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Students go UP- in flames 
"Is this really necessa:ry?" 
I asked myself, standing 
barefoot on the lawn at 
5.30am on a Thursday 
morning with my Laura 
Ashley nightie flopping in 
the mud. 

The dreaded Pre-Dawn 
Firedrill had struck again, 
waking the peaceful s_!eepers 
of St Mary's Hall ~ith 
the intrusive sound of 
whistles and · sirens and 
stamping · feet. Its all very 
well to practise getting 
out of the building quickly, 
I thought as tantalising 
visions of duvets and pillows 
circled before my bleary 

eyes. Nobody wants to get 
burnt. Its just that I would 

Journ 
Degre·e 
Changes 
The structure of the Bjourn 
degree has long been the 
topic of heated discussion. 

The main area of confusion . 
lay with those students 
registering in 1986. When 
they registered, it would 
have taken three years to 
complete the degree, 
having the option of spe­
cialising in either print 
media or television. 

In june 1986, it was de-
. cided that · if students 
studied for four years, 
they . would obtain a B 
journ, but . if they studied 
for · three, the degree 
would be calied a BA, 
with journalim as a major. 
the television option was 
also made unavailable to 
those choosing to study 
for three years. 

At last the confusion has 
cleared! All students who 
registered in 1986 · will 
still get a B journ after 
three years and television 
is an option. The only 
change being that journ 
Prac. would no . longer be 
a seperate ' credit. This 
was confirmed by Prof 
Gavin Stewart, Head of 
the Dept of journalism. 

All students who register 
from 1987 will have to 
study for four years to 
obtain a B journ degree. 

really. rather practice at a 
more reasonable hour 
we wouldn't know how to 
'escape' after· supper, 
we've never had to try. 

I'm sure Admin has our 
·best interests at heart 
don't they always? - but, 
don't they know that 
severe shock and lack of 
sleep can be as detrimental 
to one's wellbeing as 
roaring flames? 

have heard a vicious 
rumour that Admin is 
actually a bunch of petty, 
Victorian, paternalistic, 
sexists and that these 
firedrills are just a sneaky, 
unsubtle way of catching 

Methsoc Reports 
This year Methsoc has 
been challenged to lead 
balanced Christian lives, 
with a variety of cultural, 
social, devotional and 
service meetings. 

The year began with an 
exc1tmg Methsoc Retreat 
camp for the committee 
at Port Alfred to plan the 
year's activities. The year 
got off to a good start 
with a barn dance. Other 
activities have included a 
talk on inward/outward 
spi rituality given by Dr . 
Cragg, discussion groups 
on st ewa rdship, a beatle 
drive evening, a Christian 
video and popcorn evening 
and talks given by ECC 
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and jaque Pretorius on 
su. 

A memorable event was 
the successful camp at 
Katbe rg at which we we re 
all challenged by Rev Bill 
and ·Eddie Whitehead's 
message on forgiveness. 
The term still promises a 
visit to the Brookshaw Old 
Age Home before the 
exams. 
If you feel you have missed 
out on far too much al­
ready, why not join us at 
the Methsoc Hut (Gilbe rt 
Street) , every wednesday 
evening at 7 -8pm ? Remem­
be r the camp and barn 
dance next term watch 
·ne press for details! 

those · who are not tucked 
up in bed when they should ' 

· be. That's obviously not 
true - is it? Last I heard 
Admin was not so hard up 
that they ·needed every 
R20 fine they could slap 
on errant residence-dwellers 
Surely Admin would not 
be so illogical as to charge 

- exhorbitant fees for the 
privilege of sleeping in res . 
and then charge again if 
you choose to sleep out? 

The whole affair is a 
ghastly mistake which I 
am ·sure they're only too 
eager to .rectify - not so 
Dr Henderson? 

By Pam Sykes 

Setting the recOrd 
straight 
Students on Rhodes campus 
have had conflicting views 
as to why RMR closed 
down during the day pre­
ceding and the day of the 
White elections. 

RMR closed down ' trans­
mission on Tuesday 5 and 
Wednesday 6 May in soli­
darity with students , pro­
testing police action on 
other campuses, and with 
UCT Radio and Voice of 
Wits • 

VOW closed down for 
three days, UCT Radio for 
two, and Dome Music 
Radio (Natal Univ.) for 

· one day. 

The motion for the closing 
down of the station was 
proposed by jeremy 
Mansfield, SRC Promotions 
and ex-RMR Studio Direc­
tor,. and was seconded by 
Phillippa Robb, RMR Station 
Director. The RMR com­
mittee vote in the motion 
was four in. favour and 
three against. There 
were no abstentions. 

Students in general felt it 
was· necessary to be able 
to continue their. right to 
protest without state in-
terruption, and that in 
peaceful protests, they 
had a right for their 
demands to be heard and 
not suppressed. 

It was agreed by • the 
commitee as a · whole that 
news reports at the top 
of the hour should inform 
listeners' as objectively as 
possible on the events at 
the time of closure on 
campus. They should 
encourage better student 
awareness on political 
issues occurring in our 
country and create more 
interest in the unique 
structure of ·our country. 

The reports were subject 
to prior approval by · the 
committee, and if thought 
to be too subjective, were 
changed. 

The RMR news reports 
were ·not 'in any way used 
to encourage students to 
take part in any political 
action which might inter-
rupt . . or endanger their 
academic advancement. 
The reports advertised the 
student meeting!;! taking 
place on campus during 
that week, and covered 
what had happened during 
them. 

RMR did not side with 
any campus society during 
the closure. The com­
mitt.ee took the decision 
as an independent ,and 
essentially politically 
neutral society. The 

.Cap soc 
Backstage at the Kaif 
3.30pm. The Kaif kitchens 
are still, save for the sigh 
of ve.ry tired potatoes and 
the scream of the occasion­
al nit slipping into the 
little-known depths of a 
deep fryer. 

"Nothing exci ting he re" 
reports a Ninja - clad Capsoc · 
Investigator into his walkie­
talkie Coke can. 

. A ·few days later a rrian 
1f sombre 'habit and wear­
mg reflective sungiasses 
presses. some of the green 

· stuff into the · clammy 
palm of a cat e re r. She 
looks down expectantly 
it is his hamburger. 

committee felt it was ·in 
the interests of the student 
body to close down. We 
felt that the apathy shown 
on campus to important 
issues in our country had 
reached a dangerous stage, 
and that the majority of 

the student body had 
closed themselves off . to 
anything outside their' 
chosen studies that mnight 
cause them to think or 
act. 

Because we are poli t ically 
neutral, we would not 
take this kind of action 
again unless we felt that 
the situation warrante~ it . 
Our primary objective as 

Rhodes Music Radio is to 
entertain and inform cam­
pus, and it · is for. this 
reason that RMR will not 
close down by choice 
again unless the decision 
taken by the committee 
in office is , unanimous. 

RMR would at this stage 
like to bring to · the attEm­
tion of readers that · our 
closure on the first of 
May was not our choice.· 
Due to labour stay-aways 
on that day, we could not 
enter the Student Union 
buildings, and therefore 
could not transmit. 

Philippa · Robb 
Station Director 
Rhodes Music Radio. 

Says: 
You've all· known that 
things at this delight ful 
deli are not as they should 
be. Strange prices, even 
stranger foodstuffs and 
still stranger SO,!Jnds that 
trickle from the pale lips 
of students who brave the 
morsels contained therein. 
This, togethe r with students 
reknowned for their apathy 
has led to a Kaif · without 
the ••• 

After preliminary investiga­
tions and having ext'ended 

· our prying t entacles, we 
concluded that there was 
enough to warrant ou 
"Grand Kaif Expos@ which 
will manifest itself in the 
3rd term. 
CAPSOC 
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210 eKams 
~ in 9 ·days 

'' I'm not on 
anyon.e's 
side'' 

This year has seen English­
speaking campuses become 
scenes of violence between 
police and students. Demon­
strations, clashes with pol­
ice and mass meetings 
have shown that students 
are realizing that they 
cannot divorce themselves 
from what is happening 
around South Africa. 

At UCT, Wits and Durban 
Unive rsities , the Admins 
have cqme out strongly on 
the side of the students, 
conde mning police action 
and heeding the , call to 
close their universities on 
May 6. While at Rhodes... · 

Dr. Henderson, the Vice­
Chancellor, told RHODEO 
"I'm not · on anyone' s 
side". Commenting on 
the police action on cam­
pus, he said "On the 
whole, the police acted 
with restraint". 

On May 7 students, fed 
up with the Administ ra­
tions ' lack of response to 
students grievances, met 
on Kaif Lawns along with 
workers and some acade­
mic;s t o decide on how to 

respond. 

Over 700 students voted 
for "no confidence in the 
Rhodes Administ ration". 
This was the first t ime a 
motion of no.· confidendce 
in the administration has 
ever been passed at Rhodes. 

Some of the students' 
grievances were Hendersons ' 
re fusal to join the May 6 
prot ests; Admin locking 
thei r doors when the 
police advanced on students, 
leaving people nowhere t o 
run to and Hendersons ' 
refusal to call a University 
Assembly and close the 
campus on May 6. 

Students mandated and 
Ac tion Committee to 
"work out how we can 
take forwa rd out grievan­
ces". The committee 
consis_ts of . delegates from 
NUSAS, BSM, • Rhodes 
workers and three staff 
members elect ed by the 
Student Assembly. 

RHODEO spoke t o one of 
the Action Committee 
members: 
" We would like to get 

t he Admi·n to actively 
support legitimate protests. 
"Unive rsities around the 
country ·were closed on ' 
May 6, while our Vice­
Chancellor re fused to even 
comment on the elect'ions" , 
the committee member 
said. 

When asked whether the 
university is trying to be 
pol-itically neutral, . Dr. 
Hende rson said, "The 
university, qua institution, 
does not commit itself to 
any political stance". 
Responding to this a mem­
ber of the Action Commit­
t ee said, "By not wanting 
to take a position - the 
unive rsity is in fact taking 
one and supporting injustic­
es in this country - it is 
impossible to remain neut ral 
in the South African con­
text". 

The committee member 
disputed the Vice'-Chancel­
lors ' claim that the police 
act ed with i'.estraint 
"The polices ' presence on 
campus in itself, was a 
violation of students ' 
rights". 

A large percentage of students are guarent eed to end up with an 

inadequate timetable as a result of so many exams being c ra mmed 

into too short a time. 

Rhodes admin's short 
sightedness coupled with 
their tight fisted policies 
seems irretrievably set on 
a path which will once 
again ensure that their 
final exam timetable for 
june will verge ·on academic 
sabotage. 

The most prominent prob­
lem with thei r Provisional 
timetable (the . latest 
issued on going to press) 
is the fact that admin is 
trying t o cra m· about 210 
exams into nine examina­
tion days. 

Although the official time 
table stretches from the 
9th to the 19th, t he 14th 
and 16th a re not ·included, 
leaving nine days into 
which admin seems intent 
on cramming 210 exams. 
That's an average of 23 a 
day!! 

But the problem does not 
stop there. A closer look 
at the 1st Provisional 
reveals: 

just ove r 65% of first . 
year subjects are crammed 
into the first five days. 

Only 39% of all exams 
fall in the second half of 
the timetable (on and 
afte r the 15th). 

Tl\e number of exams per 
day fluctuates wildly 
above and below the aver­
age of 23. 28 exams are 
being held on the 12th _ 
and 15th, while a · meagre 
14 is being held on the 
19th. 

The stock reply admin 
gives eve ry year to those 
students complaining of a 

riduculously overloaded 
timetable is "Sorry, but 
we can't please everybody, 
you know". 

Of course they can't 
please everybody! It ' s 
impossible to . do so when 
t rying to fit so many 
exams into . so short a 
time, especially 'when 
exams follow on straight 
aft er lectures without any 
study bre~k. 

An unavoidable consequence 
of such a schedule will be 
that · a la rge number of 
students will be left holding 
the short 'end of the stick. 
This is not some aberra­

tion or malfunction of the 
Rhodes exam timetable, 
it' s an organic charact eris­
tic which will continue as 

· long as admin insists on 
sticking to such a ridiculous 
schedule. 

,It means that a large 
percentage of students a re 
guaranteed to end up with 
an madequate t imetable. 

But , when we came to 
university, we did so under 
the agreement that Rhodes 
University would provide 
us with an adequate higher' 
education in persuit of a 
degree. This implicitly 
incudes the proviso that 
the university allow us a 
fair ' means of assessing 
our competence and under­
standing of our subjects. 

The fact that a ·gua ranteed 
recurring inadequacy is 
built into the exam' t ime­
table really means that 
Rhodes is not honouring 
its si.de of the contract. 

The shortcomings of its 

timetable does not necce­
sariy mean that all the 
affected ' students a re 
going to fail , but it cer­
~ainly could have .'disastrous 
consequences for borderline 

· cases. 

And this does not only 
include those students who 
find the mselves st ruggling 
but just getting by, who 
would get by if they were 
given a fair examination. 

It also affect bright stu­
dents who find themselves 
in financial difficult ies 
and a re hoping for a 
bursa ry . on condition they 

attain, or retain, a 
cert ain st anda rd. 69% is 
still only a lower second, 
no· matter how close it 
comes to an uppe r. 

just 'because these are 
june exams does not mean 
that they are unimport ant. 
Students on academic 
probation might find t heir 
unive rsity caree,rs cut 
short as a result of an 
unfair timet able. 

Students who have write­
offs could find themselves 
faced with right -offs, just 
because Rhodes wishes to 
pack its students off 
home as soon as possible. 

The examinations off icer 
is current ly only dealing 
wi th clashes. The second 
provisiona l is scheduled 
for the 25th (Monday), 
but it seems doubtful , 
given the limit ed exam 
period, that those ·students 
hoping for some relie f 
fro m t esting ti mes will 
get what they want. .... 
Who knows, it may be you 
this t ime around. 
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On your marks, get set, drop out! 
"Rrrrrright! Ladies and Gentlemen, the time is now 
five . minutes to nine. · You have three hours in which 
to write your exam, we will stop at five minutes to 
twelve. Good Luck!" · 

Go! Ohshitwheresmypenlknewlshouldhavebroughtasparel 
can 'thandlethisWhatiflfailmyparentswillneverspeaktome 
againOhGodwhatsthequestionldon' tbelieveit Howcanthey 
askthatl 'veneverevenheardofthatpersonandtheywant me to 
write500linestwoandahalfpages25minutesonhimThisisbizarre 
Neverminddon 'tpanicfindanotherquestion .•. Ohnonotthat 
anythingbutthatlcouldn' tevenwri tefivelineson,thatquestion 
andevenifldidmylecturerwouldthinkl' msuchanassholewait 
waitwait ••••••• AAAAaaaaargh!!! 

page four 

Can you handle it? You've got three hours! Three 
hours! You've been sitting in a gloomy, sweaty .and 
boring lecture theatre, day in and day out, listening . 
to a gloomy, sweaty and boring lecturer raving . on 
and on about a topic you don't understand, don't 
think is relevant and don't find particularly interesting 
and now you've got THREE HOURS! 

Phew! 

Well, that's exams fo.r you. But don't worry. One 
day you're going to walk in there, sit down sedately, 
calmly read the question· paper and start writing, 
without even a drop of swe~t touching your smooth 
and untroubled bro!/. Ha, ha, ha, NOT BLOODY LIKELY!!!!!! 
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First .National 
Press Day 

A number of newspapers, 
media organisations and 
prominent individuals last 
·week endorsed a statement 
issued by the South African 
Students' Press . Union 
(SASPU), to which RHODEO 
is affiliated. 

