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ACURESo TO ki STULULENTS - 11 FEBRUARY 1987

AS VICE-CHANCELLOR AND A FELLOW RHODIAN IT IS MY PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE
TC WELCOME YOU FORMALLY, BOTH TO THE ORIENTATION PROGRAMME, AND ALSO

TO THE UNIVERSITY AS A WHOLE. ON THIS OCCASION L DO SO WITH A CERTAIN
SENSE OF MOSTALGIA, FOR EXACTLY 40U YEARS AGO I TOO WAS ENTERING RHODES,
AS A SOMEWHAT APPREHENSIVE FRESHMAN, WONDERIMG WHAT LAY IN STORE FOR
ME, AND BUSY TRYING TO ESTABLISH HOW EVERYTHING FITTED TOGETHER. I
THEREFORE HAVE SOME FELLOW FEELING WITH YOU. I CAN STILL RECALL THE
MIXTURE OF EXCITEMENT AND NEKRVOUSNESS I EXPERIENCED, AS ONE'S FIRST
~“LANCE OF RHODES CAME INTO VIEW FROM THE TRAIN WINDING ITS WAY DOWN
~NEST HILL. You WILL DISCOVER HOW, IN AN AMAZINGLY SHORT TIME. IT ALL
MAKES SENSE., AND YOU ARE ABLE TO ENTER FULLY INTO THE SPIRIT OF RHODES.

no

IT IS ALSO A PLEASURE TO NOTE THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY PARENTS HERE
THIS AFTERNOON. IT IS IHDEED A MARK OF YOUR CONCERN FOR YOUR SON OR
~wAUGHTER FOR YOU TO HAVE TAKEN THE TROUBLE TO HAVE ACCOMPANIED HIM OR
HER IN WHAT FOR MANY WILL BE THE FIRST SUSTAINED PERIOD AWAY FROM THE

FAMILIARITIES OF HOME AND THE PLACES AND PEOPLE TO WHICH THEY ARE
ACCUSTOMED. I AM SURE THAT THEY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT. IT IS TO BE
HOPED THAT RHODES WILL LIVE UP TO YOUR AND THEIR EXPECTATIONS, AT

LEAST TO A GOOD MEASURE.

AS NEW STUDENTS YOU HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO ARRIVE A FEW DAYS EARLIER
THAN RETURNERS. USE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCLIMATISE YOURSELVES TO YOUR
NEW SURROUNDINGS, ASK QUESTIONS, GAIN INFORMATION, CONSIDER YOUR
OPTIONS IN ORDER TO IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF MAKING A SUCCESS OF THAT
VITAL FIRST YEAR, DURING WHICH YOU HAVE TO MAKE SO MANY ADJUSTMENTS

FROM WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE.



OEIZE THE OPPORTUMITY TO ACCOMPLISH THIS BEFORE YOU ARE DISTRACTED BY
SENIOR STUDENTS WHO KNOW, OR IMAGINE THEY KNOW, ALL THAT THERE IS TO
BE LEARNT ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY.

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE AND CONTRIBUTORS HAVE PRESENTED YGU WITH AN
IMAGINATIVE AND WIDE-RANGING PROGRAMME, THE DETAILS OF WHICH ARE IN
THE BROCHURE. IHE BEST WAY IN WHICH YOU CAN SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION OF
THEIR EFFORTS IS TO PARTICIPATE AS ENTHUSIASTICALLY AS YOU CAN.

OOME OF YOU, PROBABLY THE MAJORITY, HAVE FIRM IDEAS ABOUT YOUR COURSE
NF STUDY. OTHERS ARE NOT SO CERTAIN, ESPECIALLY IF THE SUBJECTS YOU
‘EAVE IN MIND ARE NOT A CONTINUATION OF WHAT YOU EXPERIENCED AT
SCHOOL. INTRODUCTORY TALKS FROM ANTHROPOLOGY TO ZOOLOGY HAVE BEEN
ARRANGED. UO TO SOME OF THEM. EVEN IF YOUR MIND IS ALREADY MADE UP

YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPCRTUNITY TO APPRECIATE WHAT A VARIEGATED PLACE A
UNIVERSITY IS, AND TO GAIN SOME INKLING OF WHAT YOUR FRIENDS ARE

~ TUDYING.

