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Sponsored link for geographers 

The British Council 
recently approved a 

link be tween the 
Departments of Geography at 
Rhodes and the Uni vers ities 
of Fort H are and Wales, 
Swa nsea . 

The purpose of the link is 
to aid cooperation in research 
between the three institu ­
tions, espec ially in relation to 
rural deve lopment in the 
Eastern Cape. 

The link will be in place 
for three years, during which 
period the British Council 
will pay the return a ir fa res 
and limited subsistence costs 
to enab le six geographers 
from Rhodes and Fort Hare to 
visit Swansea, and for six 

Swansea geograph ers to visi t 
the Eastern Cape. 

Prof Colin Lewis, H ead of 
the Department of 
Geogra phy , was able to 
finalise detai Is o f th e 
excha nge with his coun terpart 
from Swansea, Prof David 
H erbert, during a vis it to 
Swansea last mo nth . A further 
arra ngeme nt being negotiated 
between th e two institutions 
may allow for undergraduate 
students from the Uni vers ity 
of Wales to study at Rhodes 
for one semester while read­
ing for a degree in 
Geograp hy and African stud­
ies to be awarded by the 
University of Wales . • 

Coli,t Lewis (right) photographed during his visit last mon th with, from 
left, Mr Ja ck Davies (link coordinator) mtd Prof David Herbert, Pro- Vice­

Chancellor at Swansea. 

Growth opportunities will favour technikons 

T
he downward slide in 
th e governm ent sub­
sidy formula for uni­

versities and technikons will 
be reversed by the middle of 
1996. This emerged durin g a 
speech, by the Minister of 
Education , Prof Sibusiso 

Bengu, to delegates who 
attended the first National 
Transformatio n Conference 
on Higher Education he ld in 
Cauteng late last month . 

While he welcomes this 
announcement, Rhodes' Vice­

Principal , Dr Michael Smout, 
warns that the universiti es 
may not expect to see too 

much of this , as the Minister 
made it clear that growth in 
the tertiary sector will take 
place in the T echnikons . 'The 

universities will have to mark 
time for the foreseeable 
future", he beli eves. Dr Smout 
was o ne of many represe nta­
tives from a broad cross -sec-

tion o f stakeho lde rs in the 
hi gher educati o n sector who 
attended. 

Prof Bengu said during his 
address th at , during 1995 , he 
had instructed his department 
to take radica l measures to 
remedy the hi sto ric down­
ward slide in subsidi es . His 
view, however, while no t 
wi shing to preempt th e rec ­
ommendatio ns of th e 
Natio nal Commiss io n o n 
Higher Education , is that 

.. (as a country ), we will be 
unable to sustain the kind of 

growth that we have seen in 
the university sector over the 
last few years. That growth is 

unsustainable from the po int 
of view of the growth in gross 
student numbers , the pro­
gramme areas, the efficiency 
of the system and accelerating 
costs. We require a solution 
to this dil emma", he declared, 
"of how to meet the cou ntry's 

req uirement for hi gh leve l 
and specialised human 
resources as well as that o f 
redress . T o fulfil these 
req uirements , the hi gher edu­
cation sector would, as a 
whole , have to be expanded 
significantly . But this ex pan­
sio n should ideally occur in 

the techniko n and a trans­
formed coll ege sector rath er 
than in the uni versity secto r." 

Dr Smout believes that a 
further message for the uni ­
versities , Rhodes included, 

was contai ned in the 
Minister's references to trans­

formation at educatio nal insti­
tutions . "Prof Bengu believes 
that hi s ca ll for th e transfor­
matio n of hi gher education 

has go ne largely unh eeded," 
he said . "H e believes that 
Broad Transfo rmation Forums 
(BTFs ) and o ther such vehi ­
cles fo r di scussi o n have 
ac hieved little . He all owed 

that he was under pressure to 
introduce legislation to g ive 
' tee th ' to BTFs . H e suggested 
clearly that he would be 
loathe to do thi s but expected 
the institutio ns themselves to 
accelerate progress in this 
area . 

Prof Bengu said that the 
transformation project was 
"appare ntly paralysed at sev­
eral of our institutions ." H e 
call ed for a National 
Framework for 

Transformation which will set 
and mon itor the pace. He 

feels that transformatio n has 
to o perate at both national 
leve l - primarily th e respon­

sibility of government- as 
well as at the level of individ­
ual institutions . 'The national 

agenda and project must give 
shape to and urgency to insti ­
tutio nal transformati o n", he 
said . "Each institutio n will 

continutd on page 5 
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Cracked skulls may 
follow 

The Editor, 

O nce again we see 
progress in the Estates 
Division . Not satisfied with 
laying a few kilometres of 

red-brick paths, it has entered 
the realms of traffic control. 

My friend and ex-col­
league , Bill Mills, installed 
speed humps which had the 
effect of removing the 
exhaust systems of on ly 
Jaguars and various other 
expensive cars . Now we have 
lumps of concrete in public 
roads capable of removing the 
complete undercarriages of 
many makes of car., both 
expensive and other. 