The sta t ement on freedom 
of the press and calling 
for the est ablishment of a 
National Press Day, was 
issued in the face of 
ever-increasing media 
restrictions, an almost 
total black- out of news, a 
propaganda· onslaught by 
the Government and SABC, 
and the continued detention, 
harassment and deportation 
of journalists', according 
to a Rhodes member of 
the SASPU executive. 

The statement read as 
follow.:;: 

"South Africa is currently 
gripped by 

1 
a political 

crts1s. The peaceful resolu­
tion of this crisis is a 
goal that we cherish and 
strive towards. As people 
and organisations involved 
wi th media 'and the p ress,· 
we believe t hat all South 
Af ricans have the right to 
be properly informed 
about the circumstances 
on the flow of information 
are encouraging the polari­
sation of South African 
society. 

We have seen that: 

- the Bureau fo r Informa­
tion controls public know­

as in the recent general 
elec~ion ; 

- information about black 
political organisations and 
aspirations, centrally impor­
tant to our political future ;­
is being distorted and 
suppressed. 

We believe that the free 
flow .of information is 
crucial if real solutions to 
the problems plaguing our 
country are to be found. 
Without a free press there . 
is little chance of u!con­
ciliation in this country. 
We endorse the call for 
the inaugaration of an 
annual day to assess the 
state of press freeedom in 
South Africa. 

Organisations and. news­
papers which endorsed the 
statement include The EP 
Herald; The Weekly Mail; 
The New. Nation; the 
Southern African Society 
of journalists (SASj); the 
Media Workers Association 
of South Africa; South; 
fl:nt i-Censorship Action 
Group; Albany News 
Agency; EL News Agency; 
Eastern Cape News Agency; 
Grocotts Mail; and Rhodes 
University's Department 
of journalism and Media 
Studies. 

Among the individuals who 
agreed to endorse it were 
Harvey Tyson, the editor 
of the Star and Aggrey 
Claaste, acting-editor · of 
the Sowetan. 

ledge of centrally signifi- Jhe statement was also 
cant news, endorsed by all the SASPU 

the SABC's intensive 
subject ive coverage power­
fully misrepresent s news, 

a ffiliates , of which there 
a re SO . on 7 different 
ca mpuses. 

• 

Friends dofJ't 
steal friends' 
books 

Rhodes Library has a problem: too many 
books go missing. With the frightening 
hike in book prices and the swiftness 
with which books go out of print, we 
are unable to replace most of our losses 
and it is such a waste to have _to use 
money for that reason rather than for 
buying new books. 

Elsewhere, libraries have held amnesty 
weeks which have proved a great success. 
Rhodes Library is having · an amnest 
week from 1 - 6 june 1987. Any books 
or periodicals belonging to the Library 
may be returned anonymously either 
through the post or through the book 
return chute outside the Library's front 
door. No questions asked! 

For the sake of our present and future 
students and staff we hope to have a 
really good response · and accordingly 
thank all potential contributors m ad­
vance. 

• 

This is the memorialin the joza Graveyard. built by ECC and bashed down by boots. A 3m 
cross was broken down by the same boot-people. The inscription on the plaque reads: In 
memory of all those who have died in the stuggle for a just Peace •in South Afric~ .. (Who 
don't know who the Boot-people are, but the boot prints in the wet cement look famtllar.) 

Bogies attack 
The Rhodes End Conscript­
ion Campaign was prevented 
from holding a memorial 
service for victims of 
"unrest" and cleaning up 
a township graveyard, by 
police and SADF action. 

The project was organised 
jointly with township 
residents and was to take 
place . in the Tantye ceme­
tary on Saturday 16 May. 
A memorial was to be 
consecrated "to those . who 
have died in the struggle 
for a just Peace", and an 
interdenominati )Pal prayer 
service in the graveyard" 
was to be held. The plant­
ing of trees and cleaning 
up of litter was also 

Hassles 
Hassles 
Hassles 
The library is finally 
investigating the cost and 
viability of computerising 
its modus oprandi. Three 
aspects that urgently 
require attention are 

1. The cataloguing system 
2. an anti-theft system 
3. • the issue system. 

The present cataloguing of 
'the books in the library 
is, at best, defective. 
Re-cataloguing will be 
costly both in terms of 
the computer ha'rd and· 
software required, and the 
enormous amount of work 
(and therefore wages) 
involved. 

planned. 

The proj ect was intended 
to offer a constructive 
alternative to military 
service by showing that 
black and white South 
Africans could work togeth­
er to build a just and 
peaceful future. Actively 
involving themselves in the 
concerns of township 
residents shGwed that "we 
care about what is happen­
ing to you behind the veil 
of censorship; we want to 
work with you, not pick 
up guns and fight against 
you", ECC said. The project 
was also a.imed at breaking 
down some of the racial 

Rhodes students who played 
the role of campus· security 
guards on Mayday were 
paid over three times as 
much as some of the 
security guards. 

Students were paid R30 
for a six hour shift, while 
a security guard, who has 
been employed by Rhodes 
for a number of years, 
said he earned just under 
RlO for six hours work. 

When asked if he thought 
the students' wages were 
excessive, the Vice-Chan­
cellor, Dr Derek Henderson, 
said; "People who are 
employed on occassions 
where there is no security 
tend to be paid more per 
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barriers imposed by t he 
injustice of apartheid. 

On Friday night, a house 
where ten ECC members 
were sleeping in order to 
make an early start the 
following day, was raided 
~y- the security police at 
about 1 am. They were 
taken to the police station 
for questioning and three 
members of the ECC 
executive were detained 
under the Emergency 
Regulations because, ac­
cording to the security 
police they constituted a 
"threat to society". The 
others were released two 
hours later after · being 

hour than people who have 
a regular . job. These a­
mounts are related to 
what students would get 
for vac jobs and also 
bearing in mind the awk­
ward hours the late 
nights and so on". 

. The guard works a 12 
·hour shift per day for 
four days ::.. .. :;1 then . has 
two days free that 
means 20 workdays in a 
30 day month. He earns 
just under R400 a month 
which works out at under 
R10 per six "awkward" 
hours. 

Many security guards were 
reluctant to speak to 
RHODEO about their 

given notices prohibiting 
the m · from entering the 
township. 

On Saturday morning a 
group of students, pri ests 
and representat ives · of 
Ch ristian societies went 
by bus to the . township 
but we re stopped by heavily 
armed soldie rs at a · S~DF 
roadblock. 

A . short p rayer se rvice 
was held on the bus which 
was forced to wait for 
the Security Branch by 
the SADF. The SADF was 
escorted out of the town·· 
ship by two police vehicl es 
and an army buffel. 

At the police station 
everyone was individually 
issued with banning orders 
making it illegal for them 
to enter any of the three 
black townships until 31 
August 1987. 

Two priests who had not 
been on the , bus were 
eventually able to enter 
the Tantye cemetary to 
consecrate the memorial. 
The [Jlemorial, built out 
of clinker brick with a 
marble plaque embedded 
on top of it, had been 
vandalised and the large 
cross of welded sc rap 
metal had been . pull ed 
down. Boot prints were 
found on and around the 
memorial. 

The priests blessed the 
memorial and were then 
taken out of the township 
under police escort. 

The security police told 
the lawyer of the three 
detained exec members 
that they would be held 
"until the end of August". 
However one of the detain­
ees was the son of the 
Mayor of Cape Town. This 
caused a considerable stir 
in the local and interna­
tional press. They were 
released four days later. 

"This fortunate ' turn of 
events must not be allowed 
to make us forget the 
tens of thousands of detain­
ees who are not so privileg­
ed. Many of them have 
been in prison for a long 
time already, like janet 
Cherry, the chairperson of 
Port Elizabeth ECC, who 
was detained on 26 August 
last year", EtC said. 

working conditions. "I'm 
afraid of losing my job," 
one said. 

A student 'guard', when 
asked by RHODEO what 
his Mayday job wasr said 
"We are just here for 
security, you know, someone 
could steal something". 

However a RHODEO mem-
ber overheard a radio 
message t o the 'guards' 
which told · them to "watch 
the Great Hall area, espec­
ially for · people spray 
painting ' or damaging 
things". They also reported 
on the activities of students 

. at the Mayday meeting in 
the Great HaiL 
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Building Pe 
The night after he was returned to power through the 
whites-only election, PW Botha told us that the only place 
change was going to come from was within Parliament. 
He would not allow organisations to work for change 
outside of parliament, he said. 

The statement was ironic, in the sense that the elections 
have proved, if nothing else, that this parliament is one 
place from which fundamental change will never ccme. 

The elections were neither free nor fair. They were not 
free, because they took place under a State of Emergency 
with police and army contrcl, an almost total information 
blackout, no freedom of association, and with extra-parlia­
mentary organisations suffering under the worst attack 
since the 1960's. They were not fair, because the majori­
ty .of South Africans were excluded. 

The central debate around ·the elections was not so much 
one of how "reform" was going to be implemented, but 
rather of how best tc maintain wealth and priviledge for 
a minority of people. 

During the election period left-wing and 'liberal whites 
were confronted with the qt:estion of whether or not it 
would serve any purpose to vote for the Progressive Federal 
Party. 

Since 1984 the PFP has come under criticism for their 
continued participation in parliament. The 1984 tricameral 
elections were clearly rejected by the majority of South 
Africans, but the PFP still maintained that they had a 
role to play in changing the system from within. Hc•W·· 
ever, the later resignations of PF-1~ leader, Van Zyl Slab­
bert and his deputy, Alex Borraine, ' reflected a growing 
disillusionment asmong. liberals. 

Even so, there were still doubts in the recent electicn. 
Could people like Errol Moorcroft play a useful role, 
taking into account the help he provided for detainees and 
students called up for National Service, etc? 

It was a contentious issue, and Moorcroft's defeat caused 
some . bitterness among his supporters, who placed a large 
portion of the blame for it on the left. 

This kind of side show only took place in a couple of 
areas though - there are · few people like Moorcroft in the 
PFP - and in other regions the defeats which they suffered 
were simply another indication that parliamentary options 
are a waste of time. 

So what about the thousands of whites who do realise 
this, and the millions of other people who are excluded 
anyway? What other options are there for putting an 
end to conflict in this country? 

Extra-Parliamentary Politics 
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On August 20, 1983, 2000 delegates from over · 400 organis­
ations nationwide came together in Cape Town to form 
the United Democratic Front. It was launched at a mass 
rally attended by more than 12 000 people. The UDF 
was formed to bring a broad range of anti-apartheid organ­
istations together in an alliance against the new constitut­
ion and the Koornhof bills. Within three months, a further 
200 organistations had joined. 

Today the UDF is composed of political organisations, 
trade union movements, women's organisations, community 
organisations, youth and student organisations, and it is 
still growing. 

On November 29, 1985, the growing strength and unity of 
the trade union movement culminated with the formation 
of the Congress .of South Afr.lcan Trade Unions. Cosatu''s 
membership of · over half a million workers represents the 
largest black worker organisation in South Africa's history, 
and the federation .has increased the effectiveness of 
worker action both in the factory and in alliance with 
community and student organisations in the townships. 

Earlier this year over 200 delegates from nine regions met · 
under the tightest security, and launched the South African 
Youth Congress. The launch was a remarkable feat of 
organisation, taking place in the face of the harshest 
repression in years. About 80% of the 30 000 emergency 
detainees are youths, and even before Sayco's · formal 
lanuch there were strong indications that it would be a 
prime target for repression. While there were no illusions 
about the threats and challenges facing organisation, the 
launch gave an overwhelming sense of history in the making. 
With an estimated membership of over half a million and 
active support of over two million South African youth, 
Sayco is the UDF's largest affiliate. Their slogan "Freedom 
or death, victory .is certain", is serious • . 

But these initiatives mentioned here have taken place on a 
national level. If we . want information about exta-parlia­
mentary organisations we don't need to look further than 
Grahamstown or Port Alfred, were we have numerous 
youth, community, worker and women's organisations. 

Here, as elsewhere, the. government has tried continously 
to criminalise this kind of opposition, and hold it responsible 
for violence in the townships. But we needn't be fooled 
by SABC propaganda. These organisations are all working 
for non-racialism and democracy, and have taken up legit­
imate concerns. People do not need "agitators" to tell 
them that they are starving, or that they are being exploit­
ed. They do not need '"agitators" to tell them that they 
are living under conditions of the most abject poverty, 
while the wealth of this country is conentrated in the 
hands of a small minority. 

This situation is obviously conflictual, but it is through 
organisations that the anger and resentment is channeled 
into contructive activity,. rather than senseless violence. 
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At the moment there are 30 000 so-called "agitators" in 
detention, but the • conflict remains. 

Where violent confrontations have taken place betwen 
people in the townships, they have usually been due to a 
Jack of leadership. The existence · of undisciplined mobs 
is not surprising, conside~ing that so much of their leader­
ship is in detention or in hiding. 

Smear campaigns and repression are a daily factor facing 
community organisations, whose only "crime" has been 
trying to improve their lives. 

The Experience Of Port Alfred 

The Port Alfred people started growing their owr. · crops, 
and each street elected an agriculturalist. These repres­
entatives elected · a council, who would meet with other 
organisations and decide what to grow. · They- bought a 
beerball, and turned it into a community centre, where 
they sold the produce. Money from the crops was put 
back into seeds and implements, and other projects wete 
devised. 

Women's organisations taughts people how to sew and 
crochet. Using money from the agriculture they bought 
material and machines, and made clothes. The clothes 
were also sold at the market. They set up a creche and 
a pre-school. 

Other projects involved setting up an advice office, to 
deal with rent and pension problems; upgrading the town­
ship, hiring teachers etc. 

None of- these were the actions of people bent on violent 
revolution, yet their activities met with severe repression. 

Many of the people involved in the agricultural project 
were detained. The creche, the pre-school and the advice 
office were all occupied by kitskonstabels. All equipment 
in these places was taken away, including blankets and 
toys. The beerball can't be used as a market anymore. 

This is what Botha meant when he said
1 

change would 
only come from parliament, and it is clear now tha~ the 
crackdown on extra-parliamentay organisations is going to 
increase. 

As students, and as people who have a stake in the future 
of this country, we need to know the truth about what is 
happening out there in the townships. What's more, we 
need to participate in building and strengthening non-racial 
and democratic organisation. Casting a vote in a whites-
only election is not enough. For people like Errol Moor-
croft, and the PFP, the question now should be on what 
they can do outside of parliament, and how they can join 
forces with people's organisation in putting an end to 
conflict in South Africa. 



Building a 
Most people would agree 
that the solution to Sout'h 
AfriCa's problems is a 
good dose of democracy. 

Ask the ordinary South 
African what democracy 
means, and your answer is 
not likely · t o 'be: voting 
'in the . gene ral elections 
every few years. For 
ordinary' peop,le living in 
the townships and rural 
areas of ·South Africa, 
democracy means much 
more than · that. It means 
t ·aking control of their 
own lives. . It means taking 
control of community life. 
And it rrieans taking that 
control away from the 
government, from the 
bosses and from the army. 

Unite or starve 
Thrs was beginning to 
happen all around the 
country, even in small 
out .:.of-the way towns like 
Port Alfred in the Eastern 
Cape. Of course the 
government di.dn' t like 
this, so they decl a red the 
State of Emergency. Now 
all these attempts are 
being crushed and we 
can't even tell you . about 
it. 

But the. many anti-apartheid 
activists that have been 
detained · in Port Alfred 
have been told by the 
police t hat they didn't 
like wh'"at had been happen­
ing in Port Alfred. And 
that th~y would crush it . 

