
,,v ,,,ABattle hymn to the Republic 
R ECENT '\I-EVENTS in 

Graham s tow n have 
brought to mind yet again the 
ce'lebrations planned to com­
memorate the tenth anniver­
sary of the creation of the 
Republic of ,south Africa. Once 
a year it comes, this g·reat orgy 
of white joy and fe'Verish pat­
riotism. But thi•s year it is dif­
ferent. 

Already some millions of 
rand :have been set aside for 
the celebrations and pre­
parations proceed apace for 
what seems likely to put to 
shame even those massive !May 
Day .parades of which the 
Soviet Communists appear to 
be so fond. 

The army, the air force and 
the navy wiU all 'be there. So 
will the school children, 
waving their ti·ny flags, the 
J eugbond, marching proudly 
down Adderley Street, their 
heads shaven for the proud oc­
casion. Meda•ls will be struck 
Bantus will dust the cobwebs 
off the Voortrekker Monument, 
and Members of Parliament 
will call for greater white 

unity. The crowds wiJ.l as­
sem'ble at segregated venues, 
Government Ministers will 
spur them on to create a 
greater and better nation, the 
church will bless them and 
quote from the Good Book and 
the hills and val<leys will echo 
to the jolly sounds of the Volk­
speJ.e. 

And in the background the 
spiri t of Goebe:s and his 
Nuremberg Rallies will loom 
large and menacing. 

T.he National Party will look 
on with pride as white South 
Africa sa.Jutes its creation -
the Apartheid State. We will 
hear of the successes of the 
last ten years, of the glorious 
future that awaits us, and of 
the threats that lurk beyond 
our borders. 

STOP AND LOOK 
But what ha'Ve ten years of 

RepubHc brought us? And 
what have twenty thr.ee years 
of Nationalist rule achieved? 
Perhaps now, as at no other 
time, South Africans should 
stop and take a look at what 
has become of this country and 

ponder at what these little 
men with their final solutions 
and Bantustans, have done to 
us. 

How can we celebrate the 
fact that: 

e 1South Africa is the only 
Republic in the world where 
peop•le can die if the wrong 
colour ambulance comes to 
fetch them, even if it is right 
there with them? 

• South Africa is the 01nly 
Repu'blic in the world where 
the law pre<vents members of 
the same family from living to­
gether by classifying them dif­
ferently even if their 
parents are of the same race? 

e .South Africa is the only 
Repu·blic in the world where 
the polic.e can remove anyone 
at any time and are protected 
by the law from telling anyone 
about •it - even if they detain 
people forever? 

• south Africa is the only 
Republic in the world which 
"extends" education by throw­
ing people out of universities? 

e South Africa is the only: 
Republic in the world where 
dialogue is encouraged by se-

paration? 
e 1South Africa is the only 

Republic in the world where 
hotels have to use separate 
cloths for the glasses and dishes 
of different coloured people? 

e South Africa is the only 
Republic in the world where 
you can go to jai'l for loving 
somebody whose skin is of a 
different colour from yours? 

MEALS 
And as Republic Day app­

roaches, let us not forget the 
fact that we have set aside 
enough money to celebrate it 
as could provide meals for over 
ten mDion children - or 
only one meal a day, or for 
over a mill·ion ·children for 100 
days. 

Chew that one over. 
We once thought the 

celebrations would be above 
party politics. But no. Black 
schools have been instructed to 
"ensu.re that the children are 
so familiar with separate devel• 
opment that they wHl see it as 
a day of joy." 

We once thought that all 
South Africans would be able 
to join in the celebrations. But 

no, There will be White 
celebrations, African celebra, 
tions, Coloured Celebrations, 
Indian celebrations. 

We should face up to the 
fact that there is precious little 
for the vast majority of our 
countrymen to celebrate on 
RepubHc Day and that the 
litrle they do have grows 
relatively less and Iess and less 

We should face the fact that 
these Republic celebrations 
will reaHy be the hollow .pro­
clamations of a tiniy minority 
of Afrikaner Nationalists, who 
have brought this country to 
the brink of economic ruin, 
have enslaved most of its 
peopie and have utterly dest­
royed the real meaning of the 
word Patriotism. 

The terrible wrongs that 
White !South Africa has perpet­
rated over the last ten years of 
the South African Reich will 
return to haunt our children 
and ourselves as &w:ely as they 
came to haunt Hitler and his 
sidekicks. 

The Editor 

RAG IN FULL SWING 
!Saturday is Rag DaY. and the main campus roads to facilitate 

Rag Committee hopes that by protection of completed entries. 
cutting down on the number of Last year vandals caused consid­
entries this year the standard of erable damage to several floats in 
floats JOining the procession the _early hours . of Saturd~y 
down High Street will be higher mo_rmng. Floats Will gather m 

. . · Pnmce Alfred Street at 7.30 a.m. 
than m previous years. on Saturday mornJng, where jud-

ging will take place for the best 
float, costume and carnival head. 
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The Rag Procession will move 
a:ong Prince Alfred Street into 
New Street and down to High 
Street. At the Dr.ostdy Arch end 
of High Street it will turn left 

Price 5 cents -into Somerset Street, go past the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Teache~s Training College, and 

The Rag Chairman has issued 
two appeals to students. The first 
is that they refrain from drink­
ing on the floats as thi•s is an of­
fence, .and brings adverse pubLic­
ity to the occasion. His second 
plea is that students do not jump 
into the f.ountain in Church 
Square, .as damages cost the Com­
mittee R74 last year. 

turn left along Beaufort Street. 

Police may t 
Finally, the procession moves 

S ep Up down Ba•thurst Street to enter 
C'hurch Square. Once the floats 
have assembled in the square, 

• • acttvtty - C 
e I the Mayor of Grahamstown 

t will crown the Rag Queen, 

U r •s Sandy Lucas, and present prizes 
(; to the best entries. Mr. Moffat 

THE INCREASED INTER-
VENTION of the St•ate in 

student affairs is heralding in 
an ominous new era, says 
Neville Curbis, NUSAS Presi­
dent, in his bi-yearly repo-rt on 
'The State of the Union.' 

"The increased activity of 
the Special Branch and the 
raids on student leaders, the 
NUISA:S office and other 
student organisations; the in­
crease dn censorship and in­
doctrination in the schools -
all these things are direct 
threats to the new revitalisa­
tion in NUSAIS and further 
afield. 

PRE•S•SURE 
"The pressure is being felt 

on all campuses - black and 
white, English and Afnikaans, 
in the secula·r and in the 
religious fie1ds, in education 
and in politics. The new 
a wakening of NUSAS, the de­
veloping Black Theology of 
UCM and the growing black 
consciousness of SASO, the 
growing awareness among 
young Afrikaner intellectuals 
are all under pressure; press­
ure which extends beyond 
them and has implications for 
the future of all South Af­
ricans', writes Mr. Curtis. 

In his report Mr. Curtis says 
the "new" NUSA'S which 
em~rged from the 1970 reassess­
ment congress ds making a fan­
tastic impact on the campuses. 

"In all spheres of activity a 
re'Vitalisation can be seen, and 
the influence ·of the new think­
ing and the new organisation is 
extending further than ever. 
An unprecedented "new wave" 
is sweeping through the 
student sc.ene and although it 
is still only in its begiimings 
its impact is being felf strongly 
on the student scene and on 
the national scene." 

Othe-r p.oints made by Mr. 
Curtis are: 

e In t he :ast month four new 
branches have been started on 
campuses prev,iously unin­
volved in NUSAS. 

eThree of these new 
branches are on black cam-
puses. 

e The Black Section of the 
Un iversity of Natal has given 
notice of its intention to dis­
affiliate from the National 
Union. 

e Dialogue wHh Afrikaans 
campuses has increased. In 
recent weeks joint meetings 
have been held with almost all 
the Afrikaans SRC's. 

e Greater cnntact has been 
est·ablished with students in 
B o t s w a n a , Lesotho and 
Swaziland following visits by 
Vice-Presidemts Horst Klein­
schmidt and Clive Keegan. 

e The expansion of the 
NUSAS Travel Department has 

made it possible to lower the 
costs of student travel to 
Europe, by almost 50 per cent, 

e 1Mr. Curtis points out that 
the "Nationalist Government 
has taken di·rect action against 
over 100 people since the 
beginning of the year. 
d e p o r t a t i o n s , passport 
remO'vals, arrests, ra•ids, with­
drawals of residence permits -
but has remanded only one 
p.erson to appear in court. 

