
Cell phone, scammers be warned 
by Maire Bonheim · 

hodes University students are making false statements to 
the police under oath in order to gain free cell phone 
upgrades. 

Grahamstown Police Inspector Milanda Coetzer said students try 
to gain new cell phones by attaining an affidavit stating that their pre­
vious phone was stolen or broken. This allows them to claim a 
newer model from insurance companies. "A person will spoil their 
cell phone, by dropping it in the toilet or driving over it for example, 
and then get a quote to say it's unfixable," said Coetzer. "The insur­
ance companies lose out and the cellphone companies win. 

"We had a student call to report his phone as stolen," she said, "A 
policeman went to investigate and found the cell under his car se;1t." 
Another two incidents occurred where students swore that their 
phones had been stolen, one allegedly at the Rat and Parrot and the 
other at Friar Tuck's. However Coetzer said police investigation 
showed that carelessness and negligence had resulted in the phones 
being lost, resulting in false reports of theft being made. 

She warned that if another such case should come to the police's 
attention, the perpetrator would be charged with perjury and taken 
to court. A first time offender would most probably receive a fine, 
but there is a possibility of being imprisoned. Apart from this, the 
guilty party would incur a criminal record for making a false and 
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fraudulent statement. 
"This could have far-reaching effects . It counts against you when 

applying for a job," said Coetzer. 
Coetzer said that the police are very worried about the large 

number of incidents. This month 42 cases have been reported , 22 
more than were reported in the same month last year. 

She said that making false statements regarding cell phones was 
not unique to Grahamstown, but added that "here it is easier to pick 
up and trace." 

The scam was brought to police's attention after they spoke to 
several insurance brokers, who gave information based on reports 
from cell phone repair companies. 
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Virus bypasses IT 
by Paul Page 

he computer virus that struck Rhodes 
University two weeks ago caused chaos 
on campus and caught the IT division 

by surprise. Many students preparing for the 
end of term and putting the .finishipg tQuche,s on· . 
their work have lost files, whith hive become · 
corrupt due to the virus. 

On the I I August 2003 a warning went out 
that the "Blaster" worm had been released onto 
the intern~t . In response the Rhodes firewall , a 
program which prevents virus infection, was 
updated in order to prevent the worm from 
entering the network. Just after 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday 19 August the Rhodes network col­
lapsed. Initially the IT department thought the 
problems might be hardware related although 
this w as not the case. 

The original diagnosis was that the "Blaster" 
worm had infected the network and the depart­
ment began to solve the problem accordingly. 
However their diagnosis was incorrect and this 
led them to a dead end in terms of restoring the 
network. They realised that the symptoms of 
the infection did not meet the characteristic 
symptoms of the "blaster worm". Certain areas 
of the network were isolated in order to 
restore critical systems and services until a 
proper diagnosis of the crisis was made. An 
additional firewall was created to isolate ResNet 
which has many unattended and costly machines 
connected to it. 

During the firewall re-configuration a mistake 
was made and went unnoticed by the depart­
ment for half an hour. T his opening in the net­
work allowed a secondary infection of the 

"Blaster" worm to enter the system along with 
other infections. These worms then began to 
start up and run a-muck in the system. A final 
diagnosis was made and it appeared that the 
epidemic that hit the campus was due to the 
virus known as the "Welchia" worm. This virus 
affects unpatched Windows NT, 2000, XP and 
2003 installations. "It is absolutely essential that 
people who have not patched their machines do 
so immediately," said Jacot-Guillarmod director 
of the IT department. 

The cause of this outbreak was found by the 
firewall log. A lap-top PC was carrying the virus 
and when it was booted up and connected to 
the network the virus bypassed the firewall con­
figuration. "If it wasn't this machine then it 
would have been.another," said Jacot Jacot-

Guillarmod, "no fingers can be pointed." 
In order for you to see if your PC is infected 

visit http://worm.ru.ac.za/. If your PC is on the 
list then go to PC Support where you can get a 
CD and a list of instructions as how to repair 
Y()Ur machine. These instructions can also be 
found on http://software.ru.ac.za/. 

. The IT Division has said that they will take a 
more "pro-active" stance about upgrading PC 
software on the network regardless of whether 
the PC is owned privately by an individual. In his 
email to the TopList-L listserv Jacot-Guillarmod 
said that measures to do this will be investigated 
apd implemented. 

He also mentioned in his email that no infor­
mation has been lost and that it is just an aggra­
vation to students doing. work. 1111 

RSO 000 damage ·done to cinema screen at Roxbury 

-SPECIAL· 

by Maire Bonheim 

Offensive and destructive graffiti 
scrawled in a cinema at the 
Roxbury has resulted in over 
RSO 000 in damages. 

Discovered on 21 August by 
Roxbury owner Johnny Kluivers, 
graffiti scribbled near the bottom 
of the cinema screen reads: "Eat 
p#ssy." Permanent markers were 
used to damage both the screen 
and the seats. Kluivers said that the 
entire screen, which was import- · 
ed, would have to be replaced at 
the cost of about RSO 000. He said 
that he had reported the case to 
the police, and was "pretty pissed 
off. We find it pretty offensive." 

"Graffiti happens all over the 
show. We do have an idea of who 
did it and why they did it; but we 
would prefer to get further w ith 
investigations before commenting." 
Kluivers held that, while the 
Roxbury had been open for mo.re 
than four years, he had never be­
fore encountered an act of vandal ­
ism such as this, "not even on a 
toilet door." Kluivers said that the 
perpetrator probably bought a 
ticket to view a film and may have 
been the last to leave the cinema. 
He said that the cinema would be 
stepping up security measures to 
prevent any further damage. In a 
similar incident, obscene and racist 
graffiti was drawn on the wall sur-
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round ing a Rhodes University pro­
fessor's clearly noticeable house 
on High Street. Mathematics pro­
fessor Wesley Kotze was recently 
shocked to discover, on his wall, 
drawn images of naked male and 
female bodies, along with a violent 
and racist written message. 

Police Inspector Millanda 
Coetzer said that occurrences of 
this nature were rare in 
Grahamstown, although a problem 
had been noted pertaining to "a 
series of incidents that occurred 
during a fest some years ago." 

She confirmed that cases of 
malicious damage to property had 
been opened in connection with 
both incidents .. 1111 
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SAC booze binge? 
by Tarryn Gillitt 

The - Experience hit Grahamstown on Wednesday 20 August as a 
fundraiser for the new SRC. 

This very exclusive and underground event has left controversy in its 
wake. 

Allegations made against the SRC for holding back on the alcohol and · 
keeping it for themselves have been confirmed as false. 

Legal requirements 6f a liquor licence oblige the bar to close at mid­
night, but an extension to I am was granted upon request by the SRC. 
"We were told to close the bar and - told us to keep it," said an 
SRC member over the remaining alcohol. 

"We had to finish what was there but couldn't open new bottles," she 
said . The remaining cases of beer, cider and boxes of wine were then 
delivered to the SRC. office. 

The alcohol will be used for the SRC Ieaver's dinner and at the wei ­
. coming ceremony at the new SRC induction. 

The SRC was contacted by the - events organisers and the party 
was thrown on condition that they gave the SRC a donation. The -
Experience is presently happening on ten campuses around the country. 

Tickets were given out randomly by the SRC. One student commented , 
"It was just luck [if you got t ickets] ." 

