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Power 
Politics? 

Extracts from War dens/Senior. 
students meetings - a f arce ~n 
two acts. 

Act 1. 
Scene; A Pr.ivy Chamber. . 
Characters: Mr Chai r man , m~sce­
l laneous warders of both sexes. 
Also several lackeys of the ad­
ministration. 

Scene l. 
Admin Lackey Lagrangovitch: Mr 
Chairman I would like to suggest 
that we do away with the wearing of 
gowns at meals. 
Mr Chairman: Thinks Ye Gods .. 
Rhodes students couldn ' t think li~e 
that. Rhodes students actually l1ke 
t o wear gowns . (Editor - no t e ad­
min ' s pet agitation·theory) Back to 
chairman. Somebody or .some subver­
sive undesirable group must have put 
them up to it. Was it: 
NUS AS 
Sprocas 
The Alb anian coffee-growing saddle­
stitching society 
Mont y Python 
Giles Hugo 
Fidel Castro 
Ian Smith 
.. ....... ? (This last space is 
brought to you for your conveni­
ence- pick a name any name). 
DELETE WHERE NOT APPLICABLE. 

Mr Chairman: Says - Speaking not for 
the university but for myself I feel 
there is an undeniably good reason , 
for this. All right thinking and in­
telligent men and women must agree 
that gowns are there for reasons of 
hygiene. Students look a great deal 
cleaner wearing go~ms. 
Lagrangovit ch: (entirely stumped) 
Thinks (I had thought of every rea­
son but this. Expletive deleted). 

Motley crew of warders and lackeys 
not wanting to be thought u~intel­
ligent: Yay , oh master. 

Scene 2. 
Admin lackey Higginsky: Mr Chair­
man I would like to suggest women 
be ~llowed to vis it men in their 
(Strangled gasps from warders fol­
lowed by one minute's shocked si­
lence) 
Anonymous war der: I won't support 
this be cause I am dead scared for my 
men. The rules are designed for the· 
sheer protection oB the men. 
Higginsky: At least they can 't get 
into trouble. 
Anonymous: Do you realise that.at 
any given time of the day or n1ght 
you can find women loitering with 
intent around the bedrooms of our men . 
(Lights fade t o dull groans of wri­
thing litckeys) -

.Jcene 3. 
Mr Chairman: There is a r eference 
here to the introduc tion of a stu­
dent counsell~ng service . Who brought 
this up? 
(Two hands are r a ised - bo th from 
different lackeys) . 
Mr Chairman : Thinks (There goes our 
trump card. Students i n agreeement -
gadzooks . There must 
caucus meeting.) 
Mr Chairman : No money 
money no money . 

have b een a 

no money no 

The record's s tuck the record's stuck 
the record's stuck . 
Melodramatic lackey Plymnesky: Do we 
have t o wait for another suicide be­
fore we do anything? 
(All t his accomp anied by fierce waving 
of a rms) 
Mr Chairman: But there hasn' t been a 
suicide for ten years . Thinks (No t 
a succes sful one at least). 
Ed. - Readers are r equested to note 

· that the above conversation took 
place last t e rm. 
Mr Chairman: I must point out th at 
there are not supposed to be caucus 
meetings. The university would pre­
fer for you senior students not t o 
get together and discuss things be­
fore a meeting. Thinks (This i s an 
offer you ca~'t refuse) . 
Mr Chairman: I hope nothing else i s 
going t o be brought up. We all want 
to get home to our supper. 
Ed. - Readers are reminded tha t the 
wardens/senior students ' council is 
the students' only vehicle of arti­
culating their views . 

Scene 5. 
Mr Chairman : We have in f ront of us 
a proposal that the "Smuts System" 
be abolished . Those in favour raise 
their .hands . 
(Nine hands are raised) 
Those agains t raise their hands. 
(Not one is raised) 
Lackeys now shuffle back into obli­
v i on. 

Ac t ll ,. -
Scene: a stereotype r ook several 
weeks later. 
Char ac t er: a facelesi lackey. 
(It opends an envelope marked con­
fidential) 
Lackey: Oh happy day- it's from the 
Residence Superintendants Commi t tee. 
Reads - It was decided that the Smuts 
System should remain . 

Ed. - The Residence Superintendants 
Committee i s the next step in th e 
hierarchy. 

The lackey , Di Plymen, who wrote 
this would like to emphas ise tha t 
she is not against dialogue as such . 
It's the whole atti tude of the admi n 
t owards the Warden/Senior Student s 
meetings that bug her . Fine if it 
was meaningful dialogue. 

Development 

The epen1ng of the Icythy­
olgy department in Somer~et 
Str~et early next year w~ll mark 
the end of the first phase of a 
ten-year building plan that has 
cost almost R5 million : 

The progr amme which was started 
four year·s ago includes: 

Rhodes Union 
zoology and Entymology 
Kimberley Dining Hall 
and residences 
Hobson Dining Hall 
and Dingemans House 
Sports Fields 
Rhodes Theatre: new 
wing and alterations 
I c thyology 
Additions to Pharmacy 

R60 000 
Rl,S million 

Rl million 

Rj million 
Rl50 000 

R350 000 
R360 000 
R400 000 

Mr J. Papenfus, the first director 
of the recently combined departments. ~f 
Public Relations and Development, sa1 
tha t after this ffrst s tage, there 
would be a lull in building. . 

;'The main problem is to dec1de our 
priorities;" he sai d . 

He explained that 
authorities will -bave 
mind when deciding on 

the university 
t wo principles in 
any future build-

ing plans. 
Firstly, 

the a~ademic 
they are trying to keep · 
buildings together, con-
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sequent ly Graham House will definite­
ly become an academic build ing. 

Secondly, they want t o "avoi~ "put­
ting women's residences on the h1ll. 

Mr Papenfus said this was purely 
for chivalrous reasons. 

"They feel if it is ra1n1ng it is 
the men who should have to walk ," he 
said. . . 

He said the university author1t1es 
were considering a new block for the 
earth sciences . There is also a pos­
sibility of an additional win? be~ng 
built onto .the Arts Quad. Th1s m1ght 
become the new Arts Block housing, for 
instance, philosophy and poritical 
science . , . 

Mr Papenfus said although the un1-
vers ity authorities are expanding the 
campus, they are determined not to let 
the number of students grow too large. 

"We are determined to control growth . 
We will never let it grow at t oo rapid 
a pace so that it damages the Rhodes 
atmosphere," he added. 

SRC Made to measure 

The l ack o f money is forcing 
students to take a new look at 
SRCs o r .rather the lack of the 
same . 

Consequently three students, 
Lynette Li ebenberg, Wouter Holleman 
and Graham Watts , have started· a 
movemen t t o introduce no t necessar ily 
an SRC but an administratively re­
cognised body . 

Lyne tte said that al l three ag­
ree that there must be an administra­
tively rec ognised body so that funds 
wil l be r eleased . 

"The problem is - how large 
should thi s body be ?" 

Lynette has propos ed tha t a per­
manent administrative officer be ap­
po inted t o distribute the funds and 
a five- member commit t ee will dictate 
how much goes t o each society . 

The f ive members will come from 
the various societies , including 
NUSAS . 

By having this kind of system, 
Lynette feels the type of person on 
the committ ee will be an active mem­
ber of a soc iety and no t s·omeone on 
an ego-trip. 

Graham Watts reckoned that .by 
having only repre,sentatives from so­
cie ties on a student body some stu• 
dents would not be represented at ~11. 
He suggested therefore a body of 10 
members. Three, the Pres ident, the 
Secretary and the Treasurer would be 
elected by the students and the rest 
chosen in the same way as Lynette 
suggested. 

Graham said th e lack oi money 
was the main r eason for him propo­
sing an SRC be cause he was very con­
cerned about NUSAS . 

NUSAS is the only society this 
year, apar t from thos e .just set up, 
that has been given no money . 

Wouter Hol leman criticised 
. Graham's proposal saying a l l he 
wants i s an organisati on t o look 
af t e r NUSAS ·inter ests. 

Wouter said there was a need fo r 
the campus to t a lk t o the admini­
stration. He wanted two members of 
the SRC to si t on th e Resident s 

· superintendants Committee. 

Hi s proposal is to reconstruc t the 
Societies' Counci l. There are a t 
the moment about 45 societies' 
chairmen . From these ·10 would sit 
on the SRC-type body .as well as two 
or three representatives from NUSAS, 

tw~ r epresentatives Jrom the senior 
students and representatives f r om 
Rhod~o , Rhodent and Rhod ian. 

In the next few days Gr aham, Lyn­
ett e and Wouter wi l l be goLng around 
to all the residences telling students 
about their proposals. 

The Old Rhodian Union . is 
once again providing a low­
cost return a ir fare to Lon­
don f o r al l present and past 
Rhodians . 

It is departing Johannesburg 
on December 12 on Briti sh Ai rways 
Jumbo Jet 747 and returning to Jo­
hannesburg via Frankfurt on Luf­
thansa 's Jumbo Je t on J anuary 17. 

The t o t al number of s eats a re 
restricted to only 50 and bookings 
are progressing extreme ly well . The 
return air fa r e is only R349 and a 
travel now pay later scheme is av­
ailable a t very reasonable terms. 

Numerous r educed optional tours 
are also available while overseas, 
but Tom Tits does warn that bookings 
are filling up rapidly. 

~om ~lt'g 
TRAVEL .AGENTS 

GRAHAMSTOWN, 

XMAS REDUCED OV£RSEAS FLIGHTS 

Student Swing & Ski Package Tours 

Student Accommodation 

Student Coach Tours 

Student UK & Europe Rail Passes 

) 



Sparks Fly at Press Debate 

An e xtremely lively and inte­
resting discuss i on on Press and 
the role of change in South Afri ­
ca was he l d in the GLT on Fr iday , 
23. 

press was irresponsible and he at ­
tempted to justify t he gov-ernment ' s 
interference wi th the press by saying 
that there was no unreasonable amount 
of interference from the government 
and that any possible interference was 
in the good of the community. 

Prof Giffard and Allister Sparks 
attempted to justify the present 
ro.le that the press was fulfi lling and 
condemned government interference with 
it. 

The discuss i on often tended t o 

The panel consisted of Mrs Nancy 
Charton, senior lecturer in political 
studies, Senator Dennis Worall. National 
Party , Prof Tony Giffard, head of the 
Rhodes Journalism Deaprtment and Mr 
Allister Sparks , Rand Daily Mail poli­
tical edi tor. Mr Les Switzer, senior 
lecturer in Journalism , chaired the 
meeting. slip into a personal attack between Mr 

- Sparks and Sen Worral who constantly 
s quabbled over misquo t es and invalid 
facts . 

It was obvious that three main 
factions existed . Mrs Charton felt 
that the press has a definite role 
to play as a vehicle for c hange , but 
unfortunately it was not f ulfill i ng 
this role in the l eas t . 
Sen Worrall felt that there was no 
need for the press to attempt t o bring 
abou t s~c ial change but that they 
should provide an objective platform 
for debate . He felt that the English 

It was a pity to notice that both 
Prof Giffard and Mr Sparks did not dis­
play a great insight into the South 
African political situation by firstly 
posing the question "does the press 
h<.ve to promote change". 

Both seemed to forget that if 
society i s static and unchanging the 

Graduates, 
choose an 

Anglo career 
from 1 to 500 

individual cultural, mental and socio­
political development becomes impos­
sible. 

Mr Sparks , although r ealising the 
need for the press to br ing about some 
sort of change , attempted to pass the 
blame of this unfulfilled role onto the 
government. • 

He failed to recognise that by 
complying with government pressure 
placed on them they were admitting thei~ 
complete lack of power to be capable of 
promoting anything . 

Sen Worrall ' s•gift of oratory was 
the only factor tha t kept his de­
fensive attitude s lightly acceptable 
to some me·_,,)ers of th e audience . His 
extremely weak justification for the 
stand taken by the government was 
r emarkably well covered up by his wit­
t y and obvious contempt for the views 
of the other members of the ?anel . 

Mrs Charton gave the pres~ a rather 
forceful and hardh itting criticism, em­
phasising the fac t that the press was 
simply doing the wrong type of repor­
ting and were using token black spokes­
men for the black population . 

The favourab_l e conclusions that 
came out of the discussion was the 
fact that there was a definite need for 
the press to assess its r ole and to 
delve more fully into the real quest i ons 
facing South Africa. 

In fact. we probably have far­
more than 500 different career-paths 

for graduates, because the scope of 
our activities offers enormous variety 

·- internationally. 

Mining, Heavy Industry, 

Anglo will give you the 
encouragement and the chance to put 

your talent to work where it suits you 
best. And there is always the 

opportunity to move within the Group. 

Property, Commerce, Construction, 
Computer Sciences, Architecture 
and Agriculture are just some of 
Anglo's interests where you will be 
able to make the most of your degree. 

Please contact the 
Personnel Department 
P.O. Box 61587 
Marshalltown 
2017 --

ANGLO 
AMERICAN 
CORPORATION 
GROUP 
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A MUST AND A REAL BOON TO 
SCIENCE STUDENTS : 

Page 3 1 

An introduction to Organic Chem. 
The Island System (Mechanics , 
Magnetism and Electricity) 
~onents and Logarithms . 
R2 . 00 a copy . Ob t ainable a t 
Icthyol ogy or from Rhodeo Of­
fice , Rhodes Union . 

·A student's 

prayer 
by Mrs M. Smith 
Department of Icythyology 

The a nswer to a s t udent' s 
p r ayer . 

So said Durban students recently 
du~ing rave reviews about one of the 
three mini- books produced by William 
Smith and the staff of Star Schools , 
Daily News Schools , Argus Schools and 
Herald School s . 

These a r e teach-yourself books : 
An Introduction to Organic Chemistry 
(us i ng Will i am Smith' s ingenious meth­
ods of get ting the subject into your 
head) - that is, of cou~s e , if this is 
your ambit ion or adds to your peace of _ 
mind , especial ly at this time of t he 
year~ 

The Island System - a painless pic­
torial method of unde~standing mecha- · 
nics, electricity and magnetism for 
would- be physicists and all the other 
poor wretches who need t o pass Physics 

. l ~ 

The third is by Clarence Dreyer . 
Its title - Exponents and Logarithms -
A guide to the simplification of expres­
sions and solutions of equations - is 
sel f - explanatory , and , be lieve it or 
not, makes fasci nating reading ! The 
reviewer read through t he exponent 
part over one cup of coffee ! All 
science student s at some time or an­
otner come across that mysterious ?H. 
As pH has to do with logarithms , this 
little book is a must for those , es­
pecially biologists, who have to l ook 
intelligent when pH ' s are being dis­
cussed . 

Not in this book , however, do we 
find the snakes who , with the other 
animals, wer e told by Noah after the 
flood to go forth and multiply . One 
pair said this was impossible as they 
were only adders . " Never mind , " 
said Noah . " See what you can do". A 
few months lat er he came acros s the 
adders with numerous progeny . When 
asked how they had managed this , 
the adders said happily : " Oh, it 
was easy once we found a lo,g!" The 
book does , however , explain the adder 
principle ! 

Each book is numbered, and 'the name 
and address of each purchas~r recorded . 
As the introduction explains : 

"When you buy this book , you are 
buying a system .. . Al l sections of 
this book are - copyright as the approach 
is unique .'' 

The first three mini-books, pub­
l ished by Education Television (Pty) 
Ltd, are obtainab l e at a cost of R2 
each from P .O . Box 31648, Braamfontein, 
2017, or from the Rhod eo Offices, Rhodes 
University , or from the J . L. B. Smith 
Insti tute ·of Icthyology , Rhodes Univer­
sity. 

On the profit from each book sold 
in Grahamstown , 25 cents will be paid 
to local f unds to hel p Black school 
children with fees and books. These 
mini-books are available for inspection 
at the Icthyology Department . 



"So 
Dr J.P . Jessop of the De­

part ment of Bot any wil l be go­
ing t o Australia a t the er.Q. of 
the year. 

He l eaves Rhodes where he has 
spent nearly eight years, for Ade­
laide where he will be working at 
the South Aus tr.all an Government Her­
barium. There he will continue in 
his speciality - taxonomy. 

Before comjng to Rhodes, Dr 
Jessop studied at UCT, where he ob­
tained his M.Sc . He received his 
Ph . D. at Rhcdes. His work here has 
been chiefly in taxonomy, although he 
has also been interestEd in African 
flora and er:ology. Among his publi­
cations haveen s ome writings on the 
biographies of botanists. 

His late~t public ation is a 
· thapt er in a book on rhe Xhosa people 
of Soathern Africa. This book is a 
new vers ion of one originally written 
by Hammond-Tooke (former anthro­
pologist at Rhodes). 

Dr J essnp !s also j oint share­
hoJ.der <1nd founde r of t!1e Leopard 
Express bus service between Grahams­
town and Port Elizabeth, although 
i t is mainly h.is "ife ' s business, he 
says. The t'w Df them will be sel­
ling the business >Then they leave. 

The teaching part of hi s work is 
something that Dr J essop has en.~oyed 
and he says he will miss t he c.ontact 
with students, but the socio-politi­
cal system in this countr.y i s such 
that he fee}s he mus t le~ve. 

you're leaving university?" 

At the end of the year, 
Dr H.G. Ruthrof , a senior lec­
turer in t~e Deaprtment of 
English , will be l eavin g Rhodes 
to join the staf f of the new 
Murdoc h Universit y in Perth -
t he second univer sity in Wes­
te_rn Austral ia . 

