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ATHIES ANGER ·sEXISM 
STAYS Harsh and outdated residence rules 

have caused several students to 
move out of Atherstone House, the 
largest women's residence on cam­
pus. 

Chief complaints among the women 
have been the authoritarian attit­
udes of the House Committee and 
senior students. As a result of 
their actions three students have 
already moved out and another is 
preparing to leave . 

Many others have sa id that given 
the chance they would certa inly 
move out. 

There is di ssa tisfaction among 
student s who have to share rooms, 
many of whom were onl y told on 
their arrival at Rhodes . They were 
given no say in the matter. 

Students have sa id that they were 
forced to leave double rooms so 
that individual sen iors could have 
them. 

Mrs G.O.Phi llins, the warden of 
Oriel, feel s that mixed residences 
would result in a lo ss of privacy, 
but did not mention the fact that 
students sharing rooms at Ather­
stone have little privacy. For 
sharing 50% of their living space, 
students get only a 10% reduction 
in residence fee s. 

SOME PEOPLE IN ATHERSTONE 
ARE GETTING PISSED OFF! 

First-years have claimed that they 
were fo reed to participate in Rag 
acti vit ies against their will. 

They were told flower-mak ing was 
compulsory, and that any academic 
work they had to do was "not im­
portant". 

Freshers had to take part in the 
'Tape Derby' (a fund- raising 
activity replacing the contentious 
'Athie s Auction) without being 
told what it entailed. 

FRUSTRATED 

When two first-years objected on 
the grounds of it explo iting wo­
men, they were told that they were 
"a bunch of frustrated sexists " . 
As a result these students were 
not cal led for phone calls nor 
given me ssages. 

GATED 

First year women had to be back in 
residence at l 2.30am on float­
building ni ght, leaving the men to 
build the floats. When some first­
years were seen at Retief House . at 
2am, they were reported by a sec­
ond year, fined R5, and gated for 
a week . 

A motion calling for the ending 
of sexis t practises at UCT has 
been defeated at a rm~dy mass 
n-eeting held by the SRC on March 
6til. 

The motion was preposed by SRC 
member Andrew Thompson, a past 
Rag chairman, who likened sexism 
to racism by saying that they both 
involved blatant discrimination . 
The motion was se conded by Kate 
Green, a Rag queen runner-up, who 
was heckled by a section of the 
crowd. She single d out Rag as an 
instit~tion in which sexism exist­
ed . She said that "Rag utilized 
our appearance but assumed that 
we had sub-human capacities for 
organizing ourselves." 

268 students voted against the 
motion while 2ll voted for it. 

ENCOURAGING 
The SRC President Dave Hill said 
"that while he was disappointed 
with the result ", it was en­
couraging that there was a wi I ling 
ness to discuss the issue. He said 
that most people who voted against 
the motion were males while those 
who voted for it were women. 

VC VERSUS MIXED RESSES 
Rhodi ans have a rep uta ti on for get­
ting " rather too easily in ebri ate d" 
and this is one of the reasons for 
the VC' s opposi tion to re s reform. 

Interviews with various camp us fig­
ures revealed a conflict of opin­
ions on the s ubje ct . 

STILL OPPOSED 
Dr Henderson said that he knew of 
no plans to extend the intervisit­
ing system to women's residences 
this year, despite student opinion 
to the con trary. He also said that 
he was not in favour of male and 

female students living in one res­
i den ce "as an in d i vi dual un i t" . 

If mixed residences were in traduced 
Rhodes would lose its Government 
building subsidy and this would 
result in an increase of about Rl50 
in residence fees per student. 
The VC said that even if the govern­
ment rule was waived, he would 
still be opposed to mixed residen­
ces. "It would be difficult for a 
young girl to rid herself of the 
unwanted attentions of a man - esp­
ecially if he lived next door," he 
added. 

l'he VC's objections could be negat­
ed if a "fixed barrier" between the 
male and female parts of the resid­
ence was built. This would also 

circumvent the government rule. 
However Dr Henderson felt that "if 
the cost was too s ubst antial, then 
it would be impossible." 

~-1rs J young, warden of St t~ary's 
Hall, felt that the majority of 
st udents in her hall were against 
the idea of men in their rooms. 
"They feel that their privacy 
would be in vade d," she said . lhis 
is in direct conflict with a 100% 
'"ye s" vote from St fvJary' s Hall in 
the S RC i n te rvi s i tin g pet i t i on l as t 
ye ar . 

SPIRIT 

~irs Young felt that mixed residen­
ces "waul d not wash" at Rhodes 
because of the architecture. She 
thought t hat rni xed halls were a 
better idea, "it would help the 
honourable spirit of Rag," she 
added. 

ALCOHOL 

Mrs Torr, the warden of Allan We bb 
Hall (formally ofCanterbury). gave 
a qualified yes to both intervisit­
ing and mixed residences . "I would 
not like intervisiting right now 
because of the free avaliability 
of alcohol on campus," she said . 

Rhod& o Arts Editor NIGEL WRENCH 
truc ked round campus recently, 
ge-tting some f eedhack on res. 
reform ... 

''Rhodians get rather too 
eas ily inebriated" . 
Ree eeeaUy .... .... ? 

Mrs Tor r felt that the answer to 
thi s would be a full-time doorman, 
to s ign men in and to get ri.d of 
unwanted visitors. 

TOWELS 

She thought that mixed residences 
were ve ry healthy, s aying that they 
would help prepare students for 
adult life in a more normal en­
vironment. "They must come even­
tually," she said. 

Another warden, Mrs G. Phillips of 
Oriel, was in favour of a highly 
controlled system of intervi siting 
to women's residences, but felt 
that mixed houses could result in 
loss of privacy. "The girls like 
to go slipping around wearing only 
a towel," she said. 

DEFINITE YES 

Prof I. A. B u·n tin g, warden of Dros d­
ty, a mixed hall, gave a definite 
"yes" to both issues. "Personally, 
I have no problems with intervisit­
ing and mixed residences,'' he said. 

A large majority of female students 
questioned in a random survey said 
they were in favour of a controlled 
system of intervisiting. 
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GODFATHER NO MORE 

By 
Jeni Ferguson 

Ashley le Grange, ex-Oppidan edi­
tor and former SRC rresident, has 
denied having influenced the fun­
ctioning of Oppidan since nis ret­
; rement as editor two years ago . 

He was reacting to a comment made 
by Dave Bristow in last month's 
Rhodeo that Ash ley was the force 
behind Oppidan. 

SUPERIOR PAPER 

Le Grange also criticised the edi­
tors of Rhodeo for attempting to 
"dimin ish the status " of Dave Bris­
tow and Oppidan. 

"Oppidan always has been, and alway~. 
will be a superior paper to Rhodeo,• 
he said. "It is presumptious 
of the Rhodeo editors to paternalise 
Oppidan the way they have been do-
; ng." 

\1i les Clarke, most recent Oppidan 
editor, who was accused by Dave 
Bristow as beinCJ influenced by 

le Grange, refused to comment 
saying, "What I could say would 
give Rhodeo a lot of copy . " 

When asked what his reaction was 
to Dave Bristow's statement, ins-
; n u at in g 1 e Grange ' s a 1 most" sub ­
versive" influence on Oppidan's 
policies, he replied that he had 
played The God father in other ways , 
but not in this one. He did not 
clarify what "the other ways" were. 

NOBODY WANTS 
THE C.S.A. 

English conservative students have 
been described as "too conservative" 
by the Afrikaner Student Bond 
leader, Theuns Eloff of 
Potchefstroom University. 

"All they seem to be is anti-Nusas, 
anti-left, anti-anything . The~ 
never initiate any projects of 
their own, but merely react to 
situations which the left initiate. 
Until they start acting positively 
in pushing a conservative line 
I will be suspicious of them," 
said Eloff. 

NEGATIVE 

He said the verligte wing of the 
ASB regards the conservative 
English group with deep s uspicion. 

"The conservatives have a very 
negat-ive approach . My hesitancy 
about them comes from the way in 
lvnich they are regarded by Englis h 
students. They have a certain 
name and reputation which is not 
very good with the average English 
student," said Eloff. 

He said the ASB felt that during 
the past decade the conservative 
group had shown themselves cons­
tantly to be "totally without 
scruples" in foll01ving what Eloff 
called their "negative modus 
operandi." 

"Where have aU the good ones 
gone? " wonders ASB president 
Theuns Elo ff . 

Because of this hard line approach 
sources on ASB campuses say that 
Brian Hack's proposed new con­
servative student union stands 
little chance of getting off the 
ground. 

Severa l student newspapers have 
called on Hack to reveal his 
financia l backers, but as ye t he 
has not responded. 

So far right-wing student groups 
on En glish campuses have fai l ed 
disrilally in their efforts owing 
to an almost total lack of student 
support, and the alienating nature 
of their hard right wing politics. 

L..e Grange, as founder of Oppidan, 
said he would always be willing to 
give advice v1hen it was needed. 
"But," he said, "Dave is running 
his own paper and doing a good job 
of it, as the latest Oppidan issue 
has . revealed. He has not stuck to 
"my" layout and has introdu ced 
some changes,though I do feel the 
essential character of Oppidan 
will remain." 

UNISA: 
no blacks 
Black staff at UNISA are not allo­
wed to make use of the modem 
cafetaria used by their white coll· 
eagues. 

Although this was denied by the 
cafetari a manager, it was confirm­
ed by the assistant manager and 
black lecturers. 

KICKED OUT 

A Tswana lecturer, f4r J.S.Shole 
said ne and another lecturer were 
kj eked out of the cafetari a, after 
being told that it was for "our 
personnel and not for black per­
sonne l" . 

81 ack lecturers said that they were 
only allowed into the cafetaria 
during special functions . 

SORRY/JAMMER ..... . 

He said that Oppidan had built up 
an exce 11 en t rep uta ti on and was 
likely to keep it . 

tUNFIT TO 
LIVE IN' 

The resi<ifences in which Black stu­
dents at Rhodes have been accom­
adated "temporarily" are"not fit 
to be lived in," said the resident 
campus architect, Mr I. van Heer­
den last week. 

DO SOMETHING 
He said that as much as he would 
like to do some thing about cond­
itions in Adamson and Prince Alf­
red, he was unable to act with­
out orders from the VC, Dr Derek 
Henderson. 

"Plans for improving Adamson and 
P. A., which were designed as tem­
porary residences in 1945, have 
had to be shelved as students are 
now living there," said ~1r van 
Heerden. 

MIDNIGHT BLUE 

He s aid plan s for the improvement 
of P.A. involve the transfonnation 
of the train carriage passages 
into a "more f1 ex i b 1 e are a" , and, 
perhaps, he said, "a midnight blue 
cei 1 ing would make all the differ­
ence." 

Mr van Heerden said he was not 
sure when the plan would come in­
to effect, "as it all depends on 
whether or not whether or not we 
are arrested for illegally housing 
black students." 



4 

news desk 
Nusas Wins 'Propaganda' Debate 

Auret van Heerden and other 
~rembers of the Nus as executive are 
a " s u b ve rs i ve l e ft i s t c l i q ue " 
involved in an "uneasy coalition" 
between liberal and left in Nus as 
at present. 

This was the op1n1on of Izak Smuts 
speaking of the motion th at "Nusas 
aims to replace one form of 
indoctrination with another" , at 
a Rhodes University Debating 
Society ~reeting last week. 

