music and words'. 

Expressions will hit .the stores towards the end of March and is being 
released by Outrageous Records. 

The CD features 16 tracks from the country's finest wordsmiths who 
have made an impact at various underground scenes. And yet, with such a 
far and wide-reaching base of talent, this album maintains uniform varia­
tion - its sole intention being the coming together of rappers, singers, 
poets. 

Dzino, executive producer of this project, explains, "There are so many 
talented artists out there who just want to be heard, so we gave them a 
platform on Expressions. We provided the beats and studio time. All they 
had to do was come through and do their thing." 

That 'thing' shaped mostly under the creative supervision of hot up-and­
coming producer, Tongogara, is comprised partly of: 'Expressions' -a play­
ful soul number from Pebbles; Selwyn's club banger 'Ejozi' (featuring Amu 
and Wikid); yet another lyrical onslaught of true mastery from Rhodes 
graduate Zubz in 'Multiple Choice'; and seductive poetry on 'I Like it Deep 
Sometimes' from new-comer Lebogang Mashile. 

The CD also includes new music from Skwatta Kamp, Pro-verb, Tumi, 
Optical Illusion, The Originz, Spex and many others. 
• Hear the first single, 'Its Wonderful' blazing up the charts ,on the RMR 

, Top 30- every Saturday between 16:00 and 19:00 on 89.7fm stereo. 

Following four hits on Rhodes Music Radio and Sfm (as well as other 
radio stations); extensive sold out tours and a top selling album; Perez 
have indeed broken up. · , 
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The band's management and record label, Sovereign Entertainment, 
wishes each member all the success in the future and supports their deci­
sion. The band will be performing around the country during March 2003 
for one last time. 

Catch Perez in Durban, Sandton, Bloemfontein, Stellenbosch and Cape 
Town. The band will also be performing in Grahamstown on 13 March 
2003 at De Tap Huijs. · 

R
hodes University's 
unoffiCial stand­
up society, Prof. 

Pickles, returns in 
2003. The 1st show . 
will be on Monday 1 0. 
February at 19:45 in 
the Union (Student 
Union Building) 

Featuring: 
• Colin Moss (of 'Fear 

Factor' fame) 
• Dave Levinsohn (the 
M-Web guy) 
• Paul Snodgrass 

Plus G-town comics: 
• Chris La Rose 
• Tash Joseph 
• Sam Donkin 
• Tom Shone 

. • Jill Ambrose 
Free entrance to all! 

2 0 0 3·· 

Fancy yourself a writer? 
Write part-time reveiws of CDs, movies, 

concerts, music, lV - hell, whatever. 
e-mail: hiltontarrant@ananzi.co.za for more info. 



-@~--arts and culture-----------------------

Art right on your 
doorstep 
by Haru Mutasa 

.. <·~ rinning from ear to ear arid giggling hysterically at 
a comment made by a customer, Sylvia 
Ndwayana (47), Julia Zweni (42) and Gladys 

Funza (56) sit under Drostdy Arch and sell their exquisite 
wares. 

They belong to the Masithandene Women's Group 
which mobilizes women in the community to empower 
themselves financially using the skills they have. 

"I started making beads and baskets when I was a little 
girl," says Sylvia from Joza township, "I used to sit down 
with my mother and grandmother and we would make 
things to sell." 

Sylvia sells mainly bracelets, llecklaces, pendants, 
woolen hats and handbags. Her prices are reasonable. A 
pendant costs RS while the most expensive item on dis­
play, a blue-bead Xhosa necklace, costs RISO. 

Julia and Gladys sell the same items as Sylvia and they 
too picked up the skill from their mothers. 

"The paper bins and plates are lovely," says Gladys, "I 
did the decorations by myself. It~ is just flour and glue and 
paint." 

The women make most of their products whilst waiting 
for customers. 

"It's the girls mainly who buy from us, but we do get 
some boys too," says Julia smiling, "There is lots to buy 
here. Even if you do not want to buy come and have a 
look anyway." 

are 
members of the Masithandene Women's 
09:00 and only leave after 18:00. 

Gladys Funza, 
They start work every day at 

Crafts on offer outside 
the Drostdy Arch 

Traditional Xhosa crafts will brighten up your 
drab res room. Clockwise (from above): a colour­
ful handbag made from recycled plastic; a paint­
ed paper mache dustbin; a hand-crafted wooden 
pot: a stylish plastic wide-brim hat (to protect 
you from the harsh Grahamstown sun). 

pies Chris Czyplonka 

Next Activate-

"""'""' ' What about Africa? 

