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Bibtherhood of Bre'ca'ih"'_"_;ff'.‘ ;

SAJATL

ENSEMB[E

",-, From Malcolm Lawson .

7 LONDON — Chm McGtegors Bmtherhood of"_‘

S TR h
;axes, flute. comet. teq

" mor- horn .and; tromw

Breath,. a progresswa jaxx ensemble qulto

~unlike any other in Europe. has ‘played to a

Queen Elizabeth Ha!l

“macek.- ;" - -

“Dudu

. -bone). embrmdered_ on a

ground - of . two.; double
basses . (Harry Miller
“and’ Johnny Dyanl)
““would have pleased Jan

T E

J’ohnny Dyam came over
from Denmnrk. “where

“ he now ' lives, to rejoin
“his® South African. col-

. leaguo for this concert,

~and: may: yet- return to
C.Britain.> . o

Pukwana was as
“ebullient as ever oz-alto
sax, ;- occasionally

“ 2 breaking "o ffiic. give
.= some shrieking mter)ec-
large audience of devoied fans . m London ket

tions cn ‘a referee's
'...wh:.-.tle. It . is. Pukwana

who gives the® band . its

: Eleven outstanding . 3

yet mlyaculously ‘held

.. together by 'Chris’
- McGregor “at _ the key-

‘.1 board.

‘Which is why the name.
is so ap--.."

*brotherhood’ |
“propriate for the Port
7" Elizabeth ° pianist/com-
- - poser’s band. Only two
.« items made - .up their
programme, each ldsting
about an hour.
The second half comprised
~ a suite called God is a

Consuming ~Fire ' by
McGregor, which was
given its first perfor-
‘mance.- The first half of
the concert was saved
at the very last moment
by an American drum.

-
.. -strumentalists (three-of-
7. . the five South Africans '
.- in it are Black).,.qach :
:: capable of inspired and -
sustained sole invention,

.- were given enormous in-

- “dividual freedom ' and’

.mer.
_whc  had never before
"played . wifh "the

Brotherhood. .

Baﬁ-y-j .}!‘ths.'chﬁl :

The .band's -ace _-ﬂrufpmer E
Louis Mokolo “(of Port -

‘Elizabeth) was delayed,

~~ and as percussive
and Altschul .was taken . -

from the - audience’ so °

start.

that “the ‘concert could

He managed rcmarkablr %

well, but:the: true cha- -

“racter-of~ the “band

" -emerged only when Mo-

holo was able to take
part after the interval,
Only three of the ﬁve
. sections ‘of .the- suite
Our God is a Consummg

dlsunct],v ‘Afro accent.

Chns McGregor . probably-

.plays more notes:in an

"% evening’s” music than

any - piauist” on “earth,
most of them  clustered
“as
Bartok could ever want.
" It'was.good to hear him
-playing a true concert
piano for a change. He
- frequently has to put up
-j ‘with - third-rate ‘pianos,
doing gigs ‘elsewhere.

_The Brotherhood - will - be

recording Our God is'a
Consuming .Fire - later
_ this year, and South Af-
,Tica will at least_be able
to hear it that way.s .

..An album ‘to be. released

Fire were in fact

{\)laycd but as with all -
TcGregor's work, it had -
. an extraordinary cumus- -

lative effect, rising to
climaxes Bruckner
- would have envied. -

The irridescent textures of

the wind sounds (five

It will

before-then is their me-
- morial to their brilliant
.young Black South Afri-
can trumpeter: Mongezi

- Feza, who died so. trag-

ically - just before - last
‘ Lhnstmas r

be called Blue
Nutes far Mongezi.
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