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Rhodiansgo 
globetrotting 
~hodians, Pat· Tandy and Michael 
lermaak, have earned hot oppor­
unities for overseas study. 

at Tandy, ex SRC president, is 
t present touring the United 
tates observing the presidential 
lections. He is one of the 15 
rho were chosen from numerous 
.atin American and African 
ountries to attend this U.S. 
1formation Services programme. 
,part from VISitmg the usual 
)UT!St spots, he will also be 
1eeting politicians, media people 
nd students. He has a) ready 
tsited the Republican headquar­
~rs. Way to go Pat! 

lichael Vermaak has been awar­
ed an Abe Bailey Travel Bursary 
H 1988. 15 bursaries are awar­
ed each year to South African 
iudents who have shown qualities 
t leadership, not only in student 
ffairs but in a wider context. 
ichael obtained a first class 
)nours degree in Geography and 
ant Sciences at Rhodes in 1987 
1d is reading for an MSc. He 
)Ids Rhodes and Border colours 
or rowing. The bursars will 
eet in Cape Town at the end 
· November before leaving for 
!e United Kingdom. 

odians are certainly going 

Last Saturday's College House garden party was a 
return to the gracious days of old colonial Grahamstown 
no gin and tonic though, only beer. 

Wits SRC 
smeared 
Nusas and the SRC came under 
attack at Wits last term with the 
appearance of a series of smear 
pamphlets alleging, among other 
things, that the SRC elections 
were rigged. 

The first atack came m the form 
of anonymous stickers over election 
posters which implied that students 
shouldn't bother to vote as the 
result s were already determined. 

At the same time the Students' 
Action Committee (SAC):an ultra­
left grouping at Wits; issued a 
pamphlet urging students not to 
vote as the SRC took par-t ··· in 
Council which was a government 
structure. 

Just after these calls to students 

had decided to break its non-rae 
alliance with them. 

This pamphlet was followed b 
another smear , issued m th 
name of SAC which said the "BS, 
expose" of Nusas provided ont 
more reason for students t• 
boycott the . elections. 

Although both organisations issue• 
statements dissociating themselve 
froni the smears, and the admin­
istrCJ.tion confirmed that the SRC 
elections were completely fair 
the bogus pamphlets were followec 
by a third. This one was issuec 
in the name of Nusas and providec 
a justification for the existencE 
of the secret caucus - it was in 
the interests of safety anc 
security, given the · repressivE 
climate at the moment. ThE 
pamphlet went on to imply that 
people who disagreed with thi~ 
policv were dissidents within thE 
organisation and possibly spies. 

not to vote in the SRC elections , In a statement made last week, 
a smear pamphlet attacking Nusas Nusas described the smears as an 
and supposedly issued by the attempt to "attack, cause divisions 
Black Students Society · (BSS - the in and discredit Nusas and other 
equivalent of BSM at Rhodes), campus organisations." It was 
appeared. The pamphlet claimed clear, the statement said, that 
to expose secret structures i11 the smears were "motivated by 
Nusas and named prominent SRC the fact that Nusas 1s a strong 
memh10r~ on each campus who and vibrant organisation. Strong 
were supposedly part of a national Nusas-supporting SRC's were 
cauc)ls ruling the organis~tion, In , elected in the third quarte~ and l 
view of the undemocratiC nature Nusas's support on Afnkaans 
of Nusas, the pamphlet said, BSS campuses has continued to grow." 

GettinQ Grahamstown together 
e conference that launched 
e new Grahamstown Initiative 

September was an , attempt to 
lt Grahamstonians of all political 
>DV1Ctlons togethe r to t alk 

ut the- town's political, eco­
educational and cultural 

1e initiative was launched by 

1legates who returned from last 
far's Five Freedoms Forum 
nference in johannesbur 
ali sing the need to form 
w alliance. Liberals and th 

the left had to bury 
fferences, while engaging 
\'atives as well. 

were initially 
der the banner of the 
eedoms Forum, but the 
LS dropped because the Foru 
plicitly anti-apartheid st 
eluded conservatives. 

Andre Roux, Graham 
tiative organiser and a 1 

the economics depart m 
d it was important to 
a much br<?ader group. 

e Five Freedoms banner, 
uld have talked amongst 
o all agreed. .. There is a 

evidence that as a strat 
s achieved little success", 
a. 

South African politics, it 
ar who is in com rol. 
nted to get township peep 
cks, to talk to conservativ 

are aware of the 
itations of this strategy 
· W that it is unlikely to 
remely successful, but 
ieved a lot more than In 
t", he said .. 

cording to Chris Heymans, 
) an organiser and a lecturer 
the politics department, the 
n value of the conference 

the exposure of different 
ups 'to each other. 

ny whites have never been 
osed to an activist from the 
nship," Mr Heymans said. 

2 

· around Grahamstown as one city, 
not as "Grahamstown" and 
"Rhini". 

At planning meetings before 
the conference, six subg ro~ps 
formed to discuss planning, eco­
nomics and job creation, sport 
and recre~tion, health, education 
and churches. The conference 
was st rucu red around these sub­
groups in an attem'pt 

The cultural 
success.ful and 
A concert in 
planned for t he 

group was f!l 
dynamic so far. 

Church Square is 
end of the month. 

The conference itself encountered 
problems as well. There were 
complaints that it was too long: 
it ran over two days on a week­
end. 

More prominent perhaps, wa:; the 
rn on the right that it was 

The Non-racialism Forum was 
launched last Wednesday with 
cheese· and wine and a 
evening which one 1f!ember of 
the audience described as "(hie!) 
amazing!" The Rhodeo input, 
however, was "more like a riot ••• " 

left trick". "Some cor.serv-1 __________________________________ 1 

thought that the left was 
ng to take them for a ride", 
Heymans said. 

is perhaps a bit 
Roux, "and hence 
it was a subtle 

to co-opt people." 
was also some scepticism 

the part of township residents. 

ems were also created by 
rences in exoectations. It 

difficult to accomodate 
dy. Many conservatives 

ed on the initiative extending 
mal invitation to the Rhini 

and used it to discredit 
ltlative. "Many left wing 

also had problems with 
who were government 

", Mr Heymans said. 

stressed that the new initiative 
not just a "group of wishy 

liberals trying to increase 
munication in the community". 
spectrum of people involved, 

said. was so wide that it was 
ible to accuse it of ' rep­
ng a particular -group. 
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Violence flares 
Durban • 1n 

Recent incidents of violence in 
Durban's townships carry with 
them - the echo of the recent 
conflict in Petermaritzburg. 

Both the number of incidents 
and the number of refugees is 
increasing, and some observers 
predict a bloodbath that would 
make Petermaritzburg pale into 
insignificance. 

Perhaps the township which 1s 
most disturbed by the violence IS 
Molweni, though areas such as 
Ham marsdale and lnanda are 
currently close rivals. Every day 
reports come through various 
agencies of incidents of violence 
including people killed, houses 
burnt and shacks destroyed. 

conflict. 



Student appers 
Detention without trial exposes 
the contradiction at the centre 
of the state's much-heralded 
reform Initiatives: reform is 
impossible without repression. 

This is evidenced by the recent 
jetention of. a number of Rhodes 
>tudents in what appears to be a 
major crackdown on opponents 
)f the October Elections. 

Detention has come to assume a 
:entral place within a vastly 
~xpanded system of state security. 
IAass arrests had the effect of 
;ilencing commumt1es overnight. 
:i:mergency legislation gave all 
nembers of the security forces 
r,i de p~wers and . indemnified 
·hem agamst any act1on committ­
~d in "good faith". 

According to Rhodes sociologists, 
Marianne Roux and Melissa De 
Villiers, the underlying purpose 
)f emergency detention is destab­
.lisation. It is a method of 
suppressing people's power by 
:lirect intervention and control. 
t destabilises both commumtles 
.nd individuals by the huge length 
f detentions and the emphasis 
m young adults. 

)ut of the ·total· of at least 
'500 known detentions in the 
:astern Cape since the beginning 
f the emergency, only a quarter 
f those taken were known to 
1e directly involved in political 
.ctivity. Detentions are therefore 

UPDATE ON RHODES DETENTIONS 

*Six Rhodes students are still in detention: Mcebisi jonas, Mvuso Mbebe 
Vuy~ Poswa, Mbuso Tali(all detained in August 1988), E C Papiyan~ 
detamed November 1987), K G Matiso (detained April 1988). 

*S S Manana and S E Mayoli were released last week after SP,ending 
more than a year inside. 

*janet Sma~l was r~leased from detention on September 16 but has 
been effectively bamshed to the magisterial district of Cape Town 
where she is restricted to her parents' house between 6pm and Sam. 
She has been cut-off from her Grahamstown home her friends her 
work with Black Sash and from her academic thesis. ' ' 

often arbitrary which 
unnerve .communities 

·down individuals. 

serves to 
and break 

Scholars in particular find it 
very difficult to re-integrate 
mto school life, while many 
others find they have lost their 
jobs through being detained for 
long periods. · 

Detention, then, is used as a 
strategy of disorganisation and 
control. For example, Gra:hams­
town union officials were detained 
on the · eve of the March stayaway 
this year, while some youths 
were . arrested prior to May Day: 
in the latest crackdown many 
activists in the Eastern Cape 
(inclucjing Rhodes students) were 
detained in the wake of state 
action against any form of resist­
ance to the coming Municipal 
Elections. 

Another government tac.tic 
restrict individuals after 
detention. This ties them 

is to 
their 
to a 

particular house from 6pm to 
Spm, and excludes them from 
engaging in any political activity. 
The new emergency regulations 
also ensure that people who are 
in hiding are excluded from 
making statements to the press 
by adding their names to a 
banned persons list. 

Prison life is dull and repressive; 
health standards are inadequate; 
and the attitudes of some of the 
warders is indifferent. Long 
detention under these conditions 
tends to ·weaken a person mental­
ly, emotionally and physically. 

Of a sample of 17 5 ex-detainees 
examined, 143 .received further 
medical and 73 . psychological 
treatment. A few of those 
referred to psychological clinics 
were found to be nearly suicidal. 
The others had a range of symp­
toms within the spectrum of 
post-traumatic stress · disorder, 
particularly loss of · memory and 
concentration, emotional instability 
and various forms of depression. I 

Great Trek commemorators 
in front of the Karel 

Landman monument. 

The ' Kar-el Landman Monument 
near Alexandria played host to 
minor festivities, which form 

·part of the larger national cele­
bration marking 150 years of the 
Great Trek, on Saturday. 

The Landman monument. which 
strongly resembles an ~versized 
globe of the sort found .in geo­
graphy classrooms, is named 
after the leader of the Great 
Trek. 

The event, adressed bv Minister 
of Education and Cult~re Gerrit 
Viljoen, included: an ox wagon 
display, the handing over of 
certificates to followers present 
50 years ago and a poetry recital 
on the Battle of Blood River. 

Minister Viljoen spoke of the 
"unique" hardships that the 
Afrikaner has endured. This 
hardship could be remembered 
by those present through the 
purchase of toy ox wagons, belt 
buckles, maps and other Voor­
trekker memorabilia on sale. 

The nostalgic speeches by Viljoeri 
and others on the Com memo ration 
board lasted almost two hours 
and ended with the singing of 
"Die Stem", after which the 
crowd (smaller than expected) 
satisfied their appetites with 
boerewors rolls and melktert. ' ' ' : ' C-wonderfnl bnnch 

~ids on campus ? 
IF you thought AIDS was some- that the abuse of the drug did 
rhing which only affected others, not lead them into unsafe 
:hink again... promiscuity or heavier drugs. 

K.ecent rumours on campus had 
t that five or six Rhodes students 
vere infected with the Human 
mmunodeficiency Virus (HIV). 

(HODEO consulted the Pharmacy 
)epart ment to find out the 
ruth to these rumours. And 
ortunately , they are not true. 

