


enpormous strain on Rini and the resources svailable to them. To
date we have managed to restrain the owner from forcibly evicting
them, and we are able to bring quite a lot of moral pressure to
bear, as he is a Profesaor at Rhodes.

ELECTIONS

While we were away at Nature’s Valley, our comrades back
in Grahamstown suffered an untoward bout of harassment, and a
number of the members of our local MDM committee were either
detained or held for questioning end released. To date, those
still in detention are David Sendi, who is being held in
Middleburg, and who is alone there; Elijah Ntintele, who is held
in Kroonstad; and K.K Papiyana, a student at Rhodes, who is in
Durban. There has been a concerted effort to keep people away
from one snother and from any base of support they might have
closer to home.

A large meeting was planned in the township for the day
of the election, and it was immediately banned, and one of our
local journalists was served with two restriction orders

preventing him from going into the township. There was also a
service in the Cathedral that afternoon, which was attended by a
moderate crowd. On the whole, most protest was rather a damp

squib, as at that stage Grehamstown was still suffering from a
lack of structures to mobilise the community.

The Sash had a stand which began on the day of the
election, and continued until the Friday of that week. Our
posters read, in order of display, "Next Time Votes For All",
"One People, One Parliament, One South Africa", and "Open City:
One Grahamstown". We decided on this sequence of posters to tie
in with recent interest in the city about an open city
‘initietive, and since then GRADAC have held what was a very
successful picnic on church square, with the theme "Grahamstown's
Cake: It's big enough for all". They constructed a large cake
and all the picnickers shared it. This kind of initiative is
really important, and an open city would gu a long way towards
doing things like solving the housing crisis.

BARKLY EAST

The weekend after the elections there was 8 mess exodus
of the Grahamstown community to Barkly East to celebrate the
marriage of Barbura Orpen and Peter Hathornme. Rosemary and Belty
and I were housed with Janice Sephton, a lone Sash member in
Barkly, and it was extremely interesting to talk to her and to
hear about the problems of what is & very isolated area--the
nearcst resource people are those of us located in Grahamstown,
which is five hours drive away. It seems that the JMC have
absolute control of the area, and the police do more or less as
they please because there are no lawyers willing to handle cases
against them. Something else that the JMC is doing in the area
is upgrading community facilities to create oilspots, and this is
very difficult to deal with. The people hasve nothing, and there
are no progresive organisations to offer them anything either.

Being aware of this sort of situation wmakes one grateful
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