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Res exp.~riments 

atUCT 
· A relaXation of residenoe rules at ucr is not 
only proving socially viable, but is also eco­
nomically beneficial. Res rife has becorre so 
popular :that , where residenoes were empty :tast 
year, students are actually being turned away 
this year. 

Until 1970 , ucr residen9e arrangerrentS were 
much llke those at Rhodes - rren and worren were 
effectively totally segregated. Sinoe then , 
changes have ·been introduoed in consultation 
with parents so that students now have much 
greater freed9ID of association . M=n 1 s resi­
dences , previously out of bounds to .worren stu~ 
dents , are now open to them from Sam until 
midnight on weekdays , and from Sam until lam 
at wei:'(kends, provided the warren are escorted. 

M2n can visit warren in their residences from 
3Fffi until 10. 30Fffi on weekdays , and from noon 
until lO~jOj:'ffi at weekends. Dining halls are 
conrnunal . On Fridays and Saturdays worren are 
allowed to stay out until 3am the following day. · 

The. popularity of these moves cis reflected in 
figures of students in res this year. Last 
year, for' exanple, the 400-capacity new Leo 
Marquard and Tugwell Hall residences had 260 

. and 267 students respectively . This year for 
the first tirre, ' students were actually ·turned 
<May from Marquard and Tugwell . 

T'ne· relaxation of residence rules at UCT may 
not be shattering when seen against the· 
freedom of association that exists. at American 
and European universities, but; in the South 
African context, the develoj:'ffients are really 

· encouraging. Rhodes has an ad hoc res refom 
conrnittee looking into ·the question at the 
morrent . Unfortunately, whatever their recom­
mendations,. they will not be irrplemented . for 
at least two years . 

The fact that progress is finally being made in 
this directiol). is however a welcorre developrrent. 

1st Indian lecturer r 

for Rhodes 
Rhodes notched up an . irrportant f i rst last week 
when it appointed Mr Nadasan Naidoo , 30, the 
first full- time Indian .. lecturer at·· a white 
university. 

Mi:: Naidoo will be . lecturing in, Pharmacy. · He 
graduated from Rhodes in 196S , and went on to do 
Honours and Masters . Fi:-om 1970 to 1972 he 
lectured as ,a graduate as~istant in the Faculty 
of Pharmacy , becoming temporary l ecturer in 
Phamaoeutics in 1973 . He is now registered for 
a doctoral degree. 

His father, Mr J . H. Naidoo , a well- known 
Grahamstown businessman, is a leading rrember . of 
·the local Indian Coucil, and cnairman of the 
Indian Association . . He was r~cently involved in 
the government attempt to move all Indian· 
traders in Grahamstown crway from the town centre 
to plots next to Fingo Village. 

Jeans 
Jeans 
Jeans 
DENIMS BY WRANGLERS , LEVIS , & LEE 

FOR T'HE BEST DEAL IN 'lUVN TRY US FIRST 
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DULLABHS 
ll HIGH STREEI' (BEI.J::M SUPERSOLE) 

Beetle-cramming 
contest for Rhodes 
Volkswagen South Africa , as part of its 25th , 
anniversary celebrations is organising a Beetle 
cranrning odmpetition 'on South African campuses . 

The q:xrpany will donate a new 19'76 Beetle, 
valued at R2S20 , to the Rag Fw1d of the univer­
sity ,that succeeds in cranrning the most ~ ' 
students into a BeEi!tle. The winning universitys' 
Rag Comm wili then be free to raffle the prize 
to raise rag funds or to donate ·the pri•e to a 
desex:ving cause, 

Universities taking part in the competition. will . 
be provided with a Beetle in ;vhich students 
taking part can practise for four weeks. The 
finals will then be held in the fifth week, 
under the supervisiorr of an AA rep and a VW rep . 

No structural changes can. be made to the car , 
neither the luggage cornpartme~t nor the ' engine 
corrpart:irent may be used, the windows can be left 
open but nO part Of a StUdent I S body can project 
beyond the window edge, and .the doors must be 
closed. · · 

/ 

If there is a tie , the prize will be awarded to 
the team with the heaviest ~ss . Only full-time 
students may take part - anyone interested 
should contact Rag Comm . 

Rhodes has lowest 
drop-out rate 

I ' 

Rhodes has the l<:Mest student drop-out rate in 
the country . 

1 
This was revealed in figures . 

released in tlJe House of Assembly 1<\St week. 

Of the 17 , 427 students who enrolled at woite 
0universities during 1975, S.2% dropped out and 

2S . 3% failed theio;r examinations . At the top of 
the list was RAU , where 44.1% of students drop 
out or fail. The f igures at Natal, Wit s , 
Potchefs troom, and Pretori a a ll topped 40% . 

Rhodes came at the bottom ·o:f the list .with a 
figure of 26% . ucr and UPE recorded figures of 
27 . S% and 2S.3% ·respectively . The national · 
total of 36.5% compares favourably with Britain 
and the United States - in Britain, one ih three 
students don 1 t make it , and in the United 
States the, drop'-out rate hovers around 50% . 

One reason for the low drop-out rate at Rhodes 
may be the absence of vQCational departments 
such as architecture , medicine, and engineering. , 
These disciplines usually have abnormally ·high 
drop-out rates. 

Legal optnion . on 
affiliation question 
The executive conrnitttee of the Wit~ SRC vot;ed 
last week to dissolve .Nusas, but the motion 
has hot yet been di~cussed by the full s:Rc • . 

And this week at Rhodes. Izak Smuts hopes to call 
a meeting of the SRC to . again debate the queE~­
tion of RhOdes affiliation to Nusas. The issue . 
was debated at the last meeting of the SRC, but. 
Smuts 1 

. .and Midgley 1 s motion callfug on .the 
treasurer to reallocate the Rl800 in affiliation 
fees was rejected by S votes to 3 with 4 absten­
tions. 

Smuts told RHODEO that legal opinion had been 
sought on 'the matter of .affiliation . He was 
told that as tli~ SOC had collapsed in 1973 
the affiliation to NUsas ' had also lapsed. 

I 
At Wits , opponents of Nus as both on the "left" 
and on 1 the. "right" joined together on the. motion 
to outvote Nusas ·supporters . Jl;pparently the 
"left" is unhappy with the recent swing to the 
right by Nusas and consider it a liberal body. 

Should the motion be passed by the full SOC it 
is considered likely that .Nusas will be forced 
to disband as Cape Town will be the only member 
remaining in the organisat~on. 

·Plan for gardens 
outside ·K~if 
Plans 'to convert the old tennis courts outside 
Kaif into gardens are under way at the morrent . 
The project was investigated during the sumner 
vac, and it was decided to replace the courts, 
which were in a poor state of repair. .' 

Suggestions nave since .been put forward that it 
wguld be more practical to use the space as a 
car park. The question was b:r;ought up at a 
recent SRC meeting , but there was an over­
whelming vote in favour. of the gardens plan. 

' ' 
Professor Locke of the Physical Education depart , 
ment has suggested installing a giant chess . 
ooard and ·a bowling green. The idea of creatin~ 
gardens in. the spqce left by the couit ties · 
in with the policy proposed by Professor Wilfrec 

· Mallows, a town planner who has recently, been 
looking into future developments at Rhodes to 
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Rhodes students for 
overseas firms 

\ 
The local conunittee of AIESEC, the Int ernational 
Association of Economics and Conunerce student s, 
have announced that five Rhodes s tudents have 
acc.epted traineeships in overseas companies. from 
the , end of this year . 

The student s are: Mike Perks, who will be work­
ing with t he Sydney Gas Light Company in Aus­
t ralia , Norman Hurwitz, with Union Carbide in 
Belgium, Graham Bell, with the Turkish Chamber 
of Conunerce, Andy Marais, with a supermarket 
chain in the United States, and Shannon Morris, 
who will be working with De Loitte and Co in 
Scotland. ' 

The . periods of training vary, according to the 
students preferences, and may last from 10 weeks 
to nine months. While they are with their res ­
pective ~ompanies the students wil l earn a sal­
ary which varies from company to company. 

Mike Perks, who has been awarded what is regard­
ed as a top traineeship, wil l be earnb1g over 
800 dollars per month. Mike said:"I will be 
able to save a good portion of my sal ary and 
when: I complete my job I will be travelling to 
New Zealand to visit r elatives ." Mike, who is 
completing a B.Conun this year , will be assisting 
with the internal audit of his company. 

