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Debate sets the joint alight 
.--. he resurrected Rhodes 

Debating Society held 

a particularly 

wel l-attended inaugural 

debate in th e Great Hall last 

month with a suitably 

ontroversial motion, wh ich 

argued for the decrim inal isation 

o marijuana, before the house. 

Speaking to the motion 

were the Vice-Chancellor, 

Vice-Princi pal and Registrar; 

they were opposed by three 

members of the Debati ng 
"ociety. 

Drs W oods , Smout and 

Fourie had done th eir 

homework well and 

researched many be neficia l 

properties of t he weed . The 

audience , one suspected, was 

mostly representat ive of the 

converted and showed its 

vociferous appreciatio n of the 

erudi te arguments p resented 

by the proposers . 

"A most unusual 

circumstance", said Debati ng 

Society Public Relations Officer, 

Stephen Grootes , "to w itness 

From left to right, Drs Steve Fo11 rie, MiclJael Smo 11 t m~d David Woods, who were awarded honornary membership of the 
Rhodes Debati l'lg Society, with Marika Muller, wl1o cha ired the debate. The Society i1r ter·rds presen ti11g re_qular deba tes 

dr.rrir·rg the course of 11 ext year. 

uc h depth of support fo r 

utterances from the Admin ." 

T he meet ing, well chaired 

by Marika Mu ll er, Secretary of 

the Society, th en heard 

argume nt against the motio n 

from Phi lip Sigsworth 

(C hairperson), Julius von dem 

Bussche- H addenhausen 

(Treasurer) and Stuart Theobald 

(U nivers ity League Liaison ) 

T heir argum ents were not 

more te lling, in th e opi nion of 

the judges (The Mayor of 

Grahamstown , the D ea n o f 

Arts and the Presi dent of t he 

SRC) , and the mot ion was 

declared carried . 

Academic Planning will indicate best resource utilisation 
R hode< i< li kely to be that Rh o des would parti c ipate aud ited results and resources can be accu rate ly 

one of two 'gu inea pigs ' in th e new init iat ives . ach ieve ments." a ll oca ted ." 

in the tes t ing of the The new proposa ls would In th e li gh t of th is , it was In thi s process , those 
new proposa ls for the cause a signi ficant change in o bviously imperative to full y departments whi ch are best 
tra nsform at io n of hi gher th e fu nd in g w h ich we mi g ht unders tand th e real costs of positioned to explore the 
education o f th e Nati o nal expect fro m Governm e nt, Dr run ni ng speci fi c departme nts be nefits of resource e nh ance-
Commi ss io n into H igher Smout sa id . "Th e Uni versi ty and courses, "and it is fo r thi s me nt w ill be identified, he said. 
Educa ti on . will have to prepare a reaso n that Rhodes has The process is bei ng d ri ve n 

Speaking to staff members t hree-year 'ro lling pla n' whi ch embarked upon its internal by th e Academi c Planni ng 
about th e proposals and th e woul d fo rm the bas is of an academic review." Ma nager, M rs Sandy 
plan ned academ ic rev iew agreement betwee n the "We need to draw up a Stephenson , to whom any 
process, Dr Michael Smout, U niversity and the Sta te. matrix wh ich wi ll accurately enqui ries should be directed at 
the Vice-P rinc ipa l said th at Fu nd ing w ill be agreed to on fo recast num bers of students ext 8059, or by e-ma il 
the Vice-Chancellor, D r the basis of thi s strategic p lan and the courses whi ch th ey addressed to 
David Woods, had agreed and made ava ilab le against wi ll study so that o ur ad ls@giraffe.ru .ac.za . 



Progran1ming for the 
Future 

The new flexible 

approa h to higher 

education proposed by 

the Niltional ommission on 

Higher Education ( ICHE) 

would make it possible for "a 
techn1kon to offer a medical 

degree Cl nd for J university to 

, offc:r a national diploma for 

executive se -retaries"- and i 

, a vitally impo rtant trigger for 

future fundrai i ng strategies ilt 

. terti;uy institutions. 

Speaking at the Un itech 

Congress for m<lrkering and 

communications 

practitioners from tertiary 

educational inst itutions he ld 

in Durban Ia t m o nth , 

N CHE o m m issioner Mr 

Brian Figaj i, hig hl ighted a 

prog ramme-based approach 

as being essential to the 

future ex iste nce of tert ia ry 

institut io ns in South Afnca . 

"D e m ocrat isation, 

develo pment, quali ty, 

academ i freedo m and 

institutio na l auto nomy a nd 

effecti veness and effic iency 

will be the g uiding princ1ple 

in as stem aimed at 

inc reasing partic ipat ion , 

respo nsive ne s, cooperation 

and pa rtnershi p amongst all 

concerned", h e said. H e 

added that the Commission 

had accepted a goal orien ted 

approach to fund ing 

w h ereby government 

con tributio ns to fundin g 

would be provided in the 

fou r dis tin t categories of 

block g ra nt funding , 

institutional redress 

earmarked fund , individual 

redress earm arked funds and 

o ther ea rm arked fu nds based 

on fixed a set acquis ition , 

initiative a nd incentive . 

