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As VICE-CHANCELLOR AND A FELLOW RHODIAN IT IS MY PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE 

TO WELCOME YOU FORMALLY, BOTH TO THE ORIENTATION PROGRAMME, AND ALSO 

TO THE UNIVERSITY AS A WHOLE. ON THIS OCCASION l DO SO WITH A CERTAIN 

SENSE OF NOSTALGIA, FOR EXACTLY 40 YEARS AGO l TOO WAS ENTERING RHODES, 

AS A SOMEWHAT APPREHENSIVE FRESHMAN, WONDERING WHAT LAY IN STORE FOR 

ME, AND BUSY TRYING TO ESTABLISH HOW EVERYTHING FITTED TOGETHER. I 

THEREFORE HAVE SOME FELLOW FEELING WITH YOU. I CAN STILL RECALL THE 

MIXTURE OF EXCITEMENT AND NERVOUSNESS I EXPERIENCED, AS ONE'S ~IRST 

~LANCE OF RHODES CAME INTO VIEW FROM THE TRAIN WINDING ITS WAY DOWN 

~~EST f I I L L • Y 0 U WI L L DIS COVER H 0 ~~, IN AN AMAZINGLY S H 0 R T T Il1 E , IT ALL 

MAKES SENSE, AND YOU ARE ABLE TO ENTER FULLY INTO THE SPIRIT OF RHODES. 

IT IS ALSO A PLEASURE TO NOTE THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY PARENTS HERE 

THIS AFTERNOON. IT IS INDEED A MARK OF YOUR CONCERN FOR YOUR SON OR 

'-o"AUGHTER FOR YOU TO HAVE TAKEN THE TROUBLE TO HAVE ACCOMPANIED HIM OR 

HER IN WHAT FOR MANY WILL BE THE FIRST SUSTAINED PERIOD AWAY FROM THE 

FAMILIARITIES OF HOME AND THE PLACES AND PEOPLE TO WHICH THEY ARE 

ACCUSTOMED. I AM SURE THAT THEY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT. IT IS TO BE 

HOPED THAT RHODES WILL LIVE UP TO YOUR AND THEIR EXPECTATIONS, AT 

LEAST TO A GOOD MEASURE. 

AS NEW STUDENTS YOU HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO ARRIVE A FEW DAYS EARLIER 

THAN RETURNERS. USE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCLIMATISE YOURSELVES TO YOUR 

NEW SURROUNDINGS, ASK QUESTIONS, GAIN INFORMATION, CONSIDER YOUR 

OPTIONS IN ORDER TO IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF MAKING A SUCCESS OF THAT 

VITAL FIRST YEAR, DURING WHICH YOU HAVE TO MAKE SO MANY ADJUSTMENTS 

FROM WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE. 
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SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCOMPLISH THIS BEFORE YOU ARE DISTRACTED BY 

SENIOR STUDENTS WHO KNOW, OR IMAGINE THEY KNOW, ALL THAT THERE IS TO 

BE LEARNT ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY. 

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE AND CONTRIBUTORS HAVE PRESENTED YOU WITH AN 

IMAGINATIVE AND WIDE-RANGING PROGRAMME, THE DETAILS OF WHICH ARE IN 

THE BROCHURE. THE BEST WAY IN WHICH YOU CAN SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION OF 

THEIR EFFORTS IS TO PARTICIPATE AS ENTHUSIASTICALLY AS YOU CAN. 

SOME OF YOU, PROBABLY THE MAJORITY, HAVE FIRM IDEAS ABOUT YOUR COURSE 

~F STUDY. OTHERS ARE NOT SO CERTAIN, ESPECIALLY IF THE SUBJECTS YOU 

HAVE IN MIND ARE NOT A CONTINUATION OF WHAT YOU EXPERIENCED AT 

SCHOOL. INTRODUCTORY TALKS FROM ANTHROPOLOGY TO ZOOLOGY HAVE BEEN 

ARRANGED. Go TO SOME OF THEM. EVEN IF YOUR MIND IS ALREADY MADE UP 

YOU WILL HAVE AN O~PORTUNITY TO APPRECIATE WHAT A VARIEGATED PLACE A 

UNIVERSITY IS, AND TO GAIN SOME INKLING OF WHAT YOUR FRIENDS ARE 

rUDYING. 

