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STAFF NEWSLETTER 

A year of change 
and development 
WE ARE NEARING the end of a year which 
has seen many changes and developments at 
Rhodes, 

The last issue of Rhodos carri ed my 
recent add ress to staff, which covered most of 
these, It appears that these developments 
have not gone unnoticed outside the 
Uni versity and it is exc iting to note the 
increase in enro lments fo r 1998 , To date 942 
new students have been accepted and have 
paid their deposits, The residential system 
will be stressed and the need to fi nd accom­
modation for students in Grahamstown will 
be essenti al to so lve the accom modation 
problem, 

I be lieve that Rhodes is on track for the 
, next century - we have a short ti me to pre­

pare ourselves fo r what that wil l bring and I 
am confide nt that we can co ntinue the tradi ­
tion of excell ence that makes Rhodes one of 
the best universities in the country, 

The excellence of the service we deli ver 
to our students is dependent on ail staff ­
academic, research , service, technical and 
admini strative, Each one of you counts in our 
effo rts to keep things running smoothly, 
Those who serve as "background'' people are 
as important as those with a higher profile. 

Thank yo u for what you have done fo r 

Rhodes thi s year, I wish yo u a happy and 
relaxed holiday season, May we all return in 
1998 and make Rhodes even better than it is 
now, 

Dr David Woods 
Vice-Chancellor 

Millenium bug not a problem 
for Rhodes computers 
THERE IS NO DOUBT, the experts agree, 
that the next century begins on I st Jan, 
200 I, but at the same time there is no doubt 
that we are ali go ing to celebrate it on I st 
Jan , 2000, I heard that hotels like Ciaridges 
in London are already fu lly booked for the 
New year ce lebrations that ni ght. 

Another thing whi ch is not go ing to 
wa it for Jan , 200 I is the computer prob-

I ems wh ich will no doubt hit a lot of peo­
ple. However, Rhodes computer users can 
rest assured that ail our data has been 
stored with century dates since 1996, and 
ali data pre-dating that has been converted 
to century dates, so out problems will be 
minimaL Happy New Year! 

Mary Green, 
Information Systems Development 
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Demand for Rhodes 
education graduates 
IN RESPONSE to a press advert isement 
inviting appl ications fo r the Higher Diploma 
in Education (I-ID E) course for secondary 
school teachers, the Rhodes University 
Education Department has received an 
anonymous letter consisting of a newspaper 
clipping headed ·'Teacher cuts '· and scrawled 
questions about Rhodes adverti sing a teach­
ing career path in thi s climate. 

--These questions are very understand­
ab le. and indeed appropri ate." com mented Dr 
George Eu vrard . Head of the Rhodes 
University Education Department in 
Grahamsto11'n . .. Every day we read in the 
press about furt her teacher cut-backs, on top 
of the right-siz ing exercise ll'hich has already 
seen the retrenchment of thousands of school 
ed ucators, .. 

As a resul t of th is and other factors, ed u­
cation student numbers nationwide have 
plummeted. espec iall y at universities. 
Departments an d facu lties of ed ucati on are 
being ·rationalised· . some closing down and 
others amalgamating ll'ith other facu lties, In 
the light of this. how can Rhodes justi fY an 
advert wh ich reads ··Join a dy nam ic uni versi­
ty department and become profess ionally pre­
pared to contribute to a changi ng and chal ­
lenging ed ucation scene"? 

"The strange irony of the situation:· 
responds Dr Euvrard. "is that hardly a day 
passes without my receiv ing a te lephone call 
or fax from a school principal pl eading tor 

our I-ID E graduates, Principals tell me that 
they have had Rhodes I-IDE students before 
and, please, can they have more' Over the 
years my co ll eagues have clearly done a thor­
oughly professional job and our students 
have proved themselves to be wonderful 
ambassadors fo r our teach ing programmes, 

" In direct contradiction to what we are 
led to be li eve in the press (and which might 
be quite true in the general sense). Rhodes 
cannot provide enough HOE graduates to the 
schools ask ing for them, And th is isn'tjust in 
the ·scarce subj ects· of mathematics and the 
natural sciences, but includes English. 
Afrikaans. Accounting, Geography, Business 
Economics. Music and Physical Ed ucation, 

--we are also co ntacted by teaching 

continued on page 4 
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The Editor, 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

You ask fo r an answer to the question: When 
does the next century begin? This is my 
answer. 
The ew Century 
Q: How long ha ve you li ved when yo u are 
one year old? 
A: One year. 
Q: When does yo ur second year begin? 
A: The day afier your{trst birthday. 

Q: How long is a century? 
A : f()() years. 
Q: When does the next century begin? 
A: At the start of year !Of 
Q: When does the 20th century end? 
A: After 2 ()()()years (=20 x f()()) . 
Q: So, when does the 21st century begin? 
A: When the 20th century is over. After 2 ()()() 
years are complete. 

That is, when the year 200 I begins: I 
January, 2001. 

Prof Gary Bark/1U izen 
Linguistics ami English Language 

Dear Colleagues 

I may not be able to thank everyone individu­
ally for the goodw ill and generos ity shown 
me in regard to the Farewell Function held on 
19 November and the presentation then made 
to me. 

I ask all that I do not reach personally to 
regard this letter as an ex pression to you of 
my appreciation. The Dictionary of South 
African English wi ll be a constant and recur­
ring source of pleasure and a reminder of the 
kindness I have received from Rhodes co l­
leagues. 