'The implication or h ig her 

edu ation 111 t1tutions", said 

Mr Figaj1, "is that proposals for 

fundrai ing wi ll have to be 

focused o n the essential parr~ 

of the educati nand resear h 

Rl !PDO...; • ... 

activities, rather tha n fu nd ing 

w hat are perce ived to be nice 

to have or luxury items." 

Di tance educati n and 

r source-based learning should 

also be o n the agenda of 

hig her educatio n inst1tut10n , 

along with plans and 

pro grammes which take into 

account the NCHE suggestio n 

for mcreasing participatio n by 

etting the statuto1y minimum 

e ntrance qualification at a 

pas , in the propo eel Further 

Education Certifi are 

Included in Figaj i' address 

was an o utline for the 

establi shme nt of two 

sta tutory bod ies- a H igh er 

Educati o n Forum and a 

Higher Education Counci l, 

wi th th e first a ll owing 

re presentatio n of o rganised 

consti tuencies and the 

second becom in g a smaller 

expert bo d y, no t directly 

re prese ntative o f in titutional 

inte rests. In addition , the 

Comm iss1oner proposed the 

restructunng of senates , 

academic boards an d student 

representative cou n il s. 

"It is hoped that a si ng le 

co-ordi nated sys tem wi ll bring 

about greater cooperation and 

coordinatio n" said lr Figaji," 

with each institution adopting 

a programme approach as the 

basic building block ot the 

h1g he r educat1on system ." 

T h is year's Llnitech 

Congress focussed o n the 

meaning of tran I rmation in 

education and the effect these 

c hanges wil l have n the 

marketing of terria1y 

institutio ns. It was attended by 

marketing and commun1 ations 

staff from universities and 

technikons al l over the 

country and beyond our· 

borders, and by international 

funders such as the Fmd 

Foundation, which ha do nated 

R 300 000 ro Uni tech 

llllt c Gtf,so lt 

Up-to-date con1puter room 
for GADRA 

I 
n a ceremony held at the 

GADRA Commercial 

Centre on Thursday 17th 

October, Mrs The lma 

H enderson, C h airman of 

GADRA Education , opened a 

Com puter Room for th e 

studen ts of the Centre The 

establish ment of this 

Com puter Room was m ade 

possible by a generous 

do nation from the D G 

Murray Trust in Cape T ow n, 

which e nabled the 

Commercial Centre to 

purchase two 586 (pentium ) 

computers a nd fo ur printer . 

'The Centre now bo asts six 

compute rs and printers and is 

able to offer tudents a far 

more releva nt and work· 

orientated tra in ing", Mrs 

Henderson sa 1d . 

Students are no w able to 

learn word pro e mg , the 

techniques of graphics and 

how to work 111 a \XIi ndows 

Environment. 

Part of the donation 

rece ived was used to 

purchase e lectroniC 

typewriters on whi h typing 

is now taught 

That Agony Aunt - Arthritis 

According to the 

President of th e 

Association of 

Rheumato logy and founder of 

the South African 13rancll of 

th e Arthriti s Foundatio n , Lady 

L D e Villi e rs, Arthritis is the 

nati o n's number one crippling 

disea e and it is not being 

given the attention it deserves . 

While lecturing to 

Pharmacy students on th e 

campus Ia r month , Lady De 

Vill1e r pointed out the need 

for continu ing resea rch and 

education about the disea e 

,,·h ich aHects one in seven of 

the world 's population 

"Arth ritis needs to be 

ree< g nised for rhe painful 

chal le nge it is". said Lady De 

Vi ll 1er "Arthritis aftects many 

more pans o f the bo dy rhan rhe 

JOint it is traditionally seen to 

attack and pham1ac ists wdl be 

call ed upon more and more tO 

advise patients on rhe best ,,·ay 

of hand ling this condition . 

"With the sho rtage of 

rheumarologisrs in South 

.~frica . pharrnaci rs are 

beconi1 ng 1 ncreas ing ly 

important to rhe Arrhrit l<; 

Fo unda tion They need to p0 111t 

out the need for early 

accurate diagno i . con·ect 

medicatio n a nd strict 

exercise programmes", she 

sa id . 

Whilst the Princess Alice 

Orthopaedic Hospital . South 

Africa's first Arth riti Unit, 

has bu il t a world-wide 

reputa tion a a centre of 

excellence in the f1eld, we 

only have 15 Arthritis 

specialists- a mall number 

in relation to rhe estimated 

6 5 million ufferer 1n our 

counny . 

T here is a n o nooing need 

for the functio ns pe rt rmed 1 

by rh e Arthrit is Fo undation 

- to rai se fund . conduct 

resea rc h a nd educate the 

public . . l\rrhnt1s sufferers 

and the pro f S1onal ,,·ho 

help Arthrltl patients and 

their famd1 es . she believes 

\\lhilst resea rc h inro the 

fi e ld h as y ie lded e ffective 

m edicati o n andre roranon 

strategies for deal1ng w1th 

. . o~e type of arrhnr1 

pe~p l e need to under rand 

that pre<;erv<ttlon IS vital ly 

important ' . .,aid Lady De 

Vdl1 e rs. 



High standards and a 1humper crop'. 
hodes Music 

Department is riding 

high this year, with an 

mcrea ed student enrolment, 

and, excitingly, the recent 

~ualtfication of no less than 

1evcn music licentiates. 