1creening of blood donated at 
he Rag Bi·g Bleed this year 
dentified other viruses, not 
IDS, according . to the Pharmacy 

>epartment. 

epartment member Eric Meyer 
aid we sh.ould expect an AIDS 
ictim on campus within the 
ext few years. Sexually active 
eople were npt necessarily 
confined to indulgences on 
am pus", he said, which meant 
nat it was far more important 
1an ever before to know the 
istory of your sex p'artner. 

frican AIDS is different from 
uropean or American AIDS in 
1at it develops primarily in 
~terosexuals rather than . homo­
~xuals (65% of US patients are 
>mosexuai) or intravenous drupg 
:ers. 

t ravenous drug abuse in South 
frica is not a major problem. 
ne main form of drug abuse is 
Lgga amongst the youth people 
auld just watch, said Mr Meyer, 

Dr Ann Kench, also of the Pharm­
acy Department, said that about 
300 South Africans were known 
to be carriers of the HIV virus 
which causes AIDS. She said 
that most of the HIV-positive 
patients were white homosexuals, 
but she added that South Africa 
was likely to follow . the African 
AIDS pattern, with the majority 
of victims being homosexual. 

There is as yet no cure for 
AIDS, and medics reckon it 
could take ·a mm1mum of five 
years before a vaccine to combat 
the viral · disease is designed. 

There is, however, a medicine 
called AZT which stops the viral 
replication of the · disease and 
slows down its . progress. The 
drug is however extremely ex­
pensive and can affect bone 
marrow. 

Although the HIV virus may be 
detected in blood donations, the 
giving of blood is not a sure 
test of whether you are infected 
with it or not. HIV is . an elusive 
virus characterised by what 
medics call a "window presence". 

D-t.--..Kench, who is at present 
doing intensive research on the 
AIDS virus, says it may not 
show up in one's blood for up 
18 months. 

The 1988/89 SRC has been in 
office for about a month now. 
RHODEO spoke to new president 
Rod Dixon to find out more 
about their plans for the rest of 
this term and next year: 

Firstly, what did you think of 
the SRC elections and the per­
centage poll? 

.· All the candidates put a lot of 
effort and energy into their 
campaigns, so students know who 
they were and what they were 
standing for. But not enough 
people knew when and where the 
voting was to take place, so the 
oppie poll was very low. Polling 
in the reses was encouragingly 
high, though, because res students 
could vote outside their dining 
halls. 

I think, though, that the new 
SRC should publicise the next 

Even though one cannot 
AIDS froin giving blood, if 
is sexually active with 
than one person, you could 
giving an innocent victim 
virus - without knowing it. 

get 
one 

more 
be 

the 

I.f you are concerned that you 
may be carrying the virus, tests 
can be done at any Grahamstown 
doctor . Full counselling is done 
before and ' after the tests to 
ensure that you are not alienated 
by taking them. 

On the other hand, if you are in 
a situation, where you are having 
sex with someone you don't 
know very well, ensure the use 
of a condom. AIDS is a disease 
that cannot be cured - but it 
can be prevented. 

An expert on the subject, 
Sister Gay Bulbrink, will be 
talking on AIDS this Friday 
at 8.40am. The venue is 
Arts Major and the talk -
with a video is expected 
to last an hour. 
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election dates more widely, and 
have more booths on campus to 
reach more oppies. 

Overall, though, I think ·students 
were interested in the elections 
and the people elected, even 
though they were uncontested in 
some of the hall . constituencies, 
received a convincing mandate. 

So what do you think of the 
new SRC? 

They are a wonderful bunch 
(chuckling). Seriously, they ' are 
highly motivated, interested, 

. hardworking, friendly imd ready 
to get started on new projects 
and campaigns. That might 
sound exaggerated, but I am 
honestly very confident about 
this term of office. I think we 
are in for a very positive and 
productive year. 

What role do you think the SRC 
should be playing on campus? 

As students we are vulnerable to 
the actions of other c·ampus 
constituencies like the adminis­
tration, academics, wardens, etc. 
The SRC should be there to 
represent the needs of students, 
for example where the res rules 
are too strict, library hours not 
long enough, societies need more 
offices or funds, or there is not 
enough parking orl campus.... The 
list is endless. 

The SRC organises Orientation 
Week for new students and 
Leadership weekend for campus 
leadership and provides students 
with a wide range of useful 
benefits like a discount scheme, 
counselling centre, SASTS, lift 
schemes, resource centre, the 
essays publication.... There are 
so many issues, campaigns and 
benefits that we can take up on 
behalf of stydents which no 
other constituency on campus 
would worry about. 

What do 
the rest 
year? 

you have planned for 
of this term and nextJ 

We have decided to concentrate 
on the same four areas that the 
last SRC worked on. We realised 
that these four broad areas, 
namely student representation, 
benefits and services, political 
action and the university and out 
education, encompass everything 
that directly relates to students. 

The projects we have planned 
for the rest of the term all fit 
under one of these headings, and 
all aim to represent and serve 
students. To mention just a 
few: 
°Co-ordinating the Non-racialism 
Forum, which was successfully 
launched on campus last week. 
It aims to foster non-racialism 
on our campus and resolve some 
of the tensions that exist. 
0 0rganising Orientation Week for 
next year. 
0 To continue working to gain 
and effectively use more student 
representation on university 
structures. 1 
0 To provide information and an j 
analysis of the forthcoming 
municipal elections. J 
0 Investigating exam timetable 
problems and a possible swot 
week in june. 

Do you think students know 
enough about the SRC and what 
it is doing? 

There is a ·new promotions port­
folio on the SRC which will deal 
specifically with promoting our 
projects and building closer links 
with all students. We aim to 
inform students of our activities 
through pamphlets, res tours, 
suggestion boxes and questiOn­
naires on campus, and introductory 
breakfasts' with house com ms. 
So look out for us! v 
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Group Areas and. Res fees intensif interests had to be "protected" 
and new areas would be more 
easily proclaimed. 

The Bill places . black students 
unable to pay res fees in a 
difficult position. As one student 
said: "Black students would 
probably have difficulties finding 
digs next year as few landlords 
would be willing to face · the 
new stiffer penalties." 

find it difficult to get digs 
landlords are afraid of falli 
foul ~f the Group Area.S Act. 

But, says Deputy Register 
Rod King, they have nothing 
worry about. The only res whi 
has been , .closed is · Adams 
which is, according to Mr Kir 
"not a great res - it's a I 
like a tunnel." ' At the mome 
the building is not needed and 

'Adamson abandoned. 

THE suspected rise in res and 
tu1t10n fees, coupled with the 
harsh new Group Areas Amend­
ment Bill, will make it difficult 
for black students to find 
accomodation next year. 

Given the fact that government 
subsidy is due to decrease by 25 
percent, fees are likely to 
increase by that much if not 
more. This means the new res 
fees would be about R4 500. 

Admin refused to com ment on 
the suspected rise in fees and 
the implications of the Bill for 
black students living in · digs, 
until · the university Council 
meeting on October 14. 

The tough Bill, which compliments 
the Free Settlement Areas Bill 
providing for "gr.ey. areas", 
toughens up t he ex1stmg Group 
Are~s Act conside rably with 
both landlords and tenants who 

contravene its provisions facing 
increased penalities. 

No areas in Grahamstown have 
been designated "grey" and this 
is li kely to remain th'e case. 
Deputy Mayor, Martha Olckers 
said last week that before an 
area could be considered for 
free settlement there had to be 
"big enough demand". 

However, · people with vested 

"Many students cannot afford to 
live in res and cannot move into 
the township either because 
conditions there make studying 
;ery difficult ," the student said. 

One landlord interviewed by 
RHODEO said he had never let 
the old act affect his choice of 
tenants and that in this case he 
would wait until personally 
informed before turning black 
students away. 

The Oppie . Board completely 
suppports the rights of all 
students to stay where they 
choose, the chairperson of the 
Board, Dr jeff Peires, said. 

"Already many landlords are 
hidirig behind the old Group 
Areas Act as a way of keeping 
black students out of their houses, 
the new Blll will only make the 
situation worse. We condemn the 
legislation in the strongest 
possible terms ," he said. 

CLOSURE OF RES'S 

Many students have expressed 
fears that the closure of res­
idences may lead to a shortage 
of accomodation in the future, 
especially for black students who 

used to house visiting spo1 
team s. 

There is no certainty that oth 
reses will be closed at all; 
decision will be taken on 
numbers of students applying 
live in res next year are known. 

~his year there are 1733 studen· 
in res, with 1 870 places bei 
available. There is thus · 
danger of applicants being turn 
away next year, especially on 
the reses which have been clos 
for renovations are open again. 
Prince Alfred and Stanley Ki· 
are being renovated at t 
moment but should be ready f 
occupation by the beginning 
next year. Skidd 1 is bei1 
converted into a postgrad res f 
male students, which Mr KiJ 
says there is a considerab 
demand for. The only postgr; 
accomodation presently availab 
is for women - in Lillian Britte 
Truro and Oriel Annexe. Son 
male postgrads are accomodat• 
in houses along Prince Alfr• 
Road. 

Attacks on Faculty Focus on the Zoo 
Durban · University SRC vice-
president jono Gunthorpe was 
the victim of a firebomb attack 
recently, the latest in a series 
of incidents to hit SRC members 
on the campus. 

The attack occured early rn the 
mor~ning of September 6, when a 
rolled-up, burning newspaper was 
thrown through the window into 
his room. 

jono, asleep at the time, awoke 
to find his curtains alight. He 
attempted to drag them to the 
bathroom, but was unable to do 
so because of the heat of the 
flames and eventually doused the 

fire with water fr om the shower 
attachment. 

This incident was 
five weeks. The 
after the stand 

t he 
first 

taken 

third m 
occured 
by 143 

young men against conscription 
and involved the t heft of a broken 
radio from his room, yet money 
was ignored. Two weeks later 
his room was broken into again 
and turned upside down. SRC 
president Penny Mackenzie a lso 
had jewellery stolen from her · 
room. 

To date, police investigations 
have proved futile . 

Did ou know that every fig Other studies include ecological establish closer contacts w' 
speci~ has its own specific work done with crabs, limpits them. These usually take ~ 
wasp pollinater? And there are and crusta~ean on rocky shor~s form of post-graduates present! 
over 1 000 species of figs! and estuanne research done m res~a-r~::h-papers, followed by 

· f d'd , k k the Fish, Bushmans and Kariega soc1al afterwards. ! you 1 n t now now that, 
you robably also don • t know Rivers. The zoo_logy ~epart ment also h1 

that bats have the · unique ability strong lmks. With the_ South Afr 
to store sperm in winter. There are a number of research can Zoolog1cal Society. Pr· 

Take a walk through the Univers­
itie's Zoology Depart ment and 
discover a new wo rld of eye-open­
ing facts about insects, animals, 
and natural habitats. 

T he Zoology Department is fairly 
diverse in its approach to differ­
ent animal studies it does , how­
ever, focus on things such as 
bees, bats, fig wasp, rocky shores 
and estuaries. 

'institutes within the Zoology HR Hepburn, the head of .tl 
department itself. They ar~ department , is currently tl 
the Tick Research Unit, the editor of the society's journaL 
IFWS (Institute for Fresh Water 
Studies) and the Southern Oceans 
Group. Post-graduates involved 
in Southern Ocean research 
venture off to places such as 
the Antarctic, Gough Island and 
Marion Island , where they cary 
out their exper.iments. The 
Zoology department also col-

Although Zoology is an extreme 
broad field, hence the abscen< 
of an international umbrel 
body, contacts with internation 
soc ieties and associations . a 
often established when Rhod' 
zoology students and lecturers 1 
overseas to present papers. 

HSS having a ball. Research done on bees mainly 
concerns physiology and experi­
mental studies. The Eastern 
Cape bee is quite a · un ique sub­
species of bee m that they, 

laborates with the Department 
of Icthyology on certain projects 
involving fish studies. 
This year, the department in­
it iated interdepartmentai research 
seminars with UPE in order to 

Without a doubt , the Zoolo1 
Department is certainly wor· 
visiting. You'll find all this ar 
much more behind tall wal 
right here on campus. 

CULTURE should be seen as a 
dynamic · c~ncept rather than 
something static, conservative 
and dogmatic, guests at the 
Hindu Students' Society were 
told. 