There are so many at Rhodes who have 
been warm-hearted and wi lling to help me in 
varied ways during my years of service. 

Thank you all. Yours sincere ly, 

Brenda Nicholls 

The Editor, 

I wish to thank all my co lleagues at Rhodes 
for their fri endship during my 18 years here. 
and especially for their support in 1997. 

Thanks to those who attended and made 
my farewell function such a memorable occa­
sion. To all of you who contributed so gener­
ously towards my farewell gift , thank you 
again . 

I hope you will accept this open invita­
tion to visit and stay at our lovely cottage in 
Fish Hoek whenever you are in that part of 
the country. Coral wi ll be joining me at the 
end of the first term. Our new detail s will be: 
Address: El Shaddai, 12 Aloe Close, Fish 
Hoek, 7975 . Telephone and Fax: 012 785 
38 16: Cell : 083 444 9369 

With best wishes to you all , 

Peter Surtees 

Community project receives 
Presidential Award 

Obituary 
Professor Leonard Walter 

Lanham 

RHOD ES UN IVE RSI TY contributes to many community developments, one of 
wh ich. the Grahamstown Railway project , was recently honoured with a 
Presidenti al Award for Community Initiati ves. 

Thi s pro ject has ensured the retention of almost 60 jobs in Grahamstown and 
A licedale and the restoration of a passenger rail service to Graham stown that con­
nects 11·ith the main line express at Al icedale. 

The picture above. shows (from Left to ri ght) Professor Colin Lewis (Rhodes 
Uni versity representative on the Graham stown Rail way Project committee), Mr 
Steve Cridland (Town Clerk ofGrahamstown) , Mayor Nontuthuzelo Faku (Mayor 
of Grahamstown). Mr Derek Raynsford (committee member), Mr Casper Erasmus 
(TOII!l Clerk of Ali cedale). Mayor Phumla Matyum za (Mayor of Ali cedale) and 
Ms Regan Verwey (one of the adj udicato rs) at the ceremony, where the project was 
awarded a Presidenti al A ward . 
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1921 - 1997 
by Professor Paul Walters 
For Len Lanham. the gift of language was the surest 
sign of the presence of the Div ine in human li fe . 

Len was born in 192 1 in Mossel Bay. and went 
to England in 1939. where he signed up as a pri vate 
in the Briti sh Arm y. He was sent out to India. where 
he learned Hindustani , some Gurkhali . and learned 
to read the ancient Sanskrit script. Thus even in war. 
hi s fl ai r for languages showed itself. 

He returned to Johannesburg in 1946. and 
received a BA in 195 1. This was foll owed by a First 
Class Honours Degree in Bantu Languages and an 
MA with distinction in 1954. In 1955. Len took up 
a Senior Lectureship in Bantu Languages at Rhodes. 
He co mpleted hi s PhD through Wits in 1960. and 
was then granted a Carnegie Travelling Fell owship 
for 6 months in America. He returned from the 
States to take up the first Chair of Phonetics and 
General Lingui st ics at Wits, a post he occupied until 
he was offered an ad hominem Chair in the Rhodes 
Linguistics Department in late 1978. 

By 1982, he was effectively holding down 
three jobs: Professor of Lingui stics, Chairman of the 
Molteno Project Committee, and Honorary Director 
of I SEA. 

Len Lanham was a man whose life' s work was 
ded icated to helping others break through artifi cial 
barriers of literacy and language. He died this year, 
after a painful struggle, which he waged so long and 
with si lent courage against a wasting disease. 



Alzeimers investigated at Rhodes 
A JOINT study by Professor Santy Daya of 
the Biochemistry and Microbiology 
Department, Dr Tebello Nyokong and Janice 
Limson, both of the Chemistry Department, 
shows that naturally occurring compounds in 
the brain such as tryptophan, serotonin and 
melatonin are able to bind metal ions such as 
aluminium, copper, iron and lead. 

According to Prof Daya, this raises the 
possibility that aluminium accumulates in the 
brains of Alzeimers patients due to markedly 
reduced production of these com pounds. 
Such a reduction would resu lt in decreased 
metal removal from the brain. Melatonin pro­
duction in particular, has been shown to 
decrease with age. 

Prof Day a recently presented the study, 
whi ch is the first of its kind, at the American 
Society for Neuroscience Congress in New 
Orleans, USA. "Our research received a great 
deal of interest at the Congress," said Prof 
Daya. 

Together with Professor Raj Kalaria 
(Kenya) and Dr Abdu Adem (Ethiopia), Prof 
Daya ran the Society of Neuroscientists in 
Afri ca (SONA) booth at the Congress, which 
was attended by about 25 000 delegates. In 
their booth, they advertised SO A and 
Southern African Neuroscience activities as 
well as the forthcoming SONA congress in 
Senegal. 

In November, the Eastern Cape Division of the Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
held its I Oth Anniversary symposium at the 1820 National Settlers Monument. The symposium, 
organised by Rhodes University's Professor Santy Daya, was attended by 52 delegates from 
Rhodes University, University of Fort Hare, University of Port Elizabeth and Port Elizabeth 
Technikon . Amongst the delegates were (from left to right) Dr S.g. Burton. Prof C. Whitely, Dr 
Graz, ProfS. Daya, Prof R. Naude, Prof W. Oelofsen, Prof J Brand, Dr R. Dorrington and Miss 
F. Ngcakani. 