Unemployment j s a serious 
problem in Port Alfred. 
There aren't very many 
jobs available. Those 
people that do work , work 
on the white farms, at 
the garages or in the 

· shops. And after the 
consumer boycott · In Port 
Alfred last year, many 
people were fired. But 
rather than sit around and 
starve, the people of Port 
Alfred decided to take 
matters into their own 
hands. 

Their most ·-pressing problell,l 
was to ensure that every·­
body had food. Rather 
than let the yards go to _ 
wasfe or be used for 
pretty flower gardens, it 
was decided to grow vege~ 
tables. · 

from vegies ... 
"It was agreed that each 
family in the community 
would render their yard to 
agri.culture, and in each 
street committee an agri­
culturalist was elected. 
These agricultural •epresen-
tatives have their own 
forum a council, and 
they elect an executive, 
and meet with other orga­
nisations," said an anti 
apartheid 

1 
activist from 

the area. 

11They decide what to 
plough in some areas 
onions, in some cabbages , 
in some mielies , and so on. 
The family has a duty to 
look after the plants, and 
the street committee 
checks up on this." 

"Some yards were in a 
bad way, and had · never 
been cultivated before. 
The youth have been de­
ployed there to cultivate. 
But most of the peqple 
involved in the• agricultural 
council . are · the old age 
pensioners. This curbs 
them from drinking and 
having nothing to do." 

Once the vegetables we re 
harvested , each· family 
was allowed · to keep 10% 
of their .produce, the rest 
was taken to the market, 
where it was sold at cost 
price to the township 
residents. 

... to market 

• 

The market doubles up as 
the community centre. It 
used to be the · old beerball. 
People had boycotted the 
beerball until the owner 

healthy community 
started making a loss and 
forced to sell it. So they 

.bought it. Everybody in 
the community contributed 
RlO and they had their 
o_wn community centre. 

The money made from the 
sale of the vegetables, 
was administered by the 
community o·rganisations·, 
They used it to buy more 
seeds and agricultural 
implements, which became 
communal property. The 
money was also used. to 
finance and set up ne.w 
proje~ts. The women's 
orgamsation set up a 
project to train people . to 
sew and crochet . articles 
of clothing which were 

. then a!'so sold at the 
market. Money from the 
vegetables was · used to 
buy the initial materials 
and machines to set up 
this sewing co-operative. 

Additional money is also 
raised through membership 
fe,es that everyone has to 
pay. But money is still a 
problem. Says the activist 
from Port Alfred: "We 
had many plans for fund­
raising before the emerg­
ency. We have a serious 
lack of . funds, which we 
need to create job oppor­
tunities, to set up co-ops 
to- provide work." 

An activist from .Port 
Alfred explained how ·. this 
worked in practise: "At 
one time, a contractor 
arrived ·to . employ people 
to build a school. But he 
was not proceeding accord­
ing to organisational pro­
cedure. He just started 
hiring people at will. So 
the workers' organisation 
called him in to discuss it 
with them. , They insisted 
he fire everyone he had 
employed and start from 
scratch. Then the workers' 
organisation negotiated 
the question of wages, 
working hours, · overtime 
and workers' rights. 

, "And the workers 1 organisa­
tion explained to him that 
'in Port Alfred, it is not 
for the personn~f manager 
to hire · the · workers. 
Instead the . contractor 
must submit lists to the 
organisadon of how many 
workers they need, and 
with what skills, and the 
organisation will choose 
who should get the job. 

learning together 

Working together 

A similar system was in 
operation in the schools. 
The community in effect 
did the hiring and firing 
of teachers, not the De­
partment of Education and 
Training (DET), although 
the DET still pays the 
salari es. " Once the princi­
pal employed a teacher 
without going through the 
st ructure);, so Gugile Nk-

There is no formal t rade 
union in the area, but 
nonetheless , workers and 
the unemployed a re organi­
sed into a workers' organi­
sation which looks after 
their interests. Because 
there is such a shortage 
of jobs in the area, the 
workers' organisation now 
controls the hiring of 
workers in the area. This 
is to ensure that the most 
needy people get employed, 
and to avoid a situation, 
where one family · has 
numerous breadwinners 
and another none. 

winti, president of the" 
Parents Organisation, 
phoned de Beer and got 
the teacher kicked out. 
"He was given one day," 
said an activist from Port 
Alfred. 

Since 1984,' Port Alfred 
has had a central structure 
with representatives from 
all the school committees, 
in which parents, teachers 
and s_tudents were involved. 

The people of Port Alfred 
also organised an Advice 
office, which dealt with 
problems like rents, pen­
sions, UJF, and so on. 
They were assisted in this 
by doctors, lawyers and 
social workers. MoJly 
Blackburn, from the Black 
Sash, a:lso played a crucial 
role here before she was 
killed. 

The other pr~ject run by 
the commumty is the 
creche. The running of 
this was taken over from 
the government Administ ra­
tion Board, after white 
employees left during the 
consumer boycott. During 
the negoti,ations around 
the consumer boycott,· the 
township residents managed 
to secure the building in 
which the creche is housed 
for themselves. 

The creche is in;portant 
to give mothers ume to 
work and involve themselves 
in other community pro­
jects. But, the people of 
Port Alfred felt the creche 
was also important for 
another reason. "We can 
now ensure that our chil­
dren grow up in a situation 
where they are aware of 
~heir history, and can be 
groomed from toddlerhood. 
They learn to compare 
leaders like P W Botha, 
Mandela, Treurnicht and 
Molly Blackburn." 

Toddlers groomed 

"We saw that white kids 
go to playschool from 
toddlerhood, and it is 
from this point that they 
learn their racism. Before 
then, they are often closer 
to their black nanny than 
their own mother, ·becaus·e 
it is their black nanny 
that sees to their every 
need. But once · they 
start at playschool new 
attitudes set in. So we 

learnt from this that our 
community should not 
either just rely on the 
kids learning progressive· 
ideas in the streets." 

'All children had to attend 
the creche. The fee is 
nominal. · Every family 
had to pay 20c regardless 
of whether they had 6 or 
two .children attending. 
Toys and blankets were 

bought from communal 
funds. A clinic was set 
up near the creche, so 
that a tight check could 
be kept on the health of 
the children. 

A hard knock 
The township residents in 
Port Alfred have been 
boycotting rents since 
1985. The people felt that 
their rent money should 
go towar.ds improving the 
conditions ,of the community. 
Their suggestions included 
money going towards the 
supplying of street lights, 
taps, toilets, decently 
constructed houses and 
tarred roads. 

And today? 

Not much of this exists 
·anymore. 

"When the State , of Emer­
gency hit, it hit hard. 
Many who were invol.ved 
in the agricultural project 
were detained. The offices 
we were using fo r · the 
creche and the Ad~ice 
offices have now · been 
taken over by the kits 
konstables as their living 
quarters, and it seems 
they have taken all the 
equipment away - including 
the blankets ~nd the toys. 
The beerhaU buildings 
can't operate as a market 
anymore • 

PW.ON TRIAL 
A former "parabat", Steven 

· Louw, told a P.E., magist­
rate courtlast week how 
he was told by his Major 
to . "beat up blackS" and 
to drop them on the other 
side of the township when 
he was finished. 

He also watched troops 
shooting stones, using 

· homemade catapults, at 
vehicles and pedestrians 
trying to provoke reaction 
against the SADF. 

Louw· witnessed troops 
blackmailing a shebeen 
owner by threatening him 
with arrest, into providing 
them with liquor. 

Louw was also told by the 
same Major to "drive up 
and down" the street 
"hoping to provoke stone-
throwing or retaliatory 
action". "I remember 
thinking that this was not 
the way to keep peace" 
he said. 

The ' evidence was heard in 
mitigation in the trial of 
22-year old P.E. concien­
tious objector, Phillip 
Wilkinson, who was fined 
R600 for failing to hee~ a 
call-up .for a military 
camp in April last year. 

Another VICtim of the 
SADF who gave evidence 
was Paul Ipumbu who was 
detained for six years in 
Ngmibra, under guard. 
No reasons were given for 
his detention. 

Jpumbu fled a Lutheran 
school in 1978 when SADF 

set up camp 900 
from the school. 

Many inhabitant.s had 
"running away" 
SADF atrocities, he 
the court. 

He was sheltered In a ' 
camp inside Angola when 
the SADF attacked the 
camp with jets and ground 
forces. 
He saw SADF personnel 
"shooting at the people 
who were lying around 
looking for cover". 

"I saw over 100 men, 
women and children killed" 

, he said. 

He was later move to 
. Mariental detention camp 
where he spent six years. 
He was never charged. 

Jpumbu described some of 
his experiences in deten­
tion 15 soldiers had 
beaten him about "like a 
football". He spent two 
days on his back after the 
beating "without medical 
care". 
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Children need peace 
The ECC Peace Picnic on Sunday 17 
May marked the end of their national 
'War is not compulsory · let's choose 
a just Peace' campaign. Children and 
parents of all ages came together to 
spend a day of fun and sharing. A 
glimpse of what life in South Africa 
should and· will one day be like. 
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Second class pass National 
Rhodeo has often covered 
events on the so-called 
'bush' colleges, such as 
Fort Hare, Turfloop, Unive­
rsity of Transkei and 
University of Bophuthatsw­
ana. These institutions 
are part and parcel of the . 
bantustan system _and 
students there feel · the 
brunt of the repression 
·from puppet leaders. 