Norman Hurwitz, also a final year conuner ce stu­
dent said: "This will be a great qpportunity 
to meet people from different parts of the world 
as Belgium is very centrally located and many 
AIESEC trainess will come into contact there." 

' Norman was referring to the reception progranune 
in which each local committee of AIESEC is res­
ponsible for ent ertaining and looking aft er th~ 
trainees in their area . A large number of 
trainees get jobs in the Benelux and surrounding 
countries ·. 

Graham Bell, a third year B.A. student in Law 
and Economics said,"This will be a good opport­
Unity to work in a developing country where I 
will be doing economic research for lO weeks ." 
Graham' s salary is only 115 United States 
dollars, but the local coiTl)ni ttee in Istanbul have 
assured him that the cost of living is very low, 

Andy Marais and Shannon Morris -completed their 
studies at Rhodes l as t year and both are very 
enthusiastic, about their traineeships. Andy 
will be involved in retail marketing of food 
products and this should benef~t him in career 
in agricultural marketing in the East London 
area . Shannon has worked for De Loitte's in 
Salisbury during her vac and is familiar with 
the work she will be doing. 

The Rhodes trainess, along with over 80 other 
South African students, were matched to their 
companies by a very sophisticated computer 
system (STRES), developed by IBM in the late 60s . 
Every year over 3000 students throughout the 
world are matched by STRES, according .to various 
inputs such as field of study, field of. exper­
ience, academic s~ills, country preferences and 
others . · 

The reciprocal of this process in which Rhodes 
elicit s companies in the Border area to take 
overseas AIESEC trainees, has only been moderat­
ely successful. One East London account1ng flrm, 
King and Whitfield was' matched to an MBA student 

· from West G~rmany, but had to reject him. They 
have applied for a more suitable trainee. Jbhn-
3on and Johnson . of East London are. considering 
taking this trainee. 

Dur{ng the third tenn, . AIESEC-Rhodes will be con­
iucting interviews to select potential trainees 
for the computer matching process which is run 
iuring March of every year . The interviewing 
panel will include Mike Gahagan, an ex.-Rhodian, 
who is AIESEC- SA ,National Conunittee President 
for 1976. The panel will also include a local 
businessman and a member of the staff of the. 
conunerce faculty. ' 

Not only conunerce students are el i gible for the 
traineeships and both male and female students GRAHAM BELL 
may apply . 

Lif\tClub 
needs cars 
Every o.vner of a car. on carrpus will be approach­
ed in the next few .weeks by Lift Club organiser 
Trevor LcJv.ien to see if he/she can help with 
lifts for those poor unfortunates who don't 
have cars. · 

It i s estimated that there are 1400 cars on 
carrpus, and many cars rrust be <IDl e to take an 
extra passenger hone for the . vacs·. . ' 

Trevor is also organising buses to Port Eliza­
beth and East ·LOndon for the start of the July 
vac,, and it is hoPed that the buses wfll 
arrive this tine . 

Travel survey 
Students will be asked in the next few weeks to 
indicate hew they travel between Rhodes and· 
their hones. This i s an atteiTpt to convince 
the authorities that a general student discount 
for travel in needed. 

Trevor LeMen, SRC Welfare Councellor, has appeal 
ed to students to fill in the form correctly ahd 
to take it seriously. 

Si~liar questionairres _are being distributed 
on other carrpuses - the results will be co-, 
ordinated and a case presented to the tral/-sport 
authorities for a student discount. 

Radio Rhodes 
takes to the air 
Carrpus nedia had• a big boost last week when 
Radio Rhodes began broadcasting. The project; 
run by SRC rrernbers Trevor LcJv.ien and Albert 
Heydenrych , involves the broadcast of music 
oyer the loudspeakers in Kaif. 

"Any music not broadcast on Radio Five will be 
played," said W Tr~vor. He and Albert record 
music and chat on cassettes , J'{hich are then 
played on Mondays and Fridays between "L2pm and 
2pm and 6pm artd 8pm, the tines- of peak Kaif 
activity . The irmEdiate aims of Radio Rhodes 
may be limited, but the ·plan for the future is 
t:o set up a booth and t urntable in Kaif and to 
broadcast live. 

Radio Rhodes a l so plans t o broadc!st carrpus news 
and to have advertising., At the :rrorrent , lack of · 
funds are limiting the operation of the project~ 
Trevor and Albert are optimistic aoout the 
future though, and are planning to recruit ITOre 
. W ' s , and to extend hours of broadcast. 

[RHODEO] 
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Conservationists 
win Rattle of Whales 
The information · that EJurban' s Union Whaling 
Conpany closed da.m a couple of I!Onths ago 
din' t make IlUlch of a splash in the news rredia. 
To =nservationists, it was a major victory 
in the campaign against oammercial · e~loitation 
of an±mals. · 

' ' 
South Africa is the fourth largest whaling 
nation in the world, with a catch of about l8CX) 
a year. The Union . ~aling Canpany was the 
world's largest land-based whaling station. I:t 
is nON hoped that ·that South Africa may be · 
persuaded to join Britain and other nations in 
the International Whaling Ccmnis_sion' s · efforts 
to =nvince =untries stil!l supporting whaling 
to stop before the whale becari=s extinct., The 
principal villains in this respect are-Japan, 
Norway, and the Soviet Union. 

I . 
OVer -two million whales have been slaughtered 
in( the past 50 years - _whale oil is principall,y 
used for high-speed lubrication · and the making 
of candles and =sJ!Etics. There are several 
substitutes that 'Would do the sarre job, such· as 
.pulped sirrm::Jndsia ,berry. 

The Union Whaling Coopany was fonrerly ONned by 
B G Se=i ties, a one-tine ~r of the Slater ­
Walker Group, but was sold to W&A Investrrents 
in 1973. In February last year the whaling 
coopany had only seven ageing ve(>sels left, and 
the station's .closure can be attributed to 
escalating =sts of plant, ships, fuel and 
labour plus pressure fran local residents (who 
were plagued by the strong sm=ll) and, ·of =urse 
environnental protection groups. 

Prominent ai!Ong the pressure groups _involved in 
the closing dONn of the station was Beauty 
Without Cruelty, the international charitable· 
trust whose executive director, David Whiting, 
carried out an investigation into the carpany' s 
a:ctivitie? early last year. 

Whiting has fe>~ illusions about the state of 
whaling in the world, even after the closUre of 
this inpbrtant station: "Much remains to be done 
as atterrpts to regulate killings by the Inter­
national Whaling cCJitlnission are hanpered by ' 
ships operating outside the Ccmnission' s 
jurisdiction; often working on behalf of the 
International Whaling Ccmnission =untries. 
Only when there is a total I!Oratorium will the 
rogue ~al~s, wh6 operate entirely at sea 
without help ~f a processing plant, be stopped 
fran pirating these mantiE.ls. " 

The Whales of -the Northern Hemisj:here were 
ali!Ost wiped out in the last century. Despite 
all warnings, this is nON being repeated in the 
antarctic, regardless of the fact that there is 
no longer any reason for the extermination of 
nature's largest ' creature. 

Whales are killed by explosive harpoons bursting- · 
in their intestines. It is often necessary to 
to fire several charges before a I!Ortal wound 
is inflicted - it can take up to ninety · minutes ' 
to blaSt aild tear the life out of a· single whale 
5orre . speci8s are nON so serious~y depleted that 
they can no ~onger withs-tand the number of kill­
ings permitted by existing international law. 

·Every fomteen minutes, it has been estimated, a 
· whale. is being killed in our .world. 

WHALING OFF SOUTH AFRICA_ 

The price of 
' student textbooks 

In ac=rdance with a decision taken at the 
Benefits Conference held at Pretoria University 
in March, bookshop -surveys are being =nducted 
in . rrost unversity centres - the inforJllP.tion ,· ·'­
will be co-ordinated at the University of 
Pretoria. As the iilformation acquired is of 
interest to Rhodes, the SOC benefits ccmnittee 
decided that the ' findings bf the local survey 
should be made knONn as soon as the survey has 
been• completed. · 

UPB is the only bookshop in tONn which stocks 
university texts - their stocks are ordered by 
referring to 'lists of expected student .numbers, 
these lists being supplied by ·the various uni­
versi ty departrrents at the end of each year. 
UPB generally order two-thirds of the numbers 
predicted, although this =uld go dONn to as . 
little as half if the . book has been used before, 
because students usuaily obtain se=nd-hand 
cop'ies on campus. Problems with these depart­
rrental lists, which are apparently hopelessly 
inac=ate, have led both Grocotts and CNA to 
abandon stocking university texts. 