Prof Day a is also the official representa­
tive of the Southern African Neuroscience 
Society (SANS) and SO A on the governing 
council of the International Brain Research 
Organisation (IBRO) which met during the 
Congress. 

"By forming a federation between SANS 
and SONA, we secured a vote on the IBRO 
governing council. This was good for Africa, 
as countri es such as Germany and Brazil did 
not manage to secure a vote on the 
council,"said Prof Daya. 

He also visi ted the Neuroscience Centre 
of Excellence at the Louisiana State 
University Medical Centre and also visited 
the Dr Parmanand at the Molecular Genetics 

AIDS delegation 
visits Rhodes 
A HIGH-POWERED delegation of professionals in the field of epi­
demiology, prevention, treatment and control ofHIV/Aids visited 
Rhodes Un iversity on Friday. 

The team, travelling under the auspices of the Citizen 
Ambassador Program of People International, are participating in bila 
era! exchanges with their South African counterparts. 

Centre at the University of Pittsburg where 
research is being done on gene therapy of 
muscular dystrophy. 

Prof Day a said that at the Conference 
there was a strong initiative to bring neuro­
science to school children ... I took photos of 
the working models and hopefully we will 
construct the same here•·_ The models. he 
said, cou ld be shown at next year"s science 
festival. 

The delegation had, among others, representatives from 
Washington, California, Michigan, Taiwan, Georgia, Ohio, Illinois, 
Colorado and New York. 

The team was in the country to meet local physicians, educators 
and other health professionals with the purpose of exchanging skills 
and ideas while participating in wo rkshops, discussion sessions and 
site visits to health care fac ili ties, reproductive health clinics and uni­
versi ti es. The team was particularly interested in H IV I A ids topics. 

A delegation of professionals in the fields of epidemiology and the pre­
vention, treatment and control of HIV/AI DS visited Rhodes University 
earlier this month . Seen here is the group's leader Dr Miriam Sields, 
flanked by Rhodes V-C, Dr David Woods (left) and Mrs Charlotte 
Woods 

While at Rhodes, the delegation had discussions with Dr Kevin 
Kelly of the Psychology Department, Anthropology Head of 
Department Professor Michael Whisson and Clinical Co-ordinator, 
Biopharmaceutics Research Institute, Mrs Penny Bernard. 

They also met Ms Dana La be ofF AMSA and Ms Katherine Kent 

of Hospice. 
The group had lunch, hosted by Vice-Chancellor Dr David Wood~ 

and Mrs Charlotte Woods, before leav ing for Port Elizabeth. 
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Successful pilot year for Fulcrum Forum 
THE FULCRUM FORUM acts as a central 
body to which representat ives of different 
action gro ups report once a month . The acti on 
groups involve areas where it has been fe lt 
that there is a need to consider certain aspects 
of the uni versity community . As this year was 
seen as a "pilot year" a few areas were select­
ed and it is hoped that we will be able to take 
on other areas of concern next year. 

Welcoming of New Staff 

Sally Terry and her group have been invov led 
in adding to the ex i ~ting work in this area 
done by the R W A. In add ition to visiting new 
members of staff and their fam ili es they have 
assembled very usefu l packages of inform a­
tion and maps to all eviate the problems of 
those not initiated in the ways of 
Graham stow n. Rosemary Anderson has been 
most helpfu l in supplying inform ation as to 
names, whereabouts, etc of those using RU 
accom modation. Others are often more diffi­
cult to find' It is fe lt that the plight of most 
peop le is know n and has hopefully been dealt 
with. Most people seem to settl e in to the 
bas ic routine fa irl y eas il y. Although thi s is no 
longer on ly a problem at the start of the acad­
emic year, and now occurs fai rly regularly 
throughout the year there will undoubted ly be 
a large wave to deal with at the start of next 
year. 

Visiting 

Anne Smout has been very act ive in visiting 
members of staff and their famili es who have 
been seriously ill. Th is personal touch has 
been greatly we lcomed and she has now been 
joined by Bev Fourie in doing thi s. Charlotte 
Woods has made contact with fa mili es of 
bereaved members of staff on a simil ar basis. 
The biggest prob lem in thi s respect has been 
the di flicu lty in be ing informed of such cases. 
Secretaries of departments have been as ked to 
keep us inform ed. Any inform ation in thi s 
regard would be greatl y app rec iated. 

Day Care Centre 

A It hough Fu lcrum Forum has not been 

acti ve ly invo lved in the Centre, Sandy 
Stephenson reports regularly on this to the 
Forum as it is felt that thi s is such a vital 
aspect of Rhodes staff li ves. The Centre con­
tinues to provide a very valuable service and 
Anne Krige and her dedicated staff are to be 
congratulated on the exceptional standard that 
is maintained at the Centre. This was 
acknowledged as a result of an unannounced 
visit made to the centre recently by the 
municipal inspectors. Plans fo r 1998 include 
further fundraising and painting of mural s. 
Any help or suggestions wou ld be most wel ­
come. 

As it was fe lt that there was a need for 
greater social mixing at all level of the RU 
staff community the following 3 areas were 
also initiated. 