Luckily my Sani 4X4 nego­
tiates the new lumps of con­
crete without major damage . 
The o nly damage is that suf­
fe red by myself; the displace­
ment of certain internal 
organs which , luckily, settle 
back into place after a few 
hours . 

What about a few ditches 
which will crack a driver's 
sku ll when he takes them at 

speed? 
H ere's hoping for more 

progress! • 
Arthur La»ham 
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Thanks to all concerned 

The Edt tor, 

Administrative registration 
went off very well this year, 
and as a newcomer to the 

process I would like to put 
on record my thanks and 
pleasure at the way everyone 

contributed to this success . 
Maintenance put up a 

complex grid of high-te nsion 

wires , from which we hung a 
variety of notices. Telkom 
connected the Hall with the 
central computing facility 
and the Computing Serv ices 
D ivis ion coaxed the umbili­
cus into li fe and kept it 
go ing . Computer Science 
lent us two PCs at short 
notice. The janitoring and 
housekeeping staff handled 
most of t he logistics , and 
cleared up thorough ly after­
wards . Estates lent us a 
Polaroid camera . Mrs Nicki 
Anderson's private arm y 
insta ll ed a battery of Hall 
computers whi le no-one was 
looking . I had the pleasing 
sense of meeting goodwill 
and know-how wherever I 
turned. 

Over three days of regis­
tration the SRC, student 
assistants and adm inistrative 
staff were ob li ging and effi­
c ient, while di sp laying good 
humour and unflappable 
expertise . Snacks and refresh­
ments arrived in waves from 
the Catering Department. 

There was , regrettably and 
unavoidably, a bottleneck 
with registration of foreign 
students, but four offic ial s 
from Home Mfai rs , alo ng 
with Mr Peter Weldrick, did 
their utm ost to keep the 
wheels turning. 

In marked degree all par­

t icipants exhibited "grace 
under pressure" - a phrase 
of Hemingway's- during 

what was very much a team 
effort which showed a broad 

cross-section of the 
University in a coherent and 
pleasing li ght . • 

Sirion Robertson 
(This leHer has been shortened - Ed . ) 

Information was promised 
The Editor, 

About 18 months ago, the 
University staff were 
promised a more open and 
transparent Pensio n/ Provident 
fu nd system whe n we were 

persuaded in many cases to 
change to Rhodes based 

funds . 
Part of thi s was regular 

updates as to th e va lue of our 
funds , the return rea li sed by 
our fund managers and gener­

al information about our 
investments . No general or 

Another new element 

The Editor, 

You may be interested to 
know that, following the dis­
covery of the e lement 
Administratium (Ad) reported 
in your last edition , the scien­
tific world has bee n fasc inat­
ed by and aggressively 
engaged in further research . 
This has led to another dis ­
covery. 

Administratium itse lf was 
previously thought also to be 
present in its mutant form, 
Bureaucratised 
Admin istratium , but studies 
have shown that th is is in fact 
a separate e lement, which has 
been named Politium (PI ). 

Although it has been in 
front of, and often up , our 
noses for some time, it 
remained undi scovered by 
researchers because of its 
volatility during st imulus­
response type empirica l stud­
ies . This e lement ca n even 
extract oxygen from a vacuum 

if its nuc leus is bombarded 
with e nough Critium rays . 
This volati lity had led scien­

tists to assu me the now 
rejected taxat ion constant 
which had prevented an 

explanation for the ho le in 
the ozone layer. 

The confusion came about 

because Politium (in the same 
fashion as Admini stratium ) 
increases its atomic mass after 
every reorganisation of its 
electrons , but, in the case of 

individual information has 
been forthcoming in this 18 
months. Perhaps this is due to 
the fact that a much lower 
perce ntage of the co ntributed 

funds to the o ld scheme was 
handed over to the Rhodes 

funds than was suggested at 
the meetings before the 
change over. 

I'm sure that many other 

investors in the Rhodes funds 
would like some en li ghten­

ment. • 
Ralph Kirby 

A response from an Admin person to 
the article on Administratitlm pub­

lished in our la st issue. 

Politium it possesses a ran­
dom inertia which adds 
unpredictably to its already 
volat il e nature. 

Its relative atomic mass 
isgiven from the formula 
E=mc2 , producing proof that 
the Energy of an atom of 
Politium is equal to the level of 
Manipulati on of its electrons 
multipli ed by th e Corruptibilit) 

of the scientist making the 
observations, squa red . 

Empirical evidence has va li ­
dated the hypothesis and the 

publ ic is urged not to breathe 
too deeply because this has a 

contradictory effect on the 
oxygen intake to the lungs 
which may lead to di zzi ness, 

nausea and, ultimately, anore­

xia. • 
Prof Dr. Wolfgang Gleuckspiel 
l»stitute of Creatively Artificial 
Intelligence. 



Adult learning is fun 
by Mark de V os 

Adults in class at the Community Centre in Grahams torvn . 