EXERCISE SOME COMMON SENSE AS WELL. IF, FOR EXAMPLE, YOU HAVE A 

FIXATION ON A SCIENCE DEGREE, BUT ONLY MANAGED TO COLLECT E-sYMBOLS IN 

MATRIC MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE OR BIOLOGY, REVIEW YOUR 

INTENTIONS NOW, BEFORE YOU EMBARK ON A YEAR WHICH COULD TURN OUT TO BE 

DISASTER. EVEN MORE DRAMATICALLY, EACH YEAR SOME DOZEN TO TWENTY OUT 

OF THE 800 TO 900 ARRIVALS DECIDE WITHIN THE FIRST COUPLE OF WEEKS 

THAT IT HAS ALL BEEN A GHASTLY MISTAKE COMING HERE. IF YOU COME TO 

THIS DRASTIC DECISION, DO NOT FEEL GUILTY OR ASHAMED. IT IS BETTER TO 

GRASP THE NETTLE THAN TO SPEND A YEAR IN FRUSTRATION. 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE ALSO OF FINDING OUT ABOUT THE LIBRARY, THE ACADEMIC 

SKILLS PROGRAM~IE, THE SANATORIUM, SPORT FACILITIES, SOCIETIES, RAG 

ETC. ITS ALL THERE IN THE PROGRAMME. 

BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE IMPLICATIONS OF ORIENTATION WEEK THERE IS OF 

COU RSE YOUR FIRST YEAR OF STUDY AND AFTER THAT THE REST OF YOUR STAY 

AT RHODES. WHAT SORT OF A UNIVERSITY IS R•IODES AND WHAT SORT OF PLACE 

IS GRAHAMSTOWN? ONE OF THEIR MOST OBVIOUS CHARACTERISTICS IS THAT 

BOTH ARE SMALL IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY 

CITIES. WE BELIEVE THAT ON THE WHOLE THIS IS A VERY GREAT ADVANTAGE, 

ROTH SOCIALLY AND ACADEMICALLY. "SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL" IS MORE THAN A 

SLOGAN HERE: IT IS A WAY OF LIFE. YOU WILL NOT FEEL OPPRESSED AND 

OVERWHELMED, LIKE AN INSIGNIFICANT COG IN A VERY LARGE MACHINE. 

CLASSES ARE SMALL, ESPECIALLY TUTORIALS, RESIDENCES ARE SMALL, AND SO 

YOUR PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION REALLY DOES COUNT FOR SOMETHING. BECAUSE 

EVERYBODY LIVES ON OR WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF THE CAMPUS, WE ARE VERY 

UCH A 24-HOUR COMMUNITY AND NOT A NINE-TO-FIVE KNOWLEDGE FACTORY. 

LET US CONSIDER BRIEFLY SOME STATISTICS. RHODES HAS OF THE ORDER OF 

I 000 STAFF MEMBERS OF WHOM ABOUT 260 ARE ACADEMICS AND RESEARCHERS. 

THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 3 000 FULL TIME STUDENTS IN GRAHAMSTOWN WHICH 

MAKES IT I/5 TO l/3 THE SIZE OF SOME OF THE ALTERNATIVES YOU COULD 

HAVE CHOSEN. THE STUDENTS COME FROM ALL OVER SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE 

WIDE SPECTRUM OF GEOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS OF THE PEOPLE YOU 

WILL MEET IS SOMETHING OF AN EDUCATION IN ITSELF. AT RHODES ONLY 

ABOUT 7% OF THE STUDENT BODY ARE "HOMETOWN BOYS AND GIRLS". 

APPROXIMATELY I/3 HAIL FROM THE EASTERN CAPE. THE REST COME FROM ALL 

OVER THE SUBCONTINENT, WITH A PARTICULARLY STRONG CONTINGENT FROM THE 
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TRANSVAAL. :oNTRAST THIS WITH THE SITUATION AT THE LARGER UNIVERSITIES. 

IN THESE CASES 75-90% COME FROM THE IMMEDIATE METROPOLITAN AREA, AND 

TEND TO BE COMMUTERS WHO LIVE AT HOME. THESE VERY FACTS MAY BE AMONGST 

THE REASONS WHY YOU CHOSE TO COME TO RHODES. 