The Department last saw 

tl> students reach this level in 

1993, when two qualified. 

''We have never had such a 

bumper crop", said a beaming 

Dr Tim Radloff", Acting HoD. 

'Two students have gained 

'double '; they are both 

cclltsts", he says a nd we are 

particularly proud of them. 

They are !tamar Cohen and 

Carol Schutz and each has 

teacher's and performer's 

licentiates." 

They have been joined in 

having successfully passed the 

Royal Schools of Music 

examinations by Floritea 

Roux, who was awarded her 

ltcentiate (performer's) as a 

ptanist. 

A furth er pianist, Sal ly 

Imrie, has been qualifi ed 
reacher's licentiate ) by the 

tnnity College of Music in 

London, as has Sandy Hubble 

(teacher's), who studies and 

plays the recorder. 

Both Dr Radloff and 

colleague Dr lshbel 

Sholto-Douglas pa id tribute 

to the dedication which has to 

be applied to the students' 

work in order to achieve these 

high , internationally 

accepted, qualifications. 

"There is a great deal of work 

which has to be put in , over 

and above the normal degree 

course curriculum and 

preparation for examination~". 

they say . 

!tamar and Carol. are 

3rd-year BMus studerrts, 
Floritea is in her 4th year of 

study towards the BMus 

degree and Sally and Sandy 

are both Masters students. 

The examinations for the 

licentiate had the students 
perform a 90 minute practical , 

o pen to the pub I ic, and they 

had to write two papers as 

wel l 

"Thei r s tandard is 

extremely high", says Radloff, 

"especially those w ho have 

achi eved their teacher' 

I icentiates' ' 
!tamar Cohen (left) a11d Carol Schutz, /Jart of a 'b umper crop', with two 

linteliates apiece. 

New student loan scheme announced 
Riod" <Od Th< completio n of the student 's block for middle- income all -ro und educatio nal 

tandard Bank of South studies. Interest would be fami lies, suggests a need fo r experie nce offere d at Rho des, 

frica have negotiated lower tha n prime rate", he the developme nt o f furthe r and that it w ill o pe n the doors 

a new loan scheme wh ic h will exp lai ne d . financ ial support systems," he of o pportun ity for ma ny 

have the effect of enab li ng Dr Fourie said tha t the said in a sta tem ent. stude nts worri ed about 

students who were previously scheme was launche d in the H e poi nted out that o nly affo rding their fees in 1997," 

regarded as too 'rich' to face o f ris ing costs o f tertiary students w ho are no t e li g ible Dr Fourie stated. 

quali fy fo r financial ass istance educat ion w hic h are making it for financ ial ai d through H e urged potential 

to afford tertiary education . increasi ngly difficult fo r Rhodes w ill qualify fo r th is students, as we ll as those 

Announc ing the scheme fami li es to finance the needs new loan scheme. The already studying at Rho de 

the Registrar, Dr Stephen of c hildre n who require Standard Bank will administe r who are interested in the 

Fourie, said that throug h the university qua lificatio ns the scheme and interested schem e, immediately to 

proposed scheme pare nts wi ll before embarking o n the ir people w ill have to q uali fy contact t he University's 

be required to pay 30% of th e c hosen careers . according to the terms agreed Financial Aid office o n ext 

student's fees. "The remaining 'The fac t that these upon by th e bank. 8 I 75/9 w ith their name, 

70% will be ava ilable as a loan difficulti es are no longer "W e be li eve that this new address and chosen fi eld o f 

through T he Standard Bank, confined to the very poo r, but loa n scheme wi ll enable more study . 

repayable after the are a lso a major stumbling students to be nefit from the 
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Welcome donation from 
local bank 

M 
r Des van den 

H eever, Manager of 

the Allied Bank in 

G rahamstown, paid a v isit to 

Rhodes University recen tly , 

during th e course of whic h he 

presented a do natio n , o n 

behalf of the bank. 

The donation has become 

a welcome annual event said 

the Vice-C hance llor, Dr 

David W oods, for it has no 

constrai nts attached to it. This 
will allow the Un iversity to 

apply it as it sees best, 

whether for bursary purposes, 

capital expend iture, research, 

teaching or any o ther need. 

Mr Des vm1 de11 Hewer, Mmlt1!}er of the Grahamstotvll brmJCh of tin Allied 
Btmk, with Dr Woods after preselltillg a cheque to Rhodes. 

Environmental Law and 
Policy 

five-day certificate 

course in Environmental 
Law and Po licy is to be 

offered in the Law Department 

from 25 - 29 November. 

The course will see lectures 

and seminars presented by 
members o f the D epartme nt's 

staff, as well as by o ut ide 

experts, o n current 
environmental policy issues. 

Designed to be of use to 

researchers, admin istrators, 

policy makers and students, it 

wil l a lso in troduce and 

examine current South Africa n 

Environme ntal Law. 

Person wishing to enrol 

(the clos ing da te is 8 
November) are advised that 

the course fee is R I 450,00, 

but concessionary fees can be 

arranged for Rhodes students 

and others, incl uding groups. 

Enro lment detai ls are 
available from Brian Peckham, 

at ext 8429 or 3 I 1720 or by 

e- mai I sent to 
bpeckham@croc.ru .ac .za . 