Speaking at the . HSS Ball, Suni l 
Rugunan , said it was difficult to 
see HSS as a "purely cu i tural 
society", especially when cult ure 
was seen as static, conservative 
and dogmatic entity. 

I"Tne demands placed upon us by 
the Western society are exces­
sive,"he said. "For this reason, 
our actuai cuiti.Jre is not an 
Indian one but a South African 

one, though it has Indian roots". 

Sunil said because of the rapidly 
changing nat.ure of society ,culture 
was influenced by the "dominant 
political, and social forces within 
that society 

"In a given socie ty like South 
Africa, where these forces tend 
to expand beyond control, cui ture 
inevitably becomes linked to 
politics". 

After the speech , the audience 
was treated to Hindi dances, a 
fashion show and tasty food. 

· unlike most bees, are able to 
re -queen themselves. Basic 
research done by Zoology students 
is on wax, synthesis , control oi 
colonies and gas chromatography 
(!!?!?*?**?!- chemicals that 
enable bees to comunicate) 
Students. also study the unique 
closed system of the co-evolut ion 
between figs and wasps. They 
concentrate on five different 
types of figs, of whicb none are 
of the com mercia! type. (so 
don't get paranoid about wasps 
in your next fig!) This is a 
very specific study and also 
includes gas chromatography 
(che micals that attract · the 
female wasp to the fig) Zoology laboratory Inside the zoo. 

CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR CALL -UP? 

Page 4 · 

Visit the Conscription Advice Bureau 
every Wednesday 2 ·Spm 
in the Counselling Centre 
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~lternative service 
FOLLOWING th~ banning of the 
ECC last term, the SRC has estab­
lished an Al~ernative Services 
Committee (ASCOM) to publicize 
the issue of . alternative sei'Yice on 

I 
campus. 

fhe committee has been estabJished 
in a bid to pressurize the govern­
ment to revise its compulsory 
::onscription policy. 

A.ll aspects of alternative service 
lv ill be researched and the findings 
w·ill be presented to the SRC. 

Dther tasks of the new sub-com­
nittee will be to lobby for support 
rom all sectors of campus around 
he issue of conscription. 

'he sub-committee will be ac­
ountable to the SRC. 

An effigy put up by Rhodes students to protest the 
banning of the ECC last term. 

CAMPUS BRIEFS 
>id you know that · dust caused 
(y volcanic eruptions can circulate 
n the atmosphere for up to five 
·ears? 

ccording to physics lecturer . 
~ichard Grant, an expert i.n the 
tudy of the atmosphere, this is· 
hy "there are spectacular sunsets 

11 over the world whenever 
ile re are really large volcanic 
ruptions." 

I r Grant, who has done research 
n atmospheric scattering in the 
rratosphere for some time, 
cently visited the Institute of 
ace and Exploration in Brazil, 

here researchers have inves­
$ated the sodium l;lyer of the 
1esosphere, 80 to lOOkm from 
ile ground. 

apping the progress of the 
ust usmg LIDAR enables re­
!archers to learn how the atmos­
pere circulates at . these alti­
fdes", Mr Grant said. LIDAR 

the optical equivalent of radar 
d is used to investigate the 

. mosphere. 

hodes' department of physics 
~d electronics Is particularly 
portant in this field because 

te LIDAR station here is the 
1ly one in South Africa. 

Jjfj(111J 
bout 80 delegates attended this 
ear's Association for Anthro­
Jlogy in Southern Africa con­
~rence hosted by the Rhodes 
athropology department recently. 

n.e conference , which was held 
September, covered a wide 

.nge of topics including develop-
!. J b . ent, re tg10n, ur an tssues, 

mflict, women, ethnicity, work 
1d stratification. 

mong the issues was a discussion 
the Zulu religion, as well as 

the meaning · and purpose of 
Zionist colours. Papers on the 
context and interpretation of 
violence and worker grievanc.es 
and disputes were also delivered. 

The income-generating activities 
of rural women in Lesotho and 
Swaziland formed part of the 
discussion, along with the effects 
of last year's Natal floods on 
women. 

One of the delegates delivered 
papers on change and perceptions 
of change in the working and 
living condtions of employees on 
white-owned farms in the Eastern 
Cape . The area also featured 
in a ' report on anthropological/ 
historical a'rchaelogy in the 
Eastern Cape. 

"The Problem of Interpretation in 
Psychotherapy: an Exploratory 
Study" is the title of a new · 
book by Prof Dreyer Kruger of 
the Psychology Department. 

Prof Kruger, whose book is part 
of a series of investi gations into 
reseach methodology, said the 
human sciences had problems of 
methodology because natural 
science methods did not fit. 

"This study is part of an effort 
to see how interpretation should 
be part of the human sciences", 
he said. 

The prof started his research in 
1986 by sending problem case 
histories to therapists for inter-
pretation. He also asked thera-
pists · to describe their own 
experiences tn interpretation of 
cases. 

"Most psychotherapists see every­
thing in terms of their own 
particular theory, and we ne~d 

to stand back and look at the 
whole system more carefully 
from time to time", he said. 

He added that a bett e r under­
standing of interpretation · was 
extremely important m South 

. Africa. 

The department of Plant Science, 
housed in a national monument, 
has just acquired highly sophist­
ica ed equipment for its research 
project on ecophysiology · the 
study of how plants react and 
respond to changes in -their 
environment. 

The controlled environment cab­
inet, with a multiprocessor­
controlled light intensity, humidity 
and temperature, will improve 
the measurement of the rate at 
which photosynthesis takes place. 

"With a ·controlled environment 
and a rhotosynthetic co, gas 
analyser, it is possible to map 
out systematically the entire 
response of a plant to changes 
in light intensity, temperature 
and carbon dioxide leyels", said 
department head Prof Ted Botha. 

Prof Botha, who is involved . in 
the project, is concentrating 
his research in grasses, while 
another department member, 
Shaun Russel, is concentrating 
on the ecophysiology of mosses. 

Academic denied Work Permit 
~ rid renowned writer 

Njabulo Ndebele 
ied a work permit 
UCT. 

and critic 
has been 
to teach 

uth African born Dr Ndebele 
uld have conducted a five 
ek semi nar course on South 
rican poetry in the UCT 
lglish Department. 

statement released by the 
glish Department described 

Government's action as 
athe r proof of the crass 
nst raints 
tellectual life 
oceeds". 

under 
in South 

which 
Africa 

Ndebele himself only heard of 
the government's refusal to 
grant him a work permit from 
the Vice Chancellor and from 
reports in the Sunday Times. 

Ndebele sees his bei ng banned 
from t eaching in South Africa as 
another instance of the way in 
which the government ignores 
the interests of the South African 
people. 

'\n angry st udent who had enro ll ed 
for the course said that the 
deC!Sfc;n "makes a mockery of 
the claim that there is acade mic 
freedom in South Africa and . in 

the University." 

Ndebele said that this lack of 
academic freedom is "a function 
of a well orchestrated system of 
censorship , whereby the majority 
are kept m ignorance and are 
depr ived of the means of 
overcoming thi s ignorance". 

The restriction comes at a time 
when UCT is serious ly examining 
its role in a changing South 
Africa. The exclusion of Ndebele 1s 
ideas from such a debate "is not 
good for anyone concerned" 
according to Dr Glen, Head of 
the English Department. 
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Another 
conscript 

refuses 
to serve 

18-YEAR-old Charles Bester was 
due to stand trial for refusing 
to serve in the SADF this Monday. 
The ' trial could result in his 
being jailed for six years. If Charles Bester -
that happens, he will have spent Refusing to Serve. 
a quarter of his life in jail by 1-----------------, 
the time he has served the dura­
tion of his sentence. 

SASPU spoke to Bester · about 
how he reached his decision not 
to serve. 

SASPU: Can you tell us a bit . 
about yourself? 
Charles Bester: I grew up in 
johannesburg and I went to 
school at Grey . College and St 
Martins. 

I come from a v.ery close knit, 
supportive family. My parents, 
like me, a re committed Christians. 
They have given me a great deal 
of support over my decision not 
to serve, but obviously they are 
very conce rned. 

They are afraid that prison is 
going to be very ~arsh. After 
school I did apply to a university, 
Wits in fact, but I knew it would 
not be right just then. I got a 
job in Maritzburg· with a volunteer 
organisation, organising missions. 
I did this knowing I had an 
August call-up. 

SASPU: When did you start 
considering the pqssibility of 
refusing to serve? 

CB: The first time ~ thought I 
might not serve was m standard 
seven. The · feeling grew stronger 
over the years. When I was in 
standard nine, I knew I · would. 
never serve in the SADF, but I 
did not say much about it. In 
May this year, I finally made 
up my mind that in August I 
would refuse to serve. 

SASPU: You are a religious 
person, and being a committed 
Christian it is almost certain 
that you' could successfully have 
applied to the Board for Religious 
Objection for six1 years alternative 
service. Why did you not go for 
that option? 

CB: God works in a· context, 
never in a void. My religious 
views are related to and 
influenced by, my political and 
moral views. I believe I should 
address the problem of being a 
conscript in the SADF, and not 
to war in general. 

SASPU: What exactly has happened 
to you · since you made your 
decision? 

CB: My call-up was for 4 August, 
the day before · the 143 made 
their refusal to serve public. 
When I went to Sturrock Park, I 
told the commanding officer 
that I was not prepared to serve. 
He was remarkably nice about 
the whole thing. He said: "We 
have been expecting people like 
you." Then he took down my 
particulars and sent me home. 

Two weeks later the military 
· police came to my houseto arrest 

me. They questioned me and put 
in the police cells in Potchef­
stroom for the weekend. That 
Monday, I appeared in the Magi­
strate's Court. 

I was questioned by Staff Sergeant 
Flattery. He tried to tell me 
what good buddies I would make 
in the army and how the army 
"isn't as bad as everybody says". 

Flattery spent ages trying t 
dissuade Dave Bruce because h 
was ; the first. He did not spe01 
a lot of time on me - I thin 
he realises there is not muci 
point if people have made u: 
their minds. I appeared in th• 
Potchefst room Magistrate 1 s Cour 
again on September 2, whet 
they set a trial date for Octobe 
3. 

SASPU: Are you hoping to serve 
your sentence in Pretoria Central 
with Dave Bruce if you are 
convicted? 

CB: Obviously I would like to gc 
to Pretoria Central where · 
would come into contact with 
Dave Bruce. But I do not want 
it to appear as though it 1 s a 
foregone conclusion that I wil 
go to jail. I am fully expecting 
to be put away, but I am not 
going to put myself in prison. 

SASPU: Did Dave Bruce influence 
your decision not to serve? 

CB: No, I decided not to 
before 1 had heard of 
Bruce. By meeting him 
seeing him stand trial, he 
me enormous encouragement 

serve 
Dav~ 

and 
gave 

SASPU: Are you a member of 
ECC, and what do you think o 
their banning? 

CB: I have never been a membe;j 
'Orthe ECC. I think the banning! 
shows that conscription is deeply~ 
felt in the minds and hearts of 
the majority of South Africans. 
If ECC did not have such great 
support they would not have 
been banned. 

SASPU: Why have you decide 
not to serve in the SADF? 

CB: There are numerous reasons. 
First of all, I think that our 
education' distorts the picture 

of life in South Africa, and it 
teaches us not to think. Also, 
all the alternative media is 
restricted, and so much general 
media is simply Nat propaganda. 

Within this context, my peers 
are asked maybe to give up 
their lives or to · take someone 
else's life without ever knowing 
what they are fighting for. 

I have a particular concern with 
the townships. That is where it 
most clearly shows that we are 
in a civil war. Whites ·and blacks 
are kep t apart. The only time 
they are together in the townships 
is when whites are on the back 
of military vehicles. 

Furthermore, I think that South 
Africa is exporting the civil war 
to its neighbouring states. The 
SADF is upholding the apartheid 
system. 

There will be no peace until the 
apartheid system is gone, and 
apartheid must go because. it is 
wrong , and wrong in Go,d's eyes. 
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Gree nflies 
The other police force 

"We represent the needs 
and of t he commQDity." 
Gaqa , mayor of Rini. 

of the people 
Reverend B.A. 