Possibly the !lOst ' important fact emanating from 
this survey is that, while only UPB stock uni­
versity 1 texts, that finn no long~r has the 
I!Onopoly in GrahamstONn. 'Studentp are ordering 
university texts fran Gro=tts and CNA, as well 
as directly fran the publishers, or fran book~ 
stores 'in other centres.· MX!ern Stationers can 
only supply religious books, but students are 
quite clearly making , use of the ordering facil­
ities at the other three boOkstores. 

Ordering facilities are similar at -all three 
stores, with the biggest problem being the · 
delay in arr;ival of books. South _Affican books 
take from 5 days to 2 weeks to arrive, English 

1books from 5 to 7 weeks or lOIJger, while Aneri­
can boOks, described by the manager of CNA as 
"ridiculous", take ' from 3 to 5 I!Onths, if they 
arrive at all. When questioned on this point, 
all three bookstores denied charging-,ordering 
or mailing fees, so postage expenses on bills 
from UPB ( and priee discrepancies of Up to 

, Rl. 75, (on Hahlo and Kahn's "South African 
Legal System and its Backgrouncl-") betweenthe 
Campus bookstore in Johannesburg and UPB remain 
unexplained. As the other bookstores in tONn 
do not actually carry texts on their sh~lves, 
it was not possible to compare prices l,ocally. • 

1 

Credit facilities are available at all three 
stores, with Q?B-using the credit cardcsystem. 
~t UPB and CNA accounts are payable over 30 
days 1 while GrOCOtts Seeffi tO have , adapted !lOSt 
effe~tively to life in the Albany district , 
expecting payrrent within four I!Onths, after 
which they send I!Onthly reminders for anotJ1er 
three I!Onths before taking action. Both 
Grocotts 'and CNA will give dis=unt on, a 
damaged book, while UPB will hand over the 
damaged boOk for the tine being, order a new 
copy fran the publishers, and exchange it for 
the damaged copy when the new one arrives. 
This point is inportant because students sare­
tirnes need a vital book when only damaged 
=p'ies are available. 

It is hoped that ·students will investigate all 
ordering f<;lcilities !lOre closely in future, and 
when all the bookshop surveys have been =rr­
elated, an atterrpt will be made to ccmpare 
GrahamstONn and other prices in some detail. 

·THE.SRC 
It was quite sare tine ago that the SOC 
suggested the idea of installing garres machiiles 
in . the Union. Then the Ul').ion Manage,rrent Board 
went ahead with the project and the SOC nON 
.seems to be regrettiilg the !lOVe. Anyone keeping 
a close watch on SRC ·activities lately would be 
amazed . to see how proficient they have becorre 

_at driving, soccer and pinball. Anyone who 
tries to get a loan off any SRC member will find 
that they are all broke. It is unfortunate .that 
those I!Oney-eating machines are situated in a 
strategic position - just at the head of the 
long ==idor which leads to the · inneJ;" s -anctum -
the SRC offices. 

Izak Smuts 

So on the one hand the SOC is spending m:mey. 
On the other, the SOC .:i,s trying to help students 
save m:mey. Izak Smuts, a member of th~ 
Student's Benefits Camri.ttee is =nducting a ,, 
survey into local bookshops. He has been. making 
enquiries about the availability of books - hON 
many are available and how long it takes to 
order them. Then he will c;leal with the burning · 
problem of prices - is the price of old stpcks 
increased? Which shop sells cheaper books and 
stationery? What credit -and ordering facilities 
are available and =uld we get a reduction on 
damaged books? We await the results of this 
IlUlch needed s~y. · · 

~ investigation is also being conducted tnto 
discount b=klets . . The names of firms willing 
to participate in the scheme will be published 
iil a booklet, which will be made available to 
students so that they will knON where dis=unts 

· are offered. Only one or two firms in eac;h line 
of goods will be approached to enter the scheme, 
They should benefit from ' it as IlUlch as we be­
cause if they offer-discounts, they should get 
the bulk of the business. If they increase 
their prices to acccmxlate the dis=unts, the 
agreement will be cancelled. 

The Students Benefits COmmittee is also trying 
to find out ways in which the =st of student 
travel can be reduced. _Trevor Lowen's idea of 
the l:l..ft scherre· could have worked better if 
there had been !lOre demand. However, he is 
willing to try it again. The bus to PE during 
the vac worked well and this =uld be made a 

-permanent service. 

Educator Councillor, George Euvrard, a member 
of the Student Services Ccmnittee, has written 
to all universities in the country for infor­
mation on their -Reception Programres for first 
year students. The soc is investigating ways 
of improving our programre, and also looking , 
into ' the possibility of ccrnbining _SUlll!ler School 
and .Freshe:r;' s Reception into . one progranme of 
integration and orientation. 

John Landman and Tii!Othy 'cross have been 
appoin~ as co-editor,s, of Forum '76. Ncciina­
tions for editor of Rhodian closed on 10 May. 
However the SRC has decided ·that ~ to lack of 
finance, the two magazines wi~l be- ccrnbined. 
In this way ~ shall have one well-printed 
magazines instead of two rredioore ones. The 
riarre of this new . publica tim will remain as 
Rhodian, but .this does not mean· that Forum will 
disapFear. It will just be =ntained in a new 
kind of Rhodian. 

The Arts and Sc;ience Canmittee has been fonned 
and have _started planning for Arts and SCience 
Week which will be fran 7-15 August. The 
chairman for this ccmnittee is SOC Publications 
Councillor Albert Heydenrych. 

Marilyn Cohen 



LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 

Sir , It seem.; rather ironical that freshers are 
considered eligible to sign the petition calling 
on Andre Lanprecht to resign (on the assunption 
that they have a sufficient kno.vledge of the 
issue on which to base a decision) while at ' the 
sane tirre they are barred from articulating 
their desires on equally important issues by a 
rule based on the. assilmption that they do not 
have sufficient knowledge on which to base-a­
decision. 

Martin Feinstein 
R Freedrran 

Sir , May I through your pages express my total 
agreement wi th Kaif ' s decision to offer vege­
tarian dishes at lunch . One of · the healthiest 
trends in the world today is the questioning of 
the true value of foodstuffs previously accepted 
as essential to the <J.iet . The importance of 
protein in our diet has been consistently over­
enphasised - one egg per day would give the 
average adult his/her daily requirement of 
p=tein . · · 

I sincerely hope ' that Mr Donaldson's experirrent 
will work and that he will continue to offer 
vegetarian dishes on a regular basis . 

Pete Sewell 

, An invitation to the Campus Liberation Movement. 

To the moles .of the underground, CLM: how about 
creeping out of your dark narrow tunnels and 
into the light - or are you afraid of being 
blinded by it? Arise ye subterranean phantoms -
show there is some substance, like guts, behind 
your anonymous threat. I would like to answer 
your questions, to counter your unsound 
allegations, and in return, the opportunity to 
interrogate you. 

So here is an invitation to coffee and a chat; 
please, do take it . up. As you are so thoroughly 
acquainted with my activities you should exp­
erience no difficulty in contacting me. I am 
open to approach al}d. look · forward to meeting you 
all. As it stands, yout warning "The fun and 
games is over" (sic) ', which · I am supposed to 
take seriously, is hardly worth the paper it is 
written on. ' 

Malcolm Davidson . 

Sir, So the whole argurrent about Nusas on carrpus 
has died aw<;J.y. No-one seem.; to be talking about 
it these days - except the SOC. And the vote 
in the referendum rrade it clear that Rhodes 
students wanted nothing more to do with Nusas . 
The SOC are otir elected representatives - Andre 
Lanprecht seerrs very stubborn in his appr0ach to 
the question. Are we or are we not affiliated 
to Nusas? Were we ever affiliated? What does 
affiliation mean? 

In one of your editorials earlier this year you 
said that ,Nusas had a six- month probationary 
period in which to prove to students on this 
canpus that it was truly refonred . Since the 
referendum ho.vever, Nusas has not had a voice 
at all. We've heard nothing.- Yet Lanprecht 
claims that by accepting the chair of the 
interim rranagernent committee Rhodes will be 
closer to Nusas . 

