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Who's the boss? 

We spoke to our editor, Vanessa 
Barolsky to find out about Rho­
deo, the alternative press, SASPU, 
and what she does for a jorl. 

Rhodeo: What is Rhode a and 
what exactly is your role on cam­
pus? 

Vanessa: Rhodeo is the official 
student newspaper on campus. 
We try to provide an alternative to 
the views that students encounter 
on the SABC and the commercial 
press by giving a whole new per­
spective to South African politics, 
culture and sport! 

Rhodeo: Rhodeo may be 
criticised for being too political. 
Do you think this is valid? 

Vanessa: No. The severe press 
restrictions that have existed in 
Sout4 Africa for so long mean that 
a very inadequate picture of South 
African society is presented in the 
commercial press and the SABC. 
As part of the alternative press we 
feel it is necessary to counteract 
the distortions of the SABC and 
inform students about what is re­
ally happening. Even with the re­
cent lifting of the media 
regulations there are a multitude 
of security laws that severely re­
strict our ability to report all the 
news. :eecause we cover so-called 
political issues doesn't mean that 
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the newspaper is irrelevant to stu­
dents. Most of our articles deal 
with campus issues but often these 
are also political issues because 
they fundamentally affect the way 
our lives are run. 

Rhodeo: What organisations is 
Rhodeo connected to? 

Vanessa: Rhodeo is an affiliate 
of the South African Students 
Press Union (SASPU) which has 
over fifty, other affiliates. Saspu is · 
co-ordinated by a two person 
head office and offers a number of 
services such as training and re­
sources. 

Rhodeo: Who runs Rhodeo? 
Vanessa: Me. No Rhodeo is run 

democratically. Everybody par­
ticipates in all aspects of produc-

tion from writing and subbing to 
lay out and design. Decisions con­
cerning the· newspaper are taken 
by all the staff. We have a collec­
tive who help to co-ordinate vari­
ous aspects of production such as 
news, sports and culture. 

Rhodeo: What's in it for stu­
dents who join? 

Vanessa:Fun, fun, fun! You'll 
learn a lot of skills. Everything you 
could possibly want to.know about 
about newspaper production. It's 

The Rhodeo staff 

also very good for your CV, your 
political credibility and general all 
round good health. Staff members 
get to experience non-racialism, 
non-sexism, and democracy first 
hand as well as learning what's re­
ally going on in this country plus 
the alternatives. All this and 
more ... 
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Rhodeo: And socially what does 
Rhodeo do for ajorl? 

Vanessa: Rhodeo members are 
heavy jollers as outside witnesses 
will testify. We tend to visit the 
bars in town a lot after meetings 
and during paste-up when there's 
more work than our psyches can 
handle. 

Rhodeo: So how does one join? 
Vanessa: We'll have a table out 

during orientation week where 
you can sign up or come up to our 
offices on the second floor of the 
student union building. (Down 
the passage opposite the union 
bar where you'll probably spend a· 
lot of time · 

Image is all ... 
So you're a first year and you don't other wild activities, wake up late 
want anyone else to know it? to "check" their friends at the last 
Here are a few helpful hints to lecture and then hit the bottle 
ensure your credibility as a sea- again. Grahamstown has the hig-
soned Rhodes student. best alcohol consumption rate in 

You are what you wear... South Africa. 
At university this cliche Grahamstown's most infamous 

becomes a guiding principle of bar is the Vic - hang-out of the 
life. Image is all. SADF, brawlers (duck the pun-

Bungies are a much maligned ches), farmers and serious rugger­
but well established institution at buggers. Watch the small steps 
Rhodes. When asked to define leading away from the bar , many 
this strange term Rhodes students a first year has tripped in embar­
rarely give a clear definition but ressed and drunken confusion, 
the word seems to be associated losing all vestiges of dignity. 
with left-wing politics, indian print There are only two cinemas 
dresses, dangling earrings, leather where films six months old are 
sandals and bare feet. You can shown in conditions so freezing 
usually find these people around during winter you are advised to 
the student union engaged in bring blankets, duvets, thermos 
meetings, or chatting about the flasks and equipment necessary 
current conjuncture. for an arctic expedition. 

To be a Gothic you need a flow- Places to be seen include Kaif 
ing black cloak preferably with a and the pool next door. At the 
hood, black tights, black t -shirts, pool you can prance in bikini, jock 
black shirts and black shoes shorts and raybans. In Kaif you 
(preferably doc martins). You can hang out with friends, drink 
could also peroxide your hair bril- endless cups of coffee and place 
liant white. You must express an- . yourself at the mercy of the mu~i­
archistic tendancies and even act cal tastes of our very own radio 
on them. Other attractions in- station, RMR. · 
elude dressing up as witches, Places beginning with "1" like li­
painting faces on halloween and brary and lectures are fatal to your 
howling at the moon. credibility but the lao's ok. Only 

Beware if you are out after mid- first years go to first year lectures 
night near the cathedral- there and anyway they are generally not 
have been rumours about sacrifi- necessary to pass. If you're really 
cial virgins... worried you can always sneak 

Social . around the back and hope nobody 
Your social life is an essential sees you or try to hide yourself 

mdicator of non-first year status. among the first year hordes that 
Second years do not attend many crowd into lecture rooms. 
lectures. They drink a lot at the The rest you'll just have to fmd 
bars in Grahamstown, engage in out for yourself by trial and error. 



Forwarding the . non-racial allia 
NEWS----

On campus 

Nusas organise seperately when 
they claim to be non-racial? 

Rod Dixon: We have to 
recognise that students come 
from vastly different back­
grounds because of the divisions 
in our society. Their experiences 
are often very different. While 
black students have borne the 
brunt of apartheid white stu­
dents have not necessarily come 
into contact with these hard­
ships. We can't expect these dif­
ferences to simply disappear 
because students are at univer­
sity. 

This means that we need to 
· approach people bearing these 

differences in mind. At the 
same time, both organisations 
emphasise programmes aimed 
at breaking down barriers and . 
building an understanding 
amongst all students of the pol­
itical realities in South Africa. 

Neville Chainee: Non­
racialism cannot simply be de­
clared because it sounds nice. It 
must be built and struggled for 

· and we are committed to this 
process. Both organisations are 
committed to the principle of 
non-racialism and the ideal of 
one organisation. An important 
task is to challenge even more 
white students to practically op­
pose racism and to embrace non· 
racialism. 

Rhodeo: You use the term 
"non-racialism"; one often hears 
the term multi-racialism else-

Rod Dixon . 
of the 

where - could you explain the 
difference between the two? 

NC: While multi-racialism 
tends to remain at the level of 
friendship, non-racism recog­
nises the inherently political na­
ture of racism in our society and 
the fact that to meaningfully 
challenge these prejudices one 
must be actively involved in op­
posing apartheid. 

Simply getting together may 
break down some social barriers 
but poses no real challenge to 
the system of apartheid that 
made getting together as black 
and white so difficuit in the first 
place. Multi racialismtends to 
mask the real nature of racism 
and create a false veneer of mu­
tual-cooperation. 

Rhodeo: What is the non­
racial alliance between Nusas 
and Sansco and does it work? 

RD: It is a principled al­
liance between both organisa­
tions based on our committment 
to a non-racial and democratic 
South Africa. The alliance is 
also a step in the direction of 
our goal of a single non-racial 
student organisation. Because 
we recognise the differences in 
our constituencies, we organise 
and plan campaigns jointly in 
working towards unifying cam­
pus. This ensures the building 
of non-racialism at all levels of 
campus life which is crucial to 
the process of moving towards 
one organization. 

NC: The alliance has 
worked very well at a leadership 
level but not necessarily on the 
ground among the majority of 
students. Many students don't 
socialise or interact politically 
with each other enough yet. 

RD: Nusas and especially 
Sansco have been victims of gov-
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Neville Chainee of the Black Student's Movement 

ernmental repression and har­
rasment which has set back our 
work. This repression is a re­
sponse to the strength of the al­
liance and the potential it 
presents for building non-racial­
ism and anti-apartheid unity on 
campus. 

N C: We are in a unique po­
sition on campus because the di­
visions that exist so starkly in the 
rest of society are not rigidly en­
trenched here. 

We urge students to become 
involved in organisatilims oppos­
ing apartheid. Many students 
who have not got involved regret 
it once they leave campus; they 
realise they have missed a good 
opportunity. 

The non-racial alliance has 
had an impact on campus but it 
can only reach its full potential 
if a broad mass of students par­
ticipate in building it. · 

The political climate has 
changed considerably and has 
provided the space and oppor­
tunity to become involved in 
fighting the inequalities that re­
main in South Africa. 

Rhodeo: Nusas and Sansco 
discussed moving towards a 
single organisation at their con­
gresses last year. What is this 
going to involve and what are 
the obstacles? 

NC: The major problem 
would be that a single organisa­
·tionmust be built from the 
ground. Non-racialism must be 
built among as many students as 
possible and from there a single 
organisation can develop. 

We need a clear programme 
to get to this point and it has to 
happen soon. However there · 
are still major differences in per· 
ceptions between black and 

Nusas targets the 
Rhodeo: How is the SRC linked 
to SRC's on other campuses? 

Rod: The Rhodes SRC is affil­
iated to National Union of South 
African students(Nusas) which is 
a federation of SRC's comprising 
of the SRC:s from Wits, Durban, 
PMB and UCT. Being part of 
Nusas means that ideas and re­
sour.ces can be exchanged and 
pooled. We can also be far more 
effective in 'taking up important 
issues through national cam­
paigns. This means that if a single 
campus is facing a particularly ur­
gent issue the whole Union may 
take it up . . 

During Nusas congress at the 
end of the year all the previous 
year's policies are recinded and 
SRCmemberselecte'd on the vari­
ous campuses decide on the policy 
for the following year, so students 
can influence Nusas policy 

Rhodeo: How is an· SRC differ­
ent from the prefect system. 

Rod:Our SRC operates very 
differently and has much more 
power than a prefect body. It is 
elected by students to represent 
and serve students; The SRC 
therefore students with 
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the mechanisms to take up issues 
or grievences they feel are import­
ant as the SRC has access to deci­
sion-making structures in the 
university where we ·are able to 
reflect student opinion and press­
urise for changes where necess­
ary. However it is only through 

maximum student participation in 
this process that we can really win 
issues. This is shown by the suc­
cess of the contraception, res rules 
campaigns as well as campaigns 
against student detention where 
there was wide student support 
for the issues. 

Rhodeb: What does the SRC 
intend doing in the next year? 

Rod:We will aim to maintain a 
well balanced programme in 
order to address all areas which 
directly affect students; those 
being representation, benefits and 
services, political action and edu­
cation. Increasing the possibilities 
for student involvement in all cam­
paigns is a crucial objective. More 
specifically we are going to inten­
sify our campaigns in reses and 
take forward questions such as 
permanent keys for first year 
women and at the same time look 

white students. The conditions 
of life white and black students 
experience are usually vastly dif­
ferent. Black students want 
white students to try and under­
stand what life on the wrong end 
of apartheid is like and why it 
isn't "okay'' to be apolitical. 

RD: A stronger commit­
ment than ever before to devela-: 
PipMh~wgjtions for one 
orgarusa Qlt~merged at the con-
gresses; people felt it was not 
eaough to keep on saying "we're 
building non-racialism". 

There are still divisions, 
prejudices and discrimination 
among many students on all 
campuses. Trust and support 
must be built through common 
work against apartheid. There 
must be a political commitment 
on the part of all students. This 
is a challenge that lies at the 
doorstep of everybody 

Rhodeo: Although moving 
into a single organisation has al­
ways been an aim of the non­
racial alliance why is it a priorty 
this year? 

RD: Its prioritisation re­
lates to the question of a the fu­
ture and how we can get there. 
Building non-racial organsation 
is one of the most powerful chal­
lenges we can pose to apartheid 
because it is the anti-thesis of 
the division and mistrust that 
apartheid policies breed. 

We cannot, however wait 
,, UJ?.~il WJ:- arrive in a post apart­

heid South Africa- non-racial­
ism is one of our goals and it is 
also a means of getting there. . 

