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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

Rape and Rainier 

Dear Editor 

Where does one start when one reads appalling words from a man 
who is a not only a voice of the University, but who we (as stu­
dents of this university) are supposed to approach for advice? 
In a country that has the highest incidence of RAPE, it is frightening 
to think that Mark Raine'r truly believes that rape is NOT a big 
problem on this campus. To say that women are to blame for what 
happens to them in a situation which is already sensitive, is DIS­
GUSTING to say the least. 

To elevate issues like drinking and drugs above one of the 
. BIGGEST crimes in South Africa, is to belittle the suffering of the 3 
3i3 women who are raped a day! His vague attempt at apologising 
for his opinion ie "It's quite a sexist statement .. " is clear evidence 
that he knows that his opinion is wrong, yet he continues to justify 
it by saying that" there are guys who speak about no meaning no". 

Which men is he talking about? All men should be up in arms for 
being boxed in that type of discourse and way of thinking. This in 
itself is an inappropriate stance to defend because men need to be 
educated that if they are unsure about what a woman wants, they 
should walk away. Continuing with sexual intimacy when you are 
not sure where the woman stands, is WORSE than forcing her 
when she has said NO! 

As far as we are concerned, we will NOT be going to our "Student 
Adviser" for any advice in future. 

Extremely Perturbed! 
Sikelelwa Mgabadeli and Vaughan Smuts(Outgoing Mr Rhodes) 
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Po/tyanna-on-Speed 

Revelations in a vacuum 
About a year ago, during 
a period of great crisis and 
pressure in my life, a 
friend burst into tears and 
confided in me that a 
close friend of ours and his 
girlfriend had tested HIV 
positive. 

I was devastated. 
Having paid close atten­

tion to the HIV/AIDS sta­
tistics, I understood that 
the chances were that I 
knew someone who had 
been infected, yet, I had 
never actually had to face 
the reality that it would 
become an integral part of 
my social sphere. My anxi­
ety surmounted, however, 
on the realisation that 
these two people had indi­
vidually had sexual rela­
tionships with an array of 
other people within this 
same group. And thus the 
ripple began. It was no 
longer two but close to 
ten people that I specifi­
cally knew, and ultimately 
countless more. 

It doesn't really matter 
that the girlfriend's test 
had been inconclusive and 
that she is actuaUy nega­
tive. It makes no differ­
ence that each and every 
other individual who has 
since been tested received 
that same clearance. 
Ultimately, what is impor­
tant is that these people 
are highly intelligent and 
educated; what mattered 
is that none of them ever 
considered that HIV could 
happen to them. 

In as liberal and suppos­
edly progressive an insti­
tution as we attend, I for 
one, would consider 
HIV/AIDS awareness to 
be the key issue admin 
and students organisations 
should be tackling. Instead 
we get a 'chat' with Sister 
Buchner in first year and 

condoms surreptitiously 
hidden in the Library. And 
that's about it. The 
University administration 
seems too sensitive to 
even approach the topic 
for fear perhaps of it ruin­
ing our perfect reputa­
tion. 

Let me explain that. 
What is the quintessential 
Rhodes image? Liberal, 
artsy students who are 
actually a bunch of whole­
some, harmless young ruf­
fians. And except for that 
little drinking problem, 
which Admin have cleverly 
tried to combat with 
warnings, arresting and 
now reasoning with stu­
dents - everything at 
Rhodes is just peachy­
keen. Beep. Wrong 
answer. 

What we have here is 
ultimately a public rela: 
tions exercise. Rhodes stu­
dents drink too much, 
outsiders know that, so 
we'll be 'seen' to be 
addressing this problem 
and chalk others suctt as 
HIV/AIDS, rape and 
homophobia up as confi­
dential matters which we 
are unable to acquire sta­
tistics for. For crying in a 
bucket · of worms, anti­
smoking drives get more 
attention on this campus 
than any of these issues. 

Perhaps the powers 
that be are concerned 
that our stats might have 
reached catastrophic pro­
portions such as those of 
the Unive~ity of Durban 
Westville with its 40% 
HIV positive revelation 
several years ago. Perhaps 
they worry that parents 
may feel that this secure 
and friendly campus is not 
all that it is advertised to 
be. 

And then again, perhaps 

------------------------
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Pies: Stuart Stanbury 

The lo\V do\Vn on going dovvn ••• and everything else 
By Tanya Farber 

The time has come to cut to the chase, call a spade a spade, talk turkey, and all those other English 
phrases that describe the act of telling it like it is. 
If we walk around with blank spaces in our knowledge, we place ourselves at risk by lacking an under­
standing of how exactly the virus can be spread. Or, we suffer in silence, unaware of the fact that what 
we did with so-and-so could in no way lead us to danger. 

Through this article, I hope to shed light on how we can 
which activities are 'high risk', which are 'low risk', and 
information on non-sexual activities based on frequently .,, 

Vaginal sex: If you do not use a condom, this is a 'high ri 
semen and vaginal fluids. Vaginal sex with a condom is a 
the chances of spreading the virus, but it is important to 
tear. 
Anal sex: Without the use of a condom, anal sex is most 
semen from one body to another is a major factor, but .,, 
of the physiology of that area of the body, anal sex can be 
tearing of the skin tissue makes one more vulnerable. A,, 

than without one. 
};,. "'' lower risk 

.. , for the simple 
The idea of oral 

reduces the risk 
. iJ..,womiJ.n 5 vagina as a safety 
.. . . 

Oral sex: Performing oral sex (on a man or a woman) 
reason that we may have abrasions -in the mouth or ., , 
sex with a man in a condom seems unappealing to most, 
HIV is a big plus. Studies show that some people even nt .. 

precaution! I guess that's not everybody's cup of tea. 
Manual sex: Whether you are performing manual sex VI • . 

' ) .. ·.,. 

· J VJ...;;:;.;;.., it is a low risk activity. ... · ·· 
i~ £.~~~~~s in the skin, these flUids . ..... 

can gain access to our blood stream. i ... •( .. 

Death by Numb~ ~,\,Tdif 
Words and illustration by Jak Koseff i ' •' 

\ } ·o ' .,,: {o:. o ' <. 
It's still, to my mind, one of the most tragic covers N~ 
It was a simple bottle of pills in rather harsh lighting. The 
"There are drugs that can stop AIDS . .. and this t"''vw0 r df.l' 

It sounds pretty horrifying to think that, on a continent .. 
AIDS cases, the monthly cost of the three-drug cocktail .. 
times the average annual income of it's citizens. The 
problem is, with the cost of drug testing and approval 
running into the hundreds of millions in US dollar 
terms, the big pharmaceutical companies feel they 
cannot survive if they commit themselves to acts of 
charity. Welcome to the bloodless ·economics of AIDS 
drugs. 

Chances are, if you've even cast a sidelong glance at 
AIDS issue coverage, you've heard of AZT. 
Glaxo-Wellcome's wonder-drug generates a great deal 
of spin world-wide, specifically in terms of it's implica­
tions for rape victims and pregnant mothers. The lab­
rats and medical experience have proven it can knock 
out the virus if the victims get it within the earliest 
hours of infection. But with Africa's borderline apoca­
lyptic AIDS stats, prevention is only one angle - you 
need to start talking cure if you don't want to lose half 
your population in a few decades time. That's where 
the famed "Cocktail" comes in. AZT is one third of 
the three main drugs that make up the HIV/AIDS­
busting package given out to first world citizens with 
proper medical insurance. The medical logic is simple. 
What scared the hell out of medical researchers in 
the 80's is that HIV mutates in response to whatever 
you throw at it, rendering itself into a new strain 
immune to any further attack. Hit it from three sides 

)o.( 

at once, as the "cocktail" does, and the odds improve no end - the HIV count drops to below traceable 
leve ls, and in some cases full -blown AIDS is even reduced back to the HIV stage. 