were very scanty. The re our schools -another form hands on. Three msteumdebnetrss ca· mp· u· s· 
were 3 000 students but of provocat ion. and five Inkatha 
we only had one soccer 4 were killed. 
field, one rugby field and Rhodeo: So does admin Rhodeo: How do you feel 
a few netball and tennis allow police on campus? about racist attitudes at 
courts. There was no Student X: Yes, the Rhodes? a· t 
swimming pool and the- police come in with the Student X: must niake up a e 
library was very badly go-ahead from admin. it clear that there are · . 

~~~=; What about ~~=~n:tma G~~~:· th~eb;oli~; ~a~i~~s. racis~s ma;s~lf bl~c~ 

White students are generally 
unaware of the conditions 
- despite the fact that as 
educational institut ions we . 
are supposed to be of 
equal status and to meet . 
one another on this basis. 

Many black students on 
our campus have run the 
gauntlet of these second-
class institutions before 
ending up here. 

Rhodeo noted the differenc­
es between 'whi.te' and 
'black' universities in an 
interview with an ex-Unive­
rsity of Zululand student. 
Conditions vary from camp­
us to campus so we asked 
him as general questions 
as possible. 

Rhodeo: What is the 
most striking difference 
between 1white' and 'bush' 

getting books? onto campus, they · will fortunate in that I have 
Student X: The library at stay there. Students worked with whites and 
Fort Hare is so badly · don ' t go onto campus there we re no problems. 
stocked that students have without ID when the police So I came here openminded 
to come to Rhodes to surround it. If you're and I left room for people 
photostat books. caught without an ID . who are more unfortunate. 
Rhodeo: How does the card, you really have to They are unfortunate in 
bursary system work? answer some very heavy that they feel superior to 
Student X: Bursaries are questions. black people just after 
given on academic merit When the Inkatha movement looking at them. But any 
and aren't racially based. clashed with students at racist - even pink- has no 
The administration consists the University of Zululand place with me. 
of white and black members the Rector said that he Rhodeo: Where did you go , 
and decides on the allocat- would not take ' the side jolling? 
·ion of bursaries and loans. of either Inkatha or stude- Student X: There ue no 
They tend to be more nts. just like Henderson. forms of entertainment. 
understanding of our eire- Rhodeo: So what happened No cheese and wines , no 
umstances and are generally with Inkatha? formal dinners, no campus 
more considerate. We Student X: Inkatha is bands and very few societies 
don't have to sign surety supported by about 25% of So the jol . was films, 
for loans but if you don't the students and they some ballroom dancing 
repay them they withold wanted to have a rally in and · choir competition~ •. 
your results. Or alternativ- a hall on campus. Since · A group of us used to put · 
ely if you work harder it was our hall we decided money together for jam 
you could get your loan to protest. We _. marched sessions - buy some booze · 
converted into a bursary. there singing songs and from the shebeen and go 
Rhodeo: What is the told them in no uncertain to the township for a 
extent of oppression on terms that we didn't want party. Our campuses look 
the campuses? them· on our campus. as if 10 people put RlO 

AIRBORNE SMEAR CAMPAIGN 

An ECC fair was held in Cape Town last week, despite 
the many attempts to prevent and discredit ECC. 

he so-called Anti-Liberal Alliance- conducted an anti-ECC 
amphlet drop from privately hired helicopters throughout 

the Peninsular on the morning of the fair. Three police 
ans and an ambulance arrived to disperse the fair which 

was well attended. They said they believed there was a 
bomb that had been planted in the marquee. When it 
ecame obvious that · their 'scare' tactics wouldn't disperse 

the fair-goers, they left. 

And the fair continued -. thoroughly enjoyed by all. Except 
the fire-eater complained of a sore throat! 

SECURITY INVASION 

The SRC offices ·at UCT were invaded by 5 security police­
men on Tuesday. Armed with a search warrant and com­
plete with dark glasses and pin-striped suits, they proceeded 
to turn out every cupboard, drawer and pigeon-hole, includ­
ing dust-bins and metal plates in the print room in a three 
hour search. 

universities? · 
Student X: 
difference is 
to amenities • 

Student X: We are contin- Then all hell broke loose. each together to build a 
, The main ually surrounded by police. They chased us with spears university. The jols are According to an SRC statement they' "had nothing to hide 

. wi.th regard You can't . possibly study sticks, knobkieries and we scarce. and if the security police want to take a way the contents 
The amenit- with police all · over the had to fight back with of our dust-bins, maybe t hey should approach the ci ty 

..:i.:.es:_..:o:.::n:......:o.:u::..r _:c:.:a:.:m.:.:.:.pu.::.s~_:t_h_e_re __ c:._a_m_:_p_u_s. __ I_t_is_e_x_a_c_t_l:_y_· _li_k_e __ w:;.::h.:at::..e:.:v:..:e:.:.r_:w.:_e::.:_.:.co.:.u.:.l:..:d:.....l.:.a:...y_o_u_r ______________ 
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counc i I for more sui table employment". 

The specific demands of the Living Wage Campaign are: 
'*A 40 hour week without loss of pay; *May Day, june 16 and Sharpe­
ville Day (March 21) as paid public holidays; *job security; *No tax 
deductions; • A minimum of six months maternity leave and equal 
pay for work of equal value for women workers; *Decent housing 
near places of work and an end to . the hostel system and . migrant 
labour; *The right to decent education and training. 

·A massive smear has been 
mounted by the SABC and 
government on the Congress 
of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU), linking 
the congress to "communist 
organisations". 

The government banned 
the Soweto mass meeting 
that was to be the official 
launch of Cosatu' s Living 
Wage Campaign. 

Cosatu said in a memoran­
dum: "The state's propagan­
da will dub the Living 
Wage Campaign a commun­
ist-inspired plot to wreck 
the country". 
The wave of state repres­
sion accompanying the 
campaign, is directed at 
many thousands of workers. 

In the large:;t hatiomi.lly 
co-ordinated campaign 
since the 1950's, Cosatu 

the UDF and the National 
Education Crisis Cqmmittee 
(NECC). 

Worker's incomes have 
fallen steadily, while 
prices have increased. 
While big business and the 
government · ·retreat into 
their laager, determined 
Cosatu workers der;nand to 
have enough money to live 
on. 

aims above, each union 
affiliated to Cosatu is 
working out its own demand 
for a living wage. 
The Living Wage Campaign 
is , striking fear into the 
hearts of the bosses and 
their government. 1987 
may well prove to be a 
turning point in the fight 
by workers and progressive 
organisations to challenge 
th~ inequalities and injust­
ices imposed by the South 

·African state. Long before the banning has the support both In addition to the specific 

~--~----~--~------------~------------~ "18,6% 

16,4% 

12,4°1. 
12,3% 
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An SRC executive spokespe rson said the pretext for the 
sea rch w;1s t o look for a publication entitled 'The ANC: 
Where Do They Come From?', issued last year. The SRC 
believed the "invasion of privacy was completely unwarrant­
ed" and information contained jn the publication could be 
found in any academic work . on the ANC, in any library or 
bookshop, · 

"We believe that students, and in fact all South Africans, 
should have access to information about the ANC" the 
spokesperson said. She said campus had been bombarded 
with National Party propaganda about the ANC in the past 
few weeks. 

"If we are to evaluate this information in any intellectual 
sense, we need to have access to more information than is 
contained in three lines of the NP advert", she said. 

HOLY WAR AT UCT 

A meeting held by the Muslim Students Association (MSA) 
at UCT was invaded ·by angry members of the South African 
Union of jewish Students (SAUJS). 

The focal point of the confrontation was a placard which 
read 'Death to Zionist Imperialism'· 

This is the first time that conflict over the Middle-East 
issue has erupted at UCT. 

At a later _ meeting Pof Dennis Davi_s made 
forgotten but obvious point that as South 
have more important issues confronting us. 
oppose apartheid together than be divided 
that are thousands of miles away". 

the seemingly 
Africans·, we 
"Let's rather 
, by problems 

VIVA NON RACISM (UWC) 

The SRC at the University of the Western Cape has bann'ed 
AZASM (Azanian Students Movement) from operating on 
campus. AZASM rejects the principal of non-racialism 
and, because of this, have been denied permission to remain 
constituted as a society of campus . . The SRC's decision 
has received the support by SO UWC clubs and societies. 

MODERATE MILITANCE 

A member of Wits Student, the official student newspaper, 
has laid a charge with both the · police and the Students 
Disciplinary Committee against the vice-chair of the 
Student's Moderate Alliance (SMA). 

Whilst putting up anti-ECC stickers on campus, two mem­
bers of · the SMA, threatened and insulted Wits Student 
staff me mbers. 

"They were both very drunk, aggressive and abusive. One 
of them threatened to spit on a security guard to give 
him AIDS", Security Officials said. 



Slabberts· 
-Alternative 
There was new hope for 
democracy in South Africa 
due to conSensus between 
white democrats and organ­
isations like the UDF 
around the· need to replace 
apartheid with a non-racial 
democracy, said Dr Fred­
erick Van Zyl Slabbert in 
his closing address .to the 
Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative in South Africa 
(IDASA) national conference 
held in Port Elizabeth 
recently. 

Amongst those who address­
ed the conference on 
their perspective of what 
this democracy would look 
like were UDF national 
executive member, Mr 
Leon Louw, author of 
1 South Africa, the Solution 1 

and Arthur Chaskalson, 
sc. 

The repressive climat.e in 
which the conference took 
place was highlight ed by 
the detention of the UDF 
speaker who was on his 
way to present a paper on 
behalf of the UDF national 
executive, to the confer­
ence. As a result, the 
paper was presented by a 
member of the UDF 1s 
West e rn Cape executive. 

In the pape r, which impres­
sed many s andidates with 

its frank and practical 
suggestions; the UDF said 
that democracy was both 
the means by which the 
struggle against oppression 
was conducted and the 
goal of that struggle. 

The UDF, for the first 
time addressing ·a spectrum 
of delegates from business 
people to others involved 
in community organisations, 
said it was conducting a 
national democratic struggle 

national because -it 
involved all sectors of the 
South African community 
in building a new nation, 
and democratic because it 
was conducted democratic­
ally and had ' democracy as 
its goal. 

Parliament was the present 
centre of power and at 
the same time the greatest 
barrier to democracy, said 
the UDF. 

Mr · l,.ouw in his address 
said South Africa needed 
a system where all South 
Africans could participate 
in decision making at a 
grassroots level. 

He proposed a system 
where : the country would 
have a series of autonomous 
cantons - where one canton 
wpyld have a capitalist 

Nll'l'lf)NJ\IJ 

NE 1 
On the 16th june 1976, a shy teenage schoolgirl, Tiny Petersen, 

, searched for her younger brother, Hector. · She saw a group of 
boys surrounding a youngster who lay injured on the side of . the 
street. She moved closer and saw that it was Hector. He had 
been shot. She ·called him but he neither responded nor opened his 
eyes. She screamed hysterically for her dead brother who was _the 
first person to be killed in the protest against "~utter education". 

Educ'ation concerns us all 
· and for some of us, exams 
are just around the corner. 
If you . have studied the · 
exam timetable closely, 
you may have noticed 

, that ••• BANG! ••• in the middle 
of all the cramming, the 
paranoia and the tension -
we have a "holiday". 

Rhodes University recognises 
two official public ' holidays 
every year - Republic . day 
and Good Friday. Why is 
it that no exams are 
being written on june 16? 

Afrikaans as ·a medium of 
instruction. But the broad 
demand was clear - "End 

. gutter education now!" 

Bantu Education was part 
of the Verwoerdian dream, 
to keep black people in a 
subordinate position using 
education as one of the 
most powerful tools in the 
Apartheid plan. 

The bitter cry of protest 
was met with violence, 
detentions and the closure 
of schools . 

Concerned black adults 
formed the National Educa-. 
tion Crisis Committee, 
in 1985 to address student 
grievances. This was .met 
with more repression. 
Last year police occupied 
classrooms and detained 
teachers and scholars. 

·For the majority 
in. South Africa, 

' , is a day that 
•· ; commemorated 

the help of the 

of people 
june 16 
will be 

without 
SABC or 

"Natives will be taught 
from early childhood that 
equality with Europeans is 
not for them. What is the 
use of teaching the Bantu 
children mathematics 
which it cannot use in 
practise? There is no 
place for him · above the 
level of certain forms of 
labour" ,VerHoerd said. 

1986 saw the government 
issue bannings to the 
SRC 1s at schools. 

In the schools and in the 
universities throughout 
South Africa, conflict 
escalates daily. 

~-

.. 

system and another a 
capitalist one. 

He said that money was 
votes and . that democracy 
therefore meant freedom 
to exercise choice in the 
marketplace. 

Mr Louw who came u'nder 
·fire in a workshop session 
for "proposing another 
federal option", said he 
would not be specific 
about the number of can­
tons he proposed - there 
could be ten or a hundred. 

Hallmark cards. 

On june 16, 1976, black 
school children were killed 
after the police. opened 
fire on a peaceful crowd 
of 200 000 pupils gathered 
at Orlando Stadium to 
protest against Bantu 
Education. 

The student uprisings of 
1976 were the culmination 

· of grievances . against 
apartheid rule and the 

, system in particular. 

The protest was sparked 
off by the . enforcement of 

Despondent about the 
right wing shift in the 
white elections? Packing 
for Perth? The future 
generation of leaders in 
South Africa, ·the students, 
have faced the problems 
in our country and voted 
overwhelmingly for "One 
person one vote in a unitary 
South Africa". 

13 835 votes were cast 
nationally in the NUSAS­
SANSCO non-racial poJI in 
the week preceding the 
white elections. 86 percent 
said "yes". · 

In the period that followed, 
township youth errupted in 
protest which was brutally 
opposed by the police and 

the SADF 

Thousands of people 
· students and their parents, 
the wo rkers, began joining 
the national uprising which 
spread throughout the 
country. 

The begining of the 80's 
saw students making their 
grievances clear during 
country-wide boycotts an'd 
demonstrations. 

the NG Church and 567 
students came out in 
support of the poll. At 
Tukkies 48 students and 
three academics· signed a 
petition supporting the 
NUSAS call. 

NUSAS believes the overwh'­
elming support shown for 
the poll is .a beacon of 
hope for the majority of 
South Africans. It shows 
that among the whites in 
South Africa there are 
those who are determined 

Through education we 
learn important lessons 
from hi.story. The history 
of the struggle in South 
Africa has shown that the 
struggle will continue 
un'til the demands of the 
people are met. 

Despite repression, students 
conti·nue to call on all 
South Africans to endorse 
the long · standing call of 
the Freedom Charter that 
states: "The doors ·of 
learning and cul t ure shall 
be opened" in a · democratic 
South Africa where educat­
tion is free, compulsory 
and equal. 

ing on the future govern­
ment and constitution. 

- apattheid as a 
the past 
- economic growth 
ing an economy 
by apartheid 
-peace instead 
war 

thing of 

replac­
wrecked 

of civil 

- a non-racial and democ­
ratic South Africa taking 
its place ·among the leading 

. nations of the world. 

to take South Africa out The bravery and deterrpina-
of a state of · conflict and tion shown by students 
turmoil to reach a just nationally in asserting 

Leading personalities such so'tution based on universally . their right to peaceful 
as Bruce Fordyce, Nadine accepted democratic princi- protest despite some of 
Gordimer and Beyers pies. They are prepared the worst police violence 

Arthur Chaskalson, SC, Naude suppor.ted the poll to sacrifice their privileges, ever on our campuses, . is 
who spoke on democracy and there was widespread if necessary, to stake confirmation of the dedka-
and· the law, said South interest shown on the their claim for a peaceful tion of students, both 

· Africa was ensnared in a Afrikaans campuses. At future where it may be black and white, to search-
web of restrictive legis- Stellenbosch, 24 academics possible to speak of- ing for real solutions and 
tat ion. He said it was the 1-.:.:in.:.:c:.:l.:u.:d:.:in.:::g:_..:.t:.:h..:.e_..:.ch:...a...;p~l-a_in __ oc..,f __ -_:::.al:..:I_:::_So..:.u:..:t:..:h:..:..:.A:..:f:..:r..:.ic:...a_n_s_d_e_c_id_-_ _:_a--'f-i_na_l_e_n-:d::to:::;;;;;:=-_.;.;..;d;..;. __ · "1 
duty of lawyers to chal-
lenge legislation as well 
as to work within it to 
help those most discrim­
inated against. 

Chaskalson, presently 
Senior Council for the 
defence in the Delmas 
treason trial, said a future 
