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,--DISC 0 NT EN 
A nunber of buildings was set a-+ 
light events: 

TOWNSHIP EVENTS 
What has been happening in the 
(.'rahams town location? There has 
been 1i tt le news in the co!IIDle rei al 
press and Rhodeo has tried to give 
a picture of events in chronologi­
cal ordPr . A lot of our information 
has b~?en omitted due to the fact 
that i. t was hearsay and has not, as 
yet, been confirmed. 

-lOth-
July lOth: The schoolchildren are 
at the height of the school boycott . 
Children from v a rious schools meet 
at Nathaniel Nyalusa High School. 
Police tried to dispe rse the stu­
dents with teargas. They retaliated 
by th rowipg stones. Po 1 ice then 
shot bird-shot pellets and many were 
injured. A woman Noli thi Violet 
Tsili died in the ensuing struggle. 

10 -18th 
_July lOth - 18th : Many students an d 
others went t o the Tsi li hous ehold 
to mourn. Speeches were made and 
there was rel ative quie t. 

EDITORIAL: 
Michael Bagraun 

!\CAIE MJI:C FREE OOM LECTURES : Every 
year Enghsh speaJnng un1versi ties 
have a lecture to conmemore>ile aca­
demic freedom. In 1980 academic 
freedom looks bleak. Prof. Bozzoli 
was invited to come to Rhodes Uni-
versity by Ian Phillips the chair-

-19th-
July 19th: This was the day of the 
Tsili funeral at Tantyi cemetry. At 
2 pm more than 5 000 people gathere c' 
for the funeral. At 3 pm police ar-­
rived and tried to disperse the 
crowd which hlld gathered to listen 
to the speeches. 

Many people moved to Rag lan Road -
where they threw stones a t the po­
lice. Birdshot was fired and seve­
ral people were injured . In the ev­
ening people b eg an throwing stone s 
ag ain . The p o lice arrive d . A 16 
year old student , BoyboyNobid a (wh o 
a ttende d Achie Mo leRe High School) 
was walking home at 7.30 pm. Bird­
shot hit him in the he ad and he 1 at-­
e r died in hospital. Later students 
stoned schools and the East Cape 
Adrninis tration Board offices were 
burnt -down by a petrol banb. 

20-25th 
July 20th - 25: Everyday there was 
mourning for BoyboyNobida which was 
attended by both Black and Coloured 
s t u den ts. There was relative peace 
over this perio d but everyone stay­
ed indoors t oo afraid to ]eave the 
sanct ity of t heir h anes. 
July 26th: The funer al o f Boyb oy 
Nbida .... . 

We must ask ourselves the question 
whether a eadem i c free darn s ti 11 ex­
ists in South Africa? 

CHRIS WATTERS 
A final year LL B student at Rhodes 
was arrested at the end of the mid­
year vac ation. Why has he not been 
charged or released? 

man of the Academic Freedom Commit- TROUBLE : 
tee. A precis of his speech was The problems in the 'locatio; seem to 
sent to the Chief Magistrate of have come to a head. The violence 
Graharnstown. Permission was not has solved none of the real problems 
granted for the speech to be given. there must be another answer. It 
Prof. Bozzoli was to speak in a verv has become obvious sane thing is 
liberal vein, he is a well known -· wrong - we know that time is running 
figure, and has always represented out - those with political power 
a moderate viewpoint. At the Uni- please help us. 
vers i ty of Cape Town.~ arrangements 
had been made for Martin Legassik 
to deliver the academic freedan lec--
ture. He was refused his visa. He Arts and Sciences 
subsequently sent a copy of his talk The Arts and Sciences Week turned 
to the organisers, but they were re- out to be very successful after a 
fused permission to read it out. near disaster. The Pharmacy displ P.y 
Legassik represented a more radical proved to be the best. The criteria 
viewpoint. The University of Wit- used were student participation and 
watersrand invited Garfield Todd to usefulness of the display. Thank 
give their Richard Feetham academic you to all the organisers. 
freedom address. Mr Todd a former Second place was gained by Plant 
Prime Minister of Southe-m Rhodesia Sciences. Anthropology, which had a 
was refused a visa by the Department week-long display, took third posi-

f the Interior. tion. 

Sat. 26th 
SATURDAY 26th JULY 1980 

All is not well ... as one would 
think while sipping coke on a warm, 
quiet day in Kaif. 