DEPORTATION 
Among steps taken by police 

against students are the 
deportation of Rex Heinke, the 
Wits SRC President and Dick 
Rock a psychology lecturer at 
Wits; Paula Ensor, Vice-Presi­
dent of the Durban SRC has 
been refused a passport and 
warned of a possible banning 
o r d e r ; R i c h a r d Pruett, 
NUSWEL C h a i r m a n at 
Dur'ban, has been warned that 
if he leaves South Africa he 
will not be permitted to 
return; J·ohn Aitchison, a 
divinity student at Pieter­
maritzburg, has had a second 
bannin~ order served on him. 

Curtis predicts that pressure 
on dissenting students will in­
crease in the immediate 
future. "Bowing to this in­
timida bion will only increase 
its effect and we must s1and 
firm - .and if necessary force a 
confrontation." 

has requested that s·tudents 
return their collection tins to a 
collection point outside the 
I Drostdy Arch. T>ins wiH be avail­
able at the Rag Office only on 
Saturday morning. 

ROAD BLOCKS 

. Trucks for the floats will be ar­
riving on campus at 5 p.m. tomor­
row (Friday) and Chris Moffat, 
Rag Chairman has asked all 
students to remo'Ve their cars 
from the university grounds by 
that time. Road blocks will be 
erected sho-rtly after the arrival 
of the trucks, and construction of 
the floats will be restricted to the 

Specialists in University 
Text Books and Stationery 

The University 
Publishers & 
Booksellers 

• (Pty.) Ltd. 
Booksellers and Stationers 

129 High St. Tel. 3549
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GRAHAMSTOWN 

e No drinking on floats or 
swimming in fountains, pleads 

chairman Chris. 
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HAIL TO YOU, my merry 
men, women and children, 

and how does your weeny little 
gut feel this bleeeaah morn­
ing? Well into the jollifica­
tions, hurlificaUons, and other 
fications, after your sordid 
little vacations? Jolly splendid· 
show . . . and if it isin't bad 
enough to wake up to this 
week's RHODEO then this 
little literary masterpiece will 
make a warm beer and a greasy 
pork chop seem like a Reg-

Cecil John 

maker (which, being inter­
preted, a Rhodesian pleb, ~s a 
medicinal drink othe11wise 
known as the head of the dog/ 
head of •the Zambian etc.). 
- \Hubbly Bubbly BotUetop 
Award :f .or Interesting 
Biologioal Phenomena rthis 
week goes to those splendid, 
loyal, dedicated etc. Rhodes 
Students who turned up en 
masse in Johannesburg full of 
the joys of life, eager, un-hung­
over etc., simply longing to go 

• 
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On pork chops and 
regmakers 
forth into the wo·rld and spread 
the word of that maestro and 
past master of ·the joke, none 
other than Will iam A. Vickery, 
r e .s ide n t drinker at the 
Graham currently appearing 
as guest artist in that mag­
nificent musical comedy, which 
is a reVIiva-1 (polite word .f.or re­
hash . . . Ed) of •the time-hon­
oured ·revue known as 1Scope, 
Nite, or "Don'•t Ask Me Why 
This Seems To Be So Much 
Like Last Year's and The Year 
B e f o r e ' s and The Year 
Before'·s. 

soon all those hideous Peter 
Terry-style posters will ·be a 
part of Hisotry, Moffatt's 
nervous breakdown a part of 
Hysteria, and the cat is re­
ported to be preparing !itself 
spiri tuaHy for a Hysterectomy. 
But then, it's all part of Life's 
rich tapestry, as the wise man 
said to the alcoholic parrot, 
who then mumbled something 
about the tSRIC being an impor.; 
tant, dynamic, and integral 
facet of University life ... but 
then, as I said, the par:wt was 
an alcoholic. 

Yes, Gentleman, Ladi·es, (·and 
Chris Moffatt) - we are well 
into the week .of Rag 7\1, and 

One day, after a certain 
amount of labo•rious research 
which I shall doubtless call 

A cunning 
free offer 

for students 
from 

BarclaysBank. 
Ballpoint pen. 
Trendy clipboard. 
Effective Study Guide~ 
Savings or chequebook wallet. 
Briefcase. 

In these days ofl'm-all-right-Jack 
and dog-eat-dog, we're giving stud­
ents something for nothing. 

A book which will help you in your 
studies. And the other things listed 
above. 

What's the catch, you may ask? 
Well, we figure that in 1985 you 

could be chairman of a mining house. 
Or a prominent brain surgeon. 

Or a brilliant, successful barrister. 
Or the fashion designer of the year. 

We could be wrong. 
However, we'd like your account 

now, because we're willing to take the 
chance. We reckon that students are a 
good investment. 

So call in with this advertisement 
and see your Barclays Manager at: 
102 High Street, Grahamstown; and 
we'll give you these items completely 
free. 

To day's Bank is 
Barclays. 

Barclays Bank D.C.O. (Registered Commercial Bank) with 
which is amalgamated The National Bank of South Africa. 

• 

The Cecil John Commission of 
Enquiry in to The Goings-On of 
The Pharmacy Department, I 
will be able to reveal the stark, 
naked truth about why it was 
that the Pharmacy Bunch 
fai led in their bid to take over 
Rag Comm and set up a Greek 
cafe in Rag Office. A Chief 
Spokesman for the rebellious 
Klemp, Pep-pill Molasses, said 
he could not understand why 
exactly it wa·s that they had 
failed. "It may well be that the 
decay s•tarted when our In­
f i I t r atio n s Organiser Mr. 
Diesel Trailer, resigned his 
post as tScpe-Nite Producer. 
"Come on gan! Where's the 
renowned team-spirit that won 
you your coveted awards for 
being the most fun-loving, 
modest, dean-cut, well-be·haved 
group ever to go on a Sunday­
School camp? Rah•rah-nuh and 
all that junk. 

Perhaps it was merely 
because Rag Comm are such a 
fine stalwart bunch of lads 
that the rearguard action they 
fo ught succeeded. Who's to 
pass judgement? Not me ... aH 
a prophet can do is make sug­
gestions - namely that the 
Pharmacy Gang take over the 
SRC (no resistance there, 
boyos), and then maybe they'll 
s t a r t peddling their ex­
periments on campus, which 
will at leas•t mean that the 
Women's Residences won't be 
quite as depleted when the 
Julyvacazzione is completed. 

Well, that's about it for the 
week, folks; I doubt whether 
you'll even have read this far, 
unless you're sober - and as I 
don't intend writing any 
further you can tak·e it from 
me that I'm on my bromponlie 
to go ·and get URINA'DED, with 
a capital P. 

.SAYINGIS OF THE WEEK: 
"I haven't read Rhodent 

yet," (Moffatt) 
":Rag BaH . . . when is it? 

(Said in a desperate whisper) 
(Terry) . 

"It's tough ·at the top" 
(Keevy). 

Wits student 
fined R250 

A WOMAN STUDENT at the 
University of the Witwaters­

rand has been fined R250 by the 
University disciplinary court for 
painting slogans on oampus walls. 
The student, Kathy !Saunderson, 
was caught when she and several 
others attempted to escape from 
a night-watchman who surprised 
them while they were painting. 
While she was trying to get away 
she fell and hurt herself. She was 
thus caught and identified. 

The R250 fine is believed to be 
one of the highest ever <imposed 
by any South African University 
disciplinary committee. A senior 
law lecturer, commenting on the 
case, said the fine may have so 
considerably in order to cover 
the cost of the damage caused by 
the slogans. The paint on the 
statue outside the University 
Gre·at Hall could not be remo'Ved 
and the entire statue had to be 
recast. 