This week is National 

Adult Education W eek 

and, thanks to th e 
Adult Literacy Unit (ALU ) at 

the Insti tute for the Study o f 
English in Afri ca, it provided 

much fun for C rahamstown . 
The ALU has banners pro­

moting co ntinuin g educatio n 

outside th e St . Peters building 
on campus as we ll as at the 
Community Learning Centre 
at the railway sta ti o n. 
"The fest iviti es are all in the 

spirit of life- lo ng learnin g", 

said Mr Kurt Hirsch beck , th e 
Sen ior Literacy O fficer at the 

ALU. 

The ALU also facilitated 
the Crahamstown section of 

the provincial essay-writing 

competition coordinated by 
the Institute for Strategic 
Human Resource Development. 

A furth er draw card during 

the week, a fund raising con­
cert at the Community 

Learning Centre, aims to raise 

mo ney to start a contingency 

fund . 

The local celebrati o ns are 
a part of nati o nal and provin ­
c ial promotio ns of th e event. 
"The idea was to encourage 

people to do something small 
and hopefully let it g row from 

there," said Ms D ebbie 

Marc hard o f the Eastern Cape 
Adult Educato rs and Trainers 

Association. 
A project o f the l nstitute 

for the Study of English in 
Afri ca , th e ALU engages in 

resea rch , deve lopment and 

th e delivery of ho listic Adult 
Bas ic Educatio n in partne rship 

with other projects such as 

th e Albany Literacy Fo rum . 
The ALU believes that 

adult have the right to engage 

pro-actively in the processes 

of their own learn ing and in 

th e creation of an increas ing­

ly literate society. • 

Library note .changer 

The Library has 

installed a note chang­

ing machine in the 

Photocopy Room of th e Main 

Library. The machine takes 

R 10,00, R 20 ,00 and R 50,00 

notes and exchanges these for 
R 2,00 and R 5,00 coins . 

These coins are intending 

for loading onto the 

Photocopy Cards in use in 

the Library and elsewhere on 

campus. Machines for regis­

te ring the sums deposited in 

co ins onto Photocopy Cards 

have been in o perati o n in the 

Library for some years . 

In past years the Main 

Library Circulation Desk 

exchanged notes for coins but 

Vandal sought 
by CPU 

D
uring the course of a 

protest march on 

Monday, 19 February, 

after which a petition was 

handed to the Administration , 

a radio aerial o n a staff mem­

bers' motor car was broke n 

off- a ll egedly by o ne of the 

marchers. 

An officer of th e Campus 

Protection Unit , seekin g to 

identify the suspec ted vanda l 

- th e incide nt was witnessed 

by ano ther staff member­

was told by a leade r of the 
march : "If you can find him , 

charge him !" 

If anyo ne h as information 
as to th e identity o f th e per­

so n concerned it will be 
gratefu ll y and co nfidentially 

rece ived by e ither th e 

Campus Protection Unit o r 
the investigating officer , Prof 

Peter Surtees 

A later exampl e of undi sc i­
plined behavi our o n Friday, 
23 Februa ry, saw a "rat", 

beli eved to be a Rhodes stu­

dent, disappear with the 
Parrot and two antique 

English pub signs from a po p­

ular hos telry just off the cam­
pus. Th e Parrot is a sculpture 

of some value which normally 

sits on the bar counter. 

The licensee wo ul d wel­

come the return of the items 
and has offered a reward for 

any info rmation which may 

achi eve this desired result . He 

will res pect confidentiality. • 

problems were experienced 

with the significant sums in 

co ins and notes which had to 

be kept at the desk for this 

operation and it has been sus­

pended in favour of the note 

chan g ing machine. 

There is no maximum sum 

in notes which may be 

exchanged on the machine at 

New senes of 
lectures 
begins 

K e ith Tankard, of the 

Department of History 

at the East London 

campus reminds staff and 

other interested people that 

the popular Academic Forum is 

getting under way again . It 

will be holding its first meet­

ing o n Friday, 23 March, at 

09:00 in 'Seminar 5' at the 

campus . 

Ke ith convenes the forum 

and will himself be the first 

speaker. His address is enti­

tled: Urban Segregation: William 
Mvalo's 'Celebrated Stick Case'. 

He says, referring to his 
chosen topi c, that it has long 

bee n held that legal segrega­
tion (as opposed to no n-legal 

rac ist prac tices ) began in th e 

20th Century , especially after 
the National Party won 

power in 1948 . In actua l fact , 

lega l segregation was alive 
and well in East Londo n 

towards the end of the 19th 
Century when our local 
munic ipality applied fo r and 

gained an Act of Parliament 

enabling it to pass regulations 

which segregated th e town 
alo ng a racial divide. 