Before most had aroused themselves 
at 5 a.m. a delivery van was g utte d . 
The van carrying bread was on its 
way t o de live r to Kai f. 

This fated and 'peaceful' Saturday 
was the day of the funeral of Boy­
boy Nobida (lfuo was shot on July 
19th and died later in hospital).­
The funeral started at 11.30 a.m. 
and was at tended by about 2 000 
people. 

At 3. 30 p.m. the sane day students 
started throwing stones at the 
Peace-Makers. The police c>.rrived. 
In the ensuing struggle two men were 
killed one by the name of 'Blackie' 
Tsili - a relation of Ms Nohthi 
Tsili who was shot dead on July lOth 
1980. 

A nunber of fires WI'S started from 
about 4.15 to 7.30. The students 
were chanting Uhuru, wh ile Rho des 
s tudents could smell tear-g as on. the 
sports fields. 

S. R. C 

• Tantyi Beerball 
• N. V. CEW Higher Primary School 
· Tsiha Junior School 
• Staff-Office and a classroom of 
·Archie Molefta Higher Primary 
• A classroom at Velem Lower 
• Primary School 
• Tantyi Lower Primary School 

It is alleged that a Mr Night Nekila 
Njehula died and his house was par­
tially destroyed. : His shop Tantyi 
Cash Stores was burnt to the ground. 
Chief Peacemaker, Rich a rd ~congo's 
house was partially destroyed. 

A lot of smoke was seen over the 
Grahamstown location and noise was 
heard through the night. 

QUOTE FROM STUDENT: 

"We' 11 never go back to school unti 
our grievances are heard. 
1. Bantu Education must be changed 
2. The system of Governme nt is bad 
3. The Peace Makers must be aboli-

shed. 
The Peace Makers work with the po­
lice - if my fa t her was a Peace 
Maker he would be my enemy". 

When the church is no good, and the 
government falters, people tum to 
the writer as a prophet, he says. 

It is that time of the year again! 
Last year many grandiose pranises 
were made and none were kept. I 
would suggest that the candidates 
keep their feet on the ground and "All my life I've hanrnered one 
remember to fulfill their basic ob- thing: there can be no peace in 
ligations. this country if we don't recognise 

....................................... the African. 

AFRIKAANS IS 

POLITICAL 

RABIE 
"The word 'Afrikaans' is political" 
says Jan Rabie. 

The f anous Afrikaans writer be­
lieves that the essence of the 
Afrikaner's fight for survival is 
his language. "You take away his 
language, and you take away his 
soul", he says, "and the present 
situation implicates him in politic$, 

"But there is no such thing as 
politics to the writer", he hastens 
to add. "If he's a good writer, he 
sees the world - and politics is 
just one part of the world". 

Why cling to Europe? he asks. "I 
lived eleven years in Europe and 
this taught me that I'm responsible 
for one part of the planet - and 
that's not Europe. 

"South Africa characterises the 
world's weaknesses, left by Europe. 

Thus the world is hateful toward 
South Africa; it is scared of the 
darkness within itself", he says. 

It is the writer's task to "dig a 
pearl out of troubled waters", Rabi 
says. "The writer is here to wit­
ness - honestly- even if witnes­
sing is difficult. In moments of 
crisis, writers are very necessary". 

But Rabie is one writer who doesn't 
believe that the crisis in South 
Africa has reached a head. "People 
don't easily surrender", he says. 
"'The fever has to get worse before 
it heals" .. 



QUESTION O F STRATEGY?---

I solving South Africa's p ro blems I 

debate 
South Africa today is faced with 
problems of increasing enonnity. 
On the one side huddled Nats and o­
ther conformity- ridden apostles of 
Armageddon call out the WORMS to 
fight the conmunist border. The ot··· 
her crew within shout., beat their 
fists in ideological rage at the 
foolhardiness of Botha' s plans. Its 
Total Strategy they say, not for S.A 
but for the Nats. Liberals, left 
and right, spin like the Nautilus 
in the maelstrom of political real­
ity, not in Verne's fiction where 
they'd more adequately fit. Cadres 
on either side, militants, revolu­
ti onaries, cranks all doing things, 
saying things, but do they know 
what to do? 