Sport 

Thi s hi ghly successful soc ial mixer is the area 
of Ros Parker. It is not easy to find sporting 
activ ities which are able to accommodate a 
large number of people of all ranges of talent 
and abili ty . This Ros did in her first Staff 
Bow ls Tournament which turned out to be a 
great success involving 18 Departments and 
not far off I 00 people. Th is proved to be a 
great mixer of staff from all departments and 
much fu n was had by all. Ros was delighted 
with res ponse. She has pl ans fo r other activi ­
ties fo r next year which should be equally 
successful. 

Dave's Den 

Dave ' s Den was previous ly known as the V­
C's Dining Room. This was seen as a venue 
for staff to meet after work fo r a quick (or 
longer) drin k on the way home. It has been 
met with varying success in terms of numbers 
but its success should perhaps be seen in the 
fe llowship enjoyed by those who do attend 
rather than in numbers. The venue has been 
regarded as somew hat of a prob lem but plans 
are underway for great improvements which 
wi ll certain ly make it more in viting. The pur­
pose of thi s activ ity is not seen as in competi­
tion to those othe 1· well -loved wateri ng holes 
wh ich staff enj oy but rather as a venue for 

those who fee l li ke a change of scenery on 
occas ion or who do not freq uent elsewhere. 
Choosing the right day has been debatable -
suggestions wou ld be we lcome! Chris 
Walwyn and Les Reynolds have been the 
force behind this venture. 

Socials 

This area has been handled with great dexteri­
ty by Shelly Samuel and Jenny Purdon and 
they have achieved the aim of greater staff 
social izi ng in two very different areas . 
Namely the Staff Children ' s Party held last 
year (and about to be repeated) and the 
Founder ' s Day Ball held in the 3rd term this 
year. Both have been met with great enthusi­
asm by those who attended and great antici­
pation for repeat performances of many who 
did not. Shelly has exciting ideas for next 
year wh ich we hope will inc lude an even 
wider range of our staff members. 

RWA 

The RWA (Rhodes Women's Association) is 
represented under the Fu lcrum umbre ll a by 
Jean Wright. This avoids valuable time being 
spent on areas already well covered by the 
work done by them. Apart from being 
involved in our Fulcrum activiti es the RWA 
has had a good productive year continuing 
with their lunches and lunchtime speakers. 
the cultural evening and the Fort Beaufort 
Rose Show. They have been active in the 
upgrading programmes at Settlers Hosp ital 
and the proposal for a new pri vate hospital in 
Grahamstown. 

Babysitting Club 

Ronwyn Coulson has been responsible for 
forming a very well organised and profes­
sional service fo r parents and students in th is 
regard. Students in volved are experienced in 
child care and have been we ll-screened on ly 
being accepted with excellent references. 
Most of them also have first aid/child mind­
ing certificates. Th is group can prov ide an 
exce ll ent serv ice to all staff parents. 

Big demand for Rhodes HOE graduates 
continued from page I 

agencies in England. Scotland and the East wanting Rhodes graduates. 
"Another irony is that despite the much-quoted leve l of despon­

denc\ amongst teache1·s in the pmfess ion of education, we are over-
" helmed by the number of teachers 11 ant ing to invest in the ir career 
development. to learn how to im prove their profess ional practice, and 
to gain further qua li fications. This trend is continuing despite the fac t 
that such qualifications no longer offer a further salary promotion. We 
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offer the largest number of masters degree and BEd (equ ivalent to 
honours) degree places in the University, and yet we sti ll have to turn 
away the vast majority of applicants. 

"I th ink that we can stand by our advertisement. Our programmes 
are up to date with cu rrent developments such as Curriculum 2005, the 
schoo ls. teachers and grad uate students are respond ing to this, and 
rather than hav ing to ·rationalise· we are in fact in the very process of 
establi shing an extra post in our Department and will be interview ing 
app licants next week.'' 



Entertainment 
galore at 
delightful 
Christmas 
romp 
ON FRIDAY, December 5, the Prospect 
Field was invaded by a horde of about 
420 excited staff member's children tor 
the annual Christmas Party. 

The weather was fine and there was 
plenty for the children to do: A sing­
song, a gymnastics display , face paint­
ing, j um ping castles and a tram poI inc. 
an obstacle course, painting pictures, 
bubble-fun, a python display. Andre11 
Tracey telling stories and tractor rides 
untiL at last Father Christmas arrived 
by helicopter. 

The children were given their pre­
sents, cooldrinks, ice-cream and bal­
loons and watched a clown show before 
going wearily, but happily home. 
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So what's brewing in Micro? 

Professor Sakkie Pretorius (third from left) of the University of 
Stellenbosch was the external judge in the Microbiology 3 project 
Awards contest . He is seen here with the winners of the best poster 
Francois van der Merwe (left) and Margurite Mason (second from left) 
and overall project winner Garth Cambray (far right). 

Beer brewed by the Technical staff in the Department was declared 
the best beer during the annual Microbiology 3 Beer Brewing practical. 
Showing off their beer are Mr Reuben Molefi , Mr Dick Gadu and Mr 
Michael Nqweniso. 

In October this year, the Department of Biochemistry and 
Microbiology named its winners for the annual Microbiology Beer 
Brewing Practical. Garth Cambray (left) and Chido Mhlanga (far right) 
were declared winners by a team of judges from South African 
Breweries in Port Elizabeth , Donovan Sparks (second from the left), 
Jean Webber (centre) and Anton Erasmus (second from the right). 

Winners of the best label section of the competition were (from Left 
to right) Claire Watchman , Greg Assink. Farah Zavahir and Francois 
van der Merwe. 