·WHAT ABOUT GRAHAMSTOWN ITSELF, THIS SOMEWHAT ISOLATED AND PROUD LITTLE 

CITY? iF YOU ARE SEEING GRAHAMSTOWN FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1987 IT IS 

RATHER HARD TO IMAGINE THAT FOR A GOOD PORTION OF THE 19TH CENTURY IT 

WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNITY IN SOUT~IERN AFRICA AFTER CAPE TOWN. 

A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF SOUTH AFRICAN HISTORY OF THE LAST CENTURY WAS 

~NACTED HERE IN THE EASTERN CAPE. PEOPLE IN GRAHAMSTOWN TEND TO BE 

VERY HISTORICALLY MINDED, AND IN SOME WAYS IT COULD STILL BE DESCRIBED 

AS A 19TH CENTURY COMMUNITY, AS WITNESS THE HIGH PROFILE ENJOYED BY 

DONKEY CARTS AND STEAM ENGINES. WHEN YOU HEAR TALK OF THE SIXTIES OR 
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SEVENTIES, IT IS NOT NECESSARILY ABOUT THE ISGO's OR 1970'S BUT QUITE 

POSSIBLY ABOUT THE 1860's OR 1870'S. YoU WILL FIND BUILDINGS BOTH ON 

~E CAMPUS AND IN THE CITY THAT DATE BACK !70 YEARS. As IS QUITE 

PROPER THERE IS A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF INTERESTING MUSEUMS HERE, 

WHICH ARE WELL WORTH YOUR WHILE EXPLORING. INDEED, SOME GRAHAMSTOWN­

WATCHERS HAVE EVEN GONE SO FAR TO IMPLY THAT THE WHOLE PLACE IS A DIG 

OPEN-AIR MUSEUM. BE THAT AS IT MAY, STUDENTS SOMETIMES TEND TO FORGET 

THAT THERE IS SENTIENT HUMAN EXISTENCE OUTSIDE THE CONFINES OF THE 

CAMPUS, AND THAT CITIZENS AS WELL AS STUDENTS HAVE THEIR RIGHTS. IT 

IS ESPECIALLY EASY TO FORGET THIS AT RAG OR lNTERVARSITY OR AFTER YOU 

HAVE CELEBRATED A BIRTHDAY OR OTHER IMPORTANT OCCASION IN YOUR LIFE. 

1HE ONE DISADVANTAGE OF SMALLNESS, BOTH OF UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY, 

IS THAT IT IS TOO FATALLY EASY TO FIND YOURSELF DISPLAYING A HIGH 



P R 0 F I L E. r 0 i~ T H I S k !:. A S 0 N WHAT E V E i< K E P UTA T I 0 N il H U DE S fi A Y H A V E f 0 R A 

H Y P E R T H Y R 0 l D S U C I A L L I F E , 1 N C L U G i N G T 0 U C L U S E A I~ A L bi U A I N T A N C £ ~ l T H 

A L C 0 H 0 L , IS FAR F iW t·t B £ l iJ G EN T l R t L Y JUSTIFIED • .._ F Y 0 U L l V E IN nl L U3 R U W 

Oi~ ~EAPOINT YOU HAV£ TO DO SLf1ETHING f<EALLY blZARkl Tv oE iWTICtl.l AT 

ALL. HEkE EVEN MILDLY EXTRAVAGANT BEHAVIOUK IS HIGHLY VISibLE. ANO 

LIKELY TO FIND IT8 WAY INTO PklNT, PAkTlCULARLY AS lT IS GKIST FOR THE 

MILL TO ALL THE ASPIRANT INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS WHOM ONE FINDS SO 

THICK ON THE GhOUND AT kHODES. 

~HEN ALL THAT IS SAIU, WE Ar<E NONETHELESS DEEPLY CuNCERNED ABOUT THE 

ABUSE OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER FORMS OF ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOGH, SUCH AS 

EXCESSIVE NOISE, EXPEHIIHNTS wiTH PkESCf<li:SED NAHCOTlC SUBSTAI~CE~ AND 

lhRESPONSibLE DRIVING. 

