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Yol, 11, Bo, 1, EDITORIAL, March 6th,1939,

The Rhodeo welcomes all freshers, Courtesy costs nothing, We
also give them some advice : "Circumspecte Agitis", which, being
translated, means : "Travel with care" - a warning not against the
brutality of seniors (! ) or the callousness ofnthe staff (%),
but against their own inexperience, Let no ink think more highly

of himself than he ought, because this is one of the time-honoured
prerogatives of the second-year,

The Rhodeo regrets the departure of its first Bditor, Mr, A.R.
St. M. Delius, B. A,, through whose patience, wit and tact, it
became firmly established. His reviews are greatly missed,.

Ny - o - - -~

The Editor apologises to all idealists that this issue ié
devoted almost wholly to the splenetic outpourings of cyniecs, He
hopes they will set to immediately and write something inspiring
and not altogether unreadable for the next issue,

-

STUDENT ELECTIONS,

We publish the following figures in order to give Rhodians some
idea of their own apathy.

Out of an electorate of some 170 men,
87 voted for the election for the Senior Student,
80 i in the second election for the Senior student,
75 & i " House-Committee elections,
71 " " S.R,C, elections.

Last year-only 60 voted for the Senior Student, while 92 took

part in the S.R.C. elections. THis was from an electorate of approx-
imately 150.

The S.R.C, id& the body representing the interests of the students,
snd as such should have been intelligently supported. The fact that
only 41 % were interested enough to vote,although ballot boxes had
been placed in each residence, is mute testimony to the lack of

intelligence and general apathy of a large portion of the new
students of this University.

i

The Editor fears that Rhodes is at the crossroads - that is,
judging by the innumerable articles he has refused to publish , It .
is time Rhodiang who have been resident in the College fgr two terms
and over should realise that life is not going.to pe"jam always =~
thet they will have multifarious responsibilities in the future, for
which they had better start tramping, e.g. to thgir future wives and
husbands - s tiresome responsi™ility far more weighty than that
attached to "pushing", believe it or not ; also their du}ies as
citizens, far more wearing and less stimulating than @he arny"
likewise a duty to themselves, which, although a_ trivial matter now,
will be no joke when decrepit middle-age comes along. Bgt we do not
intend to disclose the secrets of a brilliant and i}lumlnatlng
series of articles which will appear in this paper 1in instalments,
commencing next issue - a searing satire with all the morality og-
"Pilgrim's Progress" and all the worlé-wisdgm from Solomon to P.G,
Wodehouse, not to mention Faustian insight into the whole political,
social and personal state of Rhodes, It will be a revelation to us

all,
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It is hoved thet this peper will prow to be an indis-
penseble pexrt of College life, ite apart from its secondary
function 2s a2 bulletin of events past, present or to come, v.e hope
it will serve as a2 megsphone for any person vho imegines or knovis
that his or her rights, nzlv¢1eges inhibitions or testes e¢re being
tempered with. e viish to make it clear to everybody that the
RHODEOis run soley on student capital and enthu31°sm, it is not
the mouthpiece of the 5,%.C. or the Council; it is the paper of
every Rhodian irvespective of age, language or year status.

within the bounds of good taste, we are willing to
publish any article vhich is frank and open; we meke it no stipu-
laotion as to subjects, We firmly believe that a purely student
paper such as this has an important part to play in the develop-
ment of a deeper, stronzer and wittier consciousness of our unity

as Rhodgans.

iut ve work under one difficulty. There is some-
thing incongruous in our nresent position, which, as ve see it, is
this. At Rhodes thexrc is dual control...on the one hend thet of
the students, represented by their House Committees &ndé the 5.75.C.
on the other h :nd thet of the 3taff, working through the zenste
andé .erdens, Our educstion also falls into w0 groups...tae
acadenic educetion of the lecture FToom, and the sociszl @nd per -
sonal education of Ths" and Dencing Classes, student discussion
is the only vey v.e have of adjusting our minds to these tvio often-

conflicting tyres of educetion. 11 ve are to be university stud@nt

ents, ve must be allov:d to te criticel,

One heers of “r.rirow tnmn sring with the freedom of
the press. South Africa is still dpﬂOCchlcp however, Our
lazter reminded us in an eloquent addrzss not long ego, thet we
have the right of free thought nd sne hy then this incon-
venient, time-cating triPie cec ovwh"i. Surely it is here in
the universities, if anyvrheare, tn:t the nev. and deeper libeielism
is to be enc OUtﬁ~:ﬂ9