EXERCISE SOME COMMON SENSE AS WELL. IF, FOR EXAMPLE, YOU HAVE A
FIXATION ON A SCIENCE DEGREE, BUT ONLY MANAGED TO COLLECT E-SYMBOLS IN
MATRIC MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE OR BIOLOGY, REVIEW YOUR
INTENTIONS NOW., BEFORE YOU EMBARK ON A YEAR WHICH COULD TURN OUT TO BE
DISASTER. EVEN MORE DRAMATICALLY, EACH YEAR SOME DOZEN TO TWENTY OUT
OF THE 800 10 900 ARRIVALS DECIDE WITHIN THE FIRST COUPLE OF WEEKS
THAT IT HAS ALL BEEN A GHASTLY MISTAKE COMING HERE. IF YOU COME TO
THIS DRASTIC DECISION, DO NOT FEEL GUILTY OR ASHAMED. LT IS BETTER TO
GRASP THE NETTLE THAN TO SPEND A YEAR IN FRUSTRATION.

CH



(Sn]

TAKE ADVANTAGE ALSO OF FINDING OUT ABOUT THE LIBRARY, THE ACADEMIC
OKILLS PROGRAMME, THE SANATORIUM, SPORT FACILITIES, SOCIETIES, KAG

ETC. LTS ALL THERE IN THE PROGRAMME.

BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE IMPLICATIONS OF URIENTATION WEEK THERE IS OF
COURSE YOUR FIRST YEAR OF STUDY AND AFTER THAT THE REST OF YOUR STAY
AT RHODES. WHAT SORT OF A UNIVERSITY IS RHODES AND WHAT SORT OF PLACE
IS GRAHAMSTOWN? ONE OF THEIR MOST OBVIOUS CHARACTERISTICS IS THAT
BOTH ARE SMALL IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY
CITIES. WE BELIEVE THAT ON THE WHOLE THIS IS A VERY GREAT ADVANTAGE,
ROTH SOCIALLY AND ACADEMICALLY. "SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL" IS MORE THAN A
SLOGAN HERE: IT IS A WAY OF LIFE. YOU WILL NOT FEEL OPPRESSED AND
OVERWHELMED, LIKE AN INSIGNIFICANT COG IN A VERY LARGE MACHINE.
CLASSES ARE SMALL, ESPECIALLY TUTORIALS., RESIDENCES ARE SMALL, AND SO

YOUR PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION REALLY DOES COUNT FOR SOMETHING. BECAUSE
EVERYBODY LIVES ON OR WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF THE CAMPUS, WE ARE VERY
—UCH A 24-HOUR COMMUNITY AND NOT A NINE-TO-FIVE KNOWLEDGE FACTORY.

LET US CONSIDER BRIEFLY SOME STATISTICS. RHODES HAS OF THE ORDER OF

I 000 STAFF MEMBERS OF WHOM ABOUT 260 ARE ACADEMICS AND RESEARCHERS.
THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 3 000 FULL TIME STUDENTS IN GRAHAMSTOWN WHICH
MAKES IT I/5 To 1/3 THE SIZE OF SOME OF THE ALTERNATIVES YOU COULD
HAVE CHOSEN. THE STUDENTS COME FROM ALL OVER SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE
WIDE SPECTRUM OF GEOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS OF THE PEOPLE YOU
WILL MEET IS SOMETHING OF AN EDUCATION IN ITSELF. AT KHODES ONLY
ABOUT /% OF THE STUDENT BODY ARE "HOMETOWN BOYS AND GIRLS".
APPROXIMATELY I/3 HAIL FROM THE EASTERN CAPE. THE REST COME FROM ALL
OVER THE SUBCONTINENT, WITH A PARTICULARLY STRONG CONTINGENT FROM THE
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TRANSVAAL. CONTRAST THIS WITH THE SITUATION AT THE LARGER UMNIVERSITIES.
IN THESE CASES /5-90% COME FROM THE IMMEDIATE METROPOLITAMN AREA, AND
TEND TO BE COMMUTERS WHO LIVE AT HOME. [HESE VERY FACTS MAY BE AMONGST

THE REASONS WHY YOU CHCSE TO COME TO RHODES.