Those that did benefit from luck described the experience as " fabulous" 
and "very successful". 

"The music w as aw esome, there . w as something for all tastes," said 
Nicole Barbeau, a student who attended the party. Grahamstown partied 
in true style, allegedly leaving the bathrooms "obliterated", said 'Skank' 
who w as working at the bar. 

-cigarettes were freely distributed among guests. "What .better 
way to advertise than in a small town where there are people from every­
where?" said Zoe Efstratiou, who also attended. 

Peter has recently followed suit, coming to Grahamstown 
on Friday 22 August to sign people that would be interested in attending 

their events. 
While no party is yet on t he scene for Grahamstown, much interest 

was generated and students can look forward to these events around the 
rest of the country. 1111 

Wrongfully arrested student 
finally gets compensation 

by Natasha Boddy and Jacqueline Lazic 

A 21-year old Fine Arts student at Rhodes University has settled for a 
compensation payment of RSOOO after having been "wrongfully arrested" 
almost a year ago. 

guys had managed to smuggle a cell phone in and we were able to call our 
friends and find out what was going to happen to us." Theron also claims 
that the prisoners were not given any food, w ater or toilet paper during 
the 13 hours which they spent in the cell and furthermore that, "It was 
incredibly difficult to get their (the guards) attention. If I was a cliabetic, I 
probably would have died." Jean Jacques Theron, a second year student, was at the Rat and Parrot 

on a Friday night after boat races in September 2002. He claims that after 
a group of police officers from the Grahamstown police force raided the 
Rat and told everyone to get outside, he was searched and he and his 
friend Rex were subsequently, "chucked in the back of the (police) van." 

Upon arriving at the police station, the arrested students were told to 
fi ll out various forms. Theron alleges that they were not permitted to 
read the forms before signing, neither were they allowed to co,ntact a 
lawyer. Furthermore, on asking whether or not the police were going to 
take a breathalyser test, Theron was apparently told , "No, we're just 
going to say you were drunk." Yet Theron maintains that he had only had 
two beers. 

The.ron and his friend were released the following morning, after being 
told by the police officers involved that they would have to pay a RSO 
admission-of- guilt fine. Theron, "very angry and hungry", allegedly 
refused . His lawyer, Mr N Boreman, managed to get the fine removed 
and has subsequently written a number of letters to the Minister of 
Justice, Penuell Maduna, complaining about Theron's alleged mistreatment 
and wrongful arrest. Because of this, the matter did not go to court and 
Boreman managed to negotiate a settlement of RSOOO for Theron, which 
at this time, he has not received . 

After having been officially charged with being "drunk on a licensed 
premise," Theron and his friend were put in a cell with eight other men. 
They were told they would be released in four hours and were reported­
ly not given the right to a phone call. Theron alleges that, "One of the 

Theron comments, "My arrest was about a power trip. The police 
were trying to show their authority over the students. The more you try 
reason with them, the more they try to shove you in your place." 
Millanda Coetzer, Inspector at the Grahamstown SAPS, was unable to 
comment as the case is still in the process of being finalised by their legal 
attorney, Advocate Buller. 1111 

The morning after the madness 
·by Megan Cooper and Kate Humphreys 

Sister Sheil Ia Sibutha, of the Rhodes University 
Sanatorium, is often woken by panicked phone 
calls from students req'uesting the Emergency 
Contraceptive Pill (ECP). 

Known informally as 'the morning after pill', 
the ECP if taken within 72 hours of having 
unprotected sex drastically reduces chances of 
falling pregnant. 

Administered in two doses, 12 hours apart, 
the relative simplicity of th is contraceptive 
seems to be the source of its appeal to stu­
dents. 

Offered free of charge at the campus 
Sanatorium it is described by Sister Sibutha as 
being dangerously "used and abused". The ECP 
may appear to be a 'quick fix' but the long-term 
consequences of regular use are often over­
looked. 

The 'pills' alteration of the body's natural hor­
monal cycle can lead to nausea, vomiting, 
fatigue, headaches, irregular bleeding and, most 
dire, permanent loss of fertility. 

These dangers are the motive behind the 
sanatorium's policy of allowing prescription on 
only two occasions per student. 

Sister Sibutha's disturbing accounts of consul­
tations with girls "who were too drunk to even 
remember whether or not they had sex" make 
the link between alcohol abuse and unprotected 
sex terrifyingly clear. 

When questioned 'as to whether the 
University could do more to curb this danger­
ous trend, Sister Sibutha was adamant that the 
blame lies w ith the students. "I think it is the 
students themselves who need to take responsi­
bility for their actions" . 

Whilst offering 85% protection against preg­
nancy, the ECP offers absolutely no barrier 
against sexually transmitted infections (STis). 

With a national HIV infection rate of 20. 1 %, 
according to the joint United Nations Program 
on HIV/AIDS, the consequences of unprotected 
sex are far more severe than an unwanted preg-

. nancy. 
An interview with Sister Veronica Ntanjana of 

the Grahamstown Anglo-African Street Clinic 
revealed that the habitual use of the ECP is far 
more prevalent on campus than in town. 

She estimated that she only needed to pre­
scribe the ECP on average of eight cases per 
month. 

In addition she noted that despite the cli(lic's 
policy of "motivate and educate, students will 
always be students". Lack of education does not 
appear to be the decisive factor. 

The Rbodes University Sanatorium plans to 
run a series of workshops in residences next 
year during Orientation Week in an attempt to 
promote awareness - ever committed to stem-
ming the tide of student irresponsibility. 1111 · 
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Date rape danger 
by Sarah Duffett 

he dilemma is this : tell the public about the date rape drugs 
that are available and run the risk of educating some diaboli­
cal person who might take the information and use it for 

some disgusting deed. Or, enlighten the public about the belief that 
most date rapes occur because of too much alcohol and run the risk 
of advocating .a lack of awareness regarding their drinking habits. But 
either way there is a problem that. exists which needs to be 
addressed: rape. . 

According to Kirsty Hunter, Gender and HIV counsellor for the 
SRC, "It is not an official problem [at Rhodes] but national statistics 
say that one in four people are raped". 

As she so aptly asked, "What makes Rhodes students exempt 
from these figures?" Take that statistic and apply it to Rhodes cam­
pus: one ir:l four of about 5 000 students makes a possible I 250 rape 
victims . Take the condensed setting of a campus, add the higi;J drink­
ing rate for which this one has become notorious and the multiple 
rumours that circulate and you are left with little doubt that rape 
does occur right beneath our very noses. According to Hunter, rapes 
[at Rhodes] had been reported "up until the end of second term". 
Not to create mass hysteria •. as was suggested by someone in the 
upper echelons of the Rhodes community, but this is something one 
needs. to think seriously about if not usually careful about protecting 
one's drinks. 

But why are there no camRaigns driven by the university to. warn 
students of this disturbing possibility? Perhaps the powers that be do 
not believe it. is a problem. "In the thirteen years that I have been 
working here, I have only had two cases reported to me," said Dr 
·Motara, Dean of Students. Furthermore, he said that no rapes had 
been reported to his office in the past two years, although he did say 
that they could have been reported elsewhere, such as the 
Counselling Centre. 

