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BROTHERHOOD OF 

~~, f ...... .... 
pE BroUlerhood 'Dr ' Breath's 

concan at London's Queen 
Elizabeth ·Hall ' Illst Wednesday 
was not, by - their own high 
standards, one of their most 
luccess'u' gigs, ' But the" they 
had much to contend with -
new materia', in the s hape of, 

- Chris McCregor's suite "Our 
Cod II A Consuming Fire,'" 
a "ather sp.u"'Se audience, the: 
stiff f'ormallty or South _ Sank' 
archlteclu re and a drummer 
who d ld ,,'t shO\llll' until aI'llr t.h,e 
Interval , 

Lou is Mahala's wlf. had been 
taken III, so the Bl"Otherhood 's . 
driving (-o rce couldn't mak e the 
firs t. h .. " of t he progra mme, 

Fortunately, Anthony Brax­
ton's drummer Sarry Al t sc:hul 
""u in town an d ag s'eed to l ito' 
'n, t :, u~ n .. ing· th e band 

some embarrassment. However, 
Altschwl. who has spociallse d 
In more cerebal form' of jazz 
(a' with PAul 8Jey, Circle etc), 
seemed reluctalJt to apply the 
""cuUr), muscle to get~ the 
Brotherhood off the gr"Ound and 
the nrst h,lIIr wu consequently 
uneven In_ qU<Iolity. 
• Part two was another matter 
altogethe,., however, a5 tke 
new, impl'Oved Brot h erhood 
toolt the stage - Chris McGre­
riiii- (p la no) , ' Harry Mllle:r: and 
Johnny D),a"1 (buses>, .Hoholo 
(drums), pudu Pulfwa"a (alto 
~.). EltOn Dean (alto, 5axello.). 
Mike Oliborne blto clari ne t) • 

. .Evan Parker ","(hnor). Joachim . 
Va" der Grant (barhone, flute), 
Mark Charig (coJ'"et, tenor 
horn) and R .. du H<lff. ttI (tI"om­
bone) , 

Any dls·appointment ftlt in 
the . first - half wu more than 
compensated ' for the ' moment 
M~olo got behind the drums . 

Resis ting the temptation to 
I"ack · ~ut In traditional kwela 
fashion until the fina' mom­
ents, the Brotherhood stretched 
out In a long series 01 inter­
related themes, solos and duets. 
I always enjoy h eari ng ' Evan 
p;a rker play melodically, and 
h is lola, work ing r,.~m reserved 
beg innings stu.dlly out into the 
unknown where to. WI'IS ev e n-

, tually Joined by Hike Osborne, 
was remerlca.ble , Thel"e'l 
som elhlng stra"gely r_ssurln~ 
about free music played 0" '''P. 
Df Convention_, rhythms_ 

Th . highlight of the w~ole 
show , however. was a stunning 
bass duet belwe en Harrv ' Miller 
and J a tonny Oyan l , pu"ctuated 
by snare explolions from the 
mlghtl), Moh%. , '. ;f ~ _ 
. South Bank, ,.iob~ ,:,,h~..rul.d 

out the ' possibility of an en­
core by turning up the hous e­
lig hts while th e b .... d w e re stili 
playing, ",hich was • dra.g . . I 
could haVe - lI.tened a t ' least a 
coupl. · of hours lon~ge ", WOlJ/d 
that they had ·hit that gr lve 
earlier. - STEVE LAKE . 
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