Miss Sunaderson is well known 
on the Wits campus for her views 
on women's liberation. 

A spokesman for the Hillbrow 
police has been renorted as 
saying that the incident was 
being investigated. Although 
members of the Special Branch 
took photographs of the slogans, 
it is though unlikely that any 
prosecution will arise. 
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M arcuse misinterpreted 
by Chancellor 

Dear Sir, 
I WOULD like to draw the at-

tention of your readers •to 
what I consider to be a scur­
rilous misrepresentation of the 
ideas of Herbert Marcuse made 
by Chancellor Busschau ·in his 
address to ·parents and 
students at this uni'Versity's 
graduation ceremony on •Satur­
day morning, 3rd April. 

During h·is address Chancel­
! or Busschau commended 
Rhodes University students for 
being responsible. (Students 
might 'by the way be interested 
to know that Senate appear to 

have a rather different impres­
sion. They have •recently set up 
a committee to investigate the 
"deteriorati·on 'in student con­
duct" at this university) . One 
of the reasons that ChanceHor 
Busschau ga'Ve for the students 
being responsible was that they: 
did not follow the ideas of Mar­
cuse who, Busschau said, ad­
v o cat e d intolerance and 
violence. What in ·fact Marcuse 
has said, and this 'is singularly 
d i f f e r e n t from ChanceJ.lor 
Busschau's -interpretati·on, 'is 
that we cannot afford to allow 
the same forms of tolerance 
(i.e. such civil libe·rties as 
freedom of speech and as­
sembly) to the forces of reac­
tion in society as to the forces ' 
·of progress. 

In an interview on BBC tele­
vision with Robert McKenzie in 
1968 Marcuse expressed him­
self more clearly on this point 
( cf. The Listener, 17th Oc­
tober, 1968. Pp. 498-499) viz: 
McKenzie: " ... . You say that 

there ought .to be " a with­
drawal of the toleration of 
freedom of speech and as­
sembly from those who 
promote aggressive policies, 
armament, discrimination, 
racial and religious in-
tolerance" and so on; or 
"from those who oppose the 
extension of public services 
social security, medical care" 
and so on. 

Marcuse: "I believe that if •the 
Nazi mo'Vement 'in Germany 
had not been allowed to 
make full use of the civil 
and politica'l rights granted 
them by the democracy, if 
Hitler's "Mein Kampf" had 
not been allowed to be pub­
lished, we might have been 
spared the Second World 
War. The withdraw! of 
tolerance which I had in 
m i n d r e f e r s only to 
movements whose aggressive 
character 'is beyond .any 
doubt. I have ne'Ver ad­
vocated any kind of cen­
s-orship , for example, in art 
and literature." 

McKenzie: "With r e s p e c t , 
Professor Marcuse, you're 
taking the easy way out by 
citing the case o'f the Nazi 
m o v em en t in Germany. 
What you ,propose would 
knock out the right of con­
servatives, whether extreme 
or moderate, to make the'ir 
case? " 

Marcuse: " It wouldn't knock 
out their right to make their 
case. What I had in mind is 
that we have reached con­
ditions where any militant 
opposition to social security 
- that is to say. leaving poor 

and old people to their own 
devices when they rea>Jly get 
sick - or to the extension of 
public transport as against 
the continued over-produc­
tion of private automobiles, 
is becoming a danger to 
society as a whole." 

Later Ma·rcuse went ·On to cite 
as an example of a mo'Vement of 
aggressive intent and one from 
which tolerance should be with­
drawn, the Ku-Klux-Klan. 

I can only assume that Chan­
cellor Busschau has not only not 
read the writings of Marcuse, ;but 
that he has only read Marcuse's 
Right-wing ·critics who of course 
have thei-r own reasons for: so 
wishing to misinterpret .Mar­
cuse's ideas. I might .also add that 
I was not the only member of 
staff present who was .seriously 
disturbed by Chancellor's Buss­
chau's misrepresentations. 

Yours faithfully, 
Ruan Maud. 

UNIVERSITY 
SWINDLED 
STUDENTS 
Dear Sir, 

In the April 1 editi.on of 
RHODEO y.ou ran an article en­
titled "·Landlords accus·ed of ·ex­
ploitation." But it •is not only .the 
locals .that are taking us for a 
ride. 

.Why are we charged R2'1 for 
the hogswHl and lodging we were 
f.orced to endure during the 
recent vac.; yet we r.eceive no 
refund £or the period two days 
after our final ·exam and the end 
of term - a period often longer 
than ten days. 

;Rhodes must ind·eed be a 
profitable organisation. 

Yours faithfully, 
Willem Willemser. 

Call 
·THE w i 11 in g ness of a 

govemment to show cleme­
ncy 'to its political opponents 
was a good indication of its so­
phistication, sa'id Mr. Mewa 
Ramgobin, cha'irman of the 
C o m m i t t e e for Clemency 
(!South Africa). 

IMr. Ramgo'bin, who has 
recently been released from a 
five year 'banning order, was 
speaking at 'Rhodes at the ·end 
of last term as a guest of the 
S.R.C. •and Nusas Local Com­
mittee. 

South Africa, he said, had a 
proud history of politica.J 
clemency, and thus fell within 
the category of sonh isticated 
societies. He observed "that 
one ·Of the first administrative 
acts of the new Minister of 
Justice in 1948, Mr. C. R. 
Swart with Cabinet approval, 
was to release prisoners who 
,had been convicted of offences 
in connection with snbversive 
activities, including sabotage." 

TO BLA•ME 

Mr. Ramgobin quoted Mr. 
Swart, a former StatP. P resi­
dent, who said in the House of 
Assem'bly in '1949: "I want to 
state very clearly that these 

RHODEO 

political 
men did things in the past war 
that were very wrong . .. . but 
now I want to .ask in all 
seriousness whether the former 
government ('i.e. the United 
Party) is not to blame for .the 
conditions which existed 'in the 
country at the time . . . . their, 
persecution and oppression, 
their espionage with regard to 
'Citizens of the country, their 
raids on houses and offices,. 
their system of censorship in 
.the :postal and telephone serv­
ices was noth'ing less than a 
scandal. ... . My accusation is 
that the go'Vernment of the 
party opposite drove peop1e to• 
desperation." 

·Mr. Swart was speaking to 
one of the first Bills tabled by 
the new Nationa-l Party ,Gov­
ernment. 'This Bill, once it had 
passed into law, secured the 
release of three men who ·had 
been sentenced to death for 
sabotage during the second 
World War Lei'brandt, 
Visser and •Van Black. 

Mr. Ramgobin said "our pre­
sent-day political prisoners, 
like the oppressed Afrikaans­
speaking people of not so long 
ago believe that they have 
been persecuted lby :the 

ainnesty 
National Party Government .. 
These men on Robben Island 
and in :Pretoria Gaol also acted 
to •assert the-ir human dignity, 
like the Afrikaner, by using 
sabotage and violence as their 
methods. They, like the Af­
rikaner, hoped -to ·estabHsh and 
entrench themselves in a 
common society in a common 
iSouth Afri<ca. Our Afrikaans­
speaking compatriots were not 
denied constitutional methods 
to effect their denied change 
but sti'll chose sabota-ge and 
violence as their methods. Our 
present-day B 1 a c k political 
prisoners were denied all con" 
stitutional methods to realise 
their objeetions." 

Mr. Ramgobin felt that the 
present situati·on in !South 
Africa called for a high degree 
of magnamity and compassion 
and for a will'ingness to share 
South Africa, not as a piece of 
rea-l estate, but as a common 
home for all 'its citizens. For 
this reason he was calling for 
amnesty for !South Africa 's 
poEtical prisoners at the time 
of the Republ'ic festival - a 
call which had both the consid­
eration of established prin­
ciples and the strength of a 
moral obligation. 
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CENSORSHIP 
by Mike Morris 

" ... the educator himself needs education." (Karl Marx.) 
This simple statement strikes at the core of the fundamental principle underlying censorship, for it 
points to the state of affairs that allows censorship to exist: that of a society split into two-the mass 
of society with little say in the running of their society, with little say in the distribution of its benefits 
and the minority who by a monopoly of the political apparatus impose their will in an arbitrary fashion 
upon the politically dispossessed. 