Readers with access to the 

Worl d Wide Web are invited 

to visit the Enviro nmental 

Law and Policy si te at 

http://www. ru .a c. za/ department 

s/ law/SAEnviro/saep. htm I 

hodos invites corresponde nce o n matters. of concern to 
he University commun ity which wi ll indica te the wide 

pectrum of view held and will promote fur the r 

di scussio n. 
A p eudo nym is acceptab le, but the writer must supp ly his 

or her fu ll name and resident ial address to the editor, wh o will 

respect confidentiality. 

hUH.! 1 ")l.." 

Catering: Outsourcing not 
a viable option 

S
ubsequent to a recent 

mass meeting of the 

student body, called by 

the SRC, at which the 

Director of Personnel, Mr 

Bruce Smith , reported on the 

ituation regarding the 

outsourcing of the catering 

services at the University, a 

committee appoi nted to 
consider propo als from 

companies specia lising in 
mdustrial cateri ng has 

recommended to Council 

that the status q11o be 
maintained and that catering 
should remai n 'i n-house'. The 

situation is like ly to be 
reviewed in a year's time. 

Mr Smith told the 
students tha t the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee 
had , in a meeting last year, 
recommended that an 
investigation take place into 

the viab ili ty of privatising 

the Unive rsity's Catering 

Services. Cou nci l 
subsequently accepted this 

recommendation . 
The inves ti gatio n took 

place on the pecific 

understanding t hat the 
tudents would get a better 

service for the same or less 

cost and that all affected staff 

would be take n over o n the 

same salary and benefits they 

currently enjoyed and that 

the U niversity in general 

would benefi t . 
Later meetings wi th all 

the Hall Senior Stude nts , and 

representatives from the 

SRC, the Hall Wardens and 

the Dean of Students 

Divis ion to d iscuss how the 

invest igat ion sh ould proceed 

preceded an invitation to 

three catering companie to 

attend a preli minary 

contracting out discussion 

meeting with a Sub­

Committee which had been 

established, compris ing 

Messrs Long and Sm ith , the 

H ead Studen ts of Drostdy 

and StMary Hall and an 

SR representative. The 

three students subsequently 

visited Port Elizabeth, Cape 

Town and Stel lenbo ch to 

o bserve the organ isations in 

operation at P E Technikon, 

U PE, UCT and Stel lenbosch, 

at the cost of the b idding 
ateri ng companies. 

Earlie r last month the 

newly elected SRC n1et with 

the Vice-Chancellor and 

Messrs Long and Smith to 
discuss and clarify the 

process to date. They 

recommended to Council 
that a new enla roed 

Committee involving al l 

stakeholders be established 
to continue the investigation 
and this was agreed to. The 

new o mmittee was chaired 
by the Vice- hancell or and 

had representa tion from the 

Administration , the SRC, 
Hal l wardens, NEH A WU 
and RUSA and a Sen ior 
Catering Repre entative. 

Professors Gavin Staude and 

John Grogan were also 

members, as were, as 
observers, the three previous 
Sub -Committee student 

members. 

This committee has now 
found that there will be 

signi ficant unfavourable 

financial implications should 
catering be outsourced . In 

further recommendations to 

Cou nc il it suggests that 

in -ho use costs should be 

careful ly mo nitored, 

however, and that the 

Catering Div ision should 

consider ways of improving 

its level of services to meet 

students' requests . 

Train ing program mes 

sho uld also be in tituted, it 
recommends, to elevate the 

leve l of ski lls and service in 

the Division. 



Rhodes takes gold - three years in a row 

R
hodes took go ld for th e 

third year in a row 

when C hemistry 

Honours stude nt Kerry H orn e 

won this year's meda l fo r the 

best postgraduate research 

presenta tio n amidst tough 

competiti o n fro m c hemi stry 

students from terti ary 

insti tuti ons all ove r the 

Eastern Cape. 

Ms Horne, prese nted with 

the gold medal by SA 

Druggists group company, 

Pharmacare, for her 

presentation based o n her 

honours research p roject 
ent itl ed Sy11thes is mid 
Chara cterisation of po tm tin I 
plntitltllll miti- tumour drugs a11d a 
~tudy of their cy totoxicity was 
fo llowed by PE T ec h ni ko n 

stude nt, Mr Kho lekil e Zono 

a nd fe ll ow Rh odian Kerry 

Mc Phai l who c lai med the 

si lver a nd bro nze medals fo r 

their researc h in th e fi e lds of 

industri al cata lys ts and marine 

natural pro ducts respecti vely . 

Dr Jo han O li vier, D rug 

D evelo pme nt Manager o f 

Druggists C ro up Research , 

comme nted o n the hi gh 

standards of c hemistry 

research takin g place at 

te rtiary instituti o ns in the 

Eas tern Cape a nd expressed 

hi s pl easure at th e viable 

industri al and practi ca l 
ap plicati o n of thi s researc h . 

These pos tgradu ate 

chemistry research sem inars 

are he ld a nnua ll y un der the 
auspices of th e South Afr ica n 

The medal wim1ers with the time judges from Druggists Group Research arc 
]rom left Dr Darryl Wh ittaker, Ms Keny McPhail, Mr Kholekile Z o llO, Dr 

l ohan Oliuier, Ms Kmy Harm a11d Dr Sc!Jalk de Ko ck. 

