


Editorial comment

Eyes on the prize

Il eyes are on the election in this
edition of Work In Progress.

@ We assess the prospects of the
PAC, one of the key players in the
run-up to the etection — and, by
most accounts, a likely contender for
third place. Journalist John Battershy
and academic Evangelos Mantzaris
examine the PAC’s approach to elec-
tions, its policies and its chances,
while researcher Bob Mattes looks
at its likely support base. They cover
plenty of new ground, and provide an
insight into one of the country’s
political ‘dark horses’ (no pun
intended).

@® We also look at the impact elections will have on
the labour movement, where Cosatu could lose at
least 20 of its key leaders to an ANC government. The
SACP’s Jeremy Cronin, a regular writer for WIP, warns
of the dangers of dispatching too many key unionists
to parliament — but also stresses that the selection
process used by the ANC-alliance in drawing up its
electoral list must be driven from below, not imposed
from above.

@ In addition, we look at growing calls for ways to har-
ness leftwing support, particularly in the run-up to the
election. Two different approaches are suggested:
Sanco’s Mzwanele Mayekiso's idea is to bolster the
SACP, while SACP member Fareed Abdullah argues for
a broad conference of socialist forces to map out a
way forward.

@ And then there’'s the question of violence. It’s

become the big stick for both FW de
Klerk and Gatsha Buthelezi — their
excuse for postponing an election
they are obviously going to lose.
Hein Marais tries to unpack some of
their arguments and, along with
peace worker Laura Pollecutt, looks
at what it will take to stop the vio-
lence.

All in all, we have a wide range
of views in this edition of Work In
Progress. Activists, journalists, aca-
demics and researchers are all
stretching their minds, debating
some of the vital issues facing us in
the next seven months and beyond.

Having said this, it seems as if one of the many
spin-offs of the election has been the revival of discus-
sion and debate. There’s a distinct increase in the cir-
culation of discussion papers and strategy documents
... a general revolution of ideas.

Work In Progress is keen to play a part in that rev-
olution. We would like all our readers to consider them-
selves prospective contributors to WIP. We appreciate
responses, comments and interventions from our read-
ers. We thrive on debate and relish discussion.

If it's a short, sharp point, write us a letter (we
now offer payment to letter-writers). If you have a
lengthy response, write an article (we will generally pay
for those, too).

As the election gets closer, the need for a free
flow of ideas increases. Work In Progress is ready to
play a role in that process. — Chris Vick
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