legal system would need 
the confidence of all 
South Africans if it were 
to work. 

ONE PERSON, 
ONE VOTE· 

IN A UNITARY SOUTH AFRICA 
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To date an est 
racially distinct 
policy of the p 
that a further 1 

Left: Thornhill 
people were first 
there. 

when 
moved 

Right: Grahamstown 
Sergeant Maqanda beats 
people to Glenmore. 

Bottom Left: Glenmore 
resettlement camp. 

Thousands still forced to move 
The 1980's have been touted by the gove rnment as an era 
of reform. In 1980 and in 1983 a Minister of the govern­
ment stated that people would, as far as possible, not be 
forcebly removed. 'Resettlement' for the betterment of 
peoples' conditions, for development and for the purpose 
of consolidating the bantustans would continue, but these 
would be carried out with consultation, and people under 
threat were encouraged to co-operate with the authorities. 
People now being moved are, according to the government, 
doing so voluntarily. 

In February of 1985 all comumttes threatened with removal 
were reprieved while the policy was reviewed. This reprieve 
excluded squatters and slum dwellers and those that agreed 
to move. The reprieve thus affected mainly the remaining 
Black Spots. 

The mass · removal of. 42 000 people from Langa., a long 
established informal settlement outside Port Elizabeth, to 
tents in a site and service scheme 15 kilometres . away 
called Kwa Nobuhle, was described by · a Department of 
Development and Planning periodical as "the big~st and 

most voluntary moving" undertaken. Langa is not hte only 
community that has been re!f!oved in the face of the 
government's stated halt of removals. Consolidation plains 

in KwaZulu entail the removal ·of at least 40 000 people. 
Consolidation of · Bophuthatswana and Kwa Ndebele has 
meant the inclusion of several communities into the Bantu­
stans. Thos homeless after the violence at Crossroads in 
1986 have been · moved by the authorities to tents and site 
and service schemes in Khaylitsha. Whether forced of 
voluntary removals inportant to attaining an apartheid 
society are abviously continuing. 

The creation of non-racial legislation together with the 
amendment of existing legislation such that it became 
non-racial, has taken over the functions of - the recently 
abolished influx control and the suspended removals policy 
This -new and amended legislation applies equally to all 
race groups. in practice, however, it is applica~le only to 
blacks. On a national scale last year's passing of the . 
Restoration of Citizenship Act, together with amendment 
to 'the AlienS Act are important for present and · future 
removals. The first provides for the restoration of citizen­
ship to a limited number of Transkei/Venila/Bophuthats­
wana/Ciskei ( TVBC) citizens - those who have or can 
establish permanent residence rights within South Africa. 
Official figures show that 9 to/ 10 million blacks · are pres­
ently classified as TVBC citizens - 6 million live in the 
Bantustans and 3,3 million live in South Africa. 1,75 million 

of these South African residents will qualify for restoration 
of South African citizenShip. Those that remain will becaom 
Aliens, and will ultimately have - to move to their ethnic 
bantustan or face severe penalties under the amended 
Aliens Act. -

At the local level influx control has been replaced by 
amendments tot he Slums and Squatting Acts. These acts 
are being used to enforce I! policy of 'orderly urbanisation'. 
In the formal townships it is seen to be - necessary to 
move sectors of the .population in order that the upgrading 
of the existing housing and facilities can take place. In 
this instance the Slums and Prevention of ILlegal Squatting 
Acts are used to evict or remove those people -surplus to 
the upgrading programmes su_ch that development and 
improvement in the living conditions of those that remain 
can take place. Informal ·settlements are removed by 
utilising the same acts. Here it is the whole settlement 
or community that - must move to site and service schemes 
where they are issued with tents, and/or permitted to 
erect new structures on a designated site. This type of 
removal is presented by the government as an improvement 
in living standars. · Surplus population from the upgraqed 
townships are also moved to these site and se-rvice schemes. 

The removal of South be( 
African Blacks began as sha 
early · as 1656 when Van teiJ 
Riebeeck drove out the pUI 
local . Hottentots in order Sot 
to establish a base for 191 
the Dutch East India 'isl 
Company. This process of ian 
displacement of Blacks to Af1 
ever smaller patches of Bla 
poor land continued until · all 
the establishment of Union ow 
in 1910. The 1913 Native she 
Land Act stipulated that arE 
Blacks were to have rights wa 
and access to land only in pee 
certain designated areas Th• 
that became known as res 
reserves. Outside of these wit 
reserves Blacks were not the 
permitted · to purchase Tiu 
land. In 1913 the reserve gui' 
land accounted for 7% of in 
South Africa's land - even val! 
the government recognised 1. 
that · this was insufficient rae 
land for the settlement of 2. 
73% of South Africa's w~ 
population. In 1936, with tha: 
the pa.Ssing of the Develop- rem 
ment Trust and Land Act, 3. 
the quota of land to be wo~ 
made available to the em1 
reserve areas was increased nati 
to 13%. · Out 

priiJ 
Not all blacks lived in of 
these · reserve areas. Blacks that 
were farmers on what had of 



stimated 3 ,S million people have been forcibly removed to 
apartheid 
esti~ater, 

and seperate areas as nee_essitated by the 
present government. The Surplus Peoples Project 
1,9 million people are under threat of removal. 

lCt 

It all began in 1656 
become white farms as . that apartheid could be Black people from the only the 'dumping grounds' 
sharecroppers and labour achieved. Let us examine reserve areas to the urban of those in the way of 
tenants. Many Blacks had each principal and its industrial centres. People achieving apartheid, but 
putchased land in 'white' implications. may only leave the· reserves the answer to Black politi-
South Africa before the and enter 'white' South cal representation. The 
1913 Land Act; these 1. The Group Areas Act Africa on a long term creation of Bantustans, 
'islands' of black owned of 1950 made it compulsory basis if they have access however, required the 
land within 'white' South . for residential areas to be to employment and housing. consolidati'on of · lots of 
Africa became known as racially classified such Shorter visits are possible little pieces of reserve 
Black Spots. Ultimately that only members of a BUT permission must be land into fewer, much 
all farm workers and land- particular race group obtained and endorsed in more solid chunks of land • . 
owners in Black spots could live in the area. the pass. This system was This meant that land 
should move to reserve Once a group area was obviously necessary to swops between governments 
areas. Little, however, proclaimed all those not maintain the reserve system and people began to take 
was done about these belonging to the race it was the legal means place. This often resulted 
people for · a long time. group for whom the area by which people already . in the removal of . people 
The concretising of the was designated, had to in the reserves were kept as the reserve land they 
reserve ideal tooK place move to areas set aside there, or 'endorsed' back might have been living on 
with the rise to power of for them. Enactment of if they had entered 'white' was given to South Africa, 
the Nationalists in 1948. this legislation in the South Africa illegally. and they would have to 
Three Nationalist policy 1950's .and 1960's affected move to land closer to 
guidelines are important mostly' Blacks, . Indians, 3. After the Nationalists their Bantustan in order 
in respect of forced remo- and 'Coloureds ' . Removals came to power the creation that consolidation could 
vals. under this act have become of seperate, etluiic 'home- take place more effectively. 
1. There was to be strict important again with the lands' simply extended the It was only in the 1960's 
racial segregation in towns. the re-el~ted Nationalist already existing reserve that the quota of land 
2. African urbanisation government stating that syStem. Not only would allocated by the 1936 Act 
was to be restricted, such Group Areas are to be these areas of seperate began to be bought up 
that most Blacks would fully enforced. land accomodate the 'ille- and that the consolidation 
remain in the reserves. gals' turned away from of the bantustans began. 
3. Development of reserves 2. Restricted Black urban- the cities, the unwanted The mass removal of rural 
would incorporate a strong isation has been achieved farmworkers, those · dis- people began in earnest. 
emphasis on tribalism and through the implementation placed by group . areas 
nationalism. of influx control the enactment and those who All the removals that have 
Out of these general notoriotis pass book system. had to leave the land they taken. place - 3,5 million 
principals emerged a range Influx control encompasses owned in Black spots, but , between 1960 and 1983 -
of legislative measures a range of interlocking these 'homelands' were can be linked t o the est abl-
that enabled the removal legislative measures that eventually to become self ishment of this apart heid 
of millions of people so restr-iet- the movement of governed. They were not society. 

By Claudia Reintges 

Lecturer in the Geography 
Department, Rhodes University 

Removals in the 
Eastern Cape 

Several Black Spots in the corridor area between the Ciskei 
and the Transkei have been reprieved (13/S/1986) pending 
further investigation into the removals policy. Despite this 
reprieve it seems that the ultimaye intention ist to move 
the communities of Lesseyton, Goshen, Kwelera and Mooi­
plaas to different pieces of land that are scheduled for 
consolidation into the Ciskei at some later date. Mgwali 
and Wartburg appear to be destined to be , removed to 
Frankfort - a resettlement camp in the Ciskei. Newlands, 
it seems, will not be physically removed as the intention 
is to incorporate it into the Ciskei. This is possible given 
the close proximity of the land to the Ciskei 's borders. 
At present the st"ates strategy and actions are unclear. In 
the interim, the communities must cope with an uncertain 
future and the fear of possible removal. 

The recent (April, 1987) Government Gazette announcement 
that areas in the Fort Beaufort/Stockenstom district, toget­
her with a portion of a- farm in Stutterheim have been 
consolidated into the Ciskei is a harsh reminder that the 
government remains intent on pursuing its apartheid ideal 
of ethnic Bantustans. Actions such as these indicate the 
very tenuous nature of the future of many communities. 

While an air of uncertainty prevails concerning the question 
of removals of the rural communities in the Eastern Cape, 
such uncertainty is not being found in the urban areas of 
East London and Port Elizabeth. 

In 1985, 1740 families at Kleinskool (P.E.) were removed 
to Motherwell, a site and service scheme 20 km north of 
P.E.,. so that · the ' upgrading of the township could take 
place. The , 1740 families were removed because the land 
on which they were living was needed for the constuction 
of roads and stormwater drains. In December 1986, 500 
families were removed from · Despatch (P.E.) . to the 'site 
and service scheme at KwaNobuhle. These communities, 
together with the 42 000 people removed from Langa in 
1986 do not represent the end of removals in the Eastem 
Cape. 

The 120· 000 people licing .in the informal settlement of 
P.E. 's Soweto are threatened with removal to Motherwell 
under the squatting and slums Acts. A · similar fate awaits 
the 14 000 families living in shacks at Veeplaas (P.E.). 
The township of 3 000 people at Kenton-on- Sea, established 
in 1956, is scheduled for removal to Bushmans Nek where 
a formal township is to be built. 

Walmer in P.E. was recently granted permanent status. In 
December 1986 shack dwellers and lodgers were issued 
with eviction notices. 75% _ of Walmers population live in 
shacks! Their possible removal is apparently linked to the 
fact that the Town Council has been granted 1 million 
rand to upgrade the township. The specific upgrade plans, 
and the removal of the population surplus that will be 
necessary as a result of those plans, have not yet been 
finalised. In 1985, the government announced that Duncan 
Village in East London, scheduled for removal to Mdanstane 
since 1965 was not to be removed. At the end of 1986, 
however, the upgrade plans for Duncan Village revealed 
that only 23 000 of the ~ownships 60 000 people would be 
catered for in the upgraded township. It is unclear where 
the surplus 37 000 people will be removed to. 

Most communities threatened with removal do not simply 
accept their fate. They form residents associations · such 
as are to be found, for example, in Mgwale, Kwelera, . and 
Red Location (P.E.) to resist · the removals. Resistance to 
removals can, as was the case in Mgwali and Red Location, 
win people the right to remain where they are. The 
removal of a community, however, does not mean that the . 
actions were not resisted. The 'voluntary' removal of the 
42 000 Langa residents was strongly resisted, and contested 
in court- still .the removal took place. 

Removals, and resistance to them, a:re monitored on a 
national scale by organisations such as the National Comm­
ittee Against Removals (NCAR) and the Black Sash. 
NCAR is umbrella body comprising regional affiliates such 
as the Grahamstown Rural Committee which moitors remov­
als in the Eastern Cape and publishes a newsletter, and 
provides publicity and access to legal resources fo r those 
communities that re uest ·such assistance. 
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ENTER PW BOTHA, SfAGE RIGHT - SETTING THE SCEN~ FOR 'TOTAL WAR' BUT WHO INVENTED IT? WHAT DOES IT SMELL LIKE? 
AND HOW DO WE FIND IT IN OUR OWN BACK YARD? 

••• all my answers must be seen within the 
framework of total war ••• every activity of 
the state must be seen and understood as 
a function of total war ••• 

1977- quoted in an interview with the 
Sunday Times just afte r the St ate Secu­
rity Council seized st ate power in a 
bloodless coup 

General Golbery do Couto e · Siiva 

ACI'" I: TOTAL ONSLAUGHT ••• redsunde rthebedcommiesarecomingnevertrustab 

In modern war, there is no physical frontier 
separating the two camps. The line between 
friends and enemies is drawn within the same 
village and sometimes within the same 
family. It is often an ideological, immater­
ial frontier, but which must be established 
(if we are to vanquish our adversary) 

quoted in Trinquier's book Modern War 

From a strictly military conception, war 
has now been converted into 'total 
war'; a war that is economic, financial, 
political, psychological and scientific, as 
well as being a war of armies, naval 
forces and aviation; from .total war to 
global war, from global war to indivisible 
war, and why ncit admit it, permanent 
war· 

j 

We eat · it for· breakfast ••• Our kids play with it •.• and are played with. ••• But who is the victim? 

SCENE II, ACT i: Enter TOTAL STRATEGY to counter the TOTAL ONSLAUGHT 
we told you about jUST NOW. 

Total Strategy should encompass the state, 
the private sector, diplomacy, commerce, 
industry and organisations like ARMSCOR, 
the CSIR and the IISRC• 

Council . for Scientific and Industrial 
Resea rch; · Human Sciences Research 
Council. Quoted by the Rand Daily Mail 
in an interview, 1977. 

page twelve 

Below: Minister of Delence Magnus Malan is 
particularly experienced for his post having been 
both Chief ofthe Army and ofthe SADF. 
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SCENE II, ACT ii: . Oom Magnus explains the government's sincere commitment to change .•• 

(our military force) is strong enough to 
withstand the onslaught - but we must 
take 'into cQnsideration the aspirations 
of our different population groups. We 
must gain and keep their, trust 

Rand Daily Mail, 1977 
' ' 
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Last year two prominent members of the then 
official opposition, Alex Boraine and Frederick · 
Van Zyl Slabbert, walked out of Parliament ••• 

>jl' RT Trf£ SIPM~ T'IHE, I'EOI'LC /9LL.. 

(J/IE~ StJvTN /IRtf!IC/9 IIA?E CHLL./Aifj 

FOR 71t£ ~ELEf'ISE OF 'THl?IR 
·UfiJT/JfllfTE LEI't'PEL~. Nei..SON 

1<{/INC>EtJI IMS 13£€-fV IN ~19/L Fbtt 
25 Vei'US' .. 

• •• And now we have the Conservative Party as 
official opposition party • 

• Laura Nauder is the bloated lady over there. 
Yes, she's the ~ne they're all trying to preserve. 
Look at them - all running around after her. 
Teachers, policemen, soldiers, parents... Well, 
I've heard that every morning a crowd of artists, 
singers and journalists have to get up before 
sunrise to stick her face back on. 

••••• 
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7D e.!7JIItJi..ISH 

If you watch carefully, sometimes you see them 
on TV 

•••• 
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So now that we know mort .J.bout what goes on behind 
the scenes of the puppet show called Parliament, what 
do we plan to do? Independent surveys show that the 
less you know about our little 'banana republic', the 
less likely you are to split •. 

But next time you go to your 'civil awareness' meeting 
or watch the news on SABC, remember just how yellow 
