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· Special Freshers Issue 

ARE YOU SURE YOU'VE COME 
· TO THE RIGHT PLACE? 



Vorster: 'In the interests of 
a~Z South Africans' 

One would ha,ve thou:Jht that they'd had enough by 
TlON - of Acts that is: Public Safety, Riotous 
Asserrblies, Criminal Procedure, General Law, 
Unlawful Organisations, Civil Defence, Terror­
ism, Public Sex:vice, Affected Organisations and 
so on ad nauseum. But obviously such legislation 
is oot sufficient to cope with what Mr. Vorster 
terms "dangerous subversive activists" and so 
in the interests of "all South Africans" as he 
puts it, a further . act is rDN. in force - "The 
Parlianentary Internal Security Carmission" -
(PISCDM) to deal with the increasingly problem­
atic issue of "subversives" who actually dare 
to question the justice of pass laws, racism, 
in~lity, exploitation, poverty, authoritar­
ianism, migrant labour and all the other facets 
which seem to constitute an integral part of 
South African society . we can rest assured that 
PISCDM will do a good job. 
And it is both comforting and indeed necessary 
to have so much faith in them, for the COllmi.ss­
ion consists. of parliarrentarians appointed by 
the executive. All inforrration is heard behirrl 
closed doors, organisations and individuals are 
being investigated at the whim of the executive 
and theY report back to the executive . And if 
anyone is so unpatriotic. as to hinder them in 
their investigations by refusing to give evid­
ence in private to this congenial band of 
gentleman, the governrrent has been considerate 
enough to offer a six nonth jail sentence as an 
alternative. Of course the ];:eople ·that are sub­
pcenaed by PISCXl-1 rrust not expect to have law­
yers or advisers with them-:- that woulq be 
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STUDENTS UNION RHODES UNIVERSITY 

Message from 1977 Chairman 

John Whitfield 
Our aim is to make Rag as successful as possible 
by raising a large sum of noney for the Grahams~ 
~awn chariti es - while enjoying the festivities 
to the full. 
To achieve these goals , student participat:j.on 
is nost i.rrportant and as Rag is so early this 
year, tine spent nON should not affect anyone's 
academic performance . 
Each residence has a Rag representative, so ask 
them about Rag if you have any queries. Detai­
lS Of Rag functionS 1 StuntS arld Rhodent blitzeS 
will be publicised on campus - · the first 3~ 
weeks of the academi.c year are going . to be act:­
ion-packed. 
The Rag offices are in the Students' Union and 
anyone with spare tine is welcoiiE to ccrre in 
and give us the assistance we need. 
PLEASE HELP US BY BRINGING IN YOUR TICKET BCOK­
LETS AND M)NEY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU. 

PISCOM· 
' . . 

••• where. does your heart. lie? 

totally unreasonable, besides which, to hear 
both sides of the argurrent would take far teo 
long when there are so many other subversives 
waiting to be investigated. 
In point of fact PISCOM actually seems to . be an 
inevitable step in the pattern which we have · 
thus far seen of the governrrents entrenchmant 
of its own power and privileges and -its per­
petuation of an oppressive and violent society. 
It seems to make opposition to the Nationalist 
tninority regima sanewhat nore difficult and 
sonewhat nore dangerous. The inplications for 
social action in South lfrica are probably 
quite wide. The all-enconpassing dimensions . of 
this act will enable the government to invest­
igate and take action against any ore opposing 
the ~tuation of injustices up;>n which this 
society is based: the system of forced cheap 
labour, the systematic exclusion of the maj­
ority of the population fran any real political 
say, inadequate housing, inadequate health 
facilities and inadequate education, to men­
tion only a few. 
Many people who take soma sort of a starrl on 
those issues might find thenselves vulnerable 
to the workings of the PISCDM machine. The way 
in which PISCDM is constituted and the way it 
works seem to make it little less than an 
organ of s evere r epr ession which the governmant 
it seems, will not hesitate to use. It is not 
an irrational step. I t i s a step designed t o 
further repression and to coUnter groups who 
might pose a threat to them for working for 
social change in South Africa, in areas where 

'NATIONAL STUDENT' 
u11der way 

Nusas' s national canq:rus newspa];:er, NationaZ St­
udent, is to be revived this year after financ­
ial problems and goverrment harassment caused 
its collapse last year after the first issue. 
The editOr t Garth Seneque 1 has anilOunced that 
there will be four issues during 1977, which 
will be sold on all English SJ;:eaking carrpuses. 
He also stated .that although it was a Nusas pro­
ject, the editor and staff would enjoy consider­
able autonomy from the National Union. 
The first issue is tentatively scheduled for 
Pui;>lication on 22 .March, and according to the 
editor the sane policy line will apply this 
year. 
The major sturrbling block is l ikely to be finan­
cial: National Student has a budget of only 
~800, which is inSiufficient, and advertising 
w1ll have to be sought. It has not been decided 
whether to print at ucr or Wits (de];:ending on 
costs) but the paper will be airfreighted to 
other centres. . · 

it is so desperately reeded. Not onlyis the 
COmmission itself an instrument of repression, 
but any collaboration with it will amount to 
a condonation of it. For instance a willingness 
to testify might aPFE!~ to be a willingness to 
aid the investigations, which might in turn 

lead to the elimination of people and organis­
ations who realise the need for grass-roots . 
changes in this country. Moreover PISCDM is 
actually designed to work as a propagarrla mach­
ine of the nost insidious nature. If people are 
inclined to give evidence, they will be ~s­
'ing themselves to a governrrent manouvre to turn 
stuients against stu:lents and radicals against 
radicals. , 
Mr. J.J. Engelbrecht, (Nat. MP) , reacting to 
opposition to the Cbmnission by "a certain 
sector of the press" said "should we perhaps 
not also ask where the hearts of these people 
bel on;? Do they, too, perhaps belong to the 
other side? Do they, too not _perllaps want to 
destroy the existing order in South Africa?" 
Mr . Engelbrecht is J;:erhaps right. Should we . not 
ask where our hearts belong? If, by "the other 
side" he maans those opposed to a governmant 
which detains and bans its q:>position, a gov­
ernmant which per];:etuates the socially disrupt­
ive and tragic system of migrant labour, a 
governmant which takes taxes f:ran people and 
does not build houses for them (there are over · 
200,CXX> squatters in Ca];:e TONn alone) and a 
govenurent with a history of Shar];:eville, 
Nyanga, r.anga, Paarl and Carltcnville (to 
mention only a few) behind it, then J;:erhaps it 
is tine for all students to question where their 
hearts belong. 

171 detained under 
security laws 

FRESHERSI 
If you haven't already received them, your dep­
artments will be supplying you with lists of set 
text books for the year·. If you are like most 
new students, you will immediately run down t o 
the nearest bookshop and dutifully buy every 
recommended book . 

DON'T. 
Be selective. You might never use some of the 
books you have bought. 
We have a fairly well stocked library at Rhodes 
which will cater for most of your needs. Many 
students sell their books at the beginning of 
a new year - so wa i t and see. 
Certain bookshops i'n Grahams town are a 1 so notor-
ious for their prices. There are several book 
shops, so shop around before you buy and make 
the best of your money. 
There is also a second-hand bookshop in the 
Students Uni~n whicb sells many text books at 
very low prices. 

Don't worry about buying your books before there 
are none 1eft- the library will always be there. 



NILS WFGREN "CRY ·TOUGH" 

wax 
rap . 

A&M AMLS 64 573 

cry Tough - strong words ccming f rom this anae-• 
mic looking Nordic guitari st; . 'l1le latest Swed­
ish bid for worl d domination has manifested it­
self en NME's top album award list . In fact, 
IDfgren· has sliced his axe into the nusi cal 
rraelstJ;om, displacing Dylan and' 'banishing Bowie 
to take the nunber one spot f or the best album . 
to corre out of the first half of 1976. His line 
up of nusicians is relatively unk.rx:lwn , but is 
flavoUred with the spice of Buddy Miles and P.P 
Arnail:d (backing vocals), Ayt1$ley Dunbar . (ex.­
John Mayall's Bluesbreakers) , Jim Gordon and 
Al Kooper (the latter producing the album as 
well). Lofgren augmmts his own vocals with the 
disciplined voices of. the Ron Hicklin Singers 
and his guitar is c011plerrented by t.h,at of bro­
ther Tom's. His voice, although not brilliant, 
is versatile - occasionally sounding like Steve 
Winwoods and scxneti.rres f ollowing the line of 

feeling Rod Stewart has. 

However it always re­
t ains its ONI1 brand of indivi duality, nergi ng 
wi th a curiously sensitive ambiguity. 
The album opens up confidently with the title 
track "cry Tough" doing exactly that. Basic 
~sian work keeps the r hythm jogging while 
wfgren's guitar spits authoritatively around 
the ·. beat. This sound is strengthened by the 
backing vocals and the hanronising slide guit­
ar of Torn Lofgren (reminiscent of the twin lead 
of the Allman Bros. Band) : 
The next track, "It ' s not a Ci:'i.rre" is also t:ha­
.racterised by guitar interplay. The tight har.m­
ony they produce adds a t ype of lightness to 
the basic rock beat , occasionally brE)aking into 
heavy rretal. The a lleged orchestrations here 
are inaudibl e. Other worthy traCks , are "For 
Your IDve" which is saved from becoming a nus­
ical cliche by a gut-rot tin' , driving bass and 
restless guitar; and '1M..ld in your eye ", a bawdy 
acoustic song with Scott Ball's upright bass 
lending a jazz feeling. Congas replace drums 
J;:esulting in a pleasant interlu:'le. "Don't get 

·closer" and "You lit a fire" are weaker points, 
rrediocre nU!!bers with a Traffic-y nood and a 
lighter air. "Jailbait" raps up the r ecor d fair­
ly well. It's a lit tle girrmicky but without · 
excess. Throughout the whole album Lofgren ' s 
guitar is the fjeature inst.rument, evecything 
else becoming subserVJient to it. His lyrics are 
not outstanding but have a sinplistic power of 
their ONI1 while his song writing is irraginative 
and varied . Guitar l overs, lend an ear to this! 