"Black people who Claim to 
oppressed can oqly participate 
bodies and thus are not 
needs of . t he people." · - jan, vail Eck 
Claremont. One of the reasons for the animosity between the community councillors 

and the community which they purport to serve is the existence of a 

powerful security force run by the town councils :- t he municipal police, t---------------------------------------------------~ or "greenflies", as they are dubbed in the townships. Since their form -
ation in 1986, the municipal police have been gradually t aking over t he 
duties of the SADF and the SAP in supressing any opposition to the 
government in the townships. 

A Black Sash study conducted in the East e rn Cape cites in detail 260 
incident s of theft, assaul t , eviction, beatings, rape and torture t hat 
were reported to their offices between April 1986 and july 1987. In 
one · case , a man accused of be ing a member of a street c omm it t ee 
was handcuffed to a chair and beaten with rifle butts. 

A t yre was then placed around his neck and lit , methelated spm t s 
having been poure d around the rim. The man managed t o remove · the 
ty re and· was released t wo hours later. The municipal pol ice do not 
have the powe r t o detain people and few , if any, of thei r ' arrest~' 
l:ave le d t o prosecuti ons. 
lfhe me re numbe r of alleged assaults by the muni c ipal police is cause 
for conce rn. In Po rt Elizabeth , one le gal firm a lone is handling over 
50 suit s . a gai ns t t he lbhayi Town Counci l fo r a lleged assaul t s and shoot ­
ings. 

Alt hough t he municipal pol ice are p resent ed by the gove rn ment as 
maintai ning law and order, the Black Sash argues that their ' hidden 
agenda ' is t o divide communities and to di s rupt political organisations. 
The mai n thrust of their activiti e s involve random acts of vi olence 
direct e d a t political opponents of the gove rnment , both re al and imag­
ined. As one Port Alfred resident put it : "peopl e ar e jumping just like 
birds because of the gun-happy municipal poli c e". 

By rec ruiting fr o m the communiti es them selves , the state is able t o 
sow divisi on within the communities , t o di st a nc e whit e fo rces fr om the 
frontline , and t o re- inforc e the not ion of " bl ack-on-black" violence. 
Often when the situati on in the townships bec om es vi olent , the munic ipal 
pol.ice and the right-wing vigilant e groqps share c ommon a im s agai ns t 
de mocrat ic o rgani sations. Municipa l pol,ic e a r~ frequ ently ' ex-comrades ' 
- "they were fo rc ed by hunger to take blood money", as one t ownship 
resident put it. • 

Mayor Goqo: 
Representing whom ? 

Rini town councillors, who 
ere elected in 1983 on a 4.3% 

poll, are responsible for the 
administration of the township 
and the municipal police. Rev­
erend B.A. Gaqa, the mayor of 
the Rini town council, spoke to 
RHODEO on some of the issues 
surrounding the October elections. 

~HODEO: What is the role of 
:he town council? 
;:; aqa: We a re he re to see that 
he needs of the co mmunity a re 
e t. 

RHODEO: Do you thirik that 
the state of emergency and the 
fact that so many potential 
candidates are in dete ntion will 
eff ect the Octobe,r elec tions? 
:::;aqa : It is· t heir deeds ·which 
JUt t he m m jai l. If you a re 
outs ide a ca mp , don 1 t thro w 
;tones inside: open the ga t es and 
10 - one wi 11 st op yo u. The gov­
; rnm ent ca ll ed . on a ll peopl e . to 
)a rti c ipate . Even those who 
jon 1 t suppo rt the gove rnm e nt 
nusr co me forwa rd ' and pa rtt r. t­
)it te. Nego t iat ion fr o m the 
ns ide is the be.s t way. 

~HODEO: Do you believe that 
he SADF should leave the town­
hips? 
; aqa: Unde r the present cir t um­
tances, if a bl ack ma n is not 
ooked a ft e r, he will be ha rassed. 
re ry oft en, peopl es houses ar e 
u rned by thugs . So meone needs 
o ensur e ha rm ony and security. 

tHODEO: What is your response 
o the fact that the .fMC st ruc­
ures are run by the military? 
;aqa: As fa r as secu rit y is 
onc erned, we have our own 
orce. The gove rnm e nt does its 
wn dut y: - t o he lp arid to ensure 
at the people a re stabilised. 

HODEO: Rini is one of the 
~ly townships in the Eastern 
'ape which has a town council 
~ operation. Why do other 
ownships have this problem? 
· Intim idation. people 

re forc ed t o resign b ecause 
' r lives were at sui.ke. Here , 

represent the needs of the 
\e. 

RHODEO: Is it true that the 
municipal offices were burned in 
1986? 
Gaqa: The old municipal hall 
was burned during the riot period. 
All public plac es belonging to 
the gov\' rnm ent we re burned. 

RHODEO: The Grahamstown 
Civic Assotiation, a UDF affiliate 
has not been funct ioning since 
the banning of the UDF. Is 
there room for organisations 
such as this in the township? 
Gaqa: If an organisa t ion is a 
help to the communit y, I do not 
oppose it. If th ei r act iviti es are 
politi cal they do not represent 
the people ·as ou r people a re not 
politi ca lly minded . Black politi cs 
diff e r fr o m whi te polit ics. It is 
easie r fo r whit es: they have a 
chance t o study polit ics in uni­
ver si ti es. We don't have a back­
groun d of s trugg le. 

RHODEO: Dave Sandi of . the 
Grahamstown civic says that the 
crime rate in the townships has 
escalated since the banning of 
the UDF ·and hence the dissolution 
of the street commit tees. What 
is your view? 
Gaqa: He ' s te!1ing lies ! They -
we re ha mm e ring people in t he 
st ree t comm ittees. Unl awful 
sent ences passed by boys on 
olde r men. 

RHODEO: The Angli c an bishop 
of the Order of Ethiopia , Right 
Reverend Sigqibo Dwa na said a t 
a conference to discuss the 
' future of - Gr~hamstown' that 
blacks were being asked to lend 
support to the myth tha t they 
had voting rights when m fact 
that vote had no corresponding 
power. l.an you comm ent on 
this? 
Gaqa: He just ~avs wha t he 
thinks. He does not have facts 
to back up hi s st a t ement s. It is 
these peop le who instigat e people 
in churches to boycott elect ions. 
They think we are not suitabl e, 
or they don't like us, but how 
will - they ge t peopl e to meet 
thei r needs ? 

What are the squirrels 
the municioal elect ions • 

II 
As the dat e of the nationwide 
muni cipal e lect ions looms 
closer , a grow ing number of 
organisat ions and individuals 
have found it necessary to speak 
up , heightening the controversy 
over what t he government has 
bill ed the "greatest exercise in 
de moc racy in Africa. " 

The Mayor of Rini, Reverend B A 
Gaga, has clai med that his 
offi ce " represents the needs of 
t he people. " However, he was 
elected by a 4.3 per cent poll, 
and no one on the present ·Rini 
Town Council was nominated by 
the people t hey claim to 

rep resent. Furthermore, in 
Ma rch a petition signed by 272 
resi dents of Rini was 
circul a t ed, demanding the 
resi gnation of Mayor Gaqa. 

As Jan van Eck , Independent MP 
for Clarem ont has said, " Black 
peopl e who cla im t o represent 
the oppressed can onl y 
pa rti c ipate in useless bodies 
and thus a re not responding to 
the needs of the peopl e." 

Wit h none of the candidates for 
the Rini Town Counci l runn ing 
opposed, the upcoming elections 
hold little promise of · 
improve ment for the peopl e of 
Rini. In th e Easte rn Cape, 
t went y-five pe r cent of t he town 
councils wil l not hold elections 
as the re are not enough 
candidates. In those townships 
where elect ions will be held , 
onl y 61,5 pe r c ent of the 
el igible vot ers have registered. 
This means that only slightly 
ove r one t hi rd of the Eastern 
Cape ' s eligible voters will be 
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able to participate m the 
October elections. 

Mayor Gaqa told Rhodeo that 
black people are not 
politically-minded, and t hat 
they do not have a background 
for ~t:ruggle. For this reason·, 
he says, politically-based 
community organisations do not 
represent the people. 

However, as Wits political 
scientist Mark Swi lli ng points 
out, it is in the Eastern Cape 
in particular that "these 
structures had developed most 
effectively." When the str uggle 
in t he townships had ·cause d 

· sixty-two per cent of t he area's 
Black Local Aut ho rit ies t o cease · 
functioning and numerous 
government building had been 
burnt down in protes t , street 
committees began to fo rm · 
alternative structures for 
community organisation. 

Clearly, t he effectiveness o f 
the Black Local Authorities in 
handling the problems of the 
townsh ips needs to be c la rif ied. 

Proponents of t he muni c ipa l 
e lections hail them as the 
beginning of a new democratic 
orde r in South Af rica. However, 
these "re fo rms" are still -
dic t ated fro m above, and are 
designed to support a racially 
based, apartheid system o f 
government. The Regional 
Services Councils, th~ mult i ­
racial bodies formed by 
representatives from t he local 
authorities are lower- t ie r 
versions of the tri-came ra l 
par liament. 

Furthermore, representation on 
the RSC's is determined by the 
amount paid by a local authority 
fo r reg ional services. 
The refore, wealthy white areas· 
a re assured of continued control 
over the financial resources of 
the RSC. As the National Union 
of South African Students has 
st a ted , the government .is 
" fa lsely equating democracy with 
participation in its apartheid 
structures." 

Mark Swilling has reported that 
400 000 houses need to be built 
annually to meet the needs of 
the black population, but only 
35 000 units are being built 
presently. These houses, none 
of which are canst rue ted by the 
governm ent, cost between R25 001 
and R3 5 000. However, only 
thirt y-thre e per cent of 

Afr icans can afford housing 
loans ove r R12 000. 

For · upgrading projects to 
succeed in dealing with this 
housing sho rtage , according to 
Deputy Governor of the Reserve 
Bank Jan Lombard, a five to 
seven per cent growth ra t e would 
be necessary. The current · 
growth rate is below two pet 
cent. 

Finan-cial problems in the 
to wnships go much deeper than 
housing, however. In the 
East e rn Cape alone, the 
une mployment rate is a t least 
sixty pe r cent, according to 
Louis Koch o f the Cape 
Provincia l Admini strati on. The 
ave ra ge wa ge o~ those lucky 
enou gh to find jobs in 
Graham st own is RSO per month, 



the 
less 
the 
for 

"The municipal structures are not empowered 
to pose a meaningful challenge to apartheid 
at a national political level." - Louise Vincent, 
Vice President NUSAS SRC. 

·a I king 
c.ontext 

while the estimated subsistence 
level is R180 per month. Under 
these conditions, few could even 
consider buying a home at R25 
000, were they available. 

These people, who often. live 
without such basic facilities as 
electricity, sanitation, or 
running water, suffer fror:n 
problems which can not be solved 
by the building of a few houses; 
problems which are endemic to 
t~e apartheid economy. Public 
facilities in some areas are 
overcrowded 6r non-existent, 
while in other areas they are 
under-utilised. Apartheid is, 
as the Five Freedoms Forum 
recently pointed out, "wasteful 
and expensive duplication." 

With the local authorities 
unable to provide the funds 
necessary to upgrade the 
impoverished black townships and 
alternative democratic 
organisations rising a t a 
grassroots level to replace 
them, the government has chosen 
to implement an increasingly 
repressive policy to control the 
people. 

The Regional Se rvices Councils, 
are charged with providing funds 
for the physical ,upgrading of 
the black townships. When these 
authorities prove unable to do 
this, though, the Joint 
Management Centres, local 
divisions of the military­
dominated National Security 
Management System, intervene to 
provide emergency upgrading in 
"hot spots." 

However, PFP law and order 
spokesperson, Helen Sqzman, has 
pointed out that frequently 
decisions which should be taken 
in the open by elec ted officials 
are made by the JMC' s, often in 
secret. 

In May, for example, the Rini 
Town Council rejected a proposal 
to form a comprehensive 
development plan in the Council. 
It was deemed that such a 
proposal would be redundant, as 
the local JMC and the Cape 
Provincial Administration had 
recently formed a similar plan. 

about? 

