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Dear SBheila,

Fravt teole me abowt BILD s going whaen 1T gobt back from the Bethel
Climic on Tuesday night. Thank yvou for lething wus know o
pecmpt Ly, I Ll have the copy of his awtobiography with me and
alt bhat apart from the chapters he weote after his retwn from
salyy e had not done himseld Jjustioes. Tt will take time to
what his real significance has been in 86 church history.
gl y bedng the fiest 56 born bishop, & fact on which the press
Mas selsed with stwltifying condescension, i not in itseld all
that sigrificant. Muoch more remarkable is how he responded to
God ‘s leading throwghowt his lite from ite spiritually improbable
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Bowo many, like owselves., Again and again Bill seems to
have bean put dinto a position, then grown into it so that be and
the position were transtormed.,

Eover wirce T stood in awse of yvou as the SCA travelling secrelary
{ "SBhe that cometh... ) it came as & great swrprise Lo discover
that yvouwr father disapperoved of both priests and schoolmasters

‘parasites . Was he that much of an auwto-didact? He clearly was
a better Jjudge of bulls than Bills. Iothought that Bill s olose

i atdon with Guy Butler must bhave won him some credit in that
part of bhe world, but possibly poets, who usually are a part of

‘elerisy y waere only a superior species of parasite.

e of my first encounters was playing tennis at 8L Pawl “s when
an bhe Pete BSampras of the Dunlop Maxply he was firing aces &t
Wwise  This was awesome enough, but his extra ten years stretohed
the gap between ws still further, and made him about five student
ganerations older. Was he always older than his years?
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Yaars later we served together on the S0 (EMW) National

Cioamend bbaa.  This browght me dnto contact with Bob Labawen,  anobber
staunch senior friend. 6 good deal of ow agenda in those days
sammad to be concerned with Western Cape orthodosy compared with
thae chaetic pluwalism of Matal. I bble micele of all this cams
Mi s election to Bloemfonbtein. Apart from the single comntact at
kFanton, (‘We walk straight so you'd betlte 2l ot of the way
arcl bhe wonderful time fishing from youwr father s dinghy) we dicd
ot hear mueh abowt youwr Bloem activities until its swrperising
@y blat dnstead of ascending the episcopal ladder, Bill took
Cled sk promotion’ by becoming the General Becretary of the
fledgling B8ACC. FPresbyterians suspect that the episcopate has
ite originsg in controalling the money supply and this post set
Bill wall om the way to some high post in the b Vi
goamen il cal Dur@aucr acy . (R4 shop Warnd of London was alledged to
Mave grumbled that the trouwble with bthe WOO was that it bad “too
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much German bheology, too ouch American money and too much Dutoh
b @aticracy

T know that later Bill did nobt rate his work at the SACC very
Fighly. Im retrospect, he Jjudged it had bern based on the weong
amsumpbtions: as if the strongholds of aparthedd could be cast
clovwn apart from Thw Hm1y Bpirit. Perbaps the "Message to the
paople of Soubth @pitomired this fubility., We weoked on
clhi soussions and s ofor for & long time. Unequal yoking with
the Chedistian Institute which had access to more external funds,
and corresprdingly was more subject to edternal pressuwres setting
el @y unqunnmrud tearsion wibth bthe SA0CC which was afbter all,
was mominally the representative of the whuwrhmm but whose

shitusency hardly supported Dt enbhusl as Bill showed
me & WOO document on r"dc.vwm., the latest & ~.»|'11€‘H"1 in sins, that
sammned Lo reguire a resp Afber maming racism as the sin of
e biomes, the dmvummnl then made certain suwggestions about Mow
it omight be combatted, While the sin named might be siogmmy hhe
arnalyeis and remady were Marxist: ‘one size fits all’.  Mach to
Ghair chagreing Rednbold Niebube Lumped Liberals and Marsistes
together as being two speoc of wtopians: the one "hard-shell ",
the obther ‘soft-shell . Jesuws did Likewise when he lumped
Ihnr1"”'# anc Merodiarms together as "hypoorites’ . (We dom 't

i huw nt:w L 8 tl"m family lik s ooof sinners s, and will
peemis ] ance ahwaen his mortal sin and my
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that after takng so mueh time and
troukle in a statement, in the end, such an
domportant prnnuun(umunt aw b ‘Mewssage " selt oult to be shouwld
have besn left to three of us (the other two were Ben
Erglebrecht, then editor of "Fro Veritate ' and Johno Davies, then
Wits Anglican chaplain). The threse soon became oned Jobn wrote
#ofimal deadt.  Bingle awthorship meant & prophetic trumpet
Father thamn a committee playing tissue paper and comb.