this government is. And before you know it ••• 

RHODEO MAY '87 

••• you're a banana!!! 
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POINTS Oil Vlt.Y 

In this RHODEO you will find a survey. We .call on all 
concerned students to look closely at the questions and to 
answer them with careful thought. 

>We are aware that many students have "difficulty" with 
our content and we by no means ignore this. We are a 
campus . newspaper, but perhaps your idea of a campus 
newspaper is different to ours. 

The popular view of a newspaper is that it functions to 
inform people of current events. There are many CRUCIAL s •11 
events reported in RI-IODEO that you will not be able to PI er 
find iri the Dispatch or the Herald. • • • an 
RHODEO believes that as students it is our responsibility 
to provide fellow-students with the kind of information Apol~gy· 
which will enable you to make a responsible decision about 
your future in South Africa. 

f 
RHODEO focuses on particular events which the commercial 
press tends to ignore. pnlike ·the commercial newspapers, 
we attempt to report on social and political events and 
issues, placing them within the South African context. 

We believe that we have the right to know what is happen­
ing in our country and also what is going on right here on 
campus. In taking up students' grievances and concerning 
ourselves with the kind of education we receive, it has 
been necessary to approach · Admin for some . answers. 
These answers are seldom forthcoming. Answers from the 
State however, are even more effectively blocked by myriad 
of press curbs. 

We report on the activities of communi.ty, youth, worker, 
student and womens' organizations in an attempt to coun­
teract the daily papers' reporting on "newsworthy events" 
while they hardly ever provide any analysis. 

RHODEO will continue to press for answers from admin 
and the State, and to provide students with as much infor­
mation as possible concerning their country and their 
futures. 

.. .. and good luck for ·exams 
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APOLOGY BY SIMON SPILLER TO THE 
COMMITTEE AND . MEMBERS ·oF RMR. 
ISSUED IN TERMS OF OF A DECISION 
OF THE SRC DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
ON 4 MAY 1987, AND ISSUED UNDER 
TI-lE SUPERVISION OF . THE DISCI-

PLINARY BOARD. 

Dear RMR 

I am sorry to have caused any incon-
venience during my hijacking of your 

radio station. I think an analogy would 
·b'e apt . here regarding the nature of my 
apology. · I am sorry in the same way 
that you were when you had to terminate 
my membership as an RMR Dj, but 
were not sorry that the end result was 
keeping alternative music off the radio. 

Yours faithfully 

S.M. Spiller 

Dear editors 

have been informed through various 
sources that an apology I submitted to 
RMR and the SRC has been censored 
without my consent and without informing 
me. Therefore I ask that you publish 
the original t letter enclosed. 

Thanks 
S. Spiller 

Dear RMR 

I am sorry to have caused •.•.. 

••..• keeping alternative music off the 
radio. Quhe simply (but in a much 
more humble way) like our martyrs in 
society today such as Benjamin Moloise 
and 'Simon Mogoerane, I am ·sorry 
to inconvenience those who get in my · 
way, but. am not at all sorry about 
what I did. 

Yours faithfully 
S.M. Spiller 

Admin Anarchy 
Dear Rhodeo 

(Typical) Bureaucratic · . Anarchy 

The road leading up the hill to Kimberly 
Hall has just been leveled and tarred 
on the one side, and guess what!? They 
dig it up again!! · 

Soon after tarring' the road; I found to 
my amazement; that workers once again 
dug. holes into the road, so as to re­
create the so hated bumps • 

After closing the hole, they '6nce again 
dug up the same hole (perhaps they left 
the steam roller behind). Now, after 
they finished there is once again a huge 
dent in the road. 

I wonder , if they will do the same once 
they have finished the other side of the 
road. All I can say is, Bureaucratic 
F.: .. up. 

Timo Fey. 

REODEO MAY '87 

Doobeedon't 
Dear Rhodeo 

just the other day I realized what a 
bunch of birdbrains there are on campus. 
Everyday people complain and groan 
that there is nothing to do in Grahams­
town, i.e; no jawls. 

Well RMR and AISEC got an amazing 
concert together, well!! it could have 
been. j-lowever, only 100 people turned 
up, out of these 20 were school-girls. 
Somehow I find this rather a shame, 
and disgrace to Rhodes. Where were 
all the people that could have been · at 
the Sweatband concert?? Why didn't 
they rave?? · 

I ' thank RMR and AISEC for 
effort they went to, I enjoyed 
I tend to agree with RMR: 

"If you were not at the concert, 
Do as a sheep does, FLOCK OFF." 

Timo Fey.( Again- Eds.) 

all the 
myself. 

We know what you mean. A , few weeks 
ago, ECC organised a concert with Cape 
Town's Smoking Brass and three local 
bands and only 150 people came. Maybe 
the other 3 000 students were listening 
to Frank Sinatra under their duvets-Eds 



Put Your 

Money Where 

Your Mouth Is! 
Dear Dr Henderson 

Some comments concerning your concern 
of recent events on campus. 

As one of the students who received 
your circular dated 12 May 1987, I can 
but only view this action with despair 
not just for its patronising tone, but 
also for the realisation that Rhodes 
University seems to be divorcing itself 
even further from the crises facing 
students on campus and in the South 
African society at large. 

While you reveal a very narrow perception 
of the University as an "autonomous and 
independent" institution some comment3 
need to be . made about the university 
and its role in a broader South African 
context. 

No liberal SA university can claim to be 
?-utonof!lous and maintain an independent 
tdeologtcal stance. Firstly universities 
(including Rhodes) depend on the govern 7 

ment and big business for approximately 
75~ of their· funds. This funding . has 
stnngs attached and curricula are de­
signed to serve the needs and interests 
of these groupings. Secondly, the univer­
sity is active in a society which is 
characterised by the political oppression 
of the majority of South Africans. 
Apartheid and those who exercise it 
have sanctioned continual repression 
detention without trial, torture a seem~ 
~ngly endless · _State of . Emerge~cy, bann­
mgs, censorshtp, forced removals and a 
permanent siege of the townships by the 
SAP and SADF. 

If, as you say, "Rhodes recognises its 
task in• proving education to serve a 
non-racial SA in the future", how can 
Rhodes remain ideologically sacrosanct 
in the face of a deepening polarization 
in our country ? 

Furthermore, if Rhodes is claiming to 
serve a future non-racial SA how come 
.it has not yet taken an active step in 
this direction? 

A recE-nt survey on the changing role of 
the university ·, conducted by a group of 
Wits -.acaoemtcs revealed that the univer­
sity should respond to the needs of the .y 
broader comm-unity -and should place its·1e 
resource~ at the disposal of the opressed.: 
others It atso revealed that 

1) The 
based on 
unfair to 

university entrance system, 
matriculation results, was 

students who suffered the 

2) The composition of the university 
should reflect the composition of the 
population. 

3) Many courses were irrelevant to 
- community needs 

Those interviewed in the survey pr-eposed 
amongst other things that: 

1) The university should be broadly 
democratic. It should attack apartheid 

· law_s, encourage political debate, respond 
acttvely to the education crisis and try 
to be accessible to the com~unity at 
large. 

2) Academic support programmes should 
both h';IP B_antu Education students with 
a~ademtc skill~ and also provide students 
wtth some soctal awareness. 

These are only some issues in the debate 
around the role of the university in SA. 
It needs urgent attention and clear 
c_ommitments need to be made · by · the 
hkes of the RU administration, instead 
of adopting a placid, ivory tower attitude 
toward~ the crisis facing our country. 
Otherwise Dr Henderson, I am convinced 
you are echoing the . voice of the minority 
in this country. 
Concerned student 

What 
Went 
Wrong? 
Dear eds 

With regard , to the recent clashes bet­
ween students and police on Rhodes 
University campus. Some explanation of 
what umted students, and then divided 
them in chaos, is necessary. 

Rhodes, a university which is notorious 
for _its student apathy, rarely witnesses 
a dtsplay of student unity as it did 
on May 6th. 1 500 (+-20% greater than 
Wits University) students gathered to 
expres~ th~ir outrage and disgust a t 
detentiOn wtthout trial, police action on 
campus and the fact that the majority 
of . South Africans are excluded from 
voung process. 

It would be presumptious to conclude 
that students united around anything 
other than those issues. By the end of 
the day the gathering had dwindled until 
there were fewer than 400 present. 

WHAT WENT WRONG! The proceedings 
di? not confine themselves to the rallying 
cnes that had unified students • in the 
first place. 

The_ first sign of this was the appearance 
of Irrelevant banners. There were stu­
dents who thought "I came here to 
protest detentions and police brutality, 
n~t to demonstrate against Socio-Ecwno­
mtc Systems." 

Secondly, a~ attack was launched against 
the academtcs and administration. It is 
NOT the admi~istration who is assaulting 
students. It ts NOT the administration 
who is detaining students. 

Thirdly, endless and repetitive flights of 
the ego from the speakers on the floor 
achieved little, causing if anything, · a 
loss of momentum and a clouding of 
the issues. ' 

Students were split oyer whether to 
accept an offer by Mr Errol Moorcroft 
to attempt to secure the releases of 
those detained, or whether to return to 
the Drosty Lawns and to provide what 
amounted · to little more than potential 
entertainment to an eager force of 
Security Police who clearly delight in 
beating students sadistically. This con­
flict between the two camps resulted in· 
the support for the protest dwindling 
considerably. 

If students are going to successfully 
counter police brutality it is necessary 
that they have clear objectives and that 
these are not deviated from. It is 
VITAL that discipline be maintained in 
PEACEFUL PROTESTS, and that the 
incident of stone throwing be avoided as 
this incident contributed significantly to 
the gathering dissolving in confusion. 

The key to any successful protest is 
objectives, strategy and disciplined execu­
tion. 
CAPSOC is a student society of the 
SRC. The opinions herein are not neces­
sarily those of the SRC. 

Wayne Boshier 
Brett Lock 

JI()JN'fS ()J7 \TJJ~l\T 

Stoop 

SPECIAL BRANCH AND THE TREES 

A number of evil ECC people were 
!ecently caught planting trees and clean­
mg gravestones. Well whatever next? 
~ut ~uckily the army and police arrived 
JUSt m the nick of time. Banning orders 
have been placed -on their returning to 
the scene of the crime although sources 
close to the ECC have ensured us that 
the . go~ernment has not yet put any 
res~ncuons on people planting trees in 
their own gardens. -

No black arm bands, red shirts or green 
th~mbs will be tolerated. People are at 
~hts ~tage uncertain as to whether 'one 
ts sttll allowed to tie yellow ribbons 
around old · oak trees. 

HAND IN GLOVE? 

There are those who are willing to 
swear that certain people who shall for 
the moment be called MSO were seen 
shaking hands with what some have 
described as policemen on what is widely 
rumoured to have been ' election day. 
Photographs may have been taken by 
both parties to the handshaking ritual. 

f9ST MORTEM 

Could it be that the ex SADF member 
currently .f!mployed in the Rhodes mail 
room is engaged in more than research 
work into postal systems? Lets be 
'frank', although- a quick look at the 
mail room revealed no kettles or other 

Talk 
letter opening devices and although 
Ashley did . not emerge for questioning 
'enveloped' m steam, there seems to be 
more here than meets the eye. Is 
Ashley still 'registered' as a PF member 

and why does he 'stamp' his feet when 

asked? 

STICKY WICKET 

Fellow students: the bad news is' that 
one of our number may have been rusti­
cat';d. The good news is . that he hit 
K~vm Carleen around the head and ears . 
wtth what is alleged to have been a 
large . cricket bat ... Some say he hit .him 
for stxteen stitches. More good ne~s is 
that the . sto!y may have been exaggera­
ted, Kevm ts well and the student is 
appealing. 

SCANDALS 

Strange things are happening at a new 
establishment which used to be called 
Cuyler Street. At about 1. 00 am 
RHODEO reporters criticised for. running 
down_ HNP ~n the front page of the 
election spectal. 1. 15 am a: student is 
rumoured to have been taken round the 
?ack and beaten up. The really interest­
mg part of it all is that ..•.... UGHH .....•..•. 

nn 
**TYYY 

The pub with style 

PO Box 219 Tel 2-7313 

Grahamstown 6140 
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Ho 
by Steve Schmidt 

Academic, Keyan Tomaselli 

john Hookum - director of 'Coming 
off the Altitude'. 

Bruce Holsten - merchant banker 
prominent in the funding of South 
African 'feature film.s. · 

e Movies 
The Corporation flickers 
dully in the sink, trolly 
supermarkets and Carling 
is , the black label, . while 
on the sUper whiteness 
show Pietie mumbles blank 
obscenities, Goebels chuck­
les in his grave at AUkland 
Park. At drive-ins and 
mini-cinis junk food film 
mingles with the odour of 
popcorn, acne and a mouldy 
stars and stripes. On the 
other side of the tanks 
tracks barely edited slush, 
rampant tribalism and self 
defense the Eastern way, 
makes neat profit curves 
on the backs of the working 
class. Everywhere ·moving 
pictures deaden awareness 
and heighten fear. 

Sorry, not everywhere, 
there is a small and motley 
crew seeking to rescue SA 
film from the sticky grips 
of the swampthings. 
Outlaws, yuppies and 
yackies (young up and 
coming academics) got 
together at Wits recently 
to discuss building an 
organisation for independent 
filmmakers in South Africa. 
The occasion was the 
Independent Filmmakers 
Conference at the Warten­
weiler basement at Wits 
University. The conference 
came at the tail end of 
the first Weekly Mail 
Festival of SA cinema, 
successor to the banned 
Peoples Culture Film Festiv:­
al of last December. 

THE FESTIVAL was screen­
ed in the Market Theat-re, 
home of mult i racial elite 
audience in SA. The 
organisers were aware of 
this problem, as the confer­
ence organiser Peter Morris 
put it ••• a black audience 
doesn't feel comfortable 
at the Market, I know I 
don't feel comfortable at 
the Market, but where 
else. The Emergency had 
made most community 
halls in the townships 
inacessable for the white 
organised festival, while 
one of the reasons the 
Peoples Culture Festival 
got banned was that most 
of its venues were in 
townships. Scree,nings at 
the Market pose · little 
threat to .the status quo. 

Most of the films screened 
were, for reasons of cens­
orship, quite ideologically 
bland portrayals of South 
African life, often nicely 
simplified for the piggy 
eyes of first world TV 
addicts. It was incredibly 
good to see so much of 
South Africa, even through 
liberal eyes, as ·a change 
from the streets of LA,Ber­
lii\ and Paris. Of particular 
interest was Mayfair, life 
at street level, a shaky 
wobbly journey through 
the twisted lives of forcibly 

removed whites; When 
Eat Chocolat · I Remember 
You, a low budget technic­
ally inept yet brilliant 
record of Sophiatowns 
European tour, and William · 
Kentridges film Sales 
Talk, an absurdist aesthetic 
experimenting with narritive 
amongst the emotional 
wreckage of a paranoidal 
pensioner. 

·, 
·In . brief th.en, to quote 
film academic Keyan 
Tomaselli, at on time 
resident idealogue of our 
journ Dept ., the films 
reflected the composition 
of the independent industry, 
a wide variety of contra­
dictions in terms · of depic­
tion of class conflict and 
the · solutions different 
people would like to enact 
to bring about a more 
just society. 

THE CONFERENCE clearly 
aimed to put the gains 
made by bringing together 
such diverse talent into 
concrete form. Photograph­
er Omar Badsha explained, 
there is a space now for 
people to get together in 
every arena of SA life ••• 
women, students, workers 
and artists to create 
common platforms, debate 
issues and pool resources. 
The aim of the organiser 
Mark Newman (director or 
Two Rivers) was to lay 
the groundwork for an 
institute of independent 
film in SA, seen concept ­
ually to encompass an 
organisation of filmmakers , 
an educational curriculum 
and a distribution system. 

EDUCATION proved to be 
one of the major themes 
at the conference, perhaps 
because the only official 
film school in the country 
is the whites-only Pretoria 
Tec.hnicon, renowned for 
producing Spielberg clones. 
The most likely solution 
to the fil,ni education 
crisis seemed to come 
from Wits Professor of 
·Dramatic Arts, john · Van 
Zyl. Even before the Afri­
can Film School conference 
of 1985, Van Zyl and 
others had been motivating 
an extension of the Drama­
tic Arts film unit into . a 
proper film school. Provi­
sional agreement has been 
reached dependent on 
support from the film 
industry in terms of funding 
and faculty. How likely 
this support is, was indi­
cated by john Hookum ..• 
We have the most reaction­
ary film industry in the 
world, so one is going to 
have to use rather unusual 
channels in trying to get 