But you need all three. AZT alone doesn't cut it, and the pharmaceutical empires assert again and again 
that the cocktail strategy, if administered incorrectly or incomplete ly in advanced cases, can have night­
marish results - a strain that is resistant to any form of modern treatment. The fact is, Africa's health 
budgeting can't get anywhere near the levels needed to finance the broad spectrum anti-viral pro­
grammes that are proportionally "cheap" by western standards. The knee-jerk emotional reaction is to 
ask why on earth we're squabbling over account ledgers when the world sees in Africa a continent on 
which the elderly will outnumber the young in a decades time. But, tragically it's just not that simple. 

The major issue is the huge bill the pharmacy giants have to foot to get these drugs researched and 

• .......... .. 

Massage, hugs and cuddles: There is no risk involved here, so go ahead! It is pointless to ostracise 
HIV positive people by denying them affection. This is merely prejudice based on ignorance and fear. 
Dry kissing: This is a no risk activity. Obviously if you both have open wounds on your lips, and one 
person is bleeding, there is a risk, but the same goes for sitting next to someone on the bus if you both 
have open wounds on your arms!! 

·rt;ore The fact 

. lives. 

· ~~~~e per-

ng 
s 

o ~· ca"t .. v spreading the 
Tattoos and ''"I''"""~ on the circumstances. It is a no risk act lVI~"~' the 
correct . . . is used for each person). If done casually by In prvf;.~~•v• 
als, e~ { a_· nu;: ,:<!CtiVity of the penetration of the skin and the remnantS cf blood On 

lOt ~·~:'~ -·~::~~~:,~"'' ~~ .. , for piercing, it is a no risk activity. . . , '::''"'"'"r:;~"":; -•- ~;uicl, and br"'"~~ . "' , ~"~, ""' " bodily fluids that can support the HIV 
virus. If ::h~: ""' ,,,,~,,,, ·rp~~ ·~B th~ ~l?g~ ''''US !lf . .. a 1 , r~e,;[~ y~urself at risk. Male and female 
co~doms:, ...,,· .· . : .. .... iL ute P<;Ktol t""'"'"""'v". · . 1 .. y?f~.' .. ~ .. .. ~l~~ .... ~~t not many of us 
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certain the drug actually works. Yes, say compa­
nies like Glaxo-Wellcome, we gave you AZT. but if 
you don't let us recoup some of the millions we lay 
out on drugs like this, we can't fund the research 
that could bring us closer to a better drug or an 
actual cure. 

It's on this terrain that some of the grandest politi­
cal battles AIDS has seen are waged. The big 
catch-phrase is "compulsory licensing" - legislation 
that allows Government's in developing countries 
to farm out the chemical patents on key AIDS 
drugs to local firms that can deliver cheaper gener­
ics. 

In a recent TIME magazine feature on AIDS in 
Africa, the example of the drug Flucanazole comes 
up - costs the equivalent of $18 in Kenya where it 
has to be imported and 30 c in Thailand where the 
local generic is produced. The idea is to let the 
pharmacy giants reap the profits they need on first 
world shores, where the drugs are affordable to 
the average citizens, and let the most downcast 
nations make them for themselves at far lower 
cost. Clinton actually came out last year favouring 
this policy as the US approach to the issue. 
The problem is the barrage of threats and pro­

posed embargoes from the pharmacy giants themselves, who obviously are not exactly swept away by 
the idea. The current screaming matches in WTO circles over intellectual property rights aren't helping 
the situation either. 

There are several grand acts of charity on the part of the big pharmaceutical firms, particularly Pfizer and 
Bohringer-lngelheim, but these have the dark taint of being both quick-fixes and still not putting realistic 
cross-continent AIDS treatments on the table, both in terms of cost and logistics. 

What it comes down to is that this is but one key skirmish in the most polticized medical cross-fire ever 
seen. A number of agendas are doing the rounds at the moment, and the battles against the social stig­
mas and lack of practical AIDS education are equally hot-button issues at the moment. It would be a 
tragedy unequalled though if, despite humanity's grandest intentions, it's the numbers that kill us. 



Rhodes vs the Epidemic 
By Nick Ferreira 

"We imagine that Rliodes' AIDS infection rate would be the same as 
the national figure for our demographic," - Mark Rainier, Student 
Adviser. 

The handling of AIDS at Rhodes mirrors the national situation in 
more ways than this. Like the South African government, the Rhodes 
Administration has been incredibly slow to react to the disease. Like 
the South African public, Rhodes students would rather preterld that 
the disease only affects other people. And like South African policy, 
we are big on good intentions and small on actually doing anything. 

First of all, there is no ratified AIDS policy at this University. Not only 
is there no policy there is debate over whether there should be a 
policy at all. The alternative before the committee is that Rhodes opt 
for a "Statement of Intent" backed up by some form of "action and 
implementation". This has been the choice of the University of 
Pretoria, considered the leading South African University in this field. 
We do have a draft policy, drawn up by the HIV/AIDS Task Group in 
May 1999. They meet again in August 2000, to iron out problems in 
the draft. So why has it taken so long? 

The main reason is that the problem has landed squarely on Mark 
Rainier's already crowded desk. He simply has not had the time to 
put any effective policy into action, what with counseling, career 
guidance and all the other duties that go with his portfolio. The 
recent restructuring of Admin also played a role, according to Dr lain 
L'Ange, the Deputy Dean of Students. These factors alone are not 
enough to explain the official apathy though. So unless Admin have 
been criminally negligent, they simply do not believe that Rhodes is 
affected by the epidemic as seriously as other South African universi­
ties. 

If that seems strange in light of the panic that is gripping the rest of 
the country, remember the official response to the question: "Does 
Rhodes have an AIDS problem?" 

They just don't know. The statistics that we do have are useless - a 
very small proportion of students make use of the testing facilities, 
and those are the students most likely to be in the HIV positive 
bracket, making it a sample that does not accurately represent the 
entire population. The official line is that our infection rate should be 
between ten and fifteen percent, based purely on guesswork and the 
national figure for our demographics. 1'-1ark Rainier rules out the pos­
sibility of blanket testing because it is a "logistical and political night­
mare." He also says that the negative publicity if Rhodes turned out 

to have a high infection rate would be damaging to the University. So 
it would seem that AIDS is treated as a problem of public relations 
rather than human resources or economics at Rhodes. Nonetheless, 
it is hoped that some type of policy will be in place by the end of the 
year. 

Rhodes policy will be based on the guidelines set up by the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities as well as the National 
Policy on HIV and AIDS for Universities and Technikons. It is likely to 
protect the rights of staff and students to confidentiality and prohibit 
unfair discrimination on the basis of HIV status. It will focus on edu­
cation as the main tool of prevention and aim to provide care and 
support for those who have been infected. 

While it is still in the draft stage, it does have significant differences 
from the national guidelines. It does not place the same emphasis on 
the fact that the disease is a gender issue. Women are more vulnera­
ble to infection "through their anatomy as well as their social and 
economic position in society." This is a fact that is not recognized by 
the draft policy, and there is no member of the HIV/AIDS Task 
Group with the brief of representing gender issues. 