The future must be prepared 
and built for now. Surely we 
don't want to enter a non-racial, 
democratic future as seperate 
organisations; if our goal is one 
organisation, we must work for 
that now. 

reses 
towards increasing security in 
residences by introducing an elec­
tronic card system. We also hope 
to introdu,ce a meal ticket system 
so that students don't have to pay 
for meals they don't eat. The SRC 
will be investigating the fining sys­
tem to see what powers wardens 
actually do have to fine and 
whether these rules can be 
changed. 

In relation to political action we 
intend to focus on the current pol­
itical climate and what that means 
for students. We'll deal with issues 
such as negotiationS, the future, 
implications of the unbanning of 
the ANC and release of Nelson 
Mandela. We hope that students 
will get involved in these issues 
and address others such as the 
education crisis in South Afri~ 
which is of fundamental concern 
to us as students 

In 1990 we will also look at as­
sisting to rebuild faculty councils 
and setting up a workable class rep 
syst~m so that students can have 
some say over course content, 
exam timetables, lecturing tee­
Diques etc.All in all I think there's 
a lot of exiting and important work 
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------NEWS~----~------------------------~-----A -is for academics, of course. 
1"'\since you can't avoid . 

the best thing to db is to 
friends with them. It pays off 
the long run (some of them 
prone to dropping hints near 
time.) Challenge, question, 
lyse and rip-off; you learn 
that way. 

A is also for anarchists - you 
know the ones in black - and 

I . 

angst - which can't be understood 
until you've experienced it, so I 
won't try to explain. 

8 -is for bungi, any mel-
lowed-out person who wears 

kikois and says "hey like wow man, 
make us a spliff ekse!" a lot. Ap­
parently· a dying breed in their 
purist form, but the rest of campus 
ranks anyone in homemade shoes 
as "bungi". 

Also bugger - a male person 
who plays rugby and drinks a 

lot of Castle Lager - mortal enemy 
ofBungies. 

More B's: Bots is the Botani­
cal Gardens - very quiet, 

peaceful, secluded ... strang~ 
things happen in Bots ... A Bust is a 
friendly visit from the local defen­
ders of law and order, usually 
leading .to a little digging in the 
garden. 

C -is for coffin-kids - pseu­
-do~anarchic, black-clad gra­

veyard-ravers with reliance upon 
group identity. 

D -is dawnie,frrst lectur~ of 
the day 7.45am which every- , 

body hates and a lot <:>f peop~e . 
miss. And then of course there< 1S 

Digs, an arbitrary collection of 
dirty dishes, clothes and other 
items designed to allow easiest ac­
cess to burglars. 

E -is for Emergenr.y, a State 
of which has been slightly amended 
by De Klerk 

F -food. A permanent con~ 
cern. Res food varies from 

okay to awful, but at least there's 
lots of it and no dirty dishes. 
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G -is Gin and tonic, Good 
'ol Grahamstown and Gro­

cotts (the oldest newspaper in 
SA). It also stands for God, who 
is much in evidence here, what 
with 53 churches. ' 

H -is for Holidays, which 
everyone. needs now and then. 

Kenton, Port Alfred and the 
Transkei are nice for short breaks, 
although P A on Sundays is not· a 
good idea. 

I -is for Inspiration which I 
have run out of. "I" is a very 

boring letter in G-town. 

J is a jol!!! ie rav~, party, 
k.;tivity, Saturday night, happy 

drunken sprees. In G-town you 
have 'to make your own or · else 
know where to look. 

K-well, Kaif is a nice place 
to sit and waste time with your 

friends; you might even get to hear 
music you like if the DJ on duty 
likes what you request. Just don't 
buy the food if you know what's 
good for you. · 

And then there's the scenic 
wonder of campus, Kotch 

Creek, very slimy and smelly and 
make sure you don't get thrown in. 

l is naturally the Lefty - eas-
ily identified because it talks a 

lot and enjoys using phrases like 
"the Struggle", "democracy'', "fas­
cist state" and "in terms of this ana­
lysis ... " This is raving of a different 
kind! 

M " is for mother who will 
write - if you are lucky ·- that 

cheque.: 

N : non compos mentis is the 
feeling you get on Sunday 

mornings following a heavy jol. 
Also Narcs, the nic~yeople who 
make Busts. · 

Q- stands for the Odeon 
and His Majesty's, G-town's 

two venerable old cinemas. The 
movies are generany good if a little 
old, and so what if the sound is 
bad, you only pay R4.00 for an 
evening show anyway. Also they 
are probably the only movie 
houses left in the country where 
you can smoke during the show. 

P -is for Poverty of which 
there ·is a lot in G-town. A 

75% unemployment rate makes 
life very difficult for a lot of 
people, as you will have noticed if 
you've walked down High Street 
yet. The "lumpens" (beggars) are 
out in force to catch the first years 
- in order to survive. 

Q is a Quirt - ask the SAP 
about these, there were a lot of 

them around durmg the White 
elections last year. Also dogs, 
teargas and rubber bullets. 

R is Res where mo~t of you 
will be living this year. The 

most important thing abouy Res is 
the Rules which are generally very 
sexist - requiring women to be 
locked up every night. However, 
remember that rules like this were 
meant to be broken. 

Then there is the Referen-
dum, a more or less annual 

Rhodes event which has been 
going on for as long as anyone can 
remember. It involves a lot of 
talking, fighting and media. 

And, of course there is RHO­
DEO, the stunning publica­

tion you are busy reading. Get 
· your foot in the door now, compe­

tion for Pulitzer Prizes is stiff ... 

.,."o~WAJ~~ 
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S = SADF, a strong 
presence in more ways than 

one. Try playing Count-the-Cass- . 
pirs one day, you ~ay be sur-
prised. · 

S is also "Sun City'', not what 
you thought it was: Graham­

stown's poorest community living 
in abject squalor on a rubbish 
dump outside town. · · 

want­
shUs 

) 

1 -is for Trendy which often 
goes hand-in-hand with Lefty. 

glasses, handpainted ear­
and anything ethnic bought 

a fleamarket are all trendy. 

U -the Union, Rhodes' own 
pub which boasts the cheapest 

drinks in town and a great view of 
the rugby field. You have to be a 
paid-up member to get in, though, 
which can cause problems. A fa­
vourite haunt of res people since 
it's right on campus. 

V • is for 'venereal disease 
and the Vice-Chancellor -

both best avoided . 

W -is for Water which we 
hope won't be rationed again 

this year. 

X -um ... X-rated movies 
which are never at the Oqeo­

nor His Majesties. 

Y----awn, closely followed 

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz, at the 
end of the VC's opening speech. 
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b

. 
. e1ng friends 
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Rhodeo: What are your 
thoughts at the beginning of the 
new decade? 

Erica Elk: I think we are living 
in very exciting times. The possi­
bilities of this decade are enor­
mous. The end of apartheid is 
very near, I think everyone feels 
this and it's raising a host of ques­
tions about where to after apart­
heid. 

Rhodeo: Nusas has a tradition 
of opposing apartheid. What is its 
response to state reforms ? 

cratize the university so that stu­
dents, who are the essence of the 
university, have real power in 
fighting for these changes. 

Rhodeo: Nusas represents 
white students, but it works in a 
non-racial alliance with the South 
African National Students Con­
gress (Sansco). 

Why are there two racially 
divided student bodies? 

EE: We are not idealists work­
ing with our heads in the clouds. 
Thus we have to take into account 
the differences between different 
groups in South Africa. 

with someone" 
mum demands of South Africa's 
people. The fact that it was drawn 
up in 1955 and ·is still relevant 
today is an indictment on apart­
heid. It is document that millions 
of South Africans know about and 
support despite the government's 
attempts to discredit it. · 

The vision that students have for 
a future South Africa is. contained 
in that document. That vision 
being a non-racial, democratic, 
peaceful and prosperous South 
Africa. 

Rhodeo: Nusas is affiliated to 
the United Democratic Front 
(UDF) and as such is part of the 
Mass Democratic Movement. 
Why is this so ? 

EE: There is no way that the 
conflict in South Africa will ever 
be resolved until every South Af­
rican has a political voice and has 
a say in how our country is run. 
The MOM and the UDF is the . 
voice of the majority of South Af­
ricans and is the vehicle through 
which this will be achieved. 

Nusas, as the largest white afftl­
iate of the UDF, also has a very 
important role to play in the build­
ing of non-racialism This means 

EE: We also have a tradition of 
working for non-racialism and 
democracy. It is not enough to 
oppose apartheid, we actually 
have to build real alternatives. 
Apartheid cannot be reformed. 
Until the goven:un~nt realises this, 
there is no way the conflict in 
South Africa will be resolved. 

Black students come from a dis­
advantaged background and 
"Bantu education" while white stu­
dents come from privileged back­
grounds and Christian Nationalist 
Education. So it's been necessary 
to have two separate organisations 
that can represeQt the needs of the 
two student bodies. 

Erika Elk taking Nusas into the nineties that students can forge links with 
people the government. has been 
trying to separate us from for 

Rhodeo:What does Nusas do 
to improve university education 
and improve the role that univer­
sities play in South Africa ? 

EE: There are a number of le­
vels at which we should challenge 
the university. At a practical level 
we must challenge very real every 
day problems, such as, poor lec­
turing standards and inadequate 
facilities. 

At another level we must chal­
lenge course content - are our de­
grees equipping us to deal with the 
real problems facing South Africa 
or are we just being skilled in a way 
that reproduces the status quo? 
For example, are commerce stu­
dents learning how to structure 
the economy so that it serves all 
South Africans and not just the 
minority. 

At a third level we must demo-

Non-racialism isn't simply '9eing 
. friends with someone of a differ­

ent race. In reality non-racialism 
is only built when you come 
together with the same goals and 
are prepared to act to achieve 
these goals. 

Rhodeo: How strong is the al­
liance between Nusas and Sansco 
and what is the potential for the 
building of one national student 
body? 

EE:At the moment the two or­
ganisations work well together. In 
the 1980's we have made signifi­
cant gains as we have been able to 
build trust through working 
together and through proving our 
commitment to the goal of a nqn" 
racial South Africa. 

Rhodeo: What are the prob-

lems preventing the formation of 
one student organisation ? · " 

EE:' The most ~asic problem is 
the lack of student participation in 
building non-racialism on the 
ground. It is not enough to intel­
lectually reject apartheid. There 
are hundreds of places for stu­
dents to get involved in working 
non-racially - the residences, fa­
culties, sport and cultural arena 
and SRC sub-committees. 

When the situation arises where 
all students participate at that 
level then we will have a de facto 
situation of one organisation. 
Until then we have to work hard at 
closing the gaps and overcoining 
the divisions. 

Rhodeo: There is a Nusas local 
committee at Stellenbosch and 
Nusas assists organisations on 
other Afrikaans campuses. How 
is anti-apartheid work received on 
these campuses and what does 
working there mean for Nusas ? 
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EE: On most of the Afrikaans 
campuses tlie conditions are very 
repressive. Most of the SRC's are 
controlled by the National Party 
or the Conservative Party and as 
you can imagine they are all very 
opposed to any opposition which 
will contest their control. They 
are also thi-eatened by the challen­
ges and alternatives Nusas offers 
to apartheid. 

Working on these campuses 
means that our ability to build a 
united student ·community in the 
whole of S<mth Africa is greater. 
It means that we are in the position 
to act to break down the divisions 
between black and white students 
~ the divisions between Afri~ 
kaans and the Engli~h students. 

Rhodeo: What commment do 
you have about Nusas's adoption 
of the Freedom Charter at its an­
nual congrees last year ? 

EE: The Freedom Charter is a 
document representing the mini-

_years. _ 

Rhooeo: You are the fourth 
woman president in 66 years of 
Nusas's history. Does that make 
your task more difficult ? 

EE: In some ways it does. Even 
though the universities say they 
are committed to non-sexism, it 
isn't always reflected in their prac­
tice. 

In reality women have to work 
twice as hard to 'make it' and to be 
taken seriously when they do. 

It's not so bad in Nusas where 
students try very hard to put non­
sexism into practise. 

The fact that there have been 
four women presidents in Nusas 
isn't a reflectiqn of a tack of par­
ticipation by women in student 
government and on the SRC's. 

In fact I'm the second woman in 
· the last six years which shows that 

Nusas is taking seriously the im­
plementation of non-sexism. 

RESTAURANT 
For the best pizzas in town!! 