Man is a social but also a 
moral being. Because he is 
social he has a right to a full 

I participation in his society. 
Because he is moral he neces­
sarily has to make his own 
moral choices, for if he does 
not choose it, what meaning 
could it have for him. The ar­
gument for censorship, how­
ever, assumes, one, that man is 
not social and, two, that he 
needs a morality imposed upon 
him from without to make him 
socially co-operative. (It loses 
the fact that since man is 
social he will act socially and 
therefore morally). Since it 
makes these two assumptions 
(i.e. that man is not social, nor 
moral), it places a few men on 
a higher plane and grants to 
them the due right to choose 
socially and morally for all 
men. But this argument must 
fail because while it has as­
sumed that man has such and 
such a nature, it appoints other 
men, also with this nature, to 
guard the rest of men against 
this very nature. 

TO USE REASON 

Even if some men are 
regarded as more fit to judge, 
it can only be because they are 
more wise. But to be wise is to 
use one's reason. Once again 
the argument for censorship 
must fail for its primary aim 
is to limit the range of ones 
thinking and therefore retard 
the use .of one's reason. How­
ever, this the protagonists of 
censorship is like a cancer -
censor another man's mind and 
you censor your own faculty of 
reason. 

What are the practical ar­
guments for censorship? It 
protects the minds of the 
masses from perversion and it 
protects society by combating 
crime and social disorder. How­
ever, if it really was possible 
for the literature that was 
being censored to pervert our 
minds, then the most perveted 
men in society must be those 
who come into contact with 
this literature the most, i.e. the 
censors. 

More important, the fun­
damental question that has to 
be answered by the advocates 
of censorship is "what is meant 
by pervert?" What is usually 
meant is that the censored 
work departs from a dogmatic 
religious view of morality and 

social action. The final arbiter, 
it seems, being God. The core 
of the problem is that it can 
only be imposed by those in 
power by fixing some arbitrary 
standard and then absolutising 
it. But God does not govern or 
participate in society. Men do. 
Perversion is a term which 
arises in a particular society to 
specific conditions. It is not ab­
solute and changes according 
to the morality of the 
dominant ruling elite. Thus as 
power becomes more decent­
ralised, the meaning 
of "pervert" becomes more 
vague and less usable. To use it 
as an absolute peg on which to 
hang a blanket of censorship 
is to misunderstand its 
relativistic nature. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

As man progresses in his 
social thought, he must under­
stand that society is the 
product of all the actions of all 
t h e human beings, and 
therefore: morality becomes the 
responsibility of every man. It 
is therefore every man's res­
ponsibility to choose and give 
a meaning to the word "per­
vert". If society is a collective 
responsibility, then let us put 
it to each man's social respon­
sib1ity and not rely upon a 
dominant elite to decide how 
"normal" the rest of society is. 

The same must apply to 
those works of literature and 
art that are "not conducive to 
social order". The flaw in this 
argument is that it assumes 
that men act in terms of "ideas 
in the sky" and not in terms of 
their enviromental conditi-ons. 
If there is social disorder let us 
not look to the minds of men 
for the causes; let us look at 
their material conditions for 
the cause of their unrest. 
Social disorder is the result of 
an injustice in the social order. 
If the mass of men cry for 
more, let us look to the mate­
rial fact of their economic ex­
ploitation. If there is crime and 
violence in a society, the cause 
lies not in the "thoughts" of 
violence, but in the very 
violence that is perpetrated 
under the surface by the 
ruling elite of that society. The 
values that are to be found in 
movies, books etc., can only 
take hold if these very same 
values are the current theme 
of the society itself. Censorship 
cannot cure a society of crime 
and violence for it aims at the 

wrong target. Violence can 
only be destroyed if the 
causes of violence are recti­
fied. 

SOCIAL CONTROL 

It is usual when any criti­
cism of censorship is .offered, 
for the critic to look only at 
what is being done without 
looking at why it is being done. 
When we strip away all the 
superficial reasons for cen­
s o r s h i p , it becomes im­
mediately obvious that it acts 
as a tool for maintaining 
political supremacy. Control of 
the mass media means control 
of the effective means of com­
munication. But this does not 
only mean control .of the avail­
ability ·Of information. It also 
means control of the dis­
tribution of information. When 
we understand this we begin to 
ask: who is maintaining their 
political supremacy by these 
means? In a society where 
property is hallowed, where 
the owners of this means of 
production have all the finan­
cial support, all economic activ­
ity becomes dominated by one 
class. Since effective action­
w i t h i n society necessarily 
needs economic support for it 
to survive, the mores of the 
society will reflect the wishes 
an d aspirations of this 
dominant class . Thus we find 
that institutions within the 
society will be geared rbo per­
petuating or extending the cul­
ture of that particular group. 
Even though no direct cen­
sorship is applied, the mass 
media will therefore effectively 
reflect only one type of 
analysi>s: the analysis that suits 
the ruling elite. 

It is this second type .of cen­
sorship which is far more ~ang­
erous, for it is far more subtle. 
It exists and controls not by 
direct means but by virtue 
of it possessing effective 
control of the means of 
production and the channels of 
distribution. It arises in a 
society where power is taken 
by an elite either by their 
economic status or, in an or­
ganisation like a university, by 
right of power being accorded 
them. Censorship can only 
truly be countered when the 
mass of society organises itself 
to put forward its point of 
view. It can only be overcome 
wh: n power is distributed 
t h r o u g h o u t the society, 
thereby rendering effective 
communication possible. 
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J ASK the reader's indulgence 
for two abbreviations used 

in this article: I have used the 
word "English" to mean Eng­
lish-speaking South Africans, 
and I have used the word "Af­
rikaner" to mean all Af­
rikaners except the dissenters, 
to whom I apologise. As Af­
rikaner dissent grows, it will 
be a usage less and less permis­
sible. 

So far as I know, there exists 
no study of the influence of 
the English culture on the Af­
rikaans, nor of the influence of 
the Afrikaans culture on the 
English. It is possible that 
there are unpublished theses 
lying in the archives of our 
universities but it is hard to 
understand why no substantial 
study has ever been published. 
In this brief article I do noth­
ing more than offer a few 
notes. 

RIGHTS OF DISSENTERS 

In my lifetime English 
political thinking has been 
powerfully influenced by Af­
rikaner Nationalist thought. 
How much of his influence is 
deep and permanent, and how 
much is a yielding to necessity, 
one cannot say. It has been es­
pecially powerful in two fields , 
that of race theory and prac­
tice, and that of the theory and 
practice of law, the safeguard­
ing of evil liberties, and the 
relationship of the individual 
to the State. 

At one time the contrary in­
fluence was also strong, as can 
be seen in the lives and actions 
of General Botha, Smuts and 
Hertzog, but the incompatibil­
ity between British justice and 
South African racial policy ex­
ised even earlier than that, 
and indeed had come into ex­
istence more than a hundred 
years earlier, at the time of the 
British occupations of the 
Cape. Since the coming of the 
Nationalists into power in 1948, 
the British traditions in both 
these fields have lost much 
ground, and a great many Eng­
lish-speaking South Africans 
either have ceased to believe in 
them, or have acquiesced in 
their decline. 

There is no overt Nationalist 
Party opposition to any inter­
ference with the liberty of the 

individual and the power of 
the courts. Opposition begins 
in the United Party, though its 
attitude is very far from fiat 
just tia ruat caelum, and the 
strength of opposition in­
creases as one moves further 
left. What is more, the more 
radical the opposition, the 
more radical becomes the reac­
tion of the government, and 
this development does not 
cause English-speaking South 
Africa much concern. The days 
are gone when one died for the 
rights of dissenters. In fact the 
dissenter of the left who has 
suffered under the hand of the 
Government, can hardly con­
ceal his pleasure when he 
hears the heartfelt cries of the 
dissenter of the right, who now 
fears that he may have to 
take some of the medicine he 
helped to concoct. 