Whatever the university's stance, rumours abound about the 
prevalence of rape on campus . It is often heard that certain functions 
put something in their punch to guarantee fast and furious states of 

unwellness. Most often this 'something' is the myth of eye drops. 
Myth does not mean that it is a falsity, but in most cases there is 
nothing to fear from eye-drops because, according to pharmacists at 
RET Butler's and Grahamstown Pharmacy, off the shelf eye-products 
should have no side effects that would render one helpless enough 
to be raped. However, neither elaborated on the fact that there are 
certain prescription eye products that can have very serious side 
effects, even to the point of being lethal. This is due to the presnes 
of a substance called Atropine. 

Atropine is a belladonna alkaloid and although it can act as an anti­
dote to poisoning from certain substances, it can also cause fatalities 
when ingested in even modest amounts. If you have ever taken 

drinks? Two Grahamstown drug dealers affirmed that they did not 
have any date rape drugs to sell and did not know where to find any 
in Grahamstown. This supports the statement made by Inspector 
Coetzer of the Grahamstown Police Department, who said the 
Department has found that in most instances, those reported cases 
of spiked drinks that had resulted in rape, had occurred after 
encounters with people from outside Grahamstown. 

Should the bars themselves then be held responsible for allowing 
people to get so out of control? To their credit, there does seem to 
be a prevailing sense of concern for their patrons. Harry Tyson, man­
ager of the Rat and Parrot, said that although there is no conscious 
decision made between the bartenders there, patrons are generally 

moonflowers recreationally, you will be aware of 
the effects of diluted doses of the drug, as the 
effects are pretty similar. As explained by one 
2nd year BA student, who declined to be named: 
"It is not particularly hallucinogenic, it is more a 
complete loss of bodily control , to the extent of 
not b.eing able to produce saliva. It is like being in 
a dream state, where you find yourself unable to 

Is anything actually 
being slipp,ed into 
people's drinks? 

their friends and regulars. Plus anything and any 
person that seems unusual is easily noticeable 
and when possible, watched. "We have never 
had any reports of drugs being put into people's 
drinks," he said, "If it has happened, they would 
probably only have felt it after they had [left the 
Rat and] gone to somewhere else." 

wake up. During some of your more conscious moments you are 
aware of what is going on around you, but otherwise there is a com­
plete memory blank." In its pure form, Atropine is very difficult to 
get hold of. According to RET Butler's pharmacists, doctors' pre­
scriptions for serious eye problems, an operation, or a serious case· 
of dog poisoning are needed before one can receive any of it. But 
there still remains no excuse for reckless ignorance about receiving 
open drinks from dodgy characters. 

Noelle Liszkay, a 3rd year BA student, described her experiance of 
having her drink spiked during her first year at Rhodes: " I went out 
perfectly sober and after one drink, felt ilS if I had had twenty. Within 
a few minutes my friends had to walk me home. I am thankful that I 
had friends there with me __: who knows what would have happened 
if I had been alone." 

Having dispelled the rumour of everyday eye-drc;>ps having such 
dire side effects, is anything actually being slipped into people's 

Shane Ward, manager of Friar. Tuck's, said 
that their four bouncers watch out·for any instances of harassment. 
"If a girl is unhappy in any way, the harasser is thrown out immedi­
ately, no questions asked." As for girls being too drunk to stand, he 
said that the normal procedure is to take the girl outside and find 
friends to take her home. 

Spiked drinks, date rape, and raucous i11toxication: people whose 
eyes are closed to the possibility of their being next are simply play­
ing a very dangerous game. 

If ignorance is bliss, rape is like a sunny stroll -it is glaringly obvious 
this analogy does not work. If we continue to live like ostriches with 
our heads in the ground, leaving drinks unattended, drinking our~ 
selves into comas before walking home alone and taking the oft used 
Aids stance "it won't happen to me", then we might as well knock 
;:,urselves unconscious with a large hammer, in the presence of a 
serial rapist. Iii! 
• additional research by Amy Maas and C.layton Swannepoel 
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What black South Africans REALLY 
think of black Zimbabweans 
by Milisa Bongela and Olerato Moreosele (both South African 
students) 

e need to change our attitudes. People always seem to 
find a way to bring race or cultural difference to the fore­
front in times of crisis. This became more evident after 

the untimely death of Boitumelo Manyadioane earlier this year. 
Beneath the murmur of mourning that pervaded campus, some black 
South Africans harboured feelings of resentment towards 
Zimbabweans, simply because her boyfriend was Zimbabwean. 

Even before this, such feelings were evident. 
A fight broke out a few months ago at a local club between two 

' men. Initially, the fight was nothing out of the ordinary- a minor dis­
pute but then the dangerous combination of alcohol and testos­
terone took its toll, the scene turned ugly when other people 
became involved and took sides. Bystanders fueled the fire,by shout­
ing bigoted and racial remarks at each other because the respective 
'heroes' were of South African and Zimbabwean nationalities. 
Inverted commas because no one who acts as a catalyst for racism 
can be termed a hero. 

These incidents epitomize the subtle day-to-day tension that sim­
mers underneath the seemingly amiable relations between some 
black South Africans and black Zimbabweans. 

Many South Africans claim to have been raised with the notion 
that foreign black people whose skins are of a darker tone are to be 
shunned, referring to t~em in derogatory terms like 
'amaKweKwere'. They also see themselves a~ better than 
Zimbabweans, affording black, white and coloured people from 
neighbouring countries li ke Swaziland, Lesotho and Botswana a lot 
more than just tolerance. Preposterous isn't it? 

There a·re a substantial number of mixed couples on campus -
mixed meaning people from different countries, particularly between 
black Zimbabwean men and black South African women. You might 
have noticed that it is seldom the other way round . When asked why 
SA men do not opt for Zim women, one male South African who 

declined to be named said, "They think they are ~o good for us, 
even though our girls are much better. They also don't smell as good 
as our girls." This offensive attitude is not unique to Rhodes 
University. Nationwide, South Africans are under the ignorant 
impression that Zimbabweans smell of sweat ant this perpetuates 
their reluctance to build relationships with them. 

This outlook is a major source of contentious debate. South 
African women on this campus seem to be more tolerant of 
Zimbabwean men than their male counterparts. Shenaaz Danka, a 
first year South African student whose boyfriend is from Zimbabwe 
said , "Zim guys are much more polite and they have manners and 
etiquette. They are also in touch with their feminine side, not to say 
that they have feminine tendencies." A first year Swazi student, 
Tibuyile Sigudla, agrees that Zim men are more down to earth than 
South African guys. 
. What is even more puzzling is the subtle tension between SA and 
Zim women on campus. BPharm I student Chenayimoyo Mandimika 
said that Zimbabwean and SA girls only put up with each other 
because they have to. Tanith-Leigh Grant, a second year BSocSci stu­
dent from Zimbabwe supported this by revealing that she has picked 
up negative vibes among the ,black girls in her residence. "A lot of the 
black Zimbabwean girls are my friends and they have told me about 
feeling discriminated against purely because they are Zimbabwean." 

Language seems to be a major contributing factor to the attitudes 
expressed by both ethnic groups in building friendships with one 
another. South Africans rarely refer to people from Lesotho and 
Botswana as foreign because they identify with their languages. 
Mandimika says that Shena students tend to speak their mother 
tongue a lot more here than in Zifl:'babwe as a form of vengeance 
against their SA counterparts. She maintains that it is rarely ever 
done to conceal nasty remarks. 