, He will be in charge of a sub­
department of the School c•f Human 
Communicat.ion8 , "World Liter ature" . 
His work will comprise t he design­
ing of a syllabus with an emphasis 
on Anglo-American and "Terranglian 
Worlrl English", also on Europe>an 
Literature and Literary Theory , the 
development of substantial library 

holdings and the co-ordination of 
one of three inter-di~ciplinary 
"Trunk" c~ur~es. To be i nvol ve.d in 
the opening of a pr ogressive univers­
sity seems to him a ver y exciting 
prospect. 

On the other hand, he and hi~ 
family will be sorry to leave Rhodes 
and Graha~stovm, wherl! they have 
spent s i x very pleasant ye~rs. Dr 
Ruthrof offers special thanks to 
Prof Guy Butler and the English De­
partme.nt , and t o c:olleagues in other 
fields for ~nte.r-departoental con,. 
tact. 

After receiving his unde r graduat e 
training at the universities of Er­
l angoon, Nuremberg and Munich, Dr 

Ruthrof s pent 1965 a t Rhodes on. a 
student exchan,;e scholarshi p. He 
r eceived his M.A. and Ph . D. a t Rhodes 
and has lectur<'d mainly on the nove l 
and short story. 

Since 1970 he has given an Ho­
nours course on Li t erary Theory 
(which is something new). He has 
also adcinistered and taught Special 
English fo r two years . 

Dr Ruth rof has published in 
"Philosophy and Phenomenological Re­
search", "Man and World: An Inter­
national Philosophical Review" and 
UCT English Studies , and has articles 

forthcomjng in Studies in Short 
Fiction, The Journal of Narrative 
Technique , and The Journal of Aes­
thetic Education. 

From his experiences at ot~er 
universitien (including Cambridge 
University and the Univers ity of 
Victoria, B.C., Canada) Dr Ruthrof 
finds t hat Rhodes students are much 
the same as students anywhere in the 
world . The English Honours students 
especially are of very high s tanrlard 
compared to those, for example , in 
Canada. 

Dr Ruthrof re~ards Rhodes as a 
wonderful campus with good facili­
ties , but one which is severely limi­
ted by the society in whi ch it exists 
and this is one of the reasons for 
his departure. 

Tea, coffee and other troubles 

In August , 1972, the Rhodes 
Club opened the top floor of 
a brand n ew Students ' Union 
building on the Rhodes Can1pus. 

With a large lounge and balcony 
overl ooking the university playing 
fields , and several restaurants and 
bars , an ideal social meeting ground 
f or staff and students of the Uni- . 
ve·rsity seemed set. 

But tl• e Club l1as not yet been 
granted a liquor l .icence and it lonks 
as tho•Jt;h it <mn' t get one for some 
l'ime . One's r eaction to this is : 
"Well , what diffe r ence does that 
make? Rhodians could probably cut 
down on their alcohol intake !" · 

If a 1:1ember wants to entertain 
in the Club , he or she always h as 
to take his own liquor. Obviously 
the staff are reluc tant to use the 
Club for entertainment because they 
f irst have to take their guests 
home for a drink and then home again 
after the meal , to finish off with . 
a llquer . Students can' t even do 
this because a l cohol i s not a llowed 
on campus , definitely n ot in resi­
dence, and men and «Ome:l may not . 
ente r each other ' s rooms . As a 
result t he club is l osing out . 

~1y , then, is there no licence? 
For a univers ity c lub of this kind 
to get a licence, it must first be 
rPcommended by the Lj quor Licensing 

Board - a government body - and the 
f i nal ' yes ' be given by the Minister 
of .Education. 

Obviously many peopl e feel that 
this is a political question. An 
English-speaking, liberal univers i­
ty like Rhodes getting a licence 
from ou r zovernment? But how many 
peopl e rea lize that all the whi te 
unive r s ities i n the country , except 
Potchefstroom and Bloemfuntein, have 
a lso applied for a li~1or l icence on 
campus and have been refused? 

The government has now laid 
down , that if the mat te r is even to 
be cons ide r ed , al l the universities 
must make a j oint application, with 
a unanimous recommendation from the 
he_ads of a ll the univers ities . One 
can only s peculate on how many years 
it wi ll take the University of the 
Orange Free State and the Potchef­
str oom University for Christian 
Higher Education to j oin their fel­
l ows in making an application. Until 
then, things seem to be at a dead 
end . 

This is not the only problem 
facing the Club . When .it was still 
in it s emnryonic stages , t he planners 
firmly be lieved that they would be 
granted a licence very eas ily. As 
a - result, a bar , a l ad i es ' bar, and 
a l ounge were pl anned with t he two 
res taurants and coffee bar. These 
are hardly us ed now, unless a mem-

he r or another body hires the club 
fo r a speci a l f unction , for which 
they can ob tain a licence. · 

Where , then, can the club get 
its r evenue? Peopl e are now r e­
luctant to join anyway , and if fees 
ris e , those who are members >Till 
probably not r enew their member­
ship. Under these circumstances 
it is becoming incrensingly c1iffi.­
culr to find a permanent manager . 

To add to this proble~, an 
~rchi 1-,.ctt•ral fl aw now gl ares the 
managemen t in the face . All the k i­
tchen facilities are on the ground 
f l oor to serve Kaif (the s tudent 
cafeteria ) and the c lub orders have 
to he sent up by elevator . Since 
the manager cannot be on both floo~~s 
at once , t he outflow of food rannot 
be controlled, and pilfering is rela­
tively easy. 

With the ~arge P~odes population 
moving in and out of little r.rahan;~­
town, there are very few permanent 
ent ertainment facilities in the torrm. 

With a 1 iqunr l i.cen-:e , the club 
would have bee n idea l for students 
to en tertain each other in a civi­
lised fashion , as we ll as to meet 
their professors and l e,:turcrs in a 
social atmosphere. 

Without a liquor licence , the 
Club t.-.as bE--come a complete white 
e l ephant . 
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BITCH 
This column is for anybo9Y 

to bit ch about anythin g they 
want. I t can be seen as a 
check o n arbitary injustices 
o r s i mply as a pres sur e · 
valve . 

Now that another student has 
died of despair and loneliness, 
will Admin f i nally give us a student 
psychologist ? 

In 1971, after the May campaign, 
we were to be granted one , then it 
was forgotten. 

Wi ll we get one now or will more 
student s die through lac~ of under­
standi ng and despondency? 

A. J. Reynolds. 
Do we need security guards? 

If we answer yes, we must ask whe­
ther t hey are here t o safeguard our 
property or to pry into our private 
Uves . 

We can all see the benefits of 
having a force to protect our pro­
perty. 

But do we need snooping charac­
ters like Sherlock and Sarge and 
their black comrades- at-arms lur­
king in the bushes? 

A. J . Knott. 
The need is being felt that on 

campus some form of s ex counselling 
service that would make itself avail­
able to both male and female stu­
dents. 

Topics such as male/female con­
traception and sexual problems pe­
culiar to individuals could be dealt 
with. -: 

I feel that contracept~ve ven­
ding machines should be furnished 
for student us e . This would certain­
ly not contract student allowances 
as fast as purchasing from retail 
organisations would. 

S.D. Frost. 
Methods used by the security 

department on campus go against my, 
and I'm sure everyone 's, sense of 
justice . 

You might think young men and 
women who have come to university 
are old enough and mature enough to 
make their own decisions on certain 
matters , but this is not the case . 

I am not referring to vandalism, 
but the mere fact that someone has 
had too much to drink. These some­
t imes go hand-in-hand , but not all 
the time. 

A name may be t aken without 
asking students for it, simply by 
' recognition' in poor light, and on 
the grounds tha t he/she is not 
walking steadily . 

I think the time has come for 
action against these harsh measures . 

R. A. Stuart . 

SNAP 
Does Rhodes need an SRC? 

Rhodeo did some snap int er­
vie ws a nd h e re are t ·he answers. 

* I don't know enough about it . 
* Yes - but I don't know what an 

SRC doe's. 
* Umm .. . Well . .. We ' ve had 

Rag, Rhodeo is on its way, the 
only thing is that we need a 
voice against Admin i f they do 
anything counter to student 
interest . 

* No - the way the admin took 
regard of the old SRC , an SRC 
is usel ess . 

* Of course we need one - I 
don't know why - but it is a 
good idea. 

* I ·r eally don ' t care. 
* Yes- I don 't think stu­

dents ar e getting as :much re­
presentation as they should. 

* I haven ' t really trought about 
it . 

* Yes - to put forward certain 
views . 

* No - becaus e we have b een able 
to get by quite adequately 
without an SRC. 
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TIGHTENING THE SCREW 
Contrar y to current wi sdom the 

Schlebusch (Le Grange) Commission 
did not begin on July 4, 1972 , 
b ut has its r oots going back s ome 
300 years t o the very beginnings 
of the story of white conquest . 

For the first 200 year s of this 
saga the pattern was relatively simple -
the power dominance of the conqueror. 
But over the l ast century a more 
sophisticated technique has been de­
veloping . 

As the dominator became a settler 
his first need was a large, cheap , sub­
servient labour force which would 
rai se his (the settler ' s) comfor t and 
prosperity . The raising of this 
labour force was eas ily acco~plished 
by the confiscation of land and the im­
position of t axes . But these measures 
c reated a natural resistance from . the 
indigenous populat i on and a small 
pocket of whi t e sympathiser s . In or­
der to muzzle this resist ance the 
various white l egislative bodies found 
it necessary to place restric tions on 
moveme nt , the press a nd the right of 
assembly. 

As we entered the pres ent century 
the war wh i ch was to serve the purpose 
of uniting the white legislatures was _ 
drawing to a close and by 1910 th e 
country wai neatly parcelled into one 
unit with t he white group fu sed into a 

~' 
) 

phalanx of sophisticated dominance. 
From 1910 the complex web of legi­

slation needed to preser ve this domi­
nance began t o spin more tightly. In 
1911 and 1913 laws were introduced to 
curb press freedom which wer e so 
powerful a t closing the mouth ofthe 
opposi tion that little e lse was needed 
in this sphere for another 20 years . 
Similarly in the ear l y years laws 
were enacted against assembly and the 
movement of blacks . 

At the time of Union those few 
blacks who had the vote were allowed 
to retain it but their right to sit in 
Parliament was removed . This was the 
first of the r epresentation decisions 
which was to remove a ll black repre­
sentatives and f ranchise rights by the 
mid 1950 's. 

In 1911 t he Native Labour Regu­
lation Act r eaffirmed th a t a brea·ch of 
contract of service by an l.frican was 
c criminal offence . Legislation of 
this sort wi th the more compl ex 
variants that were to be followed en­
sured the stable flow of l abour t o the 
white ruled economy. The des ire to 
contro l the land occupation of Blacks 
was modernised under the 1913 Nat ives 
Land <).c t. 

To continue _to list th e repressive , 
dominating l egislation would be time­
consuming f or t he l egis l a tion trickled 
through f r om time to time until 1948 

uwell. .. 
that jus' about 
wraps it aJl up " 

at a steady r a te. In 1948 a new in­
teres t group within t he white body 
gained control and with t he gaining 
of t hi s control an even more br il­
liant and sophisticated form of domi­
nance began to emerge . Loopholes 
in older l egislation were closed and 
loopholes in dominance were blocked . 

The population was divided into 
r acial categories in the age- old plan 
of "divide and rule" . · Strong legi­
slation backed this action such as 
the Population Regis trat i on Act, 
Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act, 
Immorality Amendment Act, Separate 
Represent a tion of Voters Act , Group 
Areas Act, Reservation of Separate 
Amenities Ac t, Native Labour Ac t 
(Settlement of Disput es) and so on. 

As expected the legislation 
created further r esistance and in 
or der t o stem the r esistance , more 
sweeping legislation was needed . The 
legislation against resistapce was 
vas t - Suppression of Communism Ac t, 
Unlawful Organisation Act , Gener a l 
Laws -Amendment Act , Terrorism Act , 
e t c . Under this legislation pers ons 
and organisations could be detained, 
banned, prevented from speaking and 
generally disabled. 

In the same period the dominant 
group saw fi t to appl y pressure 
against the rising protest of t he 
academic community . The mixing of 

races at educational centres is seen 
as dangerous to the stability of domi­
nance and thus in 1957 a Bill was 
passed to separate univers i"ties raci­
ally . .No-t only does the legis l at ion 
of 1957 and 1958 segregate the uni­
versities but subject black universi­
ties to rigorous ministerial control . 

At this stage the web of dominance 
has become so tight and complex that 
we must look specifically a t one as ­
pect of the dominance and t hat is con­
trol of the universities . In the 
years that followed the separation of 
the universities, forces began t o work 
t o s i lence this squeak of dissent. 
Over the next 14 years student l eaders 
were banned , deported and refused 7ass­
ports. But according t o Mr Vorster , 
there is "a cancer in the life of the 
nation" whi ch must be r emoved . This 
cancer is NUSAS . , 

At firs t the pressure against NUSAS 
is through the university administra­
t or s who are told t o "put the i r house 
in order" . But .this does not work and 
the National Union itself must be 
destroyed . 

Over to you, Mr Schlebusch . 

~a 
WHAT? 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

M. Kohll :No:648J65. 
Cell No. 47 . Max Sea. 

If I do not believe in violence, 
murder, destruction or war, why 
should I serve, in the army? 
H you do no t fight, th en you must 
sacrifice a democracy's greatest 
ach ievement , indiv idual freedom. 
Sur el y it is worth dying to main­
tain f r eedom? 
If a citizen of a country is dis­
pleased with the current government 
should he not be free to replace 
that government through the bal­
lot box? 
Certainly . But we must , in the 
interests of national security , be 
discriminatory as to what consti­
tut es a c itiz e n. 
What would happen if a Prime­
Minister were to fa ll in love with 
a member of another raae? 
You mean like Jews or Cathol ics? 
Why, some of his best ·friends might 
be .. . 
No, I should have said of a diffe­
rent skin- colour? 

A. Ther e are two possible answers to 
this absur d ques tion. He would 
either dec l a re that r acial group 
Honorary Whites, or he would c l ose 
Parliament and declare a week of 
mourning . 

Q. Was the photo of B. J . V. danci ng 
with Krazy Kenny ' s wife authentic? 

A. We have r eason to believe t hat the 
picture was the work of a Communist 
inspired photographic guild , bent 
on undermin ing the stability,etc , 
e tc , etc . 
There have been allegations t hat 
the SABC is a government contr ol­
led propaganda machine. Have you 
any aorronent? 
The time on the stroke of the 
gong will be 
Do you think that the Afrikaans 
nation has a view to world domi­
nation? 
Nein ! 
South Africa is the last baJ;;tion of 
democracy in a rapidly decaying 
world. Where do you think we ' ll 
be in the year 2000? 

A. That i s our children ' s problem_. 

Q. Si nce the late 60 ' s ther e has been 
a aounter-aulture arising in the· 
free world based on all this idea­
listie nonsense. Has South Africa 
seen any manifestation of this 
movement? 

A. As a matter of fact, we have been 
keeping ab r east of the times . 
We even have a number of cent r es 
where these peopl e all congregate . 
There has a l so been a movement by 
the government t o establish an 
agency t o ·deal almost exclusively 
with these people and recognise 
their a ims . It is called BOSS. 

Q. It has been said that there are 
speaiaZ.- branah agents on eve_ry cam­
pus . Why is this? 

A. To prevent unemployment . 
Q. Why is the Republic 's censorship so 

rigorous? 
A. You and me can s ee undesirable work 

and remain aloof. But what of the 
poor person who doe's not have a 
secure or dubious cultural heritage 
on wh i ch to f a l l back on? Answer 
me that, hey? 

Q. Why were t he Boks beat en by the 
Lions? 

A. Has t he English Press been mis­
leading you again? 

Q. Someone has said that the whole 
country is the Bantu's t rue home­
land, not mereZ.y the territories 
alloted them. Have you any com­
ments? 

A. Yes , what is his nam·e , address, 
age , colour and occupation? 

Thank-you, the man f r om t he minis­
try . 

I must stress t hat the answers 
w~t~e~ to this interview are purely 
f~at~t~ous, for no society aould live 
with suah inhuman, debasing insensi­
tive and unjust ethi cs as t hose por­
trayed in the interview, now aouZ.d 
they? 
P. S. In the i nterests of personal 
safety, I will. both privately and 
pubZ.i aly deny ever having said, seen 
or thought any of the above mater i al.. 
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THAT THING ON THE HILL 

I mean if the State Presi­
dent ' s coming you ' ve got to tart 
the p lace up a bit . So the f ish 
' n chips shop next to the station 
gets painted something horrible 
l ike kandy koloured and the n e xt 
best thing to the Amazon jungle 
gets installed (courtesy loca l 
floris ts ) in the station foye.i:. 
under whitesonly fl agdraped 
we lcomings. 

The orange white and blue buntings 
are out in the town too tragidecorative 
.with the sense of history . Thi s 1820 
thing has t urned into a festival of 
patriotism. . 

Well the Wbite Tr ain c oas t ed down 
the hill pas t my house and even I gave 
it a wave which was returned with the 
best of royal humour by a s te~ard in 
t h e dining car . The man in top ha t and 
s ash saw my chil dren f l agwaving him and 
bestowed on t hem his kindoleguy smil e 
which was nice . Afterwards t hese off­
spr ing weaned on stories of t he Russian 
Revolution believed t hey ' d seen the 
Tsar . \o/hi ch I corrected . 

0 \·Jhat a monumental festival we had 
oursel ves . 

Whole robber tribes of the Press 
carne drin!:~nc; and whoring and loot ing 
through t he town for news of t h'e gr eat 
cultural get-together . Everyone was 
here if you count the 1o1hi tes as who 
doesn ' t and the SABC had its TV · gear 
busting out all over so if you missed 
some thing this July don ' t despair you'll 
see it all out of the can in '76. 
Don ' t think you'l l get off lightly 
from this celecration of Engl i sh­
speakers ' solidarity oh no . 