• • c1t1zen 
In ci r cles inhabited by rabid 
sch l enteres, polit i cos or twits 
great play is made o f the deb at e 
which rages between "revisionists" 
and "liberals"; radicalism versus 
the conventional wisdom, so-called 
First-year politics students get 
essays to write on the race/class 
deb ate; students in NUS AS re fe ren­
da get bombarded with statements 
involving NUSAS' political philo­
sophy; academics argue relentless­
ly over surplus capital , labour 
theories of value and state capi ­
talism. Citizens outside univer­
sity precincts carry on buying com­
flakes, shares and vote PFP or oth­
erwise. l.fui te s choo lki ds g o to 
school are bored, don't want to 
learn; the township schools are em­
pty, there's nothing to use to l e arn 
with. Scholars liken the boy -
cotters to workers fighting the 
capitalist sys tern or as angry ado ­
lescents against racial institutions 
and irrationality. 

LEGAL CHA 

The debate has got lost in academia 
Too many long hours are spent stud­
ying the one and the others re­
sponse. It has become something to 
' spot' during ex an in at ions , s orne­
thing with which to play. The full 
implications of the debate have not 
been made clear. One would suspect 
that they've been passed over, ig­
nored, or consciously neglected. 
The result has been that the pheno­
mena of South African So ciety, -
Silve r ton, Soweto, Sasol, SWAPO, 
Free Mandela; bannings, boycotts, 
de ten ti ons - are not fully under-
stood. • act1on 
The debate is about political act­
ion. Put exceptionally crudely, 
i.ts all about the choice of taking 
un a weapon or taking yourself off 
to a polling booth. Let me throw a 
few details into the fray. The sa­
botage attempts, both successful 
and unsuccessful; the guerilla 
movements; b lack politi cal parties 
and the like an drink succour 
f rom ou t si de this co untri e s borde r s. 
Whi t e elections , peace f u l pro t es t , 
j u dicia l temperaments, fe derali sm, 
on ly pol i ti cal e quali t y , are a t the 
centre of the intern al sphere. It 
is more than coincidental that the 
stronghold of revisionism in its 
theoretical form of application to 
the South African situation is in 
London, whilst that of reformism is 
in Grahamstown, Cape Town and the 
other liberal institutions . 

reformist 
At base , the revisionist point of 
view is one which provides a theo­
retical plan or authice of what the 
strugg l e is all about. By its very 
nature it details the particular 
species of practical political ac­
tion which is most sui table - and 
in the e<:treme necessary- for the 
correction of the misdemeanours 
contained within South African so­
ciety. The same goes for the re­
formist world-view. 

E 

The above is definitely not as pro­
found as it may seem. The crunch 
comes when we drop from the lofty 
quiet of reading rooms and seminars 
to the streets cities and farms 
outside. For it is only when the­
ory coalesces with action that suc­
cess can be engendered. The impli­
cations of this statement became 
ever more clear the more closely 
we examine the problem. 

hq 
Let us do two things quickly. 
Firstly, trace the connections of 
a political action to its source; 
and then, secondly, look at the 
process from t he otherside, the 
academic side ... .. " But we take 
ourselves off to London to HO. 
Oliver Tembo, Reg September's the~ 
on a v1s1t fr~m Europe, Harold 
Wolpe, the Simon's couple, Legas­
si ck and a few others are present. 
Some mention is made about Gaddctfi 
and Kwome Nkrumah's lite rary stuff. 

• • • rev1S10n1st 
On their bookshelves we notice a 
whole lot of books, articles, pam­
phlets written by or ascrib ed to 
them . Cut . To take the second 
route, we return t o our uni versity 
seminar room, l ibrary or restrict­
ed reading . The essays wh i ch are 
presented by s t udents are varied, 
but a nunber analyse South Africa 
and its problems in revisionist­
albeit crude - terms. Now whether 
they happen to adopt the revision­
ist line just from its being fa­
shionable or because it seems to 
describ e what is going on better 
than. the reformist or some other 
branch of revisionism is not unim­
portant. Their advocation and for 
publication of their revisionist 
line is part and parcel of that 
s choo 1 which for the most part se­
ems to supply the theoretical under 
pinnings of the stru~g ling parties. 