It is not 2s thou,h ve vere & lot of unruly Tegse-
miffias; “there sre very fo extrenists et zhodes; ond e¥trenists w
will be sebisficd if alli~ved to have their sey "egin the govern-
ment," The everags Rhedisrn resents Ihdold 4'reLuL thet he is a
hothesd end thet his writings heve 4o bs submitted to a tyne of

ot

meytial lev ins ad iel stefl *ctnrdu it as en
insult thet it relicd ancon to kecn its publications free
from bad teste £XGDNY - fior 1% it asg though the paper
ed a circuvlstio e the College,

ve moke s very reescnsble request. .e 8re not juven-
ile cdelinguents ¢ reformatory, € are youne citigens training
to defend the ideals of our race, +ith but a little trust from
our superiors, end with & ﬁrltlmism—nuvvlﬁr? we Teel ve might be
an incubetor for fascists. . ask to be 113uvu Ho contribute
to the growth of Lhodes in the one way ve cen, vy keking if the

N

training ficld for resvonsible and educasted citizens, whose criti-
cel faculties have been refined by use
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The New Generation.

A new year has dawned in the acadenic world, and once again our happy
home is brighf with multi-ccloured ties, and Persil-white placards.

It's the same story every year-~' what aspirationswe have! == we must
carve our names in something more enduring than wood, as teacher always
gsaid" - well, she ought to know}

In all probability teacher also went to a university, but being an ex-
student she didnt give the game away as our new arrivals find out after
a very short staye.

For instance. they find out that the niche=carving stuff is what our
Transatlantic cousins call boloney-with a capital B! Hard workers are,
as a rule spurned =~ "Iy dear it's simply not done , how can we possibly
find time to work with three scopes a week.with novels to read the other
four nights %"

While still at homey before going out to clean up the intellectual
world, Johnny or lMary as the case may be, listens to an uncle George
holding forth on "soft college life, and straight away Johnny or Mary

think "Boy; what a break!"  Now when our Johnnies and Maries arrived,
they met a barrage of orders such as "Ink, clean my shoes; Ink, take
these books over to lilneri Ink go down towd for me." Then he felt as

if uncle George had been dreaming when he talked about "indolent Varsity
students, and the decline of the Empire due to the iaodern generation',

Of course the smarter of the inks knew after their first day that their
fellow=beings were just suckers (to lapse into the vernacular), and -
that a stiff back due to carrying boxes up stairs, was just a passing phes
se, and could be obviated by the very simple, if more boring, proceedure
of sitting in the "Botg" all afternoon, or studying animals in the
luseum,

They also found out that Uncle George knew a thing or two

VHAT IS THE IATTTR UITH RIODIS?
Grahamstcown is dead. It is like a caertain Rcottish beverage from a mist,
of which one murmurs: "Born in 1820 and still Going Strong "3 unfortunat-
ely, in the case of Grahamstown the mixture has lost its strength, and
the mellowness of age is only found in its most depressing sense, s+« in
fact, nobody seems to get a kick out of life at all. By now even the
freshers must look upom the encircling hills, not as a barrier to keep
the riff-raff out, but as an Alcatraz to keep the riff-Rhodians in.

For the foregiing statements , I feel the need to offer my insincere
apologies to the natives (white), and my sincere support and sympathy for
the natives (black), who so very nsarly succeeded in blotting the place
out,way back in what=ever-it-was, when men were men.

7ith the forgoing cpinion on Grahamstown, it is hard to palate the oft

pstatement that Rhodes is Grahamstown... Whatl is the matter with Rhodes?

To answer a question of such importance it is necessary to analyse
what comprises Rhodes, and to find where defects may be remedied. (N.B.

I hereby state that no reverence is intended towards the Catering Committee
eey or the students of the fairer sex).

Rhodes is comprised of three parts, firstly the students.

Students are very much the same the world cver, bul are considerably
affected by environment. As for environment, apart from the town the
place is fairly satisfactory, College House ig habitable, the food is
edible?, the work is hardish(especially for poker-scholars), the exams
are harder , things are kept cleanish,and the rules and regulations are
as antiquated as the antediluvian individuals that compiled them.