Fiiul us on Hill Street between · 
His Majestys and The Albert ... . 

Tel: 0461 Z7261 
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A handy pull-out-and-stick­

on-the-wall-next -to-your-things­
to-do-now-list guide to some of 
the residence names of Rhodes 
University. 

Be it 
Named after Sir Alfred (1853-

_1906). "With no obvious aca­
demic traits Beit was not 
considered worthy of a university 
education'' and so did J ourn in­
stead. No, only kidding, he ac­
tually got a job with a firm of gem 
importers in Hamburg, diversi­
fied into diamonds and made a 
pile. In his will, Beit left $200 000 
to U cT and $25 000 to Rhodes. 
Yes, well. Maybe De Klerk wont 
be to savage With our subsidies 
since we've had it tough right from 
the start. 

Botha 
Oh, God, not another one. 

College 
'Boring house, boring name' I 

here yo~ sigh as you fondle a 
stranger in the Union/ tattoo H­
A-T-E on your knuckles/ begin 
swatting for the November exams/ 
prime your limpet mine/ analyse 
your share portgolio (one likes to 
.appeal to as wide a readership as 
possible). But did you know that 
if you leave out the 'e', 'c' and 'g', 
an anagram of College house is 
'Louse Hole'? This elegant proof 
confirms the widely (albeit pri­
vately) held belief that College 
house is indeed little more (three 
letters to be precise) than the 
home of a teeming struggling, wri­
thing mass of irritating little mites . . 

Schreiner 
Olive Emelie Albertina (as in 

Sisulu) Schreiner is best _known 
for her description of life on a 
farm in Africa. ("I had a farm in 
Africa ... " - hang on, I'm getting 
mixed up. Sorry.) But she is also 
remembered as a political 
pamphleteer (she · attacked 
Rhodes on a number of occasions 
- one of life little ironies, that) and 
as a feminist before women had 
bras to burn. 

. Stanley Kidd 1,2 and 
3 

Its a little known fact that Stan­
ley Kidd (one of the former profs 
at Rhodes) had a multiple person~ 
ality. 

Thomas Pringle 
Named after the poet, journal­

ist, philanthropist and one time 
secretary . of . the anti-slavery so­
ciety. Pringle was one described 
by Sir Charles Summerset as an 