WHAT ABOUT URAHAMSTOWN ITSELF, THIS SOMEWHAT ISOLATED AND PROUD LITTLE
CITY? LF YOU ARE SEEING GRAHAMSTOWN FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1987 IT IS
RATHER HARD TO IMAGINE THAT FOR A GOOD PORTION OF THE IYTH CENTURY IT
WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNITY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AFTER CAPE TOWN.

A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF SOUTH AFRICAN HISTCRY OF THE LAST CENTURY WAS
FNACTED HERE IN THE EASTERN CAPE. PEOPLE IN GRAHAMSTOWN TEND TO BE
VERY HISTORICALLY MINDED, AND IN SOME WAYS IT COULD STILL BE DESCRIBED
AS A I9TH CENTURY COMMUNITY, AS WITNESS THE HIGH PROFILE ENJOYED BY
DONKEY CARTS AND STEAM ENGINES. WHEN YOU HEAR TALK OF THE SIXTIES OR

SEVENTIES, IT IS NOT NECESSARILY ABOUT THE IS60's or I970's BUT QUITE
POSSIBLY ABOUT THE I860's oR I8/0's. You WILL FIND BUILDINGS BOTH ON
~AE CAMPUS AND IN THE CITY THAT DATE BACK I70 YEARS. AS IS QUITE
PROPER THERE IS A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF INTERESTING MUSEUMS HERE.,
WHICH ARE WELL WORTH YOUR WHILE EXPLORING. INDEED, SOME GRAHAMSTOWN-
WATCHERS HAVE EVEN GONE SO FAR TO IMPLY THAT THE WHOLE PLACE IS A BIG
OPEN-AIR MUSEUM. BE THAT AS IT MAY, STUDENTS SOMETIMES TEND TO FORGET
THAT THERE IS SENTIENT HUMAN EXISTENCE OUTSIDE THE CONFINES OF THE
CAMPUS, AND THAT CITIZENS AS WELL AS STUDENTS HAVE THEIR RIGHTS. IT
IS ESPECIALLY EASY TO FORGET THIS AT RAG OR LINTERVARSITY OR AFTER YOU
HAVE CELEBRATED A BIRTHDAY OR OTHER IMPORTANT OCCASION IN YOUR LIFE.

THE ONE DISADVANTAGE OF SMALLNESS, BOTH OF UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY,
IS THAT IT IS TOO FATALLY EASY TO FIND YOURSELF DISPLAYING A HIGH



PROFILE. FOR THIS KEASON WHATEVEK KEPUTATIGN RHUDES MAY HAVE FOR A
HYPERTHYROLD SOCIAL LIFE, INCLUULNG TOU CLGSE AN ACGUAINTANCE WiTH
ALCOHOL, IS FAR FROM BELNG ENTIRELY JUSTIFIED. 4if YOU LLIVE IN nILLBRUW
Ok SEAPOINT YOU HAVE TO DO SUMETHING KEALLY bIZARKE TU bE WOTICEL AT
ALL. HEKE EVEN MILDLY EXTRAVAGANT BEHAVIOUK IS HIGHLY VISIbLE, AND
LIKELY TG FIND ITS WAY INTU PkinNT, PAKTICULARLY AS LT IS ORIST FOR THE
MILL TG ALL THE ASPIRANT INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS WHOM ONE FINDS SO

THICK ON THE GKOUND AT KHODES.