Replying to an invitation to a scientist's ball 
(from Funny Pages Mailing List] 

• Pierre and Marie Curie were radiating 
enthusiasm. 

• Einstein thought it wou ld be relatively 
easy to attend. 

• Volta was electrified and Archimedes, 
buoyant at the thought. 

• Ampere was worried he wasn' t up to 
current research. 

• Wilbur Wright accepted, provided he 
and Orville could get a flight. 
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Ohm resisted the idea at first. 

Boy le said he was under too much pres-
sure. 

Ed ison thought it would be an illuminat-
ing experience. 

Watt reckoned it would be a good way 
to let off steam. 

Stephenson thought the whole idea was 
loco. 

Dr Jeky ll declined - he hadn't been 
feeling himself lately. 

• Morse 's reply: " I' ll be there on the dot. 
Can't stop now must dash." 

• Heisenberg was uncertain if he could 
make it. 

• Hertz said in the future he planned to 
attend with greater frequency . 

• Henry begged off due to a low capacity 
for alcohol. 

• Haw king said he 'd try to string enough 
ti me together to make a space in hi s 
schedule. 



Geology goes from strength to strength 
DR ALAN RICE from the 
USA has been associated 
with the department for two 
years and has recently been 
awarded an FRO Research 
Fellowshi p for 1998 to be 
jointly shared with the 
Phys ics Department. 

Sitting in the Geology Department tearoom it 

would be hard to place oneself in South Africa, 

(grav ity) will promote the 
application of physics to 
addressing problems in geolo­
gy . 

Alan's research interests 
are very wide ranging from 
meteorite impacts to prob-

judging by the strong international flavour the 

department has developed over the last few years. 

This is perhaps fitting for a discipline which focuses 

on the study of the earth as a whole and the other 

If thi s is not all , the 
Geo logy Department has also 
been instrumental in estab­
lishing Earth-I SE (Earth 
Sciences In ternational 
Scient ifi c Exchange) in con-

lems of nuclear waste dispos-
al. He is currently working 
on a project entit led "Modelling of 
Geo logica l Transport Processes which is con­
cerned with fluid dynamic behaviour of 
molten and partially mo lten rock material as 
we ll as the movement of fluids though rock. 
His work has important implications for min­
erali sation associated wi th igneous intrusions 
as well as groundwater resources. 

Following Alan 's arri val, Dr Eric Ferr, 
(France) and Dr Octav ian Catuneanu 
(Rumania) joined the academic staff in 1996, 
and th is year also saw the arrival of Dr Ron 
Sheets (USA) and Dr Jeff Wil son (Scotland). 

Ron is the Chamber of Mines Post 
Doctoral Fe llow and is setting up a new labo­
ratory for flu id inclus ion research with John 
Moore. Fluid inclusions are important in 
understanding hydrothermal processes in the 
form ation of ore deposits. Jeff Wi lson holds 

Rhodes IT 
students 
perform well 

national 
. 
tn 

contest 
TWO INFORMAT ION Systems students, 
Mr Thamsanqa Dube and Mr Dav id Wright 
were selected to participate in the finals of a 
nationwide inform ation technology essay 
com petition in Johannesburg last month . 

The competition, organi sed by 
University ofWitwatersand and IB M, was 
open to all students in South African uni ver­
siti es. Mr Dube and Mr Wright were among 
the fi ve fin ali sts vy ing for the first prize of 
IBM equipment val ued at Rl5 000, which 
was won by a Uni versity of Cape Town stu­
dent. The second prize, an IBM personal 
computer, also went to a UCT student. 

Information Systems Head of 
Department Professor Dav id Sewry said that 
although the students did not win, they made 
very impressive presentations. 

planets and their satellites. 

an FRO Post Doctoral Fellowshi p and will be 
working with Eric Ferr, on the Bushve ld 
Gran ite . Early in 1998 Laurent Ameglio 
(France) wi ll be tak ing up a Rhodes 
Uni versity Post Doctoral Fellowship . Lau rent 
is a geophysicist, specialising in grav ity stud­
ies which can be used to determine the pres­
ence and shape of hidden rock masses. 

He will be working with Roger Jacob, 
Eric Ferr, and John Moore on the unusual 
go ld deposit at Navachab in Namibi a. These 
new arr ivals have brought an important new 
slant to the acti viti es of the Geo logy depart­
ment. For the past several decades the 
Department ' s strength has been directed 
towards chem ical aspects of geo logy. 
Although thi s strength is maintained, A ian 
Rice (fluid dynamics), Eric Ferr, nd Jeff 
Wil son (magnetism) and Laurent Ameglio 

junction with the FRO. This 
project is an exchange and 
training programme between 

several uni versit ies in South Africa and 
France. The programme encourages sc ienti fie 
interacti on between uni ve rsities and the min ­
ing industry and deve lops link between ed u­
cational programm es (in South Africa and 
France) at post-graduate level. 

John Moore and Eri c Ferr. have done all 
the hard work to make thi s poss ible and the 
South Afri can aspects of the programme will 
be run by John Moore out of Rhodes 
Uni versity. How John finds tim e for all the 
commitments is a wonder. He has recently 
been in vited to jo in th e Ed itori al Board of the 
prestigious international journal. Eco nomi c 
Geology. and just last week he returned from 
Fi nland where he has in itiated a PhD research 
project. Earl y next year John travels to 
Tanzania to present a special ised workshop 
on mineral ex ploration in lateritic terrai ns. 