All t hose speeches and pl ays and 
City Hall rnarchpasts of booted feet 
in our defence are destined to r e­
t urn with the insistence of was propa­
ganda. Because you see we must fight 
t o ma intain we must l earn to exult in 
(def inition: r ejoi ce exceedingl y and 
sensel ess l y in) ou~ bloodr ipe English-

ness s i nce that ' s a l l we have . Because 
you see like others in t h is joyous 
poleca t l and we are a triba l peopl e 
r educed t o our own drumbeat myths dead ­
beat traditions we are clinging to 
the past. 

0 says the Government you shou l d 
be so happyapart with your own separate 
gods your ·own triba l ances t ors t o 
propitiate your own corpuscl eki n to 
care for . 

Everybody has h i s id entity cri sis 
and J uly 1o1as ours . Oom Jim said we 
must s top t a lking about horne as Eng­
l and i n another t ime and pl ace and of 
cours e he would be r ight if people 
s till talked like tha t but they don ' t . 
He ' s an old man remember i ng but we ' re 
the now people with issues like 
blackphallu spower l moermost on · our minds . 
Like I mea n fear of t he next 20 years 
s it s in our gut like a heavy meal 
from Sett l er s Mot e l . Even Nusas drinks 
i n the white l ounge (ties af t e r s ix) 
where ~o~aiters watch for the i r turn 
and would you l e t your daugh ter ge t 
served k i ngklip card i nale hot and 

. saucy by that s t a l lion headwaiter . 
Up t here on Gunf ire Hi l l is 

wher e itsallat this money and race thing 
up there at the mot el and t he monu­
ment. First the tourist-s get pro­
cessed with food then it ' s culture ' s 
turn in t he s h iplike building newly 
erected at a tribut e of R5 million t o 
the ancestors . 

At evening the freeflow mist bo­
t hers consciousness as it washes 
rnas thigh over · t he monument b l urring 
its l ights mu ch to t he consternation 

_of playgoers with sounddarnped voices . 
Leaving the ir moneycars they lose them­
sel ves in darkness and cold s t umbling 
and l aughing till a t the d ecaying . 
walls of Fort Selwyn someone f i nds The 
Way with an expletive d e l e t ed . Und er 
t hey go under Trafal gar cannons drip­
ping and a lady wonders ou t l oud i f 
it ' s curta ins ye t to wh i ch her 

Monumental -
(expletive deleted) 

so l dier voice hus band replies with be­
corning a ssurance and tou ches her arse . 
These spir i ts of a d i fferen t a ge pas­
sed by me (me taking a pee under same 
cannon) and I wondered what hope . The 
wind carries shout s of the umpteenth 
kaff ir war pr edictable on t he r ecords 
of the pas t and i nexor ab l e as t he hat e 
of the l ocat ion acr oss the v alley b es id e 
Makana ' s Kop . From t here in 1818 (or 
was i t 1918 , 2018? ) ten thous and 
screaming Xhosa warrior s t riker ter­
rori s ts poured down on t he town of 52 
c hurches . 

King Lear put on a s piffing good 
show for the s pirits of Fort Selwyn 
entirely divor ced from reality . Up 
there on t he hil l Shakespeare is d e­
fended fo r t he elite by guns and 
money but does he wan t t o be i f ~e can 
writ e like thi s ( and he can wr i t e you 
know) : 

You housel e s s poverty , . .. 
Poor naked wre t c hes , wheresoe ' er 

you a!:e . 
That b i de the pel t i ng of this 

pi t iless s t orm , 
How shall your housel ess heads and 

unf ed s i de s , 
Your looped and window ' d raggedness , 

, defend you 
Fr om seasons such as these? O! I 

have ta'en 
Too little car e of t h is . Take 

physic , pomp ; 
Expos e thyself to f eel what wre t ches 

feel. .. 

Pathetic ol d guy by the time he said 
t his he was out i n the col d and nobody 
would lis t e n . Actua lly if you can af­
ford R3 , 50 per ticket for a good v i ew 
of Lear you ar e unlikel y to grasp t he 
meaning of these words bu t no ma t ter . 

It ' s good moraliz ing stuff. 
Anyway wi th t he ·,::1o l e c ountry sink­

ing into the barr acks of menta lity of 
a mili t ary camp any form of culture is 
purel y a bonu s and mer e ent er tainment . 
That ' s why the RS million building on 
Gunfire Hi l l i s only a mausoleum of 
cul t ur e (def i nit i on : permanent home 
fo r cul t ure , magni fic ent t omb for t he 
embal med body t hereof ) . I t ' s nice for 
Graharnstown to have a 900-seat aud i to­
rium and the bes t confe r ence fac i l i ties 
in t he country and we ' d r ea l ly like to 
believ e in the re l evance of it all fat 
chance . 

For t he sake of c l ar i ty let ' s call 
the mo nument a shrine a t emple a par ·· 
thenon for the f it t ing wor ship of t he 
ances tors . Best go up during the day 
when from the wi.ndo\ols eas tside you get 
a splendid threatrical vi ew of pover t y 
on th e other side of t he vall ey one 
of the most distress ed area s in the 
Eas t er n Cape with 90 percent of · t he 
blacks living be l ow the breadl i ne . 
The RS mill i on t empl e of the ances­
tors has words for thi s situation as 
for ever y s ituation in the form of 
me t a l type set i n s t one saying all may 
have life and have it more abundantly 
which is a nice sentiment . Nice to 
think culture is the bread of the 
soul. 

Bu t a statist i cal b i rdie tel l s me 
t hat t he money used t o pay homage t o 
t h e past cou1d have provided 180 pr i- · 
mary school s for 100,000 bl ack k i ds or 
have fed housed and c l othed 4 , 000 
b l ack fami l ies of s i x for a year or 
could have e tce t er a I won ' t go on. 
Don' t have to take t he b irdie ' s per ch 
to make t he point . Anyhow i t ' s true 
t he money wouldn ' t have been for t h­
coming for the s impl e human necess i ties 
abovementioned . · 

· Ba ck to t hos e words i n metal type 
on the f l oor and wall s of t he monument 

foyer. 0 man who chos e them they ' r e 
so f orget t ab l e . Pr i ngle ' s verse es­
ca pe s my mi n,d.- thank God but t he r e­

' s ounding f atuity of prophe t Dugmor e ' s 
t ake roo t or die sugg_es t s t h e face t ious 
r e j oi nder I ' d rather d ie . I mean 
r a ther t ha n accept my Englishness i n 
ter ms of se~?~ate · dvel opment . 

Professor Guy But l er pri es t head of 
::::nglish i dent itiness has played r i ght 
int o J olly John ' s hands with thi s monu­
ment t h i ng . We don ' t ques t i on your 
good fa ith and your liber al - rnind edness 
Pr ofessor but f act is your philosophy 
has created the equivalent of the Voor­
trekker Monument and it can onl y make 
us more r acially conscious and more 
cul turally iso l a t ed from Africa than we 
a lready ar e . The Zulus want the Day 
of t he Covenan t t o be known as Shaka 
Day so what 'l l we call i t for our­
s e l ves? Thi s is jus t the wrong time 
for us to be hiving off into separ a t e 
nationhood with our own symbol s and 
exclusive myt ho l ogy of bygone heroi sm. 

One and a half mill ion whites 
plus two hundred thousand col our ed plus 
an unknown quantity but ever gr owing 
number of blacks speak Englis h but a t 
the fes tiva l there were pitifully few 
unwhite faces . Pity because the fes ti-

. val organi ser s had Gover~_,ent perrni­
ssion i n the form of various bit s of 
paper s~ec ifying t his and id iotic t hat 
a i lowi ng fo r a great cul t ur a l fanda ngo 
of the races . It didn ' t happen so 
something went wrong . I s uspect the 
organisers didn ' t t hink too hard about 
their bl ack l ingui s tic brethren ti l l 
far too l a t e . 

When the or ganiser s rea l ised t hey 
were heading for a s hortfal l on book­
i ngs f or t he 18 000 seats availab l e 
during ,the fest i val they s t arted of ~er­

block concessions at r educed prices to 
bcack organi sat i ons a l l round the coun­
try . Like Indian businessmen ' s as­
sociat i ons and Sowet o politicos . But 
too l ~t tl e t oo l a t e . The fes t ival com­
mittee had been r unning- in for t wo : 
years before t he event but publicity 
was pitched at whites unt i l t he bid was 
made f or blacks in the l as t thr .ee 
weeks . This despit e the f act that the 
or ganisers had carte blanche again in 
t he form of various bits of ·Government 
pape·r to accommoda t e bl acks at hotel s 
in the town . In the end we saw a 
buslo~d of v i s itors from Al ice (being 
students and Fed Sem folks) and we 
saw a f ew other odds and sods . Al l 
tokens of mult iraci al i sm. 

Cul tu r e was priced out of range 
of the peopl e l i v ing in Fingo Vi l lage 
becaus e if you earn R60 or l ess a 
month you don ' t budge t to see Prokoviev 
or hear Vaughan Williams . 

But who says t he blacks wanted t o 
come i n l arge numbers you mi ght ask. 
A close fascis t fr i end of mi ne main~ 
tains b l acks don ' t buy this culture 
gag . 

As for t he conference on Engli sh 
speaking South Africa why s hould b l acks 
bother to attend a c l ubbi sh Angl o-Saxon 
ritual of affirmation cons i s ting of 
backscratch ing and sel f - flagellat i on 
(defini t i on : i f i t hurts only a b it 
i t ' s OK) . Some days before the open­
i ng the press . announced that of 300 
b l ack digni t aries invi t ed onl y 13 had 
accepted which you ' l l agree i s an in­
dication of monument a l inter est. 

How pr e tty to imagine tha t Engl ish 
speaking Sout h Afr i cans cou l d act a s 
civilis ing catal ysts of change by 
b r ingi ng people t ogether . How far 
f r om the t ruth . I f cul t ur e i s com­
municat ion we don ' t have it . 

by Graeme Addison 

) 



•••••• AFTERWARDS 
In "Rhodi an 73" Professor Brian Brad­
shaw gave his view on the monument-to­
be. Here he · takes a seeond look - at 
the monument that was. 

So now it's happened! 

The big moment has come and gone. And 
t he millions have been spent. But not 
quite . And we are · asked , in' addition, 
to subsc ribe. pe r annum or for life , in 
Ordina r y or Speci a l charac t er t o con­
tribute t owards an annua l income of 
RlOO,OOO ,OO. And the city of Grahams ­
town has generous l y voted RlOOO,OO per 
annum , at least .for the next five years 
of, presumably , r ate-paye rs' money. 

And t o save t his reading like the 
financ ial colucnn l et it be s a id, who 
can deny, tha t fo r what it was it was 
ver y expens i ve . And if wha t it was i s 
any indication of what i s go ing to keep 
coming! We 'll s par e the thought , eve n 
if we do have to pay for it . 

And wh a t was it? 

For some , a brief moment of · ' glory ' , 
inc l uding a visit by t h e St ate Pr esi­
dent, and umpteen other v i si t or s by . 
r oad , some coming by s peci al bu s a t -
what "as it - R7 a t i me , or was tha t 
t he accommodat i on fee char ged for 
residence in Uni versi t y premis es from 
which s tud ent s were temporarily di s­
l odged . And - well , r umours abound 
for financ i a l r esearcher s t o expl ore . 
Bu t for t he ordinary man and the ordi­
nary academic ( i nc l uding English 

speaking) it was a ll too much f or so 
li t tle. 

What was it? 

It seems t hat ' cu <t ur e ' was suppl ied 
mainly by town and gown - in restric­
t ed e l ements - of a kind whi ch us ua lly 
i s t o be seen i n the ~rd inary course 
of events , and some of which has 
been seen, or heard of , b efore - i n 
one of the oth er theatres tha t 
Grahamstown has. 

How ma ny -are t here , a nyway , 
b y now? 

And 'what di d tha t Director of drama say 
in the newspaper ? Something about the 
way they had been des i gned . And w-on­
dering about how t hey were a ll going 
t o f unc t ion . 

And to broaden the scope a little , they 
imported a piano. Tha same way others 
would send for a rose-bush or a box 
of gr apes, wi thout sampling it f irs t, 
and t hen found i t might have been 
better and in any case the accoustics 
were not al l they were cr acked up to 
be . Except for being posi tively 
Shakes pearian . 

But in any case money was no prob­
lem. And why should it be wher e , 
culture is conce rned . Was it not Lor d 
Nelson (ano ther Engli sh s peaker) who 
said tha t money was trash, but then he 
was t a l king about his own. 

However, let it be repeated, it ~as all 
for the sake- of culture, or at least 
t ha t i s wha t s ome people called it. 

And a fter the Culture came the Con­
f er ence , or was thi s the same t h ing? 
No t quite , becaus e this was when a bit 
of sel f - crit ici sm cr ept in . 

So you might call the Conference side 

more cultura l . More approxima ting to 
the r ea l t h ing . Only approxi mate , 
mi nd you, because it didn ' t r eally 
l ead anywhere , but t hen nob ody expec t ed 
it would. 

It was a ll, we were t old, for t he sake 
of the Engl i sh speaking in Sou t h Afri­
ca . (Ah; th_ere was t he rub - for the 
Eng l ish speaking~ ) 

Ther e was a l so a s pecial effects 
per iod when non-wh i t e Engl i s h s peakers 
wer e invited . Some actua lly to speak . 
But few accepted . Apparently one of 
them d i d, and was pos itivel y rude . 
Bi t ing off t he rac i a l, I mean cul t ural, 
ha nd t ha t was offer ed for feed . 

We ll, what did they expect? 

It be ing a White El ephant , not a 
Bl ack El ephant. 

Is it true that white e l e­
phants us e carpets for ash­
trays? 

And who pinched t hose flags? Was it 
t he Scots , Irish , We l s h who consider 
for some r eason t hat the ir respective 
flags are not Engl ish; or was it the 
Lions t h emsel ves who can ' t be expec­
ted t o l end ou t t he nation' s col ours 
for anyone t o play with. 

So after a ll was said and done , they 
shut up (for t he time be i ng) , havi ng 

come away with a new title - ESA (ex­
tra-s ensor y something or o ther), and 
having been (of course) duly patted on 
their heads for volkspel e activities, 
and ever yone said it was a great day 
for unity. Everyone? Well everyone 
who has hold of the newsmedia . "Both 
English and Afrikaans newspapers were 
enthusiastic" said the r eport . 

Bang on! 

Meanwhi le t h ere is talk of others who 
want t heir own monument . Ea ch wi th 
its own special cult. All slightly 
variab l e t o a degree except in the area 
common t o a ll where the standards of 
ideology a re merely covers f or ambi­
t ions . Afrikaans this, English- speak­
ing tha t , we have seen i t a l l . 

The r e st of the world is ' taking them 
down, and he re we are putting them up. 
No t just putting up, but putting up 
where they can't be miss ed . Maybe 
that's good commercial s ens e but it's 
a bit high and heavy-hand-ed on t he 
envir onment . 

ECOLOGY 
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Perhaps someday Grahamstown will be 
known as the city of monuments. Each 
t o his own. 

Book your hill now. 

Never mind inflation and t he rising 
price of gr ocer i es . 

Never mind social and hea lth s ervices . 

Just grab your own cu l t . 

And be damned t o cul ture . 

And be damned t o art. 

And be
1
damned to good tas t e , and humi­

lity and all that jazz . 

Make your own furrow. 

And remember the 13th July t he day when 
they opened it up . 

Whi ch is the day befor e the 14th July 
the day when they pull ed one down . 

TALK •••••• 
ECO- POLITICS 

by K.Z. EDWARDS 
Ecology and what affects i t . 

Gener al l y speaking, eco l ogy may be 
defined as the study which deals with 
the inter-re l ationship of an imals one 
t o ano ther in t e rms of their environ­
ment . 

Now, ecologi cal equil ibrium can 
exi s t in bot h impoverished or enriched 
envir onments , and the ecology of an 
environement can thus change from a , 
rich t o a poor one , or v i ce v er sa . It 
is with this cha nge in eco l ogy , or this 
same change in the number of i nter­
r e l a tionships tha t occur i n a given en­
vironment, tha t we are mos t i nter es t ed 
in . In poi nt of f ac t t he ecology of 
our who l e env ironment i s c hanging fo r 
the wor se , direc tly because of t he i n­
f luence of man . 

Previ ous ly, man lived i n d irect 
harmony with his env ironment, but now 
exactly the r ever se is t r ue . And the 
r esult of th i s di shar mony i s ~oing t o 
affect man in ever y s i ngl e way possib l e­
it i s go i ng to affec t h i s social , po­
litical, and economi c organisation , as 
well as his f uture as a species. 

Be l ieving and noting that man i s 
threat ened by his own soci al syst em, 
the next l ogi cal s t ep i s t o set abou t 
cons t r uing why this is so . Where t his 
construction is accor~pli shed, one can 
then formul ate an idea of what soc i et y 
ought t o be like and the method to u se 
for accomplishing th i s new structure . 

Th e ' Ecologi cal Socie t y '. 

Th is is a new t erm t ha t I have 
introduced for my own conveni ence . This 
soci e t y is probably my per sona l v i ew of 
utopia. 

The t erm sugges t s a new societ y 
with a different t y pe of social , poli­
tical and economic organisation. 

It holds as its basic t enet a com­
pl e t el y revo lutionary edu ca tional sys ­
t em l eading to such wices pread change s 
as : population control; a toning down 
of i ndus t ry and e limina t ion of cons umer 
and capital is t i deologi es t hat l ead t o 
r eckless expl oitation; comple te rac i a l 
integration , if desir ed , and many 
changes that will l ead t o man living 
congruent to , and in ha rmony with, h i s 
e nvironment . 