C he mi ca l Insti tu te in th e 

C hem is try De partm e nt a t 
Rh odes U nivers ity . Th is year 

six Eastern Cape te rt iary 

insti tuti o ns rook part, 

inc luding Fo rt H are, UNlTRA 

and Vi sta Un iversiti es, and 

o ver 100 sta ff and stude nts 

a tte nd ed . 

New building will be in harmony with its neighbours 
r he curre nt s ituat io n 

rega rd ing th e 

develo pme nt o f the 
University's Ede n G rove site 

was the subj ect of a recent 

meeting to whi ch a ll sta ff 
were invited but whi ch was 

only attended by about 30. 

The Vice-P rincipal, D r 

Michael Smout, saw th e lo w 

attendance as indicative o f a 

broad acce ptance a nd 

endorsement by staff o f the 

planned co ncept. H e 

addressed th e meeting , 

together with re p rese ntatives 

from th e Eas t Lo ndo n 

architectural firm whi ch has 

been reta ined o n th e project. 

Dr Smo ut sketch ed th e 

background to th e p ro posals , 

remindin g hi s audi e nce that 

Rhodes took transfe r of th e 

property in Jun e 1994 a nd, in 
September o f th at yea r, th at a 

fu nd-raisin g dri ve was 

launched. This has had 

measurabl e success , boosted 
recentl y by a do nati o n fro m 

the Rhodes Trust . H e 

ex plained that, in terms o f th e 

ag reeme nts o f th e tim e , 

develo pme nt has to have 
comme nced by mid - 1998 . 

Initi a ll y (aga inst a n 
"educated guess" o f a n R 18m 

budget), th e develo pme nt will 

see the construc tio n o f a new 

and spec ia li sed library 

compl ex. Thi s w ill house th e 

co ll ectio ns, o ffi ces and staff o f 

the N at io nal Englis h Litera ry 

M useum (NELM ) a nd the 

Cory Library fo r Histo rical 

Research . The nature o f the 

N ELM and Cory coll ectio ns 

are such as to require 

e nvi ro nm e ntall y contro lled 

premises a nd effective security 

measures, like fire pro tection 

and mea ns o f limiting access 

to au tho ri sed peo pl e . These 

measures are sorely needed to 

pro tect th e ma ny irreplaceabl e 

items held by the two services. 

During th is process, much 

needed space w ill be freed in 

the existing central library . 

In additi o n , prov isi o n will 
be made fo r th e demands o f 

the li brary o f the future within 

wh ich much use will be made 

of elec tro nic access to 
in fo rmati o n. "O ne compact 

di sc alo ne can ho ld the data 

conta ined in 200 average text 

books", Dr Smo ut reminded 

th ose who at te nded . Further 
library deve lo pme nt will be 

ca tered fo r by a second phase 

o f construc ti o n, o n th e upper 

po rt io n of th e Ede n Grove site . 

The new building, whic h 

by specifi ca tio n w ill no t 

dominate o th ers o n the 

campus in its he ight, will also 

accomm odate a sta te-of-the 

ar t lecture theatre whic h can 

doubl e as a co nfere nce hall , 

seatin g some 350 to 400 

peo pl e. A second lecture 

fac ility w ith capacity fo r 150 

people is pl ann ed as well , to 

which may be added sem inar 

rooms, if fin ance and space 

pe rmit, th emse lves 

subd ivisibl e fro m within a 

larger area . 

Recogni sing th e demands 

o f modern techno logy, a 

medi a centre is also o n th e 

dra wing boards. There will be 
a foyer a nd display area and a 

"Cybe r Cafe" is alm ost certa in 

to be inc luded. 
All owa nce will be made, it 

was explained at the meeti ng, 

fo r future exte nsio ns to th e 

buildin g to be constructed o n 

th e upper levels o f th e site , 

So il samplin g has al rea dy 

taken place and it is ho ped 

that final drawings and cost 

estima tes will be ready to be 

submitted to th e Uni versity 

Senate a nd C ou nc il in the 

near fu ture. 

In respo nse to questi o ns 

afte r hi s address, and with the 

aid o f a mo de l of th e shell of 

th e pro posed building , Dr 

Smo ut assured th ose prese nt 

that aestheti c co nsideratio ns 

will recei ve a hig h priori ty 

thro ughout the p rocess and 

that th e e nd resul t wou ld be in 

sympathy and harm o ny with 

its ne ighbouring struc tures o n 

the Crahamstow n campus. 
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Grahamstown pupils excel at National Science Expo 

0 nee again, pupils 
who attended the 

Schools Science 

Festival held on our campus 

ea rlier this year have excelled 

at national level, with those 

from three Crahamstown 

sc hools (St And rew al lege, 

Craeme Coll ege and 

Nombule lo Secondary 
School ) rece iving top awards 

at the National School 

Science Expo he ld in Pretoria 
recently . 

Of the ten Crahamstown­

district delegates who 
attended the Expo, seven won 

awards, a remarkable 

achievement considering the 
high standard set. 

Edo Lloyd and Michae l 

Echeverria of raeme College 
and St Andrews College 
respectively wrote a computer 

program to be used to control 
the moving parts of a tage . 