On the day that Boitumelo Manyadioane's death was announced, 
several South African women said that they felt threatened by 
Zimbabwean men, even though the murderer could have been any­
one. BA I student, Tsholofelo Motseke* refused to let her 

Zimbabwean boyfriend of three months into her res room when she 
found out, confiding in-a few friends that she_was afraid of being 
alone with him. " I do admit that the fact that he was Z imbabwean ' 
had something to do with my fear, but I was actually weary of all 
guys -whether they were South African, American or British, " she 
says. 

Another South African woman, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
ended her relationship with her Zimbabwean boyfriend because of 
fear and pressure from her parents. How are we supposed to 
respond to such inane behaviour? It is understandable that we come 
from different cultural backgrounds, but the manner in which we are 
carrying on makes us as good, or rather, as bad as the architects of 
Apartheid . 

Kokeletso Serame* , a BAccI student also says that the killing 
awakened the prejudices that lay dormant within her, " I tolerate 
them but I became angry during that Tumi incident. All I could think 
of was how a Zimbabwean was the cause of it all . I wouldn'.t get into 
a relationship with them, the most I can do is just hang out with 
them." Sascha-Lee Neala, BComm (IS) II is a Swazi student who was 
appalled by the attitudes expressed by some of the South African 
students at the time. She still remembers how the South African guys 
were going around making "silly comments like 'Now you know to 
stick with us and stay away from those dangerous Zimbabweans'". It 
turns out that some South Africans felt the same way as Neala. 
When asked about his feelings towards Zimbabweans, Thabo Letlaka 
promptly replied, "I have no problems with them whatsoever, they 
are just like us and some of them are really beautiful." 

It seems apparent that Apartheid's entrenched ideology of cultural 
discrimination has gone beyond blacks and whites, worming its way 
into the relations of black people in Africa. It is pitiful to admit that 
before we came to Rhodes, our thoughts were governed by the 
same prejudices. The white people from both countries don't seem 
to share the antagonism that separates us, so what is our problem? 
Hasn't the struggle gone on long enough? We need to change our 
attitudes and tolerance alone is not enough.ll 
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;T·he ·au·bba what? 
' . 

·by Jacqueline Toulson 

hey suck so badly, not even a slightly interesting article could 
save ... The Bubba Hoonks. O r so they seem to want-you to 
think, having named their band after a toilet plunger and dis-

. playing that emblem proudly on every poster. But Neil (vocals and 
guitar), Chris (bass guitar), Andrew (guitar) and Jordan (drums) have 
come a long way in a very short time. 
. Their first gig, opening for Fuzigish on the. 29th of May this year, 
was organised before they even existed. The Live Music Society told 
th,e friends that they could .play the .gig if they could put a set togeth­
er in three weeks, which they gladly did. With such a short time 
available to them they had to · make a decision very quickly- go the 
·easy'wq.y and piay an opening cover set or just work at it and pull off 
~ri · a:-vesorne original set? The answer- they have yet to play a cover 
or:l'stage;. 
'\. ,T·i'i~y· now· count that gig as one of their best and have since 

·P.I~y~:d with th.e i'ikes of Eve'n ,Me, Cypher, Kombat Fudge, The 
'finRelsti~ns, Slinky D, Sonar from East London and Regatta 69 from . 
:t~~ ~BSA. · 
.... Wheri asked what kind of music they plq.y,· Neil ; the group's song­
'W.r,iter:;'answered with the rather complicated retort ·of "a kind of 
'emo slash punk". But no hardcorepunk; they reckon that they "have 
·'i(pu~·k song here and there", but definitely more emo. Andrew, 
knci,;..,n to ,all a5 'M.ackers', pipes up that they have a kind of Brit vibe, 
but it is Chris (known as "Mini" and insistent that it is not because he 
is under-endowed) who comes up with the final description: 

basically watered-down punk rock without a sense of humour. 
Those of you who have been to a Bubba Hoonks gig before, 

would easily recognise the words "Your Mom's Cucumber". This is 
their most-talked about song and the closest to a cover song they 
will probably get. According to Neil it is a "slight adaptation" of La 
Bamba and shows ~he exact opposite of a lack of a sense of humour. 
It is the song most likely to inspire a PG 16 .label on their first album 
cover. 

And that first album is not far off -by the time you read this they 
will have started recording their first demo, most likely the song 
"Wanting You", which they say is their most popular and would 
probably do the best on radio. Other songs include "Balls" (after 
Simon, their manager) and the slower "Hands Tied". 

As soon as the question of their influences is asked there is a 
loud, unified and very sarcastic cry of "The Finkelstiens!" (and the 
same cry at every mention of South African bands, favourite bands 
~nd sell-outs) . More seriously t hough; they have a w ide varietyof 
influences i,ncluding. PliJ.cebo, Blink 182 and Jimmy Eat World . They 

· hilVe their: personal taStes t<? bring to the mix as well, as Andrew 
rates 'Live as~ big infiLience on his guitar-work. Andrew, Chris and 
Neil poke fun at Jordan's love of classical music, to which Jordan 
responded : "So what's wrong with that? A bit of culture!" as well as 
various deleted expletives. ' 

Their South African influences include Boo!, who they would love 
to open for if they ever came to Grahamstown. They would also like 
to open for any other band that comes to Grahamstown as well as 
headline Ozzfest next year. 

.. 

The band's slightly more conservative goals, besides the record-
. ing of a demo, include playing in East London (Sonar invited them 

over after a. very successful gig on the 22nd of August) and doing a 
tour in December. After playing in Grahamstown neariy twice a 
week for the past month they feel they have exhausted the market 
and say that they would like to get out of Grahamstown as soon as 
possible. 

They are very appreciative to the Taphuis and to their neigh­
bours, who have had to put up with their practising all day, every 
day. They would like to play closer to campus, however, to reach 
audiences other than the usual Taphuis crowd. 

They do not have any big plans for the moment though and are 
scarcely looking past next term, but they do have positions available 
for any willing groupies (applications and other information about the 
band can be obtained by emailing Neil through the Live Music 
Society website). 

They ended off the interview by thanking the friends who have 
come to their gigs and divulging the secret of a good band: ttiey gel 
musically and as friends have a sense of humour that brings them 
together, but are all very serious when it comes to making good 
music. 

They invite all who are so inclined to check out their next gig 
(they hope to have a full set, as well as their first single, by the begin­
ning of next term) and have a taste of the Bubba Hoonk experience, 
which is to party until 3am and have an awesome time not soon to 
be forgotten. Their motto- BHMF! (Left as an exercise to the read­
er ... ) Ill 

Knowing your HIV Status gives you power 
Tests are accompanied by confidential pre and 

post-test counselling 
'0 

. F.ree testing at 
Counselling Centre on campus, 

Raphael Centre on Donl<in Street. 
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Making a 
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In the next edition . ybu 7 Ill fintt~~ew 

ideas, a new look ·and a ~.n,,ew ·edito-r • . 
Two years of this hav:e b \e:e.n .fun. 

_Hope you enjoyed it • 
. · What you could've found on this page 
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now was a review on· th(e Buckf·e ·ve·r 
Underground, .something on ·cypher a nd 

a review of Ba:d 'Bro·y .s 'II re.·. 
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arts and culture 

A tdlch Of cultured flair 
rJ.;?;i{~~?. : , i{i·t ': · 

by Olerato Moreosele~·,,;)/i'.. .f.:-,!' ' the concept was that of a 'taphuis' bar," elaborates Stevenson. 