Nus as president Au ret van Heerden 
convinced a packed Arts Major 

lecture theatre that Nus as' theme 
for 1979 could not be equated with 
govern~rent indoctrination. 

Nusas = Broederbond? 
Smuts s aid the worst indoctrination 
was that by Broederbond influenced 
aoencies such as the SABC and 
C~ristian National Education. 
However he said it was neces sary 
to look at oppos ition indoctrin at ­
ion as well. Nus as can be eas il y 
equated with the Broederbond in 
terms of its focus on education in 
the African context, he s aid. 

Liberal Smuts (not at debate) 
propounding his i deal of t ruth . 

In reply, van Hee rden conde mn e d 
th e "many distortion s " in Smuts' 
speech. 
These, he said, were that Nusas 
education policy was a "tool for 
social change" and that CNE would 
be replaced by yet another form 
of indoctrination - Nusas' theme 
on education focu s . 
Van Heerden said it was a fallacy 
to as sume that Nusas ' the~re was an 
attempt at indoctrination. The 
foc us was merely on edu cating 
students into a criti cal aw are­
ness of the present f orm of 
educational control and th e i r­
rel evancy of pre sent courses fo r 
th e contex t of an Af ri can future . 

LEADER 
(6 

KQUMMECK 

repaus 
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Nusas was agai nst domin ati on, he 
sa id. The cre ati on of c riti cal 
awareness was not i ndoctrin at ion, 
but mere ly prep aration for the 
future. 

''I e ft i s t cl i q u e '' 

Van Heerden rejected Smut s 'claim 
t hat a subversive lefti s t c lique 
controlled Nus as . Smuts had 
accepted that on paper Nu sas was 
democratic, "so h01v can s ubversion 
creep in on thi s ?" 
He said the dis parity between 
course content and the reality 
facing graduates outside was 
immense. By que s tioning the 
orientation of degrees one could 
challenge the status quo by using 
one's education not only for the 
welfare of a small minority , 
but for the good of the majority. 

He rejected the all egation that 
Nus as could be seen as comparable 
to the Broederbond . Nusas was not 
advocating a sys t em th at would at 
some st age be implemente d, rather 
it was aime d at s t udent s , s tress in g 
tha t in appropri at e s kill s a re 
t augh t at uni ve rs ity . 

~\ 
.....____ --

I / 
~ 

SEDITION 

SAD?J nelJs 

South Africa's first sediT-ion 
in 30 years was resumed in the 

February after the Xmas break. 

Eleven s tudent s , amongst them 
Daniel Mantsitsi, chairman of 
now banned Soweto Students 
Re-presentative Council, face not 
only the sedition charge, but are 
alleged to have particioated in 
terrorist activities. 

Before the tri al was adjourned in 
November 1978 , the state had 
called 106 witnesses, 15 of which 
had been held under detention. 

Mantsitsi has stated that while 
detained in the Pretoria police 
headquarters and John Vorster 
Square, he was assaulted with 
a rubber truncheon and that his 
genitals were squeezed with an 
object he could not identify. 
He also referred to various other 
tortures. 
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DRUMMIES BUMMER 
Glen Marques 

investigates 

A controversy has arisen over 
alleged misbehaviour at a supposed 
"girls only" drummies party held 
recently. This has resulted in 
the entire drummie squad giving 
evidence before the SRC disciplin­
ary committee. 

The hearing took place after three 
letters were written to the Vice­
Chancellor complaining about the 
party held at the house of Lords. 

It has been alleged that the girls 
were all forced to "down-down" 
drinks and that the party was 
later entered by a group of men, 
some of whom t ook advantage of th e 
drunken state of some women . 

The leader of the drum majoret t es, 
Sue Tip ler, dismi ssed the rumours 
as rubbish. She said that none of 
the women were forced to drink. 
She sai d t ha t a ll second years 
knew that guys wou ld come to the 
party later on. 

I spoke to several drummies who 
were at the party. Most of them 
said they had enjoyed it, and that 
none present had been forced to 
drink. 

IlL 
The dYW7T!71ies on rag day - three have s1:nce le.ft . 

Chery l Howa rd, a first yea r drum­
mi e, confi Y11le d t his. She sai d 
that for the first "down -down" she 
had on ly a ha l f gl ass of wi ne. 
"Host of us suspected that guys 
would come later on", she said. 
f,1ost of the girls were drunk be­
fore the guys came." 

Kerry Gibson, another first year 
drummie, felt that the party was 
a "qrim thing to do to us". She 
sai d that although there was no 

physica l pressure brought to bear 
on the gi rls, and admi tted no one 
had been forced to dri nk, she felt 
there had been some group pressure. 
She said there were other girls 
who shared her view. 

She has since left the drurrrnies. 
She said the party was a s lur on 
the drummies' name, and there was 
now a bad atmosphere among them. 
This was denied by other drummies 
who felt the atmosphere was "very 
good". 

Sue Ti pler> - "It ' s r>ubbish." 

Nic Wi l le t t-Clarke , head of the 
SRC di sci pl inary commi ttee, said 
that after all the evidence had 
been heard, they would decide- whe­
ther any university regulations 
had been broken, and if so, char­
ges would be laid against those 
concerned. 

Drumi:li e t rai ne r Owen Gower feels 
that as a result of the incident, 
there has been a stronger camara­
deri e among the girls. 

BARNACLES 
School History Twisted BITE suRFER 

A History lecturer at Rhodes 
University has cr it icised the 
way in which South Afri can 
hi sto ry i s prese nted at schools . 

f''ir Jeff Peires, de l ivering the 
first of the new Politica l 
Econm;Jy of SA lectures, said 
South African history books over­
emphas i sed rac i al issues, and 
failed to give an accurate report 
of the situation. 

"F~cts have been de l iberately 
om1tted in school te xt books 
said Hr Peires. ' 

As examples of this he po i nted 
out that two Governors of the 
Cape Col any, Si man and Adri aan 
van der Stel, were "coloureds " 
This is conven iently excluded irom 
most hi story books . 

He also said that Louis Trichardt, 
who was reputed to have started 
the Great Trek, was in fact 
running away from the British who 
said he had been se l ling guns 
illega ll y to the Xhosas. 

By Gordon Keyter 

00111 SC.tfAI.K. HAVE. 
'fOU HEARD, 11-lAT 
VAN DER STEL 

~=;:tr>J" WAS A l<lEURLIN6? 

Mr Peires said that schoo l s shou l d 
emphasise the fact that there were 
two major strugg les for power in 
South Africa in the twentieth 
century, the struggle between the 
races and the strugg le between the 
classes. Th i s they had failed to 
do. 

The internal conflict between the 
Europeans was based on language 
and cultural li nes but due to thei r 
commn interest, domi nation of the 
blacks, the whites had to co­
operate economically. 

Be There 

The Polit i ca l Economy of South 
Africa course wil l be held over a 
period of 32 lectures with topics 
ra;1ging from, "The origins of 
rac i sm"to "Securi ty in South 
Africa", 

fhe l ectures wi l l be held in the 
Arts f~inor Lecture Theatre on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3.10 pm. 
Reading li sts wi ll be given out 
~t lectures. 

by Bar>bar>a Dickens 

The De~uty Mayor of Port Al fred 
sa i d that injur i es susta in ed by 
Char l es Kantor i n the recent shark 
at t ack at the Kowie river mouth 
were caused by "beach barnacl es" . 

On heari ng news of the attack, Mr 
R.Misk i n, Port Al fred Town Clerk, 
said that it was a "sma l l, iso-
1 a ted incident. " 

When ques t ioned about the shark 
tooth found lodged in Charles' 
leg , which was used to identify a 
caught shark as the same one which 
attacked the surfer, the Town 
Cl erk rep li ed, " I don ' t know about 
that. " 

Mrs Smith, head of the J. L.B.Smith 
Institute of Icthyology at Rhodes, 
reca ll s an identical s i tuation 
where authorities suggested that 
the victim had been struck by a 
f l oa ti ng pl ank of wood f ull of pro­
truding nails. 
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DELTA ON THE BEACH 

A weekend of surf, wine and di s ­
cussion at Kleinemond three weeks 
ago has given nevJ impetus to Delta, 
the campus society committed to 
community self- help projects. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Highlights of the two-day 
programme were a discussion on 
the theory and practice of 
community de vel opmen t by fu 11-
tin-e community worker , Rick de 
Satge, and a paper by t-lerci a 
\ .. Jillsworth, an Ant~ropology 
Masters student, which presented 
an unorthodox view of the black 
community in Grahamstown. 

Rick de Satge said students 
interested in community develop ­
ment should pitch their activities 
at a level where some kind of 
success can be achieved, rather 
than attempting to maintain 
ideological purity. 

Students can perform a very useful 
role in providing resources and 
labour. However, "a mistake sets 
back a community an incredibly 
long way", he said. 

MARK DOBSON was Rhodeo 's man on the spot 
(for the whole weekend ......... ) 

Language is a primary and essential 
tool- if you can't talk the 
language of the people you are 
working with , your chances of 
success are diminished by about 
90 percent, said Rick. 

"When entering the community, you 
have to try and evaluate what the 
main groups are. Unfortunately, 
it i s a very tall order to start 
work with right people." 

Rick was careful to emphasise that 
in any community there are people 
who will try to rip you off. 
"The whole black comnunity is a 
series of rip-offs", he said. 

""ho..t 0.. t;.>~ \ 
- ~!os<Avd) c~i [di~IA 

~t.~a.v·\· ouv; ~run k.uA r.l-11~ 
-t-1\ lX.t\ lt!our-. of t'k 

::;:Tik 

Ms Willsworth's basic thesis was 
that the common belief that black 
people in Grahamstown are among 
the "wretched of the earth," is 
a myth . On the contrary, she 
argued, there is a definite sp irit 
of life and even a "carnival 
atmosphere." 

POVERTY 

r~s Will sworth said that unemp loy ­
ment is exaggerated : the main 
problem is underemployment and the 
poverty datum line . One must be 
aware of the danger of stereo­
typing a whole community on the 
basis of those who come for help." 

"There is a terrific exaggeration 
of the size of the black com­
munity in Grahamstown - the real 
figure is 35 000, rather than the 
usual claimed 50 000," she said. 

A sure sign that the picture is 
not as bleak as some would like 
to make out, she argued , is that 
instead of dying off, the commun~ 
ity is surviving and even expand­
; ng. 
Among other things discussed over 
the weekend were the Delta news­
paper, "Grahamstown Voice", and 
a number of projects, including a 
"Grow" scheme for cultivating 
vegetables, and the manufacture 
of simple, but effective hot­
boxes which keep food warm. 

I 
t 

I ./ 
! 

,·· r----­, 

KODAK Developing & Printing 

3 day service! 



NCEVIO NCEVI 
Four students have been rusti­
cated and fined RlOO, while four 
others have been fined the same 
amount and had their rustication 
suspended, following alleged 
violent, drunken behaviour on Rag 
morning. 

One of the rusticated students, 
Neels de Jager, was a member of 
the 1979 SRC, but resigned last 
month for academic reasons . 

The students have appealed against 
their sentences, .but at time of 
pr inting the result was not known. 

The rusticated students are: 
Neels de Jager, Grant Fraser, 
'Mountain' MacKenzie, Gary 
Anderson. Those who received 
suspended sentences are: Ray 
Ford, Dave Pechey, Dave Hardy, and 
one other. 

They were all members of the OOFC 
drinking club (Our Own F .... ing 
Club). 