Home land ~nvironments and the 
Po litica l Link . 

plete myth. By such laws as I nf lux 
Cont rol Laws, Bl acks ar e expl oit ed to 
bo l s t er the white domina t ed economy , 
and the Bl a cks ar e further i nhibited 
by a l ack of f unds , education and 
t he means t o develop . 

This i s a white political i mpo­
sition which s t ems from white poli­
tica l control for t he advantage of 
whites . 

The r esu l t of t his imposition 
is t hat we have a l ar ge black popu­
l ation res tric t ed to the homelands . 
This popula t ion is increasing r apidly . 

The :r esult of an increased popu­
l ation is greater pressure on t he 
env ironme;t from s uch processes as 
over graz ing and agricultural mi sman­
agement. The mismanagement i s un-

avoidabl e , since the po l itical im­
pos it ions do not a l low development a nd 
~efined means of changing the s t ate 
of affairs . 

Finally , mismanagement l eads t o an 
i rreversible impoverishment of the en­
v ironment , and a breakdown i n the pre­
existing ecol ogical patterns . 

This process is taking place in thE 
home l ands today , and is a very r eal 
issue . The onl y way t o allay i t, i s 
e i ther from economic intervent i on by 
whites , or, more r ealisticall~r, a soci 1 
re- organisati on by Bl acks incorpora­
ting ne1v po l it i ca l standards and goals 

The New Trends . 

Whites a re not committed t o he l p­
ing Blacks , such tha t if Blacks do not 
~e-organise sociall y , environmental 
breakdown wi ll cont inue unabated . 

The envi ronment al crisis is a l ready 
creating d i ssat isfaction among r ural 
Bl acks. This d i ssatisfaction is taking 

-a pol itical f orm , and most ~omel and 

l eaders and political entrepreneurs are 
al ready trying to solve their probl ems 
by polit ical means e . g . through Black 
sol idai: i ty . 

However , i t is evident a lready t ha t 
Bl ack political agitation from t he 
Homelands i s no t centred upon th e actua 
prob l ems wi t hin thos e ;{r eas . It is co­
alescing with t he demands and dis satis­
factions expressed by urb an Af ricans . 

A Ne w Synthes i s? 

My solution , then, entai l s adopt­
i ng an ent ire l y new form of soc i a l, 
economic and political organisat i on 
t hat a ll peopl e partic i pat e in . For 
an environmental l y conscious so-

There is an overal l degradation of 
t he total environmen t in South Africa 
today , e specially in t he home l ands . 

The reas ons for thi s are economic 
and s ocia l . Economi cal l y, South Africa 
i s a l arge interacting unit . The idea 
pu t out by the Sou t h Afri can gov ern­
ment that homel and s have , and can 
deve l op , separat e economi es i s a com-

ci e ty to exist , there is a need for a 
body politic tha t has an active inte­
r~st in t he problems tha t beset man . 

Eco l ogy Talk 

will be r un 
as a regul a r 
article in a ll 
f uture Rhodeos . 



Rhodeo again 
For the past seven months 

Rhodes has been wi thout any 
effect ive communidation . This 
has been due to the absence of 
an SRC with the result that 
there have been no funds or 
publishers for a newspaper of 
this sort . 

An application for funds was thus 
made to the Admin on the basis of 
pr i-.1ting Rhnd €'•! in the form of a so­
ciety puhli<·atiot\. Fu nd:~ were ~ lti~ 
ruat e ly grantf>C. on t!:e. condition r.h ;.~t 
Rhodeo w·ould onc e again fall under 
the jurisdiction of an SRC should 
one be fo rmed . 

~he importance of a student 
newspaper only becomes valid once 
individual pa"ticipation takes 
place. 

In a community such as ours 
a large proportion of the so-called 
'l earning exPer i ence ' is based on 
extra-curricular educational con­
tact. 

Thus the importance of people 
submitting artic les and respon­
ding t o the printed material ber 
comes imperative . Only then can 
we begin to examin·e the validi t y· 
of ourselves as students in a par­
ticular community. 

Irritation 
By the time you read this NUSAS 

will probably have been crippl ed by 
another attack f rom the National 
Party Government and the ir United 
Party colleagues . 

A year and a half. ago eight 
Nusas leaders, the so- called ' clique ' 
were banned in order t o cleanse the 
organisation . Well , Nusas· has been 
cleansed - so why does it now have 
to be scrubbed out? ' 

Ar e we to believe that ano the r 
clique has taken over ar is it, per­
haps~ that the c lique the government 
wishes to wipe out ·is 27 000 strong? 

Tl1e un:i~ec s iti t 3 are an il~r i ta­
tioq to the -;. r ··:ve :~ f:. lit: e. c f ~~outh 

African s~ci ~ ty, h~t it is an i r­
J it.tt :_nn wh :i c.~ h;l' · r-r.:ed as -:u; e x ­
t ~emely useful wh ipping boy. Now 
the power elite has made the fate­
ful mistake of believing one of its 
own lies - th e lie tha t Nusas is 
communist - inspired. Thus Nusas 
must die! 

SRC plans 
Attempts to form an SRC are once 

again off the ground . It seems that 
after experi encing the effec t of 
ha2 ing no SRC, students are begin­
ning to realise the value of such a 
body. 

The ~ 'ructural organisation pro­
blem of setting up an ·effective ad­
ministra tive body , still remains 
however. 

The three proposals put forward 
by Graham Watts , Lynette Liebenberg 
and Wouter Holleman contain very 
different structural plans . It is 
now up to the students to decide 
whether they want an SRC or not , and 
if so, to decide what form it should 
take. 
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Through the sadly passed 

by Duncan Simp,;on . 

The year started off badly 
or so it seemed at fi r st. 
Looking back now though the 
initial fears seem gr ound less . 

Without an SRC it looked as 
though any student activity would 
not be abl e to get off the ground 
arid clubs and societies looked 
forward tc a bleak year without 
funds. Leadership on the campus 
was thin and most students were 
pessimistic about anything being 
done . 

But then there was Freshers ' 
Reception . This is usually orga­
nised by the SRC and without any 
SRC it looked as though there would 
be no organisation to help new stu­
dents find their feet. But the 

leaJersl1ip :...1as there and \·lithout- an 
SRC it was forced to develop. 

Lynette . Liebenberg took over the 
organisation of Freshers ' Reception 
and the whole thing was handled well 
by her and a smal l gr oup of helpers . 

Ano ther function which looked as 
though it would not get off the 
ground in 1974 was that yearly insti­
tution of drin~ and fucy and some 
fund-raising - Rag . But thanks to 
Ben Parker et -al things did get go­
ing . From the aspect of fund-raising 
this year 's Rag was p~obably one of 
the mos t successful ever , and about 
RJO 000 was raised while fun was had 
by many . 

After the beginning of the year 
t hings for the student began to look 
up . Rag and Freshecs' had gone 
ahead minus an SRC and the clubs and 
societies were . functioning on grants 
from Admin . Of course at that time 
the famous student newspaper Rhodeo 
was still missing from the scene. 
Did anybody miss us? 

TM hit the scene at Rhodes 
early this year ahd students seem 
to be generally following the orie­
ntal wisdom of going with the flow . 
Intervarsity came and went succes­
sfully ani so far all the tradition­
al insti tu t~c3s t~at one assoc ia~es 
with Rhodes had been and gone; still 
without an SRC. 

The vacuum left by the non­
existent SRC had been filled, mainly 
one could say by the SRC Permarient 
Secretary and by now the familiar 
face of Lynette Liebenberg . Lyn­
ette ·of course appeared again to 
organise another of the SRC ·func ­
tions - Acts and Science ·:eek . 

Arts and Science Week is another 
of those institutions at Rhodes -
one ot those institutions which soLe 

. say Rhodes would not be t he same 
without (but don ' t forget the other 
more concrete institutions which 
have been lost such as the Oak Tree 
and Woodbourne) . 

One of the most stimulating 
debates of the year was he l d during 
Arts and Sciences when student s were 
treat ed to the spectacle of the Rand 
Daily Mail ' s deputy editor , Alistair 
Sparks , fighting with t he old Rho­
dian National i st Senator, Dennis Wor ­
rall , while Nancy Charton and Prof 
Giffard added to the sparks (no pun). 
Also this was probably one of the 
most well attended meetings of t he 
year. 

This was unusual for Rhodes which 
this year seems to have suffered more 
than ever from a lack of attendance 
at student meetings. Student inte­
rest in public matters was probably 
at its lowest ebb this year. One 
theory explains this by saying that 
students are more involved in pri­
vate activities , but whatever the 
reason for this, Rhodes seems t o have 
continued in its downward path to 
apathy. 

The reaction to the Education 
Commission was small and the few 
who did r eact to it seem to have dis­
~Pv~ared back to thei r r ooms to engage 
in more private ac tivities. 

The Schlebusch Commission tab­
led its final report and a small 
group of students pitched up at the 

Great Hall to register their disap­
proval of the event and to fight 
about claus es and words and puntua­
ti on in motions put to the Student 
Body . 

Of course, although most clubs 
and societies are functioning aga in 
without an SRC thanks to grants 
direct from Admin, Nusas suffered 
under Admin ' s policy of secective 
non-interference in student affairs . 
Nusas is at the moment is desperately 
short of funds because Admin wou ld 
not r elease to them their usual 
grants. 

Nusas though has manage d to func­
tion fairly actively on this campus 
again thi s year , mainly it seems 
due to the leadership of Mike Stent 
who took over .as chairman of Local 
Comm after Ben Parker's resignation. 
And at National Council Rhodes was 
well represent~d and was a llowed to 
takr, part ful :y in the Nat i ona l Stu­
deil' Assembly , even though RhlY:' es 
was wi. th o,J i. an S~.C . 

And Lhis brings us to :he pr e­
sent and tl•e r e~~urrc:ctinn o f Hhodeo . 
Once dgaill ;1 stl!a l :1 gronr c·f stu( lent~; 
r::.anaged t<) keep <!n institutior c:tt 
Rhodes going minus an SRC . 

How successful Rhc~deo v.·j l l he 
remains to hH seen, but at l easl 
it is going aga in. 

And S ·~ that is che year. J"ot 
bad in some wuys , but haC. i n cthe i 
vays - a little bit of everything cne. 
could say . 

The lack of an SRC seems 1·o have 
been c ve r come by a development of 
leadership willing tl' get up and do 
someth :i. Pg wif; ;0ut jus t react:"ng. 
flow long this c.:.n contin"e is di.ffi-· 
c. u lt t(.l say . Stud< .. n l ~ have t'Ve r y-
l hing I hey SI ' C L to th.i.11k th•=Y r.e <e d-

This newsp~p2 1· is p11bli~hed hi the 
Editor-ial Board o£ Rhod --a at t he 
Rhodf's University !Jn:ion, Grahams ­
tor..n1 . 
Ed i torial Roan!:' 
Lynet te Liebenberg 
Jean 'hchard 
Graham Waits 
Laurence Dworkin (I:ditor) 
Bruce Cohen (Business manager) 
Dun~an Simpson (Ass istant " ditor) 
Departncn~al cdito~ s : 
Political: John Fxylinck 
Cultural: Dave Colman· 
Gener'al cam;JUs : Rob in Law 
Sport: Anthony Stoop 
Photography: Sam Knox aad Hagic. 
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Nusas - new 

by Mike Stent 
NUSAS Vice-~esident . 

Over the past few years the 
National Union of South African 
Students has definitely deve­
loped an action- o riented ap­
proach . This has entailed the 
development, on each campus, ·of 
fairly .smal l specin.::. ised groups 
focussing their activity in spe ­
cific areas . Wages Commissions 
are pe'rhaps the most clear ex­
ample of this. 

However, much the same applied , 
perhaps to ~ l es ser extent , to other 
project groups. One important con­
sequence of this is that a small 
proportion of each ~tudent body was 
actively involved in the National 
Union ' s activities . Further, since 
these project groups ' prime concern 
was with the implementation of their 
projects, their communication of what 
they were doing with the rest · of the 
campus suffered . 

However, the 1974 Congress intro­
duced a new and exciting dimension 
into NUSAS 's ac tivities at a local and 
a National level. Our prime concern 
must be i n deve loping a c ritical 
awareness of ourselves .on our campuses 
in our society, an awareness ' that 'most 
certainly will find an active expres ­
sion in project work. However, it has 
become a question of plac ing the horse 
f irmly in front of the . cart - initi­
ating and participating in programmes 
that develop our awareness as students , 
and which might involve, as the out­
working of learning, an ac tive engage­
ment in university and in the rest of 
soci ety. 

So far, I have continually linked 
the university and society . This re­
quires clarificati on , as our under­
standing ' of this link must be the cor ­
nerstone of the National Union 's ap­
proach. 

Firstly , it is clear the Univer­
sity and the rest of society are not 
discre te entities . The price of the 
books we buy is determined beyond the 
walls of the university. 

More important, admission to the 
university, the choice of who may be 
appointed as t eachers in the uni ver-· 
sity, the kinds of work that may be 
done by students on campuses - a ll 
these are l imited , to some ' l arge de­
gree or another, by legi slation passed 
in Parliament. 

Thirdly , and most import ant, 
labour, like raw materials, is a com­
modity t :1at is bought and sold accor­
ding t o cond itions that are determined 
bey ond the campus. Students are po­
tential labour, a commodity to be 
trained t o fill ~ertain positions de­
manded by society ' s production impera­
tives. 

Therefore, if we talk about uni­
versity freedom or bondage, and a con­
cern about the quality of our educat ion 
is a concern abou t the quality of the 

society in which th at education takes 
place . And so , as a university com­
munity I· think there are t 'wo under­
lying problems which we must confront. 

Firstly, we must be awar e of the 
kind of pressures which society as a 
whole has upon us . Furthermore, we 
must decide abou t these pressures - do 
we approve or disapprove of them, wil l 
we encourage them or resist and at­
t empt to change · them. 

Secondly , we must be . aware of the 
ways in which the university ac ts upon 
the rest of society and of the way in 
which the university itself is drgan­
ised. Again , a decision is involved, 
to .ac cept and co- operate , or to r eject 
and work for change in th e univer - ' 
sity. 

This then summarises the new empha­
sis in the National Union - with in 
NUSAS Local Committees and SRC's them­
selves and out t o the rest of campus . 

We will work t owards developing a 
more acutely critical and creative 
relation to the rest of our t ota1 en­
vironment, and to developing ways th a t 
can express , in action , our growing 
understanding. 
· Fine sentiments , you might say 
(again you might not) but how will . this 
"progrannne of critical awareness 11 be 
undertaken in reality? How do you 
intend to involve more students in 
NUSAS's activities? Firstly, ~he Head 
Office Executive and stucture at a 
local leve l has been considerably 
changed . 

The affiliate organisations , 
NUSWEL, NUSED, and AQUARIUS will dis ­
solve at the end of this year. The 
major reason for this is to assist in 
developing a cohesive and integrated 
approach wi thin NUSAS focussed on 
campus and to break down the inter­
affiliate competition which hampered 
this. Consequently, a considerable 
emphasis has been placed upon semi­
nars and media . There is one member 
of the Head Office Executive who is 
Seminars Officer and one who is Media 
Officer. The other Head Office posts 
are those uf President , Social Action 
Officer , Finance Officer and. Secretary~ 
General of the Aquarius project. This 
structure is more or less reflected at 
loca l level. 

As regards seminars , the basic 
idea is to focus upon areas of interest 
in the student communi t y to develop 
learning prozrammes which develop a 
greater understanding of these a r eas 
and of the ir rela tion to other issues . 
For examp l e , th e local people con­
cerned with developing seminar pro­
grammes might get into contact with 
sociology students. An issue which 
might concern them could be the uses 
to which sociology is put prio~ t o 
graduation. 

Together a programme could be 
develope d examining the ass~mptions 
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direction 
of the discipline and constructive 
proposals could emerge for altering 
the course or running a series of 

" parallel l ectures" that explor e 
aspects of sociology not covered in 
the curriculum . Or , there might be 
a conc ern abou t the destruction of 
the environment . The seminars group 
could then initiate a group's form-
ing which studies the issues in detail 
and develop a programme which actively 
seeks to ,confront the problems. There 
are numerous possibilities, all of 
which involve students and all of which 
invo lve constructive decisions on the 
part of s tudents in their running and 
in the activity which might arise from 
t hem . 

The media programme backs this up 
and opens debate 1vithin the student 
body through publications, movi e~ , 
slide tap~ shows and so on. An im­
portant thing which the media pro-

gramme should be gear ed to doing is 
improving communication about SRC and 
NUSAS local activi ti es with the student 
body. 

The re- direction of resources in 
implementing the new direc tion holds 
considerable promise fo r the National 
Union ' s functioning on both national 
and local levels . Howev·er, the point 
remains that neither SRC ' s or NUSAS 
can operate adequately (whatsoever its 
direction) unless we as students are 
prepared to involve ourselves intel ­
ligently in the activities which these 
l eadership groups can offer . This in­
volvement might well enta il a realign­
ment of priorities for indiv idual 
students but ther e can be little doubt 
tha·t such a realignment would be of 
considerable benefit for students in 
the university, and for society as a 
whole. 

.. .. and new execut1ve 

At the 51st NUSAS Congress , 
Mike Stent , a second year BA 
student at Rhodes was elected 
Vice-President of the National 
Union . 

This is the first time a Rhodes 
student has made it t o a senior post 
on the national executive in four 
years . Mike was also elec t ed to th e 
post of Seminars Officer , a newly­
created post und er NUSAS ' s new struc­
ture . Mike , who comes from Durban, 
first came to Rhodes in 1970 but left 
after first year to work as a research 
assistanct . He r e turned to Rhodes this 
year and is doing Sociology, Theology 
and Philos ophy . Mike• became loc·al 
chairman when Ben Parker resigned at 
the begi~ning of this year. 

