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HE “South Afriun sound *” is beginning to
_emerge in jazz. It hasn’t made a real impact
abroad yet, but the jazz world at large is beginning
to recognise that something different is happening

in South Africa. 3
And spearheading the

development is a dedi-
cated young jazzman,

Chris - McGregor, who
spends his waking hours

guiding, nurturin en-
coura; g ‘ the rican
musi ~who are

creating this new * South
African sound.”

“More is happening in the
South African jazz scene,”
Chris told me over a cup of
ter yesterday, “than any-
where in the world outside
the United, States, ¢

“Our African jazzmen are
deVeloping new and more
sincere lines. They have
natural advantages denled to
musicians in Europe.

“ Germans, Frenchmen,
Englishmen, Scandinavians—
they have first to teach
themselves to play like
Americans. Whereas the
musical tradigion of the
African leads spontaneously
& and directly into something
immediately recognisable as

jazz.”

Chris, a pianist himself, has
been coaching and coazring
and helping to create the new
“ sound,” often (they tell me)
quietly going hungry so that
the music will grow and the
music-makers develop with it.

I saw his method of “scor-
ing” for the non-reading
musicians of his group—a
modification of the tonic sol-

fa that ‘enables them to read .

the note, though not the
time-value, “But they are in-
stinctive mudchns when it
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making them aware of it

in Switzerland,” says Chris.
“Three discs he made with
Ellington have engaged the
attention of ‘Downbeat’
magazine, And its full im-
pact will be Jelt one day
if we keep on developing.”

Jazz aficionados will be
able to judge for themselves
what form the “South Afri-
can sound” is taking at the
concert on Friday and
Saturday at the University
Great Hall, in which Chris
McGregor and the Blue Notes
—his current group—will ap-
pear.

This is the same variety
show in which the cast of

“Sponono,” due to appear on
will give farewell
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