The second talk of the new 

se ri es, Voices in the wind, A psy­
chologica l understanding of local 
knowledge and social 
transformation , will be delivered 

by An dy Gi lbert on Fri day, 

29 March . • 

any one time in contra~t to 

the manual exchange o pera­

tion where Library staff limit­

ed transactions to R 10,00 at 

a time in order to avoid run­

ning out of change regularly. • 

RHODOS +3 



Turn again, to the 
Monument 

Th ere are sweral Rhodes staff ·members involved in the Dick Whitti11g ton 
pantomime, amongs t them, from left (back row) Andre Burger, Ja net Hall, 

Patrick Phillips mid (front) Bronwy 11 Tweedie, Karm W en tworth and 
Appollis Slingers 

The C rahamstown 
players will be present­
ing thei r fun -fill ed 

pantomime, Dick Whi ttington, 
in th e M o nument Thea tre 
thi s mo nth . D irec ted by Ann 
C reen, the fac tuall y based 
fab le looks set to be a "ro l­
licking revue". 

Musica l director, C orinne 
Cooper, has c reated an exce l­
lent o rchestral backing, play­
ing and recordin g a wide 
range of instrum ents using 
sophistica ted multi-tracking 
techniques . The cho ice o f 
songs is desig ned to pl ease all 
ages , including e nergetic 
numbers such as Fame and 
YM CA , and classic favo urites 
like The Rose , Downtown, 
Congratu lations and Yellow 

Subma rine. Recent hi ts include 
We All Stmid Toge ther an d A 
Whole New World . The lyrics , 
espec ially writte n by Patrick 
Phillips, complete a sparkling 
score. 

The gala opening ni ght, at 
R 25 ,00 per head, o n Friday, 
22 March will be a colourful 
event, o rgani sed by the 
C rahamstown Round T able , 
with proceeds go ing to chari­
ty . A furth er five perfo r­
mances will fo ll ow o n 23 
(matinee & eve ning) and o n 
27, 28 and 29 M arch . 

Tickets are obtainable 
from Croco tt & Sherry at 
R 12 ,00. Scholars may attend 
at half-price o r at R 5,00 per 
head through school block­
bookin gs o f 20 o r more . • 

Photojournalists will 
clique at Rhodes 

Ethi cs and th e photojour­
nali st's ri ghts to copy­

ri ght will be some o f the 
sp ic iest ingredi ents in th e 

brew at the South Afri can 
Photojournalism C o nfe re nce 
at Rhodes later th is year. 

Pl'96 will run fro m June 30 

to July 3, and is believed by 
the o rga ni sers to be the firs t 
major pho tojou rn alis m con­
fere nce that this country has 
ever seen. W ith a ttenda nce 
by more than 86 speakers, 
de legates and stude nts already 
confirm ed, it is sure to at tract 
an intern ational and a loca l 
response to issues affecti ng 
photojourn ali sts in South 
Afri ca, says th e convenor, 
M o ntgomery C o oper. 

"It will be a conference o f 
visio n and ac t ion", he says, 
and, as C hairman of the 
Pho tojourn subcomm ittee fo r 
th e W orld Coun c il o f 
Pro fessio nal Pho tographers, 
he ho pes that "it will lead to 
the produc tio n of a code o f 
ethi cs ." 

The co nfere nce will bring 
several internati o nall y recog­
nised participants to 
Crahamstown , inc luding doc­
um entary pho tojourna li st, 
Jurge n Schadeberg, who will 
speak o n the fate o f docu­
mentary pho tojournali sm in 

South Africa; Mark Pe ters, a 
Newsweek photograph er and 
Ro land Stanbridge, o f 
Stockho lm University . 

Some of th ese photogra­
phers, inc luding Schadeberg 

attend the conference. 
Pictu re: Taryn Cass 

and Struan Robertson, will 
stay on in Crahamstown to 
docum ent a Day in the Life of the 
Festival whi ch will be exhibit­
ed, transmitted on-line and 
eve ntually publi shed 

''The conference will result 
in a mi xture of minds and ta l­
ents, where students can 
rece ive inform atio n fro m pro­
fessio nal pho tographers about 
th e ir wo rk, and profess io nal s 
can catch a glimpse o f the up 
and comin g talent in the 
country", believes C ooper, a 
lecturer in th e Department of 
journali sm and Medi a Studies. 

Enquiries should be 
addressed to the co nference 
li a iso n o fficer, Angie Lazaro 
o n ext 83 44, o r by e- mail to 
lazaro@thoth .ru .ac.za . • 

Port Alfred school on the 'Net' 

T here is a single com­

pute r in a small o ffi ce 
in th e N elso n Mandela 

township in Port Alfred 
which need no t ever feel 
lone ly . It enjoys a dial-up 
Internet link enabling its users 
to communicate with the 
wo rld . 
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This link was established 
through the combined initi a­
tive of th e Pres ident's Award 

Project Leader, Mr Ed Cuttin , 
a visiting teacher from 
America who spent a year in 
the township, and Ms Lindsay 
Sheard of Computer Services . 
It all ows scho lars invo lved in 

the President's Award scheme 

to develo p electroni c ma il 
projects which see th em 
building up friendships with 

people overseas . 
Last year a teacher fro m 

Malaysia who was running an 
Internet- based project o n 
Nadine C ordimer, came to 

South Africa to visit some of 
th e people he had corre­

spo nded with , including some 
o f those involved in the 
President's Award programme 

in Port Alfred. The new link 
has enabled ongoing commu­
nicati o n between Port Al fred 
and M alaysia ever since . • 



ISER researching . tn Presidential priority area 

T
he Institute of Social 
and Economic 
Research (ISER) is col­

laboratin g with vari ous 
Reconstruction and 
Development Programme 
(RDP) role players in Duncan 
Village in East London . The 
Institute is invo lved with 
three projects, says Leslie 
Bank, who is based at the East 
London campus . 

