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Letters to the 
Editor 

Prove to us that this is not the town of 
the Living Dead ... 
All letters to Activate are welcome. But 
please note the Editor reserves the right 
to edit, amend or alter material in any 
way deemed necessary. 

Contact details : 

Snail man: 
~ctivate 
c/o Student Representative Council 
P.O. Box 94 
Rhodes University 
Grahamstown 
6140 
Republic of South Africa 

Telephone: 
+27 (46) 622 7171 

FiDC: 
+27 (46) 622 4162 
Mark att: Activate 

EmaB: 
editor@activate.soc.ru.ac.za 
or staff@activate.soc.ru.ac.za 
or office@activate.soc.ru.ac.za 

Physical addreSS: 
upstairs in the Union Building, 
along the corridor from the Union, RMR and 
the SRC offices. 
Our office hours are: 
13:00 - 14:00, Monday to Friday. 



Expectations 

"I expected to see my friends 

and meet new people."- Desiree 

"I thought we were going to be 

touring Grahamstown, sleeping the 

whole day and playing golf." - Dida 

"I expected to feel the thrill of 

journalism." - Ntsikelelo 

"I thought we were going to be 

shopping, going to the beach - I 

thought it was a holiday!" - Faith 

Motivations 

1Steve Blko 
I Week 
I By Constance Mokhoantle 

I 
lli On Monday, 26 March 200 I matric stu-
llll dents from the Eastern Cape, Orange 
lll! Free State and the Northern Province 
lli arrived in Grahamstown for the Steve 
lli Biko Media week. 
llll These students had to submit an arti­
~ cle in which they compared the media 

of today to the media in Biko's time. 
~ The idea behind the Biko week is to 

give students an opportunity to get a 
~ feel fo r Unive rsity life and to see what 

journalism is all about, whilst at the 
~ same time to recruit black students to 

"I like Steve Biko's philosophy Rhodes University. 
that's why 1 entered." _ Dida ~ The Steve Biko Bursary is usually 

"I' 
1 

b . d . ~ offered to some of these winners if 
ve a ways een mtereste m . they dec1de to come back to Rhodes to 

jou.rnalism- it's challenging, you get lll! study. Asha Speckman was awarded this 

to mform, educate and entertam lll bursary after she participated in last 

society."- Ntsikelelo ~ year ' s media week. 

"It was break time at school and I "I meant to come to Rhodes 
was bored ." _ Faith ~ University so in a way the sneak pre-

view prepared me for the atmosphere" 

Rhodes 
~oumallsm? 

"I'm definitely coming back!" -

Desiree 

"Sure, I'll study journalism at 

Rhodes. It's a top institution recog­

nised worldwide." - Ntsikelelo 

Comments 

"We have to do a I 000 things at 

the same time." -Desiree 

"It's been a great exposure but 

they should change the selection 

process because some people 

come here having not written the 

essays themselves."- Ntsikelelo 

Comments 
from the 2 
white people 

Q: Are you upset with the affir­

mative action policy in the selection 

process? 

A: Alex: "Not in the least. I like 

the people I'm with and I feel lucky 

to have been chosen." 

A: Tommy: "They shouldn't only 

encourage black journalism but 

journalism for all." 

~ said Asha. Her brother, Jerome, won 
the competition this year. 

I The program is sponsored by 
Johnnie, Anglo Gold, French Embassy, 

~ Eastern Cape Herald, Institute of the 
Advancement of Journalism, Daily 

I Dispatch, Sowetan, Mail and Guardian, 
~ Natal Echo, :ity Press and YFM. 

;A Different 
mKind of Party 
1 By Asha Speckman 
I (A Steve Biko Student) 

[ Don't fumble for the ideal party spot 
when Pop Art and the Rat lose their 

~ glamour. Cathcart Arms hotel-turned-
pub, off Beaufort Street, offers a mel­

[ low alternative. 
lli The regular patrons are an ensemble 
lli of off-duty policemen, township 
lll! residents and a few Rhodes students. 
lll! According to Nomalanga Mkhize, a 
m Rhodes student, "There's a totally 

different crowd, no one cares what 
~ you wear, there's no influence from 

peers" . 
m Entertainment comes in the form 

of Geoffrey Tracey and his band 
~ "Uhambo" and from an experienced 

deejay. 
m "It's not what I would call today 
lll! music," commented Ms Mkhize but she 
lll! agreed that the music promotes the 
lli laid back atmosphere. 
lli Although the pub may not be posh, 
lll! "It looks like something out of a bad 
lll! movie," say Ms Mkhize, and unlike 
mother pubs moral standards are main-

tained. "There are no funny things 
~happening in dark corners" assures Ms 

Mkhize. 

I 

rn Grahamstown I Chocolate I · ~ 
: taxi VIOlenCe ~ By Nicola Kane I 

By Heather Knott I As part of the exhibitions run through- I 
m I out Grahamstown for Sci Fest 200 I' a [ 

1!1 A press conference was held at the ~ Chocolate Factory was set up at the II§ 

!l§ Graham Protea Hotel on the 23rd ~ Albany History Museum, sponsored by 111 

Ill March by the Uncendo Chairperson, 111 Nestle. lll! 
11m M M 1 111 Andrew Stevens of the Rhodes lll! r. jo i. 9 There is recurring conflict between ~ Education Department ran the work- [ 

two local taxi associations that operate shop and it gave delighted children the 
m from behind the Checkers building in I chance to design and manufacture i 

town, Uncendo U.S.T.A and Bata their own chocolate bars. Stevens gave a Borderline Association . According to I a brief history on the beginnings of I 
111 

Mr.Mjoli, the problem seems to be that 
111 

chocolate as we know it and then ~ 
11m Bata Borderline Association does not 111 guided the ch1ldren through the steps II§ 

want to work with Uncendo Taxis in of making a chocolate bar. Each child II§ 

rn developing the taxi industry to become I was able to make their own PVC 111 

lli more efficient and better monitored. 
111 

mould into which they poured melted ~ 
Ill Mr. Mjoli stressed that they are 111 chocolate and the ir choice of fillings, in 
~ providing a service predominantly for ~ some cases more chocolate landed on [ 

the black population in Grahamstown ill sticky fingers than in the moulds. 
rn and made it clear that Bata Borderline I While the bars were being set in a I 

Association was unwilling to co _ oper- refrigerator the participants got 
~ ate in negotiations for a coalition . ~ creative and designed their own ~ 

between the two ranks. wrappers and names for their , 
rn "Uncendo Taxis are willing to I creations. After a brief session in which [ 

the chocolates were presented to the 1:1! 

9 work together with Bat a if it ( class and judged, free goodies were 111 

ensures the smooth running of handed out. It can be concluded that I 
I taxis, we cannot have pass en- I all who attended the workshops had a 

"yummy" time. ~ 
rn gers waiting an hour or more to( ill 

W get to their destinations," I [ 

claimed Mr. Mjoli. ~ Graphics and I 
~ He went on to say "it is because of ill 
Ill! Uncendo trying to improve the lot of design [ 
Ill the people that animosity has broken I . 
1 out between the two ranks" . Mr. Mjoli 1 By Harugumi Mutasa I 
iii stated that Bata Borderline are ill 
ru opposed to change and did not agree lll! I 
fi;i with the 'first come first serve' policy, f Bruce Cadle, Head of the Graphics 
11m irrespective of taxi affiliation. Design and Photography Department [ 
iii Mr. Mjoli admitted that outbreaks of I at P.E . Technikon, invites all students to 
~ violence did occur between the two lll! come and see his exhibition at the [ 

ranks, but was quick to stress that lll! Albany History Museum in the lll! 
I "U d bh 1 Standard Bank Gallery. ~ 
iii ncen 0 a ors violence, it is ill The aim of the exhibition is to make I 

; taboo... I people aware of the importance of ill 
Furthermore he said that the police technology. 111 

g seem to take on the side of Bata bor- I '"It is part of our everyday lll! ....... 111111 

derline. According to him, police do lll! lives." says Bruce, "Being ere- I 
~ visit other taxi ranks but always seem lll! llllllllllilall~ 

to issue Uncendo with massive tickets . ative does not mean being out [ 
g Mr. Mjoli went on to state that when I of touch with reality The fun is II! 

violence occurs, "police assault, beat · fi d' · h lll! 9 and kick men from Uncendo". I In In mg out JUSt ow amazing 
lllll Mr. Milelile Nkolongo, a diabetic , a technologicaJ world can be." [ 
11m was forced to spend a night in jail I Highlights of the exhibition include a 1 
~ despite his medical condition. He has a lll! promotional video produced and ill ::·::=:=.=.=: .·}=:==:=A( : L 

scar in the middle on his forehead from lll! directed by students using digitalised II! 
rn being hit with the butt of a handgun. [ graphic layouts and inventive design lll! 

