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. • By l\11\XINE LAUTRE UP A STEEP: NARROW flight of stair : a crowded 
· room blue with .cigarette smoke, peeling walls, and · 
a coup~e of grimy windows catching the 'last light of a · 

. ' . t 
Sunday afternoon . . :. . . ·. · · 

-Thi is Dorkay House {bottom of Eloff Street) Jwme of 
th African Mu_ic and Drama !\ ociation~ incubator of orne 
o( the' coole t jazz in this hot continent. · · '• 

I was there on Sunday, at one . 
or the fortnightly jazz..l!esslons' tor dedicated Y.Oung · Dudu Pulcwana. 
aspiring musicians. Usually . a whose dazzl!nK solos on the alto 
serum of amateurs Improvising be- sax leave one quite wrung out. 
!ore their !.lrst a,udlence this has IPJay1ng the piano !or • anothe~ 
nevertheli!SS been the' . forcing group v;'IJ1en McGregor cami 
'louse of some outstanding Onion across him, .he'd always hankere~ - · 
Artists' ta!lenl.,> • whioh has • pro. after a sax. Chris bought hin'\ on/ 
duced sqows like ''Klng Kong:'' and he . took to it r:om the wor · 

I was aware of a strong atmos· go. 1 
phtire of excitement;·, of tapping He is intense ~ deeply serious t 
feet, swaying heads. From the about his mus1c and practices 
tar purlieus o! the room a newly- every avaJlable hour of every day. 
formed ·· combine was belting out a.S do all the other musicians. . 
fantastic· 'sounds; tlN terislon was The comic of the group is the 1 
electric - •' trumpet-player Dennis Mpall, AI· , 

t 
· . . . · wa.ys cracking a joke while being 

A ransket Scot . . . .. briefed, It seems. impossible tfat ; 
' " '· · he shoUld know '·wtlat Is going on. . 

The·! inspiration ·· behind thi~ Yet somehow, instinctively, when 
new group Is a remarkable 26-year- chJded Jor hls 'llghtheartednessi he 
old of Scottish descent,\ Chris Me. always ·· gets. It • right. He never 
Gregor. Born &nd bred In the worries about anything and stu:ugs 
Trans~el, be has liVed !Qr nothing oft difflculties wtth a laugh, saY· 
but music, since he · was able to lng; "No, no,' cuzzle, that's n()j; · 
read. He Is perhaps··hhe most my department!" · 
talented Jazz pianist !nl the coun- · • " 
try and does all t.he arian.ll'ements Comic noies - 1 

!or the group. ; 1• · { • , • ; 
The comb()"" cons1st4 of a . !lye- TaB . Christopher Columbus I' 

man !ront.-line. three saxophones winds himself up a.nd down; his 
tenor, !'~to and baritone-trumpet baritone sax almost &n extension 
&nd trombone. brilllam rhythm of hlmsel!. Impossibly deep, al­
sect!on and McGregor on the most comic notes emerge !rom It 
piano. at ~imes. . 

Most ot. their music Is strong!y The newcomer to the group• Is 
inf-luenced by contemporary bassist Martin - "what a find !" 
American · jazz (Charlie Mingus says McGregor. . · · . · 
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in particular I. What McGregor is The future 1s vague-they would J 
tzying to do 1s to make use of the like to tn their luck further afield. 
sounds pecul.!ar to urban African 'First on the list is a 'nve-week tour F======··========~-...... ---------. 
music, whilst . at the •same time of the . Rhodeslas, ln. a month's 
incorporating the latest tpnal time,~ and after t.h.at they hope to 
developments , taking place'\ In play · their way tllrough Africa ) 
America.. north in a mini-bus. It should be l 

McGregor feels there is quite a triP I · 
tlal In he five-note scale. 
father - completely unltr~>lnP.rl 

musically-tends to play in 
scale o! F sharp. This is the 
nearest- to playing orl the five 
b!Mk • notes only, the basis 
ot many folk-songs. He gets lt 
from the Scottish, but the Afri· 
can ·folk-tunes are also written 
Hke' this, many Of· them. Perhaps 
this Is_ the purest of all5Cales?" 

Dedicated"'- . . · ·:_ ' ·. 1 

r...,... • ..,.., ..,,..,; ,.,. ,..,.;.........,.,..,..,; •• ~~ · • .... . ~ .. . 
The ·members or ·the·'Oolnb<S are 

an indlvidiialls!S, but shl.re i. oom· 
mon dedication to mt!Sie: : •• · , 

When McGregor first gathered 
& group in Ca.pe Town in 1961,. 
he used the RlOO he h~ 1 won In 
the Johannesburg jazz !est.lval­
more monEl) than he'd · h&d in 
ages-to buy ·~~. trumpet for one 
or his players. He lives !or noth­
~- but hls music _(hls ;,tian~ 
gave him up bec&use "he never 
turned ~·p for our dates &nd when 
I asked 'Yhy, he'd been practising 
a.nd forg ten tlhe time.") 

He exists In a vague sollt of a 
way ou~ of a suitcase, possesses 
one s01 1t Ula somebody gave him, 
ond no Ues at 11. 
' He 1a" always been interested 
1q m u:.:c nd read !or a B. Mus. 
degree ~~ Cape Town University 
but qt' t n. couple or weeks before 

a:. blue . haze 


