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First of its Kind for Africa 

The book Biology and Ecology of Fishes in Southern Afri­
can Estuaries, written by Dr Alan Whitfield of the JLB 

Smith Institute oflchthyology, was recently launched at a cock­
tail party at the Institute. 

In his book- the first of its kind for Africa - Dr Whitfield, 
one of South Africa's foremost estuarine ichthyologists, has 
detailed our present state ofknowledge on the biology and ecol­
ogy of estuarine fishes. 

For Dr Whitfield, the publication of this book is a major 
milestone in his career. "I see this book as an attempt to syn­
thesize and interpret all current information on the fishes from 
southern African estuaries, thereby contributing to the conser­
vation and wise management of these valuable ecosystems. 
Previously the estuarine fish literature was only accessible by 
reading a wide variety of scientific papers, reports and theses. 
Although the book is aimed primarily at students, lecturers and 
specialists in ichthyology I have avoided scientific jargon wher­
ever possible, thus making the information accessible to any 
interested individual." 

According to Professor Paul Skelton, Director of the Insti­
tute: "Its publication is timeous as estuaries are undergoing 
unprecedented development and degradation from human ac­
tivities. It will take all the skills and knowledge available to 
society to conserve these precious environments." 
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Dr Alan Whitfield, Deputy Director of JLB Smith Institute of Ichthyology and author of 
the book Biology and Ecology of Fishes in Southern African Estuaries with his wife. 
Elspeth, at the launch of his book. 

Alty 
Award 
Jonathan Lancaster, Deputy 

Registrar, recently re­
ceived an Alty Award for suc­
cessfully passing the Quali­
fying Examination of the 
Public Accountants' and Au­
ditors' Board in March. Alty 
Awards are given to staff 
members who obtain higher 
degrees. 

Seen at the awards ceremony were 
Dr Steve Fourie, Registrar. Jonathan 
Lancaster. and the Vice-Chancellor. 
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Cory Training 

Tiisetso Pi/so, Documentalist from the 
Morija Museum and Archives in Lesotho. 

Sandy Rowoldt, Cory Li­
brarian at Rhodes, was 

approached earlier this year 
by Stephen Gill, Director of 
the Morija Museum and Ar­
chives in Lesotho, requesting 
training in the Cory Library 
for his Documentalist, Miss 
Tiisetso Pitso. 

Miss Pitso completed her 
BA in French and English at 
the National University in 
Lesotho in 1995. After work­
ing as a researcher in the 
Morija Museum for eight 
months she was appointed 
Documentalist in their Ar­
chives in October 1997. Dur­
ing her month in the Cory 
Library Miss Pitso has gained 
hands-on experience in the 
processing of private archives 
and manuscripts and has been 
working on Cory's extensive 
and valuable Amy Jacot­
Guillarmod Collection, 
which has a strong Lesotho 
content. She has been ana­
lysing the documents and has 
been learning basic conserva­
tion techniques under the 
watchful eye of Sandy 
Rowoldt and the Cory team. 

"I believe it is of great sig­
nificance that Mr Gill selected 
Cory for Tiisetso to continue 
her training. It represents an 
endorsement of the methods 
and policies in operation in the 
Cory Library and strengthens 
the existing links between 
Cory and the Morija Museum 
and Archives," Ms Rowoldt 
commented. 
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Top Scientist 
visits RU 
A recent vis itor to th e 

Chemistry Department 
was David A King, Professor 
of Phys ical Chemistry and 
Head of the Chemistry De­
partment at Cambridge Uni­
versity. 

Professor King was born 
in Durban and educated at St 
Johns College and Wits Uni­
versity where he obtained his 
PhD. After post-doctoral re­
search at Imperial College in 
London, he was appointed 
lecturer at the newly estab­
lished University of East An­
glia at Norwich. While at 
Norwich he obtained the DSc 
degree a nd was then ap­
pointed Brunauer Professor 
of Physical Chemistry at Liv­
erpool University. In 1988 he 
joined Cambridge University, 
where he was recently ap­
pointed Master of Downing 
College. In 1991 he received 
the highest accolade in sci-

Schools 
Research 
Preliminary research con­

ducted by Professors 
Vivian de Klerk and Barbara 
Bosch, which focuses on lo­
cal English-medium schools, 
indicates that there is a fairly 
steady drift of Xhosa and 
Afrikaans speakers into Eng­
lish schools. Interviews with 
the parents of these children 
reveal a strong desire to pro­
vide them with access to Eng­
lish since they see English as 
the language of the future, 
and the language " for suc­
cess". This trend has serious 
implications for the status and 
future viability oflocal indig­
enous languages. 

Professors de Klerk and 
Bosch of the Department of 
Linguistics and English Lan­
guage worked together on the 

Dr Ron Gosser of the Chemistry Department (lett) with Professor David King of 
Cambridge University, UK. 

ence - being elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society. 