The reasons for the strength 
of the Afrikaner influence on 
English political thought are 
many. One is that it is more 
comfortable to be on the band­
wagon than off it, even though 
one is not permited to do 
more than give an occasional 
rat-tat-tat on the smallest 
drum. Another is that the race 
policies of Afrikaner National­
ism seem to be immutable, 
except for the names, and 
therefore one must accept 
them if one hopes to achieve 
anything at all. But I think 
that the most important reason 
is that Afrikaners and English­
speaking South Africans share 
the same fear, and that is of 
their black fellow-continentals. 
Fear of the coloured people 
has never been considerable, 
and fear (and dislike) of the 
Indian people has much 
abated. 

But the support given by the 
English to Afrikaner race 
policies, and to the Nationalist 
concept of the State is not 
wholly dependable. What the 
Nationalists expound with such 
grim sing,e-mindedness is ac­
cepted with a kind of cynicism 
and resignation by the English. 

The number of English 
s p e a k e r s who are real 
authoritarians is limited. They 
are all anti-Communists, that 
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goes without saying, but in ad­
dition they are all anti-British, 
an t i-American, anti-liberal, 
anti-student, and certainly 
anti-church when the church 
becomes too critical of the 
State, and they constitute a 
huge percentage of letter­
writers to the Press, indicting 
epistles which cause the blood 
pressure to rise sharply in lib­
eral and progressive arteries. 
Most of them espouse the cause 
of religion, but it must be 
establishment of religion, con­
fining itself to the worship of 
God and the things of the sou'l, 
keeping clear of politics and 
protest, and showing a proper 
respect for the powers that be. 
These authoritarians evoke 
little warmth from the other 
members of their group, and 
this gives rise to the National­
ist suspiscion that the English 
would not be wholly reliable in 
an emergency, and therefore 
they must be given no position 
of any real responsibility. 

LESS PURITANICAL 

Why is it that while one ack­
nowledges the power of Af­
rikaner political influence of 
the English, one still suspects 
that the English are not wholly 
reliable? The answer Hes, I 
think, in their religion and 
morality. Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans, and Methodists and 
Presbyterians increasingly, are 
less puritanical. Sunday is for 
them a day of relaxation as 
well as of worship, and with ex­
ception, their priest and min­
isters take a tolerant view of 
mini-skirts, the moderate and 
pleasurable use of liquor, horse 
racing. and the like. They 
counsel moderation rather 
than prohibition, and their 
ministers, especially in the 
country town, have nothing 
like the power of the dominees. 
One can safely say that English 
religion and morality are more 
oermissive than those of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. 

It is this permissiveness that 
makes the English unreliable. 
Authority does not bear down 
so heavily on the individual. 
Dr. Albert Hertzog, is quite 
justified in believing, accord­
ing to his lights, that only the 
Calvinistics are reliable, al­
though we should note that 
Calvinist scholars of repute 
maintain that Dr. Hertzog's 
Calvinsim is an aberration, 
notably in its espousal of apart­
heid and separate devel­
o p m e n t . Dr. Hertzog is 
abundantly right in distrusting 
the Verligtes also, for they 
manifest in themselves the 
sign of English influence, a 
phenomenon with which we 
shall now deal. 

MORE PERMISSIVE 

There can be no doubt that 
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considerable number of Af­
rikaners envy the English their 
more permissive religiorn and 
morality, and have been 
prof o u rn d I y influenced by 
them. The mini-skirt wearers 
of Durban and the long-haird 
boys, are often Afrikaans­
speaking. So are the beauty 
queens and 'the Sunday beach­
goers. I have no doubt that Mr. 
Vorster would play golf on 
Sundays were it not for the 
rigid views of so many of his 
supporters. The influence of 
the English Press on so many 
of his supporters. The in­
fluence of the English Press on 
the Afrikaans has been im­
mense, as has also been the in­
fluence of what were once Eng­
lish monoplies, commerce and 
industry, banking and the 
stock exchange. 

T h e A f r i ka n e r world 
becomes day-by-day more like 
the English world. At one time 
the Afrikaner was in danger of 
becoming recognisably Ang­
licised. Today the likelihood is 
just as great, but it takes place 
in a different way. The Af­
rikaner no more becomes an 
Engl'ishman, yet he becomes 
less and less like the Afrikaner 
whose passing moves Dr. Hert­
zog to a state of frenzy. We are 
Anglicising and Afrikanerising 
one another. That is the truth 
of it. I see little chance that 
either will swallow up the 
other. I see only an irresistable 
process of cross-fertilisation, 
which could be arrested only 
be Nazi methods . Luckily our 
authoritarian government, 
though it can be callous and 
cruel, is not likely to ex­
terminate dissenters. 

LIKELY TO WEAKEN 

It is true that the influence 
of English permissiveness has 
powerfully affected the Af­
rikaner, is H likely also to 
affect Afrikaner authoritarian­
ism. Is it likely that Afrikaner 
conformity will begin to de­
cline, in politics, religion, liter­
ature and education? Is the in­
creasing diversification in Af­
rikaner behaviour likely to 
weaken that political influence 
which the Afrikaner group has 
exerted on the English? Are 
Afrikaner students, for ex­
ample, going to say that they 
are not satisfied to leave all 
racial contact to the Govern­
ment? Are Afrikaner news­
papers going to begin exposing 
national scandals like Limeh­
ill? Uys Krige and Leo Mar­
quard are veteran dissenters, 
but Afrikanerdom continues to 
throw up others: Beyers 
Naudes and Bill de Klerks and 
Andre Brinks, and those stout 
hearts who still belong to 
NUSAS and champion it. 

I have no means of con-
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ducting a reliable survey, but 
it seems to me that Afrikaner 
dissent is growing, not declin­
ing; and what is more, it is 
manifesting itself at a time 
when to dissent is more dang­
erous than it used to be. It is 
difficult to estimate the stay­
ing power of Stellenbosch dis­
sent, and one may exaggerate 
Hs importance, but it seems to 
show that among young Af­
rikaners there are those who 
wish to communicate direct 
with their contemporaries of 
other races, and are not con­
tent to accept the services of 
official intermediaries. 

SERIOUS QUESTIONING 

Would the decline of Af­
rikaner authoritarianism cause 
also a realisation of rigid race 
policies? Would a weakening of 
the young Afrikaner belief 
that father is always right, that 
the Party, the State, the Prime 
Minister, .are always right, 
result in a serious questioning 
of all those Afrikaner dogmas 
that have determined Af­
rikaner conduct for so long? 
One cannot answer these 
questions with any certainty: 
The imponderables are too 
many. Let us conclude by look­
ing at them briefly. 

All over the world dogmatic 
belief is losing its hold on the 
human mind. The younger gen­
erations no longer take for 
granted the beliefs of the 
older. They want things to be 
proved, and if they cannot be 
proved, they must not be 
believed. Dogmatic religion is 
adhered to by fundamentalists 
only, for the reason, conscious 
and unconscious, that they 
need something unquestioned 
and immutable to hold onto 
amidst the changes and 
chances of this mortal life. 

But more and more people 
would rather face the changes 
and chances than accept the 
dogmas. In planning a journey 
to the moon there is no place 
for dogma, and more and more 
human activity is of this 
nature. This means that there 
is a decay of authoritarianism 
in the fields of belief, custom, 
tradition, religion and moral­
ity. 

Yet a contrary trend must 
also be recognised. In our own 
country in 1971 the mini-skirt 
flourished alongside the BOSS 
Act and the threat to 
strengthen the hold of cen­
sorship. This governmental 
authoritarianism is by no 
means confined to the com­
munist countries. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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OUR V~4RSITIES NUSAS travel departm·ent 
1 introduc~es n.ew to·urs 

BEHIND TIMES THE NUSAS TRAVEL depart-
ment has launched a new 

and dynamic programme. The 
f·irst full-time travel manager, 
Mr. Martin Morgan, has taken 
office in Cape Town. 