A dichotomy arises wi th regard to 
act1v1ty on a political level once 
we analyse why the revisionism sto­
ry is adopted. There is a differ­
ence of the utmost i mportance bet­
ween an m1derstanding of and a be­
lief in a theoretical point of 
view. An understanding can lead 
either t o belief or non- belief and 
by extension active participation 
for or against that theory . A be­
lief in a theory on the other hand 
can be insufficient if it is not 
based on any sound foundation of 
understanding, that is, if it be­
comes a religion characterized by 
irrationality. The other option 
left now is the all important one: 
a belief based on a stringent un­
derstanding of the the ore tical ni cc 
ties, implications and shortcomings 
of a world-view. It is this latter 
which provides the agents and not 
merely the instrunents of revolu-
t' 

YE.5 .. I k NOW ... 
THE. LOG-IC 

E. SCA.f>E s ME T OO. 

A Chaskalson SC, B Comm LLB (Wits) 
is the dire ctor of the newly esta­
blished legal resources centre in 
Johannesburg. Mr Chaskalson is at 
present a member of the Johannes -

Students from Wi t s, R. A. U. and , 
U.N.I.S.A. take part in the legal we 
aid scheme. They can take this prac­
tical course as a credit for their 
LLB. degrees. 

need . ' Imp r ovement burg council, the board of the I 
Faculty of Law of t he University of a g 
the Witwatersrand and of the Nation- There are certain improvements need-
al Bar & anination Board of the The lawyer can help change society, ed, like industrial and labour law 
General Council of the Bar of South he said. There are many ways in mus t be taught. Also the large at-
Africa. He is a former chairman of which a lawyer can effect this change. tomey finns should employ fulltime 
the Johannesburg bar council. They can involve themselves in law- attorneys for the advancement of 
Advocate Chashalson was invited by making by s ending reconmendations to public interest, rather than forma-
the legal aid clinic to give a lee- Government Commissions . He said the terial gain, he said. 
ture in the law school's moot room. lawyer was the middle man of social 
Advocate Chasfialson is the director progress. The legal profession tends 
of the legal resources centre in Jo- to lag behind soci al change, but 
hannesburg . The centre has now full- young lawyers have the energy and 
time attorneys and advocates . idealism to change this, he said . 

Advocate Chashalson painted a bright 
future for South Africa by showing 
us that the legal profession has not 
thrown up its' hands in despair. 



~AGS MEETS JAMES 
Janes Michener was r ecently in 
Grahamstown as a guest of the 
o rg anisers of the Eng lish festi v al. 
He has recently completed a book a­
bout South Africa which will be on 
sale at the end of January 1981. 

The editor o f the Rhodeo , Michael 
B~raim, approached Mr Mi chener 
just af ter tea - he was re a ding his 
newspaper and appear ed to be wait·­
ing for sanebody. 

~: Good Morning Mr Michene r, 
could I ask you a f ew questions on 
behalf of the Rhodes University 
Student Newspaper? 
J.M.: Sure , I'd love to, but when 
I say something off the record - I 

mean off the record. 

sport's 
boycott 

~: Could you tell me wh e the r 
you still support the spo r ts Boy­
cott of S . A., whi ch you advocated 
about 10 years ~ o . This is very 
topical a t the mane n t wi t h the 
Lions t o ur h aving just take n place . 
J.M. : I n 1970 it s e rved its pur­
pose - it made the S.A. public sit­
up and think for the fi r st time. 
The situation was different then 
and South Africans thought they 
could carry on merrily without the 
help of the Western World. Today 
there are different factors to be 

Bags: Mr Mi chener bearing in mind 
that you voi ciferously advo cated 
the sports boycott of S.A. did you 
find any difficulty in obtaining a 
v is a to v isit S. A.? 
J. M. : We ll not re ally . I've been 
to S. A. three time.s before this and 
e ach tim e I've been give n my visa. 
I must admit that my visa was g iven 
only a day before I was due to 
leave, e ven thotgh I appli e d f o r it 
we ll in a dvance. But don't get me 
wrong I'm not grumbling, if I was 
in the position of the S . A. govern­
ment I would think twice about giv­
ing James Michener a visa- what, 
with all the trouble I've caused. 
What did surprise me, was the fact 
that many of my friends from all 
over the world told me not to cane 
here . 
Th ey had heard about the school's 
boy cott and the rioting. One n ews­
p aper eve n carried a ve ry horri f ic 
report about violence in Grahams­
t own. To t e ll you the truth this 
only incre ased my desire to come 
and s e e for myself . I've been 
pl e asant ly surprised to b e here and 
not s ee any of the violence th at 
was reported. Things always look 
worse from the outside , especiall y 
reading the press reports. Troublf' 
of this sort doesn't scare me, I 
went to Cambodia at the height of 
their trouble and even went to 
Israel during a full scale war. I 
would go to Iran tomorrow if I had 
the need to g o. 