Such actions have caused local 
authprities to come under 
criticism for · turning over their 
responsibilities to unelected 
bodies with military domination. 

It is also the role of the 
JMC's, which form a shadow 
structure alongside local 
authorities, to -infiltrate 
community organisations at all 
levels, providing intelligence 
for the State Security Council. 
When these organisations are 

then "stabilised," the security 
apparatus is already in pl.ace to 
reorganise the communities under 
"tmstu.rorthy" leadership. 

Rhodes sociologists Marianne 
Roux and ~'.elissa de Vil!iers 
have indicated several basic 
ac;pects to the government's 
strategy. Firstly, "eliminate 
organised opposition." This 
entails the mass detention of 
communitv leaders and the 
banning of popular 
organisations. Secondly, "close 
off the space in which anti.­
apartheid groupings have 
operated." 

This includes the banning of 
meetings, pre~s curbs, and the 
mohibition of calls for 
bovcotts or strikes. The 
restrictions of mass based 
organisations such .as the United 
Democratic r<ront and the 
Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, and of meetings such as 
!(!._st week's Anti-Apartheid 
Conference in Cape Town, are 
part of this strategy. 

Three successive states of 
emergency have succeeded in 
drastically .expanding the power 
of the military. The Human 
Rights C:::om mission has reported 
that in the last three years, 30 
000 people h~ve been detained 
without trial. Few of these ?..re 
ever charged with a crime, and 
only twenty-five per cent are 
even kno,vr. to be poli ticaJly 
active. In the Grahamstown area 
in August a,lone, the Dependants 
Conference has confirmed that at 
least eight~en people '\/ere . 
detained under emergency 
regulations. Ten of them were 
children. 

Even when the harsh e mergency 
regulations are insufficent to 
crush opposition, the government 
usually succeeds through SADF 
and municipal police occupation 
of the townships, with the 
assistance of right -wing 
vigilantes and death squads. 

The government, has clearly 
recognised that local 
authorities can not possibly 
address the problems of the 
townships and that the people 
have largely rejected the 
racially-determined structures 
as inadequate and undemocratic. 
It has therefore embarked on an 
increasingly violent and . 
repressive campaign to crush its 
opponents. In light of this 
repression, and of the 
unrepresentative apartheid 
structures, it is impossible to 
see ho·.v the upcoming elections 
can be heralded as an exercise 
in anything resembling 
de moe racy. • 

NUSAS:Campaigning for 
non- racial. 

RHODEO: What is . NUSAS' 
response to the elections? 
NUSAS has . debated at length an 
appropriate response to the 
elctions. We are aware - that 
students don't feel that the 
municipal elections affect them 
directly. 

I 

In this context we've attempted 
to forge a campaign which will 
do a number of things: Firstly, 
we hope to combat the effects 
of censorship and to make the 
white public, in particular, aware 
of the extent of repression curr­
ently being employed ·in the 
black communities. 

Secondly, we hope to provide an 
analysis of municipa] structures 
in South Africa and the way in 
which , the government is hoping 
to use them as a means of 
entrenching apartheid and Nation­
alist Party rule. We believe 
that the municipal structures are 
not empowered to pose ·a mean­
ingful challenge to apartheid at 
a national political level. 

Thirdly, while we believe that 

solutions 
the municipal elections are a 
recipe for further conflict m our 
country, NUSAS and other demo­
cratic organisations do have a 
positive vision of the future. 

That vision is embodied in our 
call for democratic and non-racial 
structures of government in 
South Africa. It is our belief 
that meaningful change and a 
peaceful solution to the crisis in 
our country can only come about 
through the equal participation 
of all South Africans: 

What form will the campaign 
take at Rhodes? 
Hopefully, our campaign will 
cater for each of · the three 
aspects I've outlined. The SRC's 
Projects Committee will be focus­
sing on critiqueing the elections. 
They will be producing pamphlets 
and display boards aimed at 
providing students with an under­
standing of how the municipal 
structures actually work and 
what the problems with them 
are; We are also hoping to 
monitor repression and to provide 
up to date information particularly 
concerning incidents in the East-

l~l~ltl'tJill~ 
RHODEO spoke to Louise Vincen 
NUSAS-SRC Vice-Presiden 
about NUSAS's Municipal Electiot 
campaign: 

••• 
ern Cape. 

The SRC itself will be looki1 
into what alternatives there a 
to the government's propos{ 
"solutions". Our feeling is th; 
as students we have a cruci 
role to play in bringing abot 
change. This aspect of tl 
NUSAS-SRC's campaign w1 
focus on the contribution th: 
students can make to a bett• 
future. 

The SRC will be staffing tabl• 
in every faculty where studen 
will be able to say how thE 
think students in that particul: 
faculty can best contribute to 
non-racial and democratic ,.futur 
We are gaining particular ski! 
at university. We have to can 
fully assess how we intend 
use those skills one day, a1 
which sector of society will l 
benefitting from our contribution. 

The SRC hopes to get feedbac 
as to how we can provide channe 
for students to actively gr 
involved in ways whidi thE 
think will make a significa1 
impact. 

janvanEck 'Listen · to the oppressed' 
jan van Eck, independent M.P. 
for Claremont, Cape Town, said 
in parliament: "Black non-pan­
icipation in . local government 
elections - the lowest level of 
government - must also be seen 
in the light of blacks being 
denied participation in the highest 
levels of government. To pani""" 
c~pate at the lowest level while 
being denied full and equal pani­
cipation at the highest level, can 
be seen as settling for second · 
best and weakens the resolve to 
establish a truly non-racial dem­
ocracy." 

The following are exerpts from 
an interview · with jan van Eck 
by the South African Students' 
Press Union, SASPU. 

SASPU : A few weeks ago you 
made a statement regarding the 
municipal elections in parliament. 
Can you elaborate on that? 

Van Eck : I used the priviledge 
of parliament to convey the point 
of view of the democratic move­
ment with regards to the October 
elections. First, I made the 
necessary consultations within 
the community, then I conveyed 
their call in Parliament. 

SASPU How far does your 
Parliamentary priviledge extend? 

Van Eck : There are two places 
in this country where the privileges 
to make illegal claims exists : 
in the law courts and Parliament. 
In these fo rums one has the 
right to expose wrongs and corrup­
tion without the fear of prosecu­
tion. 

SASPU 1-Jow do you reconcile 
your call for boycotting the 
municipal elections and your 
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presence in Parliament? 

Van Eck : At the moment white 
people are not informed about 
the wishes and desires of the 
oppressed people in this country. 
White people are still relevant 
to the aspirations of the majority. 
The more whites involved in the 
.democratic struggle the less 
violence there will be - therefore 
whites must be informed. I am 
using Parliament to do so. I do 
not condone it as a racist institu­
tion but Parliament can be used 
specifically to achieve certain 
things, · thus for me my participa­
tion is more strategic than princi­
pled. 

The important thing is what 
you do with that role. This 
strategy is not relevant in the 
black communities. ,Allan Hend­
rikse and co. are proof of that. 
I don't claim to represent the 
oppressed, and black people who 
try to do so can only participate 
in useless bodies and thus are 
not responding to the needs of 
the people. . -

In Parliament and the city council 
I am trying to bring about white 
liberation from fear and prejudice. 

SASPU : Many bodies from the 
UDF to the Chamber of Commerc 
have criticised these . elections. 
Why is the government going 
thro11gh with them? 

Van Eck : It's a desperate attempt 
to fiU the vacuum created by 
the banning and detent ion of 
hundreds of community leaders 
with the government's own co­
opted leadership. Heunis has 
been going around the country 
like a modern-day Father Christ­
mas giving out lollipops to convince 
people to stand. 

SASPU : There have been rumou 
of corruption around the electiom 
Have you had access to su 
information? 

Van Eck : There has been trem 
ndous intimidation to aHu 
.reople into voting. For examp! 
in the rural areas a commum 
finally had electricity instaU 
only to have the boxes ripp 
out because they indicated th• 
refusal to vote. 

SASPU : Do you think the electi 
will have a dramatic effect 
the country? 

Van Eck : The election per 
will no doubt be one of violen 
aggravated by the fact t l 
people may not call for a s· 
away. Whatever the results, · · 
stae will claim them as a viet• 
for democracy and moderation. 

Those black people who 
elected will then represent th 
people on a National Cour 
level. This will entrench 
division between the democra 
movement and those who 
co-opted •. 

Naturally · the state will w• 
with them and protect thE 
The government will be for< 
to limit itself into working w 
these people even though tl 
know they are not the 
leadership. 

SASPU : How much do you exp. 
the elections to cost the · 
payer? 

Van Eck .Well, the squi1 
costing abt 

I suppose 
cost about 

campaign alone · is 
4 million rand. 
entire show will 
million rand. 
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CULTURAL 
BOYCOTI 
POSSIBLY 
LIFTED 

The cultural , boycott of SA may 
soon be removed from overseas 
anti-Apartheid organisations and 
placed in the hands of S African 
groups, pop star johnny Clegg 
told a meeting of musicians m 
Durban on 19 September. 

On a flying v1stt to SA before 
continuing overseas concert tours 
with Savuka , he was reporting on 
a culture against Apartheid 
symposium held in Athens · earlier 
in September. 

Clegg was invited to participate 

in the sy mposium, organised by 
the UN select committee against 
Apar theid, to discuss the cu ltural 
boycott issue. 

A numl;ler of theatre and film 
personalities also at tended , includ­
ing Glenda jackson, Maxim ill ian 
Schell and joseph Papp. .Anti­
Apartheid movements were also 
present as observers, Clegg said. 

"What happened in Athens augurs 
we ll for music in SA, he told 
the newly-formed · music- associa-, 
tion of Natal meeting. 

LULU'S DRAMA 
SEEING Speech and - Drama 
Honours student, Ldu Khumalo, 
putting the Nombulek Secondary 
Schod Drama group through its 
paces in joza Township is a 
marvel to watch. 

She motivates and advises group 
members with enthusiasm anc 
care w~.ile giving them room to 
tak~ initiatives by writing ar:c~. 
directing their own plays. 

"The only way they can learn 
anything is by doing the thing 
them:;elves. My job is to supervise 
and make sure they do it right," 
she sz.id. 

"The group has displayec interest 
and enthusiasm. I am happy with 

them because they are- keen and 
take initiatives." 

The group's plays port ray life in 
the towr:•shp and have wcr: 
them aw2.rds. 

In May this year, at the Eisted­
fodt in the Monument Theatre, 
they grabbed a silver medal for 
their play, "Zizono Zakho 
M fundisi", by Bonile N gqiyaza, 
and a bronze for "U m tshilibe" 
by Likhaya NgaC.i. 

For traditicr.a l dar:CE:, wbich was 
choreographed by the ·group in a 
workshop , they wt·nt home with 
two silver medals. 

Another persc.r: charged with the 

smooth operation of the group is 
the schocl's English teacher, Mrs 
Ann Kt;w. 

"She is our organiser and helps. 
us with publicity and liases with 
the school principal," the group's 
spokesperson, Likl-.aya Ngadi, 
said. 

They presently have two plays 
ready to hit the stage. One is 
entitlec "The Prisoners", and the· 
other "Clefstick", the latter 
being an adaptation · of Alan 
Paton's short story. 

For the future, the group hopes 
"to keep drama alive in our own 
school and also perform in other 
areas of this country". 

A distinction was drawn between 
Apartheid SA and the progressive 
cultural movements within the 
country which the symposium 
recognised should be supported 
internationally. 

As a result it was agreed that 
the power of overseas anti-Apart­
heid organisations to monitor 
-.::ultural boycotts be put in the 
hands of organisations directly 
involved , which included the ANC 
and PAC, he said. 

A motion that certain kinds of 

cultural contacts with SA wou 
be benificial was also passed. 

"A call was made at the sar 
time for musicians in SA 
come together and idendi 
ourselves with the progressi 
movements in the country a1 
be seen as contributing to dem< 
cracy here." 

The meeting was attended 
about 80 people connected wit 
music, including students 
Durban University. 