JANSHUT5 
JOHN 

~~~~~~~~~~~· 

CULL£~~ 

~~· 
~[j 
~~ 

"arrant dissenter who had scrib­
bled". (Which sounds like the 
wardens description of someone 
who hadn't filled in the signing-in 
book correctly.) Pringle once 
wrote an article entitled; "On the 
Present State and Prospects of the 
English Emigrants in Albany, 
South Africa". A short while later 
Pringle returned to England (see 
the humour in that?) 

-
J· 

"' 

• 

Winchester, Truro, 
Salisbury and Canter­
'bury 

Are named after the four 
bishop-rics from where the first 
four bishops appointed to Gra- . 
hamstown came. (Now that is a 
double entendre that re<itly Tho­
mas Equinas would be prpud to 
call his own.) " ' 

[!].~ 
rJ [L 
rJ L 

-
Cullen Bowles 
An unfortunate name; it 

sounds like some particularly 
virulent form of gastro-intestinal 
disorder. (Eg "just aft(fr a mon­
soom broke there was a particu- · 
larly 'bad outbreak of Cullen 
Bowles and the men lay listlessly 
in their huts despite the threats 
from Major Nagasaki." (from the 
Bridge over the river Kwaai).) 

Queen bees . rule· the . roost at women's reses 
If at first glance residence seems 

like one giant bee-hive to you, then 
you should know that the two have 
more in common than lots of little 
cells. 

The wardens of Rhodes Univer­
sity's women's residences run 
thei1 honey-combs, ~s regimentally 
asany queen-bee this side of Alca­
traz. The queen-bee has control ­
over the worker-bee's (that's you) 
movements. She will not allow 
you to stray too far from the hive 
(unless you have a letter of per­
,mission from your parents) andif 
she catches a drone in her- hive 
after eleven o' clock, she will sting 
him to death. 
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Talkillg of drones you will soon 
discover that they have it really 
.easy round here. First year men 
are not subject to the same restric­
tions as first year women. While 
men are allowed to come and go 
as they please (their residences 
being left open permanently), 
women are obliged to have their 
movements monitored by having 
to sign out keys, sign in male visi­
tors and their reses locked every 
night at eleven-thirty. 

The maximum security type pro~ 

tection may be for the safety of 
women residents but you cannot 
help wondering at twelve o' clock 

at night, when you have missed key 
signing-out time and you are long­
ing to go out, whether the locked 
doors and burglar bars have any 
function other than keeping you 
m. 

Following years of campaigning 
by the SRC, rules regarding first 
year women have been amended 
from this year; previously they 
were not permitted keys for the 
first six months which meant that 
they had to return to res by eleven 
thirty every night. The amend­
ment may seem like a godsend but 
there remains a gaping difference 
between the freedom of first year 
men and women. 
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Administration would argue 
that the rules are supported by the 
majority of parents (if they fear 
that much for their daughters' vir­
tue they should send them to a 
nunnery) yet the rules become re-

dundant when the wardens of the 
men's reses make it clear thatthey 
will turn a biind eye to the 
presence of women after midnight 
as long as they don't scream too 
loudly. 

There is a silent code in mens' 
reses that encourages them to 
bring as · many women to their 

Goldfields 
R 86, up from R 82.50 this time 

last month. Dealers are ambivi­
lant about the short term future of 
this share, at least until nest year's 
senior student is announced. At 
least two students face discipli­
nary hearings on charges of in­
sider trading. 

Walker 
"Walker" is a vernacular name 

used to describe a person who 
lives 'on the hill'. Hence "Walker 
house" - a residence for such 
people. 

Jan Smuts 
Statesman, soldier, philos­

opher, and senior sub-warden. 
Smuts was a brilliant scholar; he 
received a double first at the 
University of the Cape of Good 
Hope, read law at Cambridge and 
fought the Hun in East Africa. 
Could give the Chamber of mines 
a few hints on crusliing miners' 
strikes as well. While draftipg the 
constitution of the Union df S.A. 
he wrote that he was inclined to 
"shift the whole burden of the na­
tive problem onto the shoulders of 
the future". Thanks Jan! 

Graham 
Named after Colonel John 

Graham (1778-1821). Graham 
headed a 19th century Special 
Forces unit in the 4th Frontier 
War and was commended for a 
"dextrous and soundly conducted 
offensive". Widely quoted by 
young marine lieutenants in Viet­
nam viz "in order to save the vil­
lage it became necessary to 
destroy it". 

Phelps 
Francis Robinson Phelps 

(1863-1938) was an Anglican 
Bishop. In 1930 he was appointed 
Archbishop of Cape Town. 
Three congregations refused to 
acknowledged his position be­
cause he had not been conse­
crated in England . 

Oakdene 
Affectionately - known by its. 

residents as "Smokedene" due to 
the close working relationship be­
tween many of its former inhabi­
tants and the weed. A Mr Worral 
was once resident in the house 
(1983-1985). J,would like to sug­
gest that the argument that Oak­
dene is in fact named after Dene 
Smuts is a fairly strong one. 

rooms as humanly possible and it 
seems that the safety of women on 
campus would not be such an issue 
if the libidos of men students were 
not as well oiled as they are. 

However, instead of trying tore­
shape the attitudes of male stu­
dents and to alter their perception 
of women as tokens of their man­
hood, the problem has supposedly 
been addressed by curbing the 
freedom of women. Perhaps it is 
the men's rese.s that need burglar 
bars and locks more than the 
women's reses. 



"There is no place for a black 
man in the European community 
~bove the level of certain forms of 
labour. For that reason, it is to no 
avail for him to receive a training 
which has its aim, absorption into 
the European community where 
he cannot be absorbed." Hendrik 
Verwoerd, 1954. 

The inequalities between black more than once, because they live the black community is calling for Some also believe that matric re­
and white education in South Af-

in the wrong area, because they the re-marking of all exam papers. suits-are manipulated in favour of 
rica have long been a source of could not produce good conduct Investigations revealed a com- rural schools. 
deep discontent and frustration. certificates, because they were too plete lack of security in the mark- The deficiencies and shortcom­
Despite years of disastrous black old, because they were "trouble- ing rooms, with any student able to ings of black education are not 
matric results and promises to makers" or because they could not walk in, talk to the markers and insurmountable, but despite all 
change things, these differences pay school fees. It bas been esti- handle scripts. Markers worked 'the recent noise about reform and 
have still not been addressed and d tha 27 ()()() at the ce' ntres for twelve hours a · d h the conditions in the schools con- mate . t as many as stu- dialogue with lea ers across t e 
tinue to deteriorate. dents have been turned away from day, then took home hundreds of spectrum, the National Party con-

The state of black education has school this year because of such scripts to be marked without any tinues to ignore requests for a 
reasons. supervision. single department of education or 

sparked hundreds of boycotts, Only 42% of black matric candi- At R30 a paper, most students even the introduction of compul-
protests and demonstrations over dates passed last year, for a wide can't ·afford to have scripts re- sory schooling. 
the years. The Government has varietyofreasonsincludinglackof marked, and in some cases vi- The minister of Education. De­
responded to opposition to the textbooks, lack of teachers, large olence has been used to repress velopment aid, Dr Stoffel van der 
appalling education system by 1 1 alifi d h these demands. The DET rou- 'd 1 d · c asses, poor y qu 1e teac ers, . Merwe, sru a aw esegregatmg 
banning scores of student organi- tioely withholds the matric results all schools would never be passed 
sations and by detaining and re- et~ollowing revelations of irregu- of many students on the grounds whil~ the National Party was in . 
stricting students opposing the larities in the marking of scripts, of "irregularities" during exams. ~~ 
system. This repression has also .---------------------------...:;P..;0

_w_e_r_. ----~~-------.;;...-..;;;;;;;;;.;;;.;;.,;;;;;;;;;. ____ 1 
resulted in the deaths of young f 1• ·f h 
South Africans demanding their The best years 0 our IVes.............. or some per aps 
right to education. 

The increase of violence and 
drug abuse amongst students, the 
rise in gangsterism involving youth 
of school~going age and the high 
incidence of unwanted teenage 
pregnanCies, truancy and pros­
titution are seen as a result of the 
over-crowding in schools and the 
ongoing exclusions. 

This year began with black pu­
pils being turned away from over­
crowded DET schools, while 
white children attended half-full 

. schools in some areas. Nine white 
schools were closed last year for 
this reason. Black students are ex­
cluded for a variety of reasons, 
including because they failed 

Rhodeo interviewed two of its 
own reporters, both of whom were 
from Grahamstown, at the end of 
last year to highlight the differen­
ces between the education they re­
ceived. This is an extract from the 
interview: 

Sandile went to Nombulelo, the 
townshipe "elite" high school. His 
father is a labourer and liis mother 
a domestic worker. John went to 
a multi-racial, private and VERY 
elite high school. His parents are 
both acade.mics at Rhodes. 

Rhodeo: What were the facilities 
like at your school? 

Sandile: Our school was one of 

through student eyes. 

the lucky few to have a laboratory, 
but many things were inissing - a 
lot of equipment I only ever saw in 
books! At other schools ·in the 
township conditions are horrible; 
windows and doors are missing, 
the toilet system is very bad; and ' 
there are seldom any telephones 
around. 

We played basic sports like soc­
cer, rugby and netball. There was 
no squl¥ih, tennis, gyms etc. We 
had a .piano, but nobody had the 
skills to play it. 

John: We were very well 
equipped; we had lasers, compu­
ters, squash and tennis courts, 
plenty of playing fields, a big pool, 
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a gym, musical equipment, a stu­
dent newspaper etc. 

Rhodeo: Was there any student 
representation at your school? 

Sandile: We have had to fight 
for the right to Student Repre­
sentative structures, but the auth­
orities attempted to pre-empt and 
control these structures by laying 
out constitutions for them. While 
students rejected this, the SRC's 
were still very restricted and SRC 
members would be interrogated · 
by police. 

John: There was an SRC at my 
school, but it was ineffectual and 
didn't involve itself in social issues 
- it just dealt with routine campus 

S7i~cEI 

matters. 

Rhodeo: How large were your 
classes and how q:ualified were 
your teachers? 

Sandile: There were approxi­
mately 40-45 students per class. 
Overall, there were about 20 tea­
chers to 500 students. We had 
some white teachers who had de­
grees - but in other township 
schools there are very few quali­
fied teachers. 

John: There were about 20-25 
students per class, but in spe: 
cialised classes there were as few 

_as 4 or 5. The minimum qualifica­
tion for teaching is a degree or 
teaching diploma at least. 
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Administration's lack of participation in Res or digs? 
Grahamstown's defiance march Below: Err:..Jty trolleys Below left: The squalid but merry underbelly of digs life. Bei<J 
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Above: Foward to a living wage-Rhodes workers protest against poverty wages at our esteemed liberal 
institution 

Above: The laid back semi-urban pace of GrahamstCJ 
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Below right: Life in res is so laid back, it's horizontal 

• 

·hamstown 

Below: Corobrick factory worker laying bricks 
days before being laid off 

Above: The 
out to play 

equa 
Action Committe's non-racial picnic, ~rt of the Open City Campaign 

Above: A respite from Grahamstown's 
extraordinary climate 
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during a Defiance Campaign Rally at the Rhodes Cha1 
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------~------------~----------~--EDITORIAL-----
Mandela-callingtbe J!Qt~ . fromhis prisonhouse 

1990 - exciting time to be at Rhodes 

The 1990's: decade of change, a time to be involved, an era of height­
ened awareness (political, environmental, international • in tune 
rather than spaced out). 

And where better place to start this decade than at Rhodes 
University? 

Of course, as you've no doubt been told; you're here 'to get an 
education • but getting an education can mean a lot of things. 
University could be your opportunity to learn about life, the 
universe and everything. · 

If you're going to make any impact on this de~ade, you're going 
to have to learn a lot about life. Like critical thought, this is not on 
the course syllabus for either Christian National Education or 
Bantu Education. 

So ~niversity is the perfect place for a perfect education, hey? 
Yes.and n

1
b. . . . 

While someumvers1ty courses teach people to think more than 
THEY [eds note: "THEY" are the currently very worried powers­
that-be]* ever intended you to think, many courses don't. 

And if you fall into the monotonous round of lectures • tea - lec­
tures - lunch - lectures - res room, punctuated by the odd piss-up 
and - for the daring - a joyride to Port Alfred, then you'll have only 
equipped yourself for the even more monotonous round of office -
lunch- office- pub\ home- Network (if it's stillaround). What a 
waste of the last decade of the millenium. · 

Take full advantage of the opportu~ities offered at varsity. You 
will experience more freedom in the next few years than you ever 
have - use it. · 

Use it to meet new people, to explore new ideas, even to experi­
ment with new lifestyles. 

There are numerous clubs and societies on campus which pro­
~ide a vehicle for this involvement. 

·You will also- no doubt- come across politics [ed's other note: 
that's what THEY would prefer everyone else to keep out of so 
THEY can carry on being the powers-that-be]**· Before you run a 
mile, remember that politics is about life, people and the power 
they wield over their own lives or the lives of others. If you're going 
to meet new people, explore new ideas or experiment with new life­
styles, you'll come across politics. 

Anyway,' to be equipped to handle the new decade in this country 
you can't afford to ignore politics. , 

Above all, university can be the place where you'll learn a hell of 
a lot more about your country and its people than you normally 
would, It is one of the few places in South Mrica where people of 
different racial and cultural backgrounds meet on anything like 
equal terms. 

This often leads to tensions and unhappiness - a legacy of a life­
time of apartheid seperation, but it can also mean a rare oppor­
tunity to start laying the seeds for a non-racial culture of the 