.il.J 

ANYGNE WHO HAS BEEN VICE-~HANCELLOR OF A UNIVERSITY FOR OVfk lU YEARS, 

AS .i HAVE, EXPERIENCES SU MUCh OF HUMAN FOibLES AND HUMAN T~AGEDIES 

iAT HE TENDS TO BECOME CASE-HARDENED. ~NE THING i CAN NEVER BECUME 

CAS E- H A RUE i~ E D A lW U T I S THE PAIN F U L D liT Y 0 F ~~~ R l T I N U L E T T E K S 0 F 

CONDOLENCE TO PAKENTS CONCERNING CAR ACCIDENT VICTIMS. ~JE AT hHODES 

HAVI:. HAD S0f'1E HORRENliOUS ACCiuENTS Ii~ kECEIH YEAk5 • .J..fJ NtARLY ALL UF 

T H Hi T H E A B U S E 0 F A L C 0 H 0 L H A S B E E N A K E Y E L Er1 E N T • .L F Y 0 U I l LJ S T 0 R I 1>1 K , 

THEN NEITHER DRIVE, NG~ BE DKlVEN bY SOMEI:SODY ~hO HA~ BEEN DKINKING. 

AS FE~J AS.:; BEERS OR S GLASSES OF ~/IiH CAN TAKE YOU 8EYCND THE POINT 

W H E ~~ E Y 0 U f\ R E A M E I~ A C E T 0 Y () lJ H S L L F , ~ U u R P A S S E N G t:i\ S A i~ lJ U T H E t< U S E i\ S G F 

THE HIGHWAYS. i-'HONE A FHIEND OR YOUR ~JAHDEN. IHEY lllLL GLADLY Af<i<ANGE 

Tt\Al~SPOkT RATHEr< THAi>~ HAVE YUU HISK YUUH Nt:CK. kATHEK RISK SOI'IE 

TEMPORARY EMBARASSMENT THAN PUT YOUk LIFE ON THE LINE. .J..F THINGS 00 

0 N A S T H E Y H A V E B E E N A T L E A S T 0 N t: S T U 0 tin P k E S ti'H II E k E T H I S A F T Ef<N 0 0 N 
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tlAY NOT MAKE IT INTO SECOfW YEA r< , NOT BECAUSE HE fAILED HIS EXAMS, bU -1 

b t CAUSE HE END U.J UP AS A R 0 M iJ A CCI lJ UH STATiST 1 C • l iA K £ S U k E IT l: S N ' T 

YulJ. 

I HE k E C 0 N CILIA T I 0 i·~ 0 F Y 0 U ii 0 b L I GAll 0 i~ T 0 STU Li Y ~d T H ALL THE CJ THE R 

C 0 NFL I C TIN G C LA HIS CJ N Y 0 U H T HiE AND AT TENT I CJ N IS lW T AN £AS Y TASK, 

PAkTICULARLY WHEN YOU HAVE TO ~ORK I ·r CJUT FOR YOURSELF. You WILL NOT 

BE P~OGRAMMED, AS YOU WEkE AT SCHOOL. You AHE NOW A STUDENT, NOT A 

PUPIL • ) 0 U ~IUS T S E T Y 0 U R 0 W N STUDY PAT T EFd~ S A 1'W 0 V U l C u t'l E THE 

0 I F F i C U L "f I E S . Y 0 U W l L L i~ 0 T F l N D S 0 M E 6 0 D Y B H E A T H I i~ G [i 0 W N Y 0 U ~~ N E C K 

c VERY DAY HE G U LATIN G Y 0 U R L I FE • YoU M~ E E. X P E c T £ U T 0 C 0 P £ • hE:.. P IS 

THERE FOR THE ASKING - fROM THE ~TUDENT ADVIS£k, THE ~CADEMIC 5KILLS 

~ROGRAMME, LECTURERS, HEADS OF UEPAI<TMENTS OK ~EANS, THESE AUGUST 

GENTLEMENT ON THE PLATFORM WITH ME. bY AND LARGE, HOWEVER, THE 

.LC.: 

INITIATIVE LIES WITH YOU. .LT IS A HARD AND DEMANDING THING TO LEARN, 

bUT YOU WILL NEVEH 6E A MATUKE ADULT UNLESS YOU DO, ANU YOU WILL bE OF 

iTTLE USE TO YOURSELF OR ANYBODY ELSE. lF YOU CANNOT URGANISE YOURSELf 

YOU WILL NEVER BE AbLE TO ORGANISE ANYTHING ELSE. 

wHAT .L HAVE SAID DOES NOT IMPLY THAT THEI~E IS NO AUTHO KITY EXERCISE[) 

