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Comrades, for years we fought the apartheid government and its allies - our bosses. 
Our struggles brought us victories: • recognition of trade unions • no more apartheid

laws • the first democratic elections ever in this country.
Don't forget the past!

Apartheid might be dead, but its creators and what it left us are still alive:
NO JOBS 

VIOLENCE 

NO HOUSES

POOR WAGES

POOR
SERVICES

DISCRIMINA­
TION

"I was one of 35 000 metalworkers who lost their jobs in 1992." "I worked hard 
to put my child through matric. He has been looking for a job for 3 years now."

"Every night we wait for the gunshots. We can’t leave. We have run away once, 
where must we go now?"

"I have a decent home but I don’t feel secure. They say, after April, they will 
come and take it away from me.""My name has been on the waiting list for 20 
years - but where is my house?"

"I make kettles and microwaves but I can’t afford to buy them. Tell me, what 
does my supervisor do all day?"

"I make electricity cable, the pylons go right past our house, but where is my 
electricity?"

"They say there’s no discrimination anymore but why has he got the job I’ve 
been doing everytime that old man was off sick? Is it because he’s white and a 
man?"

Comrades, we need a strong new gov­
ernment to get rid of the problems 
apartheid has left us. If we don’t vote 
for a strong party, the same people that 
control us now - the big bosses like 
Anglo American, Barlow Rand - will 
still control us. Workers will still suffer.

NUMSA as part of COSATU has helped draw up the ANC’s Reconstruc­
tion and Development Programme. It is our plan. It is the ANC’s plan.

It is a plan to:
• create jobs • build houses • provide basic services • improve 

education and training • get rid of discrimination • get the economy 
growing • put an end to violence • bring democracy to all in society.
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Metalworkers! Engineer your future! VOTE ANC!



Comrades, these are the answers to the questions you have been asking in factory general meetings and Workers' Forums
1. W h ere  d o es N U M S A  stan d  
o n  th e  e lectio n s?

Every m em ber is free to jo in  any political party. NUM SA will encourage its members to vote ANC because it wants a 
strong governm ent to Fix up the country’s and w orkers’ problem s. N U M SA m em bers m ust not force anyone to vote for the 
AN C or any other party. NUM SA m em bers m ust be free to vote (or not vote) for w hoever they want.

2 . D oes th e  A N C  su p p ort  
rig h ts for w o rk e rs?

The A N C ’s plan says that the three basic rights - right to jo in  trade unions, to strike and picket, to have access to inform a­
tion from  com panies and governm ent - m ust be written into the new constitution. It also says that all workers should be 
entitled to a living wage; workers m ust be involved in restructuring at the workplace; collective bargaining should be 
encouraged; affirm ative action must end racial and gender discrim ination.

3 . W h at d o es th e  A N C  sa y  
a b o u t u n ila te ra l re stru c tu rin g  b y  
th e  b o ss  at th e  w o rk p la ce ?

A n em ployer cannot restructure without the agreem ent o f  the workers.Your boss must negotiate changes to how  you work 
in the factory. He must give your shop stewards tim e to report back and discuss the issues with you.

4 . W h at (Will h a p p e n  to m y  
p e n sio n /p ro v id e n t fu n d  u n d er an  
A N C  g o v ern m e n t?

All workers have a right to pension and provident funds. You and em ployers must control the funds jo in tly  - workers m ust 
decide where m oney is invested. Each industry m ust have a national provident fund to im prove the benefits to workers.

5 . W h at w ill th e  A N C  d o  a b o u t
lo w  w a g es?

The real problem  is that things that workers want to buy are too expensive. The ANC plans to make these things cheaper 
in two ways - make production more efficient by training and retraining workers. And if  m ore people are em ployed because 
o f  the ANC's other plans, more people will have m oney to buy these things and so m ake them  even cheaper. The ANC says 
that all workers should be entitled to  a living wage.

6 . W h at w ill b e  th e  role  o f  
tra d e  u n ion s u n d e r  a n  A N C  g o v ­
e rn m e n t?

N U M SA’s President answers “W e will be supportive and critical o f an AN C governm ent. But i f  it makes decisions that 
affect our vision as a working class we will fight against it.”

7. W h at h a p p e n s to  C O S A T U ’s 
a llia n c e  w ith  th e  A N C  a fter the  
electio n s?

N U M SA’s position on this is clear. Once the ANC is part o f  the new governm ent, the form al alliance m ust end. But as part 
o f  COSATU we will continue to take part in the different forums like NEF, NHF. N U M SA will push COSATU  to adopt this 
position. N U M SA believes that trade unions must be independent o f  political parties.

8 . W h at w ill th e  A N C  do a b o u t
jo b s ?

The ANC plans to start a national public works program m e to provide jobs through build ing houses, schools, roads. This 
will also m ake m ore jobs for those m aking windows, door handles, pipes, taps, etc.

9 . W h at w ill th e  A N C  d o ab o u t  
th e  p o o r  services in  b la c k  areas?

The A N C ’s public works program m es will em ploy and help train unem ployed people living in these areas to im prove/ 
provide services like electricity, water. This will also m ake more jobs for those m aking kettles, hotplates, basins etc.

10. W h at w ill th e  A N C  d o a b o u t  
th e  sh o rta g e  o f  h o u se s?

The A N C ’s plan is to build over 1 m illion houses over the next 5 years to solve the housing problem. I f  this is done, then 
those that don ’t have houses will not occupy or threaten to take the houses o f  those that have houses.

11. W h at w ill th e  A N C  d o  w ith  
h o ste ls?

Hostels will be upgraded according to the needs o f  those living there. They will be integrated into the townships.

10. H o w  w ill th e  A N C  en d th e  
v io len ce?

The new police force will be accountable to the people and will be draw n from  all com m unities. It will be effective. The 
Third Force will be stopped. The court system  m ust be fair and equal. N o-one must be above the law
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