Mr. Mjoli refused to give names of techniques. One will also be int:oduced ~ 
~ policemen involved, stating that the ~ to Blinky, a fictitious animation charac-

court and his lawyers were dealing with ~er who is guaranteed to get you laugh- [ 
rn the matter. Replying to th'is comment m 1ng. 

Captain Zeelie of the police depart- This exhibition is a preview of The 
~ ment said that "Policemen went over to[ Young Designers Achievers Award to 

keep the peace, whilst trying to break be held during the festival. 
rn up the fight a policeman was assaulted. Designers from all over the country 
i1ll Now, the taxi rank want to press will give a personal account of their 
1!111 charges against us , so we will wait and successes and the difficulties they face 
rn see the outcome of this ." in South Africa's fashion and design 
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By Lauren Oshry and Christopher Scott 

GROWING ON TREES: it's never that easy, especailly on a campus of 5000 
students. PIC: Marli Burger 

ree 
Money can't buy me love. But it can buy me a 
decent university education. You'd think so, would­
n't you? 

Money, to the average Rhodes student, is an 
invaluable commodity. As many of us will sheepishly 
admit, we are not as thrifty as we would like to be, 
and it all ends up in the coffers of The Rat and other 
such frivolous institutions. The university, however, 
cannot hide behind such convenient excuses when it 
comes to their budget. As we all go about our learn­
ing in blissful ignorance, the university has to ensure 
that every rand counts. 

South Africa's downwardly spiralling economy and 
subsequent devaluation of the Rand is making budg­
eting more and more taxing at Rhodes. We spoke t~ 
Sandy Stephenson, Academic Planning Officer, about 
Rhodes' financial situation. 

"The budget this year is one of the tightest it's 
ever been at Rhodes," she said. This is partially to 
do with the current government subsidy scheme. 
And , of course, what financial equation would be 
complete without the inflation factor? "The subsidy 
is the same, but in real terms the money is less, " 
stresses Annette Orsmond, from Rhodes' recruit­
ment office. 

This situation is aggravated by the varying sizes of 
the faculties. Humanities is the biggest in the univer­
sity, with over 35% of the students registered. This 
is considerably larger than its closest counterpart, 
Commerce, with 27%. The Humanities faculty 
makes up the bulk of the Human Sciences. The sep­
arate faculties of Law ( 1.6% of registered Rhodes 
students) and Education (14%). The faculties of 
Science (I 5.7%) and Pharmaceutical Studies (5.8%) 
represent the Natural Sciences at Rhodes. These 
numbers are based on the 1999 figures. 

The government has recently released a new 
"National Plan for Higher Education". Point four of 
t~e executive summary reads: "The National Plan 
proposes to shift the balance in enrolments over the 
next five to ten years between the Humanities, 
Business and Commerce, Science, Engineering and 
Technology from the current ratio of 
49%:26%:25% to 40:30:30 respectively." The 
Rhodes Grahamstown ratio in 1999 was 45 :28:27 
and there is discussion as to what extent this could 
change in the next few years. 

In 1997, Rhodes University implemented a system 
of Academic Review, whereby each department is 
required to submit a report to a university-wide 
review committee. It outlines their plans for the fol­
lowing three to five years and commenting on their 
current position nationally and within the institution. 
An official Statistical Digest is available by request on 
loan from the Vice-Chancellor 's office . The digest 
provides information used in decision-making at 
Rhodes. 

The departments are asked to examine them­
selves prudently and economize wherever possible. 
The committee then assesses the departments' 
needs and recommends the distribution of very lim­
ited resources accordingly. 

1999 statistics showed an even spread of depart­
ments that ran at a profit and at a loss. Profitable 
subjects included Economics, Biochemistry, 
Psychology and English Language & Linguistics, while 
departments in debt included Drama, Geography, 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, and Physics and 
Electronics. This is mostly due to high operating 
costs and/or low student numbers. 

The second Review took place in 2000. The gist 
of both reports was that Rhodes would not neglect 
the Humanities, despite the lack of available funds. 
To this end, Rhodes has taken the decision to cross­
subsidize between faculties to even out the costs of 
running them. 

"The government puts across that the country 
needs more scientists and technologists, " says Prof. 
Terry, Dean of Science. "So they subsidize more to 
those departments." For every Rl the government 
subsidizes a Humanities student, a Science student 
receives R2,69 ( 1998 figures). 

"They're trying to encourage more science stu­
dents in universities," he explains. But schools are 
not producing enough cqmpetent students in higher 
grade Maths and Science. The university is not con­
sidering dropping its standards to compensate for 
this problem. "That is in nobody's interest," says 
Terry. 



or 
The process of cross-subsidizing effectively takes money away 

from the Science departments. When asked about this, Terry 
shrugged and said , "That's the university's business. I am sure every 
department could spend more than it's got, we just have to make do 
with what we have ." 

There's the old saying: "The bigger they are, the harder they fall." 
At this comment, Prof. lan Macdonald, Dean of Humanities, laughs. 
"No, Humanities at Rhodes is very well. I think it's flourishing." 
Although the very nature of his position makes his answer biased, he 
is pleased to state: "Rhodes has made a conscious effort to maintain 
the integrity of the liberal arts disciplines." 

Could we see an eventual deterioration of the typical Humanities 
student in the wake of the contemporary business world? 
"Humanities students are not confined to skills and restricted by 
their environment," says Prof. Webb, Dean of Commerce. "A 
Humanities background is as employable as a Commerce back­
ground . An employer should look for individual capabilities and not 
just training." Despite these encouraging remarks, .the statistics differ 
vastly. 

Six months ago, Activate ran a feature article on the fate of the 
modern 'Humanities graduate [Edition 9, 30 August- 8 September 
2000). Startling statistics showed students of the Humanities 26% 
behind those of Commerce in permanent employment in 1998. 

The general consensus among Rhodes' leading Humanities authori­
ties 'was that Human Science sub-

talk" subjects cost the university little capital. While the department 
of Information Systems does cost a bit more, its income adequately 
covers its expenses . 

With Commerce numbers on the rise, we asked Prof. Webb if he 
foresaw Commerce overtaking the growth of Humanities. "There 
are pfi7ople who see the Commerce faculty as the 'cash cow' of the 
university. However, this is looking through the world in very specific 
spectacles," he replied. 

"The SA economy is in a downward swing. It is inevitable, because 
of higher levels of unemployment, that young people will become 
more career-oriented." But he adds, "Will this persist? I sincerely 
hope not." 

He continues: "It is the university's policy not to let that happen. 
lin a town where the student population is approximately 5000, we 
don't want 60 to 70% of them to be Commerce students. It would 
alter the Rhodes experience." 

Surely students should have a say in the way in which the budget 
is managed? "We pay academic fees; we should have a say in where 
it's going," observes Tamara Kenny, Editor of Activate . 

When approached on this matter, Matthew Charlesworth, 
President of the Student Representative Council (SRC), asserts that 
the students of Rhodes do have a say in how the budget is adminis­
tered . The SRC has representatives with two independent votes on 
the Rhodes Budget Committee . Through this forum, students can 

raise issues and influence the allo-
jects teach people to think critical­
ly and laterally. These skills are 
apparently in high demand in the 
modern workplace, yet there 
seem to be few jobs available to 
them. 

The fe~ture explained this con­
tradiction by quoting the results of 
the Graduate Placement 

cation of funds and resources. 
Students also have representa­

tives on the university's most 
important decision-making body, 
the Academic Planning and Staffing 
Committee. 

"In a town where the student 
population is approximately 5000, we 
don't want 60 to ?Oo/o of them to be 
Commerce students. It would alter 

the Rf.ledes e-x.perieRce." This is undoubtedly a pertinent 
issue fo r students of the un iversity, 
but student opinion on the subject 

seems to be lacking. ''A lot of students aren't concerned [with the 
budget] -they just think that, magically, the departments run," 
Charlesworth notes. 

Programme (GPP) , which was statistically unsuccessful in helping 
Humanities graduates find jobs. 

Mark Rainier, Rhodes' Student Advisor and co-ordinator of the 
GPP, put this down to employers using the GPP to recruit large 
numbers of specifically trained people, hence the high success rate 
for Commerce students. 

Rainier mused that smaller and more flexible businesses tend to 
recruit from where they are based and on a more personal level 
than large companies simply looking for trained article clerks. He 
explained that graduates of Humanities more frequently find employ­
ment through local circles and personal contacts. 