future, here at varsity. . 

Organisations like the National Union of South Mrican Stu­
dents (Nusas), the South Mrican National Students Congress (San­
sco) and the South Mrican Tertiary Institutions Sports Congress 
(Satisco) are places where you can get involved in challenging the 
status quo and actively build non-racialism. 

Whatever you do, don't listen to THEM [ed's final note: some 
old fuddy-duddies in the higher echelons of the university]***, be­
cause they'll tell you that university is an "ivory tower", somehow 
above the burly-burly of life, dedicated to discovering "the Truth" in 
splendid bookish isolation. You'll find that all South Mrica's hor-

ror and angst exists wherever South Mricans come together in 
numbers - but you'll also find plenty of chance to use your educa-
tion to start putting things right. · · 

Oh, one_ last tip: never be without your Rhodeo, the quintessen­
tial guide to life, the university and everything. 

*,**and***· If you wondered why there needs to be an "ed's 
note" in an editorial it's because Rhodeo is a democratic organisa­
tion and the editorial is workshopped collectively at 5:00 in the 
morning by whoever is left standing after everything else has been 
done. 
creditorial Nina shand 
Chris Letcher Rod Amner 
Bronwyn Roberts Pam Sykes 
Sascha Peters Andrew Dorer 
Janet Howse TJ Lemon 
Ibrahim Seedat David Niddrie 
Nicky Conningsby Don Pinnock 
Vanessa Barolsky Emma Durden 
Special Thanx to: Saspu . 
Richard Maguire Those we forgot to mention 

Kate-Shand 
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recent unbanning of the African 
National Congress, the South Af­
rican Communist Party and · 
other organisations is in no small 
way due to the world's most. ·. 
powerful political prisoner. 

The amount of power that · 
Nelson Mandela wields was high­
lighted by information obtained 
from reliable sources in J ohan-

. nesburg and Cape Town. 
According to these sources, 

the original version of last week's 
speech by FW de Klerk at the 
opening of Parliament was 
presented to Mandela for his en­
dorsement. Mandela rejected 
that version outright. 

FW de Klerk was sent scur­
rying to prepare another speech 
bearing in mind Mandela's argu­
ments for an immediate package 
deal and his insistence that the 
ANC and SACP should not be 
seen seperately when their on­
banning was being considered. 
The rest is history. 

Mandela has reversed,'his 
prisoner-captor role with stun­
ning effect - he has been calling 
the shots for at least the past 
year. The treatment accorded to 
him, his constant meetings with 
State Presidents, cabinet minis­
ters as well as his consultations 
with his own comrades, prove his 
centrality behind the scenes. For 
years an albatross around the 
government's neck he became 
crucial to them in prison. 

Yet Mandela could have set 
himself free a long time ago. 

He spurned offers in the 
1970's ofrelease on condition 
that he lived in the Transkei. In 
1985 PW Botha offered to re­
lease Mandela on condition that 
he renounced violence. Mande­
la in turn challenged Botha to re­
nounce apartheid violence and 
to unban the ANC. He said; "I 
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"I believe the · overwhelm­

ing majority of South Afri­

cans, black and white, hope 

to see the ANC and the gov­

ernment working closely 

together to lay the founda­

tions-for a new era in our 

untry, in which racial dis­

crimination and prejudice, 

coercion and confrontation, 

death and destruction will 

be forgotten." 

cherish my own freedom dearly 
but I care more for your free­
dom ... " 

Those words emphasise that 
Mandela's freedom is not his 
own, it is linked to the freedom 
Of the people he represents. He 
cannot negotiate "their freedom" 
as a captive. 

Letter to PW 
Mandela is a truly national 

leader. His years in isolation 
have placed him above any current 
rent fractionalism and he can 
claim to have support amongst 
the mass of Inkatha members 
and even amongst some Nationa­
list Party MP's. He is perhaps 
the one person who can inter­
vene. critcally to end the Natal vi­
olence. 

The bitter irony is that he has 
spent over a quarter of a century 
in jail for what the ANC has 
been asking for since its forma­
tion in 1912. His jailers now pro­
pound those very same 
negotiations as a major break­
through. 

The letter sent by Mandela to 
PW Botha last year revealed his 
concern at "the civil strife and 
ruin that the country was now 
sliding into ... and the spectre of a 
South Africa divided into hostile 
Black and White camps." 

Mandela urged Botha to 
negotiate with the ANC and ex­
plained why the ANC could not 
remove what Botha saw as ob­
stacles to a negotiated settle­
ment. These were that the ANC 
must renounce violence, break 
with the SACP and abandon the 
demand for majority rule - less 
than a year later the SACP is on­
banned, the violence pre-condi­
tion has been quietly dropped by 
th<- government and majority 
rule is essentially what they are 

prepared to discuss. 
Twenty eight.years earlier, in 

June 1961, Mandela wrote a simi­
lar letter to the then Prime Minis­
ter Hendrik Verwoerd saying: 
"There are two alternatives be­
fore you. Either you accede to 
our demands and ea1l a National 
Convention of all South Africans 
to dra'w up a del)'locratic constitu­
tion ... and you may still save your 
country from economic disloca­
tion and ruin from civil strife or 
you persist with your present 
policies which we shall never 
cease to fight against." 

11highly impertinent .. 
- Verwoerd 

Verwoerd told Parliament 
that he received "a highly imperti­
nent letter from someone called 
Nelson Mandela" to which he 
had no intentionof replying. 
Mandela together with the ANC 
had waited for a reply from DF 
Malan, JG Strijdom, HF Ver­
woerd, BJ Vorster and PW 
Botha. None was forthcoming 
but Mandela has outlived all his 
counterparts politically ... 

Now, Mandela has been able 
to dictate the conditions of his re­
lease to his captors and enters 
the 1990's probably with more le­
gitimacy, in global terms, than 
any other person alive. 

Yet he has stressed that he is 
no "one man saviour" and that he 
is part of and bound to the ANC. 
That is one reason why he re­
fused to be relased into a politi­
cal vaccuum in which the ANC 
and other organisations re­
mained banned. 

Mandela's release will signal 
the start of a process that will 
alter the shape of South Africa 
for ever - it will open a new chap­
ter in the rapidly increasing 
chronicle of change. 



~----EDITORIAL~---------------------------------
ANC unbanned * curbs lifted * seperate 
amenities abolished - legalising the reality 
Last Friday morning South Af. 
rican reality • as most people 
know it ·was turned upside 
down by FW De Klerk's an­
nouncement of the unbanning 
of the ANC and the SACP. A 
few hours later, the reality was 
brutally reasserted by baton 
wielding police who ploughed 
into an impromptu celebration 
by Wits students and workers 
in Braamfontein, hospitalising 
four. 

This act of swift retribution -
not the only one - served as a 
sobering reminder that the 
basic structures of apartheid re­
main in place, a somewhat al- . 
tered state of emergency is still · 
in force and the armed might 
that has defended apartheid in 
the face of bitter opposition is 
still ready and willing to play its 
role. .. 

Is the president a bold refor-
mer, moving ahead of recalci­
trant elements in his support 
base? Or has he simply re­
alised that some of the fierce 
pressure -from inside and out­
side the country - that built up 
during the repressive PW years­
had to be released in an at­
tempt to stem the tide that 
threatens to sweep white mi­
nority rule away for ever? 

De Klerk­
less finger wagging, 

··more smiles 
Certainly, De Klerk is a 

more sophisticated politician 
than his predecessors. There's 
a lot less of the petulant fmger 
wagging that characterised 
PW's reign; he is aware of the 
power of the media and is con­
sequently image cons~ious and 
publicly urbane; and his first 
months in power were charac­
terised by strategic decisions 
aimed at lessening the crises 
the government faced: cuts in 
governmr,nt spending, a highly 
publicised jaunt into Central 
Africa and t~e willingness to 
tolerate high profile protest 
which would present him imme- · 
diately as a riew, tolerant leader. 

But in the recent words of 
Peter Mokaba, president ofthe 
militant South African Youth 
Congress (Sayco), "De Klerk is 
still a member of the National 
Party government and he has 

· been an important one through 

all the repression. Even PW 
Botha promised reform when 
he came to power". 

Mokaba's response to Fri­
day's reforms (which included 
the unbanning of Sayco) is un­
certain - he was spending his 
sixth day back in detention. 

That his detention was in 
terms of Section 29 of !he Inter­
nal Security Act indicates how 
deeply the Nat's hold over for­
mal power remains entrenched. 
Even if FW had lifted every as­
pect of the emergency - which 
he did not do by a long shot -
Mokaba's incarceration would 
still have been valid in terms of 
the law. 

It is in this context that 
FW's speech must be viewed. 

A picture paints a 
thousand words 
The repression meted out to 

Wits students in Braamfontein 
can be read about in all its de­
tail for the first time in years. 
But in place of the newly lifted 
emergency media restrictions is 
a soon to. be formulated clause 

allowing for the prevention of 
the dissemination of visual 
cover~ge of unrest. 

Our media conscious presi­
dent is aware that a picture 
paints a thousand words - and 
how damaging pictures of viol­
ent state action against white 
students, for ex~ple, would be 
to his carefully constructed 
image. 

The ANC has demanded 
the freeing of the democratic 
proccess as one of the precur- . 
sors to negotiations - how free 
will they be to organise, canvass 
opinioii,~d lobby support if 
and when they return to the 
country? . 

It is precisely this mass · 
based, bottom up democratic 
tradition which De Klerk is 
trying to side-step with his re­
forms. If you have to accept 
the inevitability of change, then 
a negotiation table of various 
not -very-accountable notables 
discussing an agenda which the 
Nats have had a large say in for­
mUlating is far more palatable. 

De Klerk's speech was, in 
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ft.e ANC and the. SA go~~~~merit · - has the long 
haul to negotiation begun? 

part, to prepare the way for the 
Nats' version of a negotiated 
settlement and undermine the 
ANC's moral highground. 

De Klerk, in revealing that 
he planned to introduce a bill of 
rights- and to set up a law com­
mission to draft a "democratic" 
constitution, was making it 
clear that the government was 
determined to unilaterally 
defme the agenda even on such 
far-reachin:g matters of prin­
ciple as a future constitution. 

To the outside world, sweet 
words about a commitment to 
drafting a democratic constitu­
tion must have been pleasing, 
but they are unlikely to have im­
pressed the AN C. 

De Klerk's plans about bills 
of rights and democratic con­
stitutions are also responses to 
the ANC's Constitutional Gui­
delines, which have up to now 
set the framework for debate 
around the future. De Klerk's 
strategies, in the main, are ulti­
mately defensive responses to 
the initiatives of the ANC and 
the Mass Democratic Move­
ment. 

Legalising the reality 
Just about every reform an­

nounced will be claimed as vic­
tories by the MDM and the 
ANC and its foreign suppor­
ters. The president's words 
were an ackriowledgement of' . 
lhe reality facing his govern­
ment - last Friday De Klerk 
legalised what was already the 
de facto reality: 

* The unbanning of the 
UDF and other organisations 
restricted in 1988 comes after 
the UDF had openly revived its 
structures and begun operating 
an office again, after Sansco 
:rnd the NECC had held na­
tional congresses and after 
most of the others had declared 
themselves unbanned; 

* The promise to repeal the 
Seperate Ameneties Act comes 
after the Defiance Campaign 
kicked off with a concerted 
practical rejection of seperate 
facilities such as hospitals and 
sWimming pools; 

* The lifting of restrictions 
placed on fonp.er detainees sim­
ply legalised a situation where 
hundreds were ignoring their 
restriction orders; 

* The emergency media 

regulations have been lifted 
after most newspapers with any 
desire to report accurately 
were breakipg them in part or 
finding loopholes. 

* The unbanning of the 
ANC and the release of politi­
cal prisoners has been a de­
mand that has accompanied 
every urban protest, w01:k stop­
page and rural revolt in the last 
ten years; 

* Even the surprise unban­
ning of the Communist Party 
might not have caught everyone 
off gaurd - Mandela for one has 
been insisting that if the ANC 
is unbanned, the SACP should 
be part of the package deal. 

Tradition of 
democracy 

By sweeping away unpopu­
lar laws already made unwork­
able, the president was 
acknowledging the power of 
mass based democratic organi­
sations which involve the ma­
jority of the people in 
practically opposing apartheid 
and struggling to implement 
their vision of the future. 

This tradition of mass par­
ticpatory democracy survived 
the repression of over three 
years of states of emergency, 
was given fresh hope by the 
hunger str·ike, was rekindled in 
action by the ongoing defiance 
campaign and began to win 

~ .. over" iieuirafgroupmgS tlirough .. --­
the Coiiference for ·a Demo-
cratic Future in December. It 
ensured the state remained on 

. the defensive. 
Early signs of response by 

the ANC to De Klerk's speech 
is that they won't be wooed into 
giving up on the pressure that 
has forced changes out of the 
government, be it in the sphere 
of i.Q.ternational diplomacy or 
encouraging popular defiance 
in the country. 
· The unbanning of the ANC 

and SACP was partly in re­
sponse to political pressure, 
partly to gain international ap­
proval and p<~.rtly to throw 
those organis~tions off balance 
and seize the political initiative. 

One thing seems certain 
however: the flood gates have · 
opened and the process to­
wards a far deeper change than 
anyone envisaged just a couple 
of years ago has begun. 

SRC president comments on un- banning 
Rhodeo spoke to SRC presi­

dent, Rod Dixon, for his opi­
nions on the unbanning of the 
African National Congr;ess and 
other reforms announced by 
FW De Klerk in his speech at 
the opening of parliament last 
Friday. 

FW de Klerk's an­
nouncements during the open­
ing of parliament are significant 
in that they indicate a new re­
sponse to the crises that the Na­
tional Party faces - a response -

in stark contrast to their' tradi- tives has been repressive and being the various statutes that elude racism and hatred, the 
tiona! policy which has crimi- brutal. enforce segregation and in- education crisis, the housing 
nalised and attempted to The efforts and sacrifices o{ equality, such as the Group shortage and economic depriva-
silence all opposition to apart- the people of South Africa in Areas Act and the Population tion. 
heid. challenging these actions and .Registration Act, and those 

Throughout their history, 
the N ats have systematically 