I t feels urban, and ~ii~.1~''situation right by the oft:b:4s{four-way 
crossing at the Rho~.~s\Theatre, you can be forgivep {of momentarily 
thinking you are in a 'cii:y. Yet the Theatre Cafe's subtly urbane atmos­

phere offers you a chance to escape the apparent hustle and bustle. 
Some call it the 'Drama department coffee shop' for obvious reasons, 

and the idea of it being a hangout for arty farty drama queens -and kings­
deters them from patronage. Although the Cafe falls under the Drama 
department, it is by no means a place reserved for (a) Drama students 
and of course (b).Journalism students. 

~: · ·. Callur:l;i ;stev~jlson. Managing [)irector of the First Physical 
CR~,..w,,:.rN' -~~,:~nrl al~b one\~ifitkl~ two business' partners whose bright idea 

1 1 · · ~~ys th~t'~ll~ 'Tt1eatre Caftis ihtended to pr6vide a service 
to students, university personnel as well as townsfolk. "Most of the peo­
ple who have been here keep coming back. It's becoming popular," he 
adds. 

The idea for a coffee shop to liven up' the "dull , empty foyer" was first 
brought to' the theatre manage.inent committee in 1999. "What's more, 

Management welcomed the idea then but issues concerning start-up 
capital and the like led to the eventual opening of the Theatre Cafe three 
years later on 26 June, a day before the opening of the Arts Festival. 

The theme is really simple and subtle and aspires to an established rep­
utation that of performance, which is obvious, not only from the buzz in 
the atmosphere, but also from ~he furniture. 

The cream-coloured linen chairs have a striking resemblance to those 
occupied by directors on movie sets. "The theme is theatre, but not in a 
crass, obvious way," says Stevenson, explaining that he and his partner, 
who declined to be named, intend 'to develop the decor further, with the­
'\tre a.s, the basjs. The team Js-also in t~e, prrocess of organizing events fea­
turing .musiciarl~. corri'edians and all s~~si:>f other acts to take place early 

'i ' · l ·. ~~ 

September: · · · ·•' 
· With several years' experience in cookery behind them, the Cafe's 

chefs prepare delicacies at ridiculously low prices. Where else are you 
going to find a place that offers drinks from as little as RS? When asked 
about this, Stevenson replies simply, "We are really not looking to make a 
profit . "~~! 

Who let the · underdog out? 
by Verashni Pillay 

It was a normal l'm-a-stressed­
Journ-student-with three essays­
due kind a day,: Chi Iring_ at 
Livingstone with peeps and fellow 
Journ students, we came around to 
that tired topic of conversation: 
getting into }ourn two. The means? 

blpssom they did, in the head of 
I,Jnderdog creator, Adam Skikne. 
After amazing sweat work on his 
part (including learning how to set 
up a website in under three weeks) 
Adam managed to prove that 

of the restrictions of more conven­
tional forms of student media, so 
there would be increased capability 
to deliver what readers really 
wanted. Writers are not necessarily 
journalism students, but any stu­

pup, there is unlimited potential for 
• growth. What makes it so differ­

ent? Well, writing without restric­
tion means that the old demon of 
self-censorship isn't there, weighing 
down your pen. And if you enjoy 
what you're writing about, chances 
are that readers will too. Of 
course, this doesn't mean that 
quality journalism is being subvert­
ed; there should be no substitute 
for hard work and multi-sourcing. 
But a new dimension has definitely 
been added to student journalism. 
And for those of us eyeing our 
skeletal portfolios, yes the Journ 
department is down with the dog. 
You've been unleashed.DI 

· A beefy portfolio. The problem? 
Mad cow disease of the journalism 
kind . There simp·ly wasn't a place 
that w~uld publish :;.,hat we actual­
ly wanted to write about. 
Restrictions of space, local content 
and formal styles kept us hedged 
in. Wh9 knew those trifling seeds : 
of thought ~ould take root? But ' 

painfully corny adage: 
if you can perceive it 
you can achieve it. So· 
with sister Cara's 
help, Adam dog han­
dled the growling 
mutt online, setting 
the stage for media 
innovation. 

dent writing on their 
area of expertise- b~ 

it hobby or study. 
And the multi-media 
nature of online publi­
cation means artists, 
cartoonists, photogra­
phers and just about 
anybody can get on 

But he had envi­ :.i.•••.....,. ...... .....:lt;~ board. If it's 
sioned more than just a student 
forum. Underdog would have none 

scannable, it's doable . . 
Now while Underdog is still a 

First Physical'- Theatre 
Company hits 'the road 
wi.th . -three new works 

True Party Animals 

The First Physical Theatre Company, hav­
ing celebrated its tenth anniversary at the 
Nat(onai •Arts Festival i,n July, is back ori the 
road with selected works choreographed 
for the company since 1993. 

Following Wr- A,~fhlatlii .Festival .in , , 
Stut~erhe1m on;Sat\;lrd~y '•23 1,'-ugust, the . , 
company will preser\'t wdri< in East LClnd6n ' 
(Guild Theatre, 1-3 September), 
Grahamstown ( 19-20 September), 
Hogsback (27 September), Knysna (29 
September- I October), Cape Town (3-4 
October) and Port Elizabeth (9-11 
November). 

For the Amahlathi Festival, the company 
will stage three works introduced by 

,Artistid!>ire.ctor Gary Gordon. "Toiling to 

the dance of the sun" originally choreo­
graphed and performed by Gordon and 
Andrew Buckland in 1993 is the first work. 

The second piece is titled "Resting in the 
Trees" and was originally choreographed 
an~ performed by Gordon .~nd,;vCiare 

. Baker in Londop·before its South · ~frican 

.. premiere at the National Arts Festival in 
1997. The final work, entitled "Moments 
from this place," is a new piece inspired by 
the Eastern Cape landscape. It will be per­
formed by Andile Bonde, Nicola Haskins, 
Zoey Lapinsky and Bailey Snyman. 

Watch the local press and Activate for 
further details or contact the company via 
e-mail at First.Physical@ru.ac.za or tele­
phone 046- 622 3897.11111 . 

by Glen Tyler 

The ReTA charity ball for 
2003 took place in the Drill 
Hall on Hill Street. Animal 
lovers turned out not quite 
en masse, but in sufficient 
numbers to ensure a rock­
ing party! The Blue Time 
Quartet, a brilliant new 
loc;al Jazz band set the tone 
for what was to be an 
evening with a touch of 
class. Guests arrived at 
7:30, greeted by the quar­
tet's dulcet tones. The 
theme of the ball was 
'African Pawprint" and this 
was reflected in everything 
from the guest's outfits 
(with one particularly 
smashing Ghanaian shirt 
claiming the title of most 
apt and really really good 
looki'ng outfit) to the' food 

and decorations. Various 
local businesses sponsored 
the ball and all the pro­
ceeds went to the SPCA. 
Foto First sponsored fabu­
lous spot prizes and took 
photo's that reflected the 
beauty and elegance of the 
guests; other prizes were 
sponsored by Ackermans, 
The Grahamstown 
Pharmacy and The 
Grahamstown Pharmacy 
Beauty Clinic, Spur and 
The Mustard Seed. Special 
thanks also go to Corinne 
Cooper for organising the 
sound system at such short 
notice. ReTA would like to 
say a huge thank you to all 
who helped organise the 
ball, our sponsors and of 
course the guests who 
made the evening such an 

·outstanding success! IIIII 



african affairs 

The Suffocation of Zimbabwe 
by Paul Greenway ensures that you will only receive between Z$5000 to Z$ 20 000 (R ISO 

to R600). Not surprisingly there is a thriving black market trade in cash 
(local currency), not the firmly est~bl ished trade in forex. 

geoning t rade in black-market commodities, wholesale govern­
ment corruption, contemporary and historical human rights viola­

tions and its insultingly transparent propaganda is a testament to the 
nation's demise. 