The faculty of Commerce is Rhodes' most cost-effective faculty, 
with the departments of Accounting, Economics and Management all 
generating a relatively large profit for the university. These "chalk and 

The SRC president, Charlesworth receives very little input from 
the students regarding the financial workings of the university. He 
does not see this as a bad thing. "Rhodes students can rest assured 
that the financial management at RU is sound and that there are 
people taking an interest in the budget that have the students' and 
the university's best interests at heart." 

Being able to keep this up effectively, time and time again, is an 
accomplishment of which Rhodes University should be damn proud. 
This intricate organizational web could unravel at the pull of a single 
thread, with disastrous consequences. The strands work to support 
each other and create the intrinsic design that is Rhodes University. 

HANDS OUT: careful budgeting is necessary to l<eep Rhodes' wheels turning. PIC: Marli Burger 
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Like Mchnma Me 
/ 

/ 
/ 

I'm counting down the days, overzealously I might add, till I can get on the Greyhound and (if I'm lucJ<y) 
arrive in Cape Town fourteen hours later. Its not that I miss the mountain or the gorgeous Capetonian 
males, but Grahamstown just starts getting on ones nerves after a six week stint. In the spirit of /enjoying 
it while it lasts I tried scrummaging around for social activities that could soften the blow of th~1ast few 
days in Grahamstown. Unfortunately if you're not staying for Graduation weekend, to stalk long lost loves 

It's the end 6f t,~rri\(essays are due, prac reports need to be done, projects have to t 
in between) lll 'of this, where do you find the time to fulfil you basic need for dece nt f 
the PeP-per Grove Mall (next to the Green Bean) , are here to make life a little easier 
T~e(Home Industries has a fridge dedicated to a variety of ready-made meals. The 

1/e(to R22 for vegetarian lasagne) are perfect for a big dig~~s~·.!'~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~:~~~~ 
/ for chilli carne carne) are great for those in res. And 

or graduating yourself there's not much else on offer. / / 
Alternatively make your own with their 

Whatever you do, don't forget d 
/ souls. So try a big, delicious slice 

/ 

and other baked goodies 
R7.50. They also make cakes too 

ROCK-A-BYE FORA SLEEPING MAN AND A BARKING DOG is this years grad production, brought to 
you by Gary Gordon and the First Physical Theatre at the Rhodes Theatre on 4th and.Sth April at 19h30. 

,/ 

GRADUATION BALL 200 I: Sorry this ones only for the graduates and their dates ,of course. Tickets are 
R220 available at Eden Grove. So unless you're asked you aint going honey. : 

,/ 
FOREPLAY? .. . A new club that's meant to open over Grad weekend and provis:fe music with a R&B flava. 

: 

Lastly Go home, find a decent club/band/coffee shop/man/womani sheep and!have a good time, keeping 
in mind that there are still three terms left and there's nothing quite like ho'fe. 

Splitt1n \ 
\ 

I 

\ 

Oscar's 2001 • • By Robert Odendaal and Nigel Tompkins \\. 
\ 

· about two days in advance. 
The Home Industries 

are diluted 4: I, are 
price isn't bad 

If you ·ateJ@Ea!>tef, 
Tempted 

The tears have been shed for this year, and we'll have to wait another twelve months until the little gold statuette forces out 
place on Sunday the 25th March this year, with comedian Steve MartYn hosting the ceremony. \:curtesy of M-Net's broadcast tho"J"n.lln·wir'o day, South African audiences 
stars as they graced the red carpet to the Shrine Auditorium (the last time the famous arena wili-(lost the Oscars. As of next year ceremony will be held in the 

Annual Academy Awards took 
over their favourite film 

Th 
tht 
ta• 
19 

ran high among the film stars, critics and the public alike, as this was one of the most unpredictabl~ years in recent history. 
The Golden Globe ceremony, held on the 21st January earlier this year, is usually a good indication, of what films will take Oscars, es~>ec~aiiiY in the prominent Best Picture, Acting and n~~~~~~~;;;;;;;~~~ 

year, however, the Globes were so evenly distributed among four top films that it ensured there woulq be few surprises on Oscar Traffic, Almost Famous and Crouching Tiger, i 
. ce1 

won two major awards at the Golden Globes. The fact that Almost Famous (which won Best Picture Musical or Comedy and Best at the Golden Globes) wasn't even nominated for Best Picture , or 
at the Oscars was already a big surprise to critics, especially as many critics had predicted it to take the Best Picture award. Even the Internet Database (IMDB), the largest and most visited movie site on the 

' COl 
Internet, had users predicting it to win the Best Picture Award on Oscar night. Gladiator, which won Best Picture Drama at the Golden Globes many critics, who began contemplating the fact that the film , me 
could take top honours from the Academy. ' int 

In the past, the films that win at the Golden Globes generally go on to win the same awards at the Oscars. Ev'em though Crouching Tiger, Hidden nominated for Best Picture at the Golden Globes, wi
1 

the fact that the movie's director, Ang Lee, won for Best Director gave the film a fir~ chance at winning the Best Picture s~aw~~~U!'<IJ; the Oscars. It was , tht 
in fact, the only other film that came close to Gladiator's tally of twelve Oscar nominations, by scoring ten for itself (the most for a for-
eign language film ever). Although the difference was only two, it has been a trend in 't~e past to give the Best Picture award to the film 
most nominations (American Beauty ( 1999)- 8 nominations; Shakespeare In Love ( 1998}'- .t 3 nominations; Titanic ( 1997)- 14 nominations; The 
English Patient ( 1996)- 12 nomihations; Brave heart ( 1995)- 8 nominations) . This trend can be traced all the way back to 1991, where Silence of the 
Lambs, with seven nominations, beat JFK, which had eight nominations. Although this trend ' this year, it was a very tight race , with most 
critics weary of actually predicting anything. 

On the other hand, Barry Ronge, releasing his predictions in the Sunday Times on the actual day 
Picture, Steven Soderbergh for Best Director (Traffic), Russell Crowe for Best Actor (Gladiator), Julia for Best Actress (Erin 

Brockovich), Benicio del Toro for Best Supporting Actor (Traffic) and Julie Walters for Best Supporting Actress 
South Africa's favourite celebrity critic got five out of the six awards correct, but incorrectly chose Julie Walters to 

Best Supporting Actress when on the evening Marcia Gay Harden won for her role in Pollock. As far as the 
external critic's awards went, the National Board of Review, the Los Angeles Film Critics Association 

and the New York Film Critics Circle all named Steven Soderbergh as Best Director, but varied in 
the other major categories. Julia Roberts was awarded Best Actress by the National Board of 
Review and the Los Angeles Film Critics ·Association whereas Laura Linney (You Can Count On 
Me) was given the award by the New York Film Critics Circle. For the Best Actor and Best 
Picture Awards, all three of the groups differed . The National Board of Review named Javier 
Bardem (Before Nights Falls) for Best Actor, Los Angeles named Michael Douglas (Wonder 

Boys) and New York named Tom Hanks (Cast Away). And as for Best Picture, 
the National Board of Review surprised many by naming Quills as the best film 
of the year. Los Angeles and New York went with the more notable films 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and Traffic respectively as best film. 

The varying results from the different newsgroups made it an inter­
esting and exciting ceremony, with many waiting in anticipation to see 

just who would take away the coveted golden statuette. With the 
threat of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, the U.S. film 

industry can expect to see a flourish of foreign films keeping 
Hollywood on their toes. In the future we may even have a 
Best Picture winner with subtitles engraved on the statuette. 
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.s have to be finished and you still need a social life. But 
or decent food? The local Home Industries, situated in 
lttle easier during these hard times. 
neals. The large meals (ranging from R29 for a Cottage 
e<500g-.meaiS£,Qst,Ween R I 0 for cottage pie and R IS 
r:==--".>:.:~~.r.:::.::::..:o::r. qtl1EnE!. aybe even a salad? 

ed goodies are there to 
cakes to order in any size, provided th'i'>-nlrM••r 

tnd a large selection of cookies. The syrups, 
'rickly Pear and Lemon, are definitely worth a try. The 

eorge Clooney, John 
John Goodman, Holly Hu 

:Joel Coen 
Runtime: I I 0 minutes 
Rating: 8/ I 0 

Lebowsl<i, Barton Fink) 
filmmal<ers in cinema todiy. 

nd update it to America's 
three convicts on the run ""''~•~•ncr 

~~;;~~~~~ along the way. Probably the most 
til the brothers (Joel and Ethan) were nnrni,n::oit"'l'l 

ceremony for Best Original Screenplay. Mainly 
or for anyone who has read The ~he filrnm:••,_,.,.,. 
constantly delve into the bizarre 
movies with profound metaphors 
intelligent for watching them. 
with their films, give this 
the price of admissi_9n:" 

.... -·· 

/ 
/ ser ~/ ~ 

Reviewed by~ Ni&d ~f;;npkh~s 
The Players: Jason Biggs, Mena Suvari, Greg Ki:Jnear, Dan Akroyd 
Director: Amy Heckerling ././ 
Runtime: 95 minutes ./ 
Rating: 3/ I 0 ............ . 