Rob ~~orrell, Deputy President of 
the SRC, witnessed their actions. 
He said that by 6am on Rag morning, 
the group were making a lot of 
noise at the party in New Street. 
The phrase "we f ... ing hate 
darkies" was chanted by the group, 
he said . 

"I saw one chap spitting and 
retching on some blacks below. 

Bottles were smashed and a 
revolver was brandished," said 
Rob . 

Piss up 
Neels de Jager, who was wearing an 
outfit with the words 'F .. k the 
VC' on the back. admits that they 
were having a "pissup", and the 
noise "might have been excessive." 
The story of abusing the"Africans" 
was nonsense, because, he said, 
"they knew them ". 

"They are caddies at the golf 
course and we were just joking with 
them. It might have looked as if 
we were beating them up to an 
outsider," said Neels de Jager. 

VIOLENCE, AN ALL TOO COMMON FEATURE AT SOUTH AFRICAN 
UNIVERSITIES, HAS SURFACED ONCE MORE ON THE RHODES CA~~US. 

DRUNKENNESS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN ONE OF 
THE MWJOR CAUSES THIS YEAR. 

HERE RHODEO LOOKS AT JUST TWO OF THE RECENT OUTBREAKS OF 
VIOLENCE . 

"At almut 7.30 a young Grahamstown 
resident asked them not to be 
racialistic and was sent away 
"with very foul language," said 
Rob Morrell. 

"An hour later Chris Butler and 
myself went over and asked them 
to quieten down a bit. We in turn 
were yelled and screamed at, and 
told to f .. k off . 

Warning 
Gary Anderson then swore at Chris 
Butler, saying Chris was the 
wbiggest c .. t he had ever known 
in the world', and that he was 
going to 'f .. k him up". 

"After Gary Anderson had pushed me 
around, I warned them that they 
were opening themselves to dis­
ciplinary action, and then left," 
said Rob. 

The VC was phoned, four members 
of administration arrived, took 
names and disciplinary action 
followed. 

Chris Butler gave a statement to 
the Rhodeo reporter, but later 
withdrew it because he feared 
retaliation. Rob Morrell mentioned 
he had heard rumours that the 
group wanted to beat them up. 

Neels de Jager said he felt the 
sentences were unfair on certain 
members of the group. He said 
if the appeal was not successful 
he would not return to Rhodes. 

Raffle 

On thursday ni ght (22nd ) one OOFC 
member walked around the Rhode s 
Union with a printed raffle form . 
The prize wa s booze and th e ti cket 
was "for us to pay our fin es," he 
said. 

RHODEO WAS TO RUN A STORY 

IN THIS SPACEJ DEALING 

WITH ANOTHER ASPECT OF 

STUDENT VIOLENCE, 

THE EDITORS HAVE DECIDED 

TO WITHHOLD IT UNTIL FUR-

THER FACTS HAVE BEEN 

ASCERTAINED, 

As PRINTING HAD ALREADY 

BEGUNJ IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE 

TO REPLACE THE STORY, 

7 
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THE LAC~ Of -INfOQMATION 

Did you know that the two major 
nationalist movements of Sou th Af­
rican blacks in exile are the Ver­
kramptes and the Black Conscient­
iousness movement? Or that Jomo 
Kenyatta, in spite of dying last 
year, is the leader of a So uth Af­
rican Bantustan called Nigeria? 

These are some extreme examples of 
the sort of information that became 
available to lecturers in the Dep­
artment of Journalism when first 
year students were asked to answer 
a "news awareness" que stiona ire ear~ 
1 ier this year . 

Most of the 29 questions dealt with 
personalities and events that had 
been given extensive coverage by 
media. A few questions also tapped 
students' att itude s towards select­
ed social and political issues. 

MEMBER COUNTRIES 

If studies in the US are anything to 
go by, it cou ld be predicted that 
journalism students are better in­
formed on current events than stu­
dents doing other university majors. 
Taken in this context, some of the 
findings of the Rhodes questionaire 
are a littl e disturbing, and at 
times even frightening. 

Asked to name four of the 47 member 
countries of the Organisation of Af­
rican Unity and their heads of state 
45% of the respondents did not give 
a single correct answer. One in five 
people got four right. 

Four people thought Joshua Nkomo 
had taken over in Zambia. Someone 
thought Buthelezi had (watch Inka­
tha). In the meantime, Kenneth 
Kaunda, probably a bit home sick but 
not powerless, has become the new 
Kenyan head of state. Also news i s 
that a guy by the name of Mobuti 
has led a successful coup in Moz­
ambique. 

8CANDAL 
Journalism lecturer, BOY JOHNSON, analysed 

questionnaires done by this year 's journalism one intake. 

Here's what he found ... 

The whole que stion of Bantustans 
has si mply failed to catch the 
imagination of most white South 
Afr1cans. Perhaps the Government 
has been so preoccupied with se ll­
ing apartheid abroad that it has 
been slippi ng up a bit on the home 
front. Asked to li st three Bantu­
stan leaders and their home land s, 
1 third of the class could not name 
1ny. One in four people could name 
three. 
Responses inc luded : Seretsi Khama 
- Transkei; Muzorewa- Transkei; 
Buthelezi - Botswana; Idi Amin -
Uganda; King Sabooza - Swaziland; 
Chief Chirau - Venda; Cheraw­
Ciskei . 

Of those in the class who have vot­
ing rights, l ess that half (43%) 
could name their parliamentary 
constituency and their MP. 

Half the class knew the year in 
which the National Party came to 
power in South Africa . Answers 
ranged from 1877 to 1975. 

LABOUR PARTY 

Only 12% of the class could name 
the leader of the Coloured Labot•r 
Party, which might suggest that the 
Coloured do not only have problems 
with the Government ignoring them. 

More than half of the respondents 
did not know th e name s of either 
of the two major nationalist move­
ments of South African blacks in 
exile. One in four people named 
both the ANC and the PAC. 

It appears that leading a mass su i­
cide in a Guyanan jungle by drink­
ing fruit-flavoured cyanide is lik­
ely to earn you more fame than be­
ing a major po liti cal l eader in a 
neighbouring territory. Forty-three 
per cent of the respondents knew 
about Rev Jim Jbnes but only 37% 
could identify Sam Nujoma as the 
president of Swapo. 

SILVER ASSASSIN 

Who or what i s the Silver Assassin? 
Charlie Weir, sa id a ouarter of the 
class. Most students ·had other id­
eas: a terrorist organisation, 
US SR, mercury po i son ing and an aero 
plane. 
The questionaire was not only a 
test of news awareness. Thirty 
percent of the students were able 
to name four Afrikaans-language 
newspapers. Seven percent of the 
class could not name any. 

One third of the re spondents could 
not name a single black newspaper 
(newspaper aimed primarily at a 
black audience). Fifteen percent 
were able to name two black news­
papers. 
More than half the class could not 
identify a single senior South Af­
rican newspaper editor or reporter 
and the newspaper for which he/she 
works. In contrast to this, three 

' out of every five students could 
name two SABC or TV newsreaders. 
Sterkte Breeders. 

WELL, IF THEY OOHT WANT ME 
AS HEAD OF THE BOTSWANA 

BANTUSTAN ...... 
GONNA 

TAI<E OVER 

Students were also asked to give 
their opinions on a few social and 
political issues . Asked whether 
they thought women differed from 
men in any way - apart from the re­
productive function and physical 
appearance - 30% of the class 
thought they did not. But 60%.of 
the group thought there were dlff­
erences. 

NONENTITIES 
In s~ite of the extensive coverage 
get 1n the media, many Cabinet Mir.­
isters are nonentities. One in 
four people could name five Cabinet 
Ministers and their portfolios, 7% 
could not name any. 

Good news for Colin Eglin is that 
he has been included in the Cabin­
et. Bad news i s that Dr Rhoodie 
will be returning to South Africa 
shortly to take up the "Financial 
Affairs" portfolio. 

ZAMBIA! 

uesp1te saturation coverage of the 
Info scandal by SA media, only 7% 
of the respondents could identify 
the head of the former Information 
Department's "special projects" 
section. Answers included Erasmus 
and "Ethel" Rhoodie. 

Whatever the flood of recent press 
disclosures on the practices and 
membership of the Broederbond have 
done they certainly have not made 
Gerrit Viljoen a household name in 
South Africa. Only 14% of the res­
pondents could name Big Breeder. 

Typical responses included: "Women 
have more gent le and compassionate 
instincts than do men" and "Women 
are more emotional, intuitive, 
inquisiti ve and sensitive and are 
less objective". Some answers had 
an aura of mystique about them: 
"Women seem to have stranger ideas 
and are more beautiful than men and 
nicer to be with". Others had a 
ring of destiny about them: "They 
are different because they have to 
be that way - there is no explana­
tion". 

BASIC ATTITUDES 
Half of the respondents disagreed 
with the statement that "because 
of certain bas ic attributes of Af­
rican people, they are not really 
able to govern themselves at this 
stage." Forty per cent of them 
agreed with the statement while 
10% of them could not make up their 
minds. 

Two thirds of the Rhodesians in the 
class agreed with the statement. 
This ha s interesting implications 
when viewed against the recent 
massive "yes" vote by whites in 
that country in favour of 'majority 
rule'. 

'OKAY' 

Seventy per cent of the class felt 
that sex or marriage across the 
c.olour 1 ine should be" allowed under 
all circumstances"; 15% of them 
thought it shoud be "allowed only 
in certain coun tries where this is 
generally regarded as okay"; and 
10% of them thought it should 
"never be allowed" (corresponding 
figures for Rhodesians in the class 
were 54%, 31 %, and 15%). 

Various reasons for the many 
deaths in SA prisons were given• 

Comments included: " ... an exterm­
ination scheme of such organisa­
tions as the Broederbond"; "There 
would probably have been the same 
deaths whether the detainees were 
free or not; many come from areas 
where infection and illness are 
rife and some die of old age"; and 
"The police enjoy their work". 
Notable quotes were: "African 
phycology" ; "mass hysteria"; "Be­
cause blacks are better educated"; 
"People enticing youngst~rs to 
create unrest"; "f•1aybe an insight­
ment by someone hoping to cause 
instability"; and "People who excit1 
rioters into doing so". 

POINT 

The point of this article has not 
been to try and show up or poke 
fun at Journalism I students. As 
prospective journalists they are 
possibly better informed on cur­
rent event~ and more regular cons­
umers of mass media fare than most 
students entering university. 

What it should do, though, is give 
us some insight into the social , 
awareness and hence the social con­
cerns of that select group of Soutr 
Africans that make it to our uni­
versities each year. 

What is clear is that many people 
seem to have stopped reading news­
papers during these times of trauma 
and are relying instead on the more 
comforting version of social real­
ity dished up by the SABC and TV. 
Which worries me. 



news in-de ......... 
Laundry Imperialism 

Things have been happening concepning the 
laundry situation in the SettleP City. 

Rhodeo Chief RepoPteP 

BERT VAN OORT MERSSEN 

An intensive Rhodeo investigation 
into the laundPy situation in 
GPahamstown has Pevealed that: 

* 32 people have lost their jobs 
in Grahamstown s ince the Rhodes 
laundry started t ak ing school 
washing contracts at the 
beginning of last year. 

* Rhodes studen ts are probably 
paying about 110% more than 
scholars to have their washing 
done at .the same laundry. 

These calculations are based on 
figures confirmed by the 
business manager, Mr W.D. Mills. 

digs deep 

From the beg i nning of 1978 
Kingswood College ha s had washing 
done by Rhodes. This year St 
Andrews Preparatory School 
fo llowed suit. They used to send 
l aundry to bus inesses in town for 
30 and 33 years respectively. 

