
Jazz P for coil t/·12..·~ 

African sOund1 
• • 
lS untque 

By RICHARD l\lcNEILL 

WTHE CH RIS McGREGO R and hi . band wound up a two. 
W night stand in Johanne burg in eptember, it seemed that 

one of the rno t memorable ouuds in oath African jazz 
might he lo L in the rafters of the P layhou e Theatre. 

The history pf -big bands in this blend and crisp delivery regardless 
country is a long and negative one of the tempo. • 
-and the Chris McGregor out!lt, I found trumpet passages faulty 
like all others not prepared to in the final choruses of some cuts, 
compromise commercially, has not but" this gives rise to only passing 
survived in its 15-member forma- disappointment in· a record which 
Uon. 1 is surely a trail-blazer. 

I Ha U howev r the Ia er · 



band bas been preserved on a long­
playing record <"The African 
Sound," Gallotonel which has 
captured the spirit of the Play-
house concerts. · 

I 
T~ ONLY ONE 

The disc is every bit as unique 
as the live ~ows. To my know-
ledge, it Is the only generally 
released long-player featuring I 
origina! South Afncan jaz.z compo­
sitions played by a wholly South 
Atf!can big band. 

Indeed, I do not know o! any 
other local re~ord with · a multi-
racial line-up. 

1 
• 

· • '"The African ound" is thus 
Immediately a collector's lt.em 
of particular Interest to the jazz 
fan; for the jaz:z tudent it pells 
out clearly the char-acter and 
dlrectlon of outh African jazz 
towards lt!t own territorial iden­
tity-a vigorous, live.ly, good· 
humoured swing which you will 
not find anywhere on earth, 
North America not excepted. 

EASY BRAND 
There are six tracks on the re­

cord-two compositions each by 
McGregor, Cape Town pianist 
Dollar Brand, now In voluntary 
exile from this country, and the 
Irrepressible Klpple Moeketsi , 
whose alto and clarin.et solos are 
the highlights ot the record. 

Most Impressive feature is 'the 
section work, which has an easy 
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