You'y~'Lnever s'i!eli"·~~;~~ing like this. Unless you've seen 
- --'American Pie, She's All That or any other 'movie' that 

stars either Jason Biggs or Freddie Prinze jnr. 
Hollywood has been churning out teen-comedies 
like Rhodes churns out self-confessed alcoholics, 
but this one is different. It's just not funny, at all, 
ever. It's just a teen-movie that bores the audi­
ence into submission while they wait for a dance 
scene or a something involving pizza and a pubic hair. 
Biggs and Suvari play college students in New York 
who experience the tumultuous throes of life as a 
youth. Ah cute! The film achieves such high levels of 
mediocrity that it becomes annoying. The most 
remarl<able achievement about Hecl<erling's direction is 
just how unremarl<able the film ends up being. One feels 
after having watched the movie that the only 'loser' is you for 
having paid to watch this crap. 

/ 

' I 

I 

if is Kiff 
The Kaif is under new management, and after two weeks of major cleaning, 
it promises a clean and student- friendly environment. Now a family business, 
the Main Kaif is run by Billy Ranched, while his nephew, Dharmesh Gallabh, is 
managing the Day Kaif. 

Ranched has introduced a variety of new meals to the menu, such as 
samoosas, curry and rice (a bargain for R7.50), and Roti. Also new is a 

waffle and ice-cream special. 
As the Kaif tries to keep prices as low as possible, other student specials 

will be starting soon, such as burgers and cheap pizzas. 
Ranched aims to please the customers, and is trying to cater for all sec­

tions of the student market,so he welcomes input. A suggestion box vyill 
soon be set up for suggestions regarding the menu , or merely critkism and 
complaints about the food itself or the prices. 

The Kaif will also see a change in entertainment facilities, with more pool 
tables, games, and even a TY. 

While students complain about bad treatment in Grahamstown, the Kaif is 
both convenient and offers friendly service. Make good use of it, after all it is 
there for you, the students! 

The .Players: Tom Hanks, Helen 
Director: Robert Zemeckis 
Ru~time: 145 minutes 
Rating: 6/ I 0 

I 

The highest grossing film of last year 
: pulling in over $230 million dollars at 

.< the U.S. box-office alone has Tom Hanks 
/ playing the only survivor of a horrific 

plane crash and stranded on a desert 
island. A majority of the film tal<es place on 
the island leaving the viewer to watch Hanks 
trying to stay alive .by using his surroundings 
(can you spell Survivor). What could have been 
an absolute masterpiece ends up confusing 
itself by drawing to no particular conclusion. 
The audience is left pondering: 'What is this 
film trying to say?' The themes, the very few 
of them, are mixed up and the film opens up 
for some interesting psychological battles 
with man against nature but then nothing 
ever develops. Hanks does however turn in 
a superb performance (better than Russell 
Crowe), and was nominated for an Oscar 
after winning a Golden Globe earlier this 
year. Zemeckis (Bad< to the Future, 
Forrest Gump) is technically brilliant as 
always, but his direction suffers from a 
weal< screenplay that should have been 
thought through a lot better. Worth a 
look though. 



• 
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So there you are, nursing your drinl< and watching that femme 
fat ale at Pop Art l<icl< the hell out of ape-man and his cronies. 
Whose side are you on? 

HIM -Lynda! : I think domination is sexy in a man ... [Hmm- obviously 
someone enjoys being tied down .] 

HER- Tara: I'm full of shit and I need someone to control me. 
There's nothing like a slap to keep me real. 

HER- Constance: I think you have to know how to defend yourself. 
It just makes sense . You could go out with a guy who might seriously 
hurt you, so you have to know how to kick his arse! 

HER - Ayanda: Hell yeah! I'd love to have that kind of power over a 
guy! 

HER- Doug: I'd date a strong woman. As long as she's not some kind 
?f psycho or anything weird like that. 

NEITHER - Gareth: Why would you want to beat anyone up? [Ah, a 
peace-loving, tree-hugging Rhodent!] 

HIM - Martin: A guy needs to be superior. He's gotta protect his 
woman. 

HER- Lwazi: There's nothing wrong with strong women. I don't 
think being able or unable to defend yourself is an issue. 

HER- Susan: I wouldn't date a wimpy guy. What if we're attacked? I 
have to defend the both of us? 

HER - Terrence: I'd be with her as long as she didn't look like a sumo 
wrestler! 

HER- Michael: As long as she's hot .. . 

NEITHER - Yeukai: I'd never know whether he's agreeing with me 
because he wants to, or because he's scared of getting a blue eye or 
something. 

Two people, both alike in strength, in fair Pop Art (where we lay 
our scene), from ancient grudge to new mutiny, where silk stock­
ings make boxer shorts unclean ... 

Picture this: a girl at a party wearing a luminous micro-mini com­
plemented by a skin-tight leather boob tube - the epitome of a 
femme fatale. Suddenly HE cuts through the crowd with all the cun­
ning grace of a jungle cat. He sways into her arms and all is well - up 
to the point where a band of hulking apes surrounds him with death 
in their eyes. He is left helpless until - with a flash of leather and a 
toss of ebony locks - they are destroyed and she towers victorious­
ly. 

It all begs the question: would you go out with him ... or with her? 
Leticia Grimett is a diminutive, harmless-looking woman. She is 

also a self-defence teacher who believes that "all women should 
take part in some form of aggressive sport". 

Grimett says: "Not enough women have acknowledged the very 
real anger that is living inside them." 

Women living in South Africa shou.!QJ.earn to defend themselves. 
With our high crime statistics, it's necessary for women to be alert 
and self-empowered. 

Grimett calls martial arts "a way of pushing your limits, and of 
realizing that you have no limits". She was introduced to the martial 

• 
By Rene Taljaard and Nomonde Mxhalisa 

You l<now you want me: strong women at Rhodes don't miss out on adoring male attention. pic: Stewart Stanbury 

arts by her uncle when she was ten years old . So how do men react 
to a woman who could kick their arse all the way across a crowded 
room? 

"Men feel threatened . They are either ridiculously subservient or 

ment" that ended up with the annoyed wife losing her temper and . 
throwing acid at her husband's face! When asked about his disfig­
ured features, he would shrug and reply "Oh, you know - my wife, 
man ... 

chivalrous; or all things gentlemanly go 
straight down the drain. Many are wary 
and feel attacked ." 

In a country where women have tradi­
tionally been t he weaker sex, Grimett 
stresses that "the time of helplessness and 
not knowing any better is long gone. 
Women must stop living in fear of being 
raped, attacked or mugged and start tak­
ing responsibility for their own lives." 

11 Men feel threatened. They 
are either ridiculously 

subservient or chivalrous; or 
all things gentlemanly go 

straight down the drain. Many 
are wary and feel attacked•' 

Knees to the groin, frying pans, ham­
mers, pizzas - Lorena Bobbit would be 
proud. Women are a resourceful 
species, and many a Rhodent female is 
not afraid to put her high heels where 
her boyfriend's treasure lies ... 

Women in history have been equally 
discriminated against when it comes to 
self-defence. The Y1kings did not allow 
their women to defend themselves, and 
any Viking ' woman who was caught This reference to old-fashioned South 

African values begs a further question : 
with the patriarchy that still lurks within the consciousness 
of too many people, would a girl still learn self-defence if it meant 
no male company for aeons to come? The answer - thankfully, for 
any bra-burning types on campus - was a rousing ''Yes!". 

Stories of strong women abound, even in this little town of ours. 
One of the most alarming was the tale of a "little domestic disagree-

with a weapon was beheaded. It seems 
things haven't changed entirely, because a lot of guys are still reluc­
tant to deal with physically strong women - women who could 
defend themselves in a sticky situation. To those guys who said "no" 
to women in self-defence, please make an effort to join the 21st 
century. The rational, empowered section of the female population 
would thoroughly appreciate it! 



Fireside 
Face lift 

Yes, there is a very valid reason 
for the huge turnout of an 
exceptionally enthusiastic audi­
ence at this year's season of 
Fireside Jam: it has simply been 
reborn. The Union was packed 
last Sunday night as some of the 
university's most promising tal­
ents played their very own, orig­
inal, live music. Fireside has 
always been an event at which 
aspiring musicians have had the 
opportunity of making them­
selves heard. But thanks to the 
new society created this year, 
Live Music at Rhodes, it has 
been especially successful. 