Because of this extra work load 
Rhodes staff had to work over­
time last year. This year due to 
reorganisation of the timetable, 
there is no overtime at all. 
However, the work is "far too 
rushed", "is a strain" and there 
is just too much" as some laundry 
workers put it. 

The three private l aundri es in 
town affected by Rhodes' move feel 
the Rhodes pol icy is unfair 
because they pay rates and taxes 
while the university does not. 

Rhodes, because it is an educat­
ional institut ion, does not have 
to pay rates and taxes. 

Mr G. Naran, owner of Albany 
Laundry, has been hit worst since 
the Rhodes takeover of school 
laundry. He said he used to 
employ 18 workers five days a week, 
now he only has 5 workers 3 times 
a week. 

Mr N. Narshai, owner of G'town 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, has had 
his staff cut by 14. He used to 
do one third of Kingswood's 
1 aundry. 

The assistant manager of City Stearr 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, t~r P. 
Ranchhod, said he had to reduce 
his staff by five as a result of 
Rhodes' action. 

On February 13 these 3 laundries 
plus 2 others (Central Steam 
Laundry and Charlie John Laundry) 
delivered a letter to the Chamber 
of Commerce in Grahamstown re­
questing that Rhodes' action be 
looked into. The Chamber of 
Commerce ha s not yet reacted. 

When I approached a Kingswood 
spokesman he refused to give 
information but warned ~1r R. Heard, 
laundry supervisor at Rhodes, that 
I was inquiring about the laundry 
system. 

Mr Heard said the Rhodes laundry 
take over had not affected the 
small laundries in Grahamstown . 
"I don't think they have fired 
people in town yet, if they have it 
is nothing to do with Rhodes," he 
said. 

"I am not allowed to disclose how 
much we charge schools, but it is 
almost the same as the students 
are paying," said Mr Heard. 

He confirmed that the Rhodes 
laundry was running at full 
capacity, but said the staff were 
not working overtime. 

In a further interview with VC 
and Mr Mills, Dr Henderson sa id 
that a certain proportion of 
residence fees are allocated for 
1 aundry. 

He declined to say what 
this proportion was, saying 
"current rates are confidential to 
the council of the university." 
He said council were the only ones 
who had authority to release the 
figures. 

Mr Mills said Rhodes had taken in 
the schools' contracts to "save 
jobs". Since 1977 the Rhodes 
staff has been reduced from 46 to 
40 (nobody wa s fired). 

At the end of the interview Mr 
Mills remarked that what was going 
on at Rhodes was "for the good of 
the students, and there is no 
story." 

Dr Henderson also requested that 
pass the following message on to 
the editors. "Do the editors feel 
tha t their freedom to publish a 
story should not be in any way 
influenced by responsibi l ity to 
the institution of which they are 
representatives?" 

(see editoPialJ 

LAUNDRY: WHO'S BEEN PULLING 

WHAT STRINGS, AND WHY? 

For once the S.R .C. was unanimous. 
Chris Butler sa id :"a s~ade must 
be called a spade." The time: 
6 March aprox, 9 00 pm. The 
place: The conference table, 
S.R.C. offices. The issue: John 
Penberthy's official name tag. 

Mr Penberthy has been cal ling 
himself the Students Liaison 

PUSHY PENBERTHY 
By James Wright 

Officer but the SRC are adamant 
that the name SSLO (S tudents 
Soci eties Liaison Officer), must 
stay. 

Ni c Wil lett- Clarke, president, 
continued by suggesting "That 
S.R.C. should call him (Mr 
Penberthy) according to what they 
want him to do . 

Sharon May said she thought his 
only duty was "mainly to help 
Elise" (the S. R. C. secretary). 

Rob Morre 11 seemed to sum up the 
S.R . C. view by saying "John 
Penberthy is waving a big stick at 
us and we shouldn't buckle under 
pressure ." 

He described any changing of Mr 
Penberthy's name as "bullshit." 

So Mr Penberthy remains the 
Student Societies Liaison Officer, 
(or SSLO), which Nic Willett-Clarke 
felt was "a nice abbreviation." 
So be it. 
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DR]\6 
AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 

The fun and games of Rag '79 are 
over, and while many students 
played what they regard an impor­
tant part in student community 
act ivity, a number of questions 
about the function of Rag need to 
be answered. 

This term students have seen the 
'good' side of Rag, but what doe s 
it really involve? This article 
attempts to give an alternative 
viewpoint of this s-cudent charity 
scheme_ which has become so popular 
on campuses around the country. 

o..V\J. i ~cLA. ~e ; V\ ; t 

tlt, ev-e- i"' s teo.. d. . 

--\\ ---- /~ 

PUBLIC 
LECTURE 

THE VOICE __ Qf PRO­

PHECY IN BLACK POETRY 

There is another side to Rag. JANET FRAZER talks about i t .. .. 

Rag - Women on their knees ? 

The aim of Rag i s to raise money 
for charity, and this it certainly 
does, indirectly acknowledging the 
need for social change. But while 
recognising this need, Rag serves 
to perpetuate the status quo. 
By providing temporary aid instead 
of constructive long term solutions 
the organisation lessens the 
de s ire of people to e li minate 
social inequality. 

The Rag organisation, whi l e full 
of good intentions, salves the 
guilt of privileged white students 
by raising money instead of 
consciou sness. The vast majority 
of its supporters have never 
questioned the aims or effects 
of Rag, but get involved merely 
for the fun offered. fly equating 
mo;1ey with happiness, they feel 
that they have done their 'bit'. 

When asked why they are invol ve d 
in Rag activities, many students 
automat ically reply "It ' s for 
charity", without quest i on i ng the 
implications. 

by 

PROFESSOR 
EZEKIEL 

MPHAHLELE 

Supporters use 'Charity' to excuse 
the drunkenness and sexism that 
accompanies Rag, by stating that 
"the means justify the ends". 

However, the mean s - women being 
paraded as a ' chann front', 
sexist fund-raising activities, 
elite balls, royalty and drunken-
ness - are hardly compat i bl e 

with the poverty of the Rag 
benefi ci aries. 

Many students who conscientiously 
enter Rag with the intention of 
raising furids for charity se laom 
question the fact that Rag proceeds 
are only donated to government 
approved organisations and 
charities. Because the money 
corr'"s largely from the business 
sector, Rag may not fund any 
organisation which effectively 
opposes the present system. 

By supporting Government approved 
charitie s, Rag absolves the 
Government of a role it should 
itself be fulfilling. 

Sen ior Research Fellow 
African Studies Institute 

University of the Witwatersrand 

and 

Vi s iting Fellow 

IS E A 

In recent years Rag has become an 
elitist organisation, offering 
status and prestige to its exec­
utive . It plays down the actual 
socia l education of students as 
this would alienate many of the 
leggy, beery supporters. 

Yet the exte.nsive need for charity 
in South Africa which gives rise 
to organisations such as Rag is 
proof of the need for extensive 
social re-education and change. 

ARTS LECTURE THEATRE 

L /RIL 8.00 P.M. 

ALL WELCot•IE 



Grahamstown ... a little oasis situated between 
picturesque Peddie and Pulsa~ing PF. ... Onee a 
year the settlers have an uprising . It's 
called "Rag". 

Latent bisexual tendencies blossom .... 

Others go to any lengths tb 
get attention . 

Pix : MARK PALMOS 

""~ 
.~·;·v·, 

Floats float on ... 

"Rag stunts" provide 
Charles Atlas pseuds 
shirts, pants, ... 

We m<?an it . 

An' everybody has a latta phun. 

Then they all go back into retirement. 
Until next year. 
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FIICA FOCUS 
MINING THEIR OWN BUSINESS 

Politics Masters student, GUY BERGER , delves into the conditions of South African m1ners 

When 9000 white Afrikaans-speaking 
workers struck over the employment 
of Coloured workers this month, 
their white Afrikaans-speakin~ 
Go vernment did not merely ignore 
their demands. 

Fanie Botha, Minister of Labour, 
responded by repeatedly urging a 
return to work and warning that 
si milar strikes would not be toler­
ated. 

For those who explain South Africa 
in terms of "l~hites" or "Afrikan­
ers", this conflict seems difficult 
to explain. For the strike brings 
home that Afrikaners are not a 
homogenous group welded to~ether 
in an eternal unity of interests. 
It reminds us that Afrikanerdom 
and white soc iety is a tenuous and 
pragmatic group alliance- not only 
on the basis of culture - but on 
different and changing economic in ­
terests. 

Working Class 
Academics have always been quick to 
dismiss the relevance of class div­
isions to conflict in South Africa 
- especially when it comes to the 
issue of the white working class. 

"If class is so important, why do 
white and black workers have a 
clash of interests?", the argument 
goes. "Quite obviously, racial 
divi sions are paramount". 

But apart from the debatable class­
ification of whites as workers -
many are located in supervisory 
positions - class cannot altogeth­
er be spirited away. For at l east 
within racial groups themselves, 
class has importance. 

And the mineworkers' strike itself 
needs to be explained by reference 
to class divisions within Afrik­
anerdom. 

In many ways the strike was a re­
play of the issues fought out in 
the 1922 Rand Rebellion. Then, 
as now, the image is of a group of 
bigoted and racist white miners 
resisting the progressive and lib­
eral efforts of the mining compan­
ies to promote a system of merit 
and black advancement in South 
Africa's most important industry. 

Capital 
For some, perhaps, it comes as a 
surprise that an Afrikaner govern­
ment should have come out against 
the present strike. The Nation­
alist Party came to power on the 
basis of a coalition between White 
groups: farming, small business 
and workers. But although its 
electoral platform was national­
isation of the mines, the newly 
established Nationalist govern­
ment soon began to promote the 
interests of all sectors of cap­
ital. 

Pass laws and influx control meant 
that labour could be diverted to 
low-wage sectors such as farmin~ 
and mining without any open comp­
etition between the two. Immense 
resources were pumped into educat­
ing white workers to enable them 
to occupy increa singly greater 
positions of skill. 

Two factors have changed this 
happy set-up. 11ost obviously, the 
world recession has force on South 
African capital the need for great­
er exploitation in order to keep 
up profit rates. 

Escalnt-
ting political mobilization and 

resistance to capitalist exploit­
ation by black South African work­
ers has been the reaction to this. 
Once again strikes are on the in­
crease: four already in Natal this 
month. Workers at Eveready in Port 
Elizabeth came out l ast year; bus 
drivers stuck in East London this 
year. 

All th is has upset the apple-cart. 
In the face of pressure, the dom­
inant class alliance is beginning 
to crack up, and the first to be 
jetti soned are the white workers. 

In response to the 8700 positions 
opened up last year in the steel 
industry for blacks, the White 

As far as white (and coloured) 
registered unions go, Arrie Paulus 
leader of the Mine Workers' Union, 
suspects that the commission will 
try to weaken the power of Whites 
by effectively substituting iso­
lated factory committees for the 
present industry based trade un­
ions. 

To this end, Paulus has been try­
ing to build up his union strength 
by recruiting White workers in 
other trades. 2 500 steel workers 
have already signed up. In this 
light, the miner~ strike was part­
ly a show of strength to attract 
more workers, as well as a warn­
ing to Wiehann and the state to 
leave White labour alone. 