· Lofgren i s well worth listening to. 

by Brett HiZton- Barber 

,ALL RECORDS 

IN THIS COLUMN -WILL 

BE AVAILABLE FROM 

a-ecoa-d 
ranch 

RAG 77 
MORE THAN ·JUST 

-A LOT OF BALLS ••• 
Two big problems face this years Rag Camli ttee. 
The first is an acute shortage of big-busiress 
spcnsors, needed to cover the costs of cx:mp:!t­
itions and the ·Rag Magazine Rhodent. The second 
is the short ti.rre they have to organise and 
hold evecything. Rag Day. has been brought for­
ward again fran last year and is now only 
weeks fran the beginnin;:J of tenn. 
Rag Ccmn. Chairrran Jolm Whitfield is confident 
that Rag will be a success, but only with the 
full support and enthusiasm of students. "r.t:wie 
Madress" is the t.hel!'e of the traditional proc­
ession of floats dONI'ltONI'l on Saturday 12 March. 
An innovatiOn is the Campus CarnivaZ, planned 
to be held on the Great Field that afternoon. 
It will be on the lires of a village fair, feat ­
uring ganes and sideshows .-

John Whitfi eZd: 1977 Rag Chairman ' 

The fortnight leading up to Rag Day will involve 
rrany fundrais ing events ......: fundrai sing is after 
all the reason for the existence of Rhodes Ch­
arity Rag - and the elll>hasis will be on stud­
ent involverrent. This is the only way to rrake 
up the deficit created by the business firns, 
whan economic pl;'ess\ires have forced to reduce 
or cut out carpletely their usual sponsorship 
of ~ag events. 
Not all the events have yet reen finalised, but 
on the cards are a Beer Stube, (~ hope the 
beer will be cold this year! ) a ~ tri al 
to mich certain celebri ties as well as campus 
and GrahamstONI'l personali ti~s are being sUlli!On­
ed, and another Champagne SpectacuZar stage 
show at the r-Pnurrent .• 
Rhodent will also be bigger and more colourful 
than in previous years. It will also COJ;ltain 
a Xhosa supplerrent which it i s hoped will get 
the rressage about Rag across to dorrestic serv­
ants· in the households where Rhodent i's bought . 
Two thousand extra copies of the supplenent 
will be on sale en Rag Day at Sc. Apathy and 
antagonism to Rag anongst GrahamstONI'l' s black 
ccmnunity is another problem which John Whitf­
ield hOpes to overc:x:ma thi.s year. 

1977 RAG COMMITTEE 
John Whi tfieZd - Chairman 
John Kings Zey Jones - Rhodent Edi tor 
Dave Urwin - Competition 
Mary Wienand - Xhosa SuppZement 
Jane Deacon - Discos and SociaZs 
PauZ Et zine - Rhodent Distribut i on 
Andrew Booysen - Vice Chai rman/Stunts 
MicheZZe Stap - Debs 
Janet Richter - Decor 
Nicky Maynier - RoyaZty 
John Hinton ~ ExternaZ PubZicity 
Liz van den Niewenhof - InternaZ PubZicit y 
Brigitte Lang - Mock TriaZ 
Rob Freedman - Rag Day Events 
Ed WaZsh - Bars 
Kevin Harpur - Beerstube 
Sharon v . d. PuiZ - Champagne SpectacuZaP 
Garda HaZs tead - Rag BaZZ & Others 
DugaZ Sharp - Big BZeed 
Mark Waterkein - Dynamics 
Penny Garbutt - Asst. Secretary 

·Gordon Springett - Treasurer 
Jem Rowse - PR/[!rummies Bus. Manager· 
John Cowan - AppeaZ Letter 

A message from the Ra g Chairman 
appears on page two. 

COUNTDOWN TO -RAG 
Flj:BRUARY 

Sat 26 Coronation BaZZ 

MARCH 

Thu 3 
Sat 5 
Mon 7 
Tue 8 
Wed 9 
Thu W 
Fri: U 
Sat Z2 

Beer Stube 
Tickiedraai Boere-BaZZ 
Mock Tria Z 
BaU 
Big BZeed 
Champagne SpectacuLar 
FZoat BuiZding 
Rag Day Procession 
and Campus CarnivaZ 

FLASHBACK TO RAG 7-976: 

3 

The pri.rre event on the social calender is gen­
erally agreed to be the Rag Ball. In addition 
three others are being planned, the first of 
which is the Coronation Ball, where the 1977 
Rag Queen will be crowned. Later in the year 
she will participate in the Witzenberg Canpus 
Queen contest. And to show that Rhodes is doing 
its bit to preserVe indigenous customs , a 
Ti ckiedraai Boere~Ba Z Z is being .organised. 

· WiZUe Marais Zooks on as Rag Queen Candy MiUeP 
is crowned. 

. Gordon Cramb 

AI! tVJo.se. lw:.kj 3r~ 
~eo.rs 3e.t::Ci~ oL-tt: o( 

n-s . . . 

LI&:MTED! 4N5HfrCJ<L£1)/ 
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OWV\ f:VriVLj .... · 
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WORKERS 
PAPER 

Rhodes University is . once again attenpting -to 
publish a Black workers newspaper, in keeping 
with IlDSt other English speaking canpuses. 'lhe 
previous e!'fort, the "Rhodes W:::>rkers Paper"~ 
was a low budget project which neve.r saJN circ­
ulation due to 'organisational difficulties' · 
even th~:>Ugh the first issue was printed ani 
ready for distribution. 
'lhe fo:rnat wi ll be very similar to WitS's "Wits 
W:::>rker". The paper will feature mainly local 
news affecting the Black staff, with letters 
ani features. It will also be distributed free 
of charge and will be printed in Xhosa and 
English. Sarre ccpies will be available in Kaif, 
in addition to those distributed arrongst the 
staff. Bert Heydenreych, SRC Publications 
Councillor 1and originator of the project, has 
obtained a RlOO grant from the SRC - however 

, this will be far fran sufficient. To print 8CX:> 
copies of each issue will cost R38, ani extens­
ive advertisi,ng will therefore be essential. Th 
newspaper will be staffed by a Black and White 
team, and as yet nb editor has been appointed. 
"Abasabenzi" , the Wages Ccmni.ssion Publication 
for Black workers at ucr was banned by the 
Governrrent in the early part of last year, a 
nove which points to a sterile future for any 
W:::>rkers Paper at Rhodes. 

HISTORY. REPS 
. Elections for the History bepartm:mt student 
liason corrrnittee are to be held in the first 

'm::inth of this tenn. The ccmnittee, initiated by 
depart.Irent head Professor Davenport, was start­
ed last year to .articulate class grievances and 
~rove staff-student relations. 2 representat-
1Ves from each class liase directly with Prof. 
Davenport. 

CHEAP FILMS 
FIIMSCX:: has decided to drop its entrance fee 
this year from 30c to 20c. Jon Inngs, chair!TI3.n 
of FILMSOC, said that the decrease was due to 
"the current economic cli!TI3.te and because of 
rise in petrol costs and res fees". 
Total atterrlance last year was up by 500 from 
the 1975 total of 5,750. The Thursday and Sun­
day novies screened in the GLT have probably 
served nore students on carrpus than any other 
society activity. '!he Thursday films, which 
cater for a rrore intellectual audience, attract 
an average audience of 50,\ while the popular 
Sunday night novies usually attract about 200. 

PHOTO soc 
The Photographic Society, housed in the dark­
roan on the old Kaif ' s driveway , supplie s equip 
f'Ent to all rrerrber photo-enthuiasts - beginners 
are welcare to use the equiprent after an in­
troductory course arranged by the Society . Any­
one wanting nore infor!TI3.tion is invited to con­
tact chainnan Jon Inggs at ·the Societies Eve­
ning to held early this tem. · 

The future of the Corrparitive African Governrren 
and Law {CAGL) course at ucr is in the balance 
according to the last isstle of 'z ' , a QCI' stud~ 
ent newspaper. Reacting to rroves afoct by the 
UCT administration to remove the course, which 
as established as a result of student efforts, 

'Z' says: "CAGL will live but only if we . 
struggle to keep it. Our message is clear. Keep . 
your hands off CAGL!" 

.. 

1976 S.RC. 

'Oh, what ·a lov~l·y year!' 
From left to right: (top) Monic:a Pike, John Rainier, , Ivan Peden, 
(middle) George Euvrad, Albert Heyd~nreyc:h*, Trevor Lowen*, Pete Wilson, I sak 
Smuts *, (bo t tom) Marilyn Cohe,n; Kevin Harpur, Andre Lamprecht (President), 
Lynette Paterson, Rob Midgeley*. (Those mar ked with asterisk are on l 977 SRC) 

ENVIRAC 
The future for ENVIRAC at Rhodes looks pr anisin<; 
this year as the head office noves from · Cape 
Town to Johannesburg. The nove f ollows the esb­
ablishment of a Rural and Ccmnunity Develor;rnent 
Trust which, according to Envirac director. Carl 
Edwards , will adminis t er Envirac f unds and 
finance specific projects in the fields of 
corrmunity medicine, intennediate technology, 
fish farming etc . The new Envirac offices in 
Johannesburg will also serve as a 'resource 
centre for students and as . a job placement 
centre. 

RHODEO 
A reconrnendation that Rhodeo be exenpted fran 
censorship in 19J7 was approved at a Senate 
meeting in Noverrber last year. Previously, Rh­
odeo was subject to the censorship of a panel 
·consisting of two staff rrembers. 

Rhodeo' s annual SRC grant has also been in­
creased from R2(XX) to R4(XX) . Rhodeo is n CM 

printed at Grocott and Sherry in Grahamstown; 
i t was previously pr inted in PE at consider­
able expense . 