As author of numerous 
publications and editor of a 
comprehens ive seri es of 
books on heterogeneous ca­
talysis he has established an 
international reputation for 
his research into surface 
chemistry, in particular the 
gas-solid interface. 

Following his appear­
ance as a 'Keynote Lecturer' 

Pmf Vivian de Klerk, Head of the 
Department of Linguistics and English 
Language. 

research of Th e Power of 
English in the Eastern Cape, 
a paper that Prof de Klerk 
presented at a conference in 
Washington State, USA. 

Prof de Klerk has re­
cently been elected chairman 
of the Provincial Language 
council of the Eastern Cape, 
with the task of ensuring that 
South Africa's new language 
policy is effectively imple­
mented in the Eastern Cape. 

at the recent South African 
Chemical Institute Conven· 
tion in Durban he made a lee· 
ture tour including UCT and 
WITS. While at Rhodes he 
presented a lecture entitled 
Heterogeneous Catalysis: 
from a Black Art to a Han! 
Science, and renewed contact 
with Professor Mike Brown 
and Dr Ron Cosser, both of 
whom know him from stu· 
dent days. 

GADRA 
AGM 

The Grahamstown 
Area Distress Relief 

Association (GADRA) 
Annual General Meeting 

will be held at the 
Grahamstown Public 

Library Hall on Tuesday 
18'h August 1998 

at 17:15. 
All welcome. 

Useless Information ... 
Did you know that the US 
interstate highway system 
requires that one mile in 
every five be straight? 
These straight sections 
function as airstrips in 
times of war and other 

emergencies. 



HMS Name Change 
Changing from Human Movement Studies to Human Ki­

netics and Ergonomics - why? 
Over the years, we at Rhodes University have aimed to 

offer something special in the exciting and challenging field of 
the analysis of human movement. 

Humans move at work, at play and on the sports field all 
their lives. Indeed, movement is an integral part of everyone's 
life. In an attempt to understand the complex eclectic nature of 
Homo sapiens it is necessary to draw on a wide array of cog­
nate disciplines such as anatomy, biomechanics, chemistry, 
physiology, psychology and computer science to name but a 
few. As kinesis is Greek for motion, the changed name of the 
department encapsulates the academic discipline which focuses 
on the scientific investigation of human movement. 

In order to understand how and why people respond to 
different circumstances one must establish a rigorous knowl­
edge base which can then be applied in various situations. 
Although there are many fields where this infonnation is ap­
plicable, the three broad areas covered in the undergraduate 
programme at Rhodes are Ergonomics and Sports Science, to­
gether with General Health and Rehabilitation. 

However, with a growing awareness of the demanding work­
ing conditions in South Africa there is a clear need for Ergonom­
ics, the analysis of the human in the working environment, and 
therefore the main emphasis (but not exclusively) of the post 
graduate programmes offered in the Department of Human Ki­
netics and Ergonomics at Rhodes is Ergonomics. 

Khula Project Launched 
Science teachers in 

Grahamstown will ben­
efit from an ambitious teacher 
enrichment programme 
which was recently launched 
at Rhodes. 

The Khula Project/Lu­
cent Scholars Programme, 
which ran for four weeks, is 
aimed at improving the stand­
ard of science education in 
the Eastern Cape through the 
professional development of 
current science teachers. 

Speaking at the opening 
of the project, Dr Woods said 
that a programme aimed at 
upgrading science education 
was exciting as this field was 
currently lacking in South 
Africa. Dr Woods said that 
the upgrading of the standard 
of maths and science educa­
tion was one the challenges 
facing this country. He added 
that in most South African 
universities, the science fac­
ulties were under-used , 
mainly because students were 
not adequately prepared for 

careers in science and tech­
nology. 

Rhodes, as well as other 
education institutions in the 
Eastern Cape, will play a 
leading role in the implemen­
tation of the Khula Project/ 
Lucent Scholars Programme. 

The project uses the tech­
nological muscle of Lucent 
Technologies and the aca­
demic expertise of Rhodes, 
UPE, Fort Hare and Rutgers 
University, USA. It is the 
product of a two-year work­
ing relationship between Lu­
cent Technologies of South 
Africa, the State ofNew Jer­
sey and Rutgers University's 
Camden campus. The idea to 
establish the project was ini­
tiated by the Rutgers Univer­
sity-Camden Office of the 
Associate Provost for Univer­
sity Outreach, through the 
Council for Southern Africa. 

In co-operation with the 
staff of Rhodes University, 
UPE and University of Fort 
Hare as well as the South Af-

SAAG Conference 
T he Southern African As­

sociation of Geomorph­
ologists (SAAG) held its bi­
ennial conference in 
Grahamstown at the end of 
June. The conference was or­
ganised by the SAAG coun­
ci l, with Prof Kate Rowntree 
and Evan Dollar of the Ge­
ography Department, as con­
vener and conference secre­
tary respectively. 