Also conspicuous by its absence is the fact that Rhodes does not 
stress the need to "institutionalise" the disease. The idea is that AIDS 
must be a central consideration at all levels in the University, to avoid 
marginalising sufferers and to ensure that the challenge is met by the 
entire community. This is done by, making it central to mission state­
ments and strategy, including it in academic curricula of every faculty 
and supplying adequate testing and care facilities from both staff and 
students. While there has been some involvement by certain depart­
ments, we have not mainstreamed the disease in the way envisioned 
at a national level. Rainier says that the response to AIDS will take 
place "within the normal operations of departments and bodies 
already existing at Rhodes." 

Other issues such as the level of personal responsibility, provision of 
anti-retroviral drugs after rape or assault and the actual nuts and 
bolts of providing walk-in counseling and testing facilities remain to 
be dealt with. 

The question of HIV/AIDS at Rhodes is at least as complex as it is for 
the rest of the country. For the time being, we are not sure of the 
scale of the problem here, and as a result have been sluggish in 
responding. How much longer we will be able to deliberate over 
policy before the epidemic becomes crippling, remains to be seen. 

- @ -



Know thy · DJ Roster 

Splitting Reels 
Gladiator 

Reviewed by: Nigel Tompkins 

The players: Russel Crowe, Jaquin Phoenix and Richard Harris 
Director: Ridley Scott · 
~untime: ISO minutes 
Rating: 7/10 

One of the biggies this year is Ridley (~lien, Blade Runner) Sc~tt's Roman epic that doesn't fail 
to entertain for it's two and half hours of sw~hbuckling heroism and bravery. Russel Crowe 
plays a general in the Caesar's army, but when the ambitious son of the noble king assumes 
power, he orders the general's death to be carried out and it's up to our hero to save the 
einpire. Crowe assumes his role well, exuberating a silent but powerful presence on the 
screen. Phoenix gives a sturdy performance as the immature and ruthless new Caesar but it's 
the glorious battle scenes that sell the film. Scott indulges in bloody mayhem colouring the 
coliseum and battlegrounds of Europe in red, with the clashing of swords providing some stun­
ning watching. The film, however, does at times resort to typical Hollywood cliches but Scott 
manages to pull it off with some panache that helped make the film one of the highest money­
makers this year. 

The Patri.ot 
Reviewed by: by Robert Odendaal 

The Players: Mel Gibson, Heath Ledger, Jason Isaacs, Chris Cooper 
Director: Roland Emmerich 
Run. Time: 164 min. 
Rating: 8/ I 0 

The epic has landed. Once again Hollywood indulges us in a big-budget, high-profile epic to 
the liking of Braveheart and more recently Gladiator. Director Roland Emmerich 
(Independence Day, Godzilla) once again lends his talents to a huge production, and the end 
product is something quite extraordinary. Mel Gibson (Braveheart, Ransom) stars as Colonel 
Benjamin "The Ghost" Martin, a legend of the past who is trying to raise a family and live a 
peaceful life. Yet the American War of Independence is raging throughout the count,.Y and 
soon he finds himself drawn to fight in it for the sake of protecting his family. This is where 
The Patriot's strongest element lies. The whole film is basically based on the lengths one will 
go to protect friends, family and ultimately - love. Gibson is supported by a good cast, all of 
whom give outstanding performances. 
The Patriot is maybe a tad to long and a little too melodramatic, yet it is tl"!e kind of film 
everyone loves. The battle scenes are brilliantly realistic, the Hans Zimmer's soundtrack is 
glorious, and it leaves you with that good feeling in your stomach. This is one you have to 
see. 
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Community Music 
Asiah\ Dub Foundation 
Londo~ Records/ Warner · 
In days 9f rare causes and even rarer cun:ura1 spikes, the Asian Dub Foundatioitiis.i~Jlr£i!!][2!:,:,-J~--
strychniri''\laced air. Anglo-Asian and about it, they spit out a mixture of 
untidy, ra~ling rap over synths, bass, guitar from the cupboard marked 
'fucking lou~ bring ice ci:eam'. But that's of the album- after that it gets 
better, subtler-and more heroic. Tracks like 'The Judgement', 'Truth Hides' 
and the magnifleently aggressive 'Taa Deem' take and shoulders and make 
everything bob. The vocals are raw, sometimes rushed, 
the bass, but always"kicking. They're punk, they're triphop, 
most importantly, the~on't blow whistles at cobras hiding under o•asll<e1t.;tJ9fl~~-:~:~,;~-
do. Which is good. ""-
Possibly anti-monarchy: "It's m' burning ambition to burn down your empire." With you .. 

I Ratinr. 9/10 ~ 

~::~~;=~ '"· ~ 
Epic/ Sony ~ .... 
Ja, hey. What to make of it? I asked my digsmate w~·s~evout a Pearl Jam fan as 

I 
I 

you get, hil said: "The loud songs are fucking shit." And it's trtle aybe it's because we're 
older, maybe it's because we're not in America, but some of this albu ound$jncredibly 
dated and ends up ~eing a regression from 'Yield'. So skip the first three songs ~a 
'Light Years'. It's not'~d, not changing the world, but, well, nice. 'Nothing as it seems' is suit­
ably broody, slow and s~'mi~~nteresting - almost the extended version of grunge-blues, which is 
what they should stick to. And that marvellous, full folk-sound, which comes through in 'Thin 
Air', the rather sexy 'Of the Girl'' and. the tinkering 'Soon Forget'. Good, but they should 
recognise the fact that hardcore doesn't ·l!'ean loud and loud doesn't mean 'good disguise for a 
shoddy song'. ., 
Well said: "he'd wake up, wash and pour himself into· unjform" 
Rating: 6/ I 0 ...... · .. 

Nixon 
Lanibchop 
City Slang Records 
Leadsinger Kurt Wagner doesn't as much sing as he gambles along, happy to be the voice and 
director for a group musicians (all 14 of them) who seriously know their shit. In a way, this is 
the best elevator music you will ever hear and, maybe, the first strands of punk-elevator 
music. Subtle as twinply, beautiful as a clean wipe too - it trundles with trumpets and piano, 
bass and fuzz. Wagner's lyrics are to die for, one of the few true poets of stature in the music 
world. It's about being older than 30, about being stuck with something you don't want and 
about how beautiful the power of unleashment is. Take 'Nashville Parent', take 'Up With 
People' and 'The Book I Haven't Read' - it is for people with beards and women with big love. 
Say it again, Kurt: "and the neighbours have been drinking . •. pretty soon they'll start to fight.' 
Rating: 8/ I 0 

I 
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-~Rat & Parrot 
' 

(lf,oc.~torirfhmP:Ot SUCCUlently fried in jUiCy flaVOUrfUl SaUCe, pre­
sur ro.oLJr~<J.,u by the crispiest, unoily chips in town. 