Other members ·of NUSAS ' s new 
executive are : 

Karel Tip who has a BA (Hons) f r om 
Natal Universi ty, Durban. Prior t o his 
first election to Nusas executive, 
Karel was studying for an LLB . In the 
previous executive Karel was Vice­
President and Secretary-General of 
NUS\-IEL, the Social Action aff ilia t e . 
He is now ~resident -elec t of the 
National Union . 

Ko.r-el Tip 

Paddy Lee-Thorpe the Secretary­
General of Aqaurius for the .past two 
years , was e lect ed Media Officer - res­
ponsible for publications, movies, etc . 
He is married and has a young son . 

Gerry Mare, a graduate from Natal 
University , Durban, was elected as 
Social Action Officer. For the past 
year he has be·en the Deputy Secretary­
General of NUSWEL . 

Barry Gilder was elected Secretary­
General · of th e Aqu~rius project . He is 
a graduat e of Wits and was Deputy 
Secretary-General of Aquarius from July 
1973 to July 197 4. He is an accom­
plished jazz pianist with a wide­
rancing interest in th e art s~ He is 
planning to get married lat er this 
year . 

Craig Williamson, a third year 
student a t Wits, was elec ted to the 
post of Finance Off icer . He was the 
Honorary Treasurer of Wits SRC for the 
1>73- 1974 term of office. He is also 
married. 

Rarry Gilder. 
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We Missed Dollar . Brand 

WHAT ••• 

Jazz 'n the 

S.A. scene 

The Dollar Brand concert 
scheduled to take p l ace at 
Rhodes University was cancel­
led: Wh a t does this me a n to 
students here and , on a more 
general level , to the musical 
culture o f South Afri ca? 

First l e t us take a look at the 
j azz situation as it exists in South 
Afri ca today . As far as ' whit e j az z' 
i s concerne d , it i s almos t non­
exis t ent, wher eas 'black j azz ' i s ' • 
devel oping a t an unb elievab le ra t e . 
(Mankunku - sax , Pil l ay - piano , 
Sithole - sax , Magwaza - bass , 
Mabuza - drums , etc ) . 

Unfortunat e ly though, most of 
this j azz i s unavailable to whit e 
audiences . 

Three years ago , I was privel eged 
t o be able to play with Wins t on Man­
kunka ' s qu ar t e t a t one of the few 
' open ' j azz sess i ons a t Wits Uni ­
versity. This concept in its elf is 
donated to an ' aesthe tic conscious ­
nes s ' so much l acking in this coun­
t ry . Many s tudents become awar e of 
a great art fo rm , which had previous ­
ly been denied them , because of poli­
ti ca l circumstances . Ther e are nu­
mer ous s i mi lar j az z gr oups i n Sowet o 
and other mai n cent r es , that are 
known t o b :ack audiences only . 

J azz s tarted a s an art f orm mor e 
than 60 years ago with the forma t ion 
of Ki ng OZiver and his CreoZe Jazz 
Band in New Or l eans . The i diom be­
came infect i ous and a sec t ion of New 
Or l eans , called HStoryvill e" was i n­
habited excl usive l y by jazzme n. 
(Names l ike J .J. Johnson, King Ol i ver, 
Louis Armstrong). Eventually , jazz , 
l i ke its predeces sor, Blues, s pread 
through the United St a t es , and more 
recently over t o Engl and and France . 
I t i s no more a ' type of mus i c , but 
a fi e ld of mus i c ' i nc luding many 
forms of the i diom. Up unt il 1953 
jazz had a very basic syncopation 
dependi ng upon the t raditional 4/4 , 
3/ 4 and occasional 2/ 4 t empos . 

I n t he middle of t he SO ' s , due 
to spec i f i cally t o the wor k of Or ­
nette Co l eman, came the Jazz Renais­
sance . Col eman wro t e pieces wi th 
5/4 , 6/8 and 9/4 t empos and s t ar t ed 
a r evolutiona l y movement whic h became 
known as Progressive Jazz , fea turing 
names like Mi l es Davies , John McLaugh­
lin , Ornette Col eman, Charl es Mingus , 

Cannonball Adderley , La l o Schifrin , 
Horace Si l ver . 

I f one surveys the j azz scene 
t oday one will f ind a number of 
s tyl is t ica l ly different movements 
wi thin it: 
* Pr ogressive Jazz - e . g . Miles 

Davis 
* Traditional Jazz - e . g . Thelo­

nius Monk. 
* Orhestral Jazz - e . g. Lalo Schif­

r in. 
* Bach(e t al) Restorat i on Jazz -

J acques Louss i er 
* East Coast Jazz - e . g . Gerr y Mul­

l igan 
* West Coast Jazz -e. g Freddie Hub-. 

bard 
* Experimental Jazz - e . g. Dave 

Brub eck 
* New Or l eans Reviva l - various 

Fr ench Ar ti s t s . 
Wi t hin this s tructure a l so fall s 

var ious other J azzmen who have been 
ab l e to affi liate t he j azz they pl ay , 
with t heir National l ife s t y l e . . · 

This sort chronology shows the 
extent of jazz in the world . The 
r eason for jazz ' s exi s tence is due 
to the syncopated beat ob t ained from 
shuffling Negroes in chain_gangs . 
This subsequently developed into 
one of the major art f orms , which 
has progressed for the past 67 years 
and is still doing so . 

In the same way, the polit ica l 
arid social position of biacks in _ . 
South Africa is conducive to a S1m1-
lar indigenous ar t form . This has 
in fac t b een the case , but due t o the 
absolute disregard shown by the 
whites there is not enough outl e t 
for th~ average black musician. 

Consequent ly mus i cians like .Man­
kunku and Dollar Brand leave this 
country and ar e able to make it 
over s eas. This suppression of jazz 
and blues a lso contributes t o the 
s tanda~d of p0pul ar mus i c produced 
by l ocal artis t es . · 

Be l ow is a simplif i ed chrono­
l ogy of t he natura l progression 
which has g iven rise to t oday ' s pop­
ular music . 
* 1890 ' s Blues Origin 
* 1900's Birth of Jazz 
* 1950's Bi rth of Rock a nd Rol l 
* 1960' s Rhythm and Blues 
* Late 1960 's & 1970 ' s Rock Music 

The same progr ess i on might have 
exis ted in South Afri can music , had 
it be en given a fair chance t o deve­
lop. 

The Blues r esulted f r om the sup­
press i on of t he black man in the 
Southern States of the USA 

South Africa today ha s obviously 
paralle l circumstances . South Afri­
can popular mus i c , however, i s based 
on i.rhat r emnants can be obtained 
fr om over seas and doesn ' t even reach 
the l ow s t andard of the more ' infe­
r i or ' mus i cians f r om whom material 
is borrowed . 

Where does Dollar Br and f i t in? 
In the l ast five years Dollar Brand 
i s the f i rs t black American j azzman 
t o t our South Africa and t o play 

t o white aud i ences . This appear­
ance would have meant a t aste of 
pure , l ive jazz . 

Doll'ar Brand i s far from being 
t he top pianist i n Amer i ca , but he 
represents a part of j azz that Sout h 
Africans have not yet experi enced . 
That is , t he experience of be ing 
par t of a t radit i ona l concert ; being 
involved in the l i ve syncopa t ion , i n­
novations and i mprovi sations so 
essentia l t o t he jazz idiom. · 

Rhodes students mi ssed this ex­
perience . I f as few as five students 
had been i nterested in t he idiom of 
e ither , fol l ow i t up in terms of 
' aesth et ic awareness ' , or to exploit 
i t i n terms of a possible musical 
car eer, it would have made Dollar 
Brand ' s appear a nce mor e t han worth­
whi l e . 

by CoUn Mandell 

WHY . 

Admin's 

lame 

excuse 

Monday evening : 
"Hey have you heard Do llar 

Brand ' s
1

b e en cancelled?" 
"Who 's Do lla r Brand ? " 
"Tha t jazz show they wer e 

putting on . I h e ard .. the p1gs 
we r e hass ling Adm1n . 

"Oh t hat ! Never mind , 
there's a party on; we can get 
drunk . " 

Why was the Dollar Br and Jazz . 
Show a l lowed t o be s t aged on other 
South African univer sity campuses 
withou t the pe rmiss i on of the Depart­
ment of Communi t y Devel opment? 

Aqu.arius sought l egal advice and 
was assured that the show cou l d be . 
st aged here within th e normal r es tr1-
ctions . Since ther e h ave been no 
l egal a l terations t o t hese already 
unjust restrict i ons , _ d id the Rhodes 

Admini s t rat i on ac t on the i r own ini-­
tia tive in cr eating these unnecessary 
di ff i culties tha t resul ted.in the 
cancel lation of t he concert? 

Aquar i us a pproached Dr Hys l op 
and wer e t ol d tha t the names of t he 
peopl e a t tending the concert had t o 
be given to t he So~th African Police 
beforehand . If this new development 
was the Admi ni s t ration ' s i dea , wha t 
twist of reasoni ng brough t them to 
stifle cu l t ure i nside t hi s cul tu­
rally starved university? 

We suggest however , that t here 
was som'e form of pr e ssure on t he 
Adminis t ration f rom outs i de the un i ­
ver s i ty . The extreme meas ure of pr e­
senting names t o the police could 
hardly be c r edited even to thi s Ad­
ministnition . 

The Admini stration' s lame excuse 
of ' legal advice ' is no reason for 
causing the concert to be cancelled . 
Less t han a w·eek l a t er a play was 
s t aged on t his campus by b lack pl ay­
e r s , without a ny of the extraneous 
cond i t i ons l aid down for th~ Dollar, 
Brand concert . Thi s s hows the i ncon­
sistency and arbitrari~ess of the 
Administrat i on ' s handl ing of student 
affai rs in the absence of ari SRC. 

Whether t he r esponsibility f or 
the concert cancellation rests on 
the S.A. Police or t he Adminis tra­
tion , the fa r - reaching consequences 
of t h i s dec i s i on have been accepted 
without as much as a murmur of dis­
content by t he maj ority of Rhodes 
students . 

No this isn' t another story 
abou t ~he erosion of your basic 
rights or t he po l itical intrusion 
into your cult ure , but we had an op­
portuni ty to educat e oursel ves and 
somebody prevented this educa~ion . 

This was an abuse of power s i mpl y 
because t h is i s an educational 
i nsti t ution. 

The student docility in t he 
acceptance of this arbitary ac t shows 
a l ack of cultur al interes t on thi s 
campus . 

What will you do when the pol i ce 
want the names of the peopl e at t end­
ing your drunken party? 

cle I went t o the organisers t o 
ind ou t if t his ar ticle was com­
letely true . 

The organisers said that Ad-
's ' legal advice ' was i n their 

est interests in ·the light of what 
as happened i n past shows where 
tudents had t aken invitations for 
ltiracial shows and distributed 

to peopl e who were not members 
this univer sity . This was done 

thout the or ganisers' knowledge 
while the organisers would agree 

th this in t heir private capac i t i es 
it was. unfortunately illegal . 

Admin was probably scared that 
th is 1wuld be repea'ted and because 

police repurcussions , 
to al l ow the s how to 



RUTV • • 

FIRST SCREENPLAY 
Students and member s of the 

Journalism and Speech and Drama 
Departments completed the first 
filming of a screenplay for tele­
vision in the Rhodes University 
Theatre Box recently. 

The project formed'one of the de­
partmental exhibitions open to the 
public on the f inal day of Arts and 
Science Week on Rhodes campus. 

Four complete filming sessions 
were held throughout the day. An 
estimated 150 people attended and· were 
able to view the finished product on a 
standard television screen after each 
session. 

After watching the filming and 
playbacks vis i tors were invited to 
tour the control s room above the s tudio 
under the guidance of Professor Tony 
Giffard , h~ad of the Journalism De­
partment . 

The screenplay itself was adap­
ted from a section of Noe l Coward ' s 
Private Lives and played by Jon May­
tham and Lyrr Addison. The filming 
was directed by Graeme Addison of the 
Journalism Department . The audiences 
in the studio we.re given a commentary 
on the proceedings by Dr Les Switzer , 
also of the Journalism Department. 

·sound and engineering were handled by 
the studi o c·echnician, Mr Lionel 
Bousfield. 

Technica lly speaking , this was the 
most ambitious project yet undertaken 
in the studio . It has indicated that 
there is a genu ine interest and enthu­
siasm, as· well as creative abi l ity , 
among staff and students in this type 
of work . 

It seems however that very litt le 
of this work will be followed up unde r 
the existing circumstances : the equip­
ment is all there , but only the depart­
ments of Journalism and Speech and 
,I~rama have access to it . Students and 
s-taff members who are interested in its 
use for extra- curricular work of a ·cre­
ative nature are unable to make use of 
i t . 

Obviously it would be disastrous 
to suggest that any person at the uni ­
versity simply be a llowed to saunter 
in an play with the equipment . It does 
seen feasible, however , to propose 
that a student organisation such as 
the R.U . Dramat ic Union which has 
official access to the theatre , be 
granted similar access , under the c l ose 
supervision of a suitably qualified 
person, to the television equipment. 

• • • • • • • 
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FILMSOC 

SPEAKS OUT 
This year ' s audiences were 

justified in looking forward 
to something completely dif­
ferent whe n e y e - catching pam­
phlets advertised Filmsoc ' s 
theme as " Le Nouveaux". But 
where is "Third World Cinema" 
in the trad thrillers , cliched 
drama and h ackneyed romanticism 
that has been screened? 

Aiming to e limina t e the Filmsoc 
audience credibility gap is the new 

.committee , chaired. by Mike Wil son. 
In an interview after the AGM on 
August 11, new commit t ee member, 
John McCormick, praised ex-chairman 
Brian Nunn for his handling of 
Filmsoc ' s finances. When Brian took 
over in 1973 Filmsoc was R200 in 
the red - it now has R500 in the 
bank . 
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' ' GATS BY. . • • 

OR CLAYTON'S ? 

Jack Clay ton ' s production of 
the Great Gatsby opened in Jo­
hannesburg recently. The show 
has been on the overseas cir­
cuits for some time now and the 
primary concern of most of i ts 
critics has been the questio n 
(if it is at all relevant) ' Is 
this Fitzgerald ' s o r Clayton's 
Gatsby? 

Some 25 years ago a gangster 
movie, entitled ' Gatsby ' and starr ing 
Betty Field, Shell ey Winters and Alan 
Ladd was produced in America . Critics 
of the time seem to agree that its only 
connection with Fitzgerald ' s novel was 
its name . 

The criti cism l evelled at the cur ­
rent 'Gatsby' , is · not quite as condem­
ning, but nevertheless does seem to 
have some substance. 

The actual adaptation of the novel 
for the screen was commenced by Truman 
Capote , but was taken over and fin ished 
by Clayton and Francis Ford Coppola. 
One major contention of critics has 
been the addition of a totally new 
sequence which Clayton. believes 'is 
really cheated in the book, and per­
fectly justifiable in the film '. 

The sequence presumably attempts 
t o show so:1e thing of the relationship 
between Gatsby and Daisy after they 
meet again . It consists mainly of the 
two 1waltz ing alone (Gatsby , symbolical­
l y enough , in his old army uniform) 
about a single candlesti ck . If the 
film is , as South African billboards 
have it, the 'greates t l ove story 'ever 
told ', then this addition might seem 
just i f i ed . One hopes , however, that 
Fitzgerald was writing about something 
more than just a great love story . 

Another scene that Clayton and 
Coppola feel was ' enormously thrown 
away ' in the book , is that of the death 
of Myrtle Wilson . This seems a rath er 
sweeping statement to make about a pas­
sage in the book which has been able 
to capture the full vulgarity and vio­
l e nce of Myrtle ' s death in its setting . 

Nevertheless Clayton be lieves t hat 
he has been able to remedy this fault 
by the inc lusion of a scene in which 
Nick and Gatsby ' s father drive through 
the valley of ashes on their way to the 
funeral and we see Katherine , Myrtle ' s 
sister , coming out of the house to dis­
pose of some junk. 

Clayton, it appears , not onl y feels 

that the novel lacks or misses scenes , 
but that in places it includes totally 
unnecessar y ones too. He has jetti­
soned the scene, which he himself re­
gards as hilarious , of the . owl -eyed 
man and t he accident in Gatsby ' s drive­
way in which one car looses its whePl . 
Clayton ' s v i ews are that 'it's virtu­
ally the onl y scene where none of the 
principlas is present, . . . the story 
stops , and you ' re · asking yourself what 
the scene is really about'. 

What seems ·wrong here is not so 
much the loss of the scene , as the im-

--plications of th i s statement , coming 
from the man who has undertaken to 
di rect so:.,eth ing which is not eas ily 
adaptable to screen . By t his same 
reasoning , and the fact that Fitz­
gerald ' s is a fair l y compact and short 
novel , why did the author bother to 
include any passages at all which did 
not have any d i rect effect on the pro­
pagation of the action? 

Guided possibly by the same sent­
ments, Clayton has seen fit to totally 
gloss over the a ttractive, and surel y 
thematically s i gnificant character of 
Dan Cody . 

\fuether the production is able to 
capture on t h e screen what Fi tzgerald 
did in the book seems rather aptly 
summed up by Penelope Housten in 
' Sight and Sound ' . ' But in the long 
run , the film is not so much the sum 
of its par t s as the sum of its props: 
tunes, clothes , hair styles , the yel­
low Rolls Royce , Gatsby's shirts , his 
pink suit , h i s hai~-brushes, his swim­
ming pool Gatsby ' s particular dream 
of recreating the 'past becomes sub­
merged in the movi e ' s dream of r ecre­
ating the 1920' s , for an audience 
s upposedly avid for nostalgia '. 