W,HILE THE FACULTIES of 
South African universiNes 

proudly claim to be keeping 
abreast of .academic and teaching 
d e v e I o p m e n t s o·verseas, our 
residential conditions are weB 
over a decade behind those accep­
table to administrations of und­
versities overseas. 

This is the cla•im made by Mr. 
Kelvin Williams, a member of 
the NUSBD National Executive, 
in a .paper on "The Re&idenNal 
System at 'South African Univer­
sities." 

DJiFFI<CULTIES 
Mr. Williams believes that des­

pite the multiplkity of forms 
which student grievances take 
w;ithin residenrNal systems, the 
majority of difficuJti.es .originate 
in the "in loco parentis" theory 
to which aH South .Mrican uni-

TRAGIC DEATH 
OF VAL POLLEY 

MRS. VAL POLLEY and her 
nme- year- old daughter, 

Janis, were killed in a car col­
lision in Natal two days before 
Christmas last year. Her hus­
band, Jimmy, a student at 
this University for two years, 
was only slightly injured. 

. Their son, Simon, suffered 
severe head injuries and is 
still recovering. 

The Polleys were married 11 
years ago and spent three 
years in America after Jim­
my had been awarded a schol­
arship from the World Coun­
cil of Churches. 

While in Grahamstown, 
Jimmy was working towards 
:the completion of a Ph.D 
thesis entitled "A study of 
Methodoligy in South African 
Society." As well as typing his 
thesis, Val took on half-day 
jobs to supplement the family 
income. She was a committee 
member of the Grahamstown 
branch of the Black Sash. 

Mrs. Betty Davenport, 
Chairman of the £lack Sash 
in Grahamstown said this in 
an obituary in the Black Sash 
Magazine: 

"To Jimmy and Simon we 
extend our deepest sympathy 
and we know that this comes 
from the many friends she 
and Janis made and particu­
larly those who worked with 
Val in this sphere of trying to 
put right some of the wrongs 
done to people who have 
never had a chance ·in life. 
She felt strongly about these 
injustices and was prepared to 
go a long way to bring about 
change." 

SMALLS 
Unclassified smalls will be pu b­
lished on request, the cost being: 
20 cents for 10 words. Thereafter 

two cents per word. 

LEADER Gallery is the shop 
for batiks. Batik dresses, 

shirts and cushions . Beaded 
handbags. 

TYPING done at home: 

Foolscap single space . . 30c 
Foolscap 1! space . . . . 25c 
Quarto . . . . . . 20c 
Stencil . . . . . . 15c 
Phone Mrs. Schmidt at 2336 (dur­
ing the day) and 3080 (after 5 
p.m. 

versities (except Natal) cldng 
rigidly as a justification for 
systems created decades ago 
when social norms - and the 
a'Verage student - were radicalllY 
different fwm what they are 
today. 

Linked with this concept is the 
"equally .nebulous "good name .of 
the Uruiversity." In this concept, 
it is left entir.ely to senior 
member-s of the Senate to decide 
what that "name" is, what "good" 
is, and what will damage that 
"good." Mr. Williams chaHenges 
these two concepts on the 
gr.ounds that "a university is an 
academic institution and tha<t the 
only maj.or facto.rs of relevence to 
its "good name" should the-refore 
be of academic significance. 
Soc-ial and moral factors should 
be only ·peripherally r.elevent, 
and deviation from soda! and 
moral ruorms punishable primar­
·ilY where such devd·ation would 
-interfere with the attainment by 
others of their academic ends, or 
where they actually tmnsgress 
the laws of the land. 

EXTENSION 
"Residences are regarded as •an 

extension of the school system, 
where character bui-lding and 
socio-moral -r.estrictions are still 
considered the responsibility of 
the authorities .rather than the 
c o n c e r n of the ind·ividual 
student." 

M r . Williams says that 
"p•erhaps the only compromise 
within this type of system would 
be that aimed at estalblishing a 
closer relationship between the 
social and moral norms of the 
university residence ·structure 
and .the no·rms •generally acc-epted 
- and enj,oyed - :in life outside 
a university today. We live under 
a svstem that bears little 'O·r no 
relation >to the realities of the 
•"outside world" and does little to 
increase s•tudents' matur-ity and 
·sense -of responsibility, -rather 
delaying this development in a 
school hostel-type cocoon. 

"However the rationale behind 
:student concern for reform lies 
also in the positive desi-re rto ~m­
orove the standing and quality of 
students produced by our univer­
sities. Residence structures could 
-and should serve as a base for 
the development of both social 
maturtty and individual -respon­
sibility in all students, if only a 
more positive and realisti>c app­
roach were taken biY the Univer­
sity authoriti-es ." 

Mr. Williams stresses that "the 

A former member of the Wits 
SRC, Mr. Morgan wiH handle the 
incre.asing demand 'by /South Af­
rican students for travel 
faciHties. 

He has announced that this 
year will .see the introduction •of 
several new tours, including the' 
exciting charte-r flights to Europe 
in November. By chartening 
flights with an ·international ·air­
line, the cost ,of a r.eturn fare has 
been reduced to as little as R265. 
This -service available to all 
students who have signed up as 
members of NUSWEL ·by the end 
of •May, is the cheapest available 
means of 111ir travel :to the Con­
tinent, undercutting even the 
present AIE'SEC cost. 

Mr. Morgan will also be wo-rk­
ing on special inter.est tours. :An 
eJCample of these ·is the Art Study 
Tour, which will take place in 
July and will be conducted by 
Professo-r Neville Dubow, Profes­
sor of Fine •Arts at the Univers1i·ty 
of Cape Town. 

student does not ask the uni'Ver- Another service which Nusas 
sity to condone drunkenes·s, dis- will be launching this year is a 
·ruptive .r.owd,iness, vandalism or free advice agency in Brussels, 
drug taking. He •asks for nothing where the cha-rter flights will be 
·but the right to live a no-rmal landing. 
adult existence, in the room .he i . . . . . . 
has hired fro'm the univ,ersity." Nusas 1s con.s11denng Jommg 

the 'Internatwnal Students 

Two cultures 
Continued from Page 5 

It is strong in Greece, Brazil, 
and South Africa. It rests too 
on a dogma, namely that 
national need, national emerge­
ncy, demand a measure of 
totalitarian authority. Those 
who hold this dogma are inter­
ested in power, those who 
oppose it are interested in 
freedom. Who wins? That is 
the question that I cannot 
answer. 

Israel talk on Tuesday 
Travel Conference which will 
enable it to ·take advantage of 
numerous international student 
concessions, including the la-rge 
number of student charter flights 
in Europe. 

We are often told that dic­
tatorship arises only when the 
people abdicate. I am not con­
vinced l:Jy this argument. Is it 
not perhaps true that only a 
small percentage of people will 
ever resist the would-be dic­
tator? Is it established - can 
it ever be established - that a 
·permissive society makes a dic­
tatorship unlikely. One cannot 
therefore conclude that as Af­
rikaner society grows more per­
missive the danger of dic­
tatorship recedes. 

"JSRAEL WAR OR 
PBACE" will be the title 

of a lecture ,to be g;iven by the 
Isr.aeJ,i Consul General at 
Rhodes next week. 

Mr. Itzchak Unna, who was 
born in Germany in 1922, 
moved to P.a1estine in 1935. 
During the Second Worl.d War 
he served with the Royal Eng­
ineer.s ('Palestine Company) in 
England, Austria and Italy. 

In Israel's War -of Irrdepen­
dence his Carmel Brigade cap­
tured · Haifa and Acre .and 
seized the -Western Galilee . Mr. 
Unna rema·ined in the army 
until 1953 a.nd then took up a 

position in the Israeli Fore·ign 
Diploma.tic Service. 

His duties have taken him to 
New York, where he .served as 
Vrice-Consul, Chicago, London 
and now in South Africa. 

'In 19•63 Mr. Unna returned 
to Is·r.ael for 1three year.s, spend­
ing one year at the Defence, 
College in Jerusalem. He was 
then posted to Bonn in Ger­
many, to become a member of 
Isra·el's first embassy there. 