WHEN ALL THAT IS SAlD, WE AxE HONETHELcSS DEEPLY CUNCERNEU ABOUT THE
ABUSE OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER FORMS OF ANTISGCLIAL BEHAVIOuR. SUCH AS
EXCESSIVE NOISE, EXPERIMENTS WiTH PRESCRIBED NARCOTLC SUBSTANCES AND

IWRESPONSIBLE DRIVING.

LU
ANYUNE WHO HAS BEEN VICE-UHANCELLOR OF A UNIVERSITY FOR OVEK LU YEARS,
AS 1 HAVE, EXPERIENCES SU MUCh OF HUMAN FUIbLES AND HUMAN TKRAGEDIES
~AAT HE TENDS TO BECOME CASE-HARDENED. UNE THING L CAN NEVER BECUME
CASE-HARDEWNED ABOUT IS THE PALNFUL DUTY OF WRITING LETTERS OF
CONDULEWNCE TO PARENTS CONCERNING CAR ACCIDENT VICTIMS. WE AT nHOUDES
HAVE HAD SOME HOKKENLOUS ACCILENTS IWN KECENT YEARS. 1N NEARLY ALL UF
THEM THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL HAS BEEN A KEY ELEMENT. LF YOU HUST DRINK.,
THEN NEITHER DKiVE, NCOrR Bt DKLIVEN BY SUMEBODY WhO HAS BEEN DRINKING.
AS FEW AS O BEEKS OR O GLASSES GF WINE CAN TAKE YOU BEYCND THE POINT
WHERE YOU ARE A MENACE TO YOURSELFs YUUR PASSENGERS AibL UTHEx USERS GF
THE HIGHWAYS. FHONE A FRIEND OK YUUR WARDEN. IHEY wWlLL GLADLY ARRANGE
TKANSPCRT RATHEK THAW HAVE YUU RISK YUUR NetCK. HKATHER RISK SOME
TEMPORARY EMBAKASSMENT THAN PUT YOUR LIFE ON THE LINE. LF THINGS 6O
ON AS THEY HAVE BEEN AT LEAST ONWNE STULENT PRESEN] HEKE THIS AFTERNOON
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MAY NOT MAKEL 1T INTO SECOGND YEAx, NOT BECAUSE HE FAILED HIS EXAMS, bul
bECAUSE HE ENDED UP AS A RUmL ACCIDENT STATLSTLC. [iAKE SUKE IT ISN'T

Yul.

IHE RECONCILIATIOW OF YUUK UbLIGATION TU STUUY WLITH ALL THE OTHER
CONFLICTING CLAIMS OW YOUR TIME AND ATTENTION IS WOT AN EASY TASK,
PARTICULARLY WHEN YOU HAVE TU WORK IT UUT FOR YOURSELF. YOU WILL NOT
BE PKOGKAMMED, AS YOU WEKE AT SCHOOL. YOU ARE NOW A STUDENT, NOT A
PUPIL. YOU MUST SET YGUR OWN STUDY PATTERNS AND OVERCUME THE
DIFFLCULTIES. YOU WILL NOT FIND SOMEBODY BREATHING LOWN YOUx NECK
“VERY DAY REGULATING YOUR LIFE. JYOU ARE EXPECTED TU CUPE. HELP IS
?EERE FOR THE ASKING = FROM THE OTUDENT ADVISEK, THE ACADEMIC OKILLS
FROGRAMME, LECTUREKS, HEADS UF UDEPARTHMENTS OR ULEANS, THESE AUGUST
GENTLEMENT ON THE PLATFURM WITH ME. BY ANU LARGE, HOWEVER, THE

dx
INITIATIVE LIES WITH YOU. LT IS A HARD AND DEMANDING THING TU LEARN,
bUT YOU WILL NEVEK BE A MATUKRE ADULT UNLESS YOU DO, AND YOU WILL BE OF
«I{TTLE USE TO YOURSELF OR ANYBGDY ELSE. ifF YOU CANNOT GRGANISE YOQURSELF

YOU WILL NEVER BE AELE TC ORGANISE ANYTHING ELSE.