taken into consideration. In 1970 ~: Mr Mich e ner you me ntion e d 
one could not foresee the changes that y ou read about S. A. in th e 
in Angola and Rhodesia; this is pres s - coul d you t e ll me if t he 
now h is t ory and a lesson h as been troubl e h e re was wide ly r e ported on 
learnt. Whe n the sp o r ts boycott and also wheth e r ycu t h i nk it was 
t ook-off many residents of S.A. wen•bi ased repor t ing. 
sho cke d. Spor t h as a l ways b een an 
importan t f acto r in the l i ves of 
South Afri c ans and without inter­
national canpe tition sport has de ­
teriorated. However, now as we en­
ter the 80's I feel the boycott 
would be us e l e ss - but who knows I 

PRESS BIAS 
might be wrong, I've been wro:13 many J.M.: Well, to answer your first 
times before and it doesn't help to question, S.A. has always been a 
be dogmatic! The public is still favourite subject of lmerican iour-
very sports minded, but they seem nalists, but this is a bit unf air 
to have sat up and listened. Occas- because journalists always look for 
sionally we still s•ee a government trouble spots and then blow their 
minister saying the Craven Rugby stories up. One need only look at 
Week must stay white, but this looks Zimbabwe and notice the attraction 
like the ex: ception and not the rule. to the place during the guerilla 
A lot of sports bodies today sean to war. 
be non-racial and obviously this 
would be the wrong place to have a 
boycott. 

I can quite happily say that the boy 
cott achieved what it set out to a­
chieve and we seem to have reached 
a deadlock which a further boycott 
will only danage. You have to agree 
with me when I say the situation in 
1980 is very 'different to that in 
1970 . --

I still think sport is a very power· 
ful tool; today I support President 
Carter in his boycott of the Olym­
pics and it looks like the majority 
are behind President Carter. 

But to get back to S . A., the Lions 
Tour was very beneficial to get S.A 
back into the international arena 
and this coul d only be conducive to 

cial change in S.A. 

We will never see reporting without 
a particular bias. One day I would 
read a favourable report about S.A. 
and then for the rest of the week 
S.A. will appear to be changing in 
all social and political spheres. 
Then the following week someone will 
say some thing like 'B 1 acks are slow 
thinkers' and bang the public opi­
nion wi 11 be deflated and every thin~ 
will be back to where it started. 
On the whole however, it looks like 
S.A. is improving and hopefully 
these changes we read about are not 
superficial changes, but are for 
real . I don' t know about this , but 
time wi 11 show . So one could say a 
lot of the reports are cont radi cto . 
although sometimes we in Arn e r i en 
know more what is going on in S.A. 
than you know what is going on a­
round you. I need only cite the 
Angolan affair to you. 

Bags: We are now sitting in the 
Settler's Monument which has b een 
criti cised for the EKpense it took 
to build it. What do you feel a­
bout l ec turing . here in v iew of thi s 
criticism? 

'CRAP' 
J. M; That's a load of ' crap', and 
you e an quote me on this . Whe r e 
would we be today without works of 
art, and monuments are included. 
One could the n say that the Egypt­
i ans should never have built the 
pyramids be cause some folk were 
poor. This is not an argument at 
all. It looks like some people 
wi 11 never be happy whate ver you 
do. No t building the monument 
would never have solved anything at 
all. One h as to look far de e pe r 
into thf' unde rlying structure s of 
pover ty be f ore one can t alk about 
pove rty its e lf. 

For that matter could y ou give me 
one good reason why the Eiffel 
Tower was built? 

ENGLISH 
FESTIVAL 

Bags: Mr Michener a lot of money 
has been spent on the En g lish f est 
i val an d al s o for th at matter on 
yourse If. When Prof Herbert Adam 
rece nt ly eame to Gr ah amstown he 
said t h at the food for the di nner 
give n i n hi s honou r should b e dis ­
tributed amongst the poor. Don't 
you think the money now spent coul 
have been spent in a di f ferent 
way? 
J. M. : I don't know Prof. Adam but 
I t end to think his gesture was 
just 'showboating'. In America we 
find a lot of people like that -
it was just an empty gesture. 
Sure there are better ways of spen · 
ing the money, but you show me 
ey anywhere and I will 
better way of spending 
B~gs: Well, thank you 
I m l ooking forward to 
book. 

andre brink 

inaugurated 
"Man exists . The world EK is ts. 
And the writer cares about the re­
lationship between them", said 
Professor Andre P. Brink in his in­
augural lecture as head of the 
Department of Afrikaans and Neder­
lands at Rhodes. 