OVER YOU. tAk FRGM IT, BUT THAT AUTHGkiTY TENUS TO bE INDIRECT AND 

SOMETIMES A LITTLE DELAYED. WE PAY Y0U ThE COMPLIMENT OF ACCORDI~G 

YOU SUFFICIENT FREE~OH OF ACTION TU PRuVE YOURSELF. OF COURSE, THE 

DAY OF RECKONING CANNOT bE PUT OFF FOREVER. ~E DO INSIST ON CERTAIN 

r10 D £ S T ~111 J HI U ~~ k E Q U I k E ri E N T S , S U C H A '6 T H A T Y u IJ P A '6 S A T L E A S T T ~J 0 0 F T H E 

FOUk Ok FIVE SUBJECTS YOU MIGHT bE STUDYING, AND THAT YOU CONDUCT 

YOURSELF SUCH AS NOT TO INTEkFERl ~ITH OTHEk PEOPLE'S I(IGHTS AhU 

COMFORTS ANU THEIR ENDEAVOURS TO STUDY, AND THUS DISRUPT COMMUNITY 
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L IF E . ..L r Y ulJ CAl~ N 0 T HE C 0 N C I L E Y 0 U r< S E LV E S T 0 THESE G R 0 U r~ 0 I~ U L E S , T l-iEN 

EITHEk YO~. Ok PE~HAPti hE, MIGnT DECIDE ThAT kHODES AFTLri ALL lS NOT 

THE PLACE F0ii YOU. AT THE END OF EACH YEAR SOME ..L~lr.LdU AKE NOT 

INVITED TO RENEW THEIR REGISTkATIUNS THE FULLO~lNG YEAR. 0THER~ LEAVE 

OF IHEik O~JN ACCORD. 

iHIS QUESTION OF THE RIGhTS GF OlHEk::i Ai'HJ OF t<ESP£l-T FOri ThE CO~IMlJNITY 

LIFE OF THE INSTITUTION IS OF PARTICULAR RELEVANCE TO THE RELATIONSHIP 

0 F STU u U~ T S AND P 0 L l TICS • I H E hE A I< E T H 0 S E WiO H 0 L u THAT STUDENTS 

SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON THEIR STUDIES, AND ONLY TAKE A MILD, IF ANY, 

T~TEREST IN POLITICS. IHESE VERY SAME PEOPLE NO DOUbT ALSO SAY "KEEP 

POLITICS OUT OF RELIGION" OR OUT OF SPORT. .fHE FACi OF THE MATTER IS 

THAT STUDENTS ARE GOING TO CONCERN ThEMSELVES ~ITH POLITICS, SOME OF 

THEM VERY DEEPLY. ~T IS ONE THING TO SAY THAT POLITICS CANNOT BE KEPT 

l.Y 

OUT OF UNIVERSITY LIFE, AND QUITE ANOTHER TO INTERFERE WITH THE klGHlS 

OF OT~IERS TO IGNORE OR DI~AGkEE WITH YOUR PARTICULAK CONCEPT OF 

··LITICS, OR THEIR RIGHTS TO PURSUE THEIR STUDIES WITHOUT COERCION, 

MOLESTATION OR DISTUkBANCE. ThE ESSE~CE OF A UNIV~RSITY IS THAT 

INQUIRY AND DEBATE SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IN A CALM, DISPASSIONATE, 

RATIONAL AND TOLERANT MANNER. ALL POINTS OF VIE~ MUST 8£ ACCOkDED A 

HEARING, AND SPEAKERS, WHETHER MEMBERS OR DULY INVITED VISITOkS, 

TREATED ~ITH DIGNITY. 

l AM WE L L A~~ At< E T H A T T H 1:: 1~ E A k t. T H 0 S E w H 0 A~ G ~ E T H AT , S I N C E T H E 0 TAT E 

OR POSS18LY OTHER PARTIES OVER WHOM THE UNIVERSITY HAS NO AUTH0RITY, 

SEEK TO PREVENl CERTAIN VI£~S bEING EXPk£SSEU OR PEOPLE bEING HEAKD, 

THEY ARE J U S T IF IE D IN D 0 I I~ G THE S Ar-1 E • ..L N THE F 0 k ~IE R CASE , SINCE THE 

UNIVERSITY HAS NO JUiciSDICTION, IT CANNOT EFFECTIVELY ACCuMPLISH MUCH 
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