"Dia lectic what? Lady , I think you got the 
wrong Marx! " 

VARSITY EEES 
UP 

Rhodes has raised its fees for students by bet-. 
ween R40 and R60 for the ·1977 academic · year, 
and boarding fees have been increased fran R720 
to R780 per year. Tuition fees for Art and Corrm­
erce degrees have risen fran R385 to R425, and 
for Science degrees, fran R440 to R485 a year. 
Similar increases have been :i.Il;llerrented by all 
South African universities with the exception 
of the University of Pretoria, where the only 
increase is a R20 hike in res fees. 
The highest increase in fees was annol.IDced by 
UNISA, where registration fees have risen fran 
Rl5 to R25, IIDdergraduate courses fran R40 to 
RSO and half-courses fran R20 to R25. 

The University of Cape Town has pushed up its 
fees by an average of 8 percent.

1 
The fee for a 

BA degree is up fran R450 to R480, for a B Ccmn 
from RSOO to R540 and for a B Sc fran R590 
to R640. A spokesman for the university said 
that the ITI3.in reason for the increase was the 
escalating cost of running the university, and 
that annual inc reases could be expected. 
Wits Univer s ity announced a general 10 percent 
increase in al l fees except for education and 
post graduate students . Residence now costs · 

. approxi!TI3.t eiy R8CX:> per year. 

Professor Jannie de Villiers, Rector of the 
Universit y of StellenbosCh , where fees l:J.ave 
been incr e ased by 15 percent, said that rising 
costs had made the increases unavoidable. 

EDITORS TALK 
The Student Editors Conference was held at UCT 
fran lOth to 12th February last week. Although 
too late for more details before going to press, 
it is expected that all the main South Afric'¥1 
universities will be represented. One of the 
major topics . expected to be discussed was the 
formation of a national student newspaper 
news service . Rhodes is represented by Rhodeo 
editor Martin Feinstein, Assistai).t editor 
Gordon Cramb and SRC Publications Councillor 
Albert Heydenreych. Fuller details of the 
confe rence next week. 



LETTERS. 
TO THE 
EDITOR 

. -

Sir,· 
I should like to express ley disgust at the elit­
ist nature of the South African Union of Jewish 
Students. · It nay or nay not have c:x::rre to the 
natiae of students on canpus that I and three 
other associates distributed a ccnstructi ve 
criticism in• paii!illet fonn an canpus. In this 
pamphlet it was suggested that the future lea­
dership of SAUJS should try and take a nore di­
verse outlook towards both internal and external 
Clifairs. This criticism was not of a personal 
nature and we did not wish to offend any person 
es~ially the existing leadership. -It carre to 
ley notice that one or bNo individuals becarre re­
actionary and alnost infantile in the remaining 
few days of the thire tenn last year. \'hat I 
am pleased to say is that they started to show 
their, true colours even if these colours "Were 
dirty. 
The AG1 was held, at which a ITOtion was propos­
edto censure these people for writing and dis- . · 
tributing the paii!illet on corrpus. I feel the 
chief aim of this · notion was to renove both 
the freedom of opinion and expressioo within the 
auspices of Rhodes University . . 
There is still hope - the notioo was not passed: 
A new conmi ttee was not elected due to consti­
tutiqnal problerrs but another neeting is to be 
held in the second week of the first tenn of 
1977, wl;lere a new conmittee is to be elected. 
I should like to ask this ccmni ttee to 
have a refreshing and dynamic outlook ani to 
let the Jewish students energe from their · dark 
hole, Hillel House. Who knows, maybe if this 
is done the Jewish students might notice that 
not only should they play a role in general 
student activities, but they should be proud of 
the fact that they are Jewi~h. 

Michael Bagraim. 

PASSING 

, 
I 

t 

• k 
THROUGH 

It has been said by the active few and the apa­
thetic many that the primary reason for. Rhodes 
University's complacent po~itical :Ole ~ South . 
Africa is that it is not s~tuated ~ a large 

. · ty Citing Wits, UCT and UPE as exanples, ~y 
~int to the apr;>arent relationship between b~g­
ci ty exposure to problem issues and stud~t . 
action . . On the other hand, they say' ~ un~vers~~ 
in a small town where problems are ne~ ther ve.ry 
manifest -nor conplex, cannot be expected to 
assume an active participatory role. 

,..rahamstown · is a relatively small town. Rhodes 
~s a relatively small university. But to at~t 
to justify an apalling lack of student camu.t-

t · imrediate conmuhi ty issues and a lack of 
~ce~ with national issues is l~icrous .. No 
matter the size of the ccmnunity ~ss~ Or ~-
. ti' ce it is the very existence of ~volverrent 
JUS ' - · 1 t and concern that is inportant. Once ~nvo venen 
develop on the part of the student body towards 
a COillllUili ty even on a small scale, the constr­
uctive partlcipation-and possibly intellectual 

Continued on back page 

RMODEO 
EDITORIAL OPINION 

It would be both naive and easy to say that 
Rhodeo' s only similarity with the past is the 
nane. However any newspaper involves not ne~ly 
consecutive pericxis of existence, but a contin-: 
uing reputation and inage of credibility' which, 
when "Weakened, affects the future of the paper· 
Rhodeo is perhaps \ID.ique arrongst South , Af::Oicar} 
student newspapers for various reasons . . F~nan-­
cially, Rhodeo has to survive on a neagr~ budget 
which although increased this year, is still 
small. Furthe:rnore ,. the nature of · the Graharrs­
town locality rules out IIU.lch advertising, and 
this situation has been "Weakened further by 
Rhodeo' s loss of credibility last _year. The 
Carrpus situation is also far fran condusive to 
a succesful student paper: there is very little 
carmunicatian between students and the adminis­
tration, (a situation which is beginning to 
change) and the canpus produces little relevant 
news material ccrrpared with the nore netropol-
i tan canpuses. However, Rhodeo :reil'ains an inte­
gral part of the life of the University and . 
its internal and external relationships, but 
this can only be naintained if there is effort 

- on the part of students themselves. For our 
part, it .will be the aim of the editorial staff 
not only to bring Rhodeo to the people, but ~o 
bring the people's views, carplaints and ~pu­
atians for expression in Rhodeo. Our aim ~s to 
avoid becaning an elite, producing words for 
the masses; but rat,her a nouthpiece open to 
anyone with sarething to say. There '?-ll, hO.: 
ever, be sare areas and issues on which 11o1e w~ll 
take a very definite policy stand. 

• 
Thus it is not only up to us to ensure that 
R.hodeo bec:ares what it should be, but up to the 
stu:lent body as "Well. 

And with a bit of hope 11o1e shall see the begin­
ning of the end of carplacency and apathy. 

The following books are now available fran the SA 
Institute of Race Relations, Publications 03pt., 
PO Box 97, JohanneSburg, 2CXX>. · 

•A Swrunary of the Report of the Commission of 
Inquiry into the CoZoured People -'(tOO Theron 
Ccmnission) edited by Prof. Sheila T. van der 
Horst. R2 .10 per oopy, postage 15c. 

•A Survey of Raae ReZations in SA Z976 by 
Muriel Horrell, ~an J.lobroney and Sue Blignaut. 
R6 .00 plus 25c postage. 

• Unregistered Trade Unions in South Africa by 
John Lewsen (available February/March) 

.TURMOIL AT TURFLOOP: a summary of the reports 
of the Sriyman and Jackson Commission of Inquiry 
into the University of the North (with appen­
diaes). Carpiled by J. G. E. WJlfson. R2 .10 
plus lSc postage. 

--

It is obvious that a system of residence aqnun­
istration which is made up of wardens and sub­
wardens and not students; will be a nere entr­
enchrrent of the wai:den's position and the old 
status quo. ~ SRC rightly sees its function in 
respect of res reform as that of. a watchdog, 
informing students of their rights and attenpt­
ing to make the system truly rep~tative . 

• 
In a system that has been lulled intO a~thy by 
thr ruling body, the majority is never likely 
to · energe which could ef_fect change. . 
Unfortunately the feeling that the SRC ~s an. 
outside body without the right to interfere ~n 
such matters was IIU.lch in evidence last · year· 
In fact, one warden of a wcrnan' s residence ob­
jected that an SRC rrent>er could have nothing to 
do with the hall's affairs because she was 
the SRC' s rep in the hall : This event high­
lighted ~ danger of re~idence~, particularly 
warens residences, becanmg daninated by wardens 
and sub-wardens. After all, sUb-wardens are not ' 
student representatives, but are nore like 
"echces of the warden". It is the warden, after 
all, who naninates the sub-wardens. 

• 
The SRC obviously has no right to dictate pol-
icies or constitutioos to the halls, but it 
does have the duty to represent all stu:lents, 
and in instances where wardens seem to be trying 
as IIU.lch as possible to entrend'l their positioos 
of power, the SRC should contin~ to try to· · 
inform students of their rights and urge them 
to exercise these righ~ . 

• 
It is only in this way, through active partici­
pation in student affairs at all levels, that 
the sac can achieve the credibility it needs to 
function as a truly representative student body· 

RHODEO 
EDITORIAL STAFF - VOL -31 NO 1 

RHODEO is the student newspaper of Rhodes Uni ­
versity, Grahamstown, South Afriaa. PubZished 
by the SRC, -Rhodes University and printed by 
Groaott and Sherry. 
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ASST EDITOR Gordon Cramb 
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MEET 
YOUR 

ISAK SMUTS-
Black Staff Liason Councillor 

PAUL ETZINE -

Deputy President 

E$TELLE JORDAAN -

Societies Councillor 

VAL PIENAAR -

Pub Uci ty Council lor 

I 

ASHLEY LA GRANGE ..:. President 

TREVOR LOWEN - Campus Councillor 

SUE LIPWORTH - Education Councillor 

CHRIS LEPPAN - Education Councillor 

MONICA STONES -

Honorary Secretary 
ROB MIDGELEY - Culutural Councillor 

ALBERT HEYDENREYCH -
Publications Councillor 

/ 
NiC ,WILLET-CLARKE-

vice President 

GRAHAM BELL - Treasurer 

CHRIS AHRE;NDS -

Oppidan Councillor 

GLENDA LLOYD -:-

Projects Councillor 

RIPOFF 
STUDENT CONSUMER COLUMN 

How many of you have decided that you've had 
enough of being short-changed, messed around, 
trampled underfoot, cheated, rudely treated, · 
underestimated and generally ripped off by 
Grahamstown's notorious shopkeepers and busin­
essmen? 