Secondly the professors, of whose predecessors I have already made
mentionsand of whom Ishall make no statement untill I have consulted my
political weather-vane and discovered which wey the hot air is blowing.

Thirdly one has the College societies,large and small, active and inac®
tive,sporting and begporting,; and so on... ad nauseam. The average
society is formed as followss: one able dut uhscrupulous man is elected
chairman of a commitiee,consisting of several unscrupulous but able
individuals, who are active and/or ineffectual. This gang of wolves in
sheeps clothing then lead the genuine flock by the nose. (In the case of
the Dramatic Society "per ardua ad Astra')

The one weapon of the genuine flock is the unanimous vote, which it
invariably uses with disastrous and suicidal effect. The conclusion one is
liable to draw of the societies ig, thal even their ideas are apathetic.
The sporting cliubs are on a decidedly higher status, but physical con&gﬁt-



- contortion will never mental stagnation.

As a result the s L conclude that something is
very wwanL with Rhodes L8 somuwuw‘ unsatisrtactory,
the ceollege is stagnant, scmnoler and grewing soft; situated in
Grahamgstown, nmonu'v unaware of the Twenticeth century,it is drugged
and degraded by a pall of apathy, and Ny a lack of wvitality
injurious to the moralc of auy uni Lveraity.
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rc the d=ys of the issessinegtion Committee nuue-
bered? Hes the in'ts! Concert dsgencroted into the cnnuel bore?
Js there an atom of uscfulness, enjoyment or oriinslify left in
its unending monotony of choruses and chean love-meking?

These ere the questions e shoulé be aésking our-
selves if vie feel ve have grovn indolent and lost 211 our init-
iative. This is not merely & cuestion of whaether or not the
inks' Concert is obsolete, it is a fear, vhich is Test crystallizis
ing into fact, that it has become peurile.

Its defects must be strikingly obvious to the
-casual passer-by, or the neiw.comers in ouxr micdst. +erhens our
familiarity with its annual apnesrsnce, and our iisconception of
tredition have made us »itifully blind,

If origineliity is o professed «irm of the inks! Con-
cert, then we are very misguicded in our methods of capturing
that elusive quality. .e vho have seen threc, four, yea, more,
inks' Concerts come end go, have probebly lost our originelity.
.hy then do we not cultivete it cmong our youth, insteed of re-
pressing it by hending out illi-conceived ideas and moulding the
unwilling cest in order thet they might conform with them?

would wie not acheive & better pcerfornznce, more
enjoyeble, amusing, original, if vie ellowed the first ycers to
run their ovn concert undcr the perental eye of an advisory com-
mittee of four of five members?

Divisions into groups of tventy, e&sch vith its ovn
comnittee, and each responsible for one or nore items, would not
only enable the inks to put on & better show, but would furnish the
fusical and Dremetic Societies with en excellent opnortunity for
spotting talent. 48 & means of welconing the first years, this
type of concert would constitute a heartier welcome then the
existing one.

J
a

The idea of on inks!' Concert is fundsnenteslly &n e¥-
cellent one, but it has given rise to abuses. It has provided s
scove for rether futile bullying by the domineering temperaments
of undignified erhibitionists.

The greater pexrt of the sssassinetion Committee
every yeor may havce meny ideas, some of them ceven original, but
they have little opnortunity of nutting them into practiwe. e
ere led to wonder if it is & case of too many cooks?

ve must, however, remein hopeful. Already reforms
are on the way., e rejoice at the departure of the .0G systen.
A kinder spirit is born--- maey visdom not be long delayed.

" krogressive. "
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"SOME FCONOMIC PROBI®MS OF THEE BANTU TN-SOUTH A FRICA "
P = D% Hobart-Houshton gt _A'._ o
(Pub. S.A . Institube of Race-Relations. Price 1/6 .}