The programme impli fies the 

ta k of the stage manager, 
who often has to execute as 

many as six commands at 
once du ring certa in crucial 
moments of t heatre . Stage 

managers using th is 

programme w ill only have to 
push o ne button at a ny 

particular cue in order to set 
off a c ha in of commands. T he 

program also incorporates 

features such as a warning 

Siviwe Ngene, a St<.~ndard 
ten pupil from Nombul elo 

High School, received a Silver 

award for hi s project o n the 

Edo Lloyd (left) n11d Mic!Jtlfi Echeverrio, lt>IJo re eiucd ,, Gold t7 1P<1!'dfor tl1eir 
J1ro;ect nt t/Je Natlollnl Schools Scie11ce Expo. 

panel indicating potential 
problems li ke fire warnings 

and a breakdown early 

warning system on 
breakdowns. T he com puter is 

connected to an electronic 
system wh ich conveys the 
sig nals to the movi ng parts o n 

the stage. Mic hael and Edo 

rece ived a Cold award for 
the ir project. 

environmen ta l threa t to the 
conserva tion status of th e 

Eastern Cape rocky n11delin 
f,nillsii , a fish which is e ndemi 
to on ly a few rivers in the 

Eastern Cape and Trevor 

Surridge, a Standard six pupil 
at Craeme College, rece ived a 

Cold award fo r his proJect o n 
the growth ra te and 

germination of four diffe ren t 

strai ns of beans grov.rn in 

Graham town . His tudies 
showed that, whil e haricot 

beans had the fastest 

germ inat1on rare, sugar beans 
had the best yi e ld . 

rher rahamsrown pupils 

w ho exh ibited were Matthew 
G ilbert (now o f tirling High 

Schuo l), who completed a 

study of the basking hub its of 

th e ape terrapi n Pelo1i1ed11sn 
u{nu[n and yet another 

Craeme ollege pupil , 
Graham Hains ( tandard 7 ), 

who studied the effect of 

rocking density o n the 
growth rate of gu ppies in 
aquaria 

They were JOi ned by 
Catherine \XIynne-Jone , a 

Standard n111e pupi l at the 

Diocesan chool for 1rl , 
who te ted the effectiveness 

of natural products a 
in e ric ide . 

T he CrJhamstown 

S hoo ls' Science Convention 

ommittee is g rateful to the 
Educati o n Depa rtm ent of rhe 
Provi nc ial G overnment in 

l:lisho for 1 onsorin g the ten 
Eastern Cape fi na li sts who 
went to Pretoria . 

lre 11e de Moor 

Training is integral to contemporary journalism 

Six confere nces atte nded 
a nd three paper 

presented : thus reads 

Prof Cuy l:lerger's October 
diary 

The Head of the 

Department of Journa lism and 
Media Studies pre e nted 

papers o n communi ty media, 

online newspaperi ng , and 

news coverage of Southern 

Africa, a t a succession of 

conferences in Cape T own, 

Johannesburg a nd Malawi . 

He described the high lig h t 

as be ing at the founding 
conference of the South African 

Natio nal Editors Forum 

(SANEF), where he was elected 
as one o f two journalism 

representatives on the 

20-m ember council of the body. 
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"For the first time, South 

Africa has an editorial force 

that unites edi tors and senior 

journalists, a nd which brings 

them together across lines of 

colo ur an d medium as well", 

said l3erger "The fac t that 

tra in ing was recogn ised 

alongside press freedom and 

affi rmat ive action as being 

integral to the contemporary 

journal ism is also a major 

breakthrough " 

The SANEF conference 

was preceded by a gathering 

of editors of Commonwealth 
newspapers, at w hic h 

Independent Newspapers 

heavyweig ht Ivan Fall o n ­
who de livered a press freedo m 

lecture at Rho des earlie r t h is 

year- proclaimed from the 

platform his company's 

intentions to work closely 
w ith the Uni versity in 

m id-career training in 1997. 
The Commonwealth 

conference also put l:lerger in 

touch with key mining indu try 
personnel who expressed an 

interest in sponsoring a Cha1r 

of Financial Journal ism. 
l:lerger also attended the 

report- back conference of 

Thabo Mbeki's Commission into 

Government Commun ication. 

"This has recommended 

that, instead of going into the 

med ia business itself, 

government sho uld develop 

partnershi ps with the private 
and community media", he 

said. "Severa l people 

suggested that Rhode sh uld 

provide a post-oraduate 
diplo ma in government 

commun1cat10ns management. 

"There i muc h attention in 
neighbo uring countnes be ing 

pai d to the posi ti ve changes in 
South Africa' med ia 

landscape and there is great 

interest ' n study ing these at 

po tgraduate level at Rho des", 

said l:lerger "T here is a danger 

that an industry-re la ted 

department like ours could fal l 

off the map by be ing based in 

Graham town . The value of 

visits like mine is that they 

keep us current with th e many 

mutation of the mass media 
at thi point in h1story ." 



Dictionary makes home town debut 
allowing its launc h at 

ceremonies in Lo ndo n 

and Cape Town earlie r 

th,s year, the DictioNary of 
SoutiJ African English on Historical 
Pn11C1ples came home at further 

function held at the 1820 

Settlers Monument in 

Grahamstown at the e nd of 

Ia t month . 