Well ·now you have a release valve· and a prot­
ection dev;i.ce all in one: your own student 
cons'lllrer column. Rhodes students in Grahamstown 
provide the biggest single source of noney 
flowing into the -town and as such they deserve 
to be listened to as .cons'lllrers. 
This is how the column 'WOrks: if you are ripped 
off in any way by a shop or business in Graham­
stown, and you are unable to sort things out 
yourself, write to Rhodeo giving a brief acc­
ount of the facts; Rhodeo will then investigate 
the matter and take it up with the business 
concerned in full, .publishing the letters and 

· the results in 'RIPOFF' . 

You've had it too good for too long, Grciliams­
town! 

SAIRR Conference 
Delivering the Hoemle Lecture to the South Afr­
ican Institute of Race Pelations Conference in 
Durban last nonth, Professor G. Bozzoli, Princ­
ipal of Wits University, aH?E!aled for the Open­
ing of white and black ·universities to all races . 

. ~ said the renoval of university apartheid, 
which could be done with "little or no disturb­
ance", 'WOuld result in. a tendency towards nat­
ural segregation. Once the mistrust caused by 
enforced segregation-had disappeared., he said, 
BlaCks 'WOuld take-pride in . their best univers­
ities which 'WOUld remain predominantly Black, 
-wbile White universities 'WOuld remain predanin­
antly White. 

At the sarre time in Johannesburg, the Institute 
called. for the appoinbrent of a judicial catrni­
ssion to investigate the growing number of deaths 
of people held un.der arbitrary police detention. 
At least 12 people have died in . custody, all of 
them political detainees, since the begi.nrling of 
1976, while two detainees have died in the newly 
independent Transkei ~public since March last 
year. 

In a staterrent, the executive catrnittee of the 
Institute re-affi:rmed its belief "in the duty of 
the State to protect persons held in its prisons 
fran the danger of illegal treabrent,especially 
when they are held under provisions which effect­
ively put · interrogating officers beyond the 
reach of the law." 

The appeal followed the death of· another two 
detainees, Mr. Lawrence Ndzanga and Dr. Nanoth 
Ntshuntsha. 

• 1st Term g•gs 
Tue l5th Feb .Vice-Chancel lor's Welcome 

(Great Hall, 5 pm) 
Wed Uth Feb Opening Speakers Address 

(Great Hall~ 8 pm) 
Thu l?th Feb Rag Finalists Cocktail Party 

(Rooms A & B, SU, 6-lO pm) 
Fri l8th Feb Kaif KI>awl 
Sat l9th Feb Opening Ball 

(Great Hall, 8-l2 pm) 
Mon 2lst Feb Societies Evening ' 

(Great Hall, 8-ll pm) 
Fri 25th Fel? Rag Discotheque 

(Great Hall, 7.30 pm) 
Sat 26th Feb Coronation Ball 

(Great Hall, 8 pm) 
Fri 4th Mar Rag Variety Show 

(Great Hall, 8 pm) 
Sat 5th Mq_r Boere Ball "Tickie D,raai" 

(Great Hall, 8 pm) 
Mon 7th Mar Mock Trial 

(Great Hall, 7.30 pm) 
Tue 8th Mar Disney Ball 

(Great Hall, 7.30 pm) 
Wed 9th Mar Big Bleed 

8 am - 9 pm) (Great Hall, 
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Rathbone: Thoughts on S.A. 
RICHARD RATHBONE~ l ecturer in African History~ is back in England 
after a recent lecture visit to UCT. Here are some of his thoughts 

on . South Africa . 

Broken People 
August and Swptember 1976 were violent and irrq:x:>r­
tant .l!Dnths l:or South Africa. They were also im­
portant llDnths for ne; I was able to see ITUlch in 
South Africa that scholarly writing and journa­
lism had not prepared ne for. I cannot claim 
that these weeks were tilres of unalloyed happi­
ness for .such demanded a degree of callousness 
and detachnent I fear I do not have amidst bro­
ken bodies, broken oonm.mities and broken people. 
But ·to those who helped ne understand and who 
rrade that search interesting I will always be 
grateful. 

Un-freedom. 
The frissons a ' newcarer experiences on arrival 
in South Africa are cliches; I was prepnred, and 
yet oddly unprepared, for the deneaning profus­
ion of the labels of apartheid. While I i/as 
rrade ill by signs on benches and. lavatories, 
what did blacks rrake of these? I think I soon 
learnt. I have lived and wo'rked in West Africa 
and I think I am a reasonably practical person. 
The West African political party I had spent ' 
years studying had once said that it preferred 
"freedom with danger to servitude in tranquilli­
ty" and in lofty tones I had questioned this. 
What does freedom nean, how do you count it, · who 
is free and the rest. I know the answers to 
those questions now. South African blacks do 
not look free. Their eyes do not neet white 
eyes; they look over their shoulders to see the 
white you ITUlSt be smiling at when you are smil­
ing at them. They look frail and rey dreams are 
·haunted by the. endless irrage of . thin legs disap­
pearing into ill- fitting big boots. Uri-freedom 
has ·robbed them of the beauty I took for granted 
in West Africa. The young people I saw peace-/ 
fully del!Dnstrating in Cape Town until police 
provocati on forced them to defend themselves had 
recaptured sate of that beauty in their defiance. 
This is not an analysis of freedan but I know 
what people look like when they are denied it and 
that is an i.nportant lesson. 

Conspicuous Consumption 
But White people have freedan plus. The style 
and standard of life of whites disturbed ne be­
cause a culture based upon conspicuous consunp­
t i on should disturb anyone. In. return for the 
extensive ~d unparallelled privilege you corpor­
ately enjoy 1 you sacrifice relatively c~ap ob­
jects; were this not so white society w:>uld not 
play along ~ th the barbarism of the regine. To 
be sure lots of you told ne how terrible it was 
to live in South Africa. You had little freedan 
of speech, a lot of guilt and certain limits to 
the pursuit of happiness. Sate of you, very few 
of you regrettably, are taking great risks in 

pursuit of things that are inportant to you and I 
admire you without reservation. But. rore of you 
pretend a disaffection you do not live. Your 
clothes, your cars and your lifestyle jqlted ne 
when I . conpared them with those of rey own stu­
dents; but the price of those things is that you 
have stopped asking about how ITUlch those things 
cost, not to you, but the people you condeiiU'l to 
live half-lives of fear and hunger so that you 
nay enjoy an unrratched rraterial life. 

I 

Over~ lntellectu'ali zing 
' 

You sp;mt a lot of tine asking ne what yoo sho­
·uld do. I could not: answer that question because 
it is a Ironstrous arrogance to prescribe for oth­
ers. I know that I should · do but do not know 
what you can do. But sene of the things you do 
are wrong and I can nention those. One of them 
is ove~intellectualizing about South Africa. 
If you cannot feel and see what ' is wrong them it 
is you rather than society which is at fault. 
klalysis of the situation is nei.ther a prescrip­
tion for change nor is it the only proof of ho~ 
ror. 
Jurrping into the collection of data about mine­
accidents or the m.nnber of cars owned by . blacks 
is a kind of refuge fran the unassimilable. In 
all extreme societies those who dissent have ·lit­
tle peace. I am not referring only to the har­
assnent of the state. Your personal life afforfu 
no escape fran this for walks on the beach, dr.t­
ves in the platt:el and and the rest are disfigur­
ed by what you wrongly call "petty" apartheid. 
In an extreme society there is no escape fran 
your personal life in work because that is pain­
ful. It is an agonising :matrix to live with and 
you have your society to thank for that. 

Sympathetic Radicals 
But that is only part o~ over-intellectualizat­
ion. Many of you are synpathetical.ly radical. 
But ITUlch of that is rq.dical chic. You can aff­
ord, because you are privileged whites, to rrake 
discordant noises from tine to tine. You have 
yet to face up to the black dilemma of being ex­
cltrled fran all avenues of legitirrate protest . . 
In that protected envirannent you laudably read 
widely and make certai,n conclusions. The state 
allows you theory but not practice and you ·can­
ply with that restriction. And so the theoreti­
cal thrusts rriiSt neessarily becate liore dar~ . 
devil. Thus I have had to listen to denunciat- · 
ions of "black consciousness" fran a nl.l!l'lber of 
you . You analyse ·Such, rightly, as racialist 
and thus untouchable. 

know ... 
Students at ·oeAnza College, CUpertino, California, 

William G Hall of Shrewsbury, England, killed him- ·set a new w:>rld record by pl aying M::ncpoly under.., 

·now you 
self by drilling eight holes in his head with a water for t*el ~ hours. ' 
power drill. 

Grace Slick of Jefferson Airplane officially n 
her daughter god. Why the small g? "Because we' 
got to be hUITble about this", said the singer. 

Alka Selzer in Arrerica cancelled its aware-winning 
"Marnna Mia, That' sa Sare Spicy Meatball" TV com­
mercial under pressure from the Italian-American 
Civil Rights Le~gUe. 

But what are you saying? kld nore inportantly 
what are you looking at? Most assuredly it is not 
the realities of ·r.anga and Guguletu, Athlone or 
:>cean View. In theory black corisciousness is un- · 
palatable but look at its power and try to under­
stand what its espousal betokens. You; are not 
supposed to be synpathetic with it for its advo­
cates have given up on people like you after de­
cades of bitter experience of betrayed trust. 
You are, not unnaturally, w:>rried about your fu­
ture if a black insurrection takes root . and suc­
ceeds. The way you preserve your place in that 
~ociety rranifestly cannot be ·by denying the one 
1deology that has brought a hideously oppressed 
people off their knees and into acts of sheer 
courage that will always be remembered. The on­
ly way you tan assure yOur place in that hoped­
for society is by using the skills your pri vil­
ege has afforded you and by allowing those whose 
unprivileged status has denied them such to use 
them. To expect such use to be always in accord 
with your purism is both naive and unreasonable. 