The conference opened 
with a session on Environ­
mental Change which looked 
at the geomorphological im­
pacts of climatic change, par­
ticularly over the last 50 000 
years or so. Keynote ad­
dresses were given by Prof 
Mike Meadows ofUCT (for­
merly Rhodes) and Prof 
GeoffPetts of the Department 
of Geography, Birmingham 
University, UK. 

The winners of the 
SAAG Certificates of Excel­
lence, an award given to the 
students who produce the 
best Honours dissertation on 
a geomorphological topic, 
presented their works at the 
conference. Catherine Gray 

rican Ministry of Education 
and about 20 high schools in 
the Eastern Cape, the Khula 
Project will augment the sci­
ence and mathematics skills 
of scores of selected teachers 
in the Eastern Cape during a 
three-year period. 

According to a newslet­
ter issued by Rutgers Uni­
versity and Lucent tech­
nologies, teachers will be 
able to share their newly­
acquired skills with their 
students through Lucent 
Labs which will be estab­
lished in participating 
schools. "The laboratories 
will affect thousands of 
school children in the East­
ern Cape Province by 
stimulating and sustaining 
their interest in science and 
maths throughout their aca­
demic years," the newslet­
ter stated. Participating uni-

of the University of Cape 
Town, the 1996 winner, pre­
sented a paper on Character­
ising th e Namaqualand 
mudbelt: chronolog ica l 
palynology and palaeoen­
vironments. Alex Shaw, also 
of the University of Cape 
Town and the winner for 
1997, presented a paper on 
Palaeoenvironments in the 
headward vicinity of Dias 
beach, Cape Point, South Af 
rica. Current or recent post­
graduate students presented 
ten of the thirty schedul ed 
papers. Prof Rowntree com­
mented that it was encourag­
ing to see so many active 
young researchers. 

The conference stressed 
the need for basic research 
into distributions of 
geomorphological phenom­
ena and process mechanisms. 
Furthermore, the results of 
this research must be made 
accessib le to environmental 
managers to guide environ­
mental conservation and re­
habilitation programmes. 

versities will also have their 
own Lucent Labs which 
will be used in the educa­
tion of the next generation 
of teachers. 

Dr JW Whitlow Jr, of 
Rutgers University said that 
he hoped that the "ground­
breaking" project would be 
the basis for more interac­
tion and communication 
between his institution and 
its South African counter­
parts. Dr Jaap Kuiper, Sen­
ior Lecturer in the Educa­
tion Department, said that 
the project would enhance 
co-operation between the 
involved parties . He said 
that the exchange of ideas 
and equipment was impor­
tant for the development of 
what he termed "a commu­
nity if science teachers in 
Grahamstown". 
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Cancer Research 
Dr Cheryl Sacht of the Department of Chemistry recently 

spent five weeks study-leave in Australia. She spent the 
first few days in Brisbane visiting colleagues at Griffith Uni­
versity and the University of Queensland, where she was in­
vited to present a research seminar. She then went to Sydney 
where she spent a month in the Chemistry Department at the 
University of Sydney working with Professor Trevor Hambley 
and his group. Funded by the Conunonwealth Science Coun­
cil and the Foundation for Research Development, the purpose 
of her stay was to gain practical experience in molecular biol­
ogy techniques and computer modelling. 

Molecular biology and computer modelling are tech­
niques that are being used increasi ngly in the field of 
bioinorganic chemistry - Dr Sacht's area of research. Her 
group's research focuses on the design and synthesis of new 
compounds for potential use as chemotherapeutic agents. 

"Our main focus to-date has been the preparation of plati­
num-containing compounds. This is not unique as one of the 
leading anticancer drugs used today contains platinum. This 
anticancer drug, known by its generic name cisplatin, does, 
however, have several drawbacks, such as severe toxic side­
effects, the fact that many tumour cells develop a resistance to 
the drug and in that it cannot be used to treat tumours that are 
responsible for the major share of cancer morta lity today, eg 
breast and colon cancers," said Dr Sacht. 

Numerous studies are being carried out by scientists world-

Long Service Award 
M r Harry Mcuba has 

completed 25 years of 
service to the Chemistry De­
partment. In commemorat­
ing this occasion, Professor 
Mike Brown spoke of Mr 
Mcuba's outstanding loyalty 
and reliability in his post of 
Technical Assistant in charge 
of the First-year Laboratory. 
Professor Brown recalled an 
incident, typical of Mr 

Mcuba's dedication, that oc­
curred before the additions to 
the Chemistry Building when 
a strong wind during the 
lunch-hour started to loosen 
roofing sheets and Mr 
Mcuba, on his own, did all 
that he could to stop further 
damage. The Vice-Chancel­
lor presented Mr Mcuba with 
a cheque and illuminated cer­
tificate . 