Mike Renwick, who devotedly 
sits at the new mixing desk this 
year, is largely responsible for 
the awesome change. Live Music 
at Rhodes is the all-new music 
society aimed at creating a 
greater opportunity for students 
at the university to expand their 
talents and, hopefully, to make a 
national statement with their 
music. Mike states enthusiastical­
ly that all he wants is "to see live 
music happening in this town", 
and with his dedication and that 
of Union Manager, Peter 
Boshoff, it seems that this is 
exactly what is going to happen. 

Mike feels that a lot of bands 
that have been Rlax:ing so far this 
year have shown a lot of poten­
tial, and are more than capable 
of following in the footsteps of 
some of South Africa's well 
known bands, such as One 
Large Banana, who were born at 
this very event. He hopes to 
implement a more structured 
approach to Fireside in the 
future, such as introducing a 
compulsory soundcheck for 
bands wanting to perform 
before the event takes place. 
Bands and other artists who feel 
they are not ready to compete 
at such high levels, and wish only 
to make an informal appearance, 
will appear towards the end of 
each event. He hopes this will 
promote a more professional 
performance, and therefore a 
greater chance that these bands 
will make it big beyond campus 
boundaries. 

There have, however, 
been a few problems recently 
with the technical aspects of the 
event, such as a few blown 

speakers and other minor 
annoyances that interfere with 
the performances. This caused 
him to consider moving Fireside 
somewhere like Princess Alice 
Hall, near BP on African Street, 
where he would be the manager 
of the event. However, he 
would lose the perfect central 
location and spirit that the 
Rhodes Union provides and is 
therefore reluctant to move 
away. 

Mike also stresses that he 
would like to introduce a more 
varied choice of music into the 
event such as kwaito and hip­
hop or R&B . The focus so far 
has mainly been on alternative 
and rock styles, and although 
this has worked very well, he 
feels a little diversity would do 
wonders. 

The membership fee required 
to join this new society was 
introduced mainly to obtain 
funds for the improvement and 
maintenance of the necessary 
equipment, without which, 
Fireside Jam would be far less 
enjoyable. He also hoped to 
make the Fireside event an 
exclusive privilege for members 
of the new society, but this 
poses two problems. One is that 
this would defeat the whole 
object of Fireside, that a free 
and enthusiastic audience would 
not be able to enjoy Rhodes' 
vast array of talents. The second 
problem would be that he 
would have to start demanding a 
cover charge for non-members 
upon entry. This would also put 
a damper on the affair and 
would not do much for audience 
spirit and participation. 

But, all problems aside, both 
Peter's and Mike's aspirations 
and expectations for this year's 
Fireside are high and hopefully it 
will carry on for the rest ,of the 
year with as much energy and 
talent with which it began. Mike 
even has hopes of getting the 
bands' music out at large to the 
world, through the use of the 
Internet and formal links to the 
well-known 'Fried Jam'. Imagine 
being able to download your 
favourite MP3s from Fireside 
directly onto your PC while you 
are on the other side of the 
world! 

Rhodes students unplugged @ fireside jam 

A Splash 
of Colour 

by Lara Buxbaum 

The Dakawa Arts and Crafts Community Centre in Grahamstown 
has been operating since 1992. Its main focus is to promote entre­
preneurship, and in this end encompasses several spheres of cre­
ativity - ceramics, textile design, weaving, sewing, printing and 
beading. 

The programs are aimed at empowering people from previously 
disadvantaged backgrounds, but are open to everyone. The cours­
es are extremely rigorous, and taught by highly skilled artists, over 
a period of three years . The textile course for example involves 
dressmaking, art design, colour and technical training, as well as 
business development. 

Denese Grewar, Dakawa's marketing manager, proudly said that 
this year they are hoping to move out a couple of groups, who will 
hopefully form their own franchises. It truly is remarkable what this 
project has achieved, under the very capable direction of its chair­
man, Mr Lubombo. Dakawa also has a youth development program 
with children from the township primary schools. 

Given all the achievements of Dakawa, it was shocking to hear 
from Ms Grewar, that the Department of Arts and Culture's three 
year sponsorship recently ended, leaving Dakawa to run a huge 
fundraising campaign in order to continue their existence. Luckily 
they managed to raise enough money for this year, but are still 
looking for a permanent sponsor. It's highly upsetting to hear that 
the government's art sponsoring is so short sighted, and I wonder 
how many other wonderful programs have been left in the lurch. 

I urge everyone to go and see some of the beautiful artworks at 
the Dakawa shop at 6 Froude Street, or even at 'In Touch' , under 
the arch, and support this local initiative. For more information 
contact Dakawa at 622-9303. 

Bad Vibes Over Jazz 
Band? 

By Kate Pendlebury 

We human creatures love a scandal. Take, for instance, recent 
rumours circulating about the closure of the old Rhodes jazz band 
and a subsequent establishment of a smaller one, with the apparent 
exclusion of non-music majors. Here follows an attempt to untan­
gle the web ... 

First a bit of background: the Rhodes jazz band has been through 
several incarnations since its inception as a traditional big band 
twenty years ago. It returned to this state, which requires sixteen 
to twenty musicians, under the direction of Mike Skipper in 1996. 
The music department's only full-time jazz musician, Nishlyn 
Ramanna, took over direction of the band at the beginning of this 
year. He found that this number of artists (with the correct ratio of 
trumpets to trombones to saxes) was increasingly difficult to accu­
mulate and entice to practise sessions, and the band was beginning 
to fall apart. 

Whereas the old band consisted chiefly of non-music students 
intent on gigs and good times, the new one is aimed at improving 
the technique of potential future professional musicians. Thus, 
many former band members feel "shafted" in favour of (an increas­
ing number of) jazz students. Indeed, some feel that Ramanna 
should not have accepted the position of director if he was unable 
to sustain the band in its original form. Although the new band 
does not explicitly exclude non-music students, auditions, increased 
practising time and a smaller membership do make it less accessi­
ble. Old band members I spoke to feel that they have been left in 
the lurch. Traditions that evolved over five years of the band seem 
to have been disregarded, and forums and funding for gigs abruptly 
withdrawn. 

Thus we have not so much a scandal as a dilemma: that of satisfy­
ing the need for experience and development of music students 3fld 
providing facilities for other musicians, many of which are highly tal­
ented. According to Richard Poole (a member of the old band), a 
new band is soon to be formed and directed by Merlyn Julie of St 
Andrews College. Perhaps the best test of the discretion of the 
change will be the success of the respective bands, and the support 
the university gives to each .. . Good luck to both! 

-®-
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Court decision In Brief 

The mystery of South 
Africa tor ou·r 

calls race-based Thrown Out \ 

policy unfair A King's college student in 
Cambridge, from an army 
and navy surplus store, 
after blasting the shop for 
its display of Nazi insignia. 
The student reportedly 
insulted shop staff, after 
being outraged by the 
apparent promotion 'of 
extreme right-wing memo­
rabilia. Controversial items 
on sale in shop included 
Hitler tunics, Luftwaffe 
items and swastikas. 
College SRC president 
Chris Rudd said that the 
college was "looking to dis­
courage" the controversial 
goods. Motions being 
looked at are an official 
boycott of the store, as 
well as informing student 
bodies and anti-racist cam­
paigns. The shop has not 
yet indicated whether it 
will be l<eeping the memo­
rabilia. 

foreign students. 
By Matthew Boedy 
Alligator Staff Writer, cour­

tesy-alligator online 

By Theresa Swinton 

What is so intriguing about Africa for the 
exchange students who visit our universities? Are 
they curious to discover the cultural differences · 
or is the myth of deepest, darkest Africa still alive 
in our European and Western counterparts? I 
spoke to two of my fellow students - who are on 
exchange - to find out exactly why they chose to 
study at Rhodes. 

Although daunted by the prospect of having to 
interview a French student, who at times has 
trouble expressing herself in English, I found Elise 
Cardineau to be a welcoming person who exuded 
vibrance and vitality. Unlike most of us locals, 
who only study four subjects a year, Elise is study­
ing six subjects and is focusing mainly on lan­
guages. 

On my first impression of Toscha Stoner - an 
American student from Hood College in New 
Freedom Pennsylvania, I sense that she too is 
ready to try all that our little town has to offer. 
Although many of us may feel inhibited in this 
small place that we call home, Toscha does not 
find Grahamstown to be much different from her 
own home town, which she says: "Is so small that 
not many people know that it exists." 

How is your education system different for the 
one that we have here at Rhodes? 

E -At our university there is wide instruction in 
languages, Foreign Civilizations and linguistics. It 
is necessary for each student to study a number 
of languages and, in this sense you could say that 
our educat ion system is much more diverse. 

