
My Dear Family, 6t h July 1997. 
Can I say , like Nary, how time flies , here we are in July already , and soon soon , it 
will be the end of t . e year , and another one gone . One more sco· e t o notc.1 up . 
'l'h re was no lette r l ast week , ao there ar e t ';.ro weeks to r .p;>rt on , but· thf~ first was 

.... · - -ily t aken [> with getting read for the second . Cathy and Adrian f inal ly 
ecide o t he house , and now j us t wait f or ~ompletioJ. d3te . e w 1t sho pi g f or 

food to t ake on holiday td t h us , some of which go t used up ,- but not all. tie tried 
to sor t u t w'hat to t ake , and that i s alway a big problem. Stan nd'-' up· taking 4 
jackets . I-L s snart one , his fishlng one , hi.s light rleight go anywh~re one , and his 
r incoa t . · I t oo:<: ~\vO - y 1armish on , an a r aincoa t . 
'fue holid y was reall y ver y ood in lots of ways , except f or the weather . I do : ope 
t hat t!.ary and J hn have br ought some tvarmer clotting with them, f or their lf7elcome to 
;. r ita in this t j ne . · s De8 :1 cold and wet . We had one really ..,h · y day, and that was 
all , and w~at happened on Friday - ~..he day before e came ho:ne . Despit._ t is we 
went waLJ. Ixnmed our raingear, and set out , and let come what 1nay. If we ad 
no t clone tllL·_, , lv w-ould !lave been cooped up for most of the w~e , or been riding 
ar ound in the car , going t o loo at this and that t hat y , or may not, ave been 
i tere ting . The vi e :vs -·hen out walr-dng were lovely . 'lou have , in Cornwall , to b_ 
able to s top a t fax: it g tes, c,nd look out over them , the hedges are that h i g' that you 
just cannot see over them when sitting in a car , and so car riding gets you there , 
but one t h -re , you really do eed to take t o shanks' pony. 
J ea i n t h r eantime went to Cambridge and had the l ast of her weekends for the 
course . TI1e pressure i s off now f or t he summer holidays , and t hen she will continue 
for a :further year . She as enjoyed mos t of t te cour se , but like t he curates ego, 
it w·as 6 od i n parts . Some of the bits were not up her s treet, ut s e has , on the 
whole benefited from t he course, an is gaining in confidence, and in outloo.r.. · e 
shall see w!1-re t his leads er in t he end .. I do • o. ~ w"lat it pr oves a bridge to 
som soct f real involv .ru1t t hat will use her talents . Somehow I am not a great 
one for belie ing that t he church can, or does , employ any but it ' s mini s t ry to t he 
h~st advant g_ , and I have ofte 1 felt tha t more could be made of the l ay folk with 
huge t a lent in our churches . ·t aybe vle are coming to that , rit 1 t he shortage of 
candidates for the minis t r y . Thi s is an acute problem in ritain over t he 
denominn ·ions , and .aot only .ere . 
A! riait ' s par t s seem to hav enjoyad thernsel ves . Irene was r eluctant to go home 
wh .n t t e l a "'t o - t he 10liday wa ... in s i ght . Let ' s hope that t hey set off on their 
01-m, n w t hat they have sa11 le a bit of travel &tal. , a."'ld fin real pleasure i n it . 
We got ht1me last evening , aft er what seemed to be a l ong long ride . Golly , 1 do not 
lm1\v w at i s going t o happ_n ev-:ntually to t "1e roads of Britain. l'n., t us tds · f 
ca:l:"s streaming along t he motorways in bo 1 directions were really an astonishin. 
sigllt . It looks as thoug 1 the big l or ries have decided that the Saturdays are days 
f or t he holi day . ke!"s to use t he rootorways , so one did not f eel t hat they 1-1ere 
hogging t he shm; - as a ma tter of fact t-Te saw few of them, but the cars , little and 
l arge a; d t m·Jing car a ans • t r ised vans , really ne almost got to the point of 
saying h are t hey going to f i t t he n 11 in . The r _ are endless holi ay pl aces , 
campin l ds , an· set ups lik~ th~ one we were i n , i. e . a large estat e wit a big 
house , an s t B.' les e t c lr d been bought and a compl ex of entertainments built , with 
suimrn.i.ng pool , and tennis courts , a ca · et r oo;n, vit a s 1all f loor for ancin "' ' and 
another r oo.11 for eating and drinki n t o6e t.= er . TI1e old ' ouse .1ad ·een turned into a 
restau:ra . t and .:>ar , an d qui ter diners v1en there to sit and talk and ..... j oy a meal . 
Mind you j t l e •! ~als cos t a omb , vJe aid well ove £100 for a meal .mr 6 . 

W saw only one accidfm~ , t l east - w the after nat h f on accident , :nth a 
belie t er : e i g used to trans£ r s ~.>.eone to hospital, and a ll f the motor · ay i n one 
dir c t ion bl oc· e ff , ·1d t he t ailb- c.i< of ca rs we11t for mi l es . I t ma.ces me a little 
pensive abo · hrnv jus t one mistctke can cause not onl y drastic reaults to the per son Y 
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