aimed to divide and control 
South Africans in order to 
maintain power and privilege 
for a select few. The Nats' re­
sponse to organisations which 
have attempted to expose its 
true colours and call for non­
racial and democratic alterna-

asserting the legitimacy of that legalise the repression of 
banned and restricted organisa- opposition forces, such as the 
tions, has indeed borne fruit. Internal Security Act and the 
We should not forget thevalu- Emergency Regulations. These 
able role that students specifi- statutes still have a profound af-
cally have played in this regard. feet on the daily lives of South 

Many major tasks and chal- Africans. 
lenges still lie ahead. Apart- The effects of this system 
heid must be dismantled in all. must also be urgently and sin-
its forms - the most important cerely addressed. These in-

RHODEO FEBRUARY!~ 

Now, more than ever be­
fore, we all need to consider a 
non-racial, democratic future 
and the path we need to follow 
to reach this point. Our invol­
vement in this process is vitally 
important for it is only through 
participation that we can con­
tribute to shaping a future that 
will address the needs of all 
South Africans. 

Page 11 



Wi?Jt&:a&saaua: SOCIETIES--------..... ---------------

Put yourself • 1n 
APPS-
ASSOCIATION OF PRO­

GRESSIVE PHARMACY STU­
DENTS AND HEALTH 
WORKERS 
Progressive health workers, na­
tionally, have constituted them­
selves into organisations to expose 
the inadequacies of health care 
under apartheid. Iri March 1989 
we have seen the launching of 
SAHWCO (South African Health 
Workers Congress), formed in 
order to unite a nuniber of health 
worker organisations, and as such 
attain greater unity in that part of 
the health sector that is involved in 
the struggle for better health. 

The formation of APPS, as with 
other progressive health worker 
bodies, was not accidental, but oc­
curred as a direct result of the 
socio-political conditions prevail­
ing in South Africa. This is so be­
cause hea lth c;are does not 
operate in a vacuum, but rather 
reproduces the features of the so­
ciety in which it exists. Racial op­
pr ession and economic 
exploitation is the greatest con­
tributor to the growth of disease in 
South Africa. 

The truth of the matter is that at 
the present time, South African 
health services remain controlled 
and dominated by Whites and 
deeply permeated by apartheid. 
The majority of the people are 
shut off'from any real part in the 
political decisions shaping health 
care in our country, and cannot 
take part in the decisions about 
the distribution of health resour­
ces, or the design, development 
and future direction of health ser­
vices. The achievement of ade­
quate health services available to 
all South Africans, irrespective of 
class or colour, will never be re­
alised until apartheid is destroyed. 
In its place must come a new social 
order, to provide full employment, 
free and compulsory education, 
decent housing and recreational 

· facilities, decent living wages and 
a free, readily available and ac­
cessible health service. 

The struggle for better health 
should therefore not be contained 
to matters of health but more im-

portantly, a struggle for democ­
racy and equality. The struggle 
for better health in the South Af­
rican context is therefore an im­
portant part of the broader 
socio-economic and political 
struggle, and is of necessity a 
tributary of the National Demo­
cratic Struggle to transform our 
society into one free from exploi­
tation and oppression. 

In this light APPS sees the need 
to expose the inadequacies of the 
present health system and higlight 
the effect and consequences of 
apartheid on health care. 

The primary role of APPS at 
present is to educate students, and 
to create an awareness of the pres­
ent socio-political conditions 
which is the cause of ill-health in 
South Africa. We further resolve 
to pledge our support to all other 
progressive health worker organi­
sations such as SAHWCO and 
progressive communicty organi­
sations, and to become actively in­
volved in any projects or 
campaigns undertaken by such or­
ganisations. 

The a1ms and objectives i~­
clude: 

* to engage in the attainment of 
a non-racial, non-sexist demo-. 
cratic South Africa in which the 
highest possible level of health 
care for all people can be attained. 

* to create the awareness of the 
role that socio-economic factors 
play in health and health care. 

* to emphasize the preventa­
tive and curative health services. · 

* to actively develop com-
munity and worker participation 
in all matters of health. 

* to attain the higest possible 
level of health for all the people in 
South Africa. 

We hope to highlight these is­
sues during the course of the year 
by: 

* distribution of media 
· * exhibition of display boards 
* workshops 

'IN'
I~ at 59 New Street 

"' tel: 26455 

for STUDENT SPECIALS 

* "Student's Steaks" - R995 
*Tiny's "10" Club 

(your lOth meal free) 
* Vegetarian and Weigh-less Meals! 
* Beer Garden · 

Beer Fest: Sat. lOth Feb 
Midday- 6pm 

Open Daily - U -:.t.JOpm! 
6pm - late! 

WELCOME TO YOU ALL - CALL IN!! 
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* hosting a health week 
* talks by guest speakers from 

progressive health organisations 

AA resource centre has been set 
up which contains an invaluable 
collection of readings covering a 
wide range of topics. The society 
als9 subscribes to numerous pub­
lications such as Weekly Mail, 
New Nation, W.l.P, Critical 
Health, Learn and Teach, etc. 
These publications are available 
to any member or interested 
people. 

The society is NOT ONLY 
open to Pharmacy students, but to 
students in any faculty interested 
in the eradication of apartheid, 
and the ideal of non- racial demo­
cratic South Africa in which the 
highest level of health can be 
achieved. 

This ideal will not be achieved 
unless we all stand together and 
work towards it Much work will 
have to be done to fight the pres­
ent system of injustice and ill­
health in South Africa. We 
therefore look forward to seeing 
you share your ideas and taking an 
active part in the society. 

FORWARD TO HEALTH IN 
THE HANDS OF THE 
PEOPLE 

RHODES COUNSELLING ' . 
CENTRE 
The Counselling Centre is in its 
fourth year of operation! Since 
1987 trained student cousellors 
have offered a free and confiden­
tial counselling service to all 
Rhodes Students . . In 1990 we aim 
to build on our past experience so 
that we provide an improved ser­
vice which fulfills the needs of the 
student. We believe that our role 
remains an essential one : to offer 
counselling aimed at enabling stu­
dents to work through their own 
problems and continue to cope. 
If you have not yet needed us, 
Good! If you have not yet tried 
us (but think we could help), try 
us. Nothing is too big or . too 
small. We exist for you- students 
for students - you may find we can 
offer that little bit of help you've 
been looking for. 

Pop 'in or telephone 26587. 
THE STUDENTS' UNION : 

ROOM B22 : EVERY EVE­
NING9-11 

The Counselling Centre will be 
running AN INTERPERSONAL 
SKILLS TRAINING and 
COUNSELLING COURSE 
again this year. It will run every 
THURSDAY EVENING for the 
Ist Term only. If you are inter­
ested contact the Student Advi­
sor's Office before February 22 as 
there is a limit to the number of 
people accepted. 

RHODEO FEBRUARY!~ 

a soc 
RUSCO: 

A pracitical dimension has been 
added to Rag in the form of 
RUSCO: The Rhodes University 
Student Community Organisa­
tion. There is a real need for in­
volvement in the underprivileged 
sectors of our commun; 
R USCO is the means by which 
students can play an active role by 
participating and sharing their 
various skills. The role of 
RUSCO is not to create depend­
ency, it is in line with the principle 
of "community empowerment" 
which is to help those less. fortu­
nate to help themselves. 

RUSCO aims to co-ordinate 
and direct, with assistance from 
established welfare bodies, a com­
prehensive student based welfare 
service within the Grahamstown 
area. Wider student participa­
tion in the development and pro­
motion of welfare, cultural and 
educational activities is encour­
aged and facilitated by RUSCO. 

A Service Centre for the benefit 
of the elderly is in the process of 
·being established in the Coloured 
Community. RUSCO has been 
involved in this project from the 
beginning, and the plan is to in­
volve students actively by provid­
ing recreational · and basic need 
services. Projects continuing 
from 1989 are recreational group­
work with children in Settlers 
Hospital as well as visits to . the 
elderly in hospital. Assisting with 
the sewing and leatherwork pro­
jects at the GADRA Centre will 
also be continued in 1990. 

New projects for 1990 include 
coaching sport at local less pri-

. viledged schools, workshops with 
unemployed mothers, being in­
volved in a soup kitchen and tak­
ing children. on outings to the 
Botanical Gardens. 

R USCO is dependent on stu­
dent involvement without which 
none of these projects will be 
able to be fully realised. 

AIESEC 

Are you level-headed, intelligent, 
motivated, ambitious and a fun­
loving person, ready to make an 
impact on the business world? If 
so, you should join AIESEC. 

AIESEC is an international or­
ganisation for students interested 
in economics and the manage­
ment process. Students wanting 
to give themselves the competitive · 
edge must take advantage of the 
t>.xposure to top businessmen and 
the working environment. 

Also put yourself in line for the 
the -overseas exchange pro­
gramme and the Vacation Em­
ployment Scheme. 

AIESEC offers you practical 
talks by members of the business 
community, skills workshops, 
study-tours, as well as the photo­
scheme and discount card giving 
you the advantage over others. 

Join AIESEC, make a dif­
ference today. 

For further information contact 
the AIESEC Office next to Kaif. 

WINE TASTING SOCIETY­
Welcome to Rhodes University. 
We would also like to welcome 
you to the Rhodes Wine Tasting 
Society. 

Our society comprises a group 
of ~e lovers from the Rhodes 
community. 

Our primary, function is to pro­
vide an informal forum to further 
your knowledge about wine. We 
are dedicated to acquinting flrst 
timers to the wine fraternity. 
However, we amply cater for more 
specialist needs. 

As regular winner of both re­
gional and national intervarsity 
wine tasting competitions, and 
having amongst our members fi­
nalists and even the runner up in 
the National Zonnebloem Wine 
Taster of the Year competition, 
we have an element in our society 
that takes competitive wine tasting 
seriously 

We host regular courses in con­
junction with the Cape Wine 
Academy, introducting wine and 
wine tasting, as well as preparing 
our advanced members for inter­
nationally aceptable eonology 
(wine science) qualifications. 

You are invited to an introduc­
tory wine tasting at the Grand 
Hotel at 7.30 p.m. Tuesday 20 Fe­
bruary 1990. 

The Grand is situated at the bot­
tom of High Street beyond theCa­
thedral. Since this is open to all, 
with no c~mmittment to join the 
society, it will cost R2.50 per per­
son. You may join either at one 
of our tastings(including the in­
troductory one) or at Societies 
Evening when we will be available 
to answer any questions. 

Since we taste off campus, we 
dress smart casually, and require 
decent behaviour. Alcohol abuse 
is especially discouraged amongst 
our members. 
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HELLENIC STUDENTS AS­
SOCIATION 
On behalf of the HSA, we wel­
come you to university. No doubt 
for many of you this is a time of 
disorientation, rather than orien­
tation, so the HSA would like to 
help you find your footing in a 

· society which boasts the biggest 
social raves on campus. The 
HSA strives to maintain Greek 
awareness and a feeling of unity 
among Greek and non-Greek 
members alike. 

We are proud to say that last 
year kept up with the great Greek 
tradition of celebrating and socia­
lising. The year began with a wel­
coming disco party and was 
shortly followed by a succession of 
'Ouzo' parties at the Goodwood, 
where free ouzo and traditional 
Greek snacks proved to be ex­
ceedingly popular. 

The Greek Easter weekend was 
spent in East London and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. A 
journey to Sun City later in the 
year was a resounding success 
where all enjoyed a few days riding 
horses, ten-pin bowling- and what 
Greeks like to do the most -
Gamble! The highlight of the 
year was undoubtedly the Greek 
Ball, "Night Of The Gods" which 
was held at the Monument. A 
"Night Of The Gods" it was, where 
both ladies and gents looked like 
gods and goddesses in a surround- · 
ing decor fitting for the occasion. 

The committee wishes you to 
join what is possibly the most fas­
. cinating society on campus, in the 
quest of maintaining Greek be­
liefs, traditions and most import­
antly, Greek raves. 

Best wishes to all the new stu­
. dents · 

HSA Committee. 

ANGLICAN SOCIETY 
The Rhodes Anglican Society is a 
community which strives to build 
up its numbers spiritually in.order 
to ·prepare them for the many 
challenges facing them. We wor­
ship together every Wednesday 
evening at 3A Rhodes Avenue 
(above Hobson House) which is 
also the ·residence of our Cha­
plain, Fr. Ebenezer Ntlanli. 

Our theme for this year is: 
ANGLICANS FOR A NEW 
SOUTH AFRICA 
BUILDING A COMMUNITY 
OF HOPE 

This theme will run through our 
worship throughout the year. 
Our worship takes many varied 
forms, ideas for which come from 
members mainly. The traditional 

Eucharist is also celebr~ted regu­
.larly. Many members also attend 
services in the Cathedral and act 
as servers, readers and sidesmen 
regularly. We regard this link 
with the Catherdral as very im­
. portant as it provides us with the 
opportunity to serve Jhe Lord in a 
wider community. 

Other activities in which mem­
bers are involved in are running a 
soup kitchen on Fridays at Sun 
City and supporting an orphanage 
and Chilrch school with donations 
and manual labour. 

Ansoc is affiliated to the Angli­
can Students Federation which is 
made up of 

Ansocs all over South African at 
tertiary institutions. · This is a na­
tional, non-racial Christian Body 
which provides the opportunity 
for fellowship with those from 
other cultures at annual conferen­
ces. 

We regularly attend meetings of 
other Christian Societies on cam­
pus and org~se a Passover Meal 

· together with Cathsoc every year. 
These links make for more effec­
tive witness as parts of one Body 
on the campus. 

A meeting is planned for ealy in 
the year, at which our Bishop, 
David Russel, will be the main 
speaker. He will be addressing 
Anglic;fus on campus and others 
interested. 

Campu~ braais and other social 
events are in the pipeline for the 
rest of the year. For futher infor- . 
mation contact our Chaplain or 
any of the executive members you 
will meet during Orientation 
Week at our display table. 

In all we do, we aim to be firmly 
rooted in faith, love and hope and 
commit all oUr plans to the Al­
mighty Father. 

METIJSOC 
Methsoc is a Christian society on 
campus. The name stands for 
Methodist Society, but we are in­
terdenominational, and in fact, 
have more members from other 