Paulus has summed up the issue: 
"There is no little apartheid or 
big apartheid. Either you protect 
white workers or you don't". 

The show of strength was, however, 
a show of weakness. After six days 
the strike collapsed having failed 
to get the mines to backtrack on 
their pol icy of black 'advancement'. 

White miners however, have not 
only lost their accumulated leave 
and pay benefits by striking. They 
have lost an important historical 
battle to capital - a battle whic~ 
throws into doubt the future of 
the Afrikaner monolith and which 
raises the question of where 
white workers will now turn. 

Racial Overtones 
A closer look at both strikes how­
ever reveals behind the racial 
overtones a clash of vested econ­
omic interests. 1922 was sparked 
off when white workers reacted to 
an attempt by the mining companies 
to undercut them with black workers. 

While the action of the mine-owners 
was, as today, inspired not by a 
noble sentiment of fair play but 
by crude economic interests, the 
responses of white workers was not 

--r;:;,:=-;;:;;;:;;:--;::=~;-"""""--""""'-=--=-=------ based solely on racial prejudice. 
Instead it was the predictable at­
titude of any skilled group faced 
with undercutting. The response 
was strike and rebellion. 

Conditions 
As in 1979, the 1922 Government 
took the side of capital and broke 

UJ..IIA.o.kJ.--..Jilow.II.WWIIIIII.:~ ~he strike. This action was repaid 
1n the 1924 election when Smuts was 
ousted and replaced by the Nation­
alist- Labour Pact government. 

Artisan Staff Association passed a 
motion condemning the Minister of 
Labour. The task of dealing with 
white workers has now fallen to the 
Wiehann Commission into Labour Aff­
airs. 

Although the commission has not yet 
published its recommendations, a 
number of leaks have gained rumour 
status. It seems that l~iehann might 
suggest recognition of the hitherto 
unregistered African trade unions -
although with certai n provisos 
written into the recognition. 

In a capitalist society, it is dif­
ficult for a government to oromote 
the_interests of workers against 
c~p1tal. It is a question of who 
Wlelds real power, and even the 
Pact g?vernment - contrary to pop­
u~a~ w1sd?m - could only secure verJ 
l1m1ted r1ghts for white workers. 
The Industrial Conciliation act 
for in~tance, only allows striking 
for wh1tes under very particular 
conditions. South Africa was and 
is by no means a "White Worl<ers' 
State". 
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AFIIC FOCUS 
'IT'S GETTING WORSE'­

MPHAHLELE 
Professor Ezekiel Mphahlele, a 
once banned South African writer, 
is currently visiting fellow at 
the Institute for the Study of 
English in Africa at Rhodes. He 
has been a nominee for the Nobel 
Prize in literature, and has a 
Ph. D. in English. 

RHODEO: Since leavinq SA, where 
have you studied? 

MPHAHLELE: I already had my BA 
han s., MA, under Unisa. 
I taught English in Niger­
ia for four years - a tre-
mendous change from SA. 
The coun try was about to 
go independent, and col­
onialism was nothing like 
it was here. Then I went 
to France, and worked as 
as a director with the 
Congress for Cultural 
Freedom, promoting lit­
erary and artistic activ­
ities in Africa. After 
teaching in Kenya for 
three years, I went to 
the USA, and finished my 
Ph. D. there. 

RHODEO: What were the attitudes 
towards South Africa? 

MPHAHLELE: At that time most peop­
le were ignorant of the 
South African s ituation. 
It was only after Sharpe­
vi lle in 1960, and the 
shoot ing of 70 people in 
cold blood that people 
became really interested 
and really hostile. USA, 
the continent, African 
countries - all condemn­
e~ SA as they ~ud~en ly 
became aware of the sys­
tem he re. Many SA pol-
itici ans - black and 

white - became refugees, 
and were instrumental in 
letting the facts out to 
the world. 

RHODEO: Have you seen the situa­
tion in SA change during 
your period of exi le 
from 1957 until 1977? 

MPHAHLELE: Yes - for the worse. 
There are more l aws, 
tougher than before. 
There are .more detentions 
and bannings. The 1976 
event, the children be­
ing killed, is a witness 
to this effect. No, 
there has been no chanqe 
for the better at all : 
the fundamentals like 
human justice haven't 
moved. Living conditions, 
basic needs like food, 
freedom of mobility, and 
of residence - these 
things don't exist as 
they should. The compara­
tive freedoms, such as 
mixed sport, are no com­
fort. 

GILLIAN McAINSH 
IIIII COME'S FACE TO FACE WITH ONE OF THE FOREMOST WRITERS TO COME OUT OF S.A.IIill 

RHODEO: What do you write, and 
what is the reaction to 
it? 

MPHAH LELE :Mostly fiction, with 
some ooetry and literary 
criticism. I was banned 
because of my writing, 
and my thoughts and 
att itudes expressed 
in it. Those at this 
institute have tremen­
dous respect for my 
work, others also are 
impressed. Because of 
my bannin~ my books have 
never been published, 
circulated or reviewed 
here, so I cannot give 
the average view of the 
average South African. 

RHODEO: Are there any outstand­
ing black writers in 
S.A? 

MPHAHLELE:Yes there are, particul­
arly as poets. Most of 
the establ ished bl ack 
writers are in exile. 
Also there is always the 
threat of censorship. 
~e have a new generation 
in this decade who have 
bequn to be active. 
The Jo'burg magazine 
"Staffrider" is a lively 
and vibra nt example of 
black literature. 

I am optimistic, but 
not in the short term. 
What saddens me and 
sours my optimism is thE 
attitude of the average 
white S.A. student -
high school and uni­
versity - towards the 
situation in this 
country. Where you 
would expect enlighten­
ed and radical opinion 
you don't find it. 
Th~r-e is a kind of 
indifference and even 
ho st ility to blacks and 
the s ituation. Althougr 
you would ex~ect many 
of them to be reaction­
aries, the large 
majority support the 
system or else are too 
scared to do anything 
positive against it. 
Most whites are born 
into a land of privilege 
and they allow their 
consciousness to go to 
sleep because they are 
comfortable in that 
position. 

RHODEO: What do you see the 
educated black man's 
position in society as? 
Is it different to his 
white counterpart? 

MPHAHLELE:Definitely different. 
We are living in a 
fragmented society -
culturally and socially. 
We have been made to 
think more of what he 
can do for his own 
people, because they 
need him more badly. 
He has, ideally, and 
theoretically, that 
social role but he is 
prevented from being 
effective because of 
restrictions that exist. 
For example, he lives 
in a ghetto, and so his 
chances of developing 
are severely limited. 

He is not free to offer 
his best talents because 
of lack of institutions, 
or the poor facilities 
in those existing ones­
his role is therefore 
very much handicapped. 
For instance on my 
return to s.A, I applied 
for a job teaching 
English at the Univers­
ity of the North (the 
only black university 
in the Transvaal). The 
committee unanimously 
appointed me - but it 
was vetoed by the 
Minister of Education 
and Training, and 
eventually given to a 
white man. 
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VEILED THREATS 
from page nine story . 

Dr Henderson' s message to the editors mu st be seen in its true 
context. 

He makes a pretence of appealing on behalf of the students, saying 
it is in their interests that we don't pub lish. 

Yet he represents the head of the institution which is giving the 
students a bad deal. 

His concern is plainly not with the students, but with the economic 
interests of the institution. 

It is because we do feel a responsibility to "the institution of 
which we are representatives" that we have printed the story, despite 
attempts by the VC and Mr Mills t o play down the issue . We're just 
trying to help everybody. 

WAR PSYCHOSIS 
The recent upsurge of violence on campus can be put down to a variety 
of things. No less important reason, i s the present 'war psychosi~' 
attitude being generated by P.W. Botha's military government. 

letters to the 

EDITOR 
Dear Ed 

From the start, the Izak Smuts -
Auret van Heerden debate came over 
as ' schlentered.' 

The date : Rob Taylor, Debating 
Society Chair, refused to change 
the dat e even though it cl as hed 
with another Nusas function. This 
naturally put Nusas in a difficult 
po s ition - for van Heerden not to 
debate would have reflected badly 
on Nusas. 

The topic: The debate topic : 
"Nu sas a ims to replace one form 
of indoctrination with another" -
especially summarised as "Nusas -
propaganda" - i s deeply biased. 
It prejudiced Nusas' image and put 
it immediatel y on the defensive . 

Introduction of Smuts: In what 
appeared as an attempt to pit the 
PFP against Nusas, Smuts was 
introduced as Chair of the lo ca l 
PFP youth branch. Thi s, as 
emerged from question time, had 
no bearing bn the debate, and 
Smuts admitted to being there in 
his personal capacity . 

Audience: It is rumottred that 
Smuts can vas sed the Rhodesian 
society before the debate to whip 
up support for him in the debate. 
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The allegations above are obvious­
ly based on conjecture. However, 
a response from these mentioned 
would be appreciated. Are Smuts 
and Taylor collaborating for some 
purpose? Further, as self-oro­
claimed liberals, could they say 
what the ir vi ews are on the future 
of the left-liberal alli ance that 
exists on our campuses? 

Yours faithfully, 
Guy Berger . 

Sir, 

As a Rhodesian, I would be amongst 
the first to conqratulate the 
Prime Minister o* Rhodesia, Ian 
Smith, on being chosen by the 
University of Port Elizabeth to 
receive an honorary doctorate . By 
the same token U.P .E. must also be 
congratulated for doing somethi ng 
which Rhodes University has had 
every opportunity to do and in 
fact has been urged to do from 
some quarters for many years, but 
has had the initiative wrested 
from them yet once again . 

It is a well-known fact that Ian 
Smith not only graduated from 
Rhodes University, but was also 
President of the SRC, and has more 
than once stated that he received 
his early grounding in politics 
at Rhodes. Many Rhodesians here at 
Rhodes agree with me that nothing 
would have been more fitting than 
for an 'old boy ' of the University 
to have been honored by his own 
alma mater for his proven state ­
manship and involvement in wo r ld 
affairs . It should also be added 
that Rhode s has a l ong hi story of 
involvement with Rhod es i a and thou­
sands of Rhodesians have been edu­
cated here. The histor i ca l connec­
tion of U.P .E . to Rhodes ia can only 
be described as extremely recent. 
Enough su i d. 

Yours faithfully 
A.A.GRANGE R. 

EDITORIAL ADVISOR: Mark Dobson 

CONTRIBUTORS: Boy J ohnson 
Guy Berger 
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It 's GRAFFITI's fourth birthday. I Roodt elaborated on this in 
a letter to the same edition 

Hip Hip Hooray of l~i ts Student : 

Wits' 
" f7 Perve 

Happening 

Confusion reigned in the 
Wits Great Hall recently, 
when a cultural "Happening" 
presented by SRC anarchist 
and Cultural Affairs Sec­
retary, Dan Roodt, coincid­
ed with an address on hum­
an rights in South Africa 
by Helen Suzman, PFP MP for 
Houghton. 

Dan Roodt is no stranger to 
Rhodeo, having appeared in 
ish number one saying he 
represented all political 
perverts on campus. 

Wits Student (13 March) re­
ports: "Roodt stepped onto 
the stage with 'caddy' in 
tow, carrying a set of golf 
clubs. Roodt removed his 
shirt revealing a Nusas T­
shirt and then placed a 
plastic golf-ball on the 
stage. He selected a club 
and discussed the strategy 
of the shot with his caddy. 