Pictured above are Harry Mcuba with Professor Mike Brown of the Chemistry 
Department, and the Vice-Chancellor. 
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wide to try to understand why and how cisplatin works in the 
body, whi le other researchers are designing and synthesising 
new platinum-containing chemotherapeutic drugs that wi ll 
hopefully overcome the above-mentioned drawbacks of 
cisplatin. The latter forms the main objective of Dr Sacht's 
research. 

"Apart from preparing new platinum-compounds we are 
also investigating how these compounds would behave in the 
biological cell. Since DNA is believed to be the major cellular 
target for anticancer drugs we need to investigate how these 
compounds will interact with DNA and the biological conse­
quences of these interactions. Molecular biology provides 
useful methodologies for studying these drug-DNA interac­
tions, while the computer modelling is used as a visualisation 
tool, to allow one to see how the drug may bind to DNA at the 
molecular levelm," she said. 

"The time spent at the University of Sydney provided me 
with the opportunity to learn these new techniques and at the 
same time carry out experiments on our own compounds. The 
results of these experiments were most infonnative and excit­
ing, as it was the first time we had studied the interaction be­
tween our compounds and DNA. These new techniques will 
be most useful to our work and I hope that it won 't be too long 
before we can get the equipment so that we can continue to do 
the experiments here," said Dr Sacht. 

Overall Dr Sacht felt that her short stay in Australia was 
extremely beneficial and worthwhile . " It also provided me 
with the opportunity to meet other researchers in my area, to 
discuss and exchange ideas and initiate collaborative research." 

Cultural Studies Conference 

L ouise Green, Research Fel­
low at the Institute for Study 

of English in Africa (!SEA) re­
cently attended the Crossroads in 
Cultural Studies second interna­
tional conference in Tampere, 
Finland . 

Ms Green presented a paper 
entitled Filming the Invincible 
Body. Looking at popular action 
heros Van Damme and 
Swartzenegger, she discussed the 
place of the body in late twenti­
eth century, seeing these swol­
len-muscled super-hero bodies as 
a symptom of the way in which 
the body is no longer able to find 
a place within the new techno­
logical universe. In an increas-

ingly global culture, which idol­
ises technology and efficiency 
and even violence, the individual 
body has been transcended. The 
films articulate the curious un­
easiness of bodies, whi ch are 
machine enough to survive in 
this environment yet, contradic· 
torily, still human enough to 
embody the viewers fantasies 
and desires. 

Sociologists, historians, an­
thropologists, political scientists, 
literary theorists, journalists, film 
and media studies specialists and 
educationalists from 38 countries 
gathered to discuss a wide range 
of topics all crucial to under· 
standing late twentieth century 
culture: the effects and uses of 
the internet, the effects of global 
politics and global culture on lo· 
cal experience, nationalisms and 
identity politics. 

"There were so many ses­
sions that it was almost impossi· 
ble to decide which ones to go 
to," Ms Green commented. "I 
loosely followed the series of 
sess ions on Constructing 
Indigeneity since this seemed to 
me a crucial question for South 
Africa to come to terms with." 



Digital Imaging Workshop 

A digital imaging workshop was recently hosted by the Elec­
.t-\tron-Microscopy Unit. 

Fifteen people, mainly from commerce, attended the work­
shop presented by Andy Yarwood, Applications Specialist at 
JEOL UK Ltd. JEOL are the suppliers and manufacturers of 
electron-microscopes of which the Rhodes Unit has 3. Ac­
cording to Robin Cross, Director of the Unit, "Last year's work­
shop was such a success that we had to run another one as a 
result of demand! " 

Volcanological Congress 
The International Volcano­

logical Congress was re­
cently he ld at UCT and was 
attended by four members of 
the Department of Geology: 
Dr Ian Skilling, Professor 
Goonie Marsh , Dr Jeff 
Wilson and Dr Alan Rice . 
This is the premier interna­
tional conference for volcan­
ologists . 

Dr Ian Skilling, whose 
main research interest is the 
volcanological aspects of 
magma-water interaction, 
chaired a sympo s ium on 
peperites (mixed magma-wet 
sediment rocks) and pre­
sented a paper on peperites in 
the Eastern Cape. He was 
elected as co-leader (with Dr 
James White of the Univer­
sity of Otago) for the next 
four years of the Commission 
on Volcanogenic Sediments 
ofthe International Associa­
tion of Volcanology and 
Chemistry of the Earths Inte-

rior (IAVCEI). He also co­
led a pre-conference field trip 
to the Lesotho border area 
with Professor Marsh. Dr 
Skilling will present some of 
his recent volcanological re­
search at a Royal Society of 
South Africa lecture (at 
Rhodes) on the 26th August, 
entitled Mixing with Volca­
noes. 