The dictio nary started l ife 

m the Dictio nary Unit at 

Rhodes University 25 years 

ago and emphasises th e role 

of English as the /i;1gua frauca 
m South Africa. Its pub lishers 

believe that it "wi ll h elp 

English become a central and 

un1 fy ing med ium in the 

reborn natio n ." 

Managi ng Edito r Pe nny 

Silva describes th e di c ti o nary, 

the first of its ki nd to be 

published in South Africa, as a 

Boa rd members of the Dictio11ary Uuit f or South African Euglish photographed at the GralmmstoiVH lauuch of the 
Dictionary of South African English on Historical Principles are.from left, Dr Michael Smout 

(Chainnan), Prof Edith Raidt f rom Wits Uuiversity, Prof Malvem Vill i Wyk Smith, Mrs Pw11y Silva (Mmlllgiug 
Editor), Mr Achmat Davids (Cape Town), Prof Guy Butler and Mr Mm·k Franklin, from Johm111 esburg. 

"profound, funny" and o ften 

"horri fy ing reflection of South 

African Eng li sh ." 

Fro m cul tural refere nces 

suc h as "rooinek" and 
"rocksp ider" ''kuge l" and 

"bagel", to th e vocabulary o f 

the struggle -"amandla" and 

"toy i-toyi" to street sla ng suc h 

as "sko lly" and "skebenga", thi 

d ic tio nary, publi shed by the 

Oxfo rd U n iversity Press, 

o ffe rs 8 25 pages and 5 000 

entries whic h celebrate the 

cultural h o dge-podge which 

g ives South African Eng lish so 

many di stinc tive wo rds a nd 
expressio ns . 

Note of sadness at Matric prize-giving 
t the 1996 CADRA School Prizeg iv ing, Mrs 

Matric school pri ze Thelma H e nderson , 

giving he ld recently , Cha irman o f C ADRA, said 

no less tha n 55 stude nts a nd tha t e ffo rt, hard work, 

their fam ilies joi ned staff a nd ded icatio n and d isci pline were 

mv1ted guests to witness the all e lem e nts wh ic h produced 

Dux SciJolae award being won happ iness in the sch ool and in 

by Bruce Wessels and the our lives . She tha nked the 

proxi111e accessit by Jabu Cwaza. famili es for the ir suppo rt a nd 

A fu rther scholar, Theo Dude, sacrifices, the sta ff for the ir 

received a specia l award for excellence in matters 

exuberance . academic and th e ir genuine 

In her address to the guests concern for the stude nts a nd 

at the 3rd CAD RA J\ 1atr ic the Coordi nator, M rs Joy 

H ayes, "witho ut whose e ffo rt, school. Unless the requested 
dedicati o n, discipli ne a nd grant of at least R 100 000,00 
joyful personali ty the school per annum is received fro m 

could no t be the wonderful the D EC in Hi sho the school 
p lace th at it is." w ill have to close. "This would 

The o nl y note o f sadness, be a tragedy", sh e beli eves, "as 
M rs H e nderso n advised her the CADRA M atri c School is 

audience, is that the school a mode l fac ili ty. It has 

may no t func tio n in 1997. produced excelle nt resu lts and 
"CADRA Educati o n has has g iven ma ny wo nderful 

d ip ped into its capital young people a second 

inves tm ents to the tune of cha nce." She appealed for 
a lmost R 400 000,00 these las t do natio ns from the public a nd 

three years to subsidize the businesses. 
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INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
AFRICAN MUSIC 

A
pplications are invited 

from suitably qualified 
candidates, irrespective 

of race, gender o r c reed , for 

the fo ll owing post from as 

early a date as possible : 

Liberty Life 
Ethnomusicologist 

on tract post for three years 

in the first insta nce , at the 

level of Lecturer/Junior 

Lecturer) 

The successfu l candidate, 

whose primary respo nsibil ity 
will be to advance the 

con e rvation , teaching and 

promotion o f African music, 

wil l be required to assist the 
D irector with teachi ng, 

researc h and administrative 
duties. A training in 

ethno musicology and abi li ty 

to teach it at university level, 

p ractical research experie nce 
in Africa, an African la nguage 

(preferably southern African ), 

a nd the abi lity to teach 

performance o f African 

traditional musical styles 

would be ideal qualifications. 
Good i nterper o nal a nd 

public speaking ski ll s, a nd 

computer literacy are furthe r 

desired attribute . 

Applicatio n forms, salary 

particu lars and further 

tnformation may be obtai ned 
from Mrs. A. Orsmo nd in the 

Personnel D iv isio n, on ext 

8 1 15 or 8 1 17 ( E-ma il: 
adao@warthog .ru.ac.za), to 

who m completed applica tions 
sho uld be sent as soon a 

possib le . 

ISEA launches reprints senes 
e Institute for the Study 
f Eng li h in Africa at 

Rhodes University has 

recently launched a new 

publication series devoted to 

early South African writing in 
English . The aim is to make 
available to the public important 

but li ttle-known contributions to 

South African writing in a fom1 

readily accessible to the ordinary 

reader, students and those with a 

profe sional interest in studying 
the emergence of South African 

literature. 