"Tony Leon, who chaired the 
meeting approached Mrs Suz­
man to stop the meeting. 
Mrs Suzman insisted on con­
tinuing saying that the 
audience would soon get bar· 
ed with Roodt's antics. 
"Roodt tried a few practice 
shots and then misplayed the 
ball into the audience. He 
then left the stage." 

Commenting later, Mrs 
Suzman said the happening 
was "very nice but he had a 
terribly flat swing". 

Roodt, however, was not so 
accomodating. "My portfolio 
requires subtlety and creat­
ivity, unlike the other 
portfolios", he said. "I 
was furthering cultural aff­
airs by presenting 'The 
Happening', an accepted and 
widely practised art form 
in Europe ... it just so hap­
pened that Helen Suzman in­
sisted on distract1ng the 
audience's attention at the 
exact same time that I found 
a hall full of people in 
which to stage my 'Happening' 

"Unfortunately the noble 
event was somewhat marred 
by Auntie Helen who hap­
pened to be lapsing into 
one of her interminable 
tirades against the vile 
maladorous uncivilised 
Boers/Dutchmen/Rock Spiders 
/Nats (her socio-political 
insight ends at ethnic 
stereotypes) at the exact 
same t i me as I found a hall 
full of people in front of 
whom to stage my happen­
ing." 

Roodt was also miffed when 
Wits SRC President, 
Clifford Goldsmith said of 
the happening: "Dan has 
every right to express his 
views but it is not right 
if he sees it as part of 
his role on the SRC and 
Nusas." 

In his letter, Roodt said 
that Goldsmith "was talking 
shit when he suggested that 
my happening had no con­
nection with the SRC. It 
had every connection with 
t he SRC. By presenting a 
cultural happening, Roodt 
feels he was carrying out 
the duties of his portfolio . 

Roodt was also adamant that 
the happening had everyth­
ing to do with Nusas: "Was 
I not wearing a Nusas 
T-shirt and thereby indenti· 
fying myself with the 
National Union", he wrote. 
"Have I not the right to 
proclaim my opinions as 
a member of Nusas under the 
label of Nusas until such 
time as Nusas decides to 
kick me out and refund my 
money?" 

At a recent SRC meeting, 
Roodt caused a furore by 
arriving in a coffin, his 
face painted white. 
So it seems that Dan Roodt 
can't be accused of not 
living up to his election 
manifesto, which started: 
"Being a broadminded person, 
I feel myself suited to rep-

resent the large contingent 
of political perverts on 
campus." 

Sexy Pseud 
Well, in the time that's 
elapsed since the last 
ish, I have had time to 
discover a couple of new 
pseuds which I've not had 
occasion to notice before. 
These have been skulking 
in the nether regions of 
our institution. 

THE FEMINIST PSEUD 

This creature lurks mostly 
in digs. It is almost 
exclusively female, except 
when trying to "conscien­
tise the masses" of "sexist" 
women on campus who tact­
fully accept their inferior 
position in society. 

They sign themselves Ms and 
wear shapeless clothes,which 
do not allow lustful ogling 
men to suss out their artis­
tic form. This presents 
something of a problem for 
artists. 

Some do not shave their 
legs, ect., so take some 
elastoplast with you when 
visiting your feminist 
friends. Might be advisable 
to break both your arms too, 
so that you don't get drow­
ned in the sink when ref­
using to wash dishes. 

Don't open car doors for 
them, let them walk through 
an entrance first, or pull 
out her chair for her. 
You're likely to become a 
wall flower in a pretty­
patterned floral wall 
paper. 

A select few rave and sport 
slogans about which they 
know nothing, jeopardise 
ordinary language until 
it is unrecognisable, and 
in fact are anti-rag. 

This kind of feminist can 
be classified under the 
Feminist pseud hypocrite, 
who suffers from such a 

dose of sexist inferiority 
that she feels compelled to 
exploit and use men to suit 
her own ends. This kind of 
mutant may be hazardous to 
your health. 

Atrocious Sowism 

An hysterical male tearful­
ly told Rhodeo of the "dis­
gusting exploitation" of 
the male body that he had 
seen in a "depraved spec­
tacle" recently. 

The occasion was the Botha 
slave auction. 

The man, nicknamed "Halit­
osis Hennie" and his side­
kicks, Cocky Jacks and 
Jannie Skaapera of the 
Rhodes Bowel Movement, told 
us all dewy-eyed that the 
Auction had reduced the men 
to slaves. 

"The perversion of men 
into sexual objects parad­
ing their sexuality to vul­
gar women, was no less 
than," (wait for it), 
"atrocious sowism", Hennie 
wailed. 
At this stage the men had 
to be comforted. 

Oh f or the days 
when men were 

men! 

0 
0 
0 

Cocky sniffed- "It could 
have been sporting but (sob) 
... some of the comments­
"Does he (expletive delet­
ed)" (sic) and "look at 
that crotch" were remi n is­
cent of the sowist "Mr Sho­
ulders" competition. 

In full cry Jannie condemned 
the men for consenting to 
take part- "It has some­
thing to do with the male 
apathy with regard to the 
Rhodes Bowel Movement." He 
received nods from Halitosis 
and Cocky. 

"Women must stop this sow­
ism, each with her own fin­
ger in the nostril of every 
degraded, exploited man on 
this campus," Cocky added. 

15 
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NEW COREA DISAPPOINTS 
Corea : keyboards 
Joe Farrell : flute , soprano, 

tenor 
Al Vizzutti : trumpet 
Jim Pugh : trombone 
Bunny Brune l : bass 
Tom Bre chtlein : drums 
Arito Moreira : pe r cussion 

plus strings and additional brass 

Don't make the mistake of com­
paring Corea's new album with 
Friends. This is an easy trap 

but the two albums are too far 
removed from each other for s uch 
a comparison to be constructive . 
Friends was a quartet outing with 

the emphasis on individual art­
istry, free-flowing interplay 
and straight ahead, no- bullshit 
grooving. Each musician was 
given ample room to project and 
expand his personality around the 
framework of Corea's melodies. 
The result was a powerful state ­
ment of contemporary, improvised 
music by four of its leading 
exponents . 
Obviously Agent doesn't set out 
to do the same thing, and to try 
and relate it to Friends is not 
to do the album credit. 
Agent follows in the same 
tradition as Leprechaun, Music­
magic and Mad Hatter, with Corea 
reaching out as an arranger and 
composer for large ensemble, 
scoring boldly for brass and 
strings, developing his use of 
synthesizer, and leaving some 
room for other soloists but with 
the leader's writing always 
p redomi nan t. 
Farrell and the boys are given 
opportunity to say their thing, 
but within defined limits : their 
solos colour Corea's charts but 
rarely dominate them. 

Gimmicky Presen1ation 
Like the other albums of its kind, 
the first aspect of Agent that 
strikes you is a negative one : 
ginmicky presentation. This i s 
of course irrelevant as far as 
the music itself is concerned, but 
very relevant to one's approach 
and to an ultimate evaluation of 
the a 1 bum. 

What is basically a children's 
story about rabbits, seems an un­
likely book to top the Time best­
seller lists for severar-weeks on 
the trot, but this is just what 
Richard Adams's "Watership Down" 
did when it was first published 
two years ago. 
After reading it, it is not diffi­
cult to see why; it is a heartwar­
ming, compelling escapist adventure 
story about the quest of a few 
rabbits - among them a psychic 
rabbit called Fiver who foresees 
the destruction of their home 
warren - for a new home, and their 
subsequent efforts to defend it. 
Adams draws on his extensive know­
ledge of natural history- to des ·· 

Pictures of Chick Corea in charm­
in g ~1ad Hat garb, or acting a 
latter-day Bond are in genious and 
corny as he 11, and one can't he 1 p 
suspecting that the music i s 
similarly contrived. 

The fact that Corea draws ex­
tensively on his knowledge of 
modern classical styles, together 
with this kind of packaging, 
encourages the criticism tha t his 
music is pretentious. Such a 
view is understandable (but where 
do you draw the distinction 
be t;~een preten s ion and 'honesty'?) 
and Corea's writing is often 
elaborately academic. 

But what is more pertinent is that 
he has created a very individual 
and distinctive idiom that is 
hi ghly sophisticated and intel­
ligent . His combination of 
different musical elements and 
forms - Spanish, rock, classical 
together with advanced and comp­
lex harmonies - mark him as a 
leaJer in his field. 

Agent is nevertheless not uo to 
scratch. ' 

'Slinky ' .grooves along pleasantly, 
~ut rema1ns bland and uninspired 
1n conception and performance. 

The simple ostinato bass motif 
just grinds on tediously while 
nothing of real interest happens 
on top. 

'The Golden Dawn' is as hackneyed 
as it sounds, the typical form­
ulatic scenario-type opening 
track, full of gi rrrni ck ry 
including misplaced rock 'n roll 
allusions, and wholly dispensable. 

'Mirage' is a trombone / keyboard 
duet, with Pugh soloing again st 
a snifting synthesizer back drop. 
The effect is potentially 
beautiful, but the track is too 
short . Pugh isn't given time to 

Relevant rabbits 
Book Review by NIGEL WRENCH 

cribe the country graphically; 
it is a world of beeches and 
foxgloves, of wild dogs and 
snares. 
Nowhere does the reader doubt that 
the rabbits are absolutely real: 
there are fights with foxes, 
brushes with that deadly enemy, 
man, and even battles with other 
rabbits. Virtually the whole 

story is told from the rabbits' 
point of view - from the doomed 
warren through the new warren at 
Watership Down, to the "military 
dictatorship of Efrafa", the cap­
tivated reader follows the trials 
and tribulations . 

Adams invents a whole rabbit myth­
ology for his story; it includes 

unfold, and is largely over· 
shadowed by the synthesizers 
anyway. 

Bold Hrass 

'Glebe St. Blues' is down-to-earth 
and exciting: swinging, up-tempo 
funk punctuated by bold brass 
fills, with a brass/strings 
di a 1 ogue and c 1 i mbi n g unison 1 i nes 
for tenor and synthesizer towards 
the climactic end. 

Farrell plays some fine, shouting 
tenor, and Vizzuti also take s a 
short l~aynardish solo. For a 
change, Gayle Moran sounds quite 
natural. 
'Fickle Funk ' is solid, charginq 
fu s ion with everyone relatively 
uninhibited and coo king convin­
cingly . The t heme is dynamic and 
uncomplicated . Vizzuti sparkles 
on fluge l horn and Farrell's 
soprano simply takes off. 
'Hot l~ews Blues' features Al 
Jarreau's engaging vocal, but he 
fails to fire an uneven tful 
number. 'Central Park' is 
rhymba-rock with shades of 
'Spanish Heart' in the choir 
vocals. Indifferent solos en 
route by Corea, Brunel, Vizzuti 
and Pugh. 
'Agent' is not uninteresting, and 
as usual it is an efficient and 
technichally polished production. 
~Jh at it 1 acks is vita 1 i ty. 

Emotionally Vapid 
Too often it lapses into a mech­
anical, emotionally vapid and 
cliched rut. Solos are brief 
and are rarely given the chance 
to develop sati s factorily, while 
the charts are too sparse to 
provide the kind of compelling 
irrrnediacy that is needed. The 
two indulgent vocal solos which 
cover entire cuts drag on and 
n-erely drift, as one title 

suggests . 

Without 'Fickle Funk' and 'Glebe 
St. Blues' the album would be 
pretty thin. As it is, this 
secret agent is competent but 
tired. 

a Black Rabbit of whom all are 
terrified and El-ahrairah, the 
saviour of rabbitkind. Snippets 
of rabbit language add to the at­
mosphere of realism. 