Peripheral Roles 
If I am sounding negative I crave your forgive­
ness. I am depressed by the general unconcern 
shown in rey owri country for what is harPening in 
South Africa and the indifference of soi-disant 
radicals to contemplating ways in which we might 
help. But such sadness is offset immediately by 
the strength and self- awareness of blacks in 
South Africa. Unless we are elitists we cannot 
!!Durn the distinctly minor role given us ·by his­
tory. The fight is between blacks . and white po­
wer n(JN and your role - and rey role - is at best 
peripheral. There are things to do of oourse . 
and there are those amongst you whan I cannot 
nane ·who know what those things are, just as I 
have' colleagues who know what can and cannot be 
done fran here. Sate of these things might be 
risky, but absorbing what goes on around you is 
far w:>rse than anything the state can do to you. 
The twenty or so years of socialization most of 
you have undergone in South Africa is hard to 
defy but defy it you will have to if you are to 
survive physically and morally. There are cer­
tainly rrany =ngst you who I know to be capable 
of that. I am enor!!Dusly glad in rrany ways that 
I am not a twenty year old white South African 
but the daunting nature of that role, which you 
have whether you sought it or not, is also quin­
tessentially ~allenging. 

R uss\ian · i!Cientists claim success in transfonning 
grapes into brandy in ten days using nuclear radi­
ation- and that it tasted as good as three-year­
old cognac. 

The tongue depressor used to examine Joe Frazier 
before the Frazier,-Ali fight was offered for sale 
for $20. 
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(GUEST WRITER COLUMN) 

Students in 

Northern Ireland 
The Northern I reland situati on is one about which South A~ican students know littie. A complex 
st~ggle involving political rather t han religious issues, and mani fe s ted most noticeably i n 
violent guerilla warfare in Ireland and Britain, i t i s a dilemma in which student s are playi ng 
an increasingly important role . Here DONAL McCRACKEN, .a graduate ~om the New University of 
Ulster and an assistant in the Rhodes Universit y Hi story Department , gives his view. 

Ulstenren and South Africans have much in can­
iron - not least their reputation. To the ignor­
ant foreigner they are seen as puritanical, in­
ward looking, hopelessly entrenched in the past 
and supporting ultra-conservative governments. 
Consequently both have received the odium of the 
worlds popular mass rredia. My sojourn at Rhodes 
has clarified the truth of this for rre - one 
should always be careful about believing what 
the BBC says, (next to Englishrran, the nost un­
popular institution in Northern Ireland.) 
There are always those at any university who . 
seem to enccnpass their whole_ existence around 
rugby, girls (or boys, as the case may be) , idle 
and irrelevant gossip and drink, (incidentally, 
there is an unhealthy absence of Guiness and . 
Bushmills Whiskey on Rhodes carrpus) . Casting 
aside these unfortunate and usually jolly souls 
I intend to discuss only those Ulster students 
who are nore cu1 tured - those who sit into the 
small hours of the norning, a glass in one hand 
(sorretirres a revolver in the other) fiercely de­
bating same aspect of their nations politics. 
Irish students for several centuries. have been 
a noticeable segment of society. During the 
eighteenth ~ntury the young gentlerren of Trini­
ty Cbllege Dublin, whose m.nnber incltrled Edrmmd 
Burke , would - of an evening - pour tar over the 
equestrian statue of William III, because the 
rear of the brute , (the horse) pointed towards 
.the gates of the college . · Finally one night they 
beheaded the m:march of "glorious and irmortal 

' !lell'Ory". Their battles with the butcherboys were 
legendary - on one occasion the latter capturing 
a scholar and hanging him up by a . neat-hook fran 
his nouth. 
Such tanfoolery has tended today to remain south 
of the border in the Irish Republic - whilst in 
Ulster student militance abounds. But it differs . 
from that of English or American universities, 
in that it is not confined to the left wing. I 
do. not intend to plunge in to the many and a;m­
plex fa~ of the Ulster problem- suffice it 
to say th~ religion is only one of several 
carponent B~; Because the Catholic minority 
tended to &:xre fran the poorer classes their 
politics veered towards socialism. The present 
mainly Catholic party is called the Social De­
nocratic and Labour party. Whereas the unionists 
- carprising an alliance between protestant ar­
tisan and landlord - veered to the right, and . 
their party was actually allied to the Conser­
vative party -at W:!stminster. Therefore, when the 
present troubles began in the mid '60's student 
militance emulated along these two lines - right 
wing, loyalist and protestant,- and left winCJ, 
republican and catholic. And it was initially 
fran the latter that there was student political 
3.Ctivity. 

Kimberley Hall ... 
The basic objective of the Kimberley Hall comm­
i t tee is t he planning, organi sation, controlling, 
coordi nation, disciplining,staffing and moti vat­
ion of a system in which the hall affairs are 
autonomous. 

These ideals are perhaps t~red by the realis­
ation that 'it is still Senate who dictates .the 
pararreters within which the Hall may introduce 
charige. 'Legislation' outside .the accepted limit 
is placed before a Residence Superintendent Ccmn­
ittee for approval. 
Hall 'government' is divided into an executive 
and a conrnittee. The executive <X>I~tJrises the 
Hall. Warden as chainnan, the Hall 5enior sttrlent 

Now there are two universities in Ulster - the 
older and much larger Queens University of Bel­
fast, and. the very new, small, and in ll!f biased 
opinion superior, New University of Ulster in 
Coleraine, near the north coast. It was at 
Queens in 1968 that student involverrent in pre­
sent day Northern Ireland Is politics began I with 
the the formation by students and post graduates 
of the Peoples Denocracy r.t:>verrent. In theory, 

... an 824yearold s~ruggle 

with no end in sight 

and perhaps tilltially, a non-sectarian organisa- . 
tion which synpathised with the Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Association. Following the exanple 
of Berkley canpus, Il0l1ster rreetings and marches 
were organised by the students - led by Miss 
Bernadette Devlin, soon to became an MP at the 
age of 20. A great many It'Oderate students fran 
both religions joined the rrovenent in the hq>e · 
of that it might break the traditional sectarian 
political i.npasse. The Northern Ireland Hone 
Secretary referred to them as "silly bloody 
fools" . Whether they were or not is debatable -
certainly many . soon resigned as the noverrent 
took on a nore republican (IRA) standpoint, and 
especially after the movement's refusal to sus­
pend· agitation when captain O'Neill- then Uls­
ter premier - announced certain reforms and dis­
missed the able, but extrerre, Harne Secretary, 
William Craig. The "Burntollet" incident, when 
Civil Rights marchers were attacked by loyalists 

in which rrembers of the Peoples Democracy and 
~adical . Students Alliance were involved, exacer­
bated the sectarian split in student life and 
the Republican Clubs cane into their awn. 
On the other _side of the fence unionist students 
activity was on the decline until about two 
years ago, when the followers of that contro­
·versiaJ and-astute politician, the Rev. Dr Ian 
Paisley-w~iiF.i:m the offensive. His party - the 
Democratic Unionists, who are left of the origi­
nal Unionist Party - virtually replaced the lat­
ter in Queens, and remain to this day a potent 
opposition to the republicans. Politics has been 
and still is, therefore, a powerful force in the 
life of Queens University; and nunbers of stu­
dents are in'q:>risoned for being staff-rrembers in 
the IRA. 
I have left the New University of Ulster to the 
last, as itS student politics seem to augur well 
for the future. In the Belfast area the insti­
tution has a reputation by both sides of being 
in the hands of their opponents, as a High 
Sheriff of Belfast remarked, in confidence: 
There's a "P" on every door which standS for 
"Paisley'"' . Politics have tended to live in iso­
lation on the canpus as Conservative society 
versus Socialist, (nee-Republican) • Further, the 
Carrpus seems relatively free f ran ;x;ctarian ten­
sion and draws considerable numbers of students 
fran the ~epublic of Ireland. 'l'l:is intPllectual 
independence found expressioll 1..,r ...;n the: s tudent 
body repudiated the Nation<' l Union of Sttrlents 
norian to ban all "facist bf)i:lakers ·• on any 
canpus. And to show their c:Cntenpt for this rro­
ticn we in the Debating Unicn brought Mr Enoch 
Powell to speak on the canpus, where he was en­
thusiastically received. 
But where a new and healthy student approach to 
politics has errerged is in the s:uwort given to 
those of us who believe in an independent Ulster 
where religious differences will be sunk in a 
ccmron loyaltY to our awn province - thus t.hrc:M­
ing off the divisive bonds of England and . the 
Irish Republic. In · a recent debate I spoke on a 
platform with Mr Glen Barr, MP for Londonderry. 
in favour of the notion,"This House would ~ 
clare independence" . In a Great Hall packed, ana 
against Unionist: and Alliance MP •·s, the notion 
was virtually unaninously carried by the student 
body. And if I had t o predict the future in­
voverrent of Ul ster students in the politics of 
'thier land, it would be that they would reject 
their traditional politicians,who constantly 
churn out a plethora of pathos and platitudes. 
Then, maybe, a solution might be found to the 
age old problem, whidl has been the graveyard 
for the career of many a fine En9lish politician 

- The Irish Question. 

autonomy? 
as vice-chairman and various secretaries. One 

. house warden and one sub-warden are also includ­
ed ill this body. ·It rreets fairly regularly and 
is the seat of effective power. Roam is allowed 
for up to 3 students an this committee and a 
majority vote is needed to pass a notion. 
Once the system is operational, the camlittee' s 
authorit:v will encx:rrpass everything except cate­
ring and rnaintainence. In the long nm it is evE!l'l 
possible that sttrlent fees might be reduced as 
the Hall assurres nore control, through the 
reduction of catering _and repair costs. 
Mike Beggs, the senior student of Pringle House, 
equates being on the ccmnittee with being on the 
SIC: "There may be a lot of wasted tine. " 



When a new student comes to Rhodes, he (for he 
read he/she throughout) often arrives under the 
impression that he is escapin~ form all t he rest­
rictions of home and school, ~nto a completely. 
free environment. As long as he gets ~hrough_~n 
November, there seems little else to h~nder h~m 
in .living the sort of life he wants to lead for 
criwe . But under this surface freedom there ~n 
fact lie many hidden pressures on the student to 
conform in various directions. These pressures 
·emanate from the str ucture of ,Rhodes campus soc­
iety and from certain groups within it. 