Three titles are avai lable . 

The first is Diamo1td Fields by 

O live Schreiner, a 

sto ry-fragment discovered by 

the late Richard Rive in the 

Cradock Public Library. The 

no tebook-sized manuscri pt 

proved to be an early 

exploration of themes which 

Schreiner was to develop in 

both U11dim and The Story of m1 
African Fann , a nd provides 

important evidence concerning 

the artistic developme nt of this 

complex woman. 
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The Selected Shorter Writings 
of Sol Plaatje, edited and 

introduced by Tim Couzens 
and Brian W illa n, o ffers a 

fascina ting introduction to h is 
literary work . This selection 

indicates bo th the wide range 
of Plaatje's interests and the 

sturdy di g n ity o f his resistance 

to social and political 

o ppress io n. The conte nts 

include samples of hi's 

journalism, articles o n language 

policy and practice, Setswana 

proverbs, Shakespeare, 

thoughts on miscegenatio n and 

alcoho l abuse and several sho rt 

biographies. 

The third in the series is 

the Selected Short Stories of RRR 

D hlo mo , who was the firs t 

b lack South African to pub lish 

a novel in Eng li sh , A1·1 Africmt 
Tragedy , in 1928 . The conte nts 

include 20 sho rt stories 
o ri g inally publ ished in Bmthl 

World and The Sja mbok be tween 

1928 a nd 1938, together with 
an appe ndix of pieces treating 

particular issues of the time 

whic h were most probably 

HEARTSTART 
WORKSHOP 

StJohn Am bula nce is running 

a Hem·tstnrt Workshop: Stress 
Managemntt and CPR , at 12 

Mi lner Street o n T uesday 26 
N ovem ber, from 16:00 to 

19 :00. Cost: R 38,00. Please 

book in advance by pho ning 

2 5670. 

FOUND 
June McDougall 's son found a 
ring at the new Squash Courts 

a few weeks ago. Anyone 

wish ing to contact her and 
w ho is able to describe the 

ri ng shou ld do so a t the 
Examinatio ns O ffice, ext 8 185. 

FOR SALE 
Sevill e Orange o r Lemon 
marmalade for sa le . Will 

deliver on campus at R 7,50 
pe r jar. Contact Judith at ext. 

8383 or e- mail 
edjg@croc.ru .ac.za. 

BEST FRIENDS 
Lovi ng foster-pare nts reqLJJred 

for Sam & Suzy for +3 years . 
Twin sisters: bo rder collie X, 5 
years o ld . Compatibl e with 

other pets . Food a nd medica l 

expenses covered . Please 

pho ne Alison at 2 8857 a/h . 
e- ma il cook@rho bot.ru .ac .za 

TRAIN T IC KETS --
BOOK NOW 

Anyone inte nding to travel by 

tra in fro m Grahamstown 

during the next few weeks is 
advised to book their tickets 

as early as possible to avoid 

di sappointment during the 

annual e nd of year exodus. 

L 
written by RRR D hlo mo a nd 

published in The Sjambok fro m 

1930-3 1. H IE Dhlo mo , the 

poet, p laywright, journalist 

and poli tic ian, was the 

author's younger brother. 

These ed ited collections, 

each o f which contai ns a n 

in formative introductio n, first 

appeared as volumes of the 

journal Etglish i11 Africa, and 

have been re-desig ned and 

PRIVATE SALE 
Georgian sandstone double 
storey with yellow wood 

fl oors, four cllbedroom , two 

bathroo ms, country kitc hen, 
large lo unge/ dining room, 

study, TV room, laundty , 

ga rage, large tore/ 
a ir-conditio ned worksho p, 

outside to il e t, es tabli shed 

garden. Any reasonable offer . 
Pho ne: 2 44 7 1 (after hou rs) 

B+ B ACCOMMODATION 
Bartho lo mew Bed · Breakfast: 

Sen ible, Q uiet, Comfot·table! 

12 Bartho lom ew Street, 

Gra hamstown. T el : 2 3465; 
E-Mai l: ihc k@guppy .ru.ac.za 

TUTORING 
POSITIONS .. 

. . . a re available in the 

Department of Po litical 
Studies a nd In ternationa l 
Studies in 1997. Appli ants 

should have a t least a first 

deg ree wi th a major in 

Political Studies . Preferen c 
wi ll be given to applicants 
who are registered for a 
post-graduate degree in the 

Departme nt. Tutoring 

involves approximately six 

hours o f work per week 
during term time. Tutor. are 
paid between R 4 000 and 

R 5 000 for t he year. W ritten 

a pplicatio ns are invited from 

suitably qua li fi ed cand idates, 

addressed toMs K Bentley in 

the Po litics Department. 
Applicants shou ld be prepared 

to make themselves available 

fo r inte rview from 09:30 o n 

Tuesday, 5 November. 

re- published to ensure that 
the genesis of South African 

writing in Eng lish is readi ly 

available to contribute to the 

process of cultural reconstruction. 

T he books are available 

d irect from the !SEA: O live 
Schre iner Diamo~td Fields 
(R 20,00); Sol T Plaatje Selected 
Shorter Writi11gs (R 35,00), RRR 

Dhlo mo Selected Sho rt Stories 
(R 35,00) . 
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