Lanprecht is a · failure to my mind. He is so 
distant from the student body as to be aliTost 
unknown . He has rrade a farce of the SOC. 
While his fello.v council merrbers struggle on 
under his shadow, he has come to stand for 
sorrething that is far removed from the general 
will of students on this campus. Not only must 
he start listening to the students , but he must 
also start letting the students know what he is 
doing - ·show yoursel,f Mr Larrprecht. 

lst-year-£emale-potential-Nusas-supporter 

Sir, In your editorial published in RHODEO 
Vol 30 No 5, you concluded with the staterrent 
"One wonders how "'much longer rrass student 
opinion at Rhodes can be taken seriously ." 
While I cannot agree with the sentiments exp­
ressed in .your editorial cament , I believe 
that you have in that final sentance analysed 
what is no longer a threat on this carrpus , but 
a reality . 

At the SOC h-eeling held on 28 April, the SOC 
President found himself in the unenviable 
position of having to explain his acceptance 
of the C:hairrranship of the interim rranagement 
committee of Nusas, after the canpus had in­
dicated that it did not want to be represented 
in Nusas. 

~ Larrprecht ' s peculiar explanation was that by 
hls acceptance of this position, "the greatest 
possible effect is given to OUr carrpUs 's will 

· during this period. ~ actions were inspired 
by a bona fide belief that they are in the best 
interests of this carrpus . " 

While is is highly commendable that anY elected 
representative acts believing that his actions 
are in the best interest of his electorate, he 
can only act in this way if his electorate does 
not instruct him otherwise. The Rhodes student 
boc~rrrade its will quite clear at the refer­
endum - it did not reql)ire representation in 
Nusas. Ho.v Mr Larrprecht 's acceptance of the 
top position im Nusas is giving the greatest 
possible effect to this will is a mystery. He 
has in fact ignored student opinion . 

A further , and equally alarming, <.action was the 
decision of the SOC on Nusas affiliation at the 

. same meeting. A motion was placed before the 
meeting calling on the SOC Treasurer to re­
allocate. funds inteneded for Nusas affiliation 
fees, as this SOC is not affiliated to Nusas . 
A ~asoned legal argument was placed before .the 
SOC, indicating that the legality of the aff-

. iliation of previous SOCs to Nusas was dubious 
in the extreme - even if such affiliation had 
~en valid, it fell <May when the soc fell <May 
ln 1973 , as the Nusas constitution required that 
affiliation should be through SOCs or br~ches 
on canpuses . 

An argument was raised that affiliation had 
continued as there had in fact been an SOC 
which merely had no nembers, a sO-called 
"s~eei;>ing body". This argument was refuted by 
polntlng out that, as the SOC was not a juristic 
person, it could not be a dorrrant or "sleeping 
body". Nevertheless, the SOC decided, by eight 
vot~s.to _ three with four abstentions, to pay its 
~fflllation fees to Nusas - by doing this it has 
ln effect affiliated to Nusas, directly against 
the wishes . of the canpus . . · 

It is clear therefore that the rrajority of 
representatives on the SRC no longer take 
student opi_nion seriousLy, and one wonders ho.v 
much longer the carrpus will tolerate such mis.,­
representation by sorre of its elected leaders. 

Not A. Mused 

Sir, Winter is here and the exams are approach­
ing - both are good reasons for the installation 
of coffee-vending rracpines in the .library foyer. 
Wh.en one wants to t-ake a break from work and 
have a cup of cof:Eee , the only place to go at 
the rrarent is Kaif - this i s too far from the 
library to rrake tt practical. 

Could not the SOC install coffee machines in .the 
library , or else suggest to <the l ibrary 
authorities that they install them? 

Coffeerrate 

Sir , A Rotex club is being fonred at Rhodes in . 
an atterrpt .to br~ng toge~er students who have 
participated in the Rotary Youth Exchange Pro­
gramme. Similar Rotex clubs have been opera tine 
all over South Africa for a nurrber of years, -
and the lqcal club hopes to link up with these 
other bodies . 

Thee local club -will hold regular social 
functions, p=mote the exchange programre , and 
act as hosts to any visiting exchange students 
from foreign countries. · In other centres , 
Rotex clubs assist in the selection of n&N 
exchange students , and the local tlub will 
place some of ·its rrenn£>ers at the disposal of 
Rotary selection committees. · 

The club will welcome as · full IlE!Ilbers any 
students who have participated in other exchange 
projects. Any students interested should 
contact me at the SOC offices. 

Izak Smuts 

In Grimstown did Cecil John , 
A festive varsity decree: 

Nhere Kotch , the sacred creek, ran 
rhrough tigers measureless to man. 

!\. savage place! Where many have cast 
As e'er after a ball or victory visit. 
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'lot be inkette wailing her ruggerbugger' lover. 
E"rorn this chasm, wi:th ceaseless turmoil seething, 

Did a nusans breath too heavily . 
!\.mid whose swift 'half-intermitted burst; 
I'he rrasses crushed the few. 

Six nonths meandering with a crazy motion, 
I'hen reached caverns me<3Sureless to nan, 
I'hen sank in tumult to a lifeless ocean. 

And amid this tumult , Sizzle Jonn 
ffeard f rom afar: 
~itorial voices prophesying resignation ! 

I'he shadown of this colUim of pleasure 
~loated far to the right , 

It could not go wrong. 
But there was heard the mingled hate 
)f all who were left . 

It was a miracle of rare device,­
!\. deathly sense of huirour. · 
In a vision once I s<M it was the new editor, 
'md oh his typewriter he play ' d, 
:;iving thanks to my end. 
:::ould I revive within me, 
~ humour on the left. 
3uch a deep delight I would get. 
fiTith puns loud ' and st=ng, 
I would unplug my nose in 
l'heir general combined directions . 

And all who read my Wisdom 
fiTould then all cry : 
Be there ! Be There ! 
!\.lack his f lashing puns , 
~is floWing lines are soon to end. 

For he hath written alL he might. 
1\.11 good things rmist end. 

Being a true floccinaucinihilipilificator at 
heart I have. ~ecided (perhaps it was decided for 
re) .to hang up my pen, and retire into the 
l aager of my pre-RHODEO existence. Thanks for 
Last issues fanrrale chaps . This is your feeble 
journalist signing otf (I tell you my ego was 
truly bruced to read that) , to go back to the 
~ays of old - much contempl ation and bell ybutton 
scratching. I promise not to be a nusans ever 
:;gain. 

SKIN PROBLEMS? 
VISIT OUR FULL- TIME BEAUTY CONSULTANT 

FOR FREE ADVI CE· . 

APPOINTMENTS FOR FACIALS 

WAXING 

EYEBROW 

EYELASH TINTING, etc 

·RET Butler 
R E + BUI'LER I s PHARMACY I ll ~THURST STREEI' 

TEL : 4512 

RE'rB l 
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-Rhodeo 
Editorial 
The future of RHODED has been in the balance 
·over the past few weeks . The present editorial 
board 'tended their resignations two weeks ago 
because they were understaffed, and , under the 
cirCUITEtances , the running of RHODEO was no 
longer viable. But during the last week, a 
number of people have come forward to offer 
their services , and the operation of the paper 
nay at lAst be a viable proposition. · Even as 
we go to press however, it is uncertain whether 
or not the present editorial board, who have 
officially resigned with effect from 14 May , 
will be reinstated. 

At this stage it might be oppcrtune to look back 
on the year so far , and qnalyse the role that 
RHODEO has to play on carrpus. Every year, it 
seems , the editor ial board has to ask itself 
whether or not thei r role is worthwhile . 

. RHODEO interviewed Dr Hender son last week . 
. Unfortunately there was not enough time to 
cover all the points we would have liked to hav£ 
covered - we print here some of the more 
important excerpts from the interview. 

Most students would agree that Dr Hyslop was a 
very distant person in comparison to yourself. 
I still think that there is a feeling among the 
students ' that the "administration" tends to be 
very distant - there is a distinc t lack of 
communication . How would you de fine staff/ 

· student relations o~ this campus ? 

Any student should fee l that if he has a matter 
g~er which he feels particularly aggrieved, and 
has not been able to receive satisfaction from 
the peopie immediately concerned, that he has 
a rigl;lt of access to me, and I would certainly 
not deny a student that right of access. I 
welcome contact with students in every way. • I 
like to see students socially. I think I'd · 
like to have contact with representative stu­
dents of all categories. 