Ultimat ely the question of whose 
Gatsby this is need have no bearing on 
the enjoyment or otherwise of most 
viewers, bu~ there will certainly be 
purists to whom it will seem relevant. 
The answer , it seems , is contained in 
the book itself : Nick Carraway expres­
ses the sentiment that the world is 
bes t looked at through ' a single win­
dow '. Fitzgerald has obviously made 
Nick this single window for the reader, 
and allowed h i m to conciously structure 
the story as he feels i s best to ~ive 
a true picture of Gatsby. It i s 
surely doubtfu l then, that any direc­
tion will ever come c l ose enough for 
the purist and Fitzgerald fanatics. 
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The final sel ection of films ~s 

thras hed out at Filmsoc meetings and 
a lthough interes ted persons can make 
suggestions to the committee via the 
SRC offices , this was never done . 

J ohn said Fi lmsoc could not be 
blamed for the failur e of films to 
arrive on time . Fi l msoc cannot af­
ford to pay the R30 which guarantees 
the f ilm for a certain date, but pays 
R20 with an order made well in ad­
vance to Port Elizabeth and J ohan­
nesburg. 

He said Filmsoc was well aware 
of the poor quality of sound and re­
produc tion on a l arge number of f ilms 
and said this was largely due to the 
" antiquated" sound and proj ector 
equipment . The new committee aims 
at raising funds to buy more modern 
equipment . It feels justified in 
s~reening advertising slides before 
shows to boost finances , and hopes 

a udiences wi ll be patient. 
The uncomfortable GLT venue 

could be changed to the Chemistry 
l ec ture theatre if Filmsoc could 
assure the authorities that there 
wi ll be no s moking , scratching on 
desks, running over seats or any 
other form of vandalism. 

Speculating on the f uture, John 
said tha t the committee hoped to 
screen popular box-office hits on 
Sundays - a night when people go to 
movi es fo r the sake of something to 
do - and keep Thursdays for f ilms 
with smal l audience appeal . 

He added that there i s a small 
chance of changing at - l east four 
of the films ordered by the out­
going committee due to be screened 
in the l ast term. Audiences will 

_be noti~ ied of changes well in ad­
vance . 



I. . . ' THE METEOR. 

In June this year t he R.U. 
Dramat i c Union produced The 
Meteor, a play by Friedrich 
Durrenmatt . The play and some 
of its meanings seemed at the 
time to baffle audiences and 
theatre critics alike , and re­
latively little seems to be 
known in South Africa about 
Durrenmatt ' s work . 

Reb Moore has a couple of things 
to say about Durrenmatt ' s therres in 
general, those of the Meteor in par­
ticular and hew he feels RliDu ' s pro­
duction ·succeeded in putting these 
over to ~e audience . 

The three basic facets underlying 
Durrenmatt ' s Jrama occur in a definite 
sequence: First God , then the indivi­
dual and f i nally worldly chaos.. His 
early plays concern man ' s pilgrimage 
to God, in which the way of the indi­
vidual, the path to be followed is 
stressed. 

For him there is no rational faith, 
no man- made road to God ; "for him who 
God blesses , He curses in a worldly 
sense" .He sees al l - life as being viewed 
under the divine No. Man must fi rs t 
become awar e of his imperfection that 
his ' worldly life is a dead end , b efore 
he can earn God ' s Yes . · 

Durrenmatt explores the con­
flicts between idealism and worldly 
r eality' and while the individua l is 
still sub j ect to Divine Judgment, 
the dramatic stress is laid on the 
courage of the individual in upholding 
his faith . 
Durrenmatt wrote the Meteor in 1966. 
That hi s Divine Plan continues in t h e 
Meteor i s not immediately evident , and 
the r el igious portent of the play is 
easily miss ed , resulting perhaps in · 
the confus i on expressed by many peopl e 
after seeing the RUDU production . 

Schwitter , the protagonist in the 
Me t eor , funct i ons as the individua l 
within the chaot i c society, but in 
contrast to Durrenmatt ' s previous '1in­
dividuals", Schwitter has no sense of 
the Divine Plan , nor i s there any 
religious realisation or reconciliation 
even at the c limax of the play on the 
part of Schwitter . This is directly 
responsible for the situation at the 
c lose of the pl ay . I will elaborate 
on this point later . 

Schwitter , as the meteoric figure , 
destroys what little social s tructure 
or inward faith there exis t s among the 
characters he comes into contact with, 
thereby i ncreas ing the worldly chaos, 
and becoming a destructive e l ement him-

self. · The Great Muheim, after Sch~·.rit­
has carelessly devastated the faith he 
had had in one person "for whom it was · 
woc· th rolling in the filth" . says 
"I' ve been eliminated, cancelled out , 
~rushed underfoot, derided, bes~ir­
ched ... " and declares himself to be 
11 

•• • Her Muheim, a mu~ic-hall rou-
t ine . .. " At all points in the play 
he r e j ects normal human values and 
beliefs, eo:cept . perhaps pure hedonism, 
stating at one point, "Guilt , at t one­
ment, jus tic_~ , fr e edom , mercy, love -
theyte simply the self-justif ications. " 

In 
dialogue with Frau Nomsen, the lava ­
tory attendent a nd whoremonger , Schwit­
ter says. "Yo~ sold flesh for money , 
and that's an honest profession . I 
can see the po int of that. I too was 
honest, in my way . I wrote only to 
earn money , I cashed in on the fanta­
sies of others and kept c l ear of 
phil osophical pr~nouncements or moral 
judgments." 

Scwitter will not reali se that he 
is equally part of the chaos and equal­
ly to blame : "All those others who've 
been here- I can ' t make head or tail 
of them, they're a ll so entangled in 
l i fe , so corrupted by it - foo ls, mur­
derers, thieves , the l ot or them ." 
These descriptions cou ld be applied to 
Schwitter himself. His only honesty 
is from an egotistical or hedonistic 
point oCvi ew . 

The only concrete statement within 
the play that sugges ts Durrenmatt ' s 
Divine Pl an is the c haracter of Pars-on 
Lutz who appears after one of Schwit­
ter ' s numerous resurrections , stating 
his belief that_ Schwitter has been gen­
uinely resurrected and holding it as a 
proof for Christianity. Schwitter is 
tota lly facetious and treat the parson 
and his belief in an irritated manner. 

The parson's speech states expli­
citly the situation of Christianity, 
particular~y in the light of Schwit­
ter ' s standpoi nt ~s I've outlined 
above. 

Parson May God s how you mercy . .. 
· ... It's hard to preach the 
gospel of the sacred death 
and resurrection of Christ 
and to have no ev idence 
other than one ' s faith . 
The disciples had it some­
what easier , with al l res­
pect I have to say this . 
The Lord lived among them. 
Before their very eyes he 
perforeed mirac:te upon mira­
cle ... It wasn ' t so hard 

to bel~eve then . But that 
was a l ong time ago ..• I 
behold Thy l ight. Show 
mercy also unto those who 
are no t able to see Thy gl o­
ry , for they a r e blinded by 
Thy invis ibility . 

Schwitter will not recognise t he 
Divine Plan. Yet he realises the chaos 
in the world. After his condemnation 
of the people he has met, he states : 
"Lif~ is a carelessness of nature , an 
aberration of the carbon atom, a growth 
on the face of the earth, and incurable 
scab . Compounded from the dead , we 
decompos e into t he d'ead ." 

With this rialisation of the pur­
poselessness of the chaos he desires 
only death : " Everything had be­
come a matter of compl ete indifference 
t o me, and nothing had weight any 
longer, no thing had sense, nothing had 
meaning or value . Death is the only · 
reality ." 

Ironically Schwitter realises the 
truth in a twisted fashion. Accor d ing 
t o Durrenmatt ' s Divine Plan, the only 
sense t~ life is salvation after death, 
but Schwitter doesn ' t see further t han 
plain death. "Dead is dead". 

Schwitter desires death, the re­
lease from chaos , but because of his 
lack of faith he must absurdly carry 
on living i n his self- =ealised hell. 

In a sense, Schwitter is a tr agic 
figure , as tragic a figure as Durren­
matt will crea te, in that Schwitter 
realises his own horrific position_: 
" Life is cruel, blind , bried and ac­
cidental". " Everyone fa lls apart . .. 
and only I have to keep on living'.' 

More important, Schwitter realises 
the universal tragedy over and above 
his own personal suffering : "Death i s 
the only reality . But of course , anger 
remains . Anger that things happened 
this way and not any o ther way , that ' s 
the stupidity of it all - that's the 

monstrous knowledge that keeps me 
angry and will not l et me die~ " 

A rel evant ques tion to ask would 
be "why has Durrenmatt chosen a comic 
form to express essentially tragic 
themes?n Durr:enmatt, in an essay 
headed " Problems of the Theatre" , 
writes: 

AFTER 

THE 

RELAPSE 

Immediate ly after The Relapse , 
the R.U. Speech a nd Drama Depart­
ment will b~ presenting a mode rn 
drama , Harold Printer ' s Old 
Times . 

Printer was born in London in 1930 
and has produced a body of work for 
stage , television and films which has 
given him an inte rnational reputation. 

Otd·~imes is one of his recent plays 
and Derek Mahon of " The Listeners" has 
said of it that it 'is " . ,.fleshed with 
hau'nting l anguage , with a complex in­
telligence that confirms , once again , 
the quality and distinction of Prin­
t er 's t a l ents . 

Twenty years after they had lived 
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" Comedy a l one is .suitable for us , 
our world has led to the grot esque 
as well as the atom bomb . But· the gro­
t esque is enly a·. way of express ing in 
a tangible manner , of making us per­
cei ve Rhysically the paradoxical , the 
form of the unformed , the face of a 
world wit hout a face .• • 

" But . the tragic i s still poss ibl e 
even if pure tragedy is not . We can 
achieve the tragic out of the comedy. 
We can 'bring it forth as a frightening 
moment , as an abyss that opens sud­
denly . .. " 

Having looked a t some of the moti­
vating themes of the Meteor , I will 
discuss briefly t he RUDU production 
of the play. 

The/ aim of the producer was , I 
think, to "s catter the dirt" as· it 
were., and I t hink that- this was often­
fairly successful. But here my 
criticism begins : The dirt was 
scattered, but for what purpose? 
All the motivating themes and just i­
fications for the comedy were a lmost 
totally ignor ed . At the end of the 
play was a sense of tragedy, about the 
figure of Schwitter and an awareness 
that he was unable to die as he des ired 
but the lack l ay in the fact that the 
essence of the tragedy and the reasons 
for Schwitter ' s seeming immortality 
were not at all clearly expressed . 
The key part of Parson Lutz was , I 
feel, handled completely incorrectly : 
If any part of the play should have 
been interpreted serious ly and s in­
cerely, it was this one. 

The parson should never have 
become a figure of fun, driven abou t 
the stage like a donkey. His last 
speech should have been handled with 
as much emphasis and meaning as _pos­
sible . · 

On the o ther hand , Frau Nomsen , the 
lavatory a ttendent, ' the one character 
with whom , ironical l y, Schwitter can 
i dent i fy , was handled in the right vein 
with all the comedy her lines suggest. 
Si mi larly , the part of Olga, Schwi t­
ter' s last wife was handled with the 
pathos necessary to exhibit another 
facet of ~chwitter ' s character that 
Schwitt er was in fact capable ~f some 
feeling if only very little and momen­
tari l y . 

The production succeeded very . 
definitely , I fe l t, in communicating 
the energy and strength of the c harac-

ter of Schwitter and the disinter­
gration of the c haracters around 
him. The comedy of his part was 
handl ed with the subtl ety that e n- · 
abled him to have the sense of t he 
tragic . We were aware that Schwit­
t er, unlike Muheim , was no music­
hall routine . 

• • • • • 
~ • 

• ·~ • • 

~ • • • • • • DRAMA • • • 
together in London, Anna r evisits 
Kate, now married to Deeley . The visit 
stirs up vivid memories of old t imes 
in al l three , somet i mes complementary, 
sometimes conflicting . Yet , as t he 
play progresses , it becomes clear 
tha t what is stirred i n them is more 
than memory - it is also an awareness 
of the gul fs between them. 

The play · is directed by John de 
Reuck, and designed by Sean Dewar . 
Deeley is played by David Bunyan , Kate 
by Jenny de Reuck and Anna by Anne 
Wi l liams . Performances are privat e , 
b ut invitat ions are obtainable from 
John de Reuck a t Struben House, and 
{rom t he Speech and Drama Departmental 
secretary. 
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Last laugh 

before exams 

The Speech and Drama Depar t ­
ment ' s l ast product ion of the , 
year, The Relapse, by Si r John 
Van Brugh, is as comically fres h 
as it was three cen turies ago. 

For a last laugh before the final 
exams, you cannot do better than see 
this Restoration romp . 

Professional actor, Raymond Davies, 
heads the cast as the outrageously 
camp Lord Foppington. Mr Davies was 
last seen on the Rhodes Theat re stage 
as Azdak in The Caucasian Chalk Circle . 

Others in the cast are Alice Krige, 
Arlene Katz, Andrew Buckland, Rob ert 
Sharman, Murray Steyn, Scott Hawker, 
Sa lly Ashby , binda Frauenstein, Jon 
Maythem and Richard McKenzie. Roy 
Sargent directs. / 

Special music, writ t en by Michael 
Tuffin, will be performed by Robert 
Mayr and a group of musicians on 
guitar, flute, h arps icord and s trings . 
Gary Gorden choreographed the dan­
cing. 

Booking is open at Kaif each 
lunch- time and between 5 . 30 and 6 . 30· 
pm. "Performances a t Rhodes Theatre 
on September 5,6 ; 7 and 9,10 at 
6 . 00 and 9.00 pm. 

THOUGHTS ON 

Tr.e ReZapse in r ehe=sal. Fram Ze "t to right : Andrew Buckland, 
Jon ~them, Richard McKenzie, Scott HmukeP, and SaZZy Ashby. 

piece is glazed and re- fired . To 
render this in a more subjective 
and interesting manner let me rather 

CERAMIC ART 
say that an i mage or idea (the result 
of imagination) is reproduced in 
plastic clay and then fired, t o capture 
it and render it timeless. · 

"However dramatic the theme and 
the plastic whole may be, the link­
ing in fusion , the agogic slowing of 
action and the poetic struc ture of 
the time . •. " (Etienne Souriau) 

by David Bunn. 

"My desir e was to give these awii­
ences rrry = sense of something wiZd 
and unrestr icted that ran Zike water 
in the mount ains, or clouds changing 
shape i n a gaZe, or the continuaZZy 
dissolving and transforming images 
of a dream. This sort of freedom 

· is not chaos nor anarchy. On the 
contrary, it is the result of pains­
taking design and i n t his work I have 
given more conscious attention to 
f orm than I have i n any work before. 
Freedom is not achieved simply by 
working freely . 11 (Tennessee Wi Z­
Ziams ) 

Again t he gyre of popular 
fancy in t he field of a r t has 
changed . From the once so pop­
ular Fre nch Impre ssionis m, Art 
Nouveau a nd Art Deco , our fickle 
tas t es have apparently changed 
(according t o 1 Reali ties· , Jan. 
1974) to a n ever increasing de ­
mand f or 19th Century Acad emic 
Art and the ' Primitive Arts ' . 

Th i s tr e nd r uns hand-in~hand 
with th e c u rren t so c ial reaction 
agains t artifici a lity and towards 
' spon t anei ty ' . Whitman and Laur ence 
r a ther than Eliot and Blake , are the 
often- quoted poets of this era . In 
keeping wi th this movement there has 
been a wide spread revival of interest 
in one of the oldest art forms known 
to man - pottery. 

Unfortunately, many of the i ni­
tiating forces beh ind this r evival 
seem to be founded on misconceptions . 
Most prominent amonst these is the 
belief that ceramic art is t h e per­
fe~t outlet for amorphous frus tra-

tions and spontaneous experiment. 
This is untrue . Clay is not a be -
nign earth excretion capab l e of fi lling 
artist and novice a like with prime­
val simplicity and creative genius . 
It is rather a versatile, hard t o 
master, yet highly rewarding mat·erial 
t o work with . 

One attribute of clay that de­
termines , more than any other , the 
form and t echniques of ceramic art , is 
its extreme ma lleability and tactual l y 
inviting t exture . This, a par t from 
being an attribute , seems to pose ·ex­
treme d i fficulties to those who begi n 
to work with clay . It is too easy to 
l apse into complete abandonment and 
produce masses of spontaneous finger­
exercises tha t are worthless and to­
t ally uninteresting . A conscious 
effort has to b e made to channe l one ' s 
emotional r esponses and coupl e them to 
new and old t echniques to produce a 
sensitive and original piece of work . . 
Only an intimate , experience-based, 
knowledge of the art and its idiosyn~ 
cracies can r eward one with anything 
other than mediocre ceramic ar t. 

Typical ly, a medium-sized piece of 
ceramic sculpture would take about four 
months t o compl e t e . A typical period 
of time for the contempla tion of the 
work by au appreciative critic would be 
about ten minutes. The jux taposition 
of these different time scal es , in con­
junction with the peculiar qualities 
of f ir.ed earthenware , seems to give 
the work the inherent timel essness 
that i s so of t en comment ed upon. 

Another fac t or that contributes 
to t his effec t i s sure l y that of the 
bas i c ardou r of t echniques invol ved 
in producing the work . We t c lay i s 
carved and shaped (or thrown), left 
to dry, then bis que forced in a high­
t emperature kiln. Af t er this the 

I t s eems to me tha t all great 
works of art exis t in a type of tem­
poral no-man's l and . It is this , 
the ability t o erect a monument be­
tween the lines of time, that glori- 1 

fies great works of art . 
"Between the concept ion 
And the creation 
Between the emotion 
And t he r esponse 
FaZZs the shadow. 