Tey me dt
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Clearly the o sedpbion of aparthelcd as a heroes slhung John
Varster, the Feimne Minister, and in his surly and bullying
mannear, he warned clergy not to meedle in politics. Bill
realized that a shouting matoh would get nowhere: the churches
would have to formwlate ‘orthopracy’ as well ‘orthodoxy . 8o
SRROCHE was bormn. Thus more than 20 yvears ago uwnder Bill's
leadership, six teams were mobilized and the firest drafte
wredbtern., By 1976, the S600 had largely come to reflected the
moof the black majority, which is why s0 many white
Ghristians suspected so much of its work.

othimk Bil)l realized his powsrlessness as General Secretary,
@ven if he attributed that powerlessness Lo structuwral defects in
the SO0 rather than to the lack in his own spiritual life of the
Bpdrit infillinmg. The move to Grahamstown offered & more
feomfortable existences to be in the centre of powsr dn one
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church as bishop of & dicocesss was easier than being marginal ized
By blgem all. Bubt Barcohester was not to be for long.

For me the greatest change in Bill after his new axperience of
the Bpdrit was perseonal , yet because b deslt &t sueh depths dn
Fim, it affected everything @lse he did in the aluaroh struotures
in which he lived, moved and had his beding.  Mis dntimidating
Fautauwr gave way to a mew guality of authority which becauss
graciows odid not oppress with superiority.  He had mnew warmthg
st boof cynical wit, gernuing bumowr with himseld often its
Bkt At the Durban Congress omn Mission and BEvangel ism (at whiach
I had been appointed officially as one of the four ‘prophets’ ) [
found him praying one morning in the chapel and asked him to pray
with me and for me becauwse ['d reached the end of my tether: Lo
e woheduled to speak at & certain time, to be under orders not
to prepare before hand, but to listern to what the Lord might say
churimeg the congress was terrifying to someons still concerned
about the image he projected. (We are formed to reflect the
image of God and we worry about bthe dmage we are projecting of
(wIn Fow absuwrd can we get?™)  But T wept, and he comforted
arcel welerels Me put Mis arms acound me - something T ocowld
mever have dmagined happening before: perhaps we were bobth
charnging: he to reach out and me to receidive bodily. It is an
almost sacramental memory: "My body for yvou’.)

I alaso recall an evening at Blishopsbowrne whare when Fatricla was
strugagling to find some explanation of what had been happening to
e Cwas this really the Spirit abt work in & new way?’) he
called me over and asked me to Join him in praying for her.

s hranslation to Capetown.  Onece again all
the drrelevant mnonsense of “the fFirst 54 born Archbishop ', while

3 5 G B owhe wera not Snglicans wondered 14 the @lectoral
college knew what it was doing, but were delighted that they had

wert Leel bhat way. Here was new hope that his church might take
Lord s priority of unity in & new way and be freed from the
traditions that kept ws apart and samctified into authentically
Fesly Living.

Then ‘all too soomn’ b

I the pa couplae of years I bhave reacd the biographies of

1 Ramsey and Robert Runcie. Both suggest that the position
i dmpossil]e aoof bhe multitude of conflicting
@ paetations., comumbrer of times he die expected Lo Tsay
sonething * almost guarantees that what he (or his chaplaing)
cobible together canmobt be prophetic.  The world bonows hio as
org of thelr own so he cannot be too disturbing unlass he g
Meretically., Then it cheers with relief that docteine does
raally matber as long as we are all Jolly good fellows.

Megad ry Mowever muoch bis actions as archbishop may have disguieted
el and world, mnothing he did in his tenure was as disturbing
as Mis decision to retire early to ‘do the proper work of &




Weream “t bhe ceremonial oocasions bthe real work of &
Dicd the office mnot make him the principal cowtier who

tlear aver bhose with real powee?
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Yt spiritual power increased, ecclesiastical power seemed Lo

chiomed moi sy His spell at the SA0C had introduced hin to structural

goumanicitys released from the archbishopric he seemed to have

Lad a mew spiritual ecumenicity: “anyone who dis of the truth,

Al My vodoe . Tt is omnly too easy to wax sentimental over

spdrdtual o wmity  and aveoild the awkward implications of the

ircarnation, some of which are structural . But bhe never did

thd . Tt seemns to me that his last strugole showed how seriously

he took the challenge to the institutions of the chuwrochs its

cloctrine, its ste anc above &ll ite prachtices I hope

that the letters to the chuwoeh he sent out from time to time,

will be published together as a volume so that they will be
wilsle as a whole.

We came Lo youw in Grahamstown because we were youwr friends, and
ware odistressed at what seemed to us o be attemplts Lo snsure
that whi Bill bhad recedved would not be transmittedr: the reverse
of Faul ‘s passing om to the church at Corinth what he had

racei ved from the Lord. We wanted to pray with youw and for you.
Yat wo oftern this desire to be blessing flowed the other wayr we
@ived from you. For that we were very grateful.
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Tt was painful to see how frail be had become when we saw him
@arlier in the year, and even more oist rg to learn that he
was mo longer able to read sasily or to celebrate. The pealmist
prays that the Lord will not leave him in old age, and we 're
beaginming to understand something of why he should pray like
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You will be suwreounded with well-wishers, comforters and skilled
advisers: the only counsel | would offer (unashked) is that you do
moething in o a hueey.s Move only when you arae suwee that the pillar
ard clowd beckon you el sewhera.

Maarnwhile we shall pray for you and yours, and do so with Joy and
thanksgivimg for a life that so signally enriched we., We shall
pray above all that your strength may be renewsd so that indeed
vou will walk and not faint.

Witk Love amd thanks,
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