Out· 26 February 

PeppetGtove Mall qust next to SupetSpat) 

Mon~qy- Sqtut~qy: 8qm to 10:30pm 
Sun~qy: 8qm to 3pm 

GREAT SMOOTHIES, DECADENT CAKES, 
GOURMET SANDWICHES, 

THAI STI RFRI ES & DAILY SPECIALS 



-------""""'------------------african affairs---

lvorian people under 
threat of famine 
by Christopher Scott 

§Nh United Nations Humanitarian Envoy headed by 
AtCWh Carolyn McAskie_ has urged the lvorian govern­

LW';''liifi ment to provide relief for refugees in the country. 
An estimated 1, 1 million lvorians have been displaced 

by violence and fighting that has coptinued after the 
September coup attempt by rebel oppositional forces. 
McAskie reminded the government of its responsibility to 
protect its civilians and said the UN had sufficient capabili­
ties to cover· only a small portion of the country. 

Many refugees who fled their homes are suffering from 
malnutrition which may quickly turn, as it has in some 
cases, to famine. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) in conjunction with 
the Food and Agricultural Organisation have embarked on 
a joint 'Food Security Assessment' to establish more long­
term future needs within the country. 

The WFP has also been carrying out small-scale feeding 
plans in the Bouake province where 25 000 malnourished 
children below the age of six will be given balanced diets 
while the 900 most vulnerable families will also be fed . 

The current unstable conditions in the Ivory Coast coin­
cide with massive famines in Ethiopia, Somalia, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Mozambique. 

Lives of disabled persons 
improved in Zimbabwe 

are 

by Christopher Scott 

The Zimbabwean government has passed 
a legislation aimed at "improving the social 
and economic status of disabled persons 

within the society ". 
The Disabled Persons Act will be imple­

mented and overseen through a National 
Disability Board headed by the Minister of 
Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare. 

Social implications of the act include the 
provision of education and employment to 
physically or mentally handicapped per­
sons, to prevent discrimination against dis­
abled persons, to develop money making 
schemes to benefit unemployed disabled 
persons and to s~cure the establishment of 
rehabilitation and employment centers in 

an effort to benefit the welfare of disabled 
persons. 

The act comes at a time when drastic 
economic conditions and severe drought 
have had adverse effects on the popula­

tion. 
The government is currently securing 

orthopedic equipment and dispatching staff 
to various existing rehabilitation centers. 

In addition, no social amenities or prem­
ises - whether publicly or privately owned 
- shall under the provision of the act 
remain physically or structurally inaccessi­
ble to disabled persons. 

Heavy fines or lengthy jail terms await 
members of the public who blatantly disre­
gard the humane principles set out in the 
act. , 
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~niglft's 
M A N 62 High Street 

(just before Clicks) 
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a Jeep SDVII!I 

ee-ror~o w.;us .Lee 
Lots of ope-n-ing specials ... 

!iURF. LEI!iUREWEAR & §PORT 

@ Peppergrove Mall 
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·Farewell to a legend 
Montgomery Cooper 
Obituary 

Monty Cooper will always be 
remembered with a camera over 
his shoulder, a naughty grin on 

his face, his black attire and a thirst for the 
perfect frame captured by a click. 

Cooper passed away on 4 January 2003 
after contracting cerebral malaria in 
Mozambique. 

Students and staff are shocked by the 
suddenness of his death condolences have 
been pouring into the Journalism 
Department from students, colleagues, 
peers and friends from all over the world. 

He trained at Rhodes University and 
began his professional career in the mid 
70's as press photographer for The Cape 
Times, simultaneously running a profession­
al photographic studio in Cape Town. He 
moved to Zimbabwe where he taught at 
the Commercial College and later the 
Phoenix College from 1983 and subedited 
the Harare Herald. His children Jade, · 
Ashley, Tammy and Timothy were born 
and 'Dad' was always the title he was the 
most proud of. 

In 1993 he joined Journalism and Media 
Studies at Rhodes University, establishing 
the leading photojournalism training facility 
in South Africa. His charismatic personality 
allowed him to make many friends in his 
travels across the globe - always taking 
pictures along the way. 

His toughest assignment was probably 
the 1996 South African Expedition to 
Mount Everest. 

Monty trained countless students and 
working journalists in ethics, photojournal­
ism, digital photography and web page 
development. He has published six photo­
graphic books, two novellas, four children's 
books and mounted seven photographic 
exhibitions. 

Monty would have been delighted to see 
how many people cared, and the 
Department of Journalism and Media 
Studies hopes to continue the work he did, 
as well as giving opportunities for learning 
to others through the bursary fund w hich 
has been started in his name. 