American campuses have over the years been the 
subject of much sociological examination, and for 
the benefit of fres.hers Rhodeo 1 s Gordon Cramb 
took some of these thoughts to the head of our 
own Department of Sociology, to get them unravell­
ed. Professor EDWARD HIGGINS has been at Rhodes · 

. for around ten years . 

I : Rondebosch, Cape Town , 7 January., 

A good starting-point would probably be the most 
striking feat.ure of Rhodes as oppo~ed to metropol· 
itan universi~ies: that it is a residential univ­
ersity where most of the students - and nearly 
all new students - live right om campus. What 
special problems does. this give rise to? 

Our i?=blems are contained in a rrore narrow phys­
ical and socio-psychological area. In Graharns­
town the university student lacks the anonymity 
that he would have at Wits, Pretoria or Cape Town, 
and lacks the diversity of entertainrrent. This 
could rrean an inbred "spirit" which I think is 
the particular charm of Rhodes. It is s~lf- con­
tained, and when you line this up Wlth the best 
staff-student ratio in the count:ry, this has aca­
demic and even social advantages. · To a large ex­
tent we escape the excessive bureaucratization 
and impersonality of large universities. 
The C011ll1lll1i ty that arises from having. to rub sho­
ulders woth others holds fantastic potential for 
developing friendships, and for "bull sessioos" 
where minds rreet and EJE=CJple exchange ideas. 

To what extent do you think these opportunities 
are exploited at Rhodes? 

No, they are not exploited to the full. As I of­
ten say to my students , there are rrore things to 
talk about than fashions and dates, or sport and 
warren. If all your efforts are going into a 
good tine or griping about the residence system, 
then you will miss many opportunities. These 
are three or four "golden . years" , where rrost 
students are in a sense free of financial worri­
es or responsibilities. They are- let's face 
it - a priviliged minority, an elite, and in 
South Africa doubly so. Arguing about the great 
questions of life can be great fun - I can't see 
it as a drudge. One mind should always irrprove 
another. 
Coming back to the problems, many people are not 
used ·to living at pUch close quarters in resid­
ence. These people can be "thiDwn", and many 
serious errotional problems do arise. A counsel­
ling service is extrerrely irrportant. Many on 
the ~aff realise that students ate not just mi­
nds 1 ·· and· where there are grave errotional pro~­
lems one's work rm.ilst suffer. Problems of adJus­
trrEnt are inescapable. The majority seem to' 
make the grade, but they don't squeeze enough 
out of university life, or they are rather one­
sided in what they squeeze out. 

Does Rhodes as a self-contained community bring 
forth much stronger social pressures towards 
conformity than in a looser framework? 

Perhaps the conformity that the students irrpose 
on themselves is sharper and less undifferenti­
ated. This internal system is often IlRlCh rrore 
irtportant and closer to the participants, than 
the · external system ·as laid down in university 
regulations. 

Is this conformity entirely self-created, or are 
there powerful pressure- groups within the student 
community which enforce it? .· 

There are definitely pressure-groups on campus. 
Let's take sorre of them. 

• You get the highly rrotivated; w:rk-oriented 
student who just wants to get his or her de­
gree with .no trimmings or window~~essing, . 
sticking to the syllabus and. aV?ldmg. all du; 
-tractions. In same ways this lS admirable, 
but this s~udent reminds rre of a horse with 
blinkers. He feels that he shouldn't even 
think about political or ideological issues 
or look outside the campus. The pressure 
caning from this "silent majority" is not 
highly focused. 

• The student radicals, for instance, take an 
opposite view. This group is well-endowed 
intellectually, and, partly because of that, 

· they can have ·interests far beyond. their stu­
dies. For them the intellectual llfe . only 
has validity if it can · reform political str­
uctures. 

• Another group of "radical intellectuals" are 
not politically oriented. They have in a 

sense turned their back on politics and the 
larger society. Here you will find such man­
ifestations as the drug scene. 

• Arrorig the girls there are the "social butter­
flies", and I feel there are too many of them 
at Rhodes. Lacking seriousness of purpose, 
they are rrore interested in their wardiDbe 
than the intellectual life, rrore interested 
in toyfriends than in getting a degree, rrore 
interested in dates than doing any serious 
work in the libra:ry. 

• They have their counterparts arrong ,the rren: 
we've heard of the rugger-buggers, these ag­
gressively masculine types, the sportsrren, thE 
heavy drinkers, with at least externally an · 
anti-intellectual syndrorre. They t:ry to live 
out the anti-work ethos because of the pres­
sures of their peer group, though perhaps sam: 
of them are secretly hard workers. 

There are other groups such as those with a stronq 
religious corrmitrrent, and there is the breakdown 
between Oppidans and residential students. All 
this points to enrichrrent. Students of Fine Art, 
Music and Speech and o rama are distinguishable 
from the rest, as are broadly the Commerce stud­
ents, Arts students , Social Science, Divinity and 
Law. The earlier types · I spoke about tend to · 
overflow into the different faculti~s, and all 
have a differential degree of success in exerting 
conformity on their fellow-students. It's a fas­
cinating scene; but naturally as an academic I 
expect people to came to university with a seri­
ousness o~ purpose, and I must be critical of soiTE 
of the aspects. 
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Would you say that on coming to university for the 
first time, people .naturally drift into one of th­
ese groups , or do some of the groups .actively re­
cruit? 

Watching this, I like' to bluff myself that in 
'· 

those first few weeks I can pick out the different 
types, but I'm not always successful., Th~re is 
an elerrent of self-selection, of graVltatlon to­
wards certain groups. Like seeks like. Then 
there is a large group uncomnitted. This ·process 
can be ve:ry subtle and aJJoost unconscious: rrore 
established persons in various groups do seek out 
others, but the others are drawn. 
In your first term on campus I often wonder how . 
anybody dces any work - because of finding one's 
feet not only ~cademically (learning how to use 
the libra:ry etcetera) , but socially, in the inter· 
acting of so many diverse persons all substnred un· 
der the one status and IDle of "student". I've 
also wondered whether certain .types are drawn for 
example to the Social Sciences, or do. th~ discip­
lines have sorre irr;:>act on people~ or lS lt sare­
thing of roth? I've noticed with my colleagues 
in the tea-room, even when discussing same non-
academic subject, the different appiDaches, the 

· slight differences in terminology and emphasis. 

Do students actively play the role of university 
student? 

I do think that they try to play a role - they 
adopt all the externals - the slang, dress style 
and attitudes are all elerrents new to them which 
they acquire in the course of their universit~ 
career - sorre rrore than others. So many acqtnre 
what I call a new rhetoric, towards which I am 
rrost unsympathetic. 

What does that involve? 

It involves a new terminology, and what I think i~ 

a lot of sloganeering and shibtoleths trotted out 
and often it takes the place of logic, analysis 
and argurrentation. These people are ve:ry diffi­
cult to deal with. For instance, if they don't . 
like sorrething you are saying, they press the but-­
ton and the button flashes on the screen of the-

, 11 t' II ir mind "Fascist" or, worse still, Conserva lVe. 
A label has been attached to you, and what you 
are saying · is not examined on its rrerits. This 
student rhetoric is one of the greatest obstacles 
to clear thinking and the pursuit of the intell­
ectual life. 

Returning once more to the residences, what prob­
l ems arise from the segregation of men and women 
students? 

Sorre people seem to combine what I would call 
"love and the intellectual life" ve:ry well, but 
many others do not. Members of the opposi~e sex 
can becorre a terrible distraction -to pursUillg 
one's studies. 0 o segregated residences encour­
age this distraction? If I were· a student I would 
not like to live in a mixed residence; but I'm at 
least a · generation reiroved from the people wham 
it concerns. 
What I have found o~t in discussion with students 
·_ and. which I I!Rlst confess surprised rre - is that 
many first-year males in spite of their bravado · 
are terrified of females. 
Another phenorrenon is not so surprising, but i~­
teresting: on the campus the students ~ave thelr 
own status system or hierarchy, and this cones 
into play in regard to dating. ~ first~year man, 
so I'm told, wouldn~t get away Wlth trymg to da- . 
tea ·second- or ·third-year woman student. But I 
don't know whether mixed residences wo\fid sol~ 
our problems - ;I:' m inclined to think not . This 
is South Africa, and a university cannot pretend 
that it is not exesting in its society. It has 
take cognizance of the society in which it ~s 
ted. It is irrelevant whether the people like 
society or not- it's one of the facts of life. 

Continued on page W · 
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Vice Chancellor's 

MESSAGE TO FRESHERS 
. It is my pleasure to offer a very warm welcorre to all new students attending Rhodes for the first 

t:i.Ire. Rhodia.'ls are proud people. They are proud_of their university, proud of their traditions and 
pr9ud of the achievem:mts of those who have gene before them. You are now Rhodians and we who are 
already Rhodians eJqJect a great deal of you. We expect you to uphold the good narre of the univers­
ity in your academic achieverrents, in your athletic endeavours, in your extra-mural activities, 
in your concern for the well-being and convenience of others, and in -your ccnduct both on and off 
the university precincts. 

The extent to which you profit fran your- years at Rhodes rests very lar'gely in your <1Nl1 hands. 
There is not nuch emphasis on crnpulsion in the university ethos. One largely sets. one's .ON!'l 
goals and. the extent to which one reaches or falls short of the target depends on the degree of 
effort which you are prepared to' eJqJend. Be arrbitious with your goals: aim high and do not be ccn.,. 
tent with second best, either in yourself or in others; but IIDre particularly in yourself. 
Ultimate and longterm goals have to be broken dON!'l into yearly, IIOnthly, weekly, even daily sub­
goals. A serious carmitrrent to eam a degree three or four years fran now nust ~ translated into 
a serie$. of lesser carrnitrrents to crnplete certain assignrrents in the current week, for e."<CUlple, 
which in· tum implies setting aside tine for reading and study each day. otherwise, your comnit­
ment is rreaningless. A journey of a thousand kilanetres begins with the first step, as the old 
Chfnese proverb goes . 