The government's sinking ship and its once thriving and internationally 
commended policies have seen Mugabe franticly clutching to the straws of 
power. 

Even more frantic is Mugabe's darting, skeletal finger of blame. 
As Zimbabweans negotiate the hurdles of daily existence the population 

can be seen galloping towards the dim light of political and economic 
emancipation. 

Government's squirming accusations over the shortages of basic food­
stuffs is a good example. 

Inflation rates are officially at 300.1 %, but numerous estimates including 
The International Monetary Funds 522.2% will put Zimbabwe's inflation 
rate over 500% by the end of the year. 

Commercial farmers, forcibly< evicted from their farms were branded as 
"malicious" when they were unable to produce, and then deliver crops to 

~ the Grain Marketing Board (GMB). 

Kingdom Bank Limited 's financial analyst Witness Chinyama describes 
Zimbabwe's continuing economic experience as "stagflation-a combina­
tion of declining economic activity and very high levels of inflation". 

.The now perfectly normal queues for fuel, bread, mealie-meal or sugar 
have, in recent weeks, seen Zimbabweans standing in long lines for anoth­
er increasingly rare commodity, cash. The chronic shortage is such that, 
like fuel, queuing won't guarantee you will be rewarded , and rationing 

When this proved fraudulent, drought came to the rescue but the 
countries extensive water storage facilities, developed through aid in the 
1980's and early 1990's, demanded further explanation. Government 
turned once again to their trusted scapegoat, the farming community, who 
had sought to "victimize" the nation by removing irrigation equipment 
prior to their banishment. 

Rift over gay bishop 
by Sean Naidoo 

Several African churches affiliated to the 
US Anglican Church have strongly con­
demned the appointment of an openly gay 
minister as its newest bishop, 

Gene Robinson was recently elected by 
the US Episcopal Church as bishop of New 
Hampshire, a move which is threatening to 
split the Anglican Church and its 90 million 
worshipp~rs as leaders in East, Central and 
West Africa are deeply opposed to the 
move. 

"Such a church is bound to become a 
shrine for ~he worship of men, rather than 
God," said Nigerian Archbishop, Peter 
Akinola. 

However, South African archbishop 

Njongkulu Ndungane has publically sup­
ported Robinson's appointment and said, 
"the important thing is the process, and he 
was elected through a correct process." 
Although African Anglican churches oper­
ate independently from the US they are 
closely linked by spiritual policy matters. 

Oluranti Odubogun, Nigeria's Anglican 
Churches' Secretary General said that 
Nigerian Anglicans were deeply upset and 
that his church was in contact with US 
bishops opposed to Robinson's appoint­
ment. 

In Kenya Bishop William Waqo said that 
their church stood by its anti gay position. 
"We are not in the favour of gay or homo­
sexual leadership in the Anglican church," 
Waqo told Reuters. 

Africa's Hitler 1s Dead 
by Sean Naidoo 

Former Ugandan dictator 
ldi Amin is dead. 

Amin, who is blamed for 
the murders of thousands 
of Ugandans, died in a 
Saudi hospital recently. 
Hospital officials confirmed 
that Am in had died from 
complications due to multi­
ple organ failure. Amin, 
who was considered one of 

... ~~ 
ad1das 

the bloodiest dictators in 
African history, had been 
living in Saudi Arabia since 
his forced removal from 
the country by Tanzanian 
f<;>rces and Ugandan exiles. 
He also stayed briefly in 
Libya and Iraq. 

Amin who publicly 
expressed his admiration 
for Adolph Hitler was 
ostracised in and outside 
Africa for massacring up to 

I 00 000 people during his 
reign. He also deported 
most of the Asian popula­
tion from Uganda. 

He was well known 
worldwide for his eccentric 
behaviour and violent ten­
dencies. 

Ugandan president 
Yoweri Museveni said that 
as Amin died abroad, his 
body could be returned 
home for burial. 

62 High Street 
(just before Clicks) 

a Jeep SDVII!I 

Lee 
Knight's Man for Crazy prices~ 
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1 3 left dead as floods 
ravage Sudan 
by Sean Naidoo 

Devastating floods in Sudan 
have left I 3 people dead 
and almost 70 000 families 
displaced in the eastern 
city of Kassala. 

Torrential downpours 
have also been registered 
in other regions along the 
Nile River but flooding has 
been limited to Kassala. 

Interior Minister Abel 
Rahim Mohamed Hussain 
has called on all citizens in 
these vicinities to take all 
the necessary precautions 

· to deal with the level of 

the Nile rising dramatically. 
The town of Kassala is 

currently suffering from an 
acute shortage of food and 
water. 

Electricity has been dis­
connected and almost 80% 
of the houses have been 
totally destroyed. 

Heavy rainfall has also 
blocked highway traffic 
from Khartoum and Port 
Sudan, the country's main 
port. 

Aid agencies working in 
the area have pleaded for 
relief to stabilise the area 
before the onset. 
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sport 

Inter Res Archery 

by Daisy Berkowits 

23 residence teams competed in the first 
ever Inter Res Archery competition, host­
ed by the Rhodes Archery Club at Lower 
Barrat Field on Sunday 24 August. 

The Olive Shreiner girls were the first to 
arrive on the day and stalked across the 
archery range tentatively, unsure of what 
to expect. The Rhodes Archery 
Committee soon put them at their ease, 
however, strapping on protective arm 
guards and finger tabs, while arming them 
with bows, arrows and instant archery 
training. Archery is a demanding sport that 
requires hours of training, hours that were 
simply unavailable to competitors and 
trainers alike. Five practise arrows to learn 
the basics and ten .arrows for competitio­
releasing an arrow and actually hittingthe 
target, but the Shreiner girls , amongst oth­
ers, brought this home with a resounding 
"thunk". The "thunk" of arrows hitting the 
embankment, the wooden target frames, 
the grass in front of the targets . . . the 
"thunk" of cringing archery equipment 
managers hitting their heads in resignation 
at each broken arrow .. . and of course 

the increasing frequ~ncy of arrows on tar­
get. 

Time limitations and inexperience aside, 
the competing teams peformed surprising­
ly well, especially those that recruited reg­
ular members of the Rhodes Archery Club. 
Botha House claimed an easy victory with 
236 points scored out of a possible 400, 
with Piet Retief and Smuts trailing with 186 
and 162 points respectively. Milner took 
top honours among the girl's residences 
with 142 points, followed by a decent 117 
for the Hobson girls and a third spot for 
Milner B with, liS points. 23 teams, com­
prising of 92 individual competitors in all, 
participated in what looks to be a promis­
ing future event for the Rhodes Archers. A 
little bit of practise is all that is needed to 
make this final event of Inter Res more 
competitive. Everybody is welcome to try 
out archery for themselves during the 
weekly practises at Jan Smuts shooting 
range on Tuesday and Thursday nights and 
Lower Barrat Field (below The Great 
Field) on Sund<1-y afternoons. Ill 

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS! 