Life is very Zong. 
(T. S. EZiot) 

This is surely where the work of 
art s t ands and draws its greatest 
subject ma tter from- the ' shadow 
area '. This is what prompts the 
artist to freeze the Titanic above the 
fata l iceberg, Icarus , mouth agape , in 
the midst of the fal l, the touch of 
the fingers of God and Adam. 

In creating cer ami c art the tem­
poral gap be tween ' emotion ' and 
' response ' is very small . The c l ay 
medium r esponds immediately t o the 
slightest t ouch as opposed to the 
painstaking process of sculpture in 
stone . The bra in of the. artist moves 
the hand to react, to form , and in 
working with clay t h is i s difficult 
t o control and r esults in works be ing 
ruined, time after time , f r om too 
much ' spontanei t y '. In pottery one 
must anticipate this quick-reaction 
time , or a shapel ess mass ar ises ; 
monotonous and wit h little regard 
for the displacement of space and 
time , or comment on t he human con­
dition. 

We live our l ives as s pectators , 
viewing periods of. time . Daily pre­
dictab l e occurrences , er as_ r ather than 
instants , measure our existence:the 
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J azz Age , Autumns, coffee b.reaks and 
opening times . We are relativel y un­
aware of the mult ipl icity of parti­
cular split-second events that j oin 
second to second, minute to minute . 
Through the medium of sculptur e and 
ceramics the ar tist is able to cap­
ture t he particular, infinitely impor­
t ant and otherwise transient e lements 
of exi stence . 

Science can give us data to des­
cribe the r e l ative attraction be tween 
obj ects i n space but Henry Moore gives 
the inward sweep of three bronze points 
a lmost touching - and t he space between 
them is electric. 

There is constant debate going on 
about whether ' art is a cheap imita tion 
of nature ' or not. I believe tha t i t 
is not, but whatever our feel ings about 
this, we must sure l y agr ee that art 
takes i ts inspira tion from each indi­
vidua l ' s interpr et ative view of 
nature and humanity: 

What makes any piece a mas t erpiece 
is surely to be found in the degree of 
ori ginal workmanship tha t has l ent 
shape and signif i cance to the material. 
This is parti cular l y true of ceramic 
art and an added appeal is that pot- ' 
t ery, as no other art , is vulnerable , 
fragile . The mastery of workmanship, 
the depicted frozen instant iri a piece 
of sculpture, is entirely vul nerable 
to carel ess hands and the idle , final 
brush of a coat s l eeve . 

Pottery stands with the greatest of 
the arts of space . In its extreme ver­
sat ality , fragility, beauty of form and 
texture , ceramic art holds for me a 
particular appeal - but more t han any­
thing else , it seems to off.er one 
justification for human endeavour and 
t o Tes tate the theme tha t ' Life is 
very long ' . 



S.A. RUGBY: What's happened.? 

By Tony Stoops , 
Spor ts Edi t or . 

Former All-Black Bob Scott 
said on SABC' s " Talk] r<~ Sport" 
after the third S.A.- Lions 
T·est that South ,,_frica has no na­
tural- pl i':;·ers. 

By nJ t ·oraJ players he meant incli­
vidual s <Jbo have their own distinctive 
s tyle, the abil.i.t·y to ad?.Ft it to suit 
any situation and, mc-st of all, the 
ability tc stamp his mar k of cont rol 
on thP. . e;iJ'";~-

The pRnel in tb~ ~forementioned 
progr~;~nnne agreed that the clos <OF t 
we have i s PPter Ki n .l en, but he 
is t oo ynung . The l a~ t we had was 
H. O. de • il liers, but h e i H too 

old. The national selectors have a 
great deal of influenc•• on natural 
players , s~dly t o say. They cram:> 
t hese p) P.y ers ' styl es so that they 
play to roles that don't suit them. 
For instance . r·;uch has been s ai d zFout 
how H.O. was . told to forget hi!. nor­
mal style and play as he ' ' as order~.;<! . 
At l ee,s t his strength of chHracte r 
he lped carry him on. 

Playing · players out of position in 
test m;.:~tcJl es ~s the mos-r. rldicul<niS 
=nifestat ion "of this cramping~ Sny­
man isn't a c entre noJ:" Sor..n ekus a 
scrumhalf worbh mentioning. 

There were other scrumhalves: Wol-

Letters to The Editor 
Dear s ir, 

In v iew of the climate of 
polit ical stagnation in South Afri ca 
a t the moment, I would like to bri ng 
t o t he a ttention of t he uni ver s ity 
the a i ms and princ.iples of Verl i gt e 
Action . 

Verl i gt e Action was horn , 
out of the need for chan ge i n South 
Afr-ican socie t y and shown phenomen a l 
growth i n <; orne of t he large~- centr e s . 

Our working format 1s as 
f ollows: 
* We are coi:lce rned: 
abou t the future of South Africa and 
its people ; 
about t he hu•nili ations , res tr ictions 
and inj us tices t o which many of ou r 
r.it i zens a r e sub j ec t ed; 
abou t the growi ng f rus tra tion and 
b it ~ernes s amongs t va r i ous groups 
of our communi t y, t he increasing an­
t agonism be tween language and colour 
groupg and the dange r of open con­
fronta tion . 
* We r eal ise : 
that many of the p resent li.l l s ar e · 
t he r esul t of history , igrto·rance , 
and an i nabilitv to comprehend t he 
f ull e ff ect of ~ttitudes and ac tions . 
that actions we.r e oft P.n -3.nimated by 
a mi s t aken belief tha t they would be 

--the b e st mean., t o ensur e t he s urvi­
val _and preEer vat i on of our various 
pPoples and the ir cul t ur e s and to 
secore peace and pros pe r i t y . 
t.ha. t some of t he pol i ci es that have 
been fo l lowed , many of the prac ti­
cal s t e ps taken and many of the at­
tit~des displayed have achieved a 
con t r ary r e su l t , inasmuch :.s they 
have become t he main cause of f rus­
t ration and irri t ation in our c oun­
t r y . 
* We be l i eve : 

t hat the time h as come for a 
f un·damenta l re-appra i sal of a t t i­
t udes , policies and actions ; 
tha t t he time ha>: a rrived. for all 
South Africans t o ass i s t in t he 
eradica~ion of prej udi ce and the r e­
moval of injus t ice ; 
tha t the f uture of our country can 
te buil t on t he pri nc lp le of non­
discrimina tion , of respect for t he 
dignity a nd wort h of the i ndivi ­
dua l and of f ull partic ipa tion of 
a l l groups in t he social , ec onomic 
and politi cal s truc t ure of our 
country . 
* We are therefore : 
establ i shing branches as we ll as 
action groups which parti c ipate 
t hroughout t he country at national, 
r egiona l and l ocal l eve l s in po­
l iti c" ] thi nking and pl ann ing and 
which concer n t hemse l ves cons t an t ly 
with t he i mproveme nt s of i nter- group 
r e l a tions a.nd with t he deve lopment 
of an infor med and r espns ible pub l i c 
opinion; 
creating a for um for the free ex­
change of points of v i ew within 
the f ramework of our cons ens us . 

* Verligte Action declares t hat : 
it is not a politica l party and has 
no affiliation or association with 
any existing par t y or politic al orga 
nisation; 
it i s a political movement tha t cut"s 
acr oss t he barr iers of s t a t \lS, sex , 
l anguage , e thnic or igin, colour, 
raee , religion or party-poli t i cal 
connc~ ! ·t ion; 

it is a movement i n .r':lich all South 
Af ric ans who share the concerns and 
beliefG outl i ned ab ove and ar.e con­
vince·d of tha need fo r change , can 
j oi n f orces i n order t o n1ob i l ise pub 
lie opinion and br i ng ,;bout such 
change . 

Any f urther enquiries <Iou l d be 
we l come . 

Pe ter Wat erman . 

Dear s ir, 
The membe r s of t he con ?,res s , 

at pres en t me e t ing -i n Buchares t to 
di s cus s the population exp l osion 
pr oblem, do not seem t o he- awa r e of 
the fact that t her e i s a simpl"e 
solution. 

The · solut i on i s t o breed 
l arge number s of man- ea t i ng lions, 
and t hen t urn them loose eve rywhe r e 
whe r e t he human popul ation is in­
cr eas :i ng danger ous ly . 

Lions , i n s ur.roundings where 
food s uppl y i s ampl e , have a natu­
ral anima l r a t P i ncn , ase t ha t i ~ 1 es 
t han ttvP. The s a me applies t o 
humans i n s ur round :i.rrg s fre• · of l i on::: 
Thus both s pecies t end t c' incr eas e 
more and more rapi dl y . llut i f t he 
lions ar e able to prey on t he humans 
it can !>e proved ma themat1.ca l 1y t ha t 
w i t:h rn.e a uove i nc.ce?1Se .r'a t eS.1 r:w~ 

~ ion popula c i on ana the human popul a 
t ion wi ll both oscil l a t e , eventually 
reaching an equilibrium f i gure, and 
no population expl osion will occur . 

This , sir, is, I suggest , t he 
obvious answer . Certa in s trin­
gent laws ••il l have t o be c:-,ac t ed : 
for ins tan~P. , l ions mus t not be a t"­
tacked or pr even t ed f rom ea t i ng as 
many humans as t hey requi r e ; f ur­
t he r , l ions mus t be di scouraged 
from eat j.Pg :-<nyt hing e lse . 

If th i s sys tem is brought i n t o 
f orce , t he human r ace may l ook f or ­
ward to a gl or ious and Ut opian fu­
ture . With t he popul a tion contained 
food suppl i es will be ampl e ( and, f o 
the l ions too). There wi ll . be no 
need f or hos pi t a l s , asylums , or pha­
nages , homes f or the aged , e t c . : t he 
human race will cons i s t on l y of 
hea l thy, int e lligent , and ve r y ac­
tivP. pe rsons . 

Major D.R . Engl ish 
(Rhodes Univers ity) 

marans, llutch "Tan Wyk, even Ch;_cken 
Gendall and the three Hamil ton r eserve 
s cruml1a h rc· s all o f whom a r e ' world 
c l ass ' . This i s court i ng dis as ter 
and got it . 

While dealing with the national 
side of rugby l e t us t ake a look a t 
the l ack of compe tition i n t he Curri e 
Cu p. I venture t o s ay tha t un t i l 
quite r ecent l y t his was the most pop­
ular internal sports compe tition in 
South Af r ica but nowadays the f a r e 
ser ved up j us t i s n' t good enough. 

The re is very little strength here , 
Suppose the draw, which a llows f or the 
t op of Section B t o pl ay the winner o f 
1st i n Section A vs 1s t in Se c tion B in 
t he fina l, had put E. O.F.S, N. O. F.S. , 
Borde r, S. W. D. and N.W. Cape and S .E. 
T!Catisvaal i n Section B. This wou l d 
mean a s ide like S. E. Transvaal cou ld 
get t hrough- on a lucky draw which is 
insane . 

Next year ther e will be a n i mpr ove­
ment, we are .told. I r ecall t ha t l as t 
year and the yea r befor e. I think 
this unb a l anced compe t ition prov ides 
us with our bigges t prob l ems: com­
p l acency (we 'll win , we a lways do) ; 
l ack of t ackling , (jus t t ake t hem 
any way you can) and weak s crummaging . 

Suppose we ar e wi th two nationa l 
sel ec tors wa t ching Transvaal play 
Eas tern Fr ee State. T~ansvaal don' t 
t ry t oo har d because they know t hey 
can coast. to vic tory. E. OFS ar e so 
demoralised that they go aft e r TVL i n 
a half-hearted way and "cutting thr ough 
i s easy . · Transvaal don ' t have much 
oppos i tion in the t i gh t excha nges and 
ha rd l y s t r ain a t t he serums . 

E. OFS hardly ever get t he bal l and 
so Tr ansvaal don ' t have t o t ackle . 
It' s hopeless having maybe three hard 
games a s eason. This combined wi th 
a l ack of r egular. int e rnat i ona l compe­
t i tion l eads t o a diluted form of 
rugby t hr oughout our country . Onl y the 
s uper l eague can s ave us f r om to t a l 
collapse . 

Pr c f essional Approach 

The rise of profes s iona lism in 
s por t in gene r a l has hit our rugby in . 
several way s . Th e most important man1-
f E?.stati 0ns in r ugby ar e t he will- to­
wi n and condemnat ion of mi s t akes . 

The unf ortuna t e aspect of this i s 
that it is hit ting s chool s rugby 
~arder than any ot he r sec tions . The 

refe r ee b l ovTS up and the ' man ' ·in 
possession eithe r stops_ dead in h is 
tracks and s t~es a t him in un­
di sguis ed disbe lief or t hrows t he ball · 
down or jus t shakes his head . This 
i s ab solutel y r evolti ng . 

It not onlv shows a l ack of res­
pect fo r tha t ~es t upr igh t man, the 
refe r ee , but · a l s o s hows bad sports­
manship which , as I shal l point out 
late r , l eads t o f i ghting . The i n­
ability to accept the fact t hat one 
i s at· fa~lt shows a weakness of cha­
r ac t e r which i s i mposs i ble to pena­
l i se . 

Wher e have the days gone i n which 
you <>auld congratula t e an opponen t 
i f he scored a very good t r.y r a ther 
t han stand beh ind your goa l - line , t el­
l i ng the r es t of your t e am t ha t he 
scored from a forward pass or such-l ike ? 
I don ' t know. 
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Surel y the profess i onal approach 
shoul d manifest i tse l f in a more de­
termined and pol ished k i nd of rugby. 
Bad l anguage a lso flie s a r ound when 
s omethi ng adverse occurs:- The t acti cs 
adopted in a ll quart e rs of t he game 
are also quite appalli ng . They either 
try t o scare the opponents off with 
r obus t scrummaging , i ntimi dat or y tack­
l e s etcet er a (if t hey are a weaker 
side t han yoursel ves) or if t hey are 
s t ronge r t hen spoiling t actic s ar e 
adopted . Anything t o prevent the op­
ponents settl i ng down falls i n to that 
cat egor y . This is t he conver se of the 
prof ess iona l a tt i tude : if you can 't 
win , make s ure the ot her side doesn 't 
have it a ll t hei r way . 

Dirty p l ay must come i n here . A 
real i sation that one i s being beaten 
a t one ' s game brings on a t e r r ible 
fe e ling of frus t rat i on and fi s t s a re 
as good an out l e t a s any f or t his panic . 
Why i s there fighting? "Well, it ' ~ 
t ough out there , you know" starts t he 
common rep l y . Maybe s ome small , unin­
t entional injus t ice i s done and reta l i­
ation occurs . Rhodes versus RAU for 
instance i n 1973 . The school boys eee 
thi s i n the big games and inunediately 
consider it the done t h i ng and s i mu l a t e 

it wi th hor rib l e results. Sotne 
s choola ' administra tions do however 
pour bat tery ac i d on r ugby 's. pr etty 
face by t e l ling t he s chools a t ~ri-
day assembli es that they must wi n or 
face penalties for f ailure . 

This f ighting. must be er adicated 
throughout. Send off ender s off as 
s oon a s they offend i r respective of 
whether it is i n retal i ati on or not . 
All the li t t l e school girls or uni ver s i 
t y hangs look upon someone who f i ght s 
as a tough guy and admire h i m or even 
l augh when r eca lling a tel ling blow on 
his part . How woul d they cons ide r him 
i f he suf f e r ed the burning di sgr ace of · 
be ing or dered f r om t he f i e l d . Th i s ' 
expul s i on from the game could hand a 
kooc.k to at l eas t one l ocal school. 

Crowd behaviour . 

Thi s varied aspec t of the game 
se rves t wo purposes in the decl ine 
of rugby, but f ortuna t e l y onl y in t he 
Northern part of the l and . The firs t 
and per haps wor s t is to f luster t he 
refer ee by hurling abuse a t h i m f or 
mi nor mi stakes and hur l ing naar tjies 
a t him f or major mis t akes . 

The crowd works itself to a high 
pi t ch espec i a lly when a v i ctory against 
t he odds i s i n the off i ng to the ex­
t ent that t he s lightest mi stake gets 
exaggerated beyond- pr opor tion . 

I saw t he Lions p l ay the Quaggas 
and didn ' t ofte~ agr ee with the r e­
fe r ee hut I am qui t e sur e t ha t Mr 
Gour l ay was a b it nervous aft e r the 
hysterica l ly voiced dis pl easure of 
50 000 Tr ansva l ers when he did not 
allow an appar ently pe r f e c t try in t he 
f irs t 20 minutes . The scene a t tne 
end i s his t ory and t o my mind t he wor s t 
f oul I have ever seen. Imagine t he 
e f fec t a l l this mass hysteria has on 
t he s i de which i s being wronged : t hey 
fee l they have support i n t he ir indig­
nation a nd go t o t own . Thank God the 
Quaggas kept going i n t he true s pirit 
of rugby and kept t he gpme free of in­
ciden t s . With t he cr owd a t your backs , 

any thing can happen . 

) 



P.U.C. Visit 
Rhodes vs. Paris 

On Wednesda r AH(;ust 14, <• 
touring s ide , P.U.C., played 
at Rhodes, the first such 
side to- do so for quite some 
years. 

At training !he visitors had 
given the imp_ressinn !hat they were 
slightly ou t of s h ape and after their 

- drubbing at Potchefstroom few gave 
them much chance of winning . 