RUMEP students graduate 

In November, Rhodes University Maths Education Project (RUMEP) awarded certificates to 

46 farm school mathematics teachers who successfully completed a three-year training 
course . Present at the certificate presentation ceremony were (from left to right): RUMEP 
Director Mr John Stoker, ABSA Head of Communications, Port Elizabeth Mr Andy ·de Ia 
Mare, Department of Education representative Ms Thobeka Maselana and Rhodes 
University Mathematics HOD Professor Wesley Kotze. 
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S2A3 Science 
Awards 
Phil Minnaar 

THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN Association for the 
Advancement of Science (also known as S2A3) presented 
its gold medal and silver medal to top South African scien­
tists on Friday evening. 

The South Africa Medal (Gold) for 1996 was awarded 
to Dr David Woods, Vice Chancellor of Rhodes University 
for his outstanding research in microbiology. 

The Gold Medal for 1997 was awarded to Dr Charles 
Brain, former Director of the Transvaal Museum for his 
discoveries in excavations at various caves and specifically 
at Makapansgat, Sterkfontein and Swartkrans. The Gold 
medal is awarded to a person who, during his or her life, 
has contributed to the advancement of science, either on a 
broad front or in a specialised field. 

The British Association Medal (Silver) for 1996 was 
awarded to professor Edward Mathews of the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Pretoria for 
his work on the thermal performance of buildings and on 
aeronautics. The Silver Medal for 1997 was awarded to 
Professor Wayne Goddard of the Department of Computer 
Science of the University of Natal for his research in 
Mathematics and Computer Science. The Silver Medal is 
awarded to a person under the age of 40 who is actively 
engaged in scientific research and who has proved evi­
dence of outstanding capabi lity and achievement, especial­
ly when measured by international standards. 

The Gold and Silver Medals of S2A3 are considered 
as some of the highest awards to scientists in Southern 
Africa. 

The Southern African Association for the 
Advancement of Science was established in 1902. Some of 
its presidents include Genl Jan Smuts, Jan Hofmeyr, Dr 
Robert Broom, Dr Meiring Naude and Prof Danie Joubert. 
Other recipients of the Gold Medal include Rudolph 
Marloth, Robert Broom. Austin Roberts and Philip Tobias. 

The aim s of S2A3 are to promote science awareness in 
South Africa, to encourage the pursuit of science amongst 
the youth and to commend and to recognise those who 
have excelled in their scientific field. 

Alty Award 

Derek Mosenthall, Junior Lecturer in Social and Industrial 
Sociology on the East London campus receives his Alty 
Award from Dr David Woods 
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Dedicated service acknowledged 

It was all smiles when Vice Chancellor Dr David Woods (centre presented 
awards to (from left to right) Mrs Joyce Mbonde (retiring), Mrs Princess Ngcwayi 
(med1cal board111g), Mrs Ida Ngesi, Mrs Hilda Mata (both retiring) and Mrs Mati 
Nkwinti (medical boarding). 

Mr Joseph Jadi (right) who has been at Rhodes for 25 years was presented with a 
long-service award. He is seen here with Professor Gary Burkhuizen of the 
Linguistics and English Department. 

Sam Mzangwa (right who was presented with a long service award after IS years 
at Rhodes is seen here with Professor CEJ Botha of the Botany Department. 



Film feast at Scifest 
MOV IE BUFFS and scientists al ike 
will want to book their seats now for 
the Scifest Fi lm Fest in Grahamstown 
next year. 

The film festival is just one of the 
exciting additions to the programme 
for next year' s Sasol National Festival 
of Science, Engineering and 
Technology being held at the 1820 
Settlers National Monument in 
Grahamstown fro m March 28 unti l 
April 5, 1998. 

From comedi es to documentaries, 
a wide range of thought-provoki ng 
film s has been selected fo r the nine­
day fi lm festival. 

Al though diverse in content, all 
the fil ms share a common feature ­
science in the widest sense of the 
word. 

A highlight of the screenings wi ll 
be the South African premier of 
Infini ty - the film based on the li fe of 
the legendary theoretical physici st 
Richard Feynman. Directed by 
Mathew Broderick, th is film lets the 
viewer into Feynman's personal world 
during the time he spent working on 
the development of the atom bomb. 

Despite its focus on Feynman's 
mathematical and scientific genius, the 
fi lm is nevertheless a bitter-sweet tale 
of human emotion and the trials and 
tribulations of everyday li fe prior to 
the Second World War. 

A rare selection of science fiction 
fi lm s - most of wh ich have earned 
cult status - wi ll be screened , includ­
ing Fri tz Lang 's Metropolis, produced 
in 1927. 

Seen along with Blade Runner ­
the Director's Cut - viewers will be 
struck by the modernity of Lang's 
vision all those years ago. 

Both fi lms explo re human exis­
tence in a futuri stic world which 
invariably seems to rob the indi vidual 
of personal freedom. This theme will 
be explored after each screening dur­
ing a discuss ion sess ion led by Ian 
Rij sd ijk - a fi lm studi es expert who 

specialises in this genre. 
Hiroshima tv/on Amor and the 

hil arious cult comedy Bra=il also 
touch on the issue of personal freedom 
as does the movie Synthetic Pleasures 
- although the latter belongs strictly 
to the "science non-fiction" category 
and offers a startling exploration of 
current interations between 
humankind and the envi ronment ­
albeit real or virtual. 