All too often a person in authority finds that 
he comes into contact with people who, for one 
reason or another, are in .t rouble wit h auth­
ority. He also comes into contact with people 
who have distinguished themselves in one way or 
another . But unless one works at it one doesn ' t 
always come into contact with a 'representative 
cross- section of students . I subscribe very 
much to t he traditional/classical view of a 
university - that the students are, shall we 
say, junior members of that community but none­
theless members in every sense of the word. 
I feel that if there is still this feeling of 
a distance betweerr the administration and 
students .thatboth sides should work to correct. 
it. 

How far would you see students involving them­
selves in the ' administration of the university­
on council, etc? · 

I have an open mind about that. A student on ·· 
the Council would-present certain di fficulties 
when it comes to confidential matters - staff 
appointments, discussion of exam results, of 
student reports etc . Members of staff would 
feel embarassed if they felt these were avai­
lable to students. The arrangement I've had 
experience with , and which I found seemed to 
work well, is if student rep're'sentatives on 
various -organs, be they faculty boards or 
Council, come in for certain items on which 
they can mak~, a contribution and can present 
a viewpoint and listen to the discussion, and 
then. withdraw for t he more confidential issues. 
When it comes to general questions such as con­
tent of .curricula, future developments, and so 
on, I think that a responsible student contri-
bution would be heal thy. .. 

How do you feel about the SRC so far? 

Well, I think the first thing is that one must 
be grateful that it exists at all . ,. The fact 
that an SRC has got off the ground after a 
hiatus of a few years is a major achievement . 
I've made a point of seeing Andre Lamprec~t on · 
a regular basis . From what I can ascerta~n, 
they seem to be doing a reasonable job. Senate 
'and Council takes into very careful cognisance 
What the SRC is thinking. 

·,_ 

I 
It c~ot be de. nied that student newspapers have 
their place, but their success can only be 
measured in t e:qns of their relevance ·to theili: 

, audience . On Ameri,can carrpuses , student news- · 
' papers are• influential sources · of news and , 

interpretation. In Britain , they 'are perhaps 
not quite so successful. In South Africa, the 
student newspaper thqt is tak,en seriously has 
yet to see the light of day . 

Afrikaans carrpus newspapers can .be written off 
as being purely newspapers - they offer littl e 
or no interpretation~ On the English 1carrpuses , 
where the _student press is relatively £ree, and 
where it could develop an inportant role , the 
effectiveness of the rredium is largel y harrpered 
by the partisan attitudes of student editors . 

RhOdes students shun extremes - RHOIEO accord­
ingly is not an extreme publicati on . This year 
it has a gratifyingly wide .circulation to 
shCJ(.I for its stand at the centre. Wide ci rcu..<. 
lation we nay have, but infll¥!nce we do not 
and cannot hope to have . 

The best that RHODEO can hope for is to be 
regard~d as ·a source of infornation on canpus 
affairs. Even that is difficult without an 
organi sed and steady source of news . 

RHODEO interviews 
Dr Henderson 

How would you define the political ·leaning of 
this campus? 

I would say Rhodes is certainly not as radical 
as the Unversity of Witswatersrand or Cape Town. 
As far as I can judge its comparable with 
Maritzburg or Durban - to a large extent you 
would find of the student body that there is 
a considerable mass of people who don't voiCe 
opinions one. way or the other about politics. 
I would say there's. a very strong literal rep­
resentation among students. Possibly the con­
servative students are more heavily represented. 

How have student attitudes at Rhodes changed 
since you were here? 

I think students then tended to accept author­
i ty far mor e readily~ Life in general was 
s impler - somehow issues didn't seem to be so 
stark. We didn't have the problems of Angola, 
Rhodesia, .SWA and so on to contend with. Stu­
dents did not concern themselves very much with 
these l arger issues . . There used to be many 
student mass meetings - ·Nusas was' a hassle then 
just .as it· is today . But students accepted 
without questioning things like having ' to go 
to 'lectures in jacket and tie. This wasn ' t a 
matter of resentment or question . 

Do you fee .l that this questioning is a healthy 
trend? · · 

I think so long as its constructive questioning 
its fine. But to criticise without offering 
an alternative is ~ture and irresponsible . 

Anyone who takes on the editorship of RHODEO 
must ask him/herself whether it ' s really worth 
the trouble . RHODEP is not an established 
newspa,per - each year it has to start effec-­
tively from scr at ch to buil d up the reputation 
that was lost the year before. If the editor 
has time on hisjher hands , and is prepared to 
give more time to RHODEO than to academic work , 
then there is nothing.-_to.- stop himjher . 

The basic problem is a l ack of continuity. 
Students oome and go - there is no oorrrron 
denominator that will ensure that RHODEO niain­
tains a strong position . BecaUS€1-•it i s a 
student newspaper , no member of staff wil l take 
on responsibility . · 

RHODEO lives in a vacuum. Until the value of 
a student newspaper is recognised and actively 
supported, by · staff as well as stude)lts , it -will 
_continue to flounder 4-!l _t,hat vacuum, going 
around in circles, totally without base or 
direction. 

Due to the uncertainty of Tony Stoops as to 
whether or not he will be able , to work on 
RHODEO in the future, there is 'no sports news 
in this issile . 

I see no objection to students showing concern 
at the content fo their courses, the quality of 
their lecturers, the way their university is 
run, and so on. In fact, I welcome ~onstruct­
ive concern on the part of the students. There 
are a significant number of individual s who are 
willing to come forwar1 and offer t heir sugges­
tions. I ' ve been -impressed , for example , with . 
the ad hoc committ ee on residence reform - the 
contributions from these three students have 

_ been . val~able and thoughtful. 
There always have been a large number of stu­
dents who perhaps don't give much consideration 
to their environment - they are a little· apa­
thetic . I think this will always be the case 
though, in any society, whether student _or 
otherwise --you will always have a contructive 
minority who do feel concerned and are prepared 
to . act. 

There have been complaints that the SRC grant 
here :is far too small. ·What can .be done about 
this? 

Well, I think its for the SRC to motivate a 
larger grant . Theymust present us wit h what 
they feel are -legitimate eXpenses . The ini­
tiative ties with t hem. A fair amount of de­
tailed investigat ion will have to be carried 
out· for them to present· a solid case . SRC 
funds come from the regist ration and amenities 
fee of R44 which covers the cost of adminis­

·tration and pays a per capita grant to the SRC . 
If grnats to the SRC are . to be enlarged , then·. 
that fee '!lust be lenlarged .. . But basically, I 'm 
sympathet~c to the SRCs position in respect t o 
funds . . The treasurer must organise a detailed 
analys~s of trends of ,expenditure. 

What plans do you have f or the old Teachers 
Training College? 

A. lo~bf structuFal alterations will have to t ake 
place before we have a f inal hall in that area. 
I have made ' a number of suggestions .. We might 
well have some of the houses for men and some 
for women and a mixed dining hall - that is 
certainly on the cards, depending on what 

. r ecommendations the special ad-hoc committee ·· 
on residences makes . ' 

One might conceivably have experimental arrang­
ements_taking place in a hall without its being 
establ~shed. But I see that as being _a couple 
of years away, as there is a great deal of st ru­
ctural work that has to be done. 

But what I had in mind short term for the new 
part of Canterbury and Winchester is to use this 
for what I call a shuttle residence.. Some of 
the residences on campus need a very substantial ' 
amount of maintenance done t o them. In the past 
our maintenance t eam has been confined to doing 
this in the long vacations , meaning that we have 
fallen qui t e far behind i n our programme·. I 
would like ·to strengthen the maintenance team, 
and make residences available to them throughout 
the year . · 

The students in a particular hous.e could be 
asked to occupy tempora~ residences in TC, 
and thus allow the maintenance people to get in 
and give the place a real ~ace lift . That is 
what I would -like to do on the immediate -future 
with TC - and use it as a shuttle residence . In 
the long term we would be thinking of a hall 
based· on Winchester and Canterbury. 



Paris has this year been in the cultural grip oj 
an i~ortant exhibiti on. of Co lombian ar t . 
Dr Tom Matthews, a senior lecturer from the 
depar.tment of Fine Art, who is at present on 
leave in Europe, mailed us the following report 
from Madrid. 