T - People were trying to explain the grading 
system at Rhodes to me, and it went completely 
over my head . The concept of one final exam is 
very difficult for me to grasp . At colleges in 
America we are graded according to our class 
performance and not much emphasis is' placed on 
the exams at the end of each year. We need to 
earn twelve credits in order to study as a full time 
student and since I am in my last year, I have two 
final credits left. 

Why did you choose to come to Rhodes? 
E - This is the first year that our university has 

started an exchange programme to countries in 
Africa, so when I was given the opportunity I took 
it. 

T - I have always wanted to come to South 

Africa. Our college is affiliated with Washington 
College and it is through their exchange pro­
gramme that I am able to be here. 

Does Rhodes have a different culture to your 
university? 

E - Yes much different. The most shocking 
thing for us is, the partying. We are more shy in 
France and there is much more drinking here than 
we are used to. The teaching methods-are also 
very different. In France our classes are much 
more passive and students are not expected to 
participate in the class 
. T - Our college is all female and so at first it 
was very strange to go to lectures and see men in 
the classes with you. The drinking culture does 
not bother me though - I think that our students 
drink more at home. 

Did you find if difficult to meet people when 
you first arrived here? 

E -Yes, I think that people did not want to 
form a lasting relationship with me because of the 
difference in language. People would talk to me, 
but not for long. 

T - I came across with two of my friends from 
College, so I mainly stayed with them for the first 
few days. Looking back on _it though, I think that 
perhaps it would have been more beneficial for 
me to have come to Rhodes alone as I would 

· have had to meet people quickly. 
Have you traveled around South Africa much 

while you have been here? · 
E - So far we have only visited Port Alfred and 

Port Elizabeth , but we plan to go along the 
Garden Route and to Cape Town later in the 
semester, before we go back to France. 

T - We have been down the Garden Route and 
.are planning to go to Cape Town and the Karo~ in 
May. Washington College is cooperating with Dr 
Nell in the Geology Department, and it is through 
them that our tours are being organized. ' 

Although these are only the opinions of two 
exchange students, I am sure that many others 
feel the same as they do. For most students it is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to visit Africa. Let 
us hope that these exchange programmes will 
continue, as it is a wonderful chance to meet 
diverse and interesting people. I was surprised by 
what I learnt when speaking to Toscha and Elise 
and, at the end of my interview, regretted that I 
had not made an effort to get to know them 
before 'writing this article. 

In another blow to affirmative 
action, a federal judge called the 
race-based admission policy at 
the University of Michigan law 
school unconstitutional Tuesday. 

The case will be appealed by 
Michigan , pushing the date for­
ward for a definitive decision 
from the U.S. Supreme Court 
about the most hotly debated 
higher education issue in the 
last decade. 

In his decision , U.S. District 
Judge Bernard Fri~dman 
ordered the law school to stop 
using race in admissions · 
because it was inherently unfair 
and has no state interest. 

"This is a social and political 
matter which calls for social and 
political solutions," he wrote. 
"The solution is not for the law 
school or any other state insti­
tution to prefer some applicants 
over others because of race ." 

Friedr:nan said past discrimi­
nation - however blatant it was­
does not justify righting wrongs 
in today's college admissions 
with race-based remedies. 

Michigan argued that to 
remove race as a factor would 
be detrimental to diversity. 
Friedman said "undesirable con­
sequences" do not justify 
retaining unlawful practices such 
as affirmative action. 

In a statement on Tuesday, 
University of Michigan President 
Lee Bollinger said the ruling 
would be overturned if it reach­
es the nation's high court on 
appeal. 

"Today's decision conflicts 
with settled Supreme Court law 
and the policies of virtually 
every selective university in the 
country for nearly 30 years ," he 
said . "I remain confident today 
as I was in 1992 when our poli­
cy was adopted that pursuing 

a few too many nights of wild parties in the 
heel section and wind up passing out in the 
toe. 
Taurus (21 April - 21 May) 
You discover a brilliant way of evading res 
intervisiting rules is to stand by the fire 
escape and let down your hair as a climbing 
rope for your adoring other. The problem is 
that your ceramide-intensive conditioner 
can't quite keep up with the havoc and split 
ends that a few nights hard climbing can 
wreak on your lovely locks . Your partner no 

Bong-Bong the Omisncient has had enough of cynical, darl< 
clairvoyance. In his quest for sweetness and light he has 
decided to go Disney, featuring cameos by Mother Goose and 
the Br~thers' Grimm. For what are the stars if not one vast, 
cosmic fairytale ... 

longer finds you 
attractive. 

Gemini (22 May- 22 June) 
You're having one of those self-esteem deficient weeks. You decide 
to take a cue from the classics and stare into your mirror ~king 
"Whose the fairest one of all?". The mirror refuses to answer on the 
grounds that it might incriminate itself. Never buy old furniture off a 
law student. 

Aquarius (21 Jan- 19 Feb) 
Your digsmates spend your food kitty on the last me~l of the month -
a sack of beans from Fruit and Veg city is all you can afford. In a fit of 
rage and vengeance you plant the damn things. This results in a weed 
plant (weird , we realise) of gigantic proportions that stretches to 
the heavens. Atop the weed sits a gigantic mad rasta who will walk 
around screaming "FE Fi Fo Flash ... sum brudda stole me bleeding 
stash- maan" 

Pisces (20 Feb - 20 March) 
During your next bath you will discover that you have a tail and fins . 
Dpn't panic, this is pefectly normal for a mermaid. The problem 
is .. you're N<?Ta mermaid (er, merperson? ).Or at least you 
weren't. You have to check the res rules to see if you still have to 
wear shoes in the dining hall . 

Aries (21 march - 20 April) 
You will befriend a digs that, for financial reasons , have elected to 
live in a shoe. You discover just how gritty life can get after surviving 

Cancer (23 June - 22 July) 
You will be invited to a glitzy ball in the near future . This begins to 
have adverse effects on you. For one thing you begin to feel fat and 
orange after midnight, and have a tendency to run out of large 
palaces leaving momentos in the form of expensive glass footwear. 
Thankfully, this being Grahamstown, most people put it down to 
either lovable eccentricity or a bad acid flashback . 

Leo (24 July- 23 Aug) 
Groups of short people numbering 7 are to be avoided. They'll try to 
council you on the pyschological dangers of evil stepmothers and 
convince you to join some kind of medieval mine workers' union. 
If this isn't enough, they wind up in a diplomatic face off with 
COSATU once it's discovered that the words "HI-HO" can't be 
translated into all eleven official languages. 

educational excellence through 
diversity is a compelling inter­
est." 

Ill-defined notions of diversity 
were attacked by anti-affirma­
tive action groups, which hailed 
Friedman's decision as yet 
another victory in the journey 
to remove the· policy that began 
in 1961 . 

The institute's head, 
California Regent Ward 
Connerly, first fought to end the 
use of affirmative action there 
and in Florida. Gov. Jeb Bush, in 
an attempt to bypass 
·Connerly 's ballot initiative, 
implemented the One Florida 
Initiative, which banned race­
based admission policies, in 
1999. 

Bollinger defended his 
school's policy last week at UF, 
saying the "fatal flaw " in 
Florida's answer to affirmative 
action would create less diverse 
flagship universities. Such per­
centage-based answers to affir­
mative action will not work. 

In response, the Talented 20 
plan - which would guarantee 
admission to one of the state's 
I 0 public universities to the top 
20 percent of high school sen­
iors -and other plans like it in 
Texas and California have been 
effective in maintaining diversity, 
according to Bush and state offi­
cials. 

Tuesday's verdict is clear­
affirmative action is dying, Blum 
said. 

'1\11 in all, unless they want to 
put their university through 
long, costly and polarizing legal 
battles, states need to stop 
using race as an admission crite­
ria ," he said. 

The law school case is one of 
two lawsuits facing Michigan. In 
December, a different federal 
judge upheld the school's race­
based undergraduate admissions 
policy. 

Virgo (24 Aug - 23 Sept) 

Getting 
naked 

The University of East 
Anglian in England, after it 
announced it would be 
hosting The Nudist 
Swimming Championships. 
The event is expected to 
draw thou-sands of voyeurs 
and naturists to the quiet 
English hamlet. According 
to student newspaper 
Varsity, interest in nude 
sports in the country has 
swelled in recent weeks 
since the event was 
announced. Last year the 
university played host to 
the famous nude lawn­
mowing festival and is cur­
r(mtly fighting to stage the 
nude origami competition 
in August 2002. 

- Kevin Scott, 
Die Matie 

The nature of the Rhodes social scene dictates that there are always 
pricks to be avoided . In your case this means a poisoned needle 
wielded by some jealous menopausal wench out to ruin your life. 
You get jabbed, fall instantly asleep , miss lectures, skip tutorials, lose 
DP's. 