A somew hat al ien world is also 
portrayed in the contro versial David 
Cronenberg fi lm Naked Lunch ­
which takes the viewer into a wo rld of 
bizarre creatures; and Tank Girl ­
based on the popular American comi c 
strip and featuring a host of wierd and 
wonderful creatures inc luding ··kanga­
roo-men" and a sma ll group of se lf­
suffic ient desert rats. 

In the natural science category, 
the magica l insect interaction in 
Microcosmos and the internat ional­
award winning Death by Design give 
viewers a more-than- close-up look at 
our physica l world . 

Sasol Sci fest - as the festi val 
has come to be known - is a project 
of the Grahamstown Foundation and 
is aim ed at populari sing science in all 
its variations. 

The film festi va l is just one ofthe 
innovative additi ons the Sc ifest organ­
isers have planned to ensure that the 
programme for next year's festi va l 
appeals to as broad a spectrum of the 
commun ity as poss ible. 

Full deta il s of the screeni ng times 
and dates appear in the offici al Sasol 
Scifest '98 programm e, whi ch will be 
on sale at se lected outl ets throughout 
the country at the end of January, 
1998. Internet users wi ll be ab le to 
access programme detail s from the 
Sci Fest website at 
http://www .nm l.ru.ac.za!sci fest. 

For more information , contact 
Shelagh Stow at tel: (046 1) 23402. fax 
(046 1) 27452 or e-mail 
scifest@found.ru.ac. za. 

Biotech solutions to water salinity 
RIS ING SALIN ITY leve ls have been 
identified as one of the most serious 
problems facing the pub I ic water sys­
tem in South Africa. 

The appli cation of biotechnologi ­
cal so lutions to aspects of thi s prob­
lem have been undertaken in a 
research programme at Rhodes 
University, which has been sponsored 
by the Water Research Commiss ion 

(WRC). 
One of these projects came to 

fruition yesterday (November 27, 
1997) wi th the opening, by the 
Minister of Water Affairs, Professor 
Kader Asmal, of an Alga l Integrated 
Ponding Sys tem (A lPS) at Mossop 
Western Leathers (M WL) in 
Wellington in the Western Cape. 

continued on page/ 0 

Journal Citation Reports available 
T IAN KS TO A grant fmm the Fi sher Beques t. the Librmy 
is now has the 1996 Microfiche editi on of Journal Citati on 
Reports for the Science Citation Index and the Socia l 
Sciences Citation Index. 

The microfiche and accompanying documentation are 
in the Reference Office behind the Information Desk. A 
microfiche reader is availab le in the Reference section of 
the Library. 

Journal Citation Reports permit you to answer many 
im portant and fundam ental questions about journals: 
• What are the largest journais<J 
• What journal s are most frequentl y used <J 
• What are the ·'hottest'· journais<J 
• What journals have the highest impact<J 
• What publ icati ons does a journal cite-and 11 hich cite it<J 

For more inform ation please contact Baba/wa Sishuta 
- h. sishuta@ru.ac.za or Vivien Botha ­
v.botha@ru .ac.za - tel ephone ext. 8462. 

Honours fee rebate system 
AT THE LAST meet ing of the Senate E\ecuti1·e 
Comm ittee a question was raised about Honours fee 
rebates. There is a fee r·ebate scheme in operati on for stu­
dents who obtain a degree with ··Dist inction in x··. and 
who then apply to read for the Honours degree in X. Such 
students quali fy for a 50% fee rebate at Honours level. 

There are. of course. some Honours degrees for ll"hich 
there is no corresponding third year major subject. For 
example, in Science one can read for Biotechnology 
Honours. Although there is no Biotechnology 3. students 
must typically have a major rn Biochemistr) or 
Microbiology . 

Further detail s may be obtained from the Dean of 
Students Division. 

Research methodology course 
THE DEPARTMENT of Education will run a Research 
Methodo logy Module from 9 - 20 February 1997 inclu­
sive. Any co ll eagues interested in attending all or part of 
the course, or those wishing to comment upon it should 
contact Professor Pat Irwin or Dr Eureta Janse van 
Rensburg. There will be a nominal charge for materi als. 

Res shortage - appeal for help 

DUE TO AN unprecedented demand fo r residence accorn­
moda ti on by new and r·e turning students, we anticipate a 
shortage of residence accommodat ion for next year. We are 
appea ling to all staff members who have an unused spare 
room or other suitab l ·digs' acco mmodation to consider 
letting it to students. 

The Univers ity wi ll pay r nt directl y to you in four 
equal installmen ts should the student allocated to yo u be 
the recipient of financi al aid from the Uni versity. Please 
contact me at the numbers belo\\" shoul d you be able to 
ass ist. 

Asst Dean of Students, Rhodes University. PO Box 
94 , Grahamstown, South Africa, 6140 . 
Tel: 27 (0)461 3 18188 (0 ); -t 27 (0)461 26-19 1 (H): 
Cell: 082 880 78 15; Fax +27 (0)46 1 23659 
email: adi l@giraffe.ru.ac.za 
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Biotechnological solutions to 
water salinity problems 
Continued from page 9 

Tanneri es produce effluent which is 
would cause ex treme po llution i f released 
into ri ver system s. For the past 30 years 
MWL have used waste stabilisation evapora­
tion ponds to divert effluent flow from rivers. 
While these worked well , they showed some 
of the problems noted in these systems all 
over the worl d. These included accum ulations 
of sludge and disso lved so lids and, from tim e 
to tim e very bad smell s. 