Entitled "Why Literature?" Prof. 
Brink's lecture on July 23 was well 
attended. The fanous writer is 
tinned by the popular· French m~ a­
zine EXPRESS to b e awarded the 1980 
Nobel Pri ze in literature . 

maids & 
madams 
MAIDS & MADAMS b y Jacklyn Co ck 
(Ravan Pre ss, 450 n~es; Rl3.50 
hardback, R8.50 softback) 

A sys tern o f racial danination and 
SEK u a l dis crimination has c aused 
nearly 800 000 dome stic worke rs to 
b e an ong the most EKploitable and 
EKploited g roups in South Africa. 

• • I • 
Tins ~ s the messag e wh~ ch blasts 
from the p ages of a new study in 
the politi cs of EKploita tion, by 
Rhodes So ciology lecturer Jackie 
Cock. 

Base d on a sanple of 225 interviews 
with domestic workers and employers 
in the Eastern Cape, Maids & Madams 
is a d a ring ec pose of a social in­
stitution which has b e en an inte­
gral part of white South Afri c an 
life for generations. Ms Cock main · 
rains that domestic service is "the 
crudest expression of inequality in 
this s o ciety ". 

She found in her study that three­
quarters of full-time domestic work­
ers e a rn l e ss than R30 a month - an d 
they work for an average of 61 hours 
oer week. The y are deprived of fam­
ily and so cial life, and lack worker 
rights and legal protection. "We 
are slaves in our own country", s aid 
one domestic worker. 

Most expressed a deep sense of hope­
lessness and despondency about their 
lives, and none wanted the-ir child­

ren to be employed in danest i c ser­
vice. 

"You r employer looks down on you. 
You have to keep on saving, ' Re­
memb er t hat I am a wanan too "', one 
domes t ic wo rke r t o ld Ms Cock . "The 
chi 1 dren a r e rude. They don' t count 
us as people. They think we belong 
to the ir parents", said another. 

Maids & Madams is not only fasci­
nating social science. In it, Ms 
Cock has fuUilled her obligation 
"to record the cruelty, injustice 
and exploitation" which surrounds us 
all. 



,.. 

AFRIKAANS LIVES 
A syrnposi tnn was recently he 1 d at 
Rhodes, initi a lly called "Afrikaans 
literature and S.A. Politics"; but 
because pennission for the lecture 
was refused by Grahans town's Chief 
Magistrate, the title was changed 
to "The situation of the Afrikaans 
Writer". 

Jan Rabie and Jake s Ge rwe 1 were the 
speakers, with Andre Brink in the 
chair. 

Jan Rabie, the noted Afrikaans aut­
hor, was the herald of the renewal 
movement in Afrikaans literature in 
the Six ties . Jakes Gerwel, Profes­
sor of Afrikaans and Nederlands at 
the University of the Western Cape, 
has contributed much to the ec amin­
ation of the problems connected 
with the A£ ri kaans writer as af fe c­
ted by the colour problems in this 
country . His Phd dealt specifically 
with the problem _of literature and 
apartheid. 

JAN RABIE 
" No write r has to integrate politi cs 
into his litera tur e, nor li s ten to 
the radi cals of his time .... he 
mus t r a the r l ove his langu age and 

the wealth o f his languag e " , Rabie 
said. When he s poke of Bl ack \vr i t­
ers and Af r i kaans writers h e added 
the imperative "A specifi c langu­
age in a specific situation or a 
specific colour in tended to blot 
out the past." 

apartheid 
"In terms of our pre s ent situation, 
Afrikaans is identifie dwith the 
Nationalist rulers of the country, 
who n aively coined the phrase 

' Ap a rtheid' . Apartheid has b een 
enshrined in open di.s criminatory 
l eg islati on" . It is the language 
of the army and the police force. 
Af r ikaans wr iters are aware of the 
political animosity directed at 
Afrikaners arid at their language, 
he said. 