Cne of the big t alki ng points this year i s the 
exhibi lien of Col arrbian art i n the Petit Pal ais . 
Large but not vast, a S\ll'lllEXY, the shoo fills ·­
about ten roorrs of this tum-of-the-century 
neo-barcque palace just 6ff the Ol.arrps Elysee. 
I t gives a oorrprehensive picture of the whole 
history of art in Colatbia, from ·the great stone 
IIDn~ts and goldwor k of Tumaco and .Ql.oco, 
through the gilded a l tarpieces and ·votive 
paintings of the days after : the oonquest , to the 

. IIDdernismo of the 1960's and '70's. 

Iri the f irst -section are gigantic, rough granite 
grotesques (as gigantic as can be accormodated 

. in · a terrporary shew) that served as terrple-
enttimce guardians . ' 

There are whole roams ·full of goldwork: masks, 
pendants, .huge earrings to strain the IIDst 
resilient of lobes. cpen mouths , teeth and 
tengues , chains and dem::ns are much in evidence: 
tongues ending in miniature representations of 
the· ooners of the tongues; necklaces from teeth 

rectangularity, except that the derions are noo 
trarrpled by angels . They no longer range free 
and supre:rre - at las.t they rreet their theolog­
ical match . 

One thing that beCOITEs clear from this shoo is 
that in Colorrbia, the extrerres of Spanish 
baroque have been tempered by a heavier, sim­
pler will-to-fo:rm. There are many images of 
singularity: <aloof and lonely ·saints from the 
school of Zurbaran, glooing white or red against 
the dark . The Ribera influence is pervasive, 
but to the credit of the school there is IIDre 
oi'Ribera and ZurbaJ;"an and less of Murillo -
except for one nasty, tap-dancing St· Joachim 
with t;he Ii1fan:t Virgin (by Pe<U-o Laboria, dated 
1746); the frivolities of Roooco seem ill­
suited to the tough, austere Hispano-Colornbian 
soul . 

The best of the Olristian works have an auster­
ity even at their IIDst gilt-laden. The frarres 
of this period are as beautiful as the pic­
tures : not the intricate, over-foliated panels 
of European museurrs, but sorreth,ing cruder, IIDre 
rough-hewn . The heavy gilding on these is 
surprisingly effective. 

At tirres , Indian rreets Ol.ristian with touching 
ingenuousne?S . A Virgin with the Ol.rist-child 
(from the Sanctuary of the Augustinians at 

on the thinness of playing-cards: prim bishops 
and admirals from the schools of Gutierrez and 
Figu~roa. Here ' t11e ornam;mt is all en the 
surface - it is not part of a unified structure 
existing in depth. Little marionettes these 

' figures are 1 despite grand proportions 1 posing 
, and posturing en tl)e thin stage of a rrean life. 

AIIDng the avante-garde works on shoo, sene of 
the IIDst recent are the acrylics by Manuel 
Hernandez of 1973 and 1974. His fo:rms have the 
stolid stability of pre-Columbian art, but not 
their strength or structure·: It is as though 
Paul Klee had rret Quetzlcoatl and corre off 
second-best. Black still dominates, but it is a 
thin,facled, acrylic black, without weight or 
dirrension. 
The rrechanical scUlptures of Edgar Negret 
follow constructivist tendencies tooard using 
screwed and bolted rretal parts - like a large­
scale M:ccano set: a plaything for adults. 
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It seems that modernism is so often a ponderous 
garre . It lacks a joyous seriousness, and has 
instead a kind of ea+nest pl~yfulness - the art · 
of a playboy not wishing to be caught with his · 
frivolities qown. 

The IIDdern section also includes the (for these 
days) mandatory acreage of rope. Go to any 
museum of IIDdern art and one trips over "floor­
pieces" of all sorts of. rope; rope which is 

Colombian Art in Paris 
of gold; heads stare ·out of open nouths. There 
is a decapitated figure with the head placed in 
an opening in the stOllE.ch - a grotesquerie of 
death and rebirth . 'Jhere are Picasscesque 
anthropomorphic vases ending in shoulders, or 
in heads whose ears are also the ·handles of .the 
vase . 
There are tiny figures· in gol d, with lacy, 
filigreed anns, with gold chains strung loosely 
around necks, or anns strung l ike chains across 
chests . 

Of CQ.urse the corrm:m destiny 1 the prirre mutual 
symbol of Spaniard and Indian was gold . Here 
is an orgy, a welter , a shooer of gold : gold 
brooches - man fonn, fish fonn, lion fonn; 
collars of a hundred gold spheres each half an 
inch in diarreter . There are ritual axes in 
gold, batons of office, epqulettes; gold masks 
like those from Mycenae, but more savage, IIDre 
in extremis. 

There is so much gold one takes it for granted, 
takes it as 'a corrm:m denominator, a ool1Il0n · · 
substance, at most; I ·never knew gold. oould 
look so tinny, so thin , so little the divine. 
alchemistic rretal. 

By oorrparison the goldwork of the Spanish era 
seems more solid. It has the sarre square-cut 

Boyaca) wears not a veil nor mantle but a 
conquistador's hat turned sideways. But the 
effect is majestic rather than ludicrous, 
because this Virgin is ,an Indian and wears the 
adapted · style of her people. 

All the work of this period is delimited by 
two extre:rres: of Indian gold and Spanish 
darkness ; black Clmcifi ctions , black Virgins, 
black saints; it .is a nuance, not a pigrrent­
ation. The dominant effect is black and gold. 

One Ol.ristian object is remarkable for its 
pre- Colombian stolidity: ' an 18th century 
gilded, wooden portal from the Church of the 
SJ'lows at Bogota. Here an entire portal, com­
plete with oolurms, pilasters and entablalure 
has been reassembled in all its gloomy he~vi-
ness.-

In one Savage Crucifiction, the very bones of 
the knees on which Ol.rist has fallen are 
exposed with a perversely clinical enthusiasm. 
The drape of his midriff, so often a kind of 
pin less nappy, is here tied on with sculpted 
rope - not like Italian nappies hovering, with 
false grace , of their oon accord. 

' In ·the mid-19th century , decline sets in ; 
'largely because the painters abandon tonal 
black , so, expressive and deep, the' works take 

painted black, or un;furled, or which starts 
thick and ends thin and is called "perspective 
illusion ;" or which sinply dangles there 
obscenely . Hooever the rope pieces of Olga de 
Amaral must rank as s6rre of the, IIDst consider­
able of this . type . They are not qf the dubious 
genre of a;>nceptual ~, but are rough-hewn 
tapestries of resonantly colo~ed copra: · 
strands as thick as fists or wrists , whose 
stiffness speaks volumes for , if nothing more , 
the sheer manual · strength of this wanan. Her 
works can be loose- woven, or knotted and inter­
twined; in red and !;>lack, grey and Jblack, · rope­
oChre and black, but always black. One piece 
hangs from the ceiling like an abstract but. 
insistent sheep. Sarre pie~:lQst in -actual 
depth, so that one e)(J?eriences them gradua:11.y; 
in gradations, thrc:mgh ve;i.ls and. layers of web­
like oonplexi ty . 

\ 

From Indian to nbdern, the thtead of Colombian · 
art . unwinds with a ll ~e illogicality and 
discontinuity of cultural cenquest and -super­
inposition. Yet the thread remains uribroken, 
which is part· of the reason why Spain has rooted 
so insistently in the Arrericas. Spanish 
·colombia for that matter, remains as a later 
versien of the Indian eul tur~ ; it is not a 
foreign body. 

A BLAST FROM 'THE . PAST 
Who says Rhodes has changed? While April 1948 
might have seen the unusual sight of rren I).Ot 
being allowed tea at Oriel in the morning, 
because the kit chens wanted to "cut down 
expenses", Rhodesian sttrlents even then had a 
chip en their sho~ders . "Anti- .Rhodesian" 
wrote to RHODEO in May , saying: 

"Receritly my attention has been attracted to the 
insufferable mien of those aiiDngst us who care 
from Rhodesia . Rhodesians , I was told , oould 
be recognised at a distance . I now knoo why. 
It is the air of extrerre self- coofidence , 
bordering on arrogance , that marks them 01.;1t . 
Whence this hauteur? Living as they d9 ;in a 
p:;>litically isolated area of. backveld , they have 
not yet been humbled by sufficient ccntact with 
the outer world. 

"Their narrow outlook is made obvious by their 
attitude tooards the Unien of South Afri ca. 
They are so intensely cenfident of the great 
importance and brilliant future of their little 
ooleny, and so convinced of the superiority of 
things Rhodesian, that they actually hold SA 
in conteJ!Ilt . 