Duncan Vill age has bee n 
declared a Presidential priori­
ty area because of extreme 
poverty which is prevalent; 
because there is a lo ng back­
log of infrastructural and ser­
vice needs in th e area and 
because the people of Duncan 
Village have lo ng li ved under 
threat of removal to the for­
mer Ciskei. For many years 
nothing was do ne to develop 
or upgrade the area. 

The first project is con­
cerned with the develo pment 
and potential of micro busi­
nesses in Duncan Village. 
The ISER involvement has 
been with the first two phases 
and is being implemented by 
Phumeza Lujabe and Bongani 
Mlomo, junior researchers 
with the ISER. The first phase 
produced research through 

The ISER team currwtly working in the impoverished Duncan Village residn1tial area il"l East London . From left 
they are Phumeza Lujabe, Bongani Mlomo and Leslie Bank. 

questionnaires . The second is 
o ne of evaluation of the 
results and seeks to draw con ­
clusions which will be used to 
interpret policy issues . A 
Duncan Village representative 
has been seconded to th e 
ISER to assist in this process, 
which is being funded by 
USAID through an NCO 
called Corplan, the ISER's 
partner in the exercise . 

A second project, spon­
sored by the Department of 

Mineral and Energy Affairs , is 
itself part of nationwide study 
to de te rmine fuel usage in 
densely populated areas . The 
Department wishes to formu­
late policy in respect of non­
electrical fuels. Early research 
has already shown that, even 
in areas which were e lectri­
fied some time ago, electricity 
is often only used for li ghting 
and not for cooking or heat­
ing. It is difficult to justify the 
high infrastructural costs with 

such low usage, Bank and his 
coll eagues have found . 

A third, recently complet­
ed project forms part of the 
World Bank's qualitative 
assessment of poverty in 
South African urban and rural 
areas . The selection of 
research sites in the Eastern 
Cape was prioritised by the 
World Bank because of the 
ex treme poverty in the 
province. • 

Growth opportunities will favour technikons 
contintud from pagt f 

give colour and texture to its 
own transformation process , 
but it must be monitored and 
progress evaluated ." 

Prof Bengu had said earlier 
that if the present system of 
higher education was to con­
tinue along its present trajec­
tory it would result in col­
lapse of several institutions 
and loss of thousands of 
places in our higher education 
system. Outstanding student 
debt, massive backlogs in cap­
ital works programmes and 
collapsing libraries and library 
collections were amongst 
identified danger signals, he 

said . Arresting the trend of 
decreasing subsidies would 
address these, in part, he said . 

While he described the 
increases to individual univer­
sities and technikons as ' nom ­
inal ', the Minister said that 
they amounted to more than 
a 20% increase on previous 
values and are calculated at 
approximately R 800 million . 

Further measures take n by 
his department last year, in 
addition to the reversal of the 
' subsidy slide' would improve 
the situation, he told dele ­
gates . In order to allow tec­
nikons and universities to 
begin the process of rolling 

back serious backlogs in 
buildings, an amount of 
R 150 million has been allo­
cated. "Nowhere near 
enough", Prof Bengu agrees, 
"but it represents a significant 
improvement on the 
R 80 million earmarked for 
the current financial year." 
Furthermore, referring to the 
previously approved estab­
lishment of a National 
Student Financial Aid scheme, 
the Minister said that 
R 300 million has been set 
aside in the 1996/97 budget 
to get the scheme off the 
ground. 

Prof Bengu expects to 

receive the discussion docu­
ment from the NCHE in the 
middle of April This will 
begin a process of distribution 
and discussions, including 
public hearings , prior to the 
final submission of draft 
White papers and legislation 
to the Cabinet at the end of 
N ovember. The timetable 
allows for workshops and 
conferences and for the work 
of sub-committees on the 
NCHE report . • 
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New career resource launched 

T he Internet now offers 
practical assistance to 
South Afri can students 

and graduates tackling th e 
tough job market. 

The South African Career 
Launchpad (SACL) is a brand 
new o n-line career resource 
ava il able on the World Wide 
Web. It is aimed at South 
Afri can students , graduates 
and working people who 
would like input into their 
career development. The site 
includes information on top­
ics such as making the most 

of your university career, 
developing transferable ski ll s, 
writ ing effective CV's , han­
dling interviews, managing 
career change and many 
more . 

The Launchpad, which is a 
first in South Africa, is main­
tained by the Univers ity of 
Cape Town Careers Office 
and Unilever SA (Pty ) Ltd . 