Libra (24 Sept - 23 Oct) 
Lately your voice has started seeming a little wooden. When the rest 
of you follows suit, it's probably cause for alarm. To add insult to 
injury, your nose extends everytime you're quizzed about your alco­
hol consumption or your sexual history. This makes one night stands 
particularly bizarre. 

Scorpio (24 Oct • 23 Nov) 
You will be drawn into the throes of a tragic romance involving 
(depending on your lifestyle preferences) a reclusive yuppie with an 
astonishing amount of body hair or a small-town girl with great looks 
and charm but no real future prospects. The villagers will form a 
mob, the castle will be stormed and the cutlery will start singing. 

Saggitarius (23 Nov - 21 Dec) 
After attending a couple of sci-fest seminars , you begin to question 
the mystical link between amphibian life forms and randy princesses. 
This all leaves you convinced that muddy ponds are perfect settings 
for scenes of romantic ·desperation, being dark and heavy on fairytale 
ambience. Thankfully the Rat just before closing does a pretty good 
impersonation of a swamp, but no matter how many slimy indviduals 
you snog , they still look bad in the morning. 

Capricorn (22 Dec - 21 Jan) 
There are no fairytales for you. Be thankful. While everyone else is 
contending with poisoned needles, glass slippers, socialist dwarfs 
and oversized weed plants, you will have a perfectly normal couple 
of weeks. Or maybe you just avoid it all by ecaping into a fantasy 
realm where you and your buddies can fly and you date fairies with 

. silly names whilst wearing lots of green . Nah - never. 



Rifle club: Ladies Shooting it upl 
By Marl< Sainsbury: 

Two Rhodes teams took part in 
an all day event, a major part of 
the first team's preparations for 
Nationals in April. All in all, the 
competition was useful to all 
who took part and even though 
most of the Rhodes competitors 
were disappointed with their 
performances, they all learnt a 
great deal. 

Almost everyone struggled to 
find their form, but there were 
a few bright points. Hilton 
Sieberhagen shot extremely 
well and very consistently 
thr~ugh the day to finish 2nd in 
the B-Ciass. His 570 and 573 
were especially enjoyable given, 
the conditions in which every­
one shot in the last two details 
of the day. A brief but drench­
ing thunderstorm put many 
competitors off their stride, but 
Hilton, Chris Everitt and Tyra 
Markert and Matthew Hart (one 

of the new Rhodes marksmen) 
all managed to improve on their 
morning's scores. Hilton was 
4th in B-Ciass in the morning 
and his consistency enabled him 
to jump to 2nd place overall 
with a score that was only mar­
ginally better than his morning 
shoot. 

Chris's improvement also 
deserves special mention as his 
experience and excellent tem­
perament under pressure 
showed through . He scored, 
what for him is a dismal, 521 
(86.83%) in the morning, as he 
was unable to settle into a sta­
ble shooting position . He was 
able to put this behind him and 
pick his afternoon score up to 
551 (91.83%), much nearer his 
2000-year average of 92.5%. 

The day ended well with the 
prize-giving and a braai for all 
the marksmen and women 
involved. 

soccer 
vs UPE 
When the Rhodes first ladies soccer team played U PE on the 21st 
of March, they exercised their human right to kick some ass by 
winning 2-0. 

In a very exciting game on King field, our very new and inexperi­
enced team made a promising start to their football careers . The 
team was completely different to the one that played Fort Hare 
and the ladies coach, Jeff Budaza, said that he wasn't looking to 
compare the games but only to give everyone a chance. " Results 
don't count", he said in a pre- game interview and said that the only 
thing that mattered was to build everyone's confidence. The UPE 
coach stated that his team was also very new and that some girls 
had only been playing for four weeks. 

Top spinning to 
the top 

As far as the game went, it was a very interesting and entertain­
ing spectacle .The first half was fairly even with Rhodes having a 
slight advantage at the start of the game. UPE were on the defense 
for most of the half, and most of the game, but we failed to capi-
talise on the many opportunities that came our way. We could have 
set up camp in the UPE ahlf but lady luck just wasn't visiting Rhodes 
in the first half. The lack of regular players was obvious as the con-

By:Lee-Ann Davids 

While most of us were still 
relaxing on the be;!Ch enjoying 
our summer holiday, the 
Rhodes University Men's tennis 

--·team-( I st-)-were-already-weii'"On 
their way to establishing them­
selves amongst the top teams 
participating in the Eastern 
Province Premier A League. 
The league started on the third 
of February and the team fin­
ished in an impressive forth 
position. After losing their first 
two out of three matches, the 
team's prospects didn't k>ok 
good, but Rhodes put some 
meat on the phrase " losing is a 
stepping stone to winning". The 
team's number one, Chris 
Loock (E.P. number 2), won all 
his singles matches, whilst the 
first couple consisting of Loock 
and Chad Snelgar, dropped only 
one game throughol.lt the 
league! 

The team ended on a very 

high note. They thrashed the trol and and passing game only came right once they came on in 
visiting team, Despatch, 12-3. the second half. Jeff said that the difference experience made was 
Kojo Simpson, who is recover- obvious but he emphasised how important developing potential is. 
ing from an injury; won his UPE also had a few scoring chances but were even further off than 
match with little difficulty in just the Rhodes team was! The defense, lead by Easther Chigamura, 
two sets. Both Loock and played excellently and their communication was faultless. The first 
nelgar won-theirsingles------hai em:fed-with--scores level on zer . 

matches. Loock overpowered The second half saw the substitution of some of the players for 
his opponent beating him in Elmarie Fisher, Teejay Jones and Khuthala Nandipha- the " old 
strait sets and Snelgar won his guard" ! The difference was immediately obvious as the team's 
in three sets. Byron Wahl and morale and energy level lifted perceptibely. There were five shots 
Graham Glover struggled with at goal in two minutes by the Rhodes strikers and Helen Fox finally 
their singles matches through- scored the opening goal in the 50th minute. Controversy followed 
out the league but the sparks a few minutes later when a goal was scored by Khuthala but was 
were flying when they teamed disallowed . The linesman forgot his glasses at home and didn't see 
up and destroyed their oppo- · the ball crossing the line. He was " substituted" a few moments 
nents in their doubles match . later. Unfazed, the girls carried on the attack which resulted in 

The Tennis club also has a Elmarie Fisher scoring a brilliant indevidual goal in the 57th minute. 
second team that participates in Their defense had no clue! The game ended with the score on 2-0 
the local league and Rhodes is which deligted the crowd and the coach immensely. The UPE 
undoubtedly amongst the best coach said that he was very happy with his teams performance and 
teams in Grahams towr. They that we should" watch out for a few surprises at Tri- Varsity . · 
have won all their mat~hes thus 
far. The Rhodes Ladies team 
will participate in the Easter 
Province winter league later this 
year. 

Splashing Rhodes 
Spirit 

By Simone Scholtz 

The annual inter-res swimming 
took place on Friday the 23rd 
of March in an evening event. 
Enthusiastic supporters gath­
ered at the pool to cheer for 
their residences. 

The atmosphere around the 
pool area grew with braais 
being lit and the crowds 
increasing by the minute. There 
were a few funny starts and 
belly flops , but all in all it was a 
chance for competitive swim­
mers to show all what they 
have got. 

the end results, were Simone 
White and Brandon Me Donald . 
There was no official judgment, 
but it was plain to see that 
these two Zimbabweans were 
the evenings starletts. 

Points were awarded accord­
ing to placing. A first place gets 
awarded 4 points, a second 3 
and so on. 

The end results for the men 
were: De Beers wining with 18 
points; Smuts, a close second 
with 17; Piet Retief with 12 and 
Winchester in fourth position 
with 7 points. The over all 
results for women were: 
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Rhodes put 
up brave 
fight, but go 
down 3-1 
Rhodes' mens first team played 
their first match of the season, 
all be it a friendly. They were 
pitted against tough opposition 
in the form of UPE, who had 
already played two friendly 
games before this clash. Both 
teams approached the match 
intent more on finding combi­
nations that worked rather 
than a " win at all cost" atti­
tude. This was evident in that 
there were positional changes 
on both sides. 

UPE seemed to have the 
upper hand going into the con­
test as they had strengthened 
their team (especially defen­
sively) with three players who 
have had Vodacom second 
division or MTN first division 
experience. The UPE coach, 
Ringo, felt very confident 
ahead of the clash. 

The game startea tightly 
with neither team offering an 
inch. It seemed, though, that it 
was a midfield battle as neither 
goalkeeper was tested. UPE 
took the lead in the 30th 
minute with a goal from their 
captain, Chippa. Rhodes' play 
was cohesive, but they were 
not clinical when it came to 
the final ball , with numerous 
chances being wasted . This is 
an area Les, the coach, feels 
will improve as the season pro­
gresses. 