WHAT 1 HAVE SAID DCES NOT IMPLY THAT THERE IS NO AUTHORITY EXERCISED
OVER YOU. FAk FRGM IT, BUT THAT AUTHORITY TENDS TO BE INDIRECT AND
SOMETIMES A LITTLE DELAYED. WE PAY YUU ThE COMPLIMENT OF ACCORDIKG
YOU SUFFICIENT FREELONM OF ACTIUN Tu PRUVE YOUKSELF. UF COURSE, THE
DAY OF RECKONING CANNOT bE PUT OFF FOREVER. WE DO INSIST ON CERTALN
MODEST MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS, SUCH AS THAT YOU PASS AT LEAST ITwWU OF THE
FOUR Ok F1IVE SUBJECTS YOU MIGHT bE STUDYING, AND THAT YOU CUNDUCT
YOURSELF SUCH AS NOT TO INTERFERE WITH OTHEK PEUPLE'S RIGHTS AND
COMFCRTS AND THEIR ENDEAVOURS TO STUDY, AND THUS DISRUPT COMMUNITY



LIFE. 4f YOU CANNOT RECONCILE YOURSELVES TU THESE GKUUNWD RULES. THEN
EITHER YGU, OK PERHAPS Wk, MNIGnT DECIDE ThAT KHUDES AFTer ALL IS NOT
THE PLACE FUR YOU. AT THE END OF EACH YEAR SOME 1bu-ioU AKE NOT
INVITED TO RENEW THEIR REGISTRATLIUWNS THE FOULLUWING YEAK. UTHERS LEAVE

OF THEIR OWN ACCUnD.

iHIS QUESTION OF THE RL6HTS GF OTHEKS AWD GF RESPELT FUK ThE CGMMUNITY
LIFE OF THE INSTITUTION IS OF PAKTICULAR RELEVANCE TO THE KELATIGNSHIP
UF STUUENTS AND PGLLTICS. IHERE AKE THOSE WHO HULU THAT STUDENTS
SHOULL CONCENTRATE GN THEIR STUDIES, AND OWNLY TAKE A MILD, IF ANY,
TWTEREST IN POLITICS. IHESE VERY SAME PEOPLE NO DOUbT ALSU SAY "KEEP
POLITICS OUT OF RELIGION™ OR OUT OF SPORT. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS
THAT STUDENTS AKE GOING TO CONCERN TmEMSELVES WITH PGLITICS. SOME OF

THEM VERY DEEPLY. 1T IS ONE THING TO SAY THAT POLITICS CANNOT BE KEPT

44
OUT OF UNIVERSITY LIFE, AND QUITE ANOTHER TO INTERFERE WITH THE K1GHTS
OF OTHERS TO IGNORE OR DISAGKEE WITH YUUR PARTICULAx CORCEPT OF
~JLITICS, OR THEIR RIGHTS TO PUKSUE THEIR STUDIES WITHOUT CUERCION,
MOLESTATION OR DISTURBANCE. THE ESSENCE OF A UNIVERSITY 1S THAT
INQUIRY AND DEBATE SHOULL BE CUNDUCTED IN A CALM, DISPASSIONATE,
KATIONAL AND TOLERANT MANNEK. ALL POINTS OF VIEW NMUST BE ACCOKDED A
HEARING, AND SPEAKERS, WHETHER MEMBERS OR DULY INVITED VISITOKS.,
TREATED WITH DIGNITY.

L AM WELL AWAKE THAT THEKE ARt THOSE wHG ARGUE THAT., SINCE THE STATE
OR POSSIBLY OTHER PARTIES OVER WHUM THE UNIVEKRSITY HAS NO AUTHURITY,
SEEK TO PREVENT CERTAIN VIEWS BELNG EXPKRESSED UK PEUPLL BEING HEAKD.,
THEY ARE JUSTIFIED IN DOING THE SAME. LN THE FOUKMER CASE, SINCE THE