Students are young people full of vigour, initiative and joie-de-vivre. You are going to enjoy 
yourselves, no matter what "the system" says or does. Thank God for it: the world would be a very 
dull place without students. Let rre urge you however, never in your lighter m::arents of recreation 
to let your exuberance be at the expense of others. It is not always easy to bear in mind, but 
not everybody in GraharnstON!'l is a student. Excessive. noise late at night, overindulgence in 
alcohol or other .fonns of arrogant or boorish behaviour do not endear students to· the townfolk, 
and in any case are not necessary concanitants to enjoying oneself. 

The· year 1977 is not going to be an easy ene either for the country or for the university. We are 
going &rough a period of necessary, though often painful, adjUStrrent. Both as individuals and 
as an iiisti tution we shall have to leam to make dci on rather fewer . financial resources than we 
have been accustorred to. We shall also have to accarodate ourselves to the concept that certain 
privileges that we have regarded as part of our birthright may not always be ours in the future. 

A .. tirre of limited adversity and stringency is also a time of opportunity. It enables us to take 
stock of ourselves, to decide what is essential in our lives arrl what is rrerely convenient or 
enjoyable. Use your time at university wisely. Take stock of yourself, detennine worthwhile 
goals and strive for them wholeheartedly. Participate fully in all that university life has t~ 
offer you, and prepare yourselves to make a solid contribution to the juster and !!Ore peaceful 

. Southern Africa to which we all aspire. Above all, cultivate a sense of balance and hariiDny 
in all that youundertake. You will then errerge from your eJqJerience at Rhodes a fully integrated 
human being., prepared intellectually, eiiDtionally and .physically to make your contribution to 
society. 

Dr . D.S . Henderson 
:VICE-CHANCELLOR 

Alister Maxeg­
Yiana is alive 
and vvell ·and 
living at the 
Ylhim of Admin 

by Ben Maalennan & Rhodeo staff 

The day after Rhodes ~sidence head waiter Alister 
Maxegwana gave State evidence in the parrphlets tr­
ial last year, he was suspended by Staffing and 
Personnel Officer Mr L Smit because "The man has 
been in court - he can't just cane back and start 
work". The Vice-Olancellor Dr Henderson said the 
suspension was. made with his knowledge, but Smit 
says he only sent a report and noti fication of thE 
suspension to the VC after the act. 
The VC said Maxegwana was suspended because "I 
haven't had the transcripts of court records yet, 
but I believe Mr Maxegwana was invil ved in . s ame­
thing that could have upset the nonnal proceecllngE 
of the University" • He said Maxegwana was going 
before a disciplinary conmittee, but refused to 
say whether Maxegwana would be allowed to repres­
ent hi.m:ielf, or who would be or or who would ap­
point the canmittee; 
A week later he suspended postgraduate students 
Jack Lewis .and' Lauren Vlot:rran - making this deci­
sian without access to the information en which 
he said Maxegr~ana' s case still depended. The 
punishrrent of the white students was rreaningless. 
They were suspended for the whole of 197 7: Nei­
ther had intended to retum then anyway. Hender-1 
san actually discussed Lauren Vlotman's plans 
with her before passing sentenee • 
(Jack has since been banned, and Lauren has had 
her passport ccnfiscated.) 

SRC 
The ffiC Executive passed a IIOtion condemning cer­
tain aspectS of the University's conduct, noting 
"the eJqJressed l iberal values of the Vice-Olanc-

1------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------f ellor and the Uni versi ty" and that the University 
saw fit to discipline persons who had already 

The res system is obvio~sly a big faator in the 
development of -peer groups; but thi s only partly 
explains t he syndrome of r iotous boozing for 
whi ah Rhodes is famed. Why are t here . seemingly 
so many r ugger-buggers at Rhodes? 

I wonder in my more cj'laritable m:::arents whether 
it is again .because we live in a small town and 

,don't have the diversity of entertainment that, 
let uS say, Natal or Wits students have. 

I n other words, i f you 've seen both movi es 
there ' s nothing else to do but go to the Graham? 

Exactly. Then again, the younger male students 
don't know how to relate to wonen, and with the 
herd spirit acquired in adolescence they prefer 
to go drinking. It is a status symbol. I often 
wonder where these people get all the rroney. We 
have a rather bad narre for excessive drinking. 
There is terrif;i.c pressure from the peer group: 
it's a brave man who will walk down to the Vic 
on a Friday night and say ' "give rre a bitter le­
mdln with a lot of ice". But an inproverrerrt in 
dri nking habits could take place. By all ac­
counts the last Rag was the IIDst sober we have 
had, and, strangely enough, we have never col­
lected so nuch rroney. 

It was prett y well poliaed though, wit h t he VC 
prowling around on j1oatbuilding night . . . 

I think that was an excellent idea! Rag is a very 
public occasion. Why must students be so protec­
ted from the consequences of their behaviour? 
As I see it, in GraharnstON!'l they are. 

In what sorts of ways? 

People tum a blind eye to ~toxicatien and oth­
er fonns of deviant behaviour and say "Oh, they'­
re only students", whereas if I as an ordinary 
citizen was guilty of that, I 11J0uld feel the 
full :dgour of the law. I feel this is a bad 
preparation for life. 

Do you think that students get away with more 
than they aome in for? Students often imagine 
t 1emselves as the whipping-boys of the Grahams­
town residents. 

I think so, in spite of that. In all university 
towns (one can go back to .Oxford or Paris) there 
has, been same town-gown clash or latent hostili~ 
ty. People may be envious of students. Taxpay,., 
ers may think that you are sanetirres irrespons­
ible, and I think they are right! 

He re 's a problem whiah worries me f ar more than 
rugger-bugger i sm. Every year in the aolumns of 
Rhodeo t here appear letter s bemoaning t he over­
whelming s tat e of apathy that exists amonf) Rho­
des s tudents, towards snything beyond set aaad- · 
emia work , .spor t , and maybe helping out a li t tle 
on Rag Day. The SRC, other alubs' and aativities 
on aampus, as well as any body suah as NUSAS 
aonaerned with ahanging the broader South Afri­
aan soaiety, are beyond the average s tudent's · 
threshold of aonaern. , What are the aauses of 
t hi s apathy? Why is it so prevalent at Rhodes? 

Yes, I have seen it in my ow.n lectures - I re­
call last year being exasperated into a state of 
silence by studeilts, interrupting with "Is. this 
necessary for the. exam?'' In other words, an in-: 
credibly narrow view of education. Whether the 
schools or the parents are to blarre, or the gen­
erally uncritical.nature of South African soci­
ety, I don't know. To be an intellectual is not 
to be able to trot out a whole lot of answers 
leamt' off by heart; but it is to take the ans­
were people give and to tum them into questions. 
I may not have the answer to all of South Afri­
ca's problems . - nobody has- but I should have 
~01_!!! __ O!lawing and nagging questions: 
Continued on baak .page 

gone before the courts of the land. ffiC Presi d­
ent Ashley la Grange was particularly upset by 
the University's handling of the affair. 
Philosophy lecturer.: ·ran M:lcdanald asked the vc if 
he could represent Maxegwana at the hearing. It 
appears at this stage that he will be allONed. to 
do so. The corcmittee is now waiting for the tra,.. 
nscript of the court records. Maxegwana has been 
suspended on full pay, but he may riot go to 'WOrk. 
Friends report that being in this limbo is derro-

. ralizing him, to put it mildly. 

Editorial comment: 
The conmittee is reportedly to consist of four 
senior Irembers of Council. · I would. question the 
wresence, of ene of them (who holds a high-up Ad­
min poi\lt) on the grounds of a c:Onversation betwe­
en him and Maxegwana, reported by the latter, in 
which he said that Maxegwana was "fucking the 
University up". He doesn't soU'ld unbiased. 
According to Lewis , Henderson said to him that he 
would .allow Maxegwana back if he would sign a de­
claration promising not to involve himself in the 

Black Workers I Union: If this is true, it sounds 
suspiciously as though Henderson is using the cou­
rt case as an excuse to settle the long-standing 
grudge between the BWU and the Administration. 
If the corcmittee finds Maxegwana guilty, it w:m 't 
be so easy for them to find a punishrrent that 
ranks with the meaningless one imposed on the stu­
dents. Firing him is a very drastic step. It is 
very difficult to find a job in GraharrstON!'l, esp­
ecially if you've been fired from yoUr last one . 
Alister Maxegwana is an intelligent, warm, loyal 
man of high integrity. He has spent years in a 
dead-end job - in any other society he would be in 
a position where he could exercise his initiative 
and his intelligence. He deserves synpathy for 
what I see as an act of frustratien. Not for the 
act itself - the threat to bum houses was repre­
hensible - but for being driven to this act. He 
does not deserve to be condermed. 



purple 
or. 

Ia grange 
The track-suit issue which created such a fur­
ore at the end of last year has eventually de­
flated ' dONn to nothing rrore than hot air which 
nevertheless blew away the proposals for change. 
According to Ashley La Grange (see picture) , 
the prima rrover of the rrotion, misconception. 
seems to have played a large part in the reject­
ion of the proiX'sals.. lAware of sane discontent 
on "canpus over thecolour of the tracksuit, · 
Ashley sounded out opinion. There seerred to be 
an overwhelming desire for change arrong the 
sports-people he spoke to. Their rrain objection 
was that outside the Eastern Province the pres­
ent Rhodes tracksuit could rot be worn without 
"sticking 'out like a sore thtmb". The opposit­
ion to the "distasteful" colour however appeared 
to be minirral. With this in mind, Ashley intro­
duced the idea of a colour change and at the 
same time the possibility of a new style. 
The outcry this caused doorred the proposal 
alrrost as soon as it had been nade. Of the est- · 
inated 30% strongly opposed to the charige, rrost, , 
Ashley feels, were unaware of exactly what was 
being suggested. Sp:::>rts. Union colours were to 
rerrain the same, and the grey which was proposed 
was not a "dull steel grey" as alleged, but a 
rrottled grey of which there were no sanples 
available. Rejection seerred. to stem from trad­
ition, (Ashley points out that the present 
colour is only 8 or 9 years old anyway) and 
perhaps a deep seated loyalty to Rhodes and its 
colours . Whether purple and white is gaudy, 
distasteful or obscene, it seem; as though 
Rhodes wil~ continue to be reoognised flanboy­
antly, whether the up-country brethren like it 
or rot. 