The Afrikaners did not invent racism 
aLthough they have been b laned for 
it. The Afrikaans writer can react 
to t his by defendin g or b y turning 
on his authorities. He has to cho-
ose hi s truth . Rabie said th a t 
the t r uth "doe s not lie e asily with 
a government, whi ch has stayed in 
power for 32 years , be cause it made 
dr astic l aw s to kee p the majority of 
South Africans out of powe r. One 
blunde r after another seems to be 
overtaking e ven the most honest 
nationalist . South Afri ca has ente­
red an era of violent turmoil, even 
possible civil war. Few writers 
can inhabit an 'Ivo ry Towe r' in this 
situation. The Dynamo of Western 
cultu re seems to be coughing and 
spluttering in an alanning way". Un 
certainty, and a s ense of failure 
affe c ts the humanists working for 

~erno crati c change, he said . 

Writers struggle to express politi­
cal thought; although nonnally 
lon e rs, under political pressure 
and censorship they have grouped 
together in their common struggle 
ag ainst discrimination and oppres­
sive legislation, Rabie said . 

The Afrikaans writer in South Afr­
ica must recognize the political 
situation, and should be compelled 
to shape change. Rabie advocates 
four princi ples: 

1. "To redefine and practise the 
concept of fellow man in all walks 
of life." 
2. "To forget the concept of white" 
3. "To surrender power over our 
fate , by recognizing that the ma.­
jority must take over and decide". 
4. "To surrender our language's 
right to existence as a full fled­
ged language. Afrikaners nationa­
lism is the only opposing nationa­
lism to Black nationalism, 

Gradually the crack be.tween the 
Afrikaans Intelligensia and the 
political rulers, between Afr~.kanen 
and Afrikaans has widened. He rtzog 
said "Die Taal is heel die volk"; 
recently a nationalist senator 
stated "Van Wyk Louw is no literary 
oerson. There was a time whe n Afri­
kaans writers contributed much to 
the countries literature". Blatant 
r acism h as bee n re sponsible f or the 
s pi rit ual <>~i enation o f the Afrik­
aan s writer , Rah ie s ai d . 

In 1958 h e at tack e d r a cism, i n h is 
nove l "Ons die Afgod". Th e most 
consistent opponent of Apartheid is 
Andre P. Brink, who was the first 
to accomo date politics in the 
Afrikaans novel. However, many 
writers have remained silent in 

" a strident chorus", he sai.d. 

Radicals have asked of Afrikaans 
writers why they don't hate their 
people, why they don't "dip their 
pen in blood aud gore" Rabie con-
side rs p amp hle ts as a debased form 
of literature. 

c~nsorship 
Censorship since 1963 has muzzled 
write rs and journalists . Its pur­
pose - power control. 

"Paper, at 2c. a sheet, is probably 
the best censor of all." Rabie con­
siders that the writer is, n e verthe­
less, a f fected by the security po­
lice who ask "Why write 'freedom 
fighter' instead of 'terrorist' "; 
by politicians who ask "Do you spell 
'Kleurling' with a capital 'K' ". 
Censors , "the ghostly scare crows 
are empowered to kill a book at 
birth," Rabie said. 

In periods of social ~risis, when 
church an.d state fail, people look 
for guidance and inspiration, to 
the self-conscious writer, he said. 

"I am concerned 1vi th the strugg; 1~ 
for the soul of the Afrikaans lang­
uag e . The struggle between the 
users of the language; the Govern­
ment and their supporters and the 
in te lligensi a and the dispossessed 
users of Afrikaans who may turn a-
<> ains t it". The his tori cal dilemma 
~f the Afrikaners may be likened to 
revolutionary strug gle of the Black5 

T'-te threat to Afrikaners is real. 
Afrikaans is writer's weapon in the 
fight against tyranny, '·~his shining 
sword of words is to be taken from 
him in the vi. ctory". 

Rabie considers Afrikaans to be the 
greatest non racial achievement, 
uo until now, in that it is spoken 
hy all races . The Afrikaner must 
recognize this, or leave. 

GERWEL 
Gerwel attacks the prominence 
Rabie gives to Afrikaans, which he 
considers to be secondary in the 
struggle for change. 
Brink, on the other hand, shows 
little overt concern for Afrikaans 
per se. 