denominations than from the 
Methodist Church itself. Get­
togethers are held on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.00 p.m. in the Meth­
soc Hut at 5 Gilbert Street. This 
is a time of fellowship, but also of 
growth where a speaker may be 
arranged to speak about a specific 
aspect of our Christain lives. The 
talks are run in accordance with a 
planned theme for the year. Fun 
evenings are also arranged which 
add variation to our programme. 

Methsoc also · arranges prayer 
groups and res fellowships for 
those that are keen to maintain 
Christian-vitality and activity dur­
ing the week. Besides this, Meth­
soc has been extending it's 
activities beyond campus grounds 
in the areas of social and spiritual 
welfare. This provides those who 

sock • tn it 
are willing an opportunity to 
become involved in the com­
munity at large, and proves to be 
quite a challenge. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
Methsoc is made of friendships. 
the kind of frienships . which are 
supportive to the everyday situ­
ations we face here at Rhodes, and 
of course, the kind of friendships 
which help us to grow in our Lord. 
And friendship means that we're 
here for you too! Look out for us 
during Orientation Week. We 
will be organising various acti­
vities and hope you'll join us as you 
start your integration into 'varsity 
life. 

Please feel free to contact one of 
us personally if you would like to 
chat and find our more about 
Methsoc, or about any other as­
pect of life on campus. 

Otto Kritzinger (Chairman) -
Cullen Bowles House 

Mike Bullick (Vice Chairman_-
Oakdene House · 

MSA-
MUSLIM STUDENTS ASSO­

CIATION 
In the Name Of Allah, The Benefi­
cient, Most Merciful 

The MSA represents all Mus­
lims in Grahamstown. As an Is­
lamic organisation we are 
attempting to relate ISLAM to 
contemporary society and give 
practical expression to our under­
standing of Islam and its implica­
tions for us living in South Africa 
and intert}ationally as well. 

ISLAM . which is based on the 
oneness of ALLAH (GOD) is the 
foundation of our belief. It af­
frrms that ALLAH and ALLAH 
alone is our, CREATOR, .Sus­
tamer, Guide and Lord; that He 
has no partners; that His Will and 
Authority is Supreme and encom­
passes the entire universe; and He 
is the LAW Giver and to Him we 
must submit and surrender. 

Oneness of Allah (God) and its 
corollary is the unity of His cre­
ation. It leads to the establisment 
of relationships between human 
beings on the basis of equality. It 
integrates man and nature, which 
complement each other in Allah's 
scheme of creation. Oneness of 
ALLAH also means the unity of 
life which leads to the elimination 
of all distinctions between the 
spiritual and physical, the relig­
ious and the secular. Under this 
concept the whole fabric of life is 
governed by one law and the goal · 
of the believers becomes the reali~ 
sation of the Divine will. 
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Throughout history prophets 
w~re went to people. Their role 
was\ to establish T A WHID i.e. to 
establish a society based on 
ALLAH'S (GODS'S) law. They 
werve as a source of guidance to 
us ili our personal lives, in our 
movement and in society. 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on 
him) was the fmal prophet. 

Man, as ALLAH'S VICEGER­
ENT, has a pivotal ,role to play in 
this world. Islam prepares him 
well for this role and provides him 
with guiqance for the develop­
ment of his character and for the 
establiShment of a just society. 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF 

THEMSA: 
1: TO PRACTICE ISLAM IN 

IT'S TOTALITY i.e. all aspects of 
life be it spiritual, social, economi­
cal and political. 

2: To educate all students 
about ISLAM. 

3: To uplift muslims and en­
courage them to maintain their Is­
lamic identity. 

4: To struggle for a just society 
free from economic, social and 
political exploitation. 

5: To undertake a programme 
of action based on QURAAN and 
the lifestyle of PROPHET MU­
HAMMED (peace be on him) to 
retain human dignity, morality, 
brotherhood and· justice by up­
holding the sovereignty of 
ALLAH, most High. 

For further information contact 
the MUSLIM STUDENTS' AS­
SOCIATION or: 

Mohamed Arief Osman - Jan 
Smuts House 

. Hasina Kathrada - Hobs.on 
House 

RHODES FELLOWSHIP SO­
CIETY 
Basically we are a society which 
emphasises living according to 
the word of God and preaching 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to other 
people around us. Although we 
have specifically concentrated 
amongst black students, all stu­
dent are welcome to join us. 

Aims and Activities: 
Fellowship: · We want to create 

a strong fellowship bond among 
ourselves so that we can be able 
to encourage and stregthen one 
another as recorded in the bible. 

Educate: We want to educate 
our people concerning their rights 
in the Lord. This is in relation to 
spiritual awareness about what 
the Lord has done for us. 

Socially we desire that our mem­
bers should be aware of the injus­
tices prevailing in our country and 
that they should be counted 
amongst those who have resisted 
such injustices. But all these is­
sues should be addressed accord­
ing to the Word of God. 

We also want to prepare our 
members to be involved in their 
communities when they leave 
University. We give them skills 
that we believe would be of help to 
their churches and communities. 
This we do through various de­
partments that we have· and we 
still plan to have more media; 
music etc . . 

Our Motto: Let your light so 
s . . e lJefore::men that. ~hey . may--
see your good works and glorify 
the Father In Heaven. 
. We meet on Fridays and Sun­
days at 19h00 in the RA Room. 

. Women from all walks 
of life ... 

... should be 'able to en} oy 
t . 

all the walks of life 
•.• BUT CAN'T. 

C a mpus Security wil l walk 
y o u a r o u n d c a m p u s , t o ~-l e w 
a nc Afri ca n str ee t s and the 
Mo nument. 

Phon e 29 74 6 
half an hour 
you want to 

DON'T WALK 

o r 22023 
h .e f o r e 

leave. 

·ALONE! 
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------cULTURE----------~------------~-----------
The doors of learning and 
culture shall be opened 

".!partheid ~as closed our 
socie and 1~tifleditsvoice." 

"The doors of learning and culture shall be opened", says 
the Freedom Charter. But what is this culture the Charter 
talks about? 

Culture is more than just a night out at the theatre or the 
tinklings of a grand piano, it is a way of life - a description of 
human behaviour. A toyi- toyi or a free-for-all jam on cheap 
saxophones in the Western Cape comes closer to a suitable 
definition. ' 

We have two broad cultures in South Africa. One is the . 
apartheid culture which the state has spent many years trying 
to build, a culture that depends on segregation, separate and 
unequal education, the SABC and other media geared for the 
state. It moulds all our perceptions of society and reinforces 
the laws which are maintained by apartheid. Apartheid cul­
ture also defines culture in a narrow and specific way:"Cul­
ture" is elite and requires the participation only of a few 
"talented" individuals. · 

Non-racial culture, which the Freedom Charter talks 
about, challenges the dominant apartheid culture and offers 
an alternative. It is also a culture growing fast in our country. 

It is a liberation culture which aims to project the reality of 
a future society: a democratic society free from sexism and 
racism. It is a culture which is accessible to everyone and · 
allows the maximum number of people to participate. 

The "people's poet", Mzwakhe Mbuli (who performed on 
campus last year) says that art and culture is the best medium 
to unite people. Another function of this culture, he says, is 
to educate people. 

"Culture must be a weapon to raise the awareness of the 
people about their living conditions, the reasons for their suf­
fering. It should encourage the interchange of ideas, to mix 
with peQple of other lands." 

Johnny Clegg describes this liberation culture as a "broad 
progressive arts culture where people are not aligned to any 
political movement, but to a struggle for what is democratic." 

On of the ANC's most influential intellectuals, Albie 
Sachs, has recently presented a paper on how liberation cul­
ture should be seen by the Democratic Movement. 

"Apartheid has closed our society, stifled its voice, 
prevented the people from speaking and it is the duty of 
democratic organisations to be harbingers of freedom of con­
science, debate and opinion," he says. 

I 

Mzwakhe in the Great Hall 
"Culture must be a weapon" 

Bayete, forwarding progressive culture at 
a concert in Grahamstown's Monument theatre 
last year 

It is not always easy to fulfil this role; Sachs goes on to say 
that the range of themes in art and literature coming out of 
the democratic movement has in the past been "narrowed 
down so much that all that is funny or curious or genuinely 
tragic in the wodd is excluded. 

lah Ibrahim, for example "there is an ecstasy and sadness; a 
cop-free world in which the emergent personality of our 
people manifests·itself ... It bypasses, overirhelms, ignores 
apartheid, establishes its own space." 

"Our artists are not pushed enough to improve the quality As students we have the space to become involved in build-
of their work, it is enough that it be politically correct. The ing this non-racial culture. We are free from the rigidity of 
more fists and spears and guns, the petter." apartheid education and thete are non-racial structures on ~-

This is not universally the case, however. In .music, Sachs campus for us to work in. Getting involved in the non-racial 
says, there is a culture emerging with a real character and dy- sports body Satisco, for instance, is advancing non-racial cul­
namic of its own. In the music of Miriam Makeba or Abdul- ture. 

A ·drunkard's guide to local drinking holes 
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a contortionist to pull off certain shots. Nevertheless the pool 
The Albert -For those students who pre r a quieter · room is always full of hustlers, the odd obnoxious drunk and 

(and can afford it) this is the place. FurnisHed with cot- students preparing for the. auditions of The Colour of Money 
furniture and old movie chairs (difficult to negotiate 11. A warning to women - don't brave the bar u~ess you have 
a long hard night. }The Albert has 'a frre-place for a pool cue in your hand and you are related to Srr Lancelot; 

winter and a swimming-pool for summer. Try it at lunch-time you will no doubt be propositioned by one of the local lechers. 
for a pub-lunch and a swim. The Grand _ should be visited by those connoiseurs 

The Vic -And now for something totally different. If amongst you as it has the largest wine cellar inth~.south.ern 
music videos, treading on broken beer bottles and dancing ori hemisphere. Take along someone who you are dymg to rm­
tables is your idea of a good time, trythe Hotel Victoria. press with your knowledge of the grape. Just b.e careful not to 
(Bearing in mind your drinking partner will probably tum out imbibe the wine through your nose as you adm1re the bouquet 
to be an off-duty policeman.) A standard frrst-year jol which _it's bound to put a dampener on the romance. · 
will soon grow boring and you will no doubt move. onto bigger Settlers Motel _only for those with transport. It is 
and better things like... the standard pub, with dartboard. Great if you want to drink 

The Cathcart Arms -wl)ioh is frequented by away from familiar faces but you have to be able to put up 
veteran drinkers. This small pub only boasts a handful of stu- with the appalling R.A.F. World War II art on the walls. Oh 
dents at any given time. It is a regular venue for that one yes, they also don't take kindly to people sitting on the floor 
quiet drink or two or three... by the fire-place as it is "supposed to be a larney place". 

The Goodwood- is not good for much besides its The Union -a good old, faithful bar on campus for 
pool tables which are so awkwardly placed that one has to be those of you in residence, the drinks are dirt cheap and it . 

EIR01Bl opens at 5, with amazing sunset views from its balc~ny. It 1s 
also open over lunch for old soaks that can't make 1t through 
the day and yo'fl can catch a hockey-match or r~gb~ game .on . 
the weekend, over a beer. Do not go to the Umon if you hke · 
a little ambience with your hooch as the atmosphere here 
bears a striking resemblence to an airport waiting lounge. 



---------~-------~ .... SPORT---
THE SCORES of shoes that 

were left on the road fronting the 
international arrivals terminal 

Rebelswit.houtacause ·Sport in Brief 

outside Jan Smuts Airport were were the poor people the tour was 
not "imported leather jobs". The meant to help. Watching them 
shoes had been discarded in the shiver in the cold wind made me 
frenzied rush to escape police- realise that the rebel route only 
dogs and teargas fumes. They catered for a priveleged few in this 
were mostly old, tattered and country. 
torn, probably the only shoes their A 'comrade' explained: " This 
fleeing owners possessed. rebel tour is grossly insensitive, it 

A few days later about a hun- retards· our struggle for the right 
dred students and workers held a to live a decent life. How would 
placard demo against the r~bel the British have felt if we had sent 
English cricket tour at the Sand- our cricketers over there whilst 
ton Sun. A hotel guest disap- London was being bombed by 
proved of the protest and Hitler's Germany. 
displayed his own placard from an Tour supremo Dr Ali Bacher 
upper floor window- it said "Gat- hoped this tour would go the way 
ting we love you". Then again of the previous six he had or-
most of the anti-tour protestors, ganised - with the minimum of 
nearly all township blacks, fuss. Yet he has come in for quite 
couldn't afford a night at the a shock- in fact the political price 
Sandton Sun. of the tour has escalated to the 

The above incidents reflect the extent were is isn't seen to be 
intense politicisation of the tour. worth it even by the Nationalist 
Rebel captain Gatting retorted: Government. 
"I'm here to play cric~et and talk The National Sports 
about cricket, if you want to talk 
politics then talk to the politi- Congress 
cians." But as protests against the There are two main reasons 
tour have proven, it is just not why the present episode in the 
solely about cricket. It is about rebel saga is more significant than 
the struggle of the majority of its predecessors. Firstly, with the 
South Africans who do not have advent of the MDM aligned Na-
proper clothing, food or shelter in tionalSports Congress (NSC) has 
a 'land of plenty' that can afford come a call to all sports adminis-
rebel tours. trators to abandon rebel tours and 

The bitter irony of a the· tour to begin negotiations with non-
was that it was supposed to help racial sports bodies. These nego-
develop cricket in the townships tiations would ultimately lead to 
yet scenes reminiscent of 1986 re- the formation of single, non-
played themselves. The burning racial sports bodies in all the 

b 
codes. 

tyre arricades, exploding teargas 
· . . · U:eeth~-"">r.< .... T•··'he challenge ~ sports 

ties between youth and police that r P 0 t tsuhtte 