Not in the 
running 

At last years Stirk Bovll athletics ~ting, the 
absence of Black athletes was consp1cuous after 
both Fort Hare University and the Border Black 
athletic associations had been invited to part­
icipate. The reasons for the lack of response 
were thought to be that the Black athletic sea­
son ends in April, thus finding the ath~e~es 
out of practise in October. However pol1t1cal 
rrotives were not excluded. · . 
The Athletics Club has always advocated a ~nt 
system of selection and this ~as go~ them 1nto 
trouble on at least one occas1on - m the late 
1940' s a neeti.ng with Fort Hare caused quite 
a storm. Next year, UPE .will probably have a 
Im.ll tiracial neeting. Rhodes , in keeping with 
its policy, ·is thinking along the s~ li~es . 
The future is open: in the club const1tut;.1on a 
Black is as eligible for membership as anyone 
else. 

ft..a{.'s Ct T£R~18L£ 

SPORT 
GREAT 

EXPECTATIONS 
There is more than enough sport at Rhodes to keep 
everyone happy and compZeteZy engrossed - to the 
extent that (mercifuZZy) you .won 't have to open 
a book aZZ year. With tongue in cheek, ROB MORELL 
teZZs you aU. 

What a sport bonanza ·lies before us this year. 
From bitter to sweet, every taste is catered 
For those who have Evel Knievel tendencies,· 
is the kamikaze soap box derby - a suitably 
boyant way to earn a rrention in despatches. 
Masochistic and sadistic tendencies may be 
fied on the acreage of grass (nornally green) 
fronting the Kaif. Here one may take delight in 
either watching people throw small leather balls 
at one another or in actually seeking to kill 
the guineau pig holding a piece of plank. Anot-1,,,.-
version .of this sport takes place on the King may be found on the soccer field. Although Rhodes 
field - the subtle difference between the two Ist XI did not do too well in their Eastern Cape 
fonns ( called 'baseball' and' cricket') is the league last year, it is h~ that this year the 
batting method. In baseball, the :Lrrplerrent usee]; · ball will be better tau;Jht - to enter the oppon...: 
has its origins in medieval warfare, while in ents net. 
cricket the bat is derived from the primitive Basketball, netball and volleyball all have an 
spade. ardent foll<:Ming. Apart from spectator exciterrent, 

these sp:::>rts provided prov:j..ncial representatives 
and a feast of good hearted attempted manslaught­
er. 

The chief occupation of the Rhodes academic year 
is rugby. All rranbers of the male sex are invit­
ed to corre and see and take part in all-in wrest­
ling, carplicated by the use of an odd shaped 
ball. The fairer sex too, has ample oppurttmity 
for showing their flair in this sphere. In the 

· field of achievem:nt, the Rhodes Ist succeeded 
last year in killing all but the most resolute 
teams, while on the hate front Botha . House were 
the rrost succesful on the beaches. (They adopted 
the old Vorster adage.) 

For lovers of rotmd ball games, there is a wide 
variety of choice. Snooker: a rrost popular sport 
from which the more enthusiastic players graduate 
up to fencing. If the snooker tables under the 
SU are occupied, rrore round ball satisfaction 

. ' · we. WO\.\ \d t'1 1t vYlOltGh 

Squash made itS notable black mark on Rhodes life. 
The hundreds of hard-hitting individuals who grav­
itated to the courts last year proved that swear 
words are definitely in. To irrprove one's vocab, 
a trip to the squash courts is always rewarding. 
In the same vein, tennis falls down a bit: the 
zealous player's articulations tend to get lost 
in the wind. · 
It's rather perplexing that so many people prefer 
1ockey to golf. After all, golf is just a relax­
~ stationary way of playing hockey. This may 
>eem paradoxical, particularly to those who have 
ever witnessed a scratch golfer shank a chip, but 
in contrast, the vigorous perambulations of pers­
ons ori the field (both large and small, male and 
female - an interesting finding for those who do 
Botany) holding sticks seems ridiculous. Although 
Rhodes lost many of its hockey matches last year , 
it was responsible for Philip Rudd's representing 
E.P. . 
We now corre to the water sports, the rrost popular 
of which is a leisurely plek by the side of the 
pond with a pair of verkykers. H~ver, th~re. are 
ot.'ler, rrore energetic watery pastlilles - sw:umung 
for instance. If its quite cool (about 0 degrees) 
'go and have a look at the swimni.ng pool; arrong 
the icebergs you' ll be able to observe sare bod­
ies. These will indubitably belong to people who 
belong to the waterp:::>lo, unde;rwater and sw:imning 
clubs. All those specialising in anti -freeze are 
encouraged to join the above clubs. 
Just across the way from the pool is another pool 
wi th:iil which is a sort of an island. This master­
piece of engineering is for those vasbytin~ types 
who fancy themselves as oarpersons. The obJect · 
of the system is to climb into your concrete 
boat and then paddle like hell until you've 
got nowhere at all; thus, ·satisfaction having 
been obtained, one may retire, hurt, until the 
next day at the same time. The rrore ·buoyant 
members of· the club occasionally go and. float on 
Settlers Dam. Three other similar fonns of water 
sport can be found at Rhodes. For Y<;tChting, the 
use of wind is obligatory. For canoemg, the use 
of a canoe is obligatory, while for surfing 
(dawn at Kowie) the use of surf is optional • 
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Continued from Page 5 

Such wished for concern is sadly lacking in 
Grahamstown. Apart from the fleeting charitable 
orgasm tlla.t is Rag, there ;is no concrete part­
icipation in the issues which surround students 
in their Graham5town envirorurent: the tragic 
p::>verty of black South Africans and the eviction 
of people from their. lifelong homes to name but 
two. These issues renain and multiply while · 
nothing is done. And even Rag is a charitable 
hoax, which without its associated pleasures and 
diversions would not exist. 

It is telll?ting to excuse Rhodes students fran 
the burden of involvement by saying that they 
are usually from other areas and cities, and do 
not feel . for Grahamstown '·s problems what they 
might well do in their home towns. But facts 
:nust be faced. They are South. Africans, and they 
are in Grahamstown for a very substantial part 
:>f their higher education, living arrongst and· 
living off their fellow South Africans. Petty 
parochialism is no excuse for apathy or complac­
ency. The localised issues ti1at students face 
here, in terms of relevance,· 'are no different to 
those anywhere else, and are nerely rnicroscosrns 
:>f larger, South African prblerns. Jlction in 
3rahamstown is aCtion in South Africa, results 
in Grahamstown are results for South Africa. We 
live in South Africa as well ·as in Grahamstown, 
3Ild to those corrmi tted to 'change and to those 
Nho perhaps do not realise or acknowledge the 
need for change, ~sis. the place- to start. 

Fogs tar. 

H1.llffii1 beings are fundanentally selfish, looking 
after number one, and the people who look beyond 
are often regarded as eccentric. The apathy of 
the majority o:t;:ten drives the rninori;ty into rid~ 
iculous postures. In going to the extrerre they. ' 
weaken their case. That doesn't deny the need 
for all persons associated with the university 
to be critical, analytical and to think about 
the ways in which the ·quality of South African 
life could be ilrproveQ, or refonred. It pains ne 
that more of our studentS are' not critical: it 
is a sad lack in our society. If the academics 
are not critical, then who on earth is going to 
be? 

The civil disobedience campaign of about six Y?­
ars ago has become part of Rhoqes folklore, as 
the great manifestation of nonapathy. Were the 
consequences of that era and the attitude of Ad­
min one of the causes of the present apathy? 

No, I wouldn' t see it so rituch internally. In 
any country which feels threatened, isolated and 
ringed by hostile ;forces (whether real or imag­
ined) the area of tolerance shrinks and the area 
of vulnerability increases. That affects every­
one. Whether it is an apathy of disinterest or 
despair, I don't know. But so often the people 
who tried to be concemed and critical were ridi­
culous, no rnatter how well-intentioned. They of­
ten marred their . cause and the worthwhile elenents 
in what they were saying, by the way they went 
about things. But they faced a rrouhtain of apathy 
and people are ndt ' very reasonable When they read 
a stage of exasperation. 

G"OCOTT a SHKIItRY, PRINTERS- GlltAHAMaTOWN 

How do freshers get .dragged into this cult of non­
participation? 

Let us take the students who a,re corning to Rhodes 
in 1977. I am sure that the majority of their pa­
rents will have told them ".Jon't get involved. in 
anything political." People who step ·seriously 
out of line in South Africa find that a heavy hanc 
descends on them. It is so difficult for people 
who . are idealistic ·and have a strong social ron­
science, to adopt a critical stance and keep with­
in the law. I myself · think it can be done and 
ShOUld be done 1 bUt many young people seem' tO fin: 
it extremely difficult . . I think that the majorit~ 
because of pressures on them are going to play ' 
safe. 

· Could you finally run through a brief checklist 
of the most significant pressures facing first­
year students as they come to Rhodes? 

First of all is bewildernent at this (to him) Call" 

pletely :crazy scene. The newconer has got to 
learn so rnuch; the poor student can be in a total 
dwaal. Then a new approach to stlrly, to knowled­
ge. This is a staggering change. Then of Course 
a considerable arrount of freedom. 

It's paradoxical that freedom is a pressure, isn't 
it? 

Yes - all the seductions of university life can 
lead stud,ents astray - I don't necessarily nean 
in a rroral sense, but away from their prine purp­
ose, 'fhich is to stlrly and (we hope) to get a de­
gree, · illprove their minds and to get a new look 
on life. It' s a most demanding form of adjustnent 
that we require frc:m them, . and the remarkable th-. 
ing is t.hat rro~t adjust reasonably successfully. 
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