Professor Marsh, a mem­
ber of the organising commit­
tee, presented an opening ad­
dress on Karoo Volcanism 
and co·-led two field trips. Dr 
Wilson presented a joint pa­
per with Drs Ferre and Sheets 
of the Department of Geol­
ogy, on the emplacement and 
mineralisation of the 
Bushveld Granites . Dr Rice 
gave a talk entitled Explosive 
Volcanism : Can the Indus­
trial Experience with Explod­
ing Melts Lend Understand­
ing? 

Obie Oberholzer's display "Now and Then- pictures 
from the 70's and 90's" is open until the end of August. 

Rhodes Alumni Gallery, Albany Museum. 

Amsterdam Conference 

Marius Vermaak in Amsterdam where he 
attended the 4th International 
Conference on Argumentation in June. 

M ariusVermaak, Head of 
the Department of Phi­

losophy, attended the Fourth 
International Conference on 
Argumentation at the Univer­
sity of Amsterdam in June. 
250 papers were presented by 
various linguists, philoso­
phers, logicians and lawyers. 

Mr Vermaak presented a 
paper entitled On Conversa­
tional Constraint which con­
siders whether rational argu­
ment is possible under cir­
cumstances of deep disagree­
ment. Very relevant to a 
deeply divided society like 

South Africa. 
"The conference was in­

valuable to get an up-to-date 
view of the state of the disci­
pline and to establish con­
tacts," Mr Vermaak said. 
" Solid contacts were made 
with Canadians who are lead­
ers in th is particular field." 

Amsterdam has a long 
history of tolerance for ra­
tional and critical argument. 
In the 17'h Century Descartes, 
Spinoza and Locke published 
their works, which were un­
thinkable elsewhere. Good 
use was made of the city, key­
note speeches were given in 
the Old Lutheran Church, 
sess ions were held in the 
Oudemans-huis-poort , the 
oldest part of the uni versity. 
Receptions and cocktail par­
ties took place in the Amster­
dam Historical museum and 
the Doelenzaal (closely con­
nected with Rembrandt 's fa­
mous 'N ightwatch' paint­
ing). The conference will be 
held again in Amsterdam in 
2003. 

The Rhodes Philosophy 
Department has played a lead­
ing role in the development of 
the study of argumentation in 
South Africa. 

VC's D istinguished Teaching Award 
Shortlisted for the above award for 1998 are: 
Professor T Hecht of the Department of Ichthyology and 
Fisheries Science 

and 
Mr W Snowball of the School of Languages 
(both ofthe Grahamstown campus). 

In terms of the procedures governing this award, 
all interested parties are encouraged to attend the third 
term lectures of the abovenamed. It is suggested that 
you liaise directly with the candidates to ascertain lec­
turing timetables . 

Constructive input is then encouraged and any com­
ments may be lodged with Mr Patrick Phillips in the 
Personnel Division (email adpd@giraffe) by the end of 
the third term. 

The final selection for the recipient of the Award 
will be made early in the fourth term. 

RHODOS • 5 



At War with Words 
Stuart Theobald 

The III South African Na­
tional Debating Champi­

onships was recently held on 
the Rhodes campus, running 
concurrently with Schools 
Festival. With 28 teams com­
peting in both English First 
Language and English Sec­
ond Language sections, a to­
tal of 9 tertiary institutions 
from four countries, locked 
horns in a battle of critical 
thinking, charisma, humour 
and argument. 

The Ill edition has been 
the biggest yet and included, 
for the first time, institutions 
from beyond South Africa's 
borders. The Championships 
were sponsored by Deloitte & 
Touche whose generous con­
tribution allowed participa­
tion of far more teams. 

For the first time ever, a 
Rhodes team, consisting of 
Donna Kipps (who will be 
representing Rhodes at the 
World C hampions hips in 
Manila at the end of the year) 
and E us ibius McKaiser 
reached the finals of the 
Championships. They were 
joined by two teams from 
Stellenbosch University and 
one from the University of the 
Witwatersrand before an au­
dience of600 school children 
and National Championship 
participants in the Monument 
Theatre. The honours were 
taken by Conrad Kemp. 

In add ition, Stuart 
Theobald (tournament direc­
tor) and Angela Bull (presi­
dent - Stellenbosch Debating 
Society) held vibrant work-

AES Convention 
Dr Richard Foss, Senior 

Lecturer in the Compu­
ter Science Department, re­
cently attended the Audio En­
gineering Society (AES) Con­
vention held in Amsterdam. 

The AES Convention is 
a twice-yearly event that is 
held in a European capital in 
May, and in a North Ameri­
can city in September/Octo­
ber each year. It is a large 
event, usually attrac ting 
14000 visitors, and serves as 
a platform for the presenta-
6on of research and develop­
ment in the field of audio en­
gineering. 