Effective career manage­
ment is important (particular­
ly in th e current tough job 
market). The Launchpad team 
aims to provide you with the 

relevant information you need 
to actively manage and devel­
op your career- fro m you r 
first year of study , all the way 
through to the job search 
stage . 

The site also provides use­
fu l links to other helpful 
caree r-re lated sites both loca l­
ly and overseas. 

You can visit the 
Launchpad at the followin g 
address: 
http ://www.uct.ac.za/org/sacl 

• 

Visitors leave welcome invitation after 
three month visit 

During the course of a three 
month visit to Grahamstown which 
ended last week, these British visitors 
spwt some time on b11r campus and 
were able to use our Library as well 
as visiting various ins titutions, such 
as the National English Literary 
Museum . From left they are Mr 
Michael and Mrs Ann Piper and 
Mr John and Mrs Finu la Pepper 
(extreme righ t). With them in the 
photograph is Miss Shelly-Mae 
Sa muel of Rhodes Campus Events, 
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who accompanied them on a tour of 
our cam pus . 

Mr Pepper is a fonuer Warden 
of London House, one of several resi­
dences for Commo11wealth students 
in Lo11don administered by the 
Londo11 Goodenough Trust. 

He reminded Rhodes staff mem­
bers during his visit that, shotdd 
they wish to use the Lo11do11 
Goodenough Tmst's residential 
facilities when i~t London, they 
would be welcomed There are single 

and double rooms as well as family 
natlets, at Fellowship House, and 
the price is less tha11 £20,00 per 
head per day. His 11ame may be 
quoted, Mr Pepper adds! 

Attyol1e wishi11g to explore this 
further should co11 tact the Registrar 
of Fellowship House direct at 
Fellowship House, Lo11do~t Hou se, 
Mecklmburgh Square; WC1N 
2AB, Lo11don . He may be telephoned 
at 0171 837 8888. • 

PhD Pin-ups 
and Studly 
Scientists 

D 
o you have a sense of 
humour, a PHD in 
Sc ience and "looks to 

die for?" If so, then you quali­
fy as a sc ienti fic studmuffin 
and could end up in the 
Studmuffins of Science calen­
dar for 1997. 

Due to the success of this 
year's ca lendar, the people 
who compi le the Studmuffin 
ca lendar are looking fo r nom­
inees for next year's publica­
tion . In return for a yea r in 
the spotli ght, a Studmuffi n is 
simply required to subm it to a 
professional photographic 
session and a short interview 
about science and life, which 
wi ll be used alongs ide the 
pictures in the calendar. 

The organisers wish to 
warn any would be nominees 
that they can expect to be 
dogged by ma ny members of 
the press , from the Wall Street 
Journal to Entertainmel'lt Tonight . 
If you can handle this, then 
please forward your, or your 
nominee's biographica l details 
and any other in formation 
about what what you do in 
sc ience and in life to : khop­
kin@npr.org or 
scistud@aol.com . 

It shou ld be remembered 
that this is a perfectly serious 
request - from the Profnet 
service- for nominat ions 
and aims to do something 
pos itive for the im age of sci ­
entists in the minds of the 
public . • 

Don'i miss . .. 
This weekend's rugby at 
Rhodes on Saturday and 

Sunday.See back page for 
further deta ils: 



Leaders meet 
Rhodes University's two SRC Presidents met recmtly at the Eas t London 

ca mpus, and were able to discuss several matters of common in teres t. Further 
meetings are planned and an early visit by the Eas t London SRC to 

Grahamstown is on the ca rds. 
Grahamstown SRC member l uliti S von dem Bussche (centre) also made the 
trip and was photographed here with SRC Presidmts Rob Steed (East 

Londa~t ) mtd Vasco lama Ndebele (G raha mstown ) on the right. 

New books in RU library 

Amongst several new · 

recently by the 
till" coceivod ~ 

Rhod" librnry '" th'<e con­
cerning Africa, media and 

public percepti o n. 

Here is an example of Ke n 
Saro-Wiwa's "Ro tten English": 

My master was laughing small 
small, with his fat body shaking 
Thw he told Okonkwo to not to 

worry. Because Inspector too can 
share any bribe money which 
sarzwt and constable bring 
In spector Okonkwo tell my mas ter 
make 'e lef am for God. Because him 
know how much sarzen t dey get and 
how much 'e dey show to In spector. 
Then he began to cry again. (p .2 .) 

The titles are: 

I.Sozaboy: a novel in rotten 
English I Ken Saro-W iwa 

828 .9939 14 SAR 

2.Ubuntu: the spirit of African 
transformation managemen t I 
Lovemore Mbig i 658.0096 
MBI 
3.Service, please, South Africa I 
Norman Blem 658.8 12 BLE 

4.To my children 's children I 
Sindiwe Magona 

30 I .4 120968 MAC 

5 .Media spectacles I edited by 

Marjorie Garber, Jann 
Matlock & L. Walkowitz 

071.3 MED 

6.Packaging politics: political com­
munications in Britain's media 
democracy I Bob Franklin 

301. 16 10942 FRA 

?.Manufacturing babies and public 
consent: debating the new reproduc­
tive technologies I Jose va n Dyck 

30 1.243 VAN 

8.Technobabble I Jo hn A. Barry 

(th e pervas ive and indi scrimi ­

nate use of computer term i­

no logy) 004.014 BAR • 

Mervis papers donated 
to Cory 
by Sandy Rowoldt: Cory Librari an 

T hey ca ll ed him the 

"Rara av is among edi­

tors", the "colossus of 

Ma in Street", "the ci rcus ring­

master of journalism", the 

Stmday Times' Barnum and 

Bai ley - and newspaper mid ­

wife. His name was Joel 

Mervis . 