Eat as many spare ribs as you can for only 

R35 

Every Wednesday from 6:30 
at 

Frontier Country Hotel 
2 Bathurst Street 

Tel: 6227667 
Fax: 6227688 

Venue available for all events; spit braais, 

21sts, theme party's. 

Booking necessary 

Allan Webb Adventure coming 
soon 

by Lindsay du Plessis usual Rhodes sponsors (Yay, free 
movie tickets!). 

Allan Webb Hall is atthe bottom of 
campus, away from the buzz and the 
crowds. The entire Hall comprises of 
the same number of people. as Jan 
Smuts house. It's a little hall, but 
enjoys a big sporting presence on 
campus, seeing as Winchester and 
Canterbury have been the winners of 
the inter-residence trophies for the 
last two years. Now, there's m~re to 
come. 

James Ball's Appabands in the mix. 
The AWA is an event in the mould of 
the Survivor reward challenges, and 
includes games to test teams in both 
mental and physical areas. 

Each team is to be made up of five 
members: either 3 guys and 2 girls, or 
3 girls and 2 guys. The five challenges 
will be unknown to competitors, and 
this is bound to evoke some intense 

· mental acrobatics. Improvisation and 
teamwork of the highest order will 
be needed to guarantee a win on the 
day. Students will be happy to learn 
that entrance to the 'adventure is 

Twelve teams will make up the 
field, ranging from t~e respective 
Dini[lg Halls, ORJ>idans and two com­
munity teams. Ori~ pf the main objec­
tives is to involve the' r~st of the 
Grahamstown comm~nity, and 50 
percent of the money made will be 
donated to a charity of the winning 
team's choice. Now that's incentive! 
The entry cut off date is irrelevant, as 
entries will be taken until the 12 spots 
are filled. On the 24 September the ':A-llan 

Webb Adventure" will take place at 
Grey Dam. Now, please don't think 
'Founder's Challenge': it's not even 
remotely th~ same, despite having 

free! Sponsors include, Faf'\!a, Johnson 
and Johnson, Postn~t 'and Appabands: 
as' well as smaller prizes from the 

Get cracking Rhodents, and pre­
pare to outWit, outplay and outlast 
the competition. More info is coming 
soon to a warden near you! Ill 

Results Round-up 

compiled By Sports 
Admin 

Greg Pitt, George Cover, 
Malcolm Arguile and Carl 
Thomen were all members 
of the EP Men's Hockey 
Team that successfully 
defended their national 
title at the recent Mens 
Inter-Provincial 
Tour.nament in 
Johannesburg. EP went 
through the. tournament 
unbeaten and clinched the 
title with a nail biting 1-0 
win against KZN in the 
final. In other hockey, 
Rhodents overcame Albany 
5-4 while Ravens were 
downed 2-0 by Schrews 
on 22 August. Occassionals 
played well to beat Old 
Grey 3 goals to nil while 
the Rhodes Women 5th 
team were too good for 
Lotus, winning by a 
walkover of· 5-0. 

On Sunday 23 August 
the Rhodes Men's first bas­
ketball team played against 
the Comets from Port 
Elizabeth in Grahamstown. 
Initially the Rhodians were 
caught unawares by the 
speed of their opponents. 
The Comets made it diffi­
cult for the Rhodes men to 
maintain their lead through 
the first half of the game as 

the visitors made full use of 
their speed by slipping 
through Rhodes' man-to­
man defence with the fast 
break attack. But once 
Rhodes settled down into 
the game, the Comets 
proved to be no match for 
our mighty Knights. By the 
time the game was in the 
fourth quarter Rhodes was 
the only team putting in 
baskets. Rhodes won 98-
49. Well done again to the 
RUM first team for another 
brilliant victory. 

In rugby, the RU U/21A 
side won the Wedd 
Knockabout Cup beating 
Cambridge 19-7 in the final 
on Saturday 23 August at 
the ABSA Stadium in East 
London. This caps a fine 
season for Rhodes Rugby 
having clinched the Border 
U/21 league earlier in the 
season. 

Rhodes Women soccer 
players did well to beat 
Callies in the Makana 
league on I 7 August by 
netting 3 goals to 2, while 
the Rhodents crushed the 
GHT pillars 8-1 two days 
later, before trouncing 
Harlem Brothers 6-0 
another two days later. In 
the PEFA League on 24 
August, RUL thrashed St 
Georges 7-0. 

A blistering time of 
14min: 44sec was good 
enough to w in Chris 
Felgate I st place in the 
4km Athletics Time Trial 
on 27 August, while Eric 
Maqingwana was hot on 
Felgate's heels with a sec­
ond-placed time of 15min: 
12sec. 

Squash players had a vic­
torious day on 14 August. 
RH I easily defeated Port 
Alfred I 17-5 while RH2 
had a slightly closer 
encounter and beat WyV I 
16-17. Six days later both 
teams again played com­
mendably to earn wins 
over Kenton I , ( 18-5) and 
Port Alfr~d I ( 16-9). 

Some determined tennis 
on 23 August saw the RU 

women triumphant over 
Jakaranda by I 0-3. RU Men 
were not so fortunate and 
went down to UPE 4- 1 I . 

Table Tennis players also 
got their share of bad luck 
with Rhodes A losing 4-6 
to Telkom B and Rhodes B 
losing 0-10, also to Telkom 
B, on 25 August. 

Giving their competi­
tors some serious thinking 
to do on the 23 August 
were Allan Horsfield and 
Kirstin Scholti: who both 

placed I st in the King of 
the Kowie Surfing 
Competition, Horsfield 
winning the bodyboarding 
section and Scholtz riding 
the victory wave in the 

Ladies se-ction. • 

Till! fri!SQI!SC lfiUSiG .DQ CQI! PliiQI!C 

SiJiiUriJBfiS 
Q-7PIQ 

· ~---­ABSA RMR Goi80 
<t\,ABSA ~ 

~~==-MI\lllllll!1AW~2nl 

OUISIDE Clda.IG 
FREE DBJVERY .. FREE GlASSES .. lfll:lE ltaE 

news>features>analysis>links> _ ~ / fl. 
a n d more. -lntef{i)Jll J[iflte ontlD.~'"'''"'""' "'"''"' N'"""''"' 



sports 

Non-stop Briefs 
Cronje axed 
from RWC 
squad hockey helps "Bearded Blue Bulls lock Geo 
Cronje has been axed. from the 
Springbok World Cup squad 
for refusing to share a room 
with Western Province's 
Quinton Davids. The forward 
was removed from the training 
group last Thursday after it was 
alleged that he refused to room 
with a black member of the 
squad - Quinton Davids. 

local charities 
by Chris de Kock 

The Rhodes hockeyathon started on Thursday 
the 14th of August at 21:00. A full 24 hours 
later, the hockey came to an end. It was the 
vision of lan Freeland, a fourth year accounting 
student. ian's motivation behind t he hock­
eyathon was to raise money ·for The 
Raphael centre. The centre concentrates 
on helping people with 
AIDS, supporting and 
developing community 
action and, through the 
openness of the HIV posi­
tive people involved with 
the centre, fighting the stig­
ma and discrimination sur­
rounding the disease. 