Dr Foss presented a pa­
per entitled From Sequencer 
to IP - routing MIDI over 
Longer Distances which 
formed part of the Broadcast 
and Multimedia session. He 
said that, as with all AES con­
ventions, there was a huge 
exhibition area with about 
300 manufacturers displaying 
their wares. "Many of there-
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search personne l in these 
companies present papers, 
and it was really useful to see 
and hear their final products 
in the exhibition area," he 
said. 

Of particular interest was 
the Fraunhofer Institute from 
Germany who displayed their 
latest MPEG audio compres­
sion software. "Two of my 
students are currently using 
this software in web-based 
audio applications - one to 
send African Music from the 
ILAM arc hives to people 
around the world, the other to 
transmit readings of books to 
visually impaired people at 
remote sites," said Dr Foss. 

In general, multi-channel 
sound as well as the transmis­
sion of this sound over net­
works were the main focuses 
of the convention. A panel­
based workshop was held 
with some of the world 's 
most famous classical and 
popular studio engineers. 

The Rhodes team of Philip Sigsworth (Chairman). Donna Kipps and Stuart Theobald 

shops with school children in 
the techniques of critical 
thinking and "baloney detec­
tion". The response has been 
overwhelming and it seems 
that a number of school de­
baters are heading to Rhodes 
just so that they can join 
Rhodes Debating! 

The organisers would 

The AudioEngineering 
Society plays an important 
role in setting up international 
standards for the transmission 
of audio and audio control 
information. Protocols cre­
ated here have application in 
sound systems for airports, 
stadiums, exhibition areas, 
theme parks, etc. 

"Following the AES con­
vention and standards meet­
ings I paid a visit to the Am­
sterdam Library for the Blind. 
The South African equivalent 
to this library is housed in 
Grahamstown. All the blind 
libraries currently distribute 
books and study material in 
the form of audio cassette 
tapes, and all are faced with 
the imminent extinction of 
this medium. A consortium, 
known as DAISY, has created 
a computer program for the 
reading and storage of books 
onto CD-ROM. I was shown 
this process in Amsterdam, 
and on return created a CD­
ROM ' talking book' together 
with the staff at the South 

like to thank all of the staff of 
Rhodes University for their 
extensive he lp with the 
Championships. You can be 
sure that almost 100 partici­
pants have left Rhodes with 
a glowing impression of the 
campus and the people who 
make it work. 

African Blind Library. I have 
started a project to extend this 
talking book concept to the 
internet. I have a student who 
is creating talking books on 
a server which can be ' read' 
via any computer linked to 
the internet," said Dr Foss. 

The Music Department is 
currently installing a small 
studio and computer-based 
training laboratory. With their 
needs in mind, Dr Foss vis­
ited two training studios in 
Amsterdam and Vienna. Both 
were part of a large interna­
tional training consortium 
known as SAE. The head of 
this consortium suggested 
that Rhodes might work with 
them, create a South African 
training facility technology 
course-work. 

"This was a multi-fac­
eted trip, and although the 
main purpose was to share 
my current research, I re­
turned with a wealth of infor­
mation applicable to a 
number of on-going 
projects," said Dr Foss. 



FROM RUSA 
TONTESU 
Roger Southall, Chairperson, 
NTESU (Rhodes) Exec uti ve 
Committee . 

S orne few weeks ago the 
NTESU Exec sent out two 

fonns to all members of the Aca­
demic and "Non-Academi c" 
staff, whether or not they were 
members o f RUSA an d /or 
UDUSA. These were first, a 
membership form for the Na­
tional Tertiary Education Staff 
Union; and second, a Payroll De­
duction Authority. As there 
seems to be some remaining con­
fusion concerning what this is all 
about, it is probably worth go­
ing over some old ground. 

RUSA, during the latter 
years of its existence, became 
affiliated to the Union of Demo­
cratic University Staff Associa­
tions. However, for a number of 
reasons, UDUSA opted to trans­
fonn itself into the National Ter­
tiary Education Staff Union. 
Amongst other things , this 
would mean that - as a union -
this would enable academic and 
support staff to take full advan­
tage of the benefits and rights 
now extended by the Labour Re­
lations Act of 1995 and by the 
very changed labour relations 
environment. 

At its last meeting, RUSA 
decided to transform itself into 
a branch ofNTESU. In making 
this decision, the Executive was 
instructed to ensure that in man­
aging the transition, full care be 
made to protect RUSA's finan­
cial assets from being taken over 
by NTESU national. It must be 
said that NTESU national has 
never suggested that it wants to 
get its hands on our money! But 
we are in the process of estab­
lishing a Trust anyway! 

One advantage of the Act is 
that it requires employers to en­
ter negotiations concerning rec­
ognition. This was particularly 
appealing to RUSA, as about 
some two years previously the 
RUSA Exec had presented a 
draft recognition agreement to 
the University. This, inter alia, 
sought to formalise what rights 
of representation RUSA should 
have, and likewise sought to es­
tablish and formalise discipli-

Economic 
Equality? 
Should people be con­

cerned about economic 

equality or just sufficient eco­

nomic resources for their own 

needs? 