"The relatienship existing between Rhodesia and 
the Union . might be carpared to that existing 
bet:v..een a cocky adolescent and ~ mature and 
tolerant aault . The soooer Rhodesians realise 
this, the better . " 

[,ater , in July , a irove to arrange sex talks for 
:na:le students found strong support aiiDng men 

at the College . Sex talks. had been given to 
.worren siilce 1945 . Now, of course, with the new 
develpt:rrent , there was no qu~stion of giving 
talks to mixed audiences - as , usual , men and 
wanen were to be segregated. 

That is , i f the talks ,were to be hel d at a l l . 
Unfortunately', in October, Senate shelved the 
plan, and made no reply to an sli: request that 
the Senate make public the minutes of the 
Senate's decision . · 

Rhodes/Fort Hare relatiens were seemingly far 
better then than nciw. In an editorial , RHODEO 
wrote: 

"The attentien of the editors of RHODED has been 
drawn to an article in "Die Oostelig" regarding 
a debate with Fort Hare hel.d at Rhodes last tenn. 

Headed "Rhodes pas op" , the article expressed 
concern that praninent Rhodes stUdents and 
rrerrbers of the College staff entertained a team 
of debators fran For t Hare , had dinner with them 
in Kaif , and that at the debate itself, a l arge 
number of Rhodes students voted against racial 
segregation in universities . 

"The general., tene of the article was that if . 
Rhodes cootinued with such activities as these , 
she had better be careful . 

"We hOpe that our ~aders will JOl.Il us in the 
sincere 'wish that the henoured traditi en of an 
mnual synposium between Rhodes and Fort Hare 
•ill endure .s uccessfully as l eng as there i s a 
:fuodes and a Fort Hare to hold it: Whatever 
:he oountry' s Oosteligs have to s ay." 

In August 19'48 , Phelps wanen were requested to , 
say goodnight to their· pushers at the rose bush, 
and not to talk at the front door . Cengestion 
on the front steps was causing the warden acute 
ernbarassment . Four Phel ps girls Were fined ,2/6 
for playing bridge at lam. "You should be ;i.n 
bed ," they were told. 

In October , an Old Rh~an beCarre the youngest 
MP in Southern Rhodesia. As a pilot in the RAF, 
he had risen to the rank of flight- lieutenant 
before returning to Rhodes in 1946 to corrpl ete 
his B.Carrn. Ian Douglas Sm:Lth was the first 
post:-war chainnan of · the SOC, and was senior 
sttrlent of Drostdy Hall. He entered the 
Southern Rhodesian ,parliarrent at the age of 129 . 
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Republican 
Northern Ireland has been a major news topic for 
the past s·even years. With the spread of urban 
guerilla warfare to Britain, the issue has 
recently become very much a part of the British 
way of l.ife. Despite this, few in Britain are 
able to define the issues involved - most 
believe it to be a religious conflict, but . this 
it has never been . It is purely a political 
conflict . 

The misinformation that surrounds the Irish 
question in this country is chronic, possibly 
because the ·conflict is so distant . ' This does 
not however stop South Africans from voicing 
their opinions on Northern Ireland, opinions 
that are usuallJ based on misconceptions. 

An Irish Society is being launched at Rhodes to 
bring together the rurprisingly large number 
of students .with Irish heritage . To coincide 
;rith this, John McCormick, honorary secretary 
of the society, defines the Irish situation as 
he sees it. 

Prologue 
Few outside Britain are able to differentiate 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

Irelcind is the Republic of Ireland, or, more 
correctlyi Eire. It is an independent state, 

· just over twice the size of Lesotho. It has a 
population of just under three million, of whom 
more than .90% are Catholics. It corrprises the 
provinces of Leinster, Munster, Connacht, and 
two of the six counties of Ulster - this amounts 
to 2E; of the 32 Irish counties. It is a ·neutral 
country, a rrember of the European Camnuni ty, 
and is one of the most peaceful countries in 
Europe. . 

Northern Ireland is the six northern counties of 
the province of Ulster -Antrim, Armagh, Down, 
Fennanagh, Londonderry, and Tyrone. It is not 
technically correct to call it Ulster. 

Northern Ireland is a part of the United Kingdcm: 
It has a population of 1.5 miilion, of whom 
one-third are . Roman Catholic. It is at present 
the scene of violent sectarian conflict. 

Yesterday 
Ireland has never been united. It has not be~ 
fully independent for over 80J years. The Irish 
are readily derided as an emotional people, 
unable to settle disputes except through the use 
of violence. In reality they are an indepen-· · 
dently-minded people seeking the self-deter­
mination that they have been denied since 1152, 
when English. influence first took a grip on them. 

Befor~ the Roman invasions of England, the pop­
ulation of the British Isles was essentially · 
Celtic. The Celts strongly resisted the Rom:m 
.occupation, anp found themselves puShed north­
wards and westwards into Scotland, Wales, Ire­
land, and Cornwall. The Romans were followed by 
Germanic tribes - the Saxons, Angles, and 
Jutes - who flooded into the vacuum left by the 
demise of Roman goverrrent. 

These Germanic tribes form the basis of the . 
English population of· today- Celtic resistance 
to the English has been inherent from the arrival 
of the initial Germanic settlers. This is part­
icularly obvious today with the Scottish and 
Welsh nationalist movements that are pressing 
for devolution of central governrrent in Britain. 

or ProteStant? 
Until 1152, Ireland was divided into a ,number of 
mutually hostile Celtic kingdcms . Fran these 
kingdoms, Irish missionaries . had moved across to 
the west coast of Ireland, establishing the Irist 
Church as far east as the island of Lindisfame, 
off the coast of present-day Yorkshire. The 
Irish Church had been rejected by the English 
in favour of the Roman Church in 640. ThE;ore­
after, Ireland had sunk into increasing 
isolation. · 

That isolation ended in 1152 when one of the 
Celtic kings enlisted the aid of the Anglo­
Normans in a dispute with a neighbouring ·pro­
vince. The first EngliSh landings tcok place. 
Despite local opposition, large numbers of 
English settlers arrived in Ireland. 

Ironically, it was only Ulster in the north that 
remained initially untouched by English influ­
ence - for the next 400 years, Ulster P.Eintained 
a resistance that the English gradually identi­
fied with the Catholic Church. Ulster eventual!'; 
fell, and during the 17th century, Cro!IWell 
settled Protestant Englishmen and Scotsmen in 
the northern counties in an atterrpt to assert 
Protestant ascendancy over Catolicism. 

There followed a total subjugation o£ the 
majority Catholic population - . they were denied 
rights of citizenship, access to education, 
facilities for worship, and were barred from 
public life. During the 1680s, William of 
Orange, King of England, prevented the return of 
lands that had 1 been confiscafed by CrOI!Well - he 
defeated Catholic complainants at the Boyne, 
Aughrim, and Limerick. These defeats have taken 
their place in Protestant folklore - Protestant 

· Orangernen have annually celebrated the Boyne 
ever since. 

In 1795, the Orange Order was forrred to maintain 
the Protestant monopoly of power. Catholic ' 
insurrections followed, and ~vestminster used 
theseas an excuse to create the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland in 1800. 

During the 19th century there was mass immig­
ration from Ireland to the United States - this 
came largely as a result of the potato famines 
of the 1840s, and the control of the land by 
English landowners - one half of Ireland's total 
income went to absentee English landlords. In 
1840 the population was eight million, about 
twice the present population. 

Atterrpts during the 18th century to introduce 
Home Rule to Ireland were thwarted largely by 
the opposition of the Orangemen. Finally, in 
1905 , the republican voice was strengthened by 
the emergence of Sinn 'Fein (Gaelic for "our­
selves") a.S a political organisation. In 1916, 
Sinn Fein ,. with the help of Germany, organised 
the Easter Rising in Dublin - rebels took over 
the principal buildings of the town centre, 
and declared Ireland an independent republic. 
British troops defeated the rebels after a week 
of fighting - most of the rebel leaders were 
executed. 

Sinn Fein had become the symbol of republicanism, 
and thereafter gained greater· representation in 
Parliament. 1919 SCM the emergence of the Irish 
Republican Al:1J¥. The IRA consisted of radical 
Irish nationalists who regarded themselves as 
the axrrry of the Irish Republic, which they sCM 
as including the whole of Ireland. The Irish 
Church supported the IRA initially, as did much 
of the populace. Proposals for the partition 
of Ireland by \'Vestminster ~ret with strong IRA 
opposition. 