The obvious comparison with Tol­
kien's "Lord of the Rings" leaves 
"Watership Down" unscathed; "Rings'' 
is written on a different level, 
portraying a world of complete 
fantasy, while "Down" shows a 
world that many will recognise. 

"Watership Down" is not just a 
book, but an unforgettable expe­

rience; my advice is, read it -
soon! 

n 
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Lion, Witch and wardrobe 

Janet Buckland's adaptation of 
C:S. Lewis 's book "The Lion, the 
W1tch and th e Wardrobe" has re­
ta ined all the magic of CSL's 
storytelling ma stery. 

The play is a fast-moving whirl 
through a kaleidoscopt of colour · 
dance mime and acting. It comes' 
as a rare opportunity for 
chi l drens' entertainment - the last 
real pantomime in Grahamstown was 
in 1977 - in a situation where mos t 
drama is di rec t ed at th e adult and 
academi c l evel . This does not 
imply that an audience from the 
department 's other production, Alan 
Ayckbourne' s "Absurd Pers on 
Singular" would come away from 
"Wardrobe" without having been 
thoroughly transported into a 
worl d of convincing and pleasing 
enchan tment. 

For any child 's t heatre to 
work, the ac tors must have 
complete competence and belief in 
their parts, and this can often be 
more demanding than some adult 
dramas. This is a challenge for 
the "children", Lawrence Hilton 
as Edmund, Giselle Desjardins 
as Lucy, Gordon Greaves as Peter 
and Karin Jorg as Susan , to live 
up to for the play to be con­
vincing . 

The themes also hold messages for 
older audiences. Aslan the Lion, 
king of Narnia (William Popper) 
becomes a Christ figure and the 
~hite Witch (Marianthe Anastopollis) 
a female Lucifer in a typically 
Lewisian religious sub-theme. 

Mangrim (Chri s Goetsch), the 
Witch's side-kick and head of 
Narnian Secret Police, has a number 
of motives and actions already 
familiar in our own, far from 
enchanted country. 

A keen cast getting into Zions , witches etc. 

..THAT'S THE WAY THE 
KRYPTONITE CRUMBLES II 

Happily the first movie to cash in 
on the "Star Wars" innovations, is 
one which actuallv needs the tech­
niques to be fully successful. The 
story of a hero with superstrength , 
supervision and superintell i gence 
and having his origins on another 
planet, is given a most acceptable 
and enjoyable realism. Planets ex­
plode, Superman flies, Brando app­
ears posthumously for another five 
minutes and l! m1llion dollars , and 
one can believe it all. 

by Jeremy Barris 

ZANY HUMOUR 

The story and effects are well-done 
as is the way in which the stereo­
types and zany humour of the orig­
inal comics have been transformed 
into sophisticated and amusing 
characters. Lex Luther, the vill­
ain, is portrayed brilliantly by 
Gene Hackffian, as a parody genius, 
the tongue in his cheek well enough 
hidden to provide sufficient cred­
ible villainy for the purposes of 

the plot. Christopher Reeve is 
good in a role which isn't demand­
ing - he just has to look good, 
moral, undaunted and deliver the 
occasional witty line with a half­
smile (as well as stop earthquakes, 
resurrect people, etc.). 

DELIGHTFUL 

The whole movie is delightful and 
those who don't see it miss out on 
something. But that's the way the 
kryptonite crumbles. 

Narnia's inhabitants are as 
magical as their country, and 
thoroughly at home in the world of 
tree-spirits and nymphs that the 
children, through their accident 
in a large wardrobe , unwittingly 
enter. Mr and Mrs Beaver (Peter 
~1al herbe and Jenny Sharp) are the 
staunch, yet rather eccentric 
suppo r ters of King Aslan. 

Overthrown 

The friend l v Faun, Mr Tumnus 
(Mike Mi ll s) i s actually in the 
pay of the Witch to ca pture all 
"Sons of Adam and Daughters of 
Eve" , so that she can prevent the 
fulfillment of the prophecy that 
when two sons of Adam and two 
daughters of Eve sit on the four 
thrones at Cair Paravel Carlte, her 
rule of tyranny and despotism will 
be overthrown. 

So if you are into enchanted 
Turkish Delight, Deep Magie on the 
Stone Table, swordfights, beautiful 
dancers and plenty of make believe, 
come to the world of Narnia. 
Performances open on 29 March 
and end on the 31st. 

WOT 
NONSINCE! 

Jeremy Barris went t o see "Love 
and Bullet s ". 

There was an actor named Bronson 
Whose movies have lately been 

nonsen ; 

His role has no soul 
And it seems that its goal 
Is to encourage the use of 

Guronsan · 
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muts s es 
to Right by 

Nigel Wr>ench 

The conservative element on the 
SRC has been strengthened by the 
election of Dave Black, an HED 111 
student, who won the Smuts Hall 
by-election in a landslide victory . 

''Liberal Nationalist" 
Black , who classes himself as a 
"very liberal Nationalist", is 
vehemently anti-NUSAS. "There is no 
conservative society on campus to 
counter NUSAS," he says, adding 
that he has no plans to start such 
a society . "But if approached I 
would support it . " 

A reason for his standing was that 
he thought the SRC - being pro -
NUSAS - was not representative of 
the campus. "If the SRC is pro -
Nusas, then it is not truly repre­
sentative," he says. 

s RC Meet in 
The next statutory meeting of the 
SRC will be held on Tuesday 3 Apri l 
at 7.30 in the Rob An tonissen room. 

All students are we l come as obser­
vers, and they may ask for speaking 
rights . 

SA WRITERS 
TALK 

ANDRE BRINK 

ADINE GORDIMER 

ZEKIEL MPHAHLELE 

in a 

Round Table Discussion 
on 

THE POSITION OF THE 

WRITER IN SOUTH AFRICA 

RHODE S UNIVERSITY 
THEATRE 

17 APRI L 

All Welcome 

8.00 PM 

Sponsored by I S E A 

*** 

NRP not PFP 
Asked about his politics on a nat­
ional level, Black- a Rhodesian 
citizen resident i n South Africa 
on a British passport, says that he 
would probably vote for the NRP . 
"I'm definitely more conservative 
than the PFP," he adds. He feels 
that a modified form of homeland 
government is the answer to the 
country's problems. 

"Racial Contact" 

His aims for the year as Societies' 
Councillor include contact at 
societies-level with Fort Hare. 
"Racial contact at this level is 
very valuable," he said. He does 
not feel that his anti - NUSAS 
stance will prejudice his dealings 
with NUSAS Projects society. "That 
is on SRC level," he added. 

Black i s against residence apart­
heid, but "the SRC can't do much 
about it". 

His opponent in the el~ction, vet­
eran SRC campaigner Jose de Sousa 
an Oppidan, received only five 
votes. 

Projects 
Dynamism 

by Chr>is Butler> 

Chris Butler again demonstrates 
his characteristic dynamism in 
advertising an S.R.C Projects 
Sub- committee. He tal d me today 
that he had delayed the election 
of this committee until the S.R.C. 
budget had been passed. Now that 
he knows the financial status quo, 
he can plan his proposed projects 
accordingly. 
"The S.R.C. is there to serve the 
students , but , it can do nothing 
without their help". 

Rhodes/UPE 
The annual meeting of the Rhodes 
and UPE SRC's was held on Tuesday 
27 february at Rhodes. 

The agenda included arrangements 
for the annual intervarsi ty 
sport s competition between Rhodes 
and UPE . Under discussion was the 
points system in the competition. 

Rhodes propose d that separate 
trophies be awarded for the 
1st XV rugby competition and the 
intervarsity competition, based 
on an internal points system. 
UPE said they would liaise with 
the Rhodes Intervars ity chairman, 
John Rainier to finalise the 
arrangements. 

Other topics included the black 
students controversy. The Rhodes 
SRC expressed its opposition to 
the new system of residence segre­
gation, as it served to alienate 
the black students from the rest 
of campus. 

Election confusion 
by Rob Mor>r>ell 

When nominations for the Jan Smuts 
by-election closed on 23 February, 
only one nomination had been rec­
eived. The nomination s were ex­
tended but still no further nom­
inations were received. However 
two objections were raised, namely 
1. Jose de Sousa ' s nominator s were 
not all eligible to nominate him; 
2. I had breached the election 
rules by informing Smuts Hall that 
only one nomination had been re­
ceived. Election rules required 
me to furni sh the NAME of the nom­
inee. 
I started from scratch again. 
Nominations opened again on the 
26th February and closed on Weds­
day noon. Once again on 1 y one 
nomination wa s received - Jose de 
Sousa's- thi s time it was valid. 
Nominations reopened until noon on 
Thursday lst March, and David 
Black's nomination was received. 

Mike Mitchley,Adamson Sen ior Stud­
ent, and I then arranged a grazzle 
for Friday lunch, and at the same 
time tins and notebooks were dis­
tributed. 

Grazzle 
Unfortunately, through some mis­
understanding, the senior student 

lnggs changes 
portfolio 
by Char>lie Inggs 

SR.c 
:::MF1¢ES= 

Please Sir>, 
por>tfo lio? 

S.R.C. Communications councillor 
Charlie Inggs has had his port­
folio renamed Publicity and 
Communications . The reasoning is 
that as Publicity i s the main 
work of his portfolio it is 
essential that this is indicated 
to the student-body and public, 
whil e retaining the word commun­
ications to avoid reducing the 
possible scope of the portfolio. 

Char l i e i s very in teres ted in the 
possibility of forming a campus 
Publicity sub-committee to assist 
in the publicity of S.R.C. events 
such as S.R.C. balls and elections . 
He would appreciate it if any 
interested persons could contact 
him through Mrs Elise De Villiers 
the S. R. C. Permanent Secretary 
(Upstairs Rhodes Union Building). 

of Smuts, Tez Bryant, failed to 
chair the grazzle, so although 
both candidates were there, no 
grazzle took place. De Sousa 
later waived his option to anot­
her grazzle. 

The election took place on March 
5 in the Adamson annexe and Jan 
Smuts. 

Results 
The results were:Black 46 

De Sousa 5 
Abstentions 3 

Percentage Poll 60% 
D. A. Black was accordingly elected 
and the result pinned to the Kaif 
notice board. 

"need help" 
Apart from my own ignorance, 
which was partly instrumental in 
causing the extended run of nom­
inations, the election itself went 
off very well . Unfortunately , 
however, I was left to run it all 
by myself, which is perhaps my 
fault. However, I would like to 
suggest that other SRC members, 
particularly the Vice-President 
and ot he r SRC members of previous 
Years who have had election-run­
ning experience, offer their help. 

Leadership 
conference 

by Nic Wi l l ett Clarke 

On 10 March a meeting of white SRC 
Presidents was held at Potchef­
stroom University and the question 
of holding an SRC conference was 
discussed. 

It was decided to hold a confer­
en ce again this year but to term 
it a "Student Leaders' Conference" 
and to open the delegations to 
non-SRC members. 
Delegations would be divided into 
groups, to discuss various topics, 
and then meet for general sessions 
to discu ss vi ewpoi nts. 

"QtY> 
'JJI.fHLIK ( 

Willett- Clar>ke blows the minds of 
SRC pr>esidents at Potchef str>oom 

Students will be free to attend, 
but daily press will be excluded. 
Topics decided on were: Relevance 
of white politics, Race, Ethnicity 
and identity, Role of Student 
Government in the university, 
Re-asessment of our Education and 
Role of women in society. 