This was the question 

tackled by a senior lecturer at 
Rhodes University's Political 

Studies Department, Dr Tony 
Fluxman, during a British Po­

litical Studies Association con­

ference held at Keele Univer­

sity, Britain, earlier this year. 

In his paper, entitled A 
Critique of the Doctrine of 
Sufficiency, Dr Fluxman 
evaluated the doctrine of suf­

ficiency as proposed by phi­
losophers such as Harry 

Frankfurt and Alexander 
Rosenberg, who are against 

the egalitarianism of contem­
porary liberal philosophers 

such as Rawls, Nagel, and 

nary and retrenchment proce­
dures and so on. Unfortunately, 
the University had failed to come 
back to RUSA, and it seemed to 
RUSA that it was in the position 
of being consulted only when the 
University found it convenient to 
do so. However, by becoming a 
branch of NTESU, the former 
staff association now assumed a 
bundle of rights granted by the 
LRA. These included the right 
to insist that the University ne­
gotiate with it about a recogni­
tion agreement. 

NTESU is now in the proc­
ess of negotiation with the Uni­
versity 's Labour Relations Com­
mittee, and we hope that at the 
end of the day, increased rights 
of staff representation will have 
been recognised, and that the 
University will be required to 
consult and negotiate with staff 
over matters that concern them 
in a way that it has not had to do 
before. 

One comment I have had is 
that "NTESU is now trying to 
run the University". Far from 
it, and 'No thank you"! What 
sort of things are we talking 
about? Well, mostly they are 

Dr Tony Fluxman of the Political Studies 
Department 

Dworkin. According to the 
doctrine of sufficiency, what 

should matter to an individual 

is not how much he/she has 
relative to others, but whether 
he/she has enough for herself. 

A lthough reducing eco­

nomic inequa lity might be an 
important mechanism for 

raising everyone up to the 
level of sufficiency, it has no 

moral significance of its own 

rather mundane; in recent weeks 
we have made representations to 
the University about such mat­
ters as: maternity leave, the man­
ner in which contracts should be 
terminated, staff involvement in 
the academic and non-academic 
review procedures, the need for 
some peer review of promotion 
applications, and so on. We have 
also suggested to the University 
that there is a need for some 
regulari sa tion of contracts 
(which at present vary im­
mensely). And of course, we are 
presently particularly concerned 
to ensure that, if any retrench­
ments take place, that the Uni­
versity implements retrench­
ments fairly and according to the 
due processes laid out in the 
LRA. And yes, we do think it is 
appropriate that the University 
begin to spell out the principles 
upon which it determines how 
much retrenchment pay will be 
paid to the unfortunates who lose 
their jobs. 

All in all, there are immense 
advantages to our becoming a 
branch ofNTESU, and we be­
lieve that it will prove to the ad­
vantage of the University also. 

ri ght. 
Dr Fluxman rai sed cer­

tain problems with this view. 

F irstly, he argued that what 
we des ire is often a reflection 

of what others have. " We 

become aware of the possi­

biliti es through compari son 

w ith w ha t others have , and 

this affects our self-esteem as 

well as our leve l of satisfac­

tion. Secondly, the doctrine of 

s uffi c ien cy see m s to cut 

against intuitive ideas about 

justice . It tends to leg itimise 

the subsidi sation of people 

with ex pensive ta s tes by 
those who have moderate de­

sires. So it is correct to say 

that concerns about economic 

inequality have no moral im­
portance in their own right. 

Dr Fluxman al s o at­

tended interesting sessions 
which covered topics such as 

Liberalism and Civil Society; 
Uti li tarianism and Rights; 

and Marxism and the Envi­

ronment. 

In times when the University is 
facing much tighter financial cir­
cumstances, staff being asked to 
tighten belts and make more ef­
forts and sacrifices will feel hap­
pier if they feel they have ad­
equate rights of representation. 

However, the process of 
transition does require that even 
existing members ofRUSA fill 
in BOTH those fo rms. And the 
higher the membership we can 
obtain, the more rights we will 
be accorded under a recognition 
agreement, and the more ability 
we will have to protect staff in­
terests. So please, if you haven't 
yet fill ed in those form s, please 
obtain one from Amber Wicks 
in the NTESU office (phone 
8144; emai l rsaw@giraffe) or 
ask any member of the Execu­
tive. 

And just to remind you, the 
Executive for this year is: 

Mary Allen, Trevor Amos, 
G lyn Armstrong, Gary 
Baines, John Landman, Paul 
Maylam in Grahamstown, 

and: 
Ruan van der Walt, Sandy 
Sparrius, Sean Coughlan in 
East London. 
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Classifieds 
FURNISHED FLAT 
Single bedroom , full y fu rn ished, 
serviced basement fl at available at 
Waterloo Farm for visi ting lecturer or 
couple . Six monthly rene wabl e 
contract. R1200 per month. Phone: 
603-8593 

BED Br BREAKFAST 
EAGLES NEST. Two self-contained 
flats. Private entrance , TV From R65 
per person per night. Contact Sheryl ­
Anne Drennan 6038298/9 (w) or cel l 
082 6570359. 