UNLIVERSITY HAS NU JUKISUICTIOUN, IT CAWNNUT EFFECTLVELY ACCUMPLISH NUCH
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MOKE THAN VIGOKOUS PROTEST. LN THE LATTER CASE., WHERE MEMBERS GF THE
UNLVERSITY ARE CONCERNED, IT hAS WIDEw OPTIUNS. LT CAwn, FIRSTLY,
ENDEAVOUK TO PERSUAULE SUCH PEUPLE THAT THEIR PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTIOUN
RUNS COUNTER TO THE INHERENT NATURE OF A UNIVERSLITY. L1F, HOWEVEK,
THEY ARE NOT MOVED bY THIS AKGUMENT THERE AKE TWO POSSIBLE OUTCUMES:
EITHER THE UNIVEKSITY ACWUIESCES. AND THEKEDY CEASES Tu bt A PROPER
UNIVERSLTY BUT RATHER A TRAINING INSTITUTION WHEKE CERTAIN VIEWS ArE
TABGO: OK ELSE IT TAKES ACTIGi. WLTH GREAT CARE AND CIRCUMSPECTION
AND DUE REGARD FOR CIRCUMSTANCE., BUT NONETHELESS TAKES ACTION T0U
COUNTER SUCH TENDENCLES. rAILUKE TO DU SO WOULD IN THE LAST RESORT bE
A SERIOUS DERELICTION GF DUTY TOWARULS THE OVEKRWHELMING MAJORITY OF ITS

TTEMBERS.

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT RELIGIOW, ECUCAVTION AND PULITICS HAVE LAKGE

OVERLAPPLING INTERESTS. THEY CLEARLY CANNOT BE SEPARATED INTO WATERTIGHT

COMPARTMENTS. 10 ACKNOWLEDGE THIS DOES NOT IMPLY ThHAT ONE IS
COMMITTED TO ESPOUSING A COUNCEPT OF POLITLCS THAT CONCEDES WG PRUPEK
ijONOMY TO RELIGIOUS BELIEF OR THE ACQUISITIGN OF KNOWLEDGE GR THE
PURSUIT OF TRUTH. OSUCH A CUNCEPT OF POLITICS IS NOTHING LESS THAN
TYKANNY. NO MATTEK WHAT THE IDENTITY OF THE PRACTITIONERS. 4T IS THE
DUTY OF ALL OF US, BY VLKVYUE UF GUK MEMBEKRSHLP OF KHUDES UWIVERSITY,
TO COMMIT OURSELVES TO THE CAUSE OF FREL INQUIRY AND UNFILTERED

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE. LET US BE WOURTHY OF OUK CALLING.

WwE AT RHODES ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR UNIVERSITY, ITS BEAUTIFUL SETTLiNG,
ITS HISTURY ANL TRADITIONS, ITS SCHOLARSHIP. ITS STAFF AND STUDENTS,
bOTH PAST AND PRESENT. 4N A VERY SHORT TIME EACH ONE OF YUU WILL BEGLN
TO FEEL THIS SAME SEWSE UF PRIDE AND BELONGLNG, FOrx IT 1S AN INFECT1OUS

VIKUS. YOU WILL BECUME AS ZEALOUS FOR THE REPUTATION AND GOOD NAME OF



i
hnODES AS ANY KinOULlAiw OF AN OLDEK VINTAGE. YOU WILL WISH TO CONTRLIBUTE
YOUK FULL SHArE TG THE ACCUMULATED ACHIEVEMENTS AND SHAKED EXPIRIENCES

THAT ARE THE LIFEBLOUD OF ANY INSTITUTION.

UN BEHALF OF ALL OF US ON Ttit PLATFURM, VICE-PRINCLIPAL, REGISTKAR,
UEANS OF FACULTIES AND SKU PRESIDENT, L SHOULD TO WISH EACH OWE OF YuUu
EVERY HAPPINESS AND SUCCESS AT KHuDES. AND Tu UECLARE YOUR URIENTATLUN

PrUGRAMME FORMALLY OPEN.

T S5 HLWUERSUN

ViCt-CHANCELLUR

il FEBRUARY 196/
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