8

This monograph by our Senior lLecturer in Economics provides
an instructive handbook Tor those who wish ©0 vndersvand the
economis problenu of Tthe Bantu, ?aC‘ﬂ s we are on some sides by
stacks of intraciable material, on others Dy 61 seoncerting voids,
it is refreshing to be able to turn to a booklet which, while
avoiding bupe¢;:01alﬂohe , lays the-whole subject concisely tefore
us, For those who wisn to purste Mr., Houghton's~analysis into more

a

detall full and varied refersnces are supplied,

The author commeaces with a victure of Bantu trival econcuy
before the advsent of Eurovean ojv,LL tion, A nnmadic pastoral
people, the Baniu had no Jon,kut omw. thrifty sgriculture, but were
econtent to lay waste the ) they 1lived and then nove on
i the Furopszan -halbted this progress and

to new pasiures, Contact wit

defined the Navive r@nvlves Sor the futvre. With the coming of peace
the popuiaticn insrsased rapidly, the cattle waxed }len ifrl and

the Banbtw prospered, 1 the westeful method of agriculture began
to take i%s toll. "Then the wealth of the Bantu became the source of

their degxrti,

Sueh wasg the position in rezerves @ in the msantime the
gystem of Furopean life in South Africa was unlergoing = momentous
changes, Before 1870 the econony nf & 1ite South Africa, like ’haﬁ
of Black Scouth Africe, was a ) snece economy., Then dismond
were discuvered : in the course of o few decalles to uhb

e &
industrialisation of the couniry. The Bantu, forced out-of the

recerves, had to adapt b ives to the new conditions, At firsh
they sn"tled o ferms as squatbers, latour-tenants -
and farm SOTTa nbs turued to the mines and the towns,

Mr, Houghton Gevoies separats chapters bte the Bantu in the
reserves, on Europna¢ farms, and in uri - Throughoubt his
analysis oie g g thiresad call be trace Hative wages mesn low
costs to ploying class teresths L% is to
maintain game time a low Naueb are a
constani th an labour, which has striven by all means
in i%ts power Mot 1

ive c~300u~u1fn by closing the doors of
Turoneans Txe weLM 1ﬂﬁ~b4© between *this conflict
’ 4 an qoenrldb on the Bagntu in
olics or the fubure are all
on +he Tarm Native the thread

employment to
and the vexed u
different walksy
carefull 1y dis 'q
becomes uang“e for

: . ative is a ourvival from bthe days of
European "““b;uuvﬂﬁe Ld?m ing, tu i ﬁhe'?hap%e?s o1 Tlie Treserves
and the vowns it is sirong and tsutb,

An aUPT“’@tﬁOW of Mr, He

1 “‘l £ |11(~4 w (ll.l' WO ]rl r\r\ ]._‘LCP\"’Qplete
without a reference to hi ne

s con gions, Withcut hesitation where
eriticism is merited, he exerciszes a notabls “bsm?—Lnu where othe:
have been “empted to sterilie condemnation, One wslcomes the admorn
ition to "dismigs the possibility of eny fupther lerge additions to
the Native areas and concentraite attention on what can bedone to
improve the position in the reserves as they exist at present,” ,
coupled as it ig with a number of proposals to facilitebs this end,
The au?ho? hasg amply gustified his statement that "an economie ¥
analysjis is a veluable corrective o ptditical and racial prejudice,"

The Scecizl Studies Soc

yeiety wild hold its first-meeting ic Jamesonj
H ouse Comuon Roocm gt 7.45 p.m. on Tuesday 7th, L

MrgM.h.ﬁhapﬁro will lecture on "the Child sund the Lew®™, 4 11
interested are cordially invited,



- SWIMMING CLUB -

It wculd be mererin order iffwe started cff with a long
talk on the benefits of swimming, but the time has come when
every word and every minute is as precicus as an Ink's night
off, sc we will start immediately c¢n fcrthcoming events,

Tc begin with, P, A, Parks heve challenged us tc a match
cn the 25th, of March, and as yet we still ha ve tc start
training,,sc we are sending cut a epecial appeal for all in-
teregted in swimming to get into strict training, We might
alsc menticn that cur annual gala will also prcbably bs held
concurrently with thie match,

Ceming tc¢ @ still bigger event, wo would like to domind
everycne that the annual Intervarsity Gala will be held at
Ry U, C, thig yoar, sc that it wculd be cnly prepper fcr us to
put on as good & shew as pesegible, Even if the bedy caves in
let the spirit be willing end give c¢f ycur best ~ after all
keenncegs ig the vig thing, Don't be put cff by some of our
past perfemmances, but rather try to prevent them, Ruhcdians
have been kncwn %c¢ get placeg at Inter-Varsity, sc why not do
the same?