funds to get this thing off 
the ground. 

It seems clear that any 
such institute would have. 
to have real links with 
the community in order to 
justify its 'existence, holding 

.1orkshops and seminars 
providing bursaries for 
full-time study and encour­
aging the entrance of 
people from every level of 
life. Initial funding could 
come from the· French 
government but it is clear 
that a continuity of funds 
is necessary and that this 
funding would have to be 
on a large scale. 

The question which evoked 
the leas,t posturing ami 
sidetracked waffle at the 
conference was undoubtedly 
one of MONEY. Film is 
not an art where one can 
just sit down and draw or 
write a novel. It is vitally 
dependent on finance, and 
this is the area we are 
going to have to isolate 
and overcome. (John 
Hookum) 

The much lauded film 
industry boom over the 
last few years, has been 
stimulated by three main 
factors. Firstly, the intro­
duction of the SABC provid­
ed a ready market for the 
advertising moguls and 
unscrupulous directors of 
television drama. It took 
audio-visual culture out of 
the. cinemas amd drive-ins 
and dumped it in the laps 
of those who can afford · a 
television. Secondly the 
bizarre nature of the 
South Africai7 state has 
made -our country m'arket­
able on the television 
ne.tworks of Europe and 
America. Ironically the 
third stimulating factor 
was- provided by the tax 
man, with investors scoring 
megabucks by investing in 
films ' through non recourse 
loans, and then claiming 
tax losses far in excess of 
.their equity 'contribution. 

Merchant banker, Bruce 
Holsten said,_ There was 
no risk, the investor gettin 
100, 200, up to 800% of 
his investment back before 
the movie was even released 
to determine its commercial 
viability and critical ac­
ceptability. 

Then o~ the 7th the then 
Deputy Finance Minist-er, 
Kent Durr, alarmed by a 
foreign exploitation of. 
the tax situation, warned 
investors to act with 
caution and announced 
that with the approval of 
parliament , the tax legis·­
lation would be changed. 

It was in relation to this 
development that the star 
of the show, the cool 85 
million bucks per anum 
dropped cooly from the 
lips of the very American 
Trinity Asset Management 
executive, Bruce Holsten. 
Trinity as principal organi­
sation is putting together 
a public company like US 
film funding groups which 
will have 85 . million Rand 

to invest in 10 totally 
funded ·and several other 
partially funded films. It 
will be on the stock ex­
change by january or 
February with the only 
motivation being to make 
money. Institutes, political 
accountability and other 
tricky issues were forgotten 
as hungry filmmakers 
contemplated how to 
hustle Holsten into giving 
them th~i r slice. 

Holst,en dismissed the 
CULTURAL BOYCOTT as 
irrelevant, using the Gover­
nment funded Shaka Zulu 
(which has become the 
third highest grossing 
mini-series in American 

.history). as ar;t example. 
You gtve me the - right 
product and I can get it 
distributed anywhere with­
out fear of the cultural 
boycott. According to 
Holsten outspoken cnttcs 
·of apartheid Harry Belefon-
te, Maggie Smith and 
arch-trot (trotskyite) 
Vanessa Redgrave, were in 
the country at · the time 
of the conference to 
evaluate a film project •• 

The politics of South 
African Cinema was the 
final item on the agenda. 
With teargas , rubber bullets 
and shambok wielding 
gorillas running amok no 
nore than a hundred met res 
away, as students protested 
police action at UCT, the 
tone was set for an intense 
discussion on local fi lm in 
relation to the SA state 
and the Liberation Struggle, 
independent cinema, censor­
ship and the cultural 
boycott. . Politics is every­
where here, it is divisive 
in every way. The history 
of the left throughout the 
world has been one of 
division between different 
tendencies. (Mark Newman) 
Despite this sentiment 
Newman was dearly opting 
for an alliance betweer: 
filmmakers and progressive 
organisat ions. If we are 
going to set up any ·. long 
term structures they won't 
exist in a vacuum, we are 
talking about a structure 
aligned to progressive 
organisations~ 

In the summing up session 
which followed, committ­

ees of filmmakers were 
elected on a regional 
basis, with the intention 
of each examining the 
content of the conference, 
isolation cruCial issues and 
bringing proposals to a 
coordinating meeting later 
this year. To those people . 
interested 'in making · films 
in this country but not 
for Satbel . or SABC the 
message was clear, go for 
it, hustle some cash and 
ride th,e swell. To quote 
Darryl Roodt, director of 
Place of Weeping, make, 
make, make, the proof is 
in the making. 

I 
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Wake-up Grahamstown! Wake-up 
• 

main~ to the harsh realities of 
stream theatre with a bit of 
alternative art sprinkled on 
top. 

This year over 10 000 So why don't you stay in 
people are expected to Grahamstown this vac and 
flock to Grahamstown on watch it transform into 
Ju!Y 3 for the Standard something a lot more 

. National . Arts Festival. exciting than it is at the 
These people are part of moment. 
an annual pilgrimage of 
serious actors, dancers, And to help you choose, 
admirers, jailers, musicians, here are RHODEO's helpful 
fund is and pseuds · who hints: 
come to suss out South 

· Africa's biggest Art's • Firstly, booking kits 
Festival. Every conceivable are available (for R3.00) 
venue comes alive, every from the Feiitival Office 
spare bed, hotel room and at the Monument - phone 
caravan site is occupied , 27115. 
every shopowner is smiling. 

The producers of the R.U. Photographic 
Exhibition which will be in the Rhodes 
Foyer. 

MAIN FESfiV AL 

Book now if you want to 
see these · events. They're 
expensive, but usually very 
slick. 

• Sekunjalo by Gibson 
Kente is a world premiere. 
The play takes a look at 
a future South Africa 
under a p,ost-apartheid, 
socialist government. 

• A Place with the Pigs 
by Athol Fugard. This is 
his latest work which he 
not only directs but also 
plays the lead. The South 
African premiere of this 
'lyrical-comedy'. 

WINT~R SCHOOL 

The theme this year is 
'Arts in Society'. There 
will be four series of 
events: 

• ' Lecture series ' - a 
look at the changing 
inter-relationship between 
literature, music, theatre, 
visual arts and society. 
Speakers include Dr Van 
Zyl Slabbert, Andre Brink, 
jane Raphaely and Ian 
Steadman. 

• 'Film series' - selected 
films preceded by a brief 
lecture on the film and 
its relation to Arts in 
Society. 

• 'Behind the Scenes' -
a series of talks/informal 
lectures by artists taking 
part in the Festival. 

• 'Voices from Litera­
ture' contributions 
from some South African 
poets and authors including 
Andre Brink, Ahmed 
Essop and Michael Gard­
iner. 

SfUDENT DRAMA 

Students from twelve 
universities and technicons 
nationwide present plays 
in the Rhodes Box Theatre 
followed by Public Adjudi­
cation. An opportunity to 
see the up and comings! 

Sabata Sesiu from "Uph 'u Van Der Merwe", 
by the Reshile Poets 

THE FRINGE 

The Fringe is the most 
original, exciting, experi­
mental and least expensive 
part of the Festival. 
There are over 100 Fringe 
events. 

You can book for these 
at St Georges Hall, High 
Street which will become 
a hub-bub of enucmg 
snippets of forthcoming 
attractions! 

• Our very own Denys 
Webb directs An African 

' in Mafeking, a play com­
piled from the diaries of 
Sol Plaatjie. 

• From PACT, Paul 
Slabolepszy's Boo to the 
Moon which shows up the 
contradictions embodied 
in the white youth. Des­
cribed by the New ·Nation 
as "skillfully written" 
with "outstanding acting". 

• Pieter Dirk Uys returns 
with ·two of his state-of­
the-state satires - Settihg 
up the deckchairs on t e 
SA Bodlatanic and Pano­
rama. 

• A traditional ·and zany 
retelling of traditional 
fairytales 'for the sexually 
liberated, politicised and 
socially sensitive South 
African' called Azanyan 
Fairytales by Thandi 
Brewer. Characters include 
counter-revolutionary-ideo­
logically-sound goblins 
and a Freudian Sleeping 
Beauty. 

* Dis AI by UCT's Mad 
Drama Project. Described 
by one critic as the best · 
Afrikaans political play 
in the last 25 years. 

• U'phu Van der . Merwe 
has had a successful run 
in jo'burg. "-a compelling 
session of township history 
in word and song." 

• Everything but the 
Shower Scene - sold-out 
at the Market Theatre. 
This promises to be the 
best revue of the Festival. 
Combining music, mime, 
song and drama, it takes 
a critical and satirical 
look at South Africa 
today. Shaun Naldoo, 
ex-Rhodes muso, wrote 
the score and accomanies 
actors Soli Philander and 
Andrew Buckland (also 
an ex-Rhodent and last 
year's Standard Bank 
Young Artist Award for 
Drama). 

• The nine Marimba 
players of Amajinqi who 
have had rave reviews in 
Cape Town, promise to 
get you jiving. 

• Other highlights include 
a Wine Festival, graphic 
art, . photography, wood 
sculpture, painting exhibi­
tions, etc etc etc ... 

$?.9c;;?~~~~~~~$?.9c;;?~~~~-~~~9~'?~~9~~~~9~c;;?~~9~~~~9~'?~~92~~99~c;;?~~-92~~9 

liesister 
- a feminist 
response to 

Lysistrata 

Is this REALLY a Rhodes 
Drama production? Is the 
cast embarrassed? Is Roy 
Sargeant serious? Aristoph­
ane5 MUSf be turning in 
his proverbial grave. Probab­
ly the only members of 
the audience who enjoyed 
the production were the 
Kingswood . matric students 
who liked the 'dirty words'. 
Or - maybe laughter isn't 
necessarily a sign of app­
reciation but embarrass­
ment. 

To put it mildly and polite­
ly, the production missed 
the the point. The point 
being that women, united, 
can and do change the 
world. The only point the 
director, · Roy Sargeant' 
makes is that sexism is so 
deeply entrnched in our 
society even an anti-sexist 
play can be corrupted. A 
powder puff pinned to the 
tail end of a bunny-gi'rl 
annihilated a basically 
feminist oriented 

And it was by no means 
the actors who let · the 
side down. Chantelle de 
Vries, playing a wonderful 
cameo rQle, was proof of 
the fact that, interpreted 
and directed differently, 
the play could have b~en 
worth the entrance fee. It 
might even have said 
something! 

The cast of 
Lysistrata 

RHODEO MAY '87 page seventeen 



1\ll'I'S 

··we are our biggest fans at the moment •• 
ASHANTI BABASH 

Membe rs: 
Dave / (vocals), Snuffy 
(bass), Spa rky (guitar). 

What does 
mean and 
choose it ? 

your name 
why did you 

Ashanti Babash comes 
from Latin American and 
means white t ermite. We 
see t ermites as agents 

· rotting away a system and 
attempting to chew away 
at the struc tures of this 
Apa rtheid system. We 
could well have called 

Campus bands have brought 
·alternative music · to the 
frontline; manifesting and 
expressing the defiance 
and anger of an emerging 
South African counter- · 
cul ture. 
RHODEO posed some 

Rhodes ' three questions to 
established alternative 
bands: Vader Jakob, Ashanti 
Babash and Pornocracy, 
that we . hoped would 
reveal sor:nething of the 
nature of this growing 
sub-culture. 

ourselves "Ecleptic · Flugh", 
but Ashanti Babash just 
came to mind. A nam e 
is only a -labe l so that we 
can be ident ifi ed. It 
really makes no difference. 
What kind of music genre 
would you categorise your 
music in if you had to? 

"Zere vill be no shmiling on st age , Unde rstand ?" 

Our music is an adaptat ion 
of black Rhythm .and 
Blues, and at the same 
tim e , acoust ic punk. 
Do you think your ·music 
and lyrics make significant 
social and political state­
ments? 
Su re , tumk everything 
we say makes a significant 
polit ical · or social state ­
ment. Our ' songs are of 
love, confusion, anger , 
passion , power, inhibitions 
- we bel ieve in post-inhibi­
t ionist ente rt ainment. 
Do you have an audience 
in mind when you play 
your music? 
Well , for su re. If there 
isn't an audience, what's 
the point of playi ng live. 
We are not consciously 
aiming ·at · a particular 
type of people. · The 
people who relat e to what 
we · say and gets the same 
feeling is the audience we 
wi ll have an affiliation 
with. Thi s is the essence 
of communicati on, but it 
is not conscious. 
Is there a problem with 
venues and/or gigs in 
Grahamstown? 
The venues available are 
run by conse rvatives , con­
cerned with how the music 
will go down in public. 
For example , t b get the 
Great Hall we have to 
tangle with bureacracy 

- we have a good reason 

to use it. 
Lack ,of equipm ent is a 
big inhibiting factor. A 
venue should possibly open 
up and supply speakers, 
amps, etc. in the name of 
' culture', ' social rehabili­
tation' or 'to keep students 
off the street'. 
What music do you listen 

. to which might influence 
your bandS' music? 

. Traditional · Russian wind 
and strings with vocal 
accompaniment is one 
influence , but it is more 
the passion and e motion 
of the music that we 
relate to. We are influenced 
by what happens around 
us and t he mood and 
essence the music encapsul­
ates about each phenomena. 
What do you think about 
'Anf!st'? 
,Angst · is very popular in 

. Grahamstown. Angst is a 
form of social , cultural 
and hi st o ri cal oppression. 

In its real essence, 
angst is overpowering and 
oppressive. 

mean and why did . yow 
choose it?. 
Reading in a dictionary, 
we just found it. Pornocracy 
means "a government 
mainly influenced by 
whores". 
What kind of musical 
genre would you put your 
music in if you had to? 
A hybrid of many ·styles . 
Post punk, post-factory. 
Do you think you music 
and lyrics make significant 
social or political state­
ments? 
Yes. With PW and fascists 
in power throughout the 
world it is impossible for 
there not to be some 
st at e ment made. But it 
makes no differnece. 
Do you have an ,audience 
in mind when , you play 
your music? . 
Not really. Essentially we 
are our own audience. We 
do hope to have one, but 
it is OK if we don't. 
To what extent is your 
band and its' accompanying 
sub-culture a product of 
our society? 

PORNOCRA CY The most important thing 
in a sub-culture is mus1c, 

Members: a way of expressing things. 
Simon Spiller (vocals), Our ·sub- culture is divided 
Chris Spiller (bass), Andre' We are reacting against a 
Oosthuizen (drums ), Timmy political system in this 
Dedonker (keyboard) , country , but not embracing 
Steve Blumenthat (guitar). the South Afri can culture 

fully , as we aspire to 
What does your name bands overseas. The re is a 

tension. 
Is there a problem with 
venues and/or gigs in 
G rahamstown? 
Definitely. Gigs end too 
early (about 12.00 arri) 
and this is limiting as 
people only a,rrive at 
about 10.30pm anyway. 
How do you feel about 
'Angst'? 
It is unhip at the mom ent 
to feel Angst. The na me 
freaks people out. They 
say you have problems. 
Angst is selfindulgent. But 
it is Bolocks believing in 
a future. Things are going 
to termina te. We are a 
pdvileged class and .have 
to realise that . We have 
an apocalyptic vision, 

Reggae music, Rastafar ian message to the World , is a sp1 n - During the Zimbabwe liberat ion st ruggle, Rhodesian propa­
tual aspirat ion cont aining an ideology based on the principles ganda had no chance against si mpl e Rasta vision. 
of equal hum an rights and a right to self det e rmination. "Don't let ·them fool ya, 
,The message e manat es from ghetto's ac ross the globe and or even try to change you" 
is about and by regul a r people who a re suffe ring the pove rty, (Bob Marley) 
injustices and other evils of the tyrannous ' shitsdem' - Despit e its deep spirituality and 'natural mysticism', 
"The Babylon system". does not lend it self to postit ivistic idealism. 
Rasta ' s primary objective is human fr eedom from the forces "Hey preacher man, don-'t tell my great god will 
of exploi t ation and oppression, and in st ruggling to achi eve from the sky, make everybody feel high. If you 
this goal they t ranscend the polit ical sphe re. Reggae Is what life is really worth, you will look for yours 
apoli t ical. This is due .to a deep mistq.Jst fo r politicians - earth.:" 
people pl ayi ng "politricks" . (Bob Marley) 
Reggae has inc reasingly gained popula,rity in countries whe re Despite hundreds of Reggae songs on South African oppres- · 
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looking through a doom~reen 
, for example TV •. It 

is more honest to live in 
an anarchist world. 

VADER JAKOB 

Members: 
Marc Feltham (guitar and 
vocals}; Graeme Feltham 
(Saxophone, keyboard); 
Derek Davey (bass); Martin 
Bataliou (clarinet); Alex 
Yazbek (snaredrums and 
rototoms); Chris Lebe rt 
(springs}. 

What does your name 
mean and why did you 
choose it? 
Vader Jakob is the Afri­
kaans adaptation of the 
French folk song, 'Frere 
Jaques', and most white 
South African children 
encounter this song at 
some time. The song 
reminds us of the conserva­
tive white mentality that 
we come up against in 
South Africa. We are 
telling these South Africans 
to wake up and realize 
that their comfortable 
world is changing. 
What kind of musical 
genre is your music? 
There is no existing cate­
gory into which we fit. 
We play our own songs. 
We create genres, we 
don't · fill them. The 
Philosophy of the Naartjie. 

weal 
band 

Do you think your music 
and lyrics make significant 
social or political state­
ments? 

Yes. 
Do you have an audience 
in mind when you _play 
your music? 
We .rarely have an apprecia­
tive audience. We don't 
want people to be happy 
when they listen to our 
music, because it's not 
happy music. It ' s about a 
ve ry unhappy situation we 