The Conference will be held at 
Stellenbosch University on 5, 6 
and 7 July and the SRC will be in~ 
viting interested Rhodes students 
to join the Rhodes delegation. 



·-· 
Union 
let off 

?y Bryan MUgger idge 

Rh odes l st cricket team narrowly 
missed gai ni ng an outright vi ctory 
over Union Cr i cket Club at the 
Grea t Fi eld on 17 and lR March. 

On a sticky, untrue wicket, Rhodes 
skipper Dave Emsli e los t the vi ta l 
toss and his team wa s sent in to 
bat. 

Rhode s st r ugg l ed aga in st a qood 
bowl i ng attack whi ch includ ed EP 
seamer, Mike van Vuuren, to reach 
179 all out. Brian Barnard and 
Dale .Townsend continued thei r good 
batt1ng form , scoring 38 and 37 
respecti vel y. 

At the close of play, Union were in 
trouble at 7 for l . The followin g 
day Union were bundled out for 11 4, 
l argely due t o some fin e bowl ing 
by Pete Rawson who t ook 3 for 20, 
Collin s 3 f or 41 and Armitage 3 f or 
12. 

This gave Rhod es fir st innings 
points and a l ead of 65 runs . 

Hop ing fo r an outright victory in 
the second i nnings , Rhode s batsmen 
were on the at ta ck right from the 
start. Rhodes declared at 125 for 
four, leaving themselves time to 
bowl Union all out for an outright 
win. 

Rh odes ba t smen, Barnard and Townsend 
sco red 41 and 40 respectively while 
Rob Armitage batted a sound 32. 

Union, needing 190 runs for victory 
once again found the Rhodes attack 
too much for them,and at s tump s 
v1ere 105 for nine wickets . Rhodes 
h~d narrowly mis sed an outrig ht 
v1ctory . Ma j or wic ket-ta kers were 
Alers 3 for 2. Rawson 2 for 15 and 
Collins 3 for 37 . 
Rhodes picked up 12 ~ points from 
the match and thi s has given them 
a chance of ending ru nn er s-u p t o 
U.P .E. in the league . 

edited: Pat Me Cartan 

sportspersonalitlJ: 

SID PENNEY 

t¥~· 
Interv iew: Paul Robinson 

The man in the middle - Sid Penney 

Rhodeo recentl y in te r vi ewed Sid 
Penney, new manage r of Rhodes soccer 
club, on hi s opin i on of Rhodes foot­
ball, and the new image Rhodes hopes 
to portray on and off the field dur­
ing the coming season. 

RHODEO : What are the prospects for 
1979? 
SID: Look at Protea , who were al­
most relegated last season. Louis 
Arde took them over at the st art of 
the season and in their fir st match 
against Grahams town City (runners­
up last season) they produced a sur· 
prise 4-l win. Louis has adopted 
the same coaching methods at Rhode s 
and there can only be reason for 
improvement. With Louis' coaching 
abi lity, the pro spects look good . 

RHODEO: How do you vi ew the posit­
ion at Rhodes thi s year ? 
SID : The organization has improved 
vastly. I did not have much to do 
with Rhodes football l ast year, 
apart from the SAU tournament, but 
I f eel th at Lo ui s ' approach is much 
mo re organized. His "build-up" 
prog ramme has been carefully co­
ordinated and implemented. In the 
past, players have been rusti cated 
and sus pended due to mi sconduct, 
but with Louis' firm approach, we 
ho pe to eliminate thi s. 

RHODEO : Has any promi sing talent 
emerged among fir st years? 
SID : Most of the fir st years are 
in the second team at present, but 
many are knoc king at the door. 
Among others , Angelo Bernieri and 
Armin Junkuhn seem to be the most 
promising. 

RHODEO : And the second team t hi s 
yea r? 
SID : My ma i n gripe i s t hat they 
are not playing in the first div­
ision. Judging on their perfor­
mance against Proteas , who they 
trounced 9-0, I feel they are 
capable of holding their own in 
the fi r st division. The opposi­
tion in the second division leaves 
much to be desired, and I feel 
that the potenti al available just­
ifies first divi s ion status. It 
mu st be made clear that the first 
team is playing in the Eastern 
Cape Premier League . 

RHODEO: Is good spirit emerging 
among new and old? 
SID: Although we miss the old 
faces, the team spirit seems very 
good. At the moment our main con­
cern is to put the liquor aspect 
in the background . Only two 
matches have been played thus far, 
and with + 60 people attending 
practice,-it i s too earl y to voice 
an opinion. 

RHODEO: Could you clarify the 
position regarding Butch Nunn ? 
SID: As far as we know, he has 
registered for one subject . He has 
attended training regul arl y , but 
the problem at tee moment i s 
whether he will be eligible for 
t he SAU tournament . 

RHODEO: Finally, when does the 
Eastern C~pe Premier League begin? 
SID : At t he moment , we haven't 
heard off i cially, but I believe 
the league begins on 18 April, 
after the long weekend . 
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BEWARE 
by Costas Zayanakkis 

Karate 
It is a qui et af t ernoon, and you 
are wal king amid st th e trees and 
fl owers mi nding your own bu s iness 
wh en suddenl y a tremendous eruption 
bursts forth and pierces you r ears. 
With fear in your hea rt (and justly 
so) you shakily survey your sur­
roundings! 

You have just been stunned by the 
full force of the Karate club's 
"kiaa" (war cry ) . 

Due to various problems experiencec 
last year, the club's style has 
changed form JKA to Funakoshi. The 
main advantage of this style is 
that it is more useful for self­
defence purposes, and above all 
more Funakoshi trainers are avail­
able. 

At present there are about 50 mem­
bers, with membership increasing 
daily . 

The Rhodes Karate Club i s conf ident 
of succes s in their fort hcoming 
match against UPE and are present­
ly pl ann i ng ahead for the SAU tour­
nament . 

Judo 
The Judo club at Rhodes has been 
dormant for the past couple of 
years, but was given a sudden and 
welcome revival when Mi ke Ehrman 
offered to fill the post of i nstr­
uctor. 

The club, despite th e limi ted num­
ber of members , got off to a good 
start under Mike's guidance. 

There.are hopes of in creas ing mem­
b~r~hlp and by so doing, the possi­
blllty of obtaining proper Judo 
mats will be more distinct. 

If anyone is giving you problems or 
even if you just want to become fit 
don't hesitate to come to training 
at 5.15 on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Come and join right away. 
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RHODES 
SINK 

The lOOth Buffalo Regatta, held 
annually in East London, was 
celebrated by Rhodes in fine 
style this year, when they came 
last in both heats they entered. 

well over the 1500m course, 
keeping within ~ length of the 
second crew up to the finish. 
Their effort however was not 
strong enough to get them into the 
fin a 1. 

Rhodes pulling strongly - let ' s hope it gets stronger. 

The Buffalo Regatta has never 
been an easy engagement for the 
Rhodes Rowing Clubs. They say 
the event is too early in the 
year, so that crews taking part 
are never fully trained. 

Even so, not a year goes by with­
out a Rhodes contingent going 
down to show the flag. Last year 
that flag was shown gloriously 
as Rob Tilney won the Senior 
C sculls, this year the flag was 
there again, although not quite 
as gloriously. 

Heats started at ?a.m. and the 
senior C entry from Rhodes con­
sisting of 8. 1~ager, t~. Rainer, 
Allen and Wright, had to pull at 
7.30. The crew did relatively 

The other Rhodes crew to go down 
rowed in the Senior D division . 
Drawn against Buffs and Wits, 
they were slight ly ahead until 
the 300m mark. Rowing into an 
incoming tide and a strong head­
wind, they tired to lose second 
place by ~ length. 

MORE KIP 

Stroke of the "D" crew, Rob 
Morrell commented on the race : 
"\~e put in the early morning 
stints at 5.45 this week on 
Settlers Dam to try and get 
competitive for this race. In the 
light of this result, I'd rather 
have had the extra hours of kip." 

~~BOUVERENIGING ®!! I 
LS2its' BUILDING SOCIETY 

GPA.H ... '\~;1ST0"1'1N • GRAHA\1STAO 

calling all students: 

GROW WITH US 
INVEST WITH US 

THE SOCIETY THAT PROVIDES SERVICF: WITH SECURITY • BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE R£PU8LJC 

S.A. 
SHOCCER 

by Marc Le Chat 
SA soccer has again kicked off to 
a turbulent start. Three separate 
leagues have been established, and 
the bickering continues. 

The question is which association 
will eventually control soccer in 
this country? While the NPSL is 
wealthier and more powerful than 
the Federat ion , internal splits 
often di srupt ·the organization. 
The third pro-league in South Af­
rica is the revital ized NFL, inc­
luding some teams rejected by both 
leagues. 

The reasons for the split can be 
found in sponsorship and lead­
ership problems. 

In 1978 the Federation lost a lot 
of top teams and crowds dwindled. 
On the other hand the NPSL cont­
inued to prosper. It sought to 
create a super-league which has 
been started this year. 

The NPSL league was won by Lusi­
tano, while Wits beat Katser Chiefs 
3-2 in a pulsating cup final. The 
South African sports public was 
introduced to a new dimension in 
soccer with the live televised 
coverage of this memorable match. 

The skills of v10rld stars "Ace" 
Ntsoelengoe and "Shakes" Nqcobo 
had white viewers applauding in 
their lounges, whi le the thrill­
ing talent of dribble-wizard 
"Teenage" Dladla and the command­
ing prescence of "The General, 
Computer" Lamola, showed the 
potential alive to South African 
soccer. 

These players and more will be 
displaying their talents in this 
year's Super-League against teams 
like Highlands Park, Hellenic, and 
Orlando Pirates. The Federation 
has some good teams in its 12-sidE 
league. Two of the best are 
Berea and Cape Town Spurs. 

The NPSL is the only league with 
the fjnancial support and the abil­
ity to pull crowds- the criteria 
for success. 

If unity can be achieved, South 
Africa may yet return to the world 
soccer fold; keeping in mind the 
principle of the South African 
Council of Sport that "there can be 
no normal sport in an abnormal soc­
iety". 

OAOCOTT I SHERRY, PAINTERS - ORAHAMSTOWN 

Isolated 
Athletics 

by Allison Murphy 

Despite Grahamstown's isolation 
from the athletic scene, Rhodes' 
chances in this field seem to be 
much brighter this year then in 
recent times. 

Mr Doug Coghlan, a lecturer in the 
Phys. Ed. Department and athl~tics 
trainer said he was optimistic ab­
out the prospects this year, espec­
ially considering the intake of 
promising first-year athletes. He 
said, however, that Rhodes suffer­
ed from other universities luring 
talent away with scho lars hips . ~-

Record 

Despite this, severa l new athletes 
have already showed their promise. 
Nick Lanham, a middle-and-lonq dis­
tance runner, broke the Rhodes 
domestic record for the 3000m in a 
time of eight minutes 47,2 seconds. 
He has been chosen for the Bo~der 
team, together with Stan Leslie 
and Phillip Rudd. 

Pic: Fotonik 

Mr Coghlan said women athletes 
seem to be conspicuous by their 
absence this year. Several new 
hopefuls have signed up but few 
are actually turning out for prac­
tices, and most seem unfit. 

BRIAN BANDS 
SPORTS 

H9 High Street 
Tel: 3275 

for all 
RHODES 

Sports Clothing 
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