Details may be cbtained from Miss J, Bartleit (Phelps
Hcuse ), cr frem lir. F, H, Lancaster {(College House),

COLD v @ Lo L0 e Lo s M ez ca e o

DRAMATIC SOCIETY NOTES,

At the genecal meoting held en Wodnesday, lst., March,; the
follcwing Ofiice Bearers were slected fer 1939,

Pregident:- Percf, M, Rcberts,
Chaivman: = I. W, Snedden,
Secrevary:~ W, &, Mcllatt,
Treagurer & Technical Director:= G
Cocmitiece Membere:- Misses B, Wai
gvoin: M, M, Suthere; P, L., Wi
Messtrs, S; E, M, Christie;

K, M, Oren-

The moeting then pasgeed the new censtituticn, a summary of
which is given here:~ Memborship cven tv all paying the S,R,C,
sub, Members ¢i Ccuncil, Staff and 01ld Rhcdiansg may vecome mem=
bers by apying a sub, tc the S,R,C, Prccedure at General Meet-
ing; The power tc cc-cpt oxtra members was granted, Technical
Staff ts be appcinted by the committee, The calling cf meetings,
Carrying-on=-members, Changes in Constitution by General Meeting
majerity and by approval of the S,R,C, The Scciety will endeav=
cur to stage three producticns ecach year, S,R,C, tc finance the
gcciety on an estimate sent in at the beginning c¢f each year,
FPinancial statetment tec go to the S,R,C, during preducticns fer
a grant tc cover any unexpected cxpenditure,

The scheme for clcser co-cperation between the Dramatic
Scciety and the Dramatic Club was theon cutlined, Under this
scheme a joint committee of ths Dramatic Scciety and Dramatic
Club will cast the piays to be read at meetinge ¢f the Drama-
tic Club, These plays arc then %o be rehearsed abeut threoe times
and perfcecrmed cn the gtage in the Great Hall, This will give the
Dramatic Scciety an cppertunity ¢f epetting talent in a more
gatisfactery manner than under the auditicns scheme, This does
net mean that auditions will be abclished = they will merely be
powerfully sugmented, This plen is etill in the preliminary
8 tages but ¥¥ it is heped it will bear fruit,

At & subsequent committec meeting Misses Leith and Bray were
appcinted Wardrcbe mistregses,

The Inkg! Ccncert Play at present being prcduced is
"Scenaric!, & vacy pisy about an Amevrican film producer deing
his stuff in England,



HOCKEY _CLUB

A well-attended meeting of the Meun's Hcckey Club elected the
following Committes: -
Captain:- F, McDonald,
Vice-Captain:- C,C, Ccventry.
Hon, Secretary:- R, Mundy,
Gommittee Members:- W, H, MacRocbert; B, v, d, Merwe,
Junicr Secretary:- P, Faure, -

8 G 6 P 38 B w0 4 S

DEBATING SOCIET Y,

Minutes of Freshers' Dechaic held in the Upper Chemistry
Lecture Theatre at 7,45 p,m, March 2ad, 1939,

The Chairman prcepcsed a hearty vcte of thanks to Mr, Bur=
nettty last year's Chairman, for all he had dcne for the Scciety,
which, he said, had enjcyed a fairly successful year, Then he
‘wolcomed the Frechers-tir-the Socigty & nd hopod-that-many-would
Attend.futuve devates,

The minutes of the iast meoting-wero—read and-confirmed,
The Chairman agsked the gpinion of the House on the question of
-peligicus discussions, He saw no cbjection to discussing-relies
gion in the~broad sense of the—wourd, A short-discussion followw.
od and—thomoticirwas propoecd "thait topicd of religion in iés
vroadest senso be ailcocwed provided that no-offensively psrsonal
views bn-exXpreesed, and that it was at fhe Chaimman's discretion
to decide how deep the discussicns might proceed," This was un=-
aninamously agreed upon,

The Chairman called cn Mr, Gathorne toc prcpcse that "this
House contends that Western Civilizaticn vests cn Science",

The Speaker said that in this particular debate some reference
to religiocus faith ¥as inevitable, The greater part of Eurcpe
was to-day without sericus religion and because of this want
science was the mainstay of our civilizaticn, He emphasised the
many benefits of Science and said that withcut it we would ine
evitably return to barbarism,

Mr, Petor, in oppesing the mecticn, maintained that civili=-
zation rested on the arts, and nct the hard facts of science,
The Arts were more human and taught us to know mecre about cur
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