• Further details about making a donation to 
the Monty Cooper Bursary Fund can be 
obtained from Corinne: c.know/es@ru.ac.za 

E T 

We specialise in: 

Full colour & commercial printing 

. Colour & Black & White Photocopying 

Laminating 

· Ringbinding 

Labels 

E 
PHARMOR FOR YOUR MONEY! 

Welcomes all new Rhodes students. 
We wish you a happy and successful 2003 at Rhodes ·University! 

ONE HOUR PHOTO LAB • Drug & medication counseling 
• 1 hour developing and printing • Audiometric testing 
• Instant ID/Passport photos • Hearing aid fittings 
• Photo frames and albums • Well baby clinic 

• Removal of sutures 
BEAUTY THERAPY TREATMENTS • Dressings 
• Waxing • Vitamin B12/ B Co injections 
• Facials ~ Immunizations 
• Acrylic & gel nails • Flu injections 
~ Slimming treatments 
• Massage HEALTH & SPORT 
• Manicures & pedicures • Full range of vitamins and supple· 
• Aromatherapy ments 

• Mass builders, meal replacements, 
CLINIC muscle definers and creatine products 
• Blood pressure monitoring 
• Blood cholesterol screening THE GREEN P HEALTH SHOP 
• Blood glucose testing • Homeopathic, herbal and ayurvedic 

ranges 
• Aromatherapy products 
• Health foods and more ... 

SALON DE BEAUTE 
• Skin care counseling 
• Make-overs 

. • Stockists of: 
·VICHY 
• CLARINS 
·ROC 
·INNOXA 
·YARDLEY 

as well as ... 
DIABETIC PRODUCTS 
and 
OUR DIABETIC CLUB 

PAR1Y 
ANlMALS!!! 

COME TRY OUR SURVIVAL 
KIT TO GET YOU THRU' 
THE MORNING AFTER r---~ 

110 HIGH STREET, GRAHAMSTOWN. TEL 622 7305 Email: retbutler@cybertrade.co.za 
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Step inside 
I Many students walk past the Cathedral of St Michael and St ., 
I George every day, but few have ever been through its doors. 

Clockwise (from left): the 
interior of the Cathedral; 
detail of a tapestry depicting 
St Oeorge; the exterior view 
of the spire as seen from 
High Street; woodwork 
detail on the pulpit; the 
Baptismal bath. 

The Juice,· Snack 
and Coffee Bar 

Come in and try our ~ 

Driving 
School 

famous jumbo rolls and 
vegan eats. Aloe Ferox 
products for health and 
skin also available. 

Mike (mobile): 082 430 9855 (24 hrs) 

1 05 High Street 046-6224479 Cost: R90 p/h - Code 08 Code 10 also available Exp: 30.06.03 

:;.w Activate is the Independent Student 
Q Newspaper of Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown. The paper is published 
every two weeks during term time and is 
staffed entirely by students of Rhodes 
University. 

Editor: Haru Mutasa 
Managing Editor &. African Affairs Editor: 
Christopher Scott 
Content Ed1tor: Lauren Oshrey 
Marketing Manager: Alice Morrow 
Staff Co-oridnator: Tom Mapham 

Chief Sub-editor: Olerato Moreosele 
Assistant Sub-editor: Tshegofaso Tlholoe 
Advertising Manager: Pippa Tasker 
Finance Manager: Pierre Nel 
Sports Editor: Rowan Watt-Pringle 
Arts & Culture Editor: Natalie Oram 
News Ed1tor: Lesley Odendal 
Features Ed1tor: Toni Ackermann 
Pies Editor: Chris Czypionka 
lnteractivate Ed1tor & Chief Designer: 
Hilton Tarrant 
Subbing: Wayne Ma 

-p;:;nted by: DupliPrint, Grahamstown 

~ Contact Details 
B Activate, c/o Student Representative Council, P.O. 

Box 94, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, 6140, Republic 
of South Africa 
Telephone: +27 (46) 622 7171 
Fax: +27 (46) 622 4162 

Email : g01 m0259@campus.ru.ac.za, 
harumutasa@hotmail.com 

Physical address: 
Upstairs in the Student Union Building - along the corridor 
from the Union (club), RMR and the SRC offices. · 
Office hours: 
13:00-14:00, Monday to Friday. 

'' 
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First for Rhodes 
East London surfer 
courtesy Rhodes Communication department 

:::tf:.%\ teven Venter, Rhodes East London su rfer, has been 
"'kt't,~ chosen for the South African Student Sports Union 
'*~ -~:.1 
>::::.:t'Wl~~· (SASSU) surfing team to compete in New Zealand 
in April. 

