
F Chapter' OX-ose,
6 lfa.unton, Boad,r
3401. PIETEAMANIIUBURE.

28th Augustr 1994.

My, d.ear Sheilat

It is a 1ong. tims sins.e we have been inr touchl but, thei nevvs of'
Billts death brought so many. memories flooding back.

Do you remember me at school (Sol1eetate, Sort Slizabeth):? f am
sure you wi).1 recalL we were both at Ehod.es University (eollege:
Ln those days), although' I wae Serti.orr to you tone, year? txro years?).
I have' beert trytng to remember the name of your'si,ster who. d.ieil.
Was she Ailsa? Or am f confused. with the, Bair,sisters one of whom
also died whiLst they were at R?rodes? S?re wae Phyllis, but her
sister wELsl, I think, Aisl-a (rronounced Like' the word f lsLand'
without the tdt).

Next come the memories, mostLy of Durban, wherr we were both marriecl
to Arrglican Priests and. you had moved froru the Presbyterian Church
to become an Anglican. I have harrpy memories of your' home in Juni-
per Road when Howard and. I were f-iving ln Bewsey Grove, and. of
the loving hospitality you and BllL offereil me when f came out
of Hospital after Oorothy was born in January 1949 and. there had
been., riots in 01d Eutch R.oad spi1Llng into Bewsey Grove. Andrew
must have been about a year oi[d. X met his wife Barbara on the:
day befone the offlcial day of voting in the Election j"n Aprilt
when ehq:, d.rove a number of us from Chapter Close to cast our votes.

f.hen comes the memory of a vgry cold night in Bloemfontein. I
wonder why we {Howard and l-ffi our four children) were in those
parts in mid winter? YOu had arranged. for the Sisters to give
us beil. and breakfast, but we had dinner with you and. BllL.

fhs: Jrears move on to somewhere in the seventie" *rr"r.l'if,a hls Chap-
1ai.n cailie from Cape Town to Durban to minj.ster in Ross Cuthbert-
sonrs Church of St. Oabrj.eLts on the thorny questiou,: otr Baptism
(Infant-y. BeLievers with fmmersion). Some of us from St., Johnte
$yctenham were inv{.ted. Ross had. discusseil this question e.arlier
in the year with 8L11, and. this was a foLlow-uo ministry. It was
a wonclerful occasion the way it turned, out. today of course Ross
is one of the Suffragan Bishops of Natal.

And of course f thought on to Howardfs death i.n January 1984 ln
England where he died. in the home and in the arms of our daughter
Dorothy.

So I know the loneTliness that lies ahead for you in the years
still to eomer &s you make a new start without BiLl by your siile.
One, never reaIIy forgets but mostly the Iovely memories remain
and. fanily and friends are supportive. I know And.rew is in Natalt
But tr arn not sure where your other child.ren are or whether they
are married.. My familyr, a1-L marri.ed, are wid.ely seattered', only
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fony"still in South Afriea. Veronica is in lllellington" N6w Zea-
land and Christopher in Christchurch, l,Iew Zealand, Dorrothy inr
Cobridger Stoke-on-Tfent in England. Between them they.have,given
ge thirteen grandehiLdiren and one ereat-grandsonl but onLy t6rlive in south Afriea, anil r d.oubt if r shaI"l ever see the great(ffoy) who ls now 4*-years o1d..

Ihis hasnrt turrred. out ltke the conventional letter of symnathy,but I do have 1oveLy memories of BnLl and wanteit you to ]cnow. 
- I

Iealistyou wiLl have dozens of letters to acknowied.ge, so donrtfeel you have to write lmmed,iately - but maybe if you iend. out
card.s or a letter of acknolvl edgment of sympathy in d"ue course r,you wouLd add a short note for o1d. times| sa.ke.

May the love and support of', Jesus comfort and sustain you in theseearly d.ays of grieving.

With love and. deep sympathy,

From

/,-L- (f"*y)