H e was bo rn in Kroonstad 

o n 30 September 1908, the 
son of a Lithuanian immi­

gra nt. H e was schooled in 

Bloemfonte in . H e studi ed for 

a BA at the University of 

Cape T own and graduated 

LLB from the Uni versity of 
the Witwatersrand . 

PRACTISED LAW 

Joel Mervis prac ti sed law 

at the Johannesburg Bar from 
193 1-1 935 . The Fourth Estate 
ca ll ed him away, however, 

and he began hi s newspaper 
career as a freelancer fo r the 

Sunday Express . H e joined the 

staff after three months and 

later became chi ef sub-editor 
o n the sho rt-lived Daily 
Express . M ervi s moved to the 

Rmtd Daily Mail in 1939 and 
worked there as sub-editor, 

fore ign news edito r, associate 
and finally deputy editor until 

1956 when he took over as 

editor of the Sunday Express . 

THE PASSING SHOW 

He moved to the editor's 

cha ir of South African 

Associated Newspapers' 

se ni o r Su nday paper the 

Stmday Times in January 1959 

and it was in this capac ity 

that he became best known . 

Many, however, will perhaps 

remember him be tter as the 

columnist who penned The 
Passing Show for many years, 
continuing to do so after his 

retirement. 

In 1983 Rhodes University 

awarded him an honorary 

doctorate. 

Joe l Mervis died in 

Jo hann esburg o n 16 March 

1995 at the age of 86, leaving 

hi s second wife Osna, hi s 

daughter Ann and hi s son 

Jo nathan, who , in accordance 

with hi s wishes, has arranged 
fo r h is large collection of 

papers to be depos ited in the 

Cory Library 

T he papers , in 43 large 

cartons, refl ect the working 

li fe of Joel Mervis as hi s pri­
vate papers are sti ll in the 

hands o f hi s children. 

ORIGINAL TEXTS 

Amo ngst them are bio­
graphical materi al, the texts 

of The Passing Show and severa l 
of his books , book reviews , 

speeches , proceedin gs of 
comm issio ns of inqui ry into 

th e press, a large number of 

cassettes of taped interviews, 

scrapbooks , appointment 

books , original cartoons, pho­
tographs, bound volum es of 

the Sunday Express and docu­

mentation relating to South 

Afri ca n Associated 

Newspapers . Mervis' academ­

ic robes and other rega li a are 

also included. 

Work on processing thi s 

important col lec tio n is due to 

start during 1 996 and the 

Cory Library hopes to have 

the co ll ection ready for 

researchers at the earli est pos­

si ble date . • 

This article has been edited. 
Please contact Ms S Rowoldt for 
the full text and referwces . 

Editor. 
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SMALLS 
ACCOMMODATION 

OFFERED: 

Pos t-grad student/young 

lecturer wanted to share fully 

furnished two-bedroomed flat 

fro m 1 April. Cood secu ri ty, 
centra ll y situated . Covered 

parking may be arra nged. T el: 

3 1 8429 (w) or 3 1 1383 (h) 

after 7 pm . 

MOVINC IN HICH 

PLACES? 
Do you need to rin g vu l­

tures o n the c li ffs o f Molteno , 

o r to take sa mples in a steep 

and difficult-to -acc_ess place? 

O r need some pruning do ne 
to very tall trees? Mountain 

c limber ava il able for any diffi­

cult access situatio n . Contact 
Steve Holness at T e l: 2 8007, 

by intern al mail to th e 
Geography Department or e­

mai l 693h7238@giraffe.ru.ac.za 

PANTOMIME 
The Crahamstown Players 

present Dick Whittington . A 
fun-filled musica l show. 

Director: Ann Creen; Musical 

Director: Corinne Cooper. 
Round Table Cala Opening 

Friday 22 March - proceeds 
to chari ty . Further perfor­

mances: Saturday 23 March 

( 14:30 and 19:00) and 

Wednesday 27th , Thursday 

28th and Friday 29th at 19:00. 

Ticket sales open on 1 March at 

Crocott and Sherry: R 12,00 

for adults; R 6,00 (scholars). 

Schools may make block­

bookings of 20 seats or more 

at R 5 ,00 per seat . 

NEED A HOUSE SITTER? 