Rhodes returned from the 

break in a more confident 
mood. They started to take 
the game to UPE and one felt 
it was only a matter of time 
before they equalised. Rhodes 
were unlucky to go further 
behind when U PE scored 
midway through the second 
half. Rhodes pulled one back 
almost immediately when 
Anton made it 2-1. UPE's 
superior match fitness shone 
through when they made cer­
tain of victory with a goal two 
minutes from time. 

Both coaches seemed to be 
happy with the way their 
teams performed (under the 
circumstances) and were cer­
tainly looking forward to the 
season ahead. An area no-one 
was pleased about was in 
terms of the officials.A few of 
the decisions seemed to be 

Second team news: 

The seconds lost their opening 
match of the season 6-0 
against a strong UPE side who 
seemed to have gelled quite 
well as a unit. It must be noted 
that five of those goals were 
scored in the first half. Rhodes 
certainly upped their perform­
ance in the second half. A lot 
of work needs to be done in 
terms of match fitness , but the 
potential seems to be there. 

When asked what she 
thought, Linley Me Donald 
commented, " where are these 
boys during the day?" .Girls 
cheering to no end, wondering 
why it became unfashionable to 
wear Speedos on the beach. 

The dominant swimmers, 
who were great contributors to 

Thomas Pringle, with a great 
victory of 19 points, Oriel with 
12, Beit came third with i 0 
points , although they were very 
well supported, and Athies 
came forth with 9 points. It was 
a successful sporting and social 
event. Congratulations to all the 
organizers. 

Above: lncomming support for Rhodes player as UPE bacl< - tacldes. 
Pic: Leigh Hildyard 



Water polo 1st 
team showdo1Nn 

Inter-residence water polo was 
the main attraction of the day, 
with catast rophic victories that 
in turn resulted in humiliating 
defeats. 

The first game got underway 
at I 0:45am between Jan Smuts 
and College House.· Smuts 
dominated the game for most of 
the game, and ended up thrash­
ing College by I 0 goals to 3. De 
Beers versus Cory followed, 
and, like Smuts, De Beers swept 
Cory aside by 7 goals to 2. In 
the following game, Smuts came 
up again against Graham. This 
game proved a little more chal­
lenging for the Smuts degener­
ates. Graham let a two-goal 
advantage slip away, with Smuts 
defeating them 5 goals to 2. 
College were meant play Gold 
Fields, but they pulled out, 
which meant that Gold Fields 
were awarded a walk-over into 
the semis. The other quarter­
final between De Beers and 
Smuts ended with Smuts losing 
7 goals to 3. 

The semi-finals were to be 
contested between Gold Fields 
and Smuts, and Botha versus De 
Beers. Gold Fields made easy 

by Dominique Espotia 

work of Smuts, while De Beers 
swept Botha aside with ease. 
This made for a very interesting 
final between the boys from up 
the hill. 

The final was worth waiting 
for, and one could see that there 
were first team players on both 
sides. The score was 6 - 6 at the 
end of the fourth chukker, and 
this forced a penalty shoot-out. 
At the end of the shoot-out, the 
scores were still level. Then 
the re was a goal-keeper change, 
which would determine the win­
ner. Two brothers ended up 
being the cent re of attention. 
Doug Robinson from De Beers 
took his shot at goal, but was 
blocked. 

This left all the pressure on 
brother Stoff from opposing 
Gold Fields. As he swam up, 
there was silence from the 
crowd. He took his shot and it 
flew past the keeper, which saw 
Gold Fields win by default in the 
narrowest of margins by 7 goals 
to 6. 

The women's compet ition 
was contested between Athies 
and JK, with Athies taking the 
title in the end. 

Tiger within striking distance 
Source: foxsports.com/golf 

"Forefinger 
to his 

nostril" 
By Emily Russell 

"Aikido is like going to toilet," utters the petite figure of a Japanese 
woman in the centre of a circle of kneeling bodies. "You no say, hey 
whole family are you ready to watch me? No, aikido is done in priva­
cy behind closed door." The Japanese woman, Mutsuko Minegishi, 
the highest ranked female in Aikido circles the world over, is shad­
owed· by the picture of O'Sensei Morishei Ueshiba, the father of 
Aikido, as she describes the nature of Aikido as one completely 
devoid of any sense of competition. Mutsuko elaborates by saying 
that competition is a low level of achievement, which brings with it 
an irregular lifestyle of anxiety and satisfaction, and the fear of losing 
tossed in between. 

As a way of life rather than an activity, the techniques of Aikido 
offer us a means of understanding something about life, its philoso­
phy and psychology, free from our egos and desires, which rarely 
coincide with our needs. The ultimate personal goal of practising 
Aikido is to discover a harmonious balance between the mind , body 
and spirit. 

Aikido is a moving Zen, and move it does! Uke a little girl playing 
ring-a-ring-a-ros ies, Mutsuko whirls her male opponents around her, 
and with a subtle flick of the wrist, makes one rediscover the floor. 
Wedging their twisted arm beneath her knee , Mutsuko talks of the 
non-violent role-playing games of Aikido, smiling all t he t ime as the 
poor fellow hides his grimace of humiliation . 

Denzil Beakes, the 6-foot Aikido instructor/pharmacy lecturer, had 
the privilege of playing guinea pig to the tact of the tiny terror. The 
precision with which Mutsuko centres and positions her energy 
(even while kneeling) left little chance for Denzil, still shaking from 
exertio n, to retaliate. The little finger is of vital importance to this lit­
tle lady, and it leads all upward sweeps. Second only to the little fin­
ger is the forefinger, which was continuously instructed to surge 
towards your opponent's nostril, as: "he no like it and will move!" 

As this experience reveals , Denzil willingly admits that Mutsuko is, 
at 60, much fitter then he is. He adds that her phenomenal attitude is 
unique, and that size does not count when it comes to Aikido. 

Mutsuko has been practising Aikido for 28 years, and although she 
is a senior instructor, she does not consider herself a teacher, but 
rather works with the "pupil" towards a mutual goal. "They teach 
me ," she states. Whilst commuting between the two tropical Pacific 
islands of Saipan and Guam, where she teaches three classes in two 
Dojos, she sti ll finds time to assist the community whenever possible 

This inspirational women is currently on a se lf-funded tour of 
South Africa, on invitation by the SA Aikido Federation, and in little 
over a wee k, wi ll have conducted courses of between three and five 
hours a day, in seven cities. Denzil te lls of how dedicated she is, and 
how she had to be forced to "chill out" and visit the elephants. When 
asked what she likes most about SA, she replies that the gentle 
nature of the people and the absence of aggression in their relat ion­
ships is mesmerising. 

After witnessing the destruction of those obsessed with power in 
war-ravaged Japan at the time of World War Two, Mutsuko's ultimate 
goal is to spread world peace through her teachings of Aikido. When 
asked if anything would cause her to stop, she replies with a vehe­
ment "No, Aikido is with me." 
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Showtime. Lewis told BBC's Onside: "I always think positive, but you could say I have a little nagging fear 
that it won't happen." 

Tiger Woods is poised to claim his first Players Championship. Two memorable shots and an unbelievable 
putt on the notorious I 7th hole helped him to within two shots of third-round leader Jerry Kelly and 
prepared the partisan crowd for what was to come. On the 16th , Woods made bird ie from 22 feet , 

Beck punch drunk after strike 
England skipper David Beckham admitted his match-winning goal at Anfield had been "a long time com­
ing". Beckham gave a true captain's performance against Finland, initiating the move for Michael Owen's 
equaliser, and then fi ring home •an unstoppable shot, ten minutes after returning from half-time. only to better that five minutes later, with an astonishing 50ft effort on the .17th. 

Lewis fears over title bout 
Source: skynews.co.uk/sports/boxing/html 

Britain's world boxing heavyweight champion, Lennox Lewis, fears his much-anticipated fight with 
Mike Tyson will never materialise. Both boxers are desperate for the $1 00 million bout to take place, 

arguments over television rights have proven the main stumbli ng block thus far. Lewis holds a con­
with Home Box Office, who have been in tough negotiations with rival pay-per-view network, 

Prinosil breezes past Brit in Miami 
Source: BBC.co.uk/sports 

The German Prinosil breezed past Britain's number two in emphatic fashion during the second round of 
the Ericsson Open tennis championship in Miami. Rusedski , ranked 43 in the world , having enjoyed a 
good start to 200 I, failed to raise his game to anywhere near the standard required, as his serves mis­
fired throughout the match . In contrast, Prinosil obliged and came up with an outstanding display of 
prowess and skill to defeat the Englishman. 
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