"This is so exciting as it is the first time SASSU surfers 
have competed internationally," s;lid Venter, "I really love 
surfing- it's a time to be by yourself. It's like a different 
place from Earth where there are no worries, and if you 
want to see friends they're also there," he said. 

Venter started surfing in Std 5 and was captain of the 
surfing team at Stirling High School. He has also been part 

Mr A Wesson trad mg as 

Ope171 Spm til late 
Tues to. Sun 

of the Border surfing team for many years. 
Venter does not like competitive surfing because he says 

that "it brings out a different side of you". He does, how­
ever, enjoy participating in a development surfing clinic at 
Nahoon Beach over the weekends and the Sun Surf C!lub 
at Stirling Baptist. 

"Development clinics were how I started surfing, so it's 
good to be able to give something back," he said, "I also 
enjoy working with kids and one day would like to be a 
child psychologist, so I'm sure all this experience will help 
me." 
• Anyone interested in participating in the development clinic 
or Sun Surf club can contact Steven on 083 44l 0170. 

I THE-

FLAT IG 
fc;t,wu1y v~CVY\t' 

Open Spm til 11 pm 
Tues to Sun 

eWe cater for 21 sts and House Functions 

If[nig4t' s ~ 4n£s 
38 High Street (just past Clicks) 

Briefs 
Williams 
unveil new 
contender 
The BMW W ill iams F I 
Team unveiled its new car 
-the Williams F I BMW 
FW25 -at the Circuit de 
Catalunya in Spain. The 
new model, which is slight­
ly short~r t han the FW24, 
has an innovative chassis, a 
suong engine and raised 
expectations. 

www.sportal.co.za 

No BokRWC 
quota 
Springbok coach Rudolf 
Straeuli says no race quota 
has been attached to the 
selection of the Springbok 
team to take part in this 
year 's RWC tournament in 
Australia later this year. 

www.superrugby.co.za 

Ford: Don't 
expect any 
surprises 
Former South African 
cricket coach Graham 
Ford feels that the condi­
tions in South Africa will 
largely rule out major 
upsets like those that have 
shocked fancied sides in 
past World Cups. 

www.sportal.co.za 

Austrian 
challenges 
FIFA rules 
A case is being prepared 
by Austrian soccer player 
Mario Sara's lawyers , argu­
ing that he should be able 
to move from his Austrian 
side, SV Pasching, regard­
less of FIFA regulations. 

www.supersoccer.co.za 

Only three 
candidates 
All three candidate citi~s 
for the organisation of the 
XXI Olympic Winter 
Games in 20 I 0: Vancouver, 
Salzburg and Pyeong 
Chang, have submitted 
their candidature files to 
the IOC. 

www.olympic.org 

1003 
Be part of the 
hottest campus 
station around. 

@SKECHERS 

Nobody beats us in price ... 

Audition forms available from 
the RMR complex (1st floor, 

Student Union building). 



SRC PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

VICE-CHANCELLOR'S 

MESSAGE 

Welcome to Rhodes University. 
An internationally 

institution, we at Rhodes 
ourselves in the standarP. of 

lence that we have developed 
all facets of our institution -
research and teaching thro"\J-gh 

house · 
Rhodes owes it unique 

among South African universitie 
to a combination of factors - s 

historical, some geographical, 
cultural and some architectural. 
But most of all it has to do wi 

the people- the academics, admin­
istrative personnel and the 

dents - their dedication and 
ative approachto life "makes 

university an exciting place to 
at. The physical surroundings 
smallness of the university ,...,..,"'t,pl 

an environment which fosters fel­
lowship and learning. 

Student life at Rhodes, · 
social, academic and emotion 

well-being is very important to 
I hope that your time at Rh 

University is an extensive 
thought-provoking dive into wh 

we like to call the ".L'-'-"" .... "' 

coming you in person as you 
or continue your relationship wi 

us. 

Dr David W 
Vice-Chanc 

Welcome to the Rhodes student body. We are a small, close-knit residential University community, and I speak for the SRC, 
the entire student body and myself when I say welcome to Rhodes. 

Rhodes has so much to offer by way of facilities, opportunities and academia, and I urge you to seize the moment, and 
immerse yourself in Rhodes life. Don't limit yourself by doing only what you've always done, be, it sports or studies. Explore 
the possibilities open to you and allow yourself the widest range of experiences. This exploration will enrich your growth 
and arm you with a diversity of talent for the world we live in. 

Welcome to the revolution! 

James Chipunza 
SRC President 2003 





~'(P~ 
~ direction 
acceptance 

destiny 
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