JENNY'S BED Br BREAKFAST 
Superb accommodation in a tranquil 
suburb, four double rooms, separate 
bathrooms, own TV lounge (with M­
Net). Tea and coffee-making facili ties, 
separate entrance, all-street parking 
and lock-up garage available on 
request. Laundry facilities avai lable 
on request. Continenta l breakfast. 
Affordable daily rates of R130 single/ 
R250 double. Contact Jenny on (046) 
6361541 or 083 2703150. 

LONGLEAT BED Br BREAKFAST 
9 Mount Street. Comfortable, sunny, 
friendly. HOME MADE BREAD. Space 
for 9 guests at economical rates. R80 
single/R150 double. Contact 
Charlotte on (046) 6226163. 

. DIE I!EEL KAFEE RESTAURANT Br 
GUEST HOUSE 
For qual ity food & accommodation 
we're the only place to be. Open for 
dinner Monday to Saturday fro m 
19 00. Booking essential. Open for 
light lunches Monday to Friday 12:00 
to 14:00. Three stylish bedrooms all 
with telephone and TV, two with en­
suite (lnd one with private bathroom. 
Visit our web site at http // 
home.intekom.com/gee lkafee for 
more informat ion and an updated 
menu. Tel/fax (046) 6225907 cell 
082 5579719. 

BARTHOLOMEW BED Br 
BREAKFAST 
12 Bartholomew Street. Sensible, 
quiet, and elegant accommodation. 
R70 single/R130 double. Contact 
Cynthia (046) 6223465. 

PRICE'S ECONOBUILD 
Fo r al l you r bu ilding, painting, 
decorating and waterproofing services 
at the Right Price' Contact Ernie 
Pr ice. Tel 6222572 or email 
price@imaginet.co.za 

THE PROPERTY SHOP Estate Agents 
and Appraisers. Please contact us for 
a whole range of houses and farms 
for sale in the Grahamstown area. lim 
Willats (046) 6361174. 

M Leartt fg vatue Water 
~ Ukutu"da Ukuxabba Atttattz.l 

Invites YOU to a 
Water Celebration Day of ~n ead G~ 

l)gtc 10th August 1998 

Thttc-10;00 am 
J.D.Dhlepu Stadium -soccer and netball matches 

Timc-2;00pm 

Nombulelo High School -a variety concert 

Bands !! Choirs!! Stories !! Dancers!! 
Singers!! Speakers! Soccer Netball 

Advertising Rates 
Advertising rates for Rhodes are: 

SMALLS: 30c per word; DISPLAY ADS R3-50 per column centime\_re 

RHODOS is produced fortnightly by the Marketing & Communications Division 
of Rhodes University. 

Tfte views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Rhodos staff, or the University. The Editor welcomes all contributions but 

reserves the right to edit these. E-mail: adlh@warthog.ru.ac.za 
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Visitor to Economics 
The Deputy Governor of the South African 
Reserve Bank, Timothy Thahane, will visit 

Rhodes as a guest of the Department of 
Economics on Tuesday 4 th August. 

All interested persons are invited to 
attend his address on Monetary Policy 

and related issues. 
The presentation will cover the role 
of the Reserve Bank in the current 

environment of volatile capital flow and 
flexible exchange rates. 

This presentation will take place in the Coun­
cil Chamber at 18:30for 19:00. For seating 

purposes, please RSVP to Brenda Erasmus on 
ext 8301 or email ecosec@sable. 

DCS Oosthuizen Memorial Lecture 
Professor Denis Davis 

Professor of Law at the University of Cape Town 
(and presenter of the television programme Future Imperfect) 

will deliver the annual 
DCS Oosthulzen Memorial lecture 

on Thursday 13 August 1998 
at 19:30 in the 

Arts Major Lecture Theatre 

"The New Nationalism: Is there a 
future for South African universities?" 

All who are interested are invited to attend 
Tea will be served in the Senior Common Room after the lecture 

design 
and layout 

of documents 

newsletters 
brochures 

posters 
reports 
flyers 

F~~~·d·e~$· f .. : 
Day ---- : 
Ball \ 5 : 

Date: 12 September 
Time: 19:00 for 19:30 

Venue: Hugh Chapman 
Memorial Dining Hall 

Live Band! 
Spot prizes to be won! 

Tickets: RS0-00 per person, 
available from Shelly Samuel 

in the Marketing & 
Communications Division 

603 8520 or email 
ados@warthog.ru.ac.za 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
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