T he A IPS system prov ides a long-term 
so lution to the problem o f tann ery waste­
water. 

The researchers at Rhodes, headed by 
Pro fessor Peter Rose and Dr Oli ver Hart, 
noti ced ri ch blooms o f a blue-green algae 
ca lled .\{Jirulina at certain times and in certain 

points in the ponding system. Thi s led to 
research into whether thi s algae coul d be used 
to tr·cat tannery effluent in the same way that 

has been des igned and operated for sewage 
treatm ent'. Other object ives of th e research 
included dea ling with the odour problem by 
converting the ponding system to aerobic sta­

tus and reducing water consumption by treat­
ing the effluent to a standard where recycling 
to tanning operat ions became possib le. 

The ponds. once they were properly 
designed. have not onl y prov ided for water 
and nutrient cyc li ng, but have also been used 
to produce anim al feed. M icroa lgae play a 

maj or role in wastewater treatment ponding 
systems by recycling nutrients, taking up car­

bon, nitrogen and phosphorus, reducing the 
nutrient load and producing oxygen for bacte­
rial decompos ition of organic matter. The 
Rhodes researchers used designs pioneered in 
the USA for treatment of sewage and food 
industry effl uents, but which had not been 
used to treat tannery effluents. 

The system at MWL uses a number of 
treatm ent steps, from an anaerobic digestion 
unit to an A lgal High Rate Oxidation Ponding 
(HROP) raceway, which can prov ide reduc­
t ion of organics, nitrogen and phosphate I ev­
e is to surface water discharge standards. 

The Spirulina biomass produced in the 
HROP is harvested, sun-dried and, after trials 
in the Rhodes Uni versity Departm ent of 
Ichthyo logy and Fisheries Science (DIFS), 

has been developed into feed rat ions for 
abalone and rainbow trout fann ing. The novel 
abalone ration developed by Dr Peter Britz of 
the DI FS is now used by commercial abalone 
farmers. · 

The Uni versity 's biotechnologists are 
also wo rking on several other WRC-spon­
sored projects. These include the develop­
ment of a process for producing beta-carotene 
from another inhabitant of tannery ponds, 
Dunaliella salina; evaluation of lo-cost tech­
no logy for sewage and abattoir effluent; and 
the further appl ication of the system to the 
treatm ent of mine dra inage waters. 

Farewell to Brenda Nicholls 

Dr Brenda Nicholls (right) of the History Department receives a parting gift from Professor 
Paul Maylam at a farewell function held on 19 November . 
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Accommodation wanted 
Young, female professional seeking accommo­
dation for 1998. in modern house in secure 
area. Non-smoking. Off-road parking . Phone 
Elizabeth at 311317 (h) 

Politics Lecturer seeks 1 bedroom furnished 
flaUcottage from January 1998. Contact David 
Pattie , ext 8356. e-mail : podp@giraffe 

Young lecturer seeks 2 or 3 bedroom 
house/cottage/flat in quiet area. Please contact 
Nick at: ext. 8244 or at home at 27 841 . 

Accommodation offered 
BED and BREAKFAST. Self-contained flatl et. 
pool , private entrance . R55 ,00 p.p. Contact 
Sheryl-Anne Drennan at ext 8298/9 (a.m.): 
27189 (h) or ce ll 082 657 0359 

Kidds Beach Self-catering flatlet. Bedsitter with 
1 double bed and fold -out two-seater couch: 
TV. Separate kitchen with double hotplate and 
fridge . Shower/toilet. Ideal for a couple with one 
or two children . R120 per night. Availab le for 
weekends and vacations . Some Dec/Jan dates 
still available . Phone 0431 811671 evenings 

Fully furnished holiday flat to let in quiet, central 
prestigious suburb (Fresnaye/Sea Pornt). One 
bedroom with en suite bathroom, kitchen . spa­
cious lounge and alcove for extra bed. Weekly 
rate R1250 . Tel 021 -4341453. 

Miscellaneous 
Housesitter available. January -April 1998. 
Conducting research in Geography Department. 
Contact Gina at g97zc008@giraffe 

Would you like your house occupied over 
Christmas? We have family vis iting who would 
be happy to look after your home/pets in return 
for accommodation. Contact Julia Goodwin tel 
(w) 318366 (h) 28176 or email 
j .goodwin@ru.ac.za 

THE MUSTARD 
SEED 

HEA LTH 
SHOP 

A Slimming Menu. Are you too busy to plan . 
prepare and cook good food? Let us do this 
work for you . We offer healthy, tasty food and 
deliver it. We can cater for your specific dietary 
needs. Please contact the Mustard Seed at 311 
496 or 311 174 

Domestic worker available for two or three days 
a week . Joyce is highly rel iable and an excellent 
worker. Please contact Lisl on 3'18569 or one­
mail : adlg@giraffe .ru .ac.za 

Wanted : I should like to buy or hire a University 
of Natal PhD gown and hood. If you can help, 

please leave a message for Brenda Nicholls at 
318 330 or ring me at Durban (031) 217 875 

Grocott's Print 0 461-27222 
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