From the kickoff Rh,-des ~oved 
s t raight onto the attack and almost 
go t ave. ~-. /~a so brought relief with 
a long touchfinde,- bt:t Rhodes pressed 
again. In the fourth minute a 
Mindsid e. mo•;e f•t:ded with Beruard Les --­
cour setting off on a b:cilliant weav­
ing run from his 25. D'luga kept up 
with him and t heir sho r t exchange 
pf pasr;es ne .•r rhe Rhodes line to­
tally bewi)dere<1 the defence .~nc ' di­
noill.u~:vt• Lescour d ived over 2C y Ards 
out for a well-deserved try . (o-4) 

This shook Rhodes and for the 
next 15 minute'S· .pl•y seesawed between 
the 25's. Re e d went blinds ide from 
a scrutr; but Le scour brought / him down 
cle:mly. Rhodes were next to score 
when Reed received the ball from 
loos e play and fect Kernick who snapped 
over a nP."-t. ·drop after 20 minutes 
(3-4). 

Paris swarmed onto the ~ttack, a 
timely Laur ence ta~kl<> prevent ing 
certain try. Then we saw the- true 
power of the v isitors. They star·­
t ed a forwa r d :rush from le-csc. play 
which carried t he ball up to the 
line •d1ere prop and er1p tain Jacq11es 
Dury scored betl<een the posts. Chi­
pont converted (3-10). 

Paris was· th!' only side in the 
game at this st<>r;e and Lesco•1 ~ near­
ly scored but knock£>.d the final pass 
on as he dived over. Maintaining the 
pressure Paris scored again when 

srurrhal f Marcel Pe y:cesblanqu es 
broke from a lin.,out and fed mighty 
Douga from in front of_ the pos t~ 
( 3-14). This was the half-time 
score. 

In the second half t't1e t·ugby 
det eriorated somewhat and few no­
table movem<:n t s too piace. Rhodes 
f l yha1f Hich Kernick took advan-
t age of the repea tE>d i nfJ"'.rgements 
of PUC to put Rhodes bzck into the 
picture with penalties in the fourth, 
17th and 32nd minutes to make th '!. 
score 12-14. Could Rhodes pull it 
cff? Tht' answer was nnfortunately 
t o be no. Hith three. minut,,,, :eft 
for play Maso broke to sencl T.escour 
in for his geco,_v] try, wi_th three 
tired defender s trying to _stop him. 
Chip<~n! r:lll•verted from quite an 
angle ,.,, make the final sco1t. 
rue 20, RU 12. 

Interview with ·ru.c. coach 

An interview with Gerard 
FourniPr, coach of the French 
league chmrp i ons , Ta rbes , who 
r ecently t .cured South Africa with 
Tarbes and Par.i s University. 
() . - You were ont h e re ~<itb your club 
Ts.rbes and "" knm~ the inside sory of 
the affair. What was tlw resp'""'" to 
the incident at home? 
A. The pres s Pxaggerated everything. 
The cause. of the trout; 1 ~ T,.:ras th'! 
Trans, aal hooke r who kickerl :-!•.; Tarbe~ 
hooker regularly . The st:>•l-' <'JOsion_., 
back at h ome (two'banned for life, 
the rest for the first r:umth of th<-' 
next seasr];:) were for vandalir.m and 
general bad behav i ~ur at the hotel 
and airport not for foul play. 
Q. Afte< l h -: '-, "'as the·- e much 
opposition to the PUC tour? 
A. No, none a t all .. The :Ninist :r:y flf 

Sport t old the Presidenr: .,f the rugby 
union that it would be a geed c~vca­
tion. The re was no pres~;tq:e throu5h 
demonstrations eithr::. In France,. 

Q.. On to_ matters of the close future, 
how does the Springbok tom :-eem to b e 
~ ffe~ ting France? 
l. Hell, ~<e have had discus r; ion 
gr::.r:::tps on the subject ('£ the t our 
but no n:ore { Rt:!u ter reports or, 'ant ~-­

Pok' groups are a progressiOn). 
Q. H.o•• does the French cluh 

. systeo operate? Does it .gi\·F fveryone 
a fair chance? 
A. _ The-,-e are 64 fi:cst leag"e clubs, 
ei c;ht pools of eight teams. Tl)e 'op 
four in each section go througr. ~-O 
the n~t round which runs over 
knoc ko ut basis . (Faris Ur:iverEi ty i s 
in sec:ond leag11e). There are nine 
nationn.l sro lectors who ''atch ~ll the 
t e.?..ms no t just fashint: .=. ble o:t•·s. 
There was a crisis in 1972 when 42 
playerH represent·r-:C the .cou:. =_- • y . 

·This was a ~e l ecti"' ' prob lem b<-: · ·;;use 
" he selectors >~ere pirl<ing 'hc.rses -
for cou:rset:: '. picking s ide ,') T\r ith an 
eye to reo«.tching o;:>p ,-,si tion at r ~_ eir 

stron,s points. Then th,;y adcpted 
clubs ' s:;s_tems. Initial-

. in the ,,..,,,. :•ystemc-: . TheJo .,when they 
,s tarted settling down the selectors 
t .. .rc,uld reje-ct tlh:~ 11 ·t..· i_ t cd as useless 
and back 'tc' ~r.1.1are one. 
Q. What are the French team~·' f t:rong 
points? 
A. There.are none~ ~e have b~-:.eu hie 
by a spate of retirements. The 
yo.~v:-; : ~ 1aye:-s are s~-i.ll on their r,uJy 
to the tnp. 
Q. How does French rugby stand in 
r-elatinn t o the Br itish T ~ons an<1 

t.heir consti t1H~flt 'coun '- ries 1 ? 
A. We arc not as goorl ~ fer t ,,,o :rea­
sons. Firsl.ly, as in So;:.t·J; Afric:~, 
i n Britain rh":re is orga!l ised rugby 
at schoo1s This is not the c~ s ~ ·~n 

Fr ance. SimilRrly your soc r~· r here is 
weak for tht> sam·~ : eason, Secondly 
in Britain they havl~ weeklong train­
jug camp~ bt-:< duse they work t o s :!f:t f'i':lS . 

Ir> France this would he point1P~S be--: 
cause we have 'lO precise basis aD(( 
~he pla;yers i.nvi ted probrtb ly wou 1 .-Jr.' t 
be bothered to ': orne to the c~! ' •! ' " any­
way. There is a n apathy tm<ard the 
nat -iona l squad. 

Tour results: vs Potch~fstroom 9-33, 
vs Rhodes 20-12, vs CFi. Fr:iversity 
6-22 , vP University of · Stellenbos·ch 
10-18, vs UCT ( cancellf'_r!) vs WP 
Invitation XV 31-32, vs Pre tori'-
9-37. 

Your Sports Dealer 
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LEAGUE 
Rhodes I ,Pague Rugby 

Results: 
beat Buffaloes . . •... . . 19-3 H 

lost t o Polic e . .. . ... 10-12 H 
drew with Cambridge ••• 23-23 H 
beat Old Selborn ians.33-6 H 

beat Hn.miltons .. . .... . 16-6 H 
beat Transkei ......... . 25-3 H 
beat Swifts . .. . . . .•... 62-12 A 
beat Buffaloes ... . ..... . 18-13 A 
lost to 0. Se lhornians • . l0-12 A 

Still to play:away in league: 
Old Selbo rn i;-)1 1 ~ , Police, H;;r~ 1 ton s , 
Transkei, _Cambrirlge; home - Swifts . 

The firr.t team has general ly 
played a very fine brand of rugby 
th is s.E .. :son as is reflected in th t'! 
re~ults t o rl8te. 1=owever~ these re­
sults are a bit misleading - only two 
of th''''E' garws has been played away 
[rom home. Rhode :-:. are knc"t-;-;-. £or 
their nccaiional in~xplicable col­
lapses away from home. 

The Border selectors Geem a t last 
to he paying due attentinr· t r the ' 
bril liunt foi-m of players sv.ch as Al 
Lawrence , Ally Weakly, our captain , 
Peter Reed and "Deadly" Done:'' an 
Neale--t-:.,y. Perhaps the "'' 1 '-'ckies t 
man in the Learn is Derek Ba.rtey whose 
outstanding fun11 goes unre'l:varde d. His 
storr.•irg try against Transkei P~en he 
barged over the lint:' ~.:ith a~ ! f·;1st 
four opponent s on his back springs tn 
;,·ind innnediate)y . Dave Sal:w , the 
third man in the loose trio wi th 
Weakley and Neale-May, h<os a l so im­
pressed through•.'Ut. 

Of the backs the mos t impres­
sive h:1ve been Al Laure~c~-' with his 
lightning fast touch line spt·iu 1. s th:it 
have ] ed to m;-~ny Lries and flyr.alf 
Ric h Kernic:k whos e kicking both ta c­
tical and for posts has held many 
sides at bay. 

One weakness amongst the backs 
has been th~ inability especially in 
the early sec::ion c f t he line to 
tack]c: effectiv•·ly. This was plai.n 
to see in th. t:: ?aris University game 
when Rhodes t..~ere several Limes rnn 
ragged. 

It has bet•r• enc~uraLing to see 
under 20's play ingl for the lst XV . 
Rob Claytcu, Vike Saad and against 
S . ifts, Le·.- Har-ty, h.:.nH~ Rll played 
well. 

Looking at the team l i>:ts shows 
one :3taxt·] ing fAature for a side do­
ing S< • ve 11. · .. we have gone throu gh a 
whole nest of thrE:.€f1 1.!. <.~.rtP.rs, the 
defensive c<>re , and yet we manage to 
s ettle down every garre! It's jus ~ 

about tim-':' vc won U·.e Border League so 
here's to the lst XV . Cood Luck! 
Nielen Locke has done everything h~ 
r..an R<?W you rrLu~~ '!.: give him and the rest 
of Rhodes the results. 

Resul ts of matche s aga inst other 
·uni vP.rsi tics: 
vs rariR 12-20 

· Freakes Cup vs OFS 0-20 
Ted Sceales Troph~ vs Pretoria 3-43 
Jntervarsi ty vs ''PE 12-42 
R~sul~- s of the :Curhan .tour: lost to 
1-<aritzbur g' Colle<;i an.<; 22-51 , lost to 
CO'ulbined M3ritzbnrg-Dt,rban V.:1 rsity 
7-1 6;_ bea ~ Junioc Clubs 24-12, beat 
Durb<ln P.igh Scho<>] Old Boys 33- 0 . 



Hockey 

MEN . . . . ... 

Rhodes Hen'Hockey has been on 
the up for t~~_e last few years and 
finally it seemed we \VOuld win some~­
thing this year when we stayed among 
the front runners until a fpw weeks 
back. 

Ur,fo rtunately the past is th e 
operative tense because a string~ 
of t~r ee successiv e Jefe~ts has put 
paid to a'ly chance '"e had of 'aking 
the cham,,ionships. The first of 
these l-·'< to Walmer: at home on 

~ ~ugust 25 was a very poor display 
on our part. It looked like the , 
season would end in tolal gloom but 
the few 'pectators ·who braved the 
icy wind on September 1 s nw Rhode.s 
w-in well (3-1 against Ramb1ers) in 
~ r ather poorly refereed game. Hece 
are R list of the available scores 
and scorers: 
RU ... 4 (Lee, v_an 

ling) 
Zyl, Johnson, Strim-

FE Mens ' ••. 1 

RU ... 0 
0 Grey .. ; 1 

R~ .. • 1 <::an Zyl) 
P1raLes .. . 0 

I 

IDJ • •• 3 (Strimling 2 , Lee) 
Ramblers .. • 2 

RU o . . l (Lt>e) 
Redhouse •.. O 

RU ... 2 (van Zyl, Strimling) 
UPE . . . 0 

RU . . . J (Stephenso'l) 
Uitenhage. o .1 

RU.o . (van Zyl, o~.,_ goal) 
l'itenhage . .• 0 

RU . .. l(S~ephenson) 
l'E ~1ens ' ..• 2 
RU . . . 1 (van Zyl) 
Walmer ... 4 

RU . .. 0 
Walrr•er . .. 1 
RU .. . 2 -
West1view ... 0 

lW • •• l (Thom:,o,nn) 
Pirates~ .. 2 
Ru . . . 3 (Stephenson , Donald, John-
son) . 
Ramblers . . . I 

St ars h~'._re been Clive Cannel­
Jan , Nanny van Zyl and ~eil Thom- __ 
son, ~ll of whom rcpresented _EP at 
the 1974 IntP.rpruvincial Tournament. 
Ge rald Strimling , Tim Shafer and 
Bruce Millen went tvith Clive on the 
EP U-21 side tn Cape Town ir, the se­
con d t~nn. 

The standard of hockey has been 
h ~ gh A.S is fJirrored in the good 
crowds seen at the home gar·u::s. 1-on­
sistetlCY has l1een lacking as has 
t~1e post of a full-time sport s un i on 
traine '". 

Some -~f the co:tduc t on the f; eld 
i1 as been unr.e ~ ·ess ary but on tOe wh.:; le 
it has been good . !·lark Hills has 
been managi.· tg Htt> side .>rd he has 
helped a Jot throur;lt his tmdy ing en·­
thusiastn. and sr:,_ooth wit. Maybe r1ext 
year we' 11 win b•J. t then only if we 
deserve to. Congratulations to 1974 
championa, Pirate~: .. 

WOMEN ... . 

The Women's 1st Hockey team has 
enjoyed a highly successful season in 
1974, marred only by the necessity of 
cancelling a number of games jn the 
second hci l f of the season Olling to 
~later logged grounds. The new venture 
of playing i n the Border League on a 
friendly basis has helped to bring out 
the pote1rtial of a talented side, as 
well as cteate a fine te~m spi ri t. 

Rhodeo ability to hold their own 
in the stronger competition of the 
Rorder league has been amply proved 
by the results, .the only ttJo losses 
so far both being at the hands of Old 
Selbornians, last year's l eague win­
ners. I n addition to matches in East 
London, Rhodes hav e also beaten UPE 
4-2 at intervarsity and the local Gr a­
hamstowD side 5-0. 

Undoubtedly the highlight on the 
season was the intervarsity compe ti­
tion held in Port Elizabeth. Rhodes, 
after losing their first match l-3 
to UCT, the eventual 1winners, im­
proved vith every performanc e to fin­
ish r:mners - up, having playe-d seven 
gaMes, won four , drawn two and l ost 
one. 

It was a fine t eam effort, but the 
outstanding play of Margie McGraw and 
May du Plessis in p<lrticu lar was noted 
by the selectors, and these two were 
chosen to play in the ?rotea Invitation 
team at the end of the tournament , 
Mary c'.u Plessis sub"equently gaining 
her full Protea colours when she 
played for- S.A. Varsities against the 
ITnited States in Joh ar;riesburg . 
Others, lik<' Karen de We t, Phillip-a 
Evans, Trish Fitz - who captained the 
side >lith rlistin~ion- Cheryl Maree 
and Gill Cowley played extremely well 
throug:Oout the tournament o The, Rhodes 
defe.nc<;' was superh, conceding only six 
goals in the-seven games, les s than 
any other .~ide. 

The 2nd and 3rd teams, playing in 
the local Grahamstown league, have 
acquitted themselves well so far this 
season, nnd the 2nd team i s well i n 
the running for the league title. 

Netball 
The netb~ll seas~n opened 

this year with Border trials 
in East London.. Leona Kemp 
was selected for the A side and 
travelled with the team to the 
interprovincial tournament in 
Stellenbosch in July . • 

The league in which Rhodes com­
petes is now alm0st complPted anU 
both the lsts and 2nds each have one 
outstanding f i x t ure. Both teal!lS are 
pas it ioned i n thP u·iddle of the log. 

The South African Universities 
t ournament wa:' held in Cape Town this 
year. Rhodes die! ciS .-ell ~s could 
be exp>'c ted and tj_ed for 6th place 
with RAU and UCT . 

Frien<llies have been played agains t 
"[C, P.J. Olivier and Port Alfred Wo­
man's Club , Tn fact, the Port Alfred 
Club have a lso been included in the 
interhouse <:ompeti ticn and have dona­
ted a floati ng t rophy that will he 
awarded ~c the winning hotis eo So faJ;,. 
Oppies haven't given anyone much of a 
~chance. 

The club toured Plettenberg Bay 
and George over- thel long weekend and 
held matclw s against the Civil Def,ence 
College and the George WomRr '~ s Club 

The netball Club ' s biggest s e t­
back t h is year was the R70 paid to­
wards a speeding fine issued to the 
b la.::k Rhodes h 1..!.S dri vet on one of 
t hei r trips t.o East London. ATI. ap­
peal has been,made to all clabs to 
help repay this dRbt an~ it is hop~d 
that they will help - theHe girls 
are desperate. 
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Apology 
We regre~ th e absence uf a repnrt 

on the soccer season. This is due t (1 

th e fact that :hey are doing a r eport 
.amongst themselves for our public.ati(Jn. 
What I can tell you is that they have 
won two (8-0 last Saturday) drawn , two 
but have los t the others . 
In our next issue early OctobPr th en• 
will b~ i_ri the sports section . . . 
* n report on the soccer club season 
* a look back on the rugby season's 

tail and jnterhouse. 
* c ri cket : l ast senson 's achievements, 

next season 's hopes. 
* rowi~g: an OtJtstanding season 
* athlet i cs aqd cross - coun try: this 

* tennis: Kingwill and co. 
and a profile on Nigel Hodder, new 
sports officer . 

Printed hy The Daily Dispatch, East 
London', on behalf of the Ed-dorial 
Boo.r"i, Rhod;,o, Rhodes University. 

) 

' 
~ ... 

Thanks 
I 'would like to express my sin­

cerest th anks to Wendy, fo r the man~ 
hours of typing, to Duncan_ for taking 
charge of layou t , to Pet e Richer fol:: 
sub-editing and laycut, and to Anne 
Sacks and Marion \oJhitehead for devo:. 
ting their weekend in assisting with 
product ion. L.D. 
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