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and ultn-mod~rn haIrcut (cotnb, .... t.on short­
back-and-sides and drndJocks). Ills boon<! 
Living Colour with Carl Jaml"S on bus and 

J.T. Lewison drums ~ks a clobberi ng funk 
u hlllllp. ReId had played Moc:rs before , with 

old boss ShannonJacks.on. and knew {hI." 

batTleD of Md> pn'iudic(' hc:' d ha"", 10 1lH:'I."1. 
FmalJy ~ dttided JUSI (O sl"-mrolkr I .... m. 

Vernon aon pby il.ylh,,,, on tile guitar from 
Wts Montgomery good turt' 10 Hendrix u ... ,d, 
from MIke Hampton Funkaddk,sms [0 

Jordanian twO handed tappm,lj:. Santana's long 
sustains, SIeve Vai's bJirtkreis speed, even 

Metheny's country lilt . \t"s all gnst to 
Llvmg Colour's windmill. Su,dom .seems an 
Inevitability. If Brooklyn'! r«ord mogub C'Yl."t 

move llle'c fat usn. F()( Vern.>n, ablau WIth 
flIl"'OI, ilcomracrless. He could swill,!; a deal In 

Europe bl)c ""anrl [0 stand up on hiS OWn rurf 

aocl rail against the b landness of the American 
airwa~s. He says thaI AOR stands for 

"aparrh.cid oriC1lced radio". 

'·05hioori Kondo. mtan .... h,lt, rdcasc'$ 
rTIOf"e rttords chan h,s curr('nt b;ond IMA molly 
fTl("tlls. 11>tr('·s a thIrd one- on tltt .... y and uiJJ 
Kondo hasn·c sonc:douttht (onc~pt. II donn·t 

makt ${'n${'. Ifs pan Miles , pat! industrial. 

funk wall of sound. but rhythmically tOO 
sluggIsh to I-Uppoct Kondo's Ji/-lz trumpet. H,s 

t .... o gUItar play~rs ano bo<h Vtl')' curt and I"m 
sur(' fMy 9roUld likt to k Sonl"lY Sharrock or 

Blood Ulmer 01" P~t Cost'y 01" t\'t"tl Arto 
LIndsay bul they lack .... tn.,. h,nt or such 

inltnllty _nd try to com~nlalt wllh shcc:r 
yolume. I'd probably lind thern d,yerting at a 

pop tvtnl but, alongSIde the he:tyi" at M~rs, 

Ihty d,dn·, rruo.ke II . 

N« did suppos«l ly "K"rious" pl.onin John 

fischer u>d samphonc pllnn.c< M.:uk 
Whilec28t.1llty can kttp thmThlrd Srmom 
varIations on "Jingle Btlls". thanks. 

Tht Chris McGr('gOl"-orgamzed Soulh 
African E,.:ilt Thunderbolt W:lS also rather 

flaccid . I """5 rod)' to ravt but . apart (rom 
Lucky R.a.oku·s IQoJ.Sh Su\("'" aod Harry 

B«keu·s typical camully+!ons.der«llrumpec, 

norhlng rrally ht.Pf't1MI. Thtrt .... as much 
minisk.nN d;onc:i ng ..... h,ch gavt tht 

photographers hoI f1ouh". but the music 

bar('Jy gOt off cht ground. Johnny Drani 
played interm inable DoJlar Brand 
impersonallons al the p,ano and Dudu 

Pukwana 5C"C"fTI("({ fO bt in a C&{1IlonlC lrance. 

M~r fnq. arriYtd latt , ouf$layC"d Ihtir 
.... elcome by about an hour, and to.ll"W {he 

(rillvaJ schtdule K"riousJy OU t ofkilcrr. TIlt 
final OUIComt ... as Ihal an African Dance 

Night, schr'dulC"d to hegin ac rleven, finally 
kICked offal Ihrtt in rhe mormog. By which 

lime .... en eM bo.-sl- ... illtJ hoofrn, your 
corrc-spondrnt Included, wtrt bq'ond C"Vt'n 

K"m.-obtl'<"'iyt joogemems 
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