!Mr. Unna will a'ddress a 
s t u d e n t meeting in the 
Chemistry Lecture Theatre on. 
Tuesday April 27, at 5.1-5 p .m. 
Professor Ar~in will chair the 
meeting. 

SARGENT T'O, 

JOIN STIAF'F 
1 ROY SARGENT, who is one of 

the most exciting and 
talented personaHties in South 
Af·rioan theatre, is join'ing the 
staff of the Speech and Dr.arna 
Department in August fhis year. 

1Mr. Sargen:t has already 
directed two productions for the 
Sp·eech and Drama Department. 
In 1969 he directed Ben Jonson's 
comedy "The 1Sdlent Woman," 
and last year he directed Guy 
Butler's p!.ay "Richar-d Gush of 
Salem." Bo.th productions went 
on tour to Gape 'J;own, anld the 
good reviews that they rece·ived 
there did much to enhance the 
growing r·eputation of .the Drama 
Department. 

Mr. Sargent obtained his Eng­
lish Honours degree at Cape 
Town University and began hi's 
career producing radio dramas 
for -the SABC. He i·s now -one of 
the resident directo·rs for OAPAB 
but still finds opportunity for 
free J.ance directing. 

!Some of his mo-st successful 
pr oductions hoH~ j-. n n'1 Jon <en's 
"Volpone" and "The Silent 
Woman," Sheri dans "The Rivals" 
Strindberg's "The Father," an'd 
Guy Butler's "Salem." 

Mr. Sargent will lecture in the 
Speech and Drama Department 
for a yea-r, during which time he 
will direct two plays. 

And there is a third, and 
p e c u l i a r l y South African 
factor, already .alluded to, and 
that is the white mans fear of 
the black. Would a decay in 
authoritarianism mean that 
politicians could no longer use 
"the swart gevaar" and the 
appeal to tradition as a rally­
ying-call? Would a decay in 
authoritarianism be accompa­
nied by a lessening of white 
fear? I have always believed 
that a narrowing of the black­
white income gap would lead 
to a lessening of racial tension, 
and it seems to be possible that 
under a declining author­
itarianism the standard of 
black living would begin to 
rise appreciably, and that 
would be accompanied by the 
growth of a stable, urban, prop­
erty-owning African middle­
class, which would be con­
s e r v at i v e a n d n o n­
revolutionary. 

Indeed none of the changes 
discussed here, actual and 
potential, partake of the 
nature of revolution, and they 
will not satisfy those who want 
justice tomorrow. Yet history 
may one day say that Af­
rikanerdom was saved from a 
final and bloody confrontation 
with its black fellow-coun·try­
men, by the fact that Af­
rikaners had to live cheek by 
jowl with the permissive Eng­
lish, who, H appeared, had no 
interest other than making 
money. It's an odd thesis, but 
then previews of history are 
of·ten unbelievable. 

CHESS SOLUTION 
I 
' 1. Q-QR6 (a fine waiting move); 2. If (a) 1 ... P-B5; 2 .. . Q-QRS 

I check. mate fol~ows (b) 1 ... P-K3; 2 .. . Q-K7 check. mate follows 
(c) 1 .. . P-Q3, 2 ... KxP check. mate follows . 
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VIRGINIA WOOLF? 

"THE novelist, Virgini·a 
Woolf, acutely aware of 

the ways in which civilized 
society tends to pervert human 
111ature, saw how the cultivated 
and ruling classes had become 
g h o s t s trapped in their 
machinery for living. In her 
novels she demonstrated the 
urgent need for man to remake 
himself and his society." 

(Writers and Critics.) 

Refuge in illusions is not sat­
isfactory, and man must seek a 
new way to endure life and 
face reality. Society must be re­
made by men enlightened 
enough to break away from 
sterile traditions and ways of 
life - this is the message car­
ried by Edward Albee's play, 
written within the traditions of 
the Theatre of the Absurd. As 
a social document, "Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" is a 
unique, if grim and savage, ex­
posure of a way of life which is 
symbolically American. While 
falling within the framework 
of the Theatre ·Of the Absurd, 
striving to expose man as the 

ridiculous, febrile, monstrous 
figure he is, and attacking the 
very foundations of American 
illusions and opinions, Albee's 
play forms part of the trend 
away from the total absurdity 
of human existence. 

Albee makes use of all the 
modern stage devices and con­
ventions. His use of violence is 
justified by his intention of 
shocking his audience into 
awareness of the social situa­
tion he is portraying. Typical 
of the Absurd tradition are the 
games invented to pass the 
time and the te:ling of stories. 
The games in "Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?" sometimes 
cease to be merely time-wast­
ing factors, and the inventions 
make it possible for the charac-

ters to justify their existence 
through heir imaginaive con­
structs or illusions. Martha, for 
instance, unable to justify her 
existence otherwise, fabricates 
the illusion of a 'son to give the 
il:usion of creativity. This her 
husband George agrees to, 
because the imaginary child 
satisfies their common needs 
and gives them a reason for 
being. 

Essential to an under-
standing of the play is some 
idea of the background of the 
Great American Dream. This il­
lusion was broken down in 
Albee's play, and the three 
generations discernable in the 

play show clearly how the 
breakdown has come about. 
The three generations going to 
make up Albee's American 
"family" are the old era of dy­
namic vision and energy; the 
present era of decay and the 
break-down of values, and a 
darkly prophesied future gen­
eration. 

In "Who's Afraid of Virginia 
W o o If ? ' ' the patriarchial 
figure, representing the dy­
namic principle of the vanish­
ing generation in the ac­
cumulation of wealth, power 
and prestige, is described with 
awe, but he is never seen. 

The present generation is 
dominated by the woman. 
Martha takes the interest in 
p r act i c a I ent.:;rprise and 
achievements, and inherits the 
male aggressiveness. She makes 
her way into what had been 
the exclusive preserves of men, 
because, for some reason in­
comprehensible to her, they 
have abdica ted their functions. 
Like most sensitive American 
males, George has opted out of 
his society's norms and values. 
His practical failures are his 
own choice - they are not in-

herent weaknesses. Martha's at­
titude to this oulook makes 
Albee's point fairly clear, that 
George's insistence on his right 
to individuality is a crime in 
terms of the conventions of his 
society. 

The you111ger generation is 
represented by Nick, who has 
been described as "a forecast 
of triumph for the I.B.M. 
male," and Honey, whose play 
of innocence and near-hysteria 
are naive tricks designed to 
keep her free of responsibility. 
As the more sensitive Ameri­
can males have done, Honey 
abdicates, appalled by what 
maturity would require her to 
be and do, with the concrete 
example of Martha before her 
as a non-too-silent testimony. 

The action of the play is 
simple. Martha, a college presi­
dent's daughter, and her hus­
band, George, a history profes­
sor, return from a college 
party, and begin an orgy of rip­
ping away each other's dignity 
and illusions. Done with each 
other for the time being, they 
turn on Nick and Honey, a 
young couple newly arrived in 
their community. Martha takes 
Nick to bed, only to find that 

he is impotent. George in the 
meanwhile, knowing full well 
what is happening, escapes into 
his imagination, where he can 
attain some clarity of thought. 
From this process, he emerges 
'able to kill their imaginary 
son, his and Martha's most pre­
c i o us illusion, which is 
designed to give some degree 
of transcendence of reality. 

T h e w h o I e American 
educated community is im­
plicated in this simple plot, 
and the setting designed to 
show that the Gituation and 
problems posed by the play are 

particularly those of the Amer­
ican intellectual. George's posi­
•tion is symptomatic of that of 
the sensitive, intellectual 
American male, but George is 
in the fortunate position of 
being able to use the wider 
perspective his study of history 
has given him to expose the 
problems of both the con­
formists and the malcontents. 

The verbal thrust and parry 
be tween George and Martha 
shows very effectively their dif­
ferent escape-routes or ways of 
feeling reality. George puts his 
whole being into the game of 
withering insult and verbal tor­
ments, for imagination is all 

that is left to him, while 
Martha regards the combat as a 
mere escape-valve for her emo­
tions. George's refuge is in the 
world of the intellect, though 
his love for history and his res­
pect for the humanities is too 
great for him to use them as a 
basi's for ambition. 