occurred in the townships of racist sport and the benefit is m-
Bloemfontein during the rebel's ternational recognition. The Su-
visit there were real. So real in preme Council of Sport in Africa 
fact that nearly 100 people were (SCSA) ha~ stated that they would 
admitted to hospital as a result. recognise truly non-racial sports 

A week earlier, I waited at the federations from South Africa. 
Emdeni Bus Terminus in Soweto The pathway to international 
in the chilly midnight breeze with competiton has never before been 
about 50 Soweto Youth Congress as accessible as it is now. All that 
(Soyco) members. They were the NSC requires is an undertak-
hoping to get to Kimberley to pro- ing not to host rebel tours and a 
test at the first match of the tour. committment to non-racialism. 

The second reason is Bacher's 
None of them possessed a decent township coaching scheme. He 
jacket to keel? them warm. These used the limited scheme to try and 

Celebrate your years at 
Rhodes with the ... 

f braJ!e.Vine ~) 
..... ----.bottle store _ __,_ 

51 High Street Grahamstown 

Where you call the. shots and we pour them 
· Stockists of: 

Imported. ~d local liquers, Beers, Wines, Spirits, 
Bar reqlilSttes ... 
Suppliers free of: 
Glasses, Ice, Bar· Requisites 
Also available: 
Marquis, Chairs, Tables ... 

So call the Vine' at 22385, 223344 
23980, 26147 A/H 

BECAUSE .•. 

What we don't have Is not 
worth having 

. Mr Gatting, why do you have to be p~id 

. t' I 

justify a rebel tour. The NSC 
noted the initiative but added that 
a rebel tour was "the diametric 
opposite" of the coaching scheme 

Tour denounced in 
unexpected quarters 
The coaching scheme was sub- · 

sequently kicked out of Atteridge­
ville and Alexandra and the NSC 
consulte-d witln:he sponsors, Ba= 
kers Ltd who agreed ~o redirect 
the money into an alternative 
scheme. 

The rebel tour has been de­
nounced by all and sundry from 
unexpected quarters like 
Thatcher's government in Lon­
don and the government linked 
South African National Olympic 
Committee (Sanoc) to the South 
African Road Runners Associ­
ation (Sarra) nothwithstanding 
the millions · linked to the pro­
gressive movements inside the 
country. 

to see apartheid? 

Nationalist Party members are 
said to be seriously considering 
abandoning the tour and they ad­
mitted that the tour's cancellation 
would be "a tremendous gesture 
of goodwill". . 

Kirsten unsure 
Even Southern Suns, where the 

rebels reside when not ducking 
--dem-onstrators- or b-ouncers-,-~ 
agreed that the tour was" tainted 
with a degree of immorality". 
Peter Kirsten expressed his hap­
piness if the tour did not occur 
and players like Kepler W esse Is 
felt that they were not sure the 
tour was going ahead for the right 
reasons. 

It is noted that former North­
em Transvaal cricket boss, Dr 
Willie Basson admitted that sport 
in South Africa was still "riddled 
with apartheid" but expressed op­
timism that for the first time sport 

in South Africa was being forced 

eRHODES' SPRINGBOK 
biathlete and sports~omen 
of 1989, Noo Scales recent­
ly won a half marathon in 
Pietermaritzburg. Her 
time of 87 minutes for what 
was only a training run beat 
her previous best by three 
minutes. She was also 
placed in the top ten at 
SAU's ten kilometre cham­
pionships. Scales is pre­
paring for the South 
African Biathlon Cham­
pionships to be held in 
March . 

eA CALL has been made to 
all aerobics fanatics, fundis 
and even sceptics- aerobis­
cising starts on Thursday 
February 9 at 5:15pm in 
Gym A in Alec Mullins 
Annex. The Aerobics Club 
was Rhodes' most popular 
sports club last year and 
they hope to continue the 
trend into the 1990's. 

eTHERE HAVE been some 
staff changes made to the 
sports adminstration. 

·· John Donald is Head of 
Sports Administration, 
Paul Davies becomes the 
new Sports Officer and 
Doug Coghlan who recent­
ly retired from the Human 
Movement Studies De­
partment is the Assistant 
Sports Officer. The sports 
Administration is located 
in the Old Mutual Pavillion 
~nd can be contacted at 233.58.- ---- -. :-~- -. -

to the negotiating table "from in­
side the country". 

. It seems quite a pity that the 
tour had to occur at a time when 
efforts were being made to unite 
the fragmented South African 
sports scene. Bacher claims that 
"cricket is a vehicle for change", 
yet he rejected the golden oppor­
tunity given to him by the NSC to 
really make cricket into an instru­
ment of real change. 

There is a sports summit 
planned for later this year to unite 
all the codes and pave the way for 

international competition. The 
NSC will not be inviting Sacu or 
Bacher although they predict a 

; split in Sacu's ranks, with ~e ge­
nuine elements being welcome to 
thrash out a non-racial future for . 
South African cricket. . 

" . ~ youR PHoToGI\ApHJc sp~ciA4~1S 
. W'e carry~ full rqnge of: 
• phototr«iph ic. p~per 

ll~~;..:::::;- * chemicJis ~"'d Jccessol"'ies 

Ol4~ fROCESSINcr IS J'bP5 -Oufl.. SE.I'.VJCE iHi 8t:ST 

#free de/;very .serVice 

U BA THU~Sl" ST~J;ET 

TEL: 2 ;z30; 

RHODEO FEBRUARY 1990 

· The rebel tour as an exercise in 
futility is best described by the 
memo handed to Gatting at Jan 
Smuts Airport: 

"You have said that you want to 
see apartheid for yourselves. Why 
do you have i:o be paid to see 
apartheid ... Our children are still 
forced to learn their sport on the 
dusty streets o f the town­
ships ... Thousands of our people 
are living in shacks all over the 
country. 

"You will return to your 
country . in about 7 weeks from 
now. Your bank balances will be 
able to keep you in a lap ofluxury 
for the better part of your life. 
South Africa will be poorer by 
RlS million and nothing would 
hav:e changed in cricket." 
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T S~~~e from Ali 
B' cher fo ~lJiltM"en to a large 
p1opOHM bfiU&:les' students 
t~nkltbat<S,p~\'fU~South Africa is 
n n-nit:-i'il'l:n 'Eb\!l:National Sports 
C ngl!ts~C(tNS~~- accused Bacher 
o~ "u-s~d·g tbJt •concept of non-

Non-racial sport is the 
s ort of the future 

Winning is 

the name 
of the 
game·in 

rafiaJisitrJVeliy loosely". . 

js~f 2~fSouth African Te_rtiary 
llistitutlellSP'orts Congress) lS the 
N C lili~ate at Rhodes. Rbodeo 
a:!kedBtlie national and regional 
c'aiq:S!tsons of Satisco, Sindisile 

acltfan and Vuyo Poswa for an 
a curate definition of non-racial 
s ort so as to clear up the confu­
s· n. 

Poswa explained that Satisco 
:as officially launched in 1986 al­

t1ougb Rhodes, students had 
bfen playing non-racial sport 
upder the banner of the Black Stu­
dent's Movement since 1984. 
Satisco bad grown at Rhodes to 
organise 13 codes of sport. 

Satisco embraces the principle 
of non~racialism. Poswa said: 
"Non-racial sport is not sport .in 
isolation; it arises out of concrete 
social conditions, out of the apart­
heid that regulates every facet of 
our daily lives. 

"Unlike the policy of multi­
racialism practised by SA. U codes, 
non-racialism is a progressive per­
sonal committment to social 
change. If the government tries to 
use sport to domesticate us we can 
counter that and use sport to libe­
rate ourseJves." 

Non-racialism does not end at, 
the end of the match. Maclean 
argued that it was contradictory to 
play tokenistic multi-racial sport 
in the afternoon and then return to 
the same apartheid at night. He 
asked: "How can you play the SAP 
and SADF during the day whilst 
they brutalise the townships at 
night?" · 

Satisco's understanding of non­
racialism touches one's humanity 

. . ' 

Another aspect of non-racicll­
ism lies in its essence and spirit 
and not in its form. Poswa elabor­
ated: "Non-racialism does not en­
tail a counting of black and white 
faces on a playing field. It entails 
the committment of those players 
to building a new society free of 
exploitation and oppression." 

A comm.tsston mto non-
racialism by the NSC found: "That 
non-racialism was a dynamic and 
progressive principle leading to 
the formation of a newsociety 
based on merit. A non-racial so­
ciety encompasses freedom of as­
sociation, movement and domicile 
as well as freedom of land owner~ 
ship and freedom to participate 
fully in the economy." 

Challenge to SAU 
andadmin 

The lack of participation by 
white students was seen as a prob­
lem. One of the reasons was that 
white students generally regarded 
change as coming from the Na­
tionalist government and saw 
themselves as powerless to effect 
any change through_ sport. Satisco 
urged that the importance of 
standing for non-racialism • 
whether it was an individual or a 
group could not be underesti­
mated. Maclean added: "After all 
non-racial sport is the sport of the 
future- truly non-racial sport can­
not be played whilst apartheid was 
still intact but we can prepare the 
people for that future now." 

Satisco issued a challenge to 
SAU to stop living in a "fool's 
paradise" by supporting a dying 
system - although people are not 
forced to play non-racial sport 
Satisco felt the issue of playing 
against the police and defence 
force on campus had to be 
stopped. MaClean urged SA U to 
commit themselves to addressing 
the question of non-racial sport 
this year. 

They also challenged Rhodes' 
admin to take a stand on the issue 
of the SAP and SADF on campus 
like the . other "liberal" universities 
had done. 

Maclean added: "We ask new 
students to join us even if it is for 
the last lOOm of the final push to 
destroy apartheid. You are at 
university now and you are in a 
position to make choices espe­
cially as the fruits of the struggle 
ar~ unfolding all the time." 

112A 
High Street A 

Tel: 
29580 

MASIZAME BICYCLE 
REPAIRS 

We buy and sell secondhand bicycles. 
Also sell · parts and ·do repairs: 

Cheapest In town. · 

STUDENTS 
Welcome to the "City of Saints" 

with compliments 

HMUUSONSPHARMACY 
J. Colley, B.Pharm (Rhodes) 

Situated close to campus in the OK arcade. 
For all your pharmaceutical requirements, health 

products and sporting suppliments. 
New accounts opened, free deliveries to campus. 

Depot 1 hQUI. foto processing. 
Phone · T7?I.XJ & Z7350 

Page 16 

MEANWHILE THE Commit­
tee of University Principals 
(CUP) incorporating most of the 
campuses in South Africa has de­
cided to recognise Sati§CO. John 
Donald who is Head qfSports Ad­
ministration at Rhodes will chair 
the inaugral meeting between 
Satisco representatives and the 
Sports Offic~rs of the various 
campuses to be held at Wits later 
this month. 

The sports administrations of 
the Universties of Fort Hare, Dur­
banWestville~ Zululand, Turfloop 
and Western Cape as well as those 
of Wits,Durban,Rhodes, Pieter­
maritzburg and Cape Town are 
expected to attend. 

On the agenda is mainly infor­
mation sharing and the setting up 
of a formal commission to look 
into structuring links between · 
Satisco and the universities. 

Donald commented on the sig­
nificance of the CUP's decision: 
"It will lend credibility to future 
sports unity talks at university 
level and emphasises the import­
ant phenomenon that Satisco is. 
Hopefully it is a start to uniting 
Satisco and SAU." 

Donald added that Rhodes 
Satisco had been instrumental in 
obtaining recognition for Satisco 
nationally through its joint efforts 
with the Rhodes Sports Council. 

Water polo are summer's stars -

SAU 
RHODEO SPOKE to Rod 

Walker,the chair of the 
South African University's 
(SAU's) clubs on campus, to 
find out how SAU operates, 
it's policies and views on 
current sporting issues. 

Rhodeo: Is the SA U linked to 
any other structures on campus? 

Rod Walker: Yes both the SAU 
and SA TISCO participate in the 
Sports Forum where they can put 
forward suggestions which are 
then taken to the Sports Council. 
Here fmal decisions are made. 
There are three Satisco reps and 
three SAU reps on this body plus 
a number of sports administra­
tors. 

Rhodeo: Where does the sports 
administration fit into this? 

R.W: It plays a co-ordinating 
role between all the sporting 
bodies on campus and allocates 
funds to them. 

Rhodeo: What sports does SA U 
offer? 

RW: We have rugby, soccer, ten­
nis, basketball ... 

Rhodeo: What is the difference 
between your policies and those of 
Satisco? 

RW: Our bottom line is that we 
are competitive. We don't dictate 
to the clubs. They can adopt what-

the others didn't shine too brightly ever policies they like except they 

SOUTH AFRICAN Universities' (SAU's) summer codes held tour- have to go through the sports ad­
ministration. naments all over the country dutjng the vacation. Rhodes did not-fare 

all that well although there were some highlights. Rhodeo: How do you feel about 
the fact that so few black students 

e The Rhodes water polo team fmished a creditable fourth participate in SA U sport? 
which is of significance considering they have been wooden RW: I don't believe we are not 
spoonists or thereabout for the past four years. George playing non-racial sport but I can 
Schwietzer was Rhodes' star performer - only just failing· to understand why people don't par-
earn SAU colours. ticipate. 

e Rhodes' cricketers fmished 7th amongst 12 .teams although Rhodeo: What about the in-
they were only seeded tenth. Manager Jos Weiman said: "They equalities between sporting fa-
have done quite well considering that they had eight first years cilities offered to the black and . 
in the team." Steve Palfranan and Mike Hensley performed white communities. Do you feel 
well with the bat whilst Larry Hobson bowled his way into the any affirmative action is necessary 
SAU team- he ~as the only person from Rhodes in any of the to rectify this imbalance? 
codes to make.an SAU side. RW: Well as I said we play sport 

e Indoor hockeywasheldatWits University in January. RhodeS for competition. I can't stop 
women were placed fifth out of nine whilst the men hiccupped playing because of these inequal-
to eighth out of nine. ities. -

Rhodeo: Do you have good rela-
• There was nothing much to write home about in the other tions with Satisco? 

codes. Tennis finished second last and golf was last. Athletics 
did not have a full team to pose any threat to the rest of the RW: Yes we do. We have differ-
campuses. ent policies obviously but we are 
The head of the Sports Department Johil Donald was not too working well together. 

perturbed: "We never do all that well at summer codes ... Rhodes being Rhodeo: What do you feel about 
a residential campus means that players reassemble weeks after they the National Sports Con-
leave for home and this has a detrimental effect on the match-fitness gress(NSC)? 
of players. . RW: I think they are generating 
r-------------------------..., momentum towards multi-racial 

EASTERN PROVINCE SKYDIVERS 

Professional skydiving instruction 
and first jump courses. 

A::.IC~~Latest gear (square parachutes) on 
first jump. 

Contact Deon Kraidy 28746 (W) 27436 (H). 

sports contacts. 
Rhodeo: An SAU side played 

against the rebel cricketers in 
Bloemfontein. Do you have any 
comment on this in the light ofthe 
controversial nature of the Eng­
lish tour. 

RW: That is actually not for me 
to say. I am the chair of SA U clubs 
on campus and I was not part of 

'---------------------------' making that decision. 

RHODEO FEBRUARY!~ G. & S. PRINT · GTN. 
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