On that scale, he rates Brink as 
the most radical of Afrikaans wri­
ters whose existence as a writer 
is not threatened by the death of 
Afrikaans, simply because he is 
able to write in English. Rabie is 
placed at the opposite end. 
C. Schoeman, he considers to be mid 
way between; he represents the di­
lemma of the Afrikaans writer to­
day in the struggle between the 
Afrikaans language and the govern­
ment. 

1). What ~s the writer doing about 
ch ange? 
2) . Can one expect of a writer a 
s ocial an d politi cal r es pons ibi 1i t y ? 
In o r act ise, man y Afrika an s ·wri t ers 
a r e n on-politi cal . They h ave been 
castigated for the fact that Afrik­
aans novels enhance and further 
White supremacy . This criticism 
has continued, despite the writing 
of Rabie and Brink . 

Political change would affect the 
mediun of the Afrikaans writer. 
Apartheid has isolated the Afrik­
aner, and prevented others from in­
heriting his language. It has been 
arg ued that this theory is negated 
by the fact that Coloureds speak 
Afrikaans; but, because of social 
and economic forces, they have been 
forced to be only peripheral. 

All writers should be involved in 
politics, however limited South 
African society is in need of dra­
stic no 1 i tical change. The Afrik­
aans writer, be cause he writes in 
the language of th~? oppressor, is 
a vital factor in. that change. 
Political power rests in the hands 
of the Afrikaner group, ·who read 
t::1e writings of the Afrikaans 
writer. 

BRINK 
From the chair, Andre Brink, ex­
pressed the notion that the notion 
that the Afrikaans language need 
not die together with the fall of 
the Nationalist Government. If ' 
people continue to use Afri~aans to 
advocate fre.e dom, Afrikaans wi 11 
survive after the fall of Nationa­
lism . He added that Afrikaans need 
not glorify the ideology of the 
Afrikaans ruling class. In fact, 
it has outgrown the stage where it 
glorifies the Afrikaner. 

GROCOTT & SHERRY, PRINTERS 

-LETTERS~ 
The Debating Union and Students 
Representative Council ofi Rhodes 
University had planned to hold the 
following functions on campus this 
tenn: 

- 2 addresses, one by Dr. Connie 
Mulder, the other by Dr . Nthato 
Motlane. 

-A debate on Univeni.ity Educat­
ion and it's role in Society. ( 
In tenns of the Minister of Interio 
proclanation, these functions are 
prohibited and thus have been can­
celled. The Debating Union and 
SRC wish to make the following 
points to the University and to the 
public at large. 

1). For some years now it has been 
customary to condann .individual i n­
cidents of government incunian into 
the basic democratic right of free­
dan of Speech. However Free dorn of 
Speech as nonnally associated with 
democratic countries has not ec is t­
ed in South Africa for many years 
now. This type of prohibition must 
be seen in conjunction with bannings _, 
detention without trial, censorship 
and the erosion of academic freedom 

2). The question arises as to why 
the state has employed such means 
over so protracted period of time. 
The answer must surely lie in the 

. fact that the state does not enjoy 
the support of anything like the 
majority of the people. 

The ref ore when the state makes the 
dissan ination of infonnation and 
the circulation of ideas impo s s ible 
pe opl e can be under no illusion as 
t o t h e type of country we live in -
one with mar ked t otalitarian tenden­
cles. 

JOHN CAMPBELL 
Debating Union President 

mistake 
VARSITY ( UCT newspaper ) wrote 
that Donald Rallis was the key fig­
ure in the anti- affiliation camp . 
Our Referendum Officer wrote to 
VARSITY pointing out their mistake . 
The letter below 'explains' the mis 
take . 

Whatever Mr Rallis's ac t ual time 
conmitment to hammering Nusas, the 
fact remains that he, as Wits S.R.C 

member (on a non - anti -Nusas ticket) 
and supposedly "en lig h terre d" stu­
dent politician, played no small 
part in ensuring Rhodes's vote to 
stay out. 

John Gultig and Andrew Boraine are, 
after all, Nusas Project s Officer 
and President, so I think this does 
give them a licence to arches trate 
any effort to improve that organi­
sation. 

I 'm in no way anti - orchestration, 
only anti that which leads in some 
way or other to the preservation of 
our sick and exp l oitative stat us 
quo. 

ALWAYS PARTIAL 

Dave Hill 
Editor of VARSITY (UCT) 
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