Britain replied harshly to this resistance. The 
Black-and-Tans and the Auxilieries, two para­
military orga.."lisations recruited in England, 
crushed opposition. Their methods have earned 
them a place in Irish 'folklore just a notch 
above Croi!Well : OUtrages were ha.vever carmi tted 
on both sides, the Irish nationali~ts attacking 
not only the_British but that section of the 
local populace that did not support them. 

In 1922, the Irish Free State was formed when 
the 26 southern counties were given their 
D:de~d~ee.- the six. northern counties rernain~d 
w1thm Br1tam. Immed1ately Ireland was plUnged 
into civil war - Free Staters, who supported the 
independence settlement, fought the IRA, who 
would not accept anything short of independence 
for the whole of Ireland. 

The IRA lost this first round, but they have 
always stood for their ideals, even though they 
were ou~lawed in 1f}le Republic in 19 31. . They 
were dnven gradually underground. In 1939 
they carried out a series of bomb attacks in 
London and Manchester, and were active again in 
1954 and 1955. -

BELOW: Bomb damage in Northern Ireland 



Today 
\ . 

Throughout tte 1960s the .IRA leadership directed 
the novement away from its traditicnal military 
role and into the sphere of political activism. 
At' a conventicn in December 1969, a split in the 
•strp,cture· occurred ·- the Official IRA maintained 
the pOlitical stand, while a breakaway group, · 

. the Provisional -wing, noved back to military 
operations. It is the Provisional wing that 
today fights for the republican cause in North-
ern Ireland. ' 

1-bnths before the split, sectarian violence had 
flared in Northern Ireland, ietting off the 
confli.;::t: that is still bei,ng fought out. At the 
base of the upheaval ·was Catholic diss~tisfacticn 
with the Northern -Ireland Parliament at Stornont. 
Local government was largely control;Led by 
Protestants . - Catl:J.olics !;lad little representation 
on local councils, and suffered from blatant 
discrimination. A civil rights novement had 
grCMn quring the 1960s, backed by nost of the 
trade unicns, various labour novements, and 
academics and students at Belfast University. 

The irnrediate cause of the .distw:bances of the 
sumrrer of 1969 was the insistance. of the 'orange 
Order to go ahead with the annual celebrations 
of the Battle of the Boyne. Violence flared, 
the killing began, . arid contingents of the Britist 
Anny were fl0N11 in during late 1969 and early 
1970. . ' 

As ,the innefecti veness of the Arrey'' s presence 
becarre clear, Protestant factions formed defence 
groups to meet the challenge of ·the IRA. Para­
military organisations such as the Ulster DefenCE . 
Associaticn· (UDA} and the Ulster Defence 
Regiment (UDR) rret the IRA with their CMI1 tac-
tics . ' 

The fight is. basically between the so-called 
Ulster loyalists .(whoe wish to remain ' British 
and are predominantly Protestant) and the 
republicans (who want union with Ireland and are 
predominantly Catholic) . The owposing sides' 
are stubborn on their stands - loyalists such 
as . the hysterical Rev Ian Paisley ·encourage 
Protestant congregations not to listen 'to the 

causes of the "papists", referring to the ~ 
as "old Red Sox" and denouncing the Catholic 
Church as "the .scarlet whore of R!::l!re".. On the 
other side, Provisional IRA chief ROry O'Brady 

' advocates suburban guerilla warfare - the IRA 
is backed ror)siderably . by finances drawn from 
Irish expatriate communities in the United 
States. 

The killing incre~es - ~ut 1500 people have 
died in Northern Ireland since 1969. January 
this year ·saw the worst single incident of .the 
whole Northern Irish debacle when eleven Prot­
estant wor kers were machirie-gurmed in an isol­
ated country lane. The ·South Armagh Republican 
Acticn Force; a branch of the Provisional IRA, 
claimed responsibility. ' Fearful of an escal­
.aticn of violence, the British governrrent sent 
in 600 soldiers from the crack Spearhead · 
Battalion of the British Arrey', and, even nore 
drastic, 150 men from the elite Special Air 
Services' Regiment , Peace is clearly as far away 
as ever. 

\. 

Tomorrow 
Northern Ireland is 'faced with · three alter­
natives: 

1 - FULL INTEGRATIQN of Northern Ireland with 
Britain. Mediators have vascillated with a 
Northern Ireland Parliament at Stornont and 
the concept of a ~ritiSh government Secretary 
for Northern Ireland (at present Merlyn Rees), 
but have always stopped short at integrating 
Nortpern Ireland with England. Obviously the 
IRA would oppose this alternative, and the 
violence would continue. ' 

2 - BRITISH WITIIDRAWAL. This would be tantanount 
to surrender to the IRA, and no British politicaJ 
~rty would 'like to have that blot on its copy- · 
book. Obviously the Protestants would oppose · 
this altexnative, and the Violence .would continUE 

' 3 - REPARI'ITIOO. . This would involve joining the 
Catholic areas of Northern Ireland to the 
Republic, and making the remainder of the pro-' 
vince a predominantly Protestant area. -Hc:Mever, 

--• Boundary oF Northe/tn Ireland 
·~··••••• Boundary Qf. tits PrQvince of Ulster 
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Protestants ·an? Catl:J,oliGs are so widely\ spread 
through the province that it would be inpossible 
to please everyone. Besides, the IRA would see 
this as a bar to Irish unity , and the violence 
would continue. · · 

Northern Ireland is a delicate subject in Britair 
at the moment~ anyone expressing_ his -support of 
the republican cause is , under new govenunent 
rreasures, likely to be prosecuted as . a terrorist. 
When Paul Macartney released a single called 
Give Ireland Back to the Irish in 1971, it was 
banned fran broiidcast on the BBC. The bulk of 
the populaticn of Britain supports continued 
military presence in Northern Ireland, and 
would oppose total British withdrawal - they are 
UI}able to offer any alterz:ative. , . . 

But: withdrawal is . the 'only alte;!rnative . The 
violence will -not end while the British presence 
is maintained . Republican sentiment will not 
accept anything short of a fully independent 
Ireland. 

Conversely·, one might· argue, Protestant sentiment 
will not accept anything, short of continued 
ties with Britain. It must be accepted that 
British withdrawal will plunge Ireland into a 
major civil war in which casualty figures ·would 
dwarf the death toll~ of the past seven years. 
Furthernore, the Republic would not be ·able to 
suppcrt the heavily subsidised northern cOunties 
without initial British support - · the Republic 
is one of the poorest _nations in EU+Qpe . · 

However, in the l ong run ,· peace would cc:rre. 
This is the goal that republicans have been 
aiming for, and they would ao everything to 
ensure ~at the Protestan~ ~pulation was 
integrated, even if it rreant a federal system. 
Britain is norally qbliged to unite Ireland!. 
Protestants fonn only 22% of the total population 
of Ireland - at the ID?rrent it is that minority 
that is calling the tune, and that is norally 
reprehensible. 

Continued British presence wiil rrean seemingly 
interminable violence. Ireland has been 
Strugglillg for independence for 824. years, and 
it won't give up nc:M. • 

DI'Opinlo 
youl'local 

Hl. I'm Clive Green, Manager, Student 
Business for Barclays National at 

Rhodes. · · 

It's my job to help students - , 
advice, arr<lflging study loans, things 
like that . I know the problems. 

' There's · a Barclays· agency on 
cam 'pus. Call in,_ and make an appoint­
ment to see me. I 'm available during 
normal banking hours . 

If you've got a problem, don't 
. think twice about dropping in. 

D BARCLAYS 
Barclays National Bank Ltd. (Registered Commercial Bank) 

Lei~ gellhe pi'Ofesslonals 
working for the students of RRO~ES. 



to 
Is there a ~feminine mystique about the editor­
ship of Grorott's t1ail ? Why has there bee11- a 
succession of five women editors? Three former 
editors and the present editor provide an answer 
which would disappoint any Women's Lib supporter. 

Grocott 's Free Paper first appeared in May 1870, , 
less than a year after Thomas Henry Gro~ott had 
started a printing and stationery business in 
Graharrst=. There ·were three other newspa~rs 
circulating in Grahamst= at the t:irre - to 
beat the mnpetition, Grocott issued his 
newspaper free. 

In January 1872, the Free Paper becane the 
Grocott 's Penny Mail vowing to remain indepen­
dent in the face of religious rivