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Elections of the
century

IF YOU THINK OUR ELECTION LOOKS
shaky, spare a thought for El Salvador,
which goes to the polls in March for
what is being billed as the “elections of
the century”.

It will be voters” first-ever oppor-
tunity to elect left-wingers to national
and local government. And the ruling
right-wing Arena party is dead set on
making that choice as unattractive as
possible.

The Left has cobbled together an
appealing centre-left ticket. Presidential
candidate Ruben Zamora is running on
a ticket that includes the Farabundo
Marti Liberation Front (FMLN) and his
own Democratic Convergence (CD)
party. He has chosen a respected for-
mer vice-president, Francisco Lima, as
his running mate and is rising steadily
in the polls.

The chances are improving for a
strong centre-left presence in the
national assembly and dozens of may-
ors belonging to the former guerilla
movement, the FMLN. Communist
Party leader Shafick Handal is the
FMLN candidate for the capital, San
Salvador.

Dirty tricks

The right-wing, predictably, is playing
every dirty trick in the book. Death
squads have reappeared with a
vengeance. At least three top FMLN
commanders have been assassinated,
while the bodies of militants are again
being found dumped, in death squad
fashion, on garbage heaps or beside
highways.

International pressure has begun
opening voter registration which was
kept virtually impenetrable by the
authorities in an apparent bid to keep
the estimated 800 000 unregistered citi-
zens away from the polls. Arena has
been bargaining on its “hard vote” of
500 000 being big enough to carry the

day; El Salvador’s electorate is only
2,7-million strong.

But the body tasked with oversee-
ing the election, the Supreme Electoral
Tribunal, is dominated by Arena, and
has been restricting access by the Left
to the electoral commissions that will
run the vote. The FMLN complains that
the way is being cleared for electoral
fraud.

Corrupt foundations

“The whole electoral system is being
built on the vestiges of a system that is
better known for its corruption than for
its efficiency,” comments one election
observer.

Ten parties will contest the presi-
dential, legislative and municipal elec-
tions scheduled for March 20. Polls
show Arena with a substantial lead —
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Left checked in
Chile vote

LEFT-WING CANDIDATES PERFORMED
below par in Chile’s December elec-
tion, netting only 11,4% of the vote
between them.

The presidential race ran accord-
ing to predictions, with Eduardo Frei,
candidate of the centrist Concertacion
alliance, winning the presidency with
58% of the vote. Concertacion is made
up of the Christian-Democrats and the
Socialist Party.

Right-wing Union for Progress
alliance front-man Arturo Alessandri
trailed in with 24%.

But the Allende Movement of the
Democratic Left (Mida) aspirant, Euge-
nio Pizarro could muster only 4,7% of
the vote, less than half the support
hoped for.

Calls have gone up for a referen-
dum and constitutional reform to the
electoral system. That the close to one-
million voters who voted for leftist can-
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but as many as 50% of eligible voters
are “undecided”.

Arena presidential candidate
Calderon Sol, who is plagued by
demonstrated death squad links, has
said he will not comply with the recom-
mendations of the Truth Commission
appointed to probe human rights viola-
tions in El Salvador’s 10-year civil war
(see WIP 91).

Meanwhile, the FMLN, a coalition
of five organisations, is experiencing
ructions of its own making.

The People’s Revolutionary Army
(ERP) has removed three top members
from its directorate, for opposing the
party’s drift towards social-democra-
cy. ]
— El Salvador Information
Project/Americas News Update/The
Nation

didates have no representation is an
indication of a “political system that
lacks basic legitimacy”, said a Mida
spokesperson.

Afterwards, former dictator
Augusto Pinochet and the entire army
high command, paid an official visit to
president-elect Frei. Pinochet remains
commander-in-chief of the army,
thanks to a clause in the constitution
drafted under his regime, which pre-
vents him from being replaced until
1998.

Frei has pledged to try and elimi-
nate “the immovability of the military
commanders”. But Concertacion has
only 70 seats in the Chamber of
Deputies, eight short of the two-thirds
majority required for constitutional
reforms. Right-wingers hold 50 seats.
Concertacion’s failure to win a majority
means it will have to proceed with
compromise-style politics towards the
right-wing to assure crucial votes.

Frei believes the vote has rounded
off Chile’s transition to democracy.
“We are consolidating this process ...
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ocial engineering,

the IMF way

A kinder International Monetary Fund? A gentler World Bank?
Don’t you believe it, writes DOT KEET

AST YEAR, WORLD BANK VICE
Lpresident Edward Jaycox con-

fessed that the bank’s experts
have been a “systematic destructive
force” in Africa, and promised that it
would stop “imposing” its programmes
and “help fund African governments to
write their own development plans™.

Since the early 80s the Bank and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
have implemented a vast social engi-
neering project to “structurally adjust”
more than 75 countries — half of them
in Africa — into properly functioning

free market economies ... at any rate, as
free and properly functioning as the
economies of the USA and other indus-
trialised countries!

From Washington, the IMF and
World Bank dispatched their teams of
well-primed (and well-paid) economists
and eager young technical experts —
thousands to the African continent
alone! Their mission: to rapidly gather
the data illustrating where (they already
knew how!) the natives had gone
wrong, pull erring governments into
line, and give them the right pro-
grammes — and some money — to run
their countries properly.

But the IMF and the Bank are sen-
sible financial institutions — not naive
missionaries. They did not give the
money fo the natives. That would have
been thoroughly unwise, since most of
their “client” governments in Africa
were already heavily in debt.

So the money was circulated
among a network of IMF/World Bank
subsidiary bodies, creditor governments
and commercial banks. After all, these
creditors had enterprisingly loaned
loads of money to African governments
in the past; now they wanted their
money back — naturally, with interest.

The scam
Now, the really clever angle about
lending money (well-known to
money lenders in feudal
Europe or India, and to the
loan sharks immor-
talised by Victorian
> novelist Charles
} Dickens) is that,
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once people are heavily in debt to you,
they become a valuable source of per-
manent income. You can squeeze regu-
lar interest payments out of them ... on
a continually growing debt ... into
which the original loan has long since
been swallowed.

African countries are the most
ravaged victims of this scam. The UN
Economic Commission for Africa cal-
culates that the $200-billion Africa paid
out in interest in 1983-1991 is way
more than the entire debt it had owed in
1982.

The World Bank’s own figures
show (see graph on page 35) that,
despite Africa having paid out around
$26-billion every year since 1983, its
external debt had doubled to $289-bil-
lion by 1992. In Sub-Saharan Africa,
the external debt has tripled! It now
stands at 109% of gross national prod-
uct (GNP). In orthodox business terms
this indicates insolvency. These coun-
tries cannot pay their debts.

In equally straight terms:

@ Africa, in effect, long ago paid its
original external debt, and is now strug-
gling to pay interest ... on the interest...
on the interest.

@ It is not the (ir)responsible African
governments that are being squeezed to
“service” the debt. but the poverty-
stricken people of Africa.

@ Various African governments now in
power are not the original borrowers
(who have been ousted), and are paying
for the errors of predecessors.

® Equal responsibility rests with the
international moneylenders who in the
1970s eagerly off-loaded their glut of





















[.cft Nlive











































Ll