Stand Br • e 
This is a rich and memorable 
movie, certainly cme of the most 
realistic accounts of boyhood ~o 
have come out of · Hollywood in 
a long while. 

Skilfully avoiding sentimentality 
without being any less, moving, it 
manages to capture much of the 
wonder and exhiliration as well 
as the irrational fears and awkward 
ness of youth. Too often has 
the American entertainment 
machine presented the public 
with children whose nauseating 
s mugness and contrived precocity 
debase the true signiHcance of 
these c ro i,Vded and mysterious 
years. 

Robin Wood speaks of the need 
to distinguish the true innocence 
of childhood from the "sentimen­
tal, sani tised , de sexualised version 
of bourgeois ideology", and any 
of us who have managed to sit 
through some of the Spielbergian 
excesses of the present decade 
wi ll know what he means. ' Stand 
By Me ' fortuna tely , is something 
out of the o rdina ry. 

The film takes the for m of a 
double quest, that of the narrato r 
who consciously goes back into 
his past and ·the quest wit hin 
the plot itself as the four young 
protagonists undertake a journey 
which , together with being the 
culmination of their boyhood, is 
also a turning point in ther 
lives. In gaining knowleoge of 
themselves and of death they 
irrevocably forfeit ·their innocence, 

their world shrinking to the lev 
of the commonplace after seemi1 
so vast and timeless. 

It is a paradox inherent in a 
comings of age in which somethi1 
must necessarily be left behir 
forever. Knowledge is vital 
one is to grow, but it soc 
becomes a strait-jacket, tr 
thing learnt being pinned do\\ 
in the consci,cusness . and in ti rr 
becoming one of t he . shackles 
reason stifling all spontaneity. 

'Stand By Me', without indulgin 
in mawkish, self-pi~ying nostalgi1 
evocatively captures the narrator ' 
sense of loss as he wistfull 
relives his past. 

The movie has been hyped a 
the "'feel good" movie of th 
year' which is worth commentin 
on since it is indicative of th 
parti cularly obnoxious habit i 
America and consumer capitali ~ 
societies in general of attachin 
neat and simplistic 'definitiom 
to existing genres, real an 
imaginary, 

One should not howevet , be p 
off by this glip and banal trivia 
lisat ion of a genuinely worthwhil 
work. 

"Stand By Me" is many things 
haunti ng and sad, funny an 
exciting, warm and sympathetic 
cohering into a · whole that 
as satisfying as it is fulfilling. 

Dave Saks 

BIB on the move 
Rhodes Education Radio, an 
innovative and exciting new 
educational service formed by 
RMR, started broadcasting this 
year. 

The original idea was initiated 
a t an . RMR rap session and with 
foresight and drive was brought 
into operation. The material. 
broadcasted is campus and student 
specific. 

Prerecorded setworks .from the 
English Department as well as 
material from other departments 
will be broadcasted. Students' 
poetry and lite rat ure will be 
read by the authors the mselves 
or by RER personnel. You 
will also be list ening to topical 
documentary features prepared 

, on campus as well as from outside 
sources. 

A dynamic innovation the 
academic problem line, will 
provide students with the · oppor­
tunity to query almost any prob­
lem that they might encounter 
on campus. It is a student 
station and its success therefore 
lies with the degree of studenr 
feedback and interaction it gets. 
So phone in or pop 10 anytime 
with new ideas! 

This year is a teething period 
for the station which will open 
officially next year. Kyle Han­
nan , who took over the · chair 
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from Chris de Groot, says: "We 
are always interested in new 
members." They need not speak 
over the air - they could act as 
anything from a program me 
compiler to a lias on officer. 
But he stipulates: ''This js not a 
nurse-maid organisation." Mem­
bers should have an enterprising 
spirit and a degree of imagination. 

The service runs from a second 
studio next to the RMR studio 
which was built up by john 
Coombes and some other enthusi­
astic members. RER will cooper-

ate fully • with RMR and th 
chairperson of each society wi: 
astic members. RER cooperate 
fully with RMR and the chairper­
son of each society occupies 
seat on the com mit tee of th 
ot her t o ensure that a cooperativ 
spirit is maintained. 

RER will fulfill a vital role i 
the campus community by provi­
ding an alternative, educatiom 
service for students. Thre 
cheers for RER 11-n origim 
and exciting new campus organisa 
tion. 

Kyle Hannan m the RER studio 
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i! Welcome to this brand new column that will take you on a cool 
1umey through the ups and downs of African, South African and any 
ther melodies that have links with the developments in the local music 
~ene. In this edition; we kick off with a review of Harry Belafonte's 
1test offering, Paradise in Gaz.ankulu. 

reckon that one day when 
1meone sits down to write the 
storical development of South 
f ric.an music, he or she must 
~ dicate at least a chapter to 
arold George Belafonte' s cont ri-
nion to the process. ' 

e is the person who helped 
·tists such as Mariam Makeba, 
ugh Masekela, Letta Mbuli and 
aiphus Semenya, with their raw 
)Uth African beat, to gain 
·ternational recogmtwn as 
1thentic artists. In fact , Makeba 
!fers to him as "Big Brother" 

her autobiography. 

elafonte carried these exiled 
:tists piggy-back in his tours 
1d e'xposed them to wider 
ldiences. He also went to the 
udio with Makeba and later 

1e two stars collected a Grammy 
ard for their collaboration. 

ow here he comes again with 
Dt stuff that is as South African 
; "umqo mbothi". The credits on 
1e album teem with local names 
nd it sounds very much like 
hat you hear from most 
baqanga groups. But it is Bela­
nte's name and musical know­

ow that .giiLe~ the~album int~r­
~tional flavour . 

is fans will note that Paradise 
Gazankulu is something dif­

!rent to the folk music they 
re used to. In this one you do 
Dt find anything of the nature 

hits like jamacia Farew€ll 
nd Banana Boat. 

hree of the songs in the album 
mandla, Cape Town and Move 

you won't hear on .your 
1vourite SABC station. The big 
igs in Auckland Park decided 
l ban them because they were 
)t impressed with the lyrics. 

i Amandla, which features loca'l 
baqanga outfit, Abakhwenyana, 

he says "you· give yourself to 
those who don't deserve you" 
and explicity declares "amandla 
ngawethu" (power to the people). 

Cape Town portrays the other ' 
side of the city, the darker one. 
It speaks of "a shadow in your 
mountain (District Six) ... a cry . at 
Crossroads ... exiles in your home­
land". Definitely not the "fairest 
Cape" image we are often pre ­
sented with. 

Move it is definitely one of the 
best· songs on the album. It is 
brilliantly arranged, with · an 
"igwijo" (a form of traditional 
music) called "Jol'nkomo 
sofel' entilongweni" (Jol 'nkomo 
we will die in prison) fitting 
smoothly into . the main melody 
at intervals. The sound of the 
percussion makes . one want to 
take off one's shoes and 
boogie. ·Lyrics-wise , the song is 
radically anti-apartheid. 

Belafonte' s approach is amazing 
- he . expresses himself like some­
one who has first-hand experience 
of the events in his country. · As 
.David Gel! once said of him: 
"He sings about working women 
and en , of their love , their 
pain and their longings . And in 
singing, he identifies with them." 

Other interesting songs in the 
album are: Kwela, a kwela music 
song with the typical bass lines 
and . pennywhistle melody by top 
producer, West Nkosi; Monday to 
Monday, which 1s a duet with 
Brenda Fassie and the title 
track - an adaptation of Obed 
Ngobeni's song with high pitch 
female vocals. Ngobeni himself 
features in Belefante ' s English/ 
Shangaan version. 

This album is a , pleasure to 
listen to. 

See you next time: same 
same space. Cheers!!! 

paper, 

THE culmination of SATISCO's 
Sport and Culture · Week ' last 
Friday was a sc~::t;Uating per­
formance by Sowetc·'s Zakheni 
Cultural Group (Zakheni means 
"build yourself"). 

The 32-mem ber grc u~, wl,ich 
performed at · the Amsterdam 
anti-apartheid cdtural conferer.ce 
at the beginning of the year , 
w~s formed in 1982 t o promote 
theatre thr01..:gh songs , dancEs, 
poEms and plays. 

Fcunder Boy Bangala , wbo w1ites 
and directs .most of the groups 
\material , said they were alsc. 
"tryirg to ccme up with some­
thing constructive in soc iety". 

Friends First a vi bey local 
band is currently on tour and 
due to play four shows in Port 
Elizabeth on October 7th and 
8th. 

The tour is to promote their 
third album "Another Friend, 
Another Cit y" but songs from 
the album have been banned 
from airplay by the SABC. The 
band believes that the bannings 
are an NP effort to . appease the 
right wing in the light of the up 
and coming elections, but concrete 
reasons for the bannings are still 
unknown to the band itself. 

The band's beginnings go back 
to the unrest in 1985 with .the 
State of Emergency and nat ion- . 
wide political upheaval , when a 

· group of friends bonded· by their 
musical talent, got together and 
rapped about doing something 
significant for South African 
society. 

They formed a recording project 
called "We see a ne1.v Africa" 
which was well-received - parti-

. cularly by · small American and 
European recording companies. 

They played for a number of 
campuses overseas and by causing 
a great stir , they now sit with 
invitations to play in places like 
Norway , Sweden and Ireland. 

The members of the group are 
all good friends and the band 
itself was never strategically 
planned. It was during laid back 
chats that they decided to incor­
porate their talent and create 
original sounds with the preoccu­
pation .of "making friends" with 
all South Africans alike - hence 
the name: Friends First. 

The 8 members of the band 
come from a vast array of differ­
ent cultural and social back­
grounds, from Joburg to Zai re 
and their music is an amalgama­
tion of African township and 
city sounds. 
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The group prese:nt s its plays to 
community o rganisations, hostel 
wo rke rs and schoolchild ren, often 
playing an educational role by 
showing people why unicr.s and 
othe r p rog ress ive organisations 
are impo rtar t and they can 
achieve. 

Bang ala, an ex-actor, sta rt ec 
the group when he began wntmg 
his own plays six years ago. His 
first play, "Untidy Children" , 
won first prize in the Pitco 
Dr ama Competition in 1986. 

/' 

At the mom ent the . group , which 
has built up a good reputation in 
the theatre world, is trying t o 
get sponsorship t o enable t hem 
to expand; they a re also hoping 

The line out: 
0 Leader and record arranger 
J.B. Arthur 
0 Base Victor Masondo ex 
jazzanians (with Da rius Brubeck) 
0 Sax - Kelly Petlane - ex Bayete 
0 Guitar - Danny Bridgens - ex 
Taxi . 
°Keyboard - joey Mabe 
0 Drums - · Lloyd Martin 
0 Vocalist :. Vuvu Pefile 
0 Vocalist - Wambali Mkandawire 

The conc,ert sounds like an oppor ­
tunity not to be missed - so bop 
along to P.E. this weekend! 

1\ll'I'S 

l 
for an engagement at the Marke l 
Theatre in johannesburg. 

Their performance last FridaJ 
night included two {:lays as wd 
as some spectacular traditiona 
and gumboot dancing and 
repertoire of songs, which ha< 
the disappointingly small audiencE 
yelling· for more. 

The lack . of their bongo drums 
wc.:.s not an obstacle - as they 
improvised with a handy plastic 
Great Hall chair. 

Yost - Pastt.u.p 
Portrai t!~-?~ ... 
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PGINTS OF VIEW 

October 19, National Press Day, is also the eleventh anniversary of the 
banning in 1977 of the newspapers World and Weekend World, along 
with 19 organisations including the South African Students' Organisation 
(SASO) and the Soweto SRC. 

Today very little has changed for the better. 17 mo re organisations 
were banned in February this year, including Sansco which was a Rhodes 
campus society. The ECC followed last term. 

Another two newspapers were (temporarily) banned, several others \Ve re 
warned, and the implementation of harsh new media restrictions has 
effectively silenced most opposition from the press. Regulations enforc:­
ing the registration of journalists were withdrawn · but will probably 
.reappear in a mor~ sophisticated form soon. 

The re was a public outcry at the time but by now most people seem 
to have forgotten how much of the "news" they see . and read is censor­
ed. Sure, the EP Herald may seem a little more boring - but many 

\ just accept that as a sign that nothing is happening. 