Reliable Science postgrad 

avai lab le fro m Jul y to 

December. Res po nsible and 

very good with plants and 

animals. Contact Steve 

H o lness: 2 8007 after hours; 

by inte rnal mail to th e 

Geography Department or e-mail 
69 3 h 72 3 8@giraffe . ru .ac.za 

SPORTS RESULTS • 17 F EBRUARY TO 25 f EBRUARY 

Saturday 17 February 

Rowing: 

Portnet Buffalo Regatta 

(Rhodes positions in brackets ) 

Snr A Coxed 4 (3rd) 

SnrBSculls (1st- Van Schalkwyk) 

Snr A Pair (2nd) 

Women's B 4 : (1st) 

Snr B 4 (2nd) 
W omen's C 4: (1st) 

Snr C 4: ( 1st) 

Women's A Sculls:( 4th - Simpson) 

Snr B 8 (3rd) 

Snr A 8: (3rd ) 

Tennis : 
RU Men vs UPE 9-9 

Cricket: 
RUt vs United 
(Limited overs) 

Rh odes: 357 for 7 ( D a r r e n 

Maddy 224; Creg King 48 ) 
United : 74 all out 

(Dillon Rogers 6/21 , Stuart 
McConnachie 2/4 Peter Fil­
mer 2/21 ) 

Rhodes won by 283 runs 

Sunday 1 8 February 

Cricket: 
RU vs United 

(Premier League) 

United 88 all out (Stuart 

McConnachie 3/ 24; Bernie 
Pswarayi 4/6 ) 

Rh odes 90 fo r 1 (Quentin 

Still 58; Creg Kin g 29 not 

out) 
Rh odes won by 9 wickets 

YOGA 

CRAHAMSTOWN 

SCHOOL OF YOGA 

Classes o n Mondays, 

W ednesdays and Thursdays 

at 17h30 at th e Albany 

Museum . Further enquiries : 

Kathy at 2 3900 o r Jane at 
2 7842 . • 

Rowing: 

Andrew C rant, Richard 

Steele-Cray and Simon White 

have been inc luded in th e 

H eavyweight Natio nal 

Training Squad. 

Saturday 24 February 

Tennis : 

RU Me n vs Uitenhage 

Rained out 

Sunday 25 February 

Cricket: 

RU 1 vs Buffaloes 

Rh odes 143 all out (Darren 
Maddy 35 : Duncar Carlisle 

33 not out ) 
Buffaloes 104 all out (Mark 

Rayne r 5/32; Darren Maddy 
2/ 15; Stuart McConnachie 

2/7 ) 
Rhodes won by 38 runs 

Weekend Rugby 

The Rhodes Rugby Club 

starts o ff its season this week­
end with th e now traditio nal 

opener against Universal s o n 

the Creat Field o n Saturday, 9 

March . The first match , 
which sees Rh odes' under-2 1 B 

si de against Universals' 3rd 
XV, starts at 13:30. It will be 

followed by Rho des' under-

21 A players who will come 

up against the visitors' 2nd 

XVat14 : 15 

The main match is at 16:00 

and will pit the two clubs' 1st 

XV against each o th er. 

Admission is R 2,00 for adults 

and R 1 ,00 for scho lars. 

The next day sees the 

annual touch ru gby day , o n 

the Barratt Fi e lds . Several 

entri es have been received, 

but the o rga ni sers can handle 

a few more teams. 
Pho ne Andy Milne o r fan 

Casey at 2 7590 for further 

details. • 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Display ads: R 2,50 per 

column centimetre; double for 
fron t and back pages . 

Class ifieds : I 0 cents per 
word unless a bona fide staff 
member is adverti sing in hi s 
or her personal capacity, in 
which case no charge is 
levied. Advertis ing is run 
strictly on a cash basis. 

Copy, which is only 
accepted in writing and 
preferably on diskette, should 
be forwa rded with payment to 
the Marketing and 
Communications Di vis ion. 

Contributions Welcdmed 

RIIODOS invites co ntributions 

from staff members and other 

readers. 
Articles should be forwarded 

to the Editor, at the Marketing 

and Communicatio ns Divis ion. 
Art icles are preferred on 

di skette in any of several com­
mon fo rmats, including ASCI I 
and Word Perfect. Text may also 

be e- mailed to rhodos@.ru .ac.za. 

Photographs and line art are 
also welcome, either as stand-alone 

items or illustrative of articles. 
Please note, howeve r, that we 
prefer black and white pho­

tographs as the qua lity of repro­

duction is better than from 
colour ori ginals . 

Editor : · 
Chris Walwyn 

Tel: (0461 ) 31 8457 
Reporters : 

Julie Gi bson, 
Myra Phenya 

Tel: ( 0461 ) 31 8509 
Design & Production 

Nimitta Ma si lela 
Te l: (0461) 3 1 8510 

e-mail: rhodos @ru .ac .za 
Fax : (04 61) 31 1902 

RHODOS is produced 
fortnightly by th e 

Marketing and 
Co mmunicati o ns Division 

of RHODES UNIVERSITY, 

Graham ~ town . 
The views expressed are 
no t neces sa rily those of 

th e Editor , RHODOS staff , 
o r the University . The 

Editor welcome s all contri ­
buti o ns but reserves the 

right to edit these. 
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