"Last year I decided to 
attempt to break the world record 
for the longest hockey game, and at 
the same time help a worthy cause. 
Unfortunately the rules for the 
World record stated that I had to 
limit the teams to IS people on 
each side. I wanted to get as many 
people and businesses in Grahamstown 
involved and so decided to go ahead with 
the idea using a different approach." Instead 
of simply having the IS people 
on each side, ian took the time t, 

to organise two teams to come 
on every hour, on the hour. "I had to organise a 
total of 40 teams, in which some players had to 
play more than one game to keep the hockey going 
for the full 24 hours." 

The next hurdle to get over was the fact that some 
of the players would not have equipment. ian man­
aged to get hold of some development sticks that 
were donated to Rhodes by the National Lottery in aid 
of promoting the sport. W ith 
Taphuis as the main sponsor 
pr'tviding a spit, the players 
managed to survive the gruelling 
hours on Thursday morning. 

When reflecting on his 
achievement ian said, "The 
marathon was a great success. 
We raised a lot of money for the 
Raphael Centre, which was the main 
goal, and everybody enjoyed themselves. We received . 
some complaints about the noise and I would once again 
like to apologise for any inconvenience. IIIII 

Find it live online. 
Streaming all over campus -
RMR streaming audio. 
14 hours a day, 7 days a 

• ' ' r( " • • 

week. 

www.rmr~ru.ac.za 

"He may have signed to play 
for Bath from November but 
that does not mean that Robbie 
Fleck has given up all hope of 
playing for South Africa at the 
World Cup. "If they called me 
riow and told me that there 
was an injury and I must join 
the squad I would be there in a 
flash," smiled Fleck after 
announcing that he would be 
severing ties with Western 
Province at the end of the sea­
son to continue his career in 
England. 

www.supersport.co.za 

Milan face Ajax 
"European champions AC 
Milan will play four-times win­
ners Ajax Amsterdam in the 
group stage of this year's 
Champions League following 
last Thursday's draw, while 
Manchester United got a Battle 
of Britain clash when they were 
drawn in the same group as 
Glasgow Rangers, Greece's 
Panathinaikos and Germany's 
Stuttgart. 

www.supersport.co.za 

Ernie not good 
enough 
"Ernie Els's showing in the 85th 
US PGA Championship was 
much the same as his display in 
this season's other three 
majors - good, but not good 
enough. The South African shot 
a closing one-over-par 71 to 
finish two-over for the champi­
onship and tied for fifth place 
with Jay Haas, six shots behind 
winner Shaun Micheel. Els, the 
world number two, tied for 
sixth at the US Masters, fifth at 
the US Open and 18th in 
defence of his British Open 
title. 

www.supersport.co.za 

tinig4f's ~4o£s 
38 High Street (just past Clicks) 

For the lowest prices on shoes. 
Sale now on! 



by Haru Mutasa 

f
or twenty-five-year-old Daniel Conway, his 
year of digs has been anything but pleas­
ant. After countless meetings with his 
estate agent, which he described as "horri­
ble and pointless", he had this to say. 

"I feel that there is a general attitude where stu­
dents are concerned in th is town ,.-· he said, "We are 
not seen as a priority and ·our business is viewed 
as money for nothing. It is a case of just pay the 

. money and shut up and my case is a striking 
example of that." 

Here is the abridged version of his "horror". Daniel 
returned from the United Kingdom on 1 7 January 
tired from his long flight. When he turned on the 
tap, water gushed out from under the sink and 
clothes he had left in his room were infested with 
mould. 

He did what any normal person would do in his 
position. He called up his estate agent, Pam 
Gold ing Properties, lodged a .complaint and asked 
for things to be sorted out quickly. 

The tapwas fixed, the rubble in the driveway left 
by .the builders was eventually cleared and his 
mould-infested clothes were dry cleaned at the 

estate agent's expense. 
Things seemed sorted until ... 
"The wall in my room started bubbling up and 

yellow stuff dripped from the wall ," said a frustrat­
ed Conway, "The dampness spread to the internal 
wall and the roo m smells." 

The digs, on 41 African Street, is actually a very 
nice place - if yo u ignore the brown water in the 
pool and the mould on the walls. After a heated 
meeting with a representative of the· Pam Golding, 
the landlord , Conaway got half his first month's 
rent back (R450) as compensation and a verbal 

• Continued on back page 
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Agent taken 
to task 

From previous page 

The rea.lly-useful 
stuff guide 
StUff 
2004 digs list available from Oppie secretary 
Application forms available from Oppie secretary 

Oppidan benefits 
Tea and coffee (1 0. to 11 am and 1 to 2 pm) every 
weekday during term. 
DSTV in the common room (down the hall from the 
Kaif doors) 
Comprehensive digs lists and lease guides 
Vacuum cleaner 
Daily newspaper 
SRC suggestion book is in the common room and can 
be used to make suggestions or raise oppidan issues 
that one may have. 
For the moment, the SRC shuttle runs from 8pm to 
1 0.30pm. It is FREE and leaves every weekday from the 
main library. 

Notices 
Check out the Oppidan notice board at SuperSpar. 

,, 

-

Contact details 
• Oppidan warden - Gordon Barker - 603 8443 
(g.barker@ru.ac.za) · 
• Oppidan secretary- Joy Allcock- 603 8229 
U.v.allcock@ru.ac.za) She works mornings only from 
8.30 to 12.4Spm. 

Oppidan committee 
members: 
Charity Ncube (Head student) 
Kirsty Hunter (SRC oppidan representative) 
Shavonne Randall 
Donate DeBruin 
Catherine Smith 
(Committee members organise balls, cheese and 
wines, sporting events, etc. Anyone interested in join­
.ing the committee should see the 
oppidan secretary Joy Allcock) 

agreement that the mould on his 
walls would be attended to. 

Conway said money was not the 
issue. He was highly unimpressed with 
the "poor attitude" he received from the 
estate agent. 

Agitated and angry he said, 
"Throughout the whole battle she (the 
estate agent) made it look like I was 
being unreasonable. In her mind I am an 

. uppity Brit who should just put up, shut 
up and pay. No one should be treated 
like that- certainly I shouldn't be. They 
would have gotten away with it if I had­
n't complained. 

"Every time I went and told her I was 
unhappy she kept saying to me -well 
we cleaned your clothes didn't we -
making it look like I was being ungrate­
ful. I wanted some kind of recognition 
from her that I didn't get what I paid 
for. I really feel that because she thinks 
I am not paying top dollar for my room 
(R900), things don't have to be perfect." 

He the attitude he got from Pam 
Golding was simply because he was "a 
student": 

At the meeting, mediated by the 
Oppidan warden Gordon Barker, the 
estate agent representative denied ever 
mistreating Conway saying, that she 
treated all her customers equally. She 
also said the letters she sent him were 
written the way they were because "that 
is the way I write and there is nothing I 
can do about it." 

There was a moment of silence as 
Conway digested what the estate agent 
said. 
· He stared her in the face and asked, 

"If you had been in my position, what 
would you have done if, on January 
17th, you had arrived to that house and 
found things the way I found them?" 

She too stared him down and replied, 
"I don't know Daniel - I've never been in 
that situation before." 

Unimpressed Conway sarcastically 
answered, "Well, then I hope that one 
day you are!" 

Conway said he is definitely moving 
out next year and will never use Pam 
Golding Properties again. His parents 
were thinking of buying a holiday house 
in South Africa through the estate agent 
- but not any more. 
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· lnd~pendent Official Newsletter of the SRC 

' 

·Revolution News returns in the next edition. 
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