There is a lot happening, however~ As the municipal elections draw 
closer · repression and conflict are increasing daily - but most of us 
never get to hear about it. 

In the light of this, and of the harsh censorship under which most 
South African journalists are working, Ndtional Press Day is especially 
significant. Most of what we read is censored in one way or another 
- this paper has been restricted in terms of the emergency regulations 
and several <;>ther laws as welL 

ffhe thing about censorship is that the more it happens, the less you 
know about it. It's easy to forget about it and that makes it easier 
for the state to carry on doing it. We can't leave it to a small group 
of journalists to defend our right to know what is happening in this 
country - · the responsibility lies with everyone. Unless we do som ething 
about it, October 19 1977 will repeat itself over and over aga in as it 
did in Februa ry - and no-one will know. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The government's banning of the anti-apartheid conference due to be 
held in Cape Town two weekends ago has shown to some people that 
the state still holds the initiative. 

iThe government found it quite easy to ward off the short-term threat 
the conference posed; but the longer-term threat certainly would see'm 
more difficult to counter. 

The macho . reputation . of Rhodes 
!'bugger" males is on the line, it 
;eems ... . The intrepid Stoep Talk 
reporter heard recently that at 
.east t hree young and strapping 
:male) patrons of the world­
renowned Vic have been savagely 
l.Ssault ed and left bleeding among 
:he beer bottles under the . stout 
.vooden tables of Rhodes ' best­
oved dr inking spot. Well , the re 's 
wthing unusual . in that , you 
ni ght say - except for the fact 
hat a ll t hree of the "atta cks" 
vere made by outraged women 
vho fi nall y got fed up with 
oudm outbed obnoxious males and 
ost their rags. Well , it may 
rot exac tl y be according t o 
emin ist for m - but it' s delightful 
o think abou t ! 

*********** *** 

The Odeon' s been taking us back 
in time in more ways than one 
iately. Come back Africa provided 
us with a ra re glimpse into life 
as it was for migrant workers in 
the Fifti es; but the daring Stoep 
Talk reporter was surpr ised to 
notice tha t the historica l det a il 
extended to the movie tickets 
themselves. Apaq . trom reminding 
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After two years of the current state of emergency, the organisations 
involved were getting together to prove the government could not stop 
the mass unity the emergency had been designed to prevent. With the 
munic ipal elections just around the corner, the government had no 
reason to allow the major opponents of its constitutional system to 
attract publicity. 

It was in this sphere that the government was able to prevent the 
opposition's initiative. 

However, on another level, the organisations who were invited signified 
another level of organisation which could threaten the government in 
the long term. 
The range of organisations and groups invited was far more extensive 
than usual: everyone from Wynand Malan's National Democratic Move­
ment through to COSATU. 

In other words, through the anger . at the banning of the mass confer­
ence, a mass unity neve r shown before could mobilise far more organ­
isations than would previously have been the case. 

****.************************* 

Rhodeo's new editors and editorial board would like to thank outgoing 
editors Marijana Baiera and Nikki Newman for their contribution to 
Rhodeo as a paper and as an organisation during the past year. We 
wish them luck for the exams and happiness for the future - thanks 
guys! 

LETTERS 
Dear Editors 

Congratulations t o the Non-Racialism Forum . The spirit displayed at 
last week' s launch was a fine indication of what our campus could 
achieve in terms of unity, given the necessary momentum. 

I am however distressed at the absence of workers or their represent­
atives. I am led to believe that workers were not even · discussed by 
the Forum. This runs contrary . to the emotive appeals for "unjty with 
the worke rs" that we all experienced during the recent strike. Their 
absence at last week's "jorl " was more than noticeable. 

Even more perturbing was the UDF Five years and Nusas One year of 
affiliation party last term. The workers weren't · invited , very few 
blac k students a t tended , and the occasion turned into a solely whi te 
affair (hijacked by the ha rd- core?) . This was obviously not the intention 
of the organisers, but was the case nevertheless. 

Regardless of the status afforded them by our Administration and the 
state, workers are an integral part of both the university community 
and the national democratic struggle. 

The initiative of non-racialism holds great potential at Rhodes. 
continue, supported by every element of the community, 
included. 

May i"t 
workers 

Yours faithfully , . 
Sidney Hook. 

us graphica lly of the evils of 
inflation , the proprietors seemed 
de termined t o re mind us what 
the heyday of Gra nd Apartheid 
was like. Is this whe re PW 's 
reform is taking us? 

*************** 
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Trek anniversary celebrations 
there on Saturday. A rough 
translation for those of you 
unfamiliar with the Volkstaal: 
Onward, Reds! The road is long 
and difficult, the people are 
already waiting there and the 
coffee is ready." 

***************** 

-<ms tap , rooies: .:ie :r.;::.d i s la~ Did you ever hear the story of 
en SvJaar. ' h D b f h k' d d ~Di e ':.'~ns e .. ::ag 2. 1 C.a::.r en. :':.i e koffie'·t e ur _an sur ers w o I nappe 

<. is a l klaar . .. ' a Cassp1 r, painted flowers all 
< ,_::;.a t julle l<wassies svma~, s wa a ('c ove r it and took it ro the beach? 

~ -t: ju l le r.:·.-;ass ies s v; n.c..~ . , 

· ··' ~ l5 .... ){op~f. ..... . -c ~.:·..,~.+ , en l a a t 1 ~ ~ 
... -1 ~ " ~ · ~ · ¥ ~"\.A"''""" _1 r -

Well, . one place they won't be 
t a king us is into the arms of 
the evil , heretical , Commie Reds. 
It se ems PW is leaving that to 
the right wing .... These lyrics 
were take n from a songsheet 
Rhodeo reporters were handed at 
the "Karel Landman Voortrekker­
monument .Kolrand" during Great 

Well ; not to be outdone, a Nam­
ibian policeman recently decided 
to take the logical next step. 
He stole a Casspir (one belonging 
to his employers nogal!), loaded 
his family into it and disappeared 
over the border into Angola. He 
hasn't been heard of since .... 

*************** 

Now that the furore over children 
in detention has (more or less) 
died down, {!ere's another example 
of police bungling to boggle your 
brain: someone in G rahamstown 
apparently used to leave his 
baby son with a · friend in the 
township during the day while he 
was ·at work and his wife was 
temporarily out of town. 

Well, it seems our blue-clothed 
friends got wind of this and 
decided to take action - whites 
aren't allowed in the townships, 
you know. · So they arrived one 
morning to swoop on the unsus­
pecting babysitter, taking the 
offending child briefly off to 
detention. Wait till Max Coleman 
hears about this .... · 

ow 

ye 
olde 

Smalls 

in good condition 
mattress for next year. 
Pam at 22305 or 27171. 
0 WANTED: One t bed a 
mattress, 1· desk, . 1 bookshelf , 
cupboard, 1 man, 1 chair, 
table, for next year 1 Che< 
please. Contact Phillipa .27122. 

FOR SALE: Portable Blaupun 
Colour television. Brand nt 
·condition (even in original bo: 
Call Wayne at 28143. 

WANTED: 1 bicycle, 1 t b 
and a mattress, and . a cupboa1 
all in fairly good conditic 
Contact Margie 24896. 

DIGS OFFERED: For 1 or 
males in lekker house with gardt 
and good vibes, quite far fro 
campus tho'. Must be able 
live with 3 lefties and a do 
Contact Pam at Rhodeo offices. 

WANTED: Double bed base a1 
mattress. Phone 26364 - Julian 

AH'M LOOKIN' for a scree! 
your know, the fold ing-up/st and 
up wooden type can be ol 
and dirty but must .work. ?ho 
27500 
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fhe 
'Shifty' 
business 
of 
recording 
rhere ' s a zippy little record 
~ompany shifting around (even 
nto places like Botswana and 
Jesotho) in its mobile studio 
:urn equipped-recording-caravan 
·ecording that VERY SOUTH 
\FRICAN MUSIC so often over­
coked by bigger companies. 

>HIFTY RECORDS was started 
n 1982 by Ivan Kadey of 'National 
~ake' and Lloyd Ross of the 
Radi o Rats '. Both were at the 
ime part of that "non-commer­
:ial" vibe which SHIFTY tries to 
Hom ot e. "The music we produce 
s not overtly polit ical, but it is 
•riginal , interesting and excit ing 
n a South African context" , 
aid Llovd Ross. 

?rogressive company 
'erhaps the best-known alternat ive 
ecord company in South Afr ica, 
'SHIFTY doesn 't produce the 
>lasti c gunk t hat ot her reco rd 
:ompani es so oft en do. One can 
:all SHIFTY the most progressive 
iA reco rd company around. 
~hey ' re always open to new 
nusic , and take tim e to conside r 
1ew t alent ," said Philippa Robb , 
~x-R MR Chai r. 

"ocal na mes connected with 
"HIFTY are jennifer Ferguson, 
lernoldus Niemand , the Kalahari 
iurfers¥ .. and Cor):loral i.shm_en_t. 
iankomata , a Lesotho-based 
•and was recorded in Lesotho by 
;HIFTY , and is, according to 
J oyd , t he most popular SHIFTY­
Hoduced album so far. 

Innovative 
HIFTY ' s latest · release is an 
!bum call ed "Tananas" , featuring 
;t eve New man on guitar , Ian 
Jerman (of the Genuines fame) 
n drum s and Gito Baloy on 
ass. The album offers some of 
he most innovat ive and wide­
anging instrumental music heard 
n quit e a while. 

!though finances haven't . al~ays 
een so hot , things are looking 
p with recent help from overseas. 
1ome SHIFTY records have been 
eleased overseas , amongst them 
ennifer Fe rguson's "Hand around 
he Heart" and poet Mzwakhe 
bubi ' s "Change is Pain" , which 

Distribution 

Ethelred Q Carp was lying in his favourite hammock on the tro'nt stoev 
of his digs dreaming that he was on a sun-kissed Mauritian coastline 
skipping joyously towards his mother who was holding out a blank cheque 
and a pen. · 

But before he could embrace her, she turned into two scoops of vanilla 
ice-cream. He was still moaning gently to himself when the postperson 
emptied a sack of mail on his head. 29 items of post were addressed 
to him: 

• Three court summons for speeding fines he had incurred on Prince 
Alfred drive. 
• One court summons for a charge of crimen injuria which he had 
incurred when insulting a traffic policeman on Prine~ Alfre~ dr!ve: (~he 
phrase "you snotty, vacuous, neo-fascist scum" was ctted as tncummatmg 
evidence on the charge sheet.) · 
• A note from the Rhodes Disciplinary Board which alleged that he 
had been part of an illegal toyi-toyi in the Administration quad which 
had "resulted in structural damage to university property". 
• 12 library fine reminders. 
• The electricity/water account ( whi·ch had the previous four month Is 
electricity/water accounts stapled to the back of it). 
• An eviction notice from the landowner which had the words "GET 
OUT, GET OUT YOU ANARCHO-SYNbiCALIST VERMIN" inscribed in 
crayon over the letterhead. 
• A birthday card from his insurance company. 
• Three DP warnings and an army call-up. 
• A notification that he had won a R5000 Anglo-American scholarship 
(wrong address). 
• A free copy of 'Your Family' whi ch he had sent off for after he 
saw an ad on the back of a breakfast cereal carton. 

This las.t item really cheered him up and h~ eagerly set about crocheting 
a pair of thermal underwear for his pet anaconda, Eric. (patt~r~ on 
page 153, Your Family , September 1_9 88.) But he had ~arely ftm_sh~d 
tabulating Eric's measurments when 1t suddentl y struck htm ; he dtdn t 
have a pet anaconda named Eric. 

This, Carp thought, was a sure sign that he was jolly scre wed up. He 
felt desperate, despondent, pessimistic, hope de fe rred, dashed hopes, 
vain expectation &C509. He put down the Roget 's Thesaurus and famt ­
ed. He awoke again and for one bri e f shining r!l oment .he thought he 
was on the Mauritian coastline again. But when 15 mmutes el apsed 
and he saw no tourist s it became appa rent t o him that he was still in 
his ham mock. 