It is s-ignificant that Albee 
should use as two of his charac­
ters Nick and George, as re­
presentative respectively of 
aggressive modern science and 
the returning and increasingly 
introspective humanities. The 
dialogues between George and 
Nick show clearly the dis­
tinctive and sterile nature of 
Nick's type of scientific app­
roach, and George's concern 
for the survival of the arts in 
the face of increasing phil­
istinism. His cynical gibes at 
Nick's expense cover a very 
real apprehension and the 
basic feeling of insecurity 
given him by the encroach­
ment of science on his world is 
a further cause of his embrac­
ing illusions as the only way 
out for him. 

The great illusion which 

George and Martha share is 
their belief in the existence of 
their son. The invented child 
has been called an artistic 
error on the part of Albee. As 
a device within the Theatre of 
the Absurd, however, it is cer­
tainly permissible and sym­
bolically most effective. Their 
son forms an anchor for their 
marriage and their lives. Both 
George and Martha are gifted 
enough to sustadn their myth, 
and i-t gives them an illusion to 
contradict their manifest steril­
ity. The destruction of the il­
lusion is the key to an under­
standing of the play, and re­
flects the "message" of the 
pl-aywright. 

Albee 's savage satire is 
highly successful and well con­
trolled and he is a master of 
cynical humour. The play is 
both brutally shocking and 
brilliantly funny at the same 
time, but the impact of the 
violence and crudity takes 
away much of the force of the 
humour at a first reading. 

The acceptability of his 
social comment and criticism 
seems quite evident, nor does 
he have to resort to making 
caricatures to atta:in this end. 
He strikes a good balance bet­
ween the symbolic importance 
of his characters, and their in­
dividuality. 

T h e greatness of his 
'achievement lies in the fact 

that, by using a device whose 
success was proved by the 
Greek tragedians, Albee suc­
ceeds in communicating, by 
means of a concrete and visible 
conflict within the family, 
what is essentially a social, 
more abstract and normally un­
dramatisable situation. 
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RHODES WINS I Fencing team 
BIRCH CUP ' 

The Rhodes 1st XV defeated in Cape Town 
A.I.JB>ANY FOR THE Birch Cup 

Double 
honour 

for Hodder 
NIGEL HODDER, the South 

African Universities sprint 
champion and holder of the 
Border 100 metres record, has 
scored two notable victories 
during the last week. 

Last Friday night he was 
named the Eastern Province 
Senior Athlete of the year 
1970, .and it was announced 
last week he has been invited 
to represent Rhodesia in 
Greece. 

Hodder, who is Rhodesian 
by birth, has been invited to 
run the 100 and 200 metres in 
an Athletics meeting to be 
held in Athens on June 12 and 
13. Rhodesia was invited to 
send two atheltes to the meet­
ing, and those selected were 
the Black sprinter Anton Man­
dasa .and Hodder. 

Hodder, 22, came second in 
the South African 100 metres 
sprint in Pretoria last year, 
and won the South African 
100 metres title in Bloemfon­
tein in December. His best 
time over thi·s distance is 10.3 
seconds. 

The world record for the 
100 metres is 9.9 seconds, held 
jointly by three American 
Negroes Jimmy Hines, 
Charley Green and Ronnie 
Smith. 

Harrison's 
Pharmacy 
Telephone 4211 

95 HIGH STREET 
GRAHAMSTOWN 

GRAHAM 
HOTEL 
for all your 

Liquor Requirements 

Pop into La Fontana 
some night 

at the end of last term by 14 
points to eight. The game was 
played in rain throughout and 
neve.r reached any great heights. 

Rhodes were the first to score 
after seven minutes when Green 
gathered from a loose serum on 
the Albany line to score far out. 
The conversiGn faHed (3-
0). Albany equalised in the 
twentieth minute with a penalty 
by Webster. 

Rhodes' back Hne looked dang­
erous on ·occasions and good 
movements broke down from bad 
handling of a slippery ball. 

!Rhodes went further ahead 
when Stevens scored afte.r the 
Albany fly-half had fumbled. 
Reed convel'ted to make the score 
8-3 at hallf-time. · 

Soon after half-time Albany 
were penalised for of.f sides in 
.front of their posts and Reed 
made no mistake with the kick to 
make the scor·e 111-3. Al'bany 
scored when Cooke went over 
from a loose melee on the Rhodes 
line. 

I(.ELL Y CUI") 
RESULTS 

The annual Kelly Cup Com­
petition was held at the Port 
Alfred Golf Club ·on Sunday 
April 4. The weather was very 
bad and it rained .all mor-ning, al­
though go'l'f was still played 
unde·r these unfavourable con­
ditions. 

After the first eighteen holes 
in the morning, fhe oleaders were 
G. Nupen and R. Hargreaves as 
wel.l as M. Fielding .and T. Swift 
both with 39 points. 

In the afternoon, Nupen and 
Hargreaves cracked and the com­
petition was won by Swift and 
Fielding with 39 and 42. Runners 
up were D. Dittmar and K. 
Smeelton with 77 points. 

Printed by East London Daily Dispatch Special mention should be 
(Pty) Ltd on behalf of the Students' made of Don Barker and Bruce 
Representative Council who publish at Scott who finished with 38 and 

45. However Barker who was 
the Students' Union, Rhodes University, I only up for Graduation, is not a 

Grahamstown registered student at Rhodes. 

tottrnament 
FOUR MEMBERS of the 

Rhodes Fencing Club, La­
wrence Mutch, Jim Heaton, 
John Berry and Mike King, 
went down to Cape Town over 
the Easter week-end to take 
part in the Cape Cham• 
p i o n s 'h i p s . These ch~m­
pionships were held as 'tnals 
for the team to represent the 
Oape Province at the Festival 
Games to be held at Cape 
Town O'Ver the tenth anniver· 
sary of the RSA. 

The Woman's Foil bouts 
were held on Saturday morn­
ing - Sue ·Ee]lls, who was at 
Rhodes last year, came fourth, 
but she was not fencing alt her 
best standard. After this, the 
Men's Foil pools were started. 
From the first pool, A.Uster 
Minar of UCT ( a Protea 
fencer who went on the over­
seas Universities fencing tour 
last vac.), Lawrence Mutch and 
Mi'ke King, and from the 
second pool, Jim Heaton, Greg 
Wells, ex-UCT, (Prortea for five 
years) and Gerhardt Shultz o'f 
Stellenbosch went forwa·rd into 
the finals. At the end •of the 
final, Jim Heaton and Alister 
Milllar ha•d to fight •a barrage 
match to decide on the winner, 
and Alister MHlar won the 

match. So in the foil of the 
.Rhodes fencers, Healton came 
second Mutch fourth, and 
King fift'h. 

DUELLING 

O.N Monday morning, the 
Epee championships were held. 
Epee is the equivalent of the 
duelling sword. Mike King 
-from the one pool, and Jim 
Heaton and John Berry from 
the other got through to •the 
finals . There had to be another 
lYarrage, ·between Jim Heaton 
and Greg Wells, a nd Wells won 
the fight. So .Rhodes again had 
three places in the -finals Jim 
Heaton second, John Berry 
third, and Mike King sixth. On 
Monday afternoon, the sabre 
fights were held. again Jim 
Heaton came second to Alister 
Millar, Mike King came fifth 
and John Berry eighth. The 
Master at Arms at Arms award, 
for the b'est a.Jl round fencer, 
was awarded to Jim Heaton. 

The Rhodes fencers were aU 
on form and considering ,the 
size of our club, did very well. 
The club is unfortunately 
isolalted f.rom other fencers, 
and does not get the competi­
tion H needs. 

Are YOU 

Interested 

in Journalism ? 

JOIN THE 

STAFF OF 

RHODEO 

An ancient chess problem to 
test your skill at the game 

The following position was constructed by the Rus·sian Grand 
Master, R. Mikan in 1958. White to play and mate in three. Solution 
on page 6. 
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