Tree species in Unfamiliar Jr-laces
Graaff-Aeinet town. Last Cape midlands. 10.06.19d9

Oraaff-weinet 1is a small town with fine trees, and many or them
in both gardens and streets. They do well there often watered
from stecet furrows. Tropicad palms flourish and grow to great
heights. Litrie did 1 expect to meet such wellgrown and typical
southeast Gape species as L”ythrinas and wild figs there.

along Somerset street (?) near the Anglican Ghurch a well-
grown Xaffirboom, Lrythiina caffra xiifexxr had spr.ys of dry,
half-open pods filled with the unmistakeable red-and-black
euucky naans waiting to drop. Another was nearby and many more
were gro ing in other parts of the town.

A 10*9g straight row of Cypr%”~ gri&s along Caledon

Street* southern flank. A violent Xxjsixxy: public _oratory arose
hen the municipaliyy decided that t&l~tiad to go. The trees
were reprievedcfespite the minicipalityls aversion to root-damges

to underground pipe-lines.etc-.

Alsod jJAI somerset Street (?) near the Kaffiroooms
was the h.«a-domed canppy of w wild fig., with its typical
bunched streamers of aerial roots like dark skeins of raf .ia
hanging out to dry.

Beyond the fig, not 20 metres away, was a ellowwood
tree, fTalcata, T rmly embedded in a Karoo pavement and none

the worse for the dry climate.

Oxjraxxxxe dtreetx after street had as its trees
sturdy pines, gums, cypresses, palms and Araucariao puohing up
through dysty pav ments”™"caus ing, strangely, very little damage
to kerbs ana verges. Along the water-furrows from which sater

/ 1s lead



a-Heinet trees

is lead, into town gard ns the trees®™ roots had caused very little
damage to furrow wains ana, in ofle case, the very root itself
acted as ajretaining wall to one part of a furrow.

oho would have planted those yellowwoods, kaffirbooms and
figs? A hot place like Graaff-Aeinet needs shade for its

pedestrians and, nowdays, Tor its cars.

;Vhen would those trees have been planted? der ;ainly a loxfc- time
ago Judging by the Yize and growth of those trees, although the
rich alluvium in which they were growing and the ready availability
of “filr from the furrows mi ht have enveloped them more rapidly th

than in less favourable coastal soils