fi nd ourselves in, he re in 
South Africa. 
Is there a problem with 
venues and/or gigs? 
We . haven It got anywhere 
to practice. We don't 
have enough equipment. 
RMR claim to support 
local music. They should 
look a bit· closer to home. 
What music do you listen 
to which might influence 
your bands music? 
1; WHAM'. 
2. Philip Glass. 
3. Charles Mingus. 
4~ Not even the TV. 
5. Noise. 
6. None of the above. 
What do you feel about 
Angst? 
Angst has got a lot of 
people worried here in 
Grahamstown. 

Story by Kim and Shaun 
Snaps by T.J 

nat ional liberat ion struggles are being fought. The Rast a sian, Marl ey st ands out as .the most profound prophet of Sucks message has made people aware of an al ternative to the Freedom. 
oppressive syst e ms they live in and in many s truggles boosts "Until the colour of a man's skin, is of no 
the mo rale of fr eedom fighters. significance than the colour of his eyes, there shall 
This influence. is possibly what prompted the CIA att e mpt war, jab War." 
to . assassinat e Bob Marley on the eve of the ja mai can elec - "Get Up, Stand . Up, 
tions. They want ed to sway political favour f rom Socialist Stand Up for Your Rights." 
leade r Mi chael Manley, whom the incredibly popular Ma rl ey 
support ed, to Edwa rd Seaga, the Conse rvative Pa rty leade r. • •• and a bit sexist, (ed.). 
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38 schoolgirls dressed in green 

ca me t c see this mean machine 

they twisted and turned and squirmed 

and ca me 

Then eve ryone stretched and went home 

again. 

anon. 



Hocke building up 
After a fine build-up to p W 0 L flfs the Premier League. A :l 
the season, the Rhodes · - 1 victory over UPE has 
sides have got off to one /sf til~e 4- 3 1 0 =1 given the club the boost 
their best starts in recent it needs for the· season. 
years. ;).rv). side ? s 2 2 B 

~ith ~our full -sides compe­
tmg m both the EP and 
local leagues, the overall 
standings of the teams 
are as follows: 

No~c; A 4- 5 o 6 

Nu~ro./5 3 o 2 Z 

This places the undefeated 
1st team in third pl11ce in 

Both the 2nd and 3rd 
sides (ie the Nomads) 
have shown a vast improve­
ment over past years. 

Anyone who is keen to 
join the club is welcome 

at Wednesday evening 
practices on the Barratt 
fields. 
Oppidans won the. 1987 
Inter-Hall Hockey. In the 
four games they played 
and won, not a single goal 
was scored against them. 
The final log placings 
were: 1st: Oppidans - 8 
pts; 2nd: Founders - 4pts; 
3rd: Kimberley - 3pts. 

SI,()Jl'l' 
Coming soon 
toa.club 
near you 

Yachting: The Border 
Championships are being 
held at East London . Yacht 
Club for Windsurfer and 
Hobie classes on the 28-31 
May. The Frostbite regatta 
will be held at the Kingwil­
liam~own Yacht Club. It 
is opened to all classes. 
Tenrus: The Grabamstown 
open Championship will be 
played on the weekend of 
30 May. 

The Mountain Club: is 
hiking the Outeniqua trail 
in the vac from 20-25 
june. For any interested 
FIT hikers the cost will 
be R50-55 which will pay 
for petrol and permits, 
but exclude food. A Meet­
ing wiil be held closer to 
the end of term'll watch 
the swimming pool notice­
board for further details. 

Salon 
Gavroche 

Student . Discount on Mondays 
Guys RS,OO Girls RS,OO 

1 Scotts A venue 
Graham 

Phone 26309 

Springbok Table Tennis player, Graeme Greenstein, who is playing for Rhodes this year. 

weget the 

bestout of 

Phone 27010 
Church Square 

j'ltdh~ 
Official Robemakers for Rhodes 

We have been in business for over 125 
years because our prices are competitive. 

For clothing alterations and repairs 
For track suits and track shoes 

For modern merchandise • ~~A ~l:' 
For first class service/1 ·~'-

For sports equipment ~~~ .,r 
Visit our de~·artmental store 

STONE CRESCENT HOTE 

WED, FRI, SAT . 8 TILL LATE 

DISCO FULLY LICENCED 

WE CATER FOR: 

21 sts, group parties and dinners 

INDIAN CUISINE 1). SPECIALITY 

1 gourmets 
I a. 

go 

to 

1. »OUr 

ROUJl PHOTO LAB 

ll.onus PHARMACY 
12 exposure film developed and printed - only R7-11 
(with replacement film Rll-99) 

24 exposure film developed and printed -
. (with replacement. film RlS-35) 

36 exposure film 
(with replacement film · R20-12) 

Top QualitY 

Top Service 

Rl0-47 

R13-83 

:4gfa 

·11 Bathurst St. 

Tel·2.7305 

We Deliver To Campus 
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The Rhodes soccer team 
finatly put a win under 
their belt in Premier 
League football, after an 
exciting 3-2 victory over 
Walmer Celtic at the 
weekend. 

The season so far has 
seen the first XI promise 
so much, but unfortunately 
in most instances where 
they were capable of a 
win, they had t o settle 
for a draw. 

Games against West Park, 
a new side to the league, 
and Home Park ended in 
1- 1 and 0-0 draws respect~ 
ively. Rhodes outplayed 
their opponents , with 
playing hard, attractive 
football, ·but the killer 
instincet was sadly lacking 
in front of the goal mouth. 

Rhodes ' next two games 
against Ca'rdinals, UPE and 
Callies were nothing short 
of disaster. UPE were 
lucky to win by 3-goals 
to 1. Rhodes were apathe­
tic and lacked commitment. 
The away game against 
Callies ended with the 
same scoreline, again in 
the opponents favour. 

Derek Hershaw, who later 
had to leave the field 
with a broken nose, opened 
the scoring for Rhodes 
w'ith a great 40 metre 
volley. 

Steve Louw and Craig 
Neave also scored for 
Rhodes, who had to hang 
onto a one goal advantage 
for the last ten minutes 
of the game, playing with 
only ten men. ' 

Two more league fixtures 
remain for the team to 
build their confidence and 
get the right team blend 
before the squad leaves 
for the SAU tournement 
at RAU from 6-10 july. 

Rhodes won the SAU 
tournement for the first 
time ever in 1984 and 
1987 could also be their 
year of success, depending 
on how the talented 15-man 
squad commit themselves. 

The squad is: Wayne 
Amos , Ian Barbie, Paul 
Clarke, Gary Elmes Craig 
Gibson, Derek H

1

ershaw 
Greg Hatley, Steve Louw: 
Archie McGrath, Gareth 
Michaelson, jeff Moshal 

After a two week break, · Craig Neave, Evan Sawyer: 
Rhodes hosted Walmer Greg Walton and Paul 
Celtic. This was an excit- Wheeler. · 
ing tussle, with both sides 
·playing attacking football. 

The eagerly awaited Birch 
Cup rugby clash between 
the first fifteens of Rhodes 
and Albany saw the stu­
dents running out comfort­
able winners by 33 points 
to 12, and thus avenged 
the defeat at the hands 
of Albany last year. The 
match played under flood- . 

_lights on · the Great Field 
tended to be scrappy at 
times, but generally Rhodes 
put in a solid allround 
performance. 

From the kick-off, Rhodes 
went onto the attack and 
it came _as no surprise 
when Brett Finestone the 
Rhodes left wing sco.red 

in the · cornet after a full 
line movement. The con­
version attempt failed. 
jeremy Sieberhogen followed 
this with a penalty when 
Albany was penalised in a 
ruck and thus in the first 
fifteen minutes Rhodes 
was seven points to nil 
up. Marius Colite the 
Albany flyhalf pulled back 
three points for the visitors 
when he was successful 
with a penalty. 

Rhodes captain John Moko­
wen was next to score 
when he was present to 
take an inside pass from 
Wayne Swanepoel · to cross 
ove r for an unconverted · 

Rhodes women hockey has 
been very successful up to 
this stage in the season. 
1987 has seen a good 
influx of first years which 
has provided the club with 
good depth down · to the 
3rd and 4th teams. 

During the Easter vac 
Rhodes sent a team to 
the Bohemians Easter 
Tournament in East London 
and ran out of champions 
afte r being unbeaten 
throughout the weekend. 
In the EP league the 1st 
XI have played well togeth­
er with victories over 
VOG (3-2), Technicon 
(3-0) . and PE 'B' (1-0) 
but were unfortunate to 
lose to Walmer '(2-1 )­

-Our encounter with last 
years league · champions, 
PE 'A', saw the Rhodes 

er 

Tht'l . Ii'l he 1 8 knoaes 1:;~ 

try. This was followed by 
a penalty by Sieberhagen 
for Rhodes to which Colite 
replied with a similar 
effort for Albany. just 
before halftime Rhodes 
suffered a blow when 
Quentin Williams had to 
leave the field with serious 
concussion and was replaced 
bv Dusty Gardner. 
Rhodes completed their 
first half scoring with a 
penalty by Toby Deenik, 
and thus changed over 
with a 17 points to 6 
lead. Jeremy Sieberhagen 
left the field at hal £-time 
with an ankle tnjury and 
Mason Cranswick took his 
place. 

team dominating most of 
the game and were soon 
1-0 ahead. Our hopes of 
winning were dashed when 
they equalised in the 
closing stages of the 
game. 

The second XI have played 
some good hockey but 
have had mixed fortune in 
the league. To date they 
have played 5 matches, 
won one, drawn 2 · and lost 
2. 

The third team are the 
most successful to date 
being unbeat en in the EP 
3rd league. 

Rhodes players have also 
impressed . the EP selectors, 
with Gill Quicke and 

. Winsome · jackson being 
selected fo r the EP A 

For the first ten minutes 
of the second half the 
game tended to become 
scrappy and there was no 
scoring. However, Rhodes 
broke the deadlock when 
jason Vern scored following 
an excellent up and under 
by Mike Morgan with the 
Albany fullback failed to 
gather. 
This was converted by 
Deenik. Calitz - was suc­
cessful with another penalty 
for Albany to make the 
score 23 points to 9. The 
next Rhodes. try was scored 
by Neville Keough to 
make the gaine safe for 
the home team. With the 

side, while Lynne Tasker 
and Lynn Foster for the 
EP B side. Cheryl Hayter, 
Brenda Ellison and Meryl . 
Watson have been selected 
for the EP U-21 side. 

the next major tournament 
is the SAU intervarsity 
which, this year will be 
held in Potchefstroom. 
Rhodes have · finished 3rd 
over the last 3 years 'and 
this year are hoping to 
reach the finals. The SAU 
squad for the tournament 
is: Brenda Ellison, Lynne 
Foster, Shelley Godwin, 
Winnie jackson, Cheryl 
Hayter, Jill Quicke, Liz 
Pybus, Sue Saunders, Trish 
Simpson, Lynne Tasker, 
Meryl Watson and · Lee 
Wilson. Coach: Felix Wal-
varen, 
Henry. 

Manager: Terry 

students now well on top 
they completed their 
scoring with another try 
by Vern which Deenik 
converted. 

Before this Calitz lucked 
his fourth penalty for 
Albany. The final ' whistle 
blew with Rhodes ruqning 

Don't forget 
Mountain r 
( see 

at convincing winners by 
3 3 points to 12. 

In all, the derby day was 
a success for the Rhodes 
Rugby Club . as the second 
and third teams won their 
matches by 18 points to 
nil and 24 points to nil 
respectively. 

your 
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~r:,HODEO Readership survey 
This is a survey being conducted by third year students in the Department of journalism and Media 
Studies, in an attempt to assess students' attitudes towards Rhodeo and the effect which it has 
on campus. The survey is being conducted in conjunction with Rhodeo, but the results will be 
analysed independently. The results will be made public and will be passed on to . Rhodeo for 
them to use as they see fit. 

The information gathered here will only be useful if a significant number of people contribute. 
Rhodeo is your campus newspaper, so here is your chance to _say what you think and what you 
would like to see. At no stage do we ask for your name, so feel free to be completely frank. · 

General Information 

1) What year of study are you in? 

2) What faculty are you in? 

3) Are you: 

a) an oppidan 

b) in residence (if so please specify which one) 

4) Rhodeo is produced 8 times a year. How many issues 

do you read? 

a) all of them: 

b) some (specify number): 

5) If you do not read all of them is it because: 

a) You don't recieve them: 

b) You are not interested in what they have to say: 

c) You do not like the content: 

6) Where do you normally get your copy of Rhodeo? 

a) in res 

b) from Kaif 

c) from the Oppie Common Room 
d) in academic departments 

e) other ways (specify): 

7) How much time do you spend reading Rhodeo? 

hr min ----

-
b) throw it away 

c) give it to a friend 

d) put it back where you found it 

e) other (specify): 

Specific Information 

When answering these questions please try relate them to 
Rhodeo in general and not to one particular issue. 

1) The cover 

1.1) What do you think of: 

a) The masthead (ie the main heading_ RHODEO) 

b) The byline (ie "Rhodes' most ••••••••• paper"): 

c) The main phot ographs/captions/cartoons: 

--------------------------------------------------

1.2) What would you like to see on the cover? 

8) Which sectioll$ of Rhodeo do you read regularly? (Tt.ey 2) Campus 

are listed here in the order in which they appear in 

Rhodeo. Tick off as many as you like): 

a) Campus 

b) local (regional) 

c) national 

d) features 

e) editorial 

f) letters 

g) classified ads 

h) societies 

i) ans 

j) spon 

9) Which sections of Rhodeo do you like most? 

(number in order of preference) 

a) The cover 

b) campus 

c) local/ regional 

d) national 

e) features 

f) editorial 

g) letters 

h) classified ads 

i) societies 

j) ans 

k) sport 

10) What do you do with your - Rhodeo when you have 

finished reading it? Do you: 

a) keep it 

2.1) Do you think the amount of coverage of campus 
activities/events is: 

a) good 

b) adequate 

c) poor 

d) bad 

(please note: coverage of sporting/society events will be 
asssessed in other sections.) 

2.2) Do you think the content of campus stories is: 

a) a reflection of campus opinion 

b) a reflection of Rhodeo's own viewpoint 

c) both of the above 

2.3) What is your opinion of the following: 

a) Admin: 

b) Res rules: 

c) The library: 

d) Kaif: 

e) The disciplinary board: 

----------------------------------.----------------

------------------------ --- ----------------------- l i 
f) The SRC: 

------------------------------------------------~-

-----------------~--------------------------------
g) Rhodes workers: 

2.4) What do you think "campus opinion" is on the ~tc·-l"llow··j'·n~~:::l ••D• 

a) Admin: 

--------------------------------------------------1 

b) Res rules: 

c) The library: 

d) Kaif: 

-------------------------------------------------~ 

e) The disciplinary board: 

f) The SRC: 

g) Rhodes workers: 

2.5) Can you suggest improvements/changes for ,. .. ~~"" 

stories: 

----------------------------~----~-----------------

---------~---------------------7-----------------~-



3) Regional and national stories, and features: 

3.1) Do you read a daily or weekly newspaper on a regular 

basis? 

a) yes 

b) no 

If yes, specify which one/s: 

3.2) Do you think Rhodeo, as a student newspaper, is 

fulfilling its role in providing additional information on 

regional and national issues? 

a) yes 

b) no 

Explain: 

3.3) With regard to the above, what kind of information 

would you like to see being provided? 

4) Societies 

4.1) Are you a member -of any society/societies? 
a) yes 

b) no 

4.2) What information would you like to see on the society 

pages? 

4.3) Can you suggest ways of obtaining/providing this infor­

mation? 

5) Editorial and letters 

5.1) How would you define yourself politically? (eg left­

wing, right-wing,_ liberal, fascist, apathetic, Greenpeace, 

Trotskyite •.• etc.) 

5.2) How would you define campus' political orientation, 

in general? 

5.3 Do you read Rhodeo's editorial? 

a) yes 

b) no 

5.4) What do you think of Rhodeo's editorial policy? 

6) Arts 

6.1) Do you think Rhodeo provides adequate ccwerage of 

cultural events in Grahamstown? 

a) yes 

b) no 

If no, how do you think this could be imprcwed: 

6.2) What would you like to see in Rhodeo with reference 

to cultural events, films, books, music ••• etc? 

7) Spon 

7.1) Are you a member of a sports club/team? 

a) yes 

b) no 

If yes, specify which one/s: 

7.2) Do you think Rhodeo's ccwerage of sponing activities 

is adequate? 

a) yes 

b) no 

If not, how would you suggest it be improved: 

-------------------~------------------------------------

7.3) What sporting activities WOUtld you like to see in 

Rhodeo, apart hom straight coverage of campus 

events? (eg interviews, anicles on spons injuries etc) 

Other Useful Information 

1) Do you think the standard of newswriting in Rhodeo is: 

a) exellent 

b) good 

c) average 

d) bad 

e) awful 

Comments: 

2) Do you think the standard of photography is: 

a) exellent 

b) good 

c) average 

d) bad 

e) awful 

Comments: 

3) Do you think the layout/design is: 

a) exellent 

b) .good 

c) average 

d) bad 

e) awful 

Comments: 

4) If you have been reading Rhodeo since last year or 

before, did you notice any of the changes which have 

taken place, specifically with regard to it's size and 

design, but also noting other changes? 

fbank-you for your time and trouble. When you have completed the questionnaire could 
you fold it in such a way that the address is uppermost on one side, and drop it into 
internal mail. The results- will be made available next term. 

--

5) Which of the following, if any would you like. to see 

in Rhodeo: 

a) Satire 

b) regular columns 

c) crossword puzzles 

d) competitions 

e) short stories 

f) poetry 

g) regular news from other campuses 

6) What other additions or changes would you like to see? 

--------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------

7) Would you like to contribute articles/photographs/cartoons 

or other material to Rhodeo? 

a) no 

b) yes (specify): 

8) If yes, what factors (if any) have prevented you from 

doing so? 
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