"Oh deary me", he said with an extraordinary depth and passion that 
even Sir john Gielgud would have had difficulty in emulating. The next 
day Carp was rudely awakened at around 1.00 pm by a group of suspi­
cious looking people with manicured mustaches, and was whisked off tc 
jail for contempt of court. 

The trial was a circus although there was some difficulty getting the 
elephants into the courtroom. Back on the streets and flat broke 
Carp could scarcely believe the events of the past ew weeks (especial!~ 
t e bit about the elephants in the courtroom). His life had to change. 
So he procured some cheese fro m t he mouse trap in t he attic (maimi ng 
his hand in the process) , wrapped it in a so iled handke rchief, and 
headed for Mountain Drive. 

advantage over our present system as people would not need to rush tt 
get to lectures. 

But Carp really started to question his sanity when he imagined thai 
the squirrels in the tree-tops above his hammock were wearing dungaree! 
and talking about the merits of voting in the Municipal Elections. 

Carp was by now desperately desperate. In a~ . act of .. desperado, hE 
desparingly threw .himself (in despair) from his hammock. His severt 
despera tion drew him down into the valley below and onward to thE 
SRC Councilling Cent re. He was in desperat e need of their help, no1 

to mention a couple more im aginati ve adJec ti ve::; . 

There was a bri e f scuffle in one of the councilling ·rooms when flusterec 
staff were forc ed to restrain Carp from erecting his hammock between 
a couch and a portrait of Carl jung. But this was soon forgotten as 
the session progressed. Carp bared his soul (and his bank balance) and 
was greeted with compassion, understanding and a tenner (which he 
used to buy a fillet au grautin at the Cathcart). "Reality is shit," he 

. said, "but it's still the only place you get a good steak". 

And so it came to pass that the SRC did take Carp in, 
no room at the inn/residences. ~nd the SRC spake unto Carp sayin 
t-hus: "ver ily thou ar t an untogether , apaThe t rc cl od - out ne ' er sfi a s! 
it be said that the SRC didst shun a student . · 

And then Carp smi led and dreamed of Ma uritian coastlines and SRC 's 
without outstre tched arms. 

Here, far away from the postperson's round Carp rigged up his hammock NEXT YEAR 
between two trees and .made a home for himself. He led a somewhat Will Carp evade the postperson? 
pathetic, hammock-ridden life, devoting much of his spare time to Will the squirrels come back to haunt him? 
developing a theory of a utopian civilization which was more advanced just who wrote this . crap anyway? 
than ours by approximately 15 minutes . . Thi~ he felt, would be a great 

of education." Problems lay 
with representatives, who were 
more inclines to sell com mercia! 
records. 

The latest project . is an Afrikaans 
compilation, featuring some of 
the bands that participated in 
the "Hier is die Nuus" concert 
at the Pool Club , jo 'burg, in 
March this year. 

butler's pharmacy 
and 1 hour photo lab 

SHIFTY encountered some problems 
with distr ibution previously. "To 
get South Af ri can music going," 
Lloyd said ,"one st ill needs a lot 

"There's a lot of heart in the 
new generation of Afrikaners 
who, for the first time are 
writing about themselves," said 
Lloyd. 

Some exciting things to look 
forward to. 

"YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIALISTS" 

WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF: 

* 
* 

PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER 
CHEMICALS AND · ACCESORIES 

OUR PROCESSING IS TOPS - OUR SERVICE THE BEST 

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 

11 BATHURST ST. 

TEL: 27305 
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DISCOUNT: 

AIESEC 
RUPSA 
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Let's go 
surfing 
now ... 
"Hi, is that the lighthouse? 
Could you tell me the swell size 
and wind direction, please?" 

I think to myself, whi Ie watching 
the steady stream of rain through 
the window, why is it that certain . 
people can put themselves through 
this day in and day out, and not · 
get tired of it? 

"Hi Rich, you coming to the 
beach?" 

I groan as I listen to him round 
up eager and willing cronies to 
fill his . car to make the trip to 
'The Pjer' worthwhile. . Why is 
it that some people simply have 
no conscience · when it comes t o 
missing a fternoon lec tures daily? 

"C'mon 
broer." 

Greg, the surf's ,up, 

That's it! · have to find out 
what makes these people tick. 
have to know what causes their 
never-ending desire to catch the 
best wave. So, I t ag a long. 

"Surfing' s a disease that can 
attack the body of society," 
Adam profoundly states as he 
balances his Raybans on his 
sun- blist e red nose. 

"It' s like a cancer," says Greg, 
hurling the wetsuits, dogleashes, 
wax, and zinc ointment tn the 
back. The surfboards are care­
fully strapped to the roofracks, 
and we leave Grahamstown to 
the pounding of "Gang-a-Jang", 
"Old Midnight Oi l", or anything 
Australian. Its the beginning of 
an enlightening experience. 

Above the noise of excite ment 
and music, Adam tells me about 
the su rfe rs of Grahamstown. 
They call themselves the "Week-
enders". They simply enjoy the 

sport and go to the beach 
the opportunity allows them 
usually from luncht ime until 
nightfall depending on the 
conditions at "The Pier". 

The "Weekenders" aren't like 
the "Town Clowns" who originat e 
from Durban or East London. 
"Town Clowns" wear coloured 
zinc on their faces, neon wet-suits 
and t he latest surfing-fashions. 
They enjoy the sport for the 
image with bleached blond hair 
and bronzed biceps, and maybe a 
girl or two glued to their sides. 

The "Weekenders" aren't like 
the "Hard-Core" surfers either , 
who tumble out .of clapped- out 
combis in sheepskin boots and 
woolly jerseys, throwing frisbees 
at their dogs (preferably border 
collies) who can fetch sticks 
from the surf too. The "Hard­
Core" surfers are the "big- wave 
riders". They think of themselves 
as being nature-conscious, "one­
with-the-ocea'n, broer", "flow 
with the wave ... ". They originate 
from Jeffrey's Bay, and they get 
the early morning session. 

We eventually get to ,.'The Pier", 
where the boys watch and discuss 
the waves. If the surf's good, 
they go out. If the surf's bad, 
they stili go out they did 
trave l ·all the way from Grahams­
town, after all. And they stay 
out, while I'm \'(ay past bored, 
and am ready to leave. No such 
luck. We have to go to the 
local pub so that they can discuss 
surf-stories and radical manoeuv­
res achieved during their "Ex­
pression-Session" . I list en to a 
hundred accounts of what looked . 
liked the same thing to me. 

While we sit in the local pub, 
the "Hard-Core" surfers sit m 
the bush with their O.B.'s and 
their dogs, getting ready for the 
morning surf. · The "Town Clowns" 
have gone in search of brighter 
lights where they can show off 
their newly acquired tans to 
scores of interested females. 
We 'sit in the pub , until finally 
someone suggests we leave 
much, much later. 

I s leep in the car while they 
discuss waves, parties and music, 
with girls slipped in so mewhere 
in between, in that order. We 
get home , and I bliss fully sink 
into bed while they wash wetsuits 
and boa rds and finally the mselves 

After a hard day' s sitting, 
list ening and watching I thankfully 
fall asleep . ~ . until ... 

"Hello, is that the lighthouse? 
Could you tell me the s well size 
and wind direction, please?" 

It neve r ends. 

A Rhodes. SATISCO netba ll player conte mplates her next 
move dunng . the match against Wits. The first t eams 
drew 16- 16. 

lose 

Two Rhodes second team players falter under Wits ' p ressure. · Rhodes lost l-3. 

RHODES Satisco · soccer squad 
suffe red defeat no. 2 at t heir 
home ground when they were 
c rushed 3- 1 by Wits Satisco. 
Defeat no. l occurred when they 
were given a 4- 0 d rubbing by 
Medunsa. 

The Transvalers took an early 
lead t rhrough their sensational 
Oupa "Khura" Tjelele. Minutes 
before ha lf t ime, a three-man 

move by Wits · was rewarded with 
a second goal. 

The Wits squad looked more like 
a Mt Everest for the home team 
t o climb. Wits looked more 
composed and more revived. As 
the home side struggled to find 
a winning combmation, the visitors 
took advantage when they sealed 
the game for themselves with a 
t hird goal. 

••• d . I an w1n. 
The Men's Hockey Club finished 
the season on a satisfying note 
last month, when they he ld the 
powerful . Walmer side to 2-2 
draw in d riving rain on the Great 
Field. 

At last, it seemed as t hough 
fort une s miled on the Rhodes 
side , who by that stage of the 
season must have been wondering 
at the perversity of the Gods of 
Fate. Rhodes led 2-0 at the 
break, by a Sean Lubbe field 
goal, and a penalty fli ck by 
Pe te r Marx, while Walmer manag­
ed t o dra w the game, it was a 

Why 
pick 
on us? · 

As the rest of the world met 
· for a fortnight of exhilirating 
competition and glory at the 
Olympics, white South Africans 
faced with the humiliating reality 
of being excluded from even 
watching the games took up the 
old cry of " ••. but the rest of 
the world is just as bad. Why 

.. pick on us?" 

Ironically, however, it was South 
Africa t hat init iated its own 
sporting . isolation in ,1968, when 
B.l Vorst e r ' s gove rnment re fused 
a visa to the England cricket 
t eam' s coloured playe r Basil 
d ' Olivie ra. That tour was banned 
and since then· South Africa has 
gradually become entrenched as 

pe rformance of st irring passion 
and comm itment from the 
Rhodians, that belied their bottom 
position on the Premier league 
points log. 
Rhodes loses two key playe rs at 
the end of the season , in captain 
Peter Ma rx and his deputy , John 
Bould. However, indicators are 
that the club can expec t an 
influx of quality players, some 
of whom have played fo r SA 
schools. As it is, Rhodes were 
fo rtunate this yea r to have two 
first years establish the mselves 
in the side Garth Kearney,who 
has in the past rep resented SWA 

the pariah of world sport. 

There is no doubt that sports 
have been segregated in the 
past, and a lthough the situation 
has 1 mproved during the past 
five years , the divisions still 
re main. That othe r countri es 
have e lements of oppression and 
exploitation as well does not 
excuse the situation here. 

Inst ead of agg ri eved, self- ri ghteous 
bleat ing about hypoc risy and 
double st andards, South African 
sportspeople must change the 
social structures within which 
t hey play sport. 

In t his connection, . South African 
sports officials have recently 
made conce rt ed effort s t o move 
towards non- racial sport. It is 
re fr eshing that rugby officials, 
once synonomous with the mono­
lithic powe r of the Broederbond 
and Establi shment, a re holding 
t a lks with the AN\.. 

The situa tion i's by no means 
sati sfac t ory, howeve r ~ If South 
Af ri can sport s men wi sh t o com ­
pet e against inte rnational 

The only consolation goal 
Rhodes came la-te in the sec, 
half when Gerhard August 
scored fro m a close ·range. 

In softball the Wits team defea; 
Rhodes by 11-9. 

The Rhodes Satisco second divis 
netball team tasted victory wJ 
they walloped Wits by 21 
The first team, howeve.r, 01 
16-16 with Wits. 

(and this- year's EP u-21B si 
grew st eadily · in consistency : 
confidence through the sea~ 
One of the club's deeper think 
about the game, he should, al 
with Bruce Mitchell, be . a str 
contender for capraincy in ye 
to come. Angelo Fot iados t 
longer to establish himself 
the side, yet showed a gt 
deal of flair and tenacity, 
should be a key player m 
future. 

At the club''s AGM, Paul Raynt 
and Ian Rogers were re- elec 
Chair and Secteary respectiv' 
while Leon Herbert was elec 
as Treasurer. Renowned for 
subt lety and diplomatic fine: 
Leon should have little prob 
in collecting club subscripti 
next year! 

opposition, they must have 
courage and vision to change 
past, along with its petty bigot 
and c rass insensitivity. 1 
must initiate a new struc1 
and spirit within South Af ri 
sporting c irc les that accomod; 
the t a lents and ambitions 
everyone. Unti l then, Sc 
African sport must cont i 
what is essenti ally self-imp• 
isolation. 

By Hugh Callaghan 
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