Imagine eating all of that, now. 
Rat and Parrot. 

dufus and get your ass down to the 

Traditionally known as Rhodes' Jl>.!>l~r·S't.tav·out·ite drinking establishment, the · 
;Rat' as. it is so quaintly dubbed, offers quite thoroughly homegrown menu'. 

ose staunch carnivore the choice is rPr>nP"'"nn'"'' res-food road-kill to shame 

~~~······-........ ,,.,,, 

Golf 
Spearfishing 
Surfing 
Under H20 Hockey 
Sailing 
Tennis 
Rowing 

Squash 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Soccer (M) 3rd 

2nd 
1st 

Soccer (W) I st 

ABSA 

to call itself meat. 
h from the coast with crisp and inte1resl~n" sauces whilst the veggies 

for - this fare doesn't quite the meatier delights. 

TIME 

I ShOO 
19h00 
17h00 
ISh IS 
19h45 
ISh IS. 

friendly, and with the typical atmosphere, the boere 
I right at home. 

o frequent this local P<t:.hloi<hrn .. o'\1' 

eating is definitely not a 

/ 

VENUE FIXTURE 

UPE VS RU 
UPE vs RU 
UPE vs RU 
UPE vs RU .-
UPE vs RU 

UPE Tennis Courts UPE vs RU 
Harbor UPE vs RU 
Indoor Centre lJPE-UFH vs RU 
Stadium 

/ 

UPE-UFH VS RU 
lndoQr Centre UPE vs RU ' 
Indoor Centre UPE vs RU 
Indoor Cen~re · UPE vs RU 
Soccer~/ UPE vs Vista 
Soccer· B UPE vs RU 

···Soccer A RU vs UFH 
Soccer A UPE vs RU 

.... TRI"VARSITY PROGRAMME 
SATURDAY S AUGUST 2000 

SPORT TIME VENUE FIXTURE 

Tennis IOhOO UPE Tennis Courts UPE vs UFH 

/ 

Tri-varsity weeliend 
Sporting codes - Rhodes, UPE, Fort Hare and Vista 
Envisage the spirit, the competition, the intensity, and the hectic parties!!! 

Thursday 3 Aug 2000 @ PopArt cafe 
7:30pm - RMR VIP members are invited to grace the start of the Tri-varsity by 
Attending a cocktail party. 
8:30pm - the doors open to the general populace. 
Your hosts for the evening will acquit themselves on the decks to get you into 
The spirit of competitio n: Reggie (RMR), Luvs (CBfm), Fistaz (Jhb), Peter Abrahams (double 
happiness) 
Free Castle lite on entry ... Red Bull promo Rl2@ the door!!! 
Members free · 

Fri 4 Aug @ the kraal, UPE, Port Elizabeth 
Now the Inter-varsity will start to go insane!!! 
OJ lineup will include: Fistaz, Odwa, Peter A 
Guest DJ's will play during the course of the evening. 
Free Castle lite on entry ... Red Bull promo 
Presold tickets: R20 - @ Delbro's unlimited. @ The Bridge or Sublime, 
Grahamstown. 
R30@ the door!!! 

, SAB beer @ R4, Amstel & draughts @ RS, ciders @ RS 
'- Red Bull@ RIO 

Sat S Aug: outside ABSA sports stadium 
Beer - R4, Amstel & draughts - RS, ciders - RS, Red Bull R I 0 

' . ' 

This is an officially sponsored event of the ABSA Tri-varsity weekend. 
Other major sponsors are Castle lite, Red Bull and ABSA. 
D TNY promotions, Empire Solutions. 

Volleyball IOhOO Indoor Centre UPE vs UFH 
Table Tennis IOhOO Indoor Centre UPE- RU- UFH 
Netball IOhOO UPE Netball Courts UPE- RU- UFH 
Karate IOhOO Mirror Hall .UPE UPE·- RU - UFH 
Chess IOhOO Indoor Centre UPE- RU- UFH 
Basketball llhOO Indoor Centre . UPE vs UFH 
Women's Hockey 

4th 10h30 D Field RU vs UFH 
3rd 08h00 AField UPE vs RU 
2nd 09hl5 B Field UPE VS RU 
I st llh45 A Field UPE vs RU 

Mi:m's Hockey 
4th llh45 D Field RU vs UFH 
3rd 08h00 C Field UPE vs RU 
2nd 10h30 B Field UPE vs RU 
1st 13h00 A Field UPE vs RU 

Women's Touch Rugby 
I st IOhOO Stadium UFH vs RU 

Soccer (W) 
I st IOhOO Soccer A UPE vs UFH 

Soccer (M) 
2nd llh30 Soccer A UPE vs RUE.L 
I st 13hl5 Stadium UPE vs Winner 

Rugby 
3rd IOhOO C Field RU vs UFH 2 
3rd IOhOO B Field UPE vs UFH I 
u/21 llhOO Stadium UPE vs RU 
2nd lh30 Stadium UPE vs Ru 
I st I ShOO Stadium UPE vs RU 
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Hoping for 
the negative By The Girl Next Door 

Pies: Stuart Stanbury 

When my friend, Natasha, approached me and suggested we go for 
an HIV test, knowing that both of us on separate occasion had had 
unprotected sex with what we would call strangers, as we did not 
know their sexually history, I thought literally what the hell, it would 
probably be better knowing than living in ignorance and affecting 
the next person I jumped into bed with. I had never considered 
myself as high risk because it was not as if I was jumping into bed 
with every other person and even when I did, I was educated 
enough to use condom. OK, admittedly I had had unprotected sex 
twice, regrettably, but when in the heat of the moment there was 
only one thing that I wanted. The fact of the matter is that when my 
friend pulled me aside after a lecture and suggested when go make 
appointment to go and have the test, a realisation dawned on me, I 
was actually petrified. To make matters worst, me thinking we were 
going to the San, I was informed that the destination for the 
appointment was Mark Ranier's Office, the Student Adviser. 

Natasha, being more serious about the matter than I was, had found 
out that having an HIV test as Rhodes was not as simple as popping 
into the San like you would for a common cold but rather making 
an appointment at the Student Advisers office in order to receive 
counselling, as stipulated by the South African Constitution. Arriving 
at the office and making the appointment with the excuse that I 
needed advice on my subjects, I was nervous but however not 
aware about the hell that I would go though in the following weeks. 
Natasha and I had decid~d that we would not tell any of our friends 
that we were having the test for the simple reason that if the test 
did turn out to be positive, the results would not only affect me, 
obviously, but could have repercussions for them to, i.e. living with 
someone who is HIV positive has biases attached to it. 

I had forgotten about the appointment and carried on with life as 
usual, even though my friends were finding me a bit moody and 
Natasha and I tended to be avoiding the 
subject, and when the D-day came I was not prepared for what I 
was about to happen. Natasha went in first and came out balling her 
eyes out, storming past me, avoiding all eye contact. I tried desper­
ately to remain calm. In I went. Mark sits me down and asks 
what the problem is. Telling him that I wanted to have the 
HIV test was not the hardest part, as I thought this is basi­
cally all that I had to do. Never had I thought that I was 
about to tell Mark exactly why I thought that I need to 
have the test, meaning I had to tell him about my sex­
ual experiences. The worst was yet to come. How 
on earth do you answer the question 'What will 
you do if the test comes out positive?" Fuck. We 

all plan what we want to do with our lives, but you never consider 
that because of one night of pure passion, a life threatening disease 
can control the rest of your life. 

The appointment was over, in my hand I held the piece of paper 
that permitted me to have an H IV test at the San at the cost of R20 
that would be debited to my student account as a San expense. I 
found Natasha at home still in tears, knowing that I could say noth­
ing to console her even though I could truly say that I new exactly 
what she was going through, silence was the only consultation 
between us. No words could describe how we were feeling. 

The drawing of the blood was so mediocre compared to the reali­
sation that my life from this day on could never be the same again. 
If you could, on a simplistic level, compare it to anything it is like the 
day that you take your drivers licence test. If you pass, you know a 
freedom that can change the entire way you live your life. This was 
the same thing in the negative and far more serious - the freedom 
to live my life as I had chosen, the freedom I had known 'til now, 
hung in the balance. 

I could not even try to explain what the week's wait for the results 
was like. Like I said before, one of those two little signs that used to 
haunt me in maths class could shatter my life dreams and ambitions, 
or assure me I still had the right to them. The only thing that kept 
on going through my mind was that it was just two nights - two 
nights that I had never thought that I would have to forever regret. 
Once again back in Mark's office, I was asked to state my full name 
and quote my student number, in his hands he held a piece of paper 
that contained the rest of my life. He handed it to me, I was not 
sure that I actually wanted to know what was printed on that piece 
of paper, but I can tell you when I did look I realised this was the 
most important piece of paper that I would ever own. 



Hate no more 
By Emma Rudenberg 

"It's a dry white season 
brother," said poet Mongane 
Serote to poet Don Mattera, 
in his poem "For Don "'­
Banned." Don Mattera is a 
literary genius, poet, and was 
~- great activist during the 
apartheid regime. Recently 
while I was in Johannesburg 
on my vacation, I stumbled 
upon a book opening at 
Exclusive Books Hyde Park. 
Inexperienced in the field of 
book openings, I listened so 
as to hear what book was 
be ing promoted. As I walked 
closer to the stage, I saw a 
man talking of the atrocities 
of a past society and bringing 
new light to the acceptance 
of a new society. He talked of 
the unstable situations at 
present, and the need for 
new development. As I lis­
tened to this wise man I 
heard the story of a novel 
that would probe every 
South African mind, and dig 

into the depths of racism and 
sexism. A novel not only 
about Apartheid but about 
the fundamental character of 
man himself. When the 
speeches were over, I was 
amazed to find that the 
speaker of this great book 
was Don Mattera himself, 
and he spoke of his colleague 
Arthur Maimane's book, 
"Hate No More". Maimane is 
a man who has written 
numerous stories in various 
European languages, as well 
as being a freelance media 
consultant. In this midst of 
this overpowering book 
opening, I came to believe 
that there is hope for our 
country and that with rich­
ness like this it is not possible 
to loose sight of the bigger 
picture, that we can improve 
this country. "It's a dry white 
season but seasons come to 
pass." 

A Conspiracy of clowns 

ACT IVATE Reporter 

The clown is perhaps the 
most fascinating of modern 
icons. By turns the innocent, 
the iconoclast, the commen­
tator and the charlatan, 
there remains somet hing 

- e ndlessly e ngaging about a 
figure possessed of equal 
capacity for mockery, misery 
and t rivia lity. Stretching back 
to the early days of the 
Commedia dell arte, the 
clown has impeccable cre­
dentials as a theatrical 
device. Thus it is rather apt 
t o find that "Through Blue", 
the latest offering from the 
ranks of the Rhodes 
University drama students, 
finds itself driven by a "con­
spiracy of clowns." 

In the cast's own words: 
"This is a t ragicomic fairytale 
of high ambition and b!"oken 
hea rts, of addiction and sur­
viva l, a fable of innoce nce 
lost and contemporary South 
African youth culture. 
Inspired by Master Misery, a 
short story by Truman 
Capote, 'this production 
blends together visual and 
physical theatre: a com­
pelling mix of mime, comme­
dia a nd clowning. "The piece 
tracks t he fortunes of a 
young girl who quests after 
fame and t he bright lights, 
only to have her hopes 
dashed and be given the 
strange opportunity to "sell" 
her dreams. 

Flipping t hrough t he press­
kit, one gets a sense of multi­
ple abstracts at play, a sense 
of that quirky darkness stu­
dent theatre has often built 
it's reputation on. There 
remains a strong idealism to 
it a ll, though. The work is 
framed in the ongoing 
dynamic of collaboration, t he 
outcome of a long time spent 
in workshopping and collec­
tive development of the 
material. This has been 
translat ed into the othe r side 
of t he production's mandate 
- it has a lso been conceived 
as an education/theatre 
development piece. A series 
of wor kshops have bee n for­
malised, and will accompany 

the production wherever it 
tours, taking participants to 
"the land of why-not", as well 
as giving them a rough guide 
to "madness and mayhem." 

The production itself is fas­
cinating and iayeredw ith -
various expe1·imental ideas. 
The e le ments of clow ning 
and mime style a re thrown 
into t he mix with cross­
hatched use of language. The 
cast speak wit h t heir vocal 
expressions and their bodies. 
There are perhaps five lines 
in the e ntire script which are 
delivered in straight d ia­
logue. Throughout the 
remainder of the production, 
the audience finds their tra­
ditional concepts of commu­
nication challenged as the 
cast play out an astonishing 
range of moods, scenes and 
ideas wit h a stunning inter­
play of motion, vocal sound 
and stage effects. The result 
is a piece from which each 
audience member draws 
something slightly different, 
even though t he central 
the mes of the play are con­
veyed with an eerie clarity. 
The sce nes va ry and cut from 
vaudeville-esque physica! 
c:omedy to the dehumanising 
world of the city dweller, to 
the quite stillness of the city 
streets. Not to mention the 
bizarre waiting-room where 
the characters await the 
cha nce to "sell" the ir 
dreams." 

The project "From the hip" 
have committed themselves 
to is a pe rtinent and power­
ful one - a quest for under­
standing the development of 
a dynamic and inclusive (i.e . 
multi-e lement) theatrical 
style as well as seeking to re­
position theatre workers 
within a more pro-active 
social role, in terms of the 
workshop programme 
designed to connect with 
groups and regions that don't 
usually have contact with this 
kind of theatre . This piece 
repr:esents a powerful cre­
ative force cleverly matched 
to a powerful social con­
science . 

Not Waving, 
but 

Drowning 
The Forgotten Angle Theatre Collaborative - Noah's Drowning 

By Fadge - but you can call me FUH! 

If only Noah HAD drowned ... 

This physical theatre work, conceived and created by P.J. Sabbagha 
explored the 'constant motion of water', an<;! the 'precar1ous posi­
tion of young white men in contemporary South Africa', as we 
were told in the programme. I found it fascinating that the design 
elements played around the colours of t he old South Afr ican flag, 
and that there was only one man in the piece. But anyway ... 
T imothy Le Roux's was a good specimen of a male body, and h1s 
movements were as consistently fluid and transient as the 'water' 
that surrounded him. The score was perfect - beautiful, well bal­
anced and enticing. 

Declan Randall's lighting design was enticingly surreal, and the 
mercunal changing of the lights cast shadows on our perceptions of 
what we saw. Sometimes bodies were obscured in darkness, and 
space and time were blurred, as were the relationships between 
the bodies. Personally, as turned on as I was by the goldfish, and 
the echo of their movements in the human bodies, the work 
became as repetitive as the goldfish's sw1mming round the bowl. 
Over and over we saw t he same phrases and relationships being 
set up and eroded, and sometimes the buckets and blue tiles just 
weren't enough to satisfy the eye. 

The dancers themselves, most of them performmg at last at the1r 
alma mater, were technically proficient. But, when it came down to 
it, the work was simply not readable. Audience members who 
were not entirely fluent in the analysis of physical theatre simply 
could not find enough meaning to !atch on to, an·d all it came down 
to w.as watching the .bodies in space and musing on the late of -
t hose poor little fishes. The programme we were handed as we 
w alked into the space did not offer a way in to the work, but 
obfuscated an already cloudy piece. As usual, the problem of a lack 
of linguistic understanding made Noah's Drowning just another 
physical theatre piece, and just as alienating to t he common man as 
any other. This said, I have nothing but praise for the dancers -
each of whom executed the movements with technique, st rength 
and elan. By the end of this drowning, Fuh felt like a goldfish • 
swimming round and round - no end in sight and no change in 
emotional state. But the images floating past me were pretty 
nonetheless. 
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Aquarius (21 Jan- 19 Feb) 
This week you will be enraptured by a senior lecturer's decision to 
wear open toed sandals. Much to your surprise you will find him/her 
to be in possession of perfectly formed big toes. You do your social­
acceptability stats absolutely no good, however, by rushing to the 
front of the Red Lecture theatre and sucking loudly on the foresaid 
tootsies. 

Pisces (20 Feb- 20 March) 
You will accidentally take out your lover's eye with a riding crop. 
You'll rush them to hospital where you will be shocked and stunned 
at the number of sexual deviants who experience bad lays. Thus you 
will embark on a public safety campaign for sexual deviants. You will 
acquire international fame and notoriety! Larry Flynt calls you per­
sonally! 

Aries (21 March - 20 Apr) _ 
Your gimp will escape and wreak havoc with the G-town sherry and 
port circuit. It'll eat their cheese and poo in their spittoons. You will 
be traced because it'll scream your name at the top of its lungs 
through its unzipped mouth. Thus behold your imminent social 
demise. You will be branded a pervert and deviant. 

Taurus (21 Apr- 21 May) 
Dealing with the embarrassment of haVIng friends who suck senior 
lecturer's toes leads you to the realization that the only thing you can 
truly be is yourself. You let it all hang out. Unfortunately you do so in 
front of a group of giggling schoolgirls. You resist arrest and are eaten 
by an Alsatian. 

Death to 
the Bugs 

Source: Monday Paper on-line 

Sleeping sickness has reawakened in central Africa, leaving a trail of 
death in its wake. 

Existing drugs are either no longer available, too expensive, or no 
longer effective. New drugs are not being developed•because of 
cost versus low demand. For pharmaceutical companies, profits lie 
in drugs for first world diseases like heart disease, arthritis, allergies 
and hypertension. 

UCT chemist, Dr Kelly Chibale and American biochemist, 
Professor George Hill, have joined forces to target parasitic illnesses 
in developing countries, especially those where urgent chemothera­
py is needed. 

They are studying and targeting a key enzyme present in the 
bloodstream form of the causative agent for human sleeping sick­
ness and nagana in cattle, as well as those responsible for malaria. 

The idea is to find a broad-spectrum drug molecule for treating 
all of these diseases," said Dr Chi bale. This would be highly eco­
nomical, if and when it became a reality, Chibale said. 

"We're also targeting other enzymes in Mycobacterium tubercu­
losis in the search for new drugs against TB - this project is in col­
laboration with Glaxo Wellcome." 

Other areas of Dr Chibale's research include modulating multi­
drug resistance in cancer and reversing chloroquine resistance in 
malaria. 

Sleeping sickness was nearly destroyed 50 years ago but has re­
emerged in Africa, particularly in southern Sudan, northern Uganda 
and the Congo. The major reason cited is war. "When there is war 
in a region, the health system is the first thing to go," said Prof Hill 
during a recent visit to UCT. 

To treat the latter stages of sleeping sickness in Uganda, health 
workers are using a controversial, corrosive drug that erodes the 
inside of the vein into which it is injected. 
"It kills 5% to I 0% of those treated with it," explained Prof Hill. 
"But this is the only drug available here to treat advanced cases of 
the disease." 

The Times described the disease as "perhaps the most vivid 
example of the disconnection between the world's pharmaceutical 
giants and the fatal or debilitating diseases of the third world's 
poor". 

The illness is spread via the notorious tsetse fly. Initial symptoms 
are low fever, itchy joints, pain and lethargy. Weeks later the para­
site enters the brain and patients begin hallucinating or acting wildly. 

The skin becomes so sensitive that even a touch is painful. Only 
at the end do they become so lethargic that they can't look after 
themselves. Coma and death follow. 

The need for new, more economical, broad-based drugs to treat 
parasitic diseases such as sleeping sickness is vital. This highlights 
the importance of the duo's collaborative research. 

AIDS essay wins medal 

Source: Monday Paper on-line 

.An LLB student has become 
the first recipient of a 
memorial award established 
last year in the Centre for 
Contemporary Islam (CCI) 
for his essay on the effects of 
AIDS in the Muslim commu­
nity. 

Mr Abdul Kayum Ahmed 
won the Imam Abdullah 
Haron Memorial Medal and 
Award for his essay, The 
Impact of HIV/AIDS on the 
Muslim Community in the 
Western Cape. 

Student falls to his death 

Source: Die Matie 

A 19-year-old student from 
Elsenburg Agricutural 
College, Arnold du Toit, died 
of multiple wounds after he 
fell out of a tree behind a 

popular nightspot." Du Toit 
is said to have been trying to 
gain access into the pub, 
ahead of a large crowd, by 
climbing over the roof. 

.~:ttte· .~tn:ett I , . . . . . 
YOU'LL HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE 

YOU WITH 

.~i~fi._t:r ¢~JCt1 .. 
SLEEPINII BAliS F'ROM R 1 7 5 

BE PREPARED Adventure Gear & Clothing 
Peppergrove Mall 

Bong-Bong was once a pretty straight-laced clairvoyant. The fact 
that he was raised by a band of gypsies in exile didn't really 
leave him with as open a mind as you'd expect. But over the July 
vac he found himself exploring the more deviant side of the 
Cape-Town club scene. There he discovered a demon's realm of 
leather-clad nymphomaniacs addicted to the most marginalised 
sins of the flesh. It's fetish city, baby ... 

Gemini (22 May - 22 June) . 
Because of a penchant for body piercing, a friend who has embarked 
on an international campaign for deviant sex safety ropes you into 
her operation with promises of a jet-set lifestyle. Unfortunately it all 
comes to nothing when the airport security won't let you through 
because the metal detector keeps going "bleep". 

Cancer (23 June - 22 July) 
You dirty little coprophiliac you! This week, after a poorly disciplined 
gimp leaves little presents in countless spittoons, you find yourself 
craving induction to the port and sherry circuit because your excre­
mentally obsessed little mind can't let you sleep if there's dung to be 
had. Did you know that you die quicker of a lack of sleep than you 
do of starvation. 

Leo (24 July - 23 Aug) 
You will have to go and identify the body of a friend who was eaten 
by a police Alsatian. You find the black body-bags a tremendous turn­
on. You spend all your money on a new latex get-up and will have to 
resort to alternative forms of employment to get by. You resist arrest 
and are eaten by an Alsatian. 

Virgo (24 Aug - 23 Sept) 
As an LLB student you have to study the recent case of someone 
suing the airport for unnecessary cavity searches arising out of an 
incident with an errant metal detector. You find, much to your sur­
prise, that all that talk of heavy machinery turns you on. You lose 
your heart to a circular saw . . . literally. 

Libra (24 Sept - 23 Oct) 
Your digsmate dies of sleep deprivation, of course you worry about 
where the rent's going to come from, but more than that, you find 
yourself liking the presence of a dead body. You keep the deaths a 
secret and place the cadaver in the bath where you visit it between 
lectures. It begins to stink and neighbourhood strays frequent your 
house. 

Scorpio (24 Oct - 23 Nov) 
You are gripped by a sudden fear of dogs because of two incidents 
involving three close friends of yours. You decide that Karma dictates 
that it would be best to join the SPCA. You discover that your 
friends were either publicly indecent or latex-clad prostitutes. In 
order to safe-guard your wavering morality you become a puritanical 
Calvinist. You cease to have fun of any description whatsoever. 

Sagittarius (23 Nov - 21 Dec) 
You are the most disgusting human being on the face of the earth. I 
can't even ~begin to describe your depravity. Gerbils nogal! Sies! 

Capricorn (22 Dec - 20 Jan) 
Your friend's house is plagued by a sudden influx of mongrels. 
Without understanding why you find yourself curiously drawn to 
their yapping. Having led a particularly repressed childhood, ~d hav­
ing never read "everything a boy/girl needs to know'', you find your­
self part of a strange orgiastic ritual. You wake up in hospital with 
multiple bite-marks. 



RESULTS 6TH JUNE- lOTH JULY 2000 

SQUASH 
3-7/7/ SASSU NATIONAL INSITUTIONAL TOURNA­
MENT AT CAPE TECHNIKON IN CAPE TOWN. 
RHODES MEN: 
VS POTCH UNIVERSITY 
VS CAPE TECHNIKON 
VS WITS TECHNIKON 
VS ·· PRETORIA TECHNIKON 
VS MEDUNSA 
VS FREE STATE UNIVERSITY 
VS PRETORIA UNIVERSITY WON 
RHODES LADIES: 
VS UCT 
VS' PMB 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 

- VS 

vs vs 

WON 
LOST 
LOST 
WON 
WON 
WON 

15-9 
0-20 
5-18 
16-6 
20-0 
20-0 

l<r-f.4/7/ SA COUNTRY DISTRICTS TC)URNAMENT: 
I ST - "'KV(_AZULU NATAL 
2ND SOUTH.ERN GAUTENG A 
JRD EASTERN P-ROVINCE 

VOLLEYBALL 
17/6/ GOODYEAR TOURNAMENT: 
RHODES LADIES 
VS E.L. REBELS 
VS E.L. DCSA 
VS E.L. KNIGHTS 
VS UITENHAGE 

LOST 0-2 
WON 2-0 
WON 2-1 
LOST 1-2 

1-6/7/ SASSU WINTER GAMES HELD IN DURBAN: 

MEN 
FINAL STANDINGS: 
1ST GAUTENG 
2ND KWAZULU NATAL 
JRD WESTERN CAPE 
4TH EASTERN CAPE 

LADIES 
FINAL STANDINGS: 
I ST WESTERN CAPE 
2ND KWAZULU NATAL 
JRD GAUTENG 
4TH NORTH WEST 

JENNY KALI IN THE 

BASKETBALL 
1-6/7/ SASSU WINTER GAMES HELD IN DURBAN: 
MEN: 

FINAL POSITIONS: 
1ST GAUTENG 
2ND KWAZULU NATAL A 
JRD WETERN PROVINCE 
4TH KWAZULU NATAL B 

SURFING 
1-6/7/ SASSU NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL TOURNA­
MENT HELD AT CAPE ST FRANCIS 
1ST UCT 
5TH RHODES UNIVERSITY 

Tri-Varsity 2000 
By Mel Ridgway 

Yes, its that time of the year again. It's 
third term and its Trivarsity, the highlight 
of the year for Rhodes sportspersons and 
drinkers alike. This year it is the turn of 
the University of Port Elizabeth to host 
the event. 

The "Friendly City" will be welcoming 
Rhodents with open arms on the 4th and 
5th of August. However the festivities 
kick off with the Trivarsity ball on 
Wednesday the 2nd, where the presti­
gious sports personality of the year prize 
will be awarded. 

With the events being held on enemy 
turf, Rhodes sportsmen and women are 
going to need plenty of support defending 
titles and trying to secure new ones. In 
recent years, UPE and Rhodes have been 
joined by Fort Hare University. 
Unfortunately UFH have been unable to 
participate this year but Vista University in 

UPE sports 
cornplex 

PE is sending a couple of teams to par­
ticipate, so it will be interesting to see 
how they do. 

Opposite is a map to help you find 
your way to all the different sports 
events. Now getting lost is no longer an 
option. Be there or be .. . 

The last time the Rhodes I st XI/ won 
in fact was back in 1993 when they 
defeated UPE 20-15. Here is a brief his­
tory of the clashes between the two 
sides. 

Year 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 

Winner 
RU 20-15 
UPE 20- 18 
UPE 29-15 
UPE 41-14 
UPE 12-5 
UPE 37- 10 
UPE 19-6 
(RU ?) 

Venue: 
RU 
UPE 
RU 
UPE 
RU 
UPE 
RU 
UPE 

- 1] 1] -

BRIEFS 
SQUASH - SASSU - The 
Rhodes men's team won the 
B section, beating their 
Pretoria counterparts in the 
final and thus qualifing to 
enter the A Section next 
year. 

HOCKEY - SASSU - The 
Rhodes Men's side beat UCT 
in the playoff for Jrd and 4th 
position, finishing Jrd over­
all. Stellenbosch won both 
the men's and the ladies tro­
phies. The Rhodes ladies 
team ended off 8th out of 8 
institutions. 

SOCCER - SASSU Winter 
Games - The Eastern Cape 
mens side were the eventual 
winners due to Kwazulu 
Natal being disqualified as 
they played 2 non student 
players in their t eam. Gareth 
'the wall' Cowden played a 
major role in helping the 
Eastern Cape team to victo-

ry due to his very impressive 
performance as goal keeper. 

RUGBY - World Cup winning 
coach Rod Macqueen plans 
to quit at the end of 200 I to 
allow the new Wallaby coach 
t o have enough time to pre­
pare a team for the defence 
of Australia's world crown in 
2003. 

RUGBY - De Wet Barry and 
Aust ralian flanker David 
Wilson could be in hot water 
after being cited by David 
Grey, the independent citing 
commissioner, for behaviour 
in the Saturday's Tri-Nations 
test match. South Africa lost 
the match 26-6. 

CRICKET - India, the results 
of the nationwide. raids 
against cricketers, bookies 
and officials of the game are 
soon to be unveiled in 
Parliament. 



Unequal 
playing fields 

Crowds flock to see them, but what is the real attraction of women in sport? 
By Gregory Hacksley 

The 20th century has seen a lot achieved in terms of the liberation 
of women and the establishment of women's rights. Across the 
world women are increasingly being regarded as equal to, if not 
better than men in all disciplines. However on playing surfaces and 
in gyms around the world, women are still being evaluated more in 
terms of their looks than their performance. 

In most newspapers and magazines around the women who earn 
the most column space are still those who are deemed most attrac­
tive by male sports editors. Examples of this abound. For every pic­
ture of Lindsay Davenport there were 20 of Anna Kournikova. 

Duncan MacKay in an article in The Mall and Gaurdian, dated 9 
July 1999, notes that "the most photographed female athlete in the 
United States at the moment is not Marion Jones", who will 
embrace immortality should she win five Olympi_c gold medals in 
Sydney, "but" the fairly average and unspectacular ':Amy Acuff." 
Why? Because the I ,85m blonde, part-time model has taken to 
competing 1n a "series of eye-catching outrageous outfits, which 
include a grey fur tube top and black 
briefs." Her life goals though are as 
revealing as her clothes. She is not 
aiming to win an Olympic gold 
medal but to work on the 
Sports Illustrated swimsuit 
edition, "because people get 
a lot of attention for that". 

It is a situat ion that 
annoys and saddens author 
and former US athlete 
Mariah Burton Nelson, who 
has written a book entitled 
The Stronger Women get the 
More Men Love Football. In it 
she bewails what she claims to 
be the media's "systematic neg­
lect of female sport." Burton says 
that girls reading the sports pages 
find so little with which to identi­
fy that they think that women 
do not compete. She also notes 
that at best the media minimises 
female sport and, at worst, 
ignores it. It argues that the 
coverage of sport is one of 
the last areas of male domi­
nance. "Nowhere are 
women as under-repre­
sented as they are in the 
sports pages, and 
nowhere are women so 
systematically thrust into 
feminine, sexual roles." 

Professor Margaret 
Talbot, head of sport at 
Leeds Metropolitan 
University, claims the 
portrayal of women's 
sport has long been con­
ditional on them looking 
like girls. "There seems 
to be an unease about 
seeing women achieving 
and striving," she says. 
"Women are expected 
to conform to a strong 
feminine stereotype. 
Swimmers fall within 
acceptable female behav­
iour, whereas female soc­
cer is always seen as an 
inferior version to male 
football. None of which" 
she notes "corresponds 
with reality." Talbot 
further points out 
that "There is plenty 
of evidence to 
show many peo-
ple prefer female 
tennis." 
Although the 
All-England 
club st ill 
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refuses to pay women equal P.rize money, statistics show television 
viewers around the world have been watching them more than the 
men in eight of the last nine tennis majors. Last year the American 
cable channel HBO has devoted an unprecedented 70% of its cov­
erage to women. One of the major reasons for this is that women 
tennis players are playing more attractive tennis than their male 
counterparts who's game, in many cases can be reduced to fast 
serves and back line returns. However, despite the above Talbot 
seems to ignore the fact that in many cases it is the bums of the 
female athletes that are responsible for putting spectators bums on 
seats. Men have been known to lie on the floor to try and get a bet­
ter view of Kournikova's rear, a situation not repeated by their 
female counterparts during mens games. 

MacKay notes that three-times Wimbledon champion Chris 
Evert, believes that the projection of engaging role models such as 
Kournikova as female icons is actually good for the sport. "Girls" 
Evert states "now want to grow up and be athletes." Evert explains 
this by saying "There are attractive, appealing girls out there and 

now they realise that it's okay to run around and sweat and be 
tough. Twenty years ago it was frowned upon and wasn't femi­
nine." 

Kournikova, however has sponsorship deals that far out­
weigh her relative strength as a player. At last years French 
Open, she was burdened down by deals from Adidas and 
the like - yet in the end she was not even seeded. Hardly 
surprising, all in all , as she is only ranked 20th in the world. 
Incidently the 20th man,when last I checked was Francisco 
Clavet of Spain. Who? Exactly! 

The search for greater achievement and more power has 
resulted in many women shedding their feminine appeal 
for bigger forearms and shoulders, something that has left 
marketers increasingly worried as the unique selling 
points of grace and skill are being compromised. They 
have long reckoned the biggest asset in women's tennis 

is its looks. Martina Hingis' sulky smile, Steffi Grafs 
legs, any aspect of Anna Kournikova - these are the 

things that shift units. However the transmorgifi­
cation of Olive Oil into Pop-eye does not hold 
the same appeal, even in the form of 

Wimbledon winners Venus and Serena 
Williams, who in press reports are claimed to 
be built more like rugby lock-forwards, than 
traditional tennis players. Even Mary Pierce 
has come under fire for developing a pair of 
"Sylvester Stallone forearms". Yet Pierce's 
game has definitely improved from her 
hours in the gym. Unfortunately this is not 
always the focal point. 

According to MacKay "the best place 
to measure how far women's sport has 
come will be at the Sydney Olympics, 
where more than a third of the com­
petitors are set to be female." As he 
notes "women first clawed their way 
into the Games in 1900, then hung on 
by their fingernails as attempts were 
made to dislodge them." Now the 
owners of those fingernails -- polished 
and painted -- are splashed across tele­

vision and in photo spreads around the 
world. 

Women are increasingly gaining more 
recognition. Countries now rely on 
female athletes to boost their medal 

count, a virtual about turn from the past. In 
1928 a New York Times article said it was 
"important that our girl athletes give us some 
help in the Olympics, instead of proving the 
handicap they appear to be at this moment". 

But as MacKay notes "women still have a 
long way to go", a point illustrated by Joan 

Benoit's victory in the 1984 Olympics. 
After winning the inaugural women's 
Olympic marathon, the first question she 
was asked was not how she felt when 
she entered the Olympic stadium, but 

whether she was aware her bra strap was 
showing during the race. 

Like the marathon, MacKay states "the 
race for women to gain acceptance for what 
they do rather than for who they are looks like 

being a long one." 
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Dr Costa Gazi 
My name is Costa Gazi. My parents were Greek and I was born in Krugersdorp. I grew up in a tearoom they ran and 
then went to Wits to study medicine. 
I eventually qualified in 1962 but not before I became conscious of the enormous inequalities imposed by the apartheid 
system. The humiliations facing the black students and patients were painful to me and I began to act against the 
established order. Sharpeville 21 March, 1960, was the turning point for me and many others because it became clear 
that only force would dislodge the apartheid system and I joined the illegal Communist Party of South Africa. 
I was soon in trouble and got dismissed from two hospitals for 'political' reasons. In July, 1964, 'I was jailed and spent the 
next two years in jail, followed by a 5-year banning order. I left on an exit permit and spent 22 years in exile in Britain. 
During that time I became a public health specialist and concentrated on communicable diseases and environmental 
'health. 
I returned in 1993 to stand in the elections and then to teach community health at UNITRA's Medical School. I was 
transferred to East London in 1996 to become the Head of the Public Health Department at Cecilia Makiwane 
Hospital. 
By then HIV/AIDS was rearing its ugly head and by 1997 I was being critical of the government for not providing AZT 
to HIV positive pregnant mothers to protect their babies. Reports were plentiful that showed a very significant reduc­
tion in the number of babies protected - anything up to 80% with certain drug regimes. 
Since then, the Government has used every excuse in the book to deny that there was a serious epidemic and to keep 
all antiretroviral drugs - especially AZT_ and neviropine - out of the public health service. I came to realise that the 
essential reason was to serve the macro-economic policy of the government and to stealthily privatise the public health 
services. 
That campaign will continue until the government relents its obfuscation and delay, admits that jt was wrong to deny 
effective treatments to serve the 80% of people who rely on the public health sector and offers the affordable treat­
ments that our rich country can easily provide. 

Kevin Kelly 

RIIODES UNIV'ERSITY 

DEBATING SOCIETY 

HIV/AIDS and the South 
African Government 

Panel Discussion 

Thursday 3 August 

4pm 

Eden Grove Red Lecture 
theatre 

Kevin Kelly has been involved in the AIDS field for over I 0 years, since attending the Maputo Conference in 1990, which 
was a meeting with the ANC in exile, about health development in South Africa. AIDS was a key theme at this confer­
ence. Following this conference he initiated the Grahamstown AIDS Forum, launched in 1990 under the banner of the 
National Primary Progressive Health Care Network AIDS Programme. He has been involved as a counsellor, community 
worker and researcher in the field since then. Latterly he has been working as a research consultant for the Department 
of Health "Beyond Awareness" Campaign. In thi~ capacity he has done research on media campaigns conducted by 
Beyond Awareness and on the Youth Leadership Programme which Beyond Awareness has initiated in tertiary institu­
tions to mobilise against AIDS. He has recently completed a study of youth response to AIDS in six sites spread across 
South Africa, the results of which were presented at the recent World AIDS Conference in Durban. Kevin is involved in 
a number of ongoing AIDS research projects and is a founder member of a new national NGO called CADRE (Centre for 
Aids Development, Research and Evaluation), a branch of which will open in Grahamstown in January 200 I, under the 
auspices of the Institute for Social and Economic Research. 

Dr Robert Shell 
Dr'Robert Shell is the director of the Population Research Unit and senior lecturer in the department of History at 
Rhodes University's East London Campus. He has been heavily involved in the study of the demographic impact of 
HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa. He has presented papers on HIV/AIDS to the United States House Select Committee 
on International relations and the Committee on African affairs, as well as addresses at conferences in South Africa. 
Among other papers, Dr Shell has made a presentation to the Demographic Association of South Africa (DEMSA). annu­
al conference on the transmission vectors of HIV/AIDS in Region A of the Eastern Cape. Dr Shell highlighted the "Trojan 
Horse" element at military bases in Sub-Saharan Africa at the South African military academy in 1999. He also present­
ed papers and conducted workshops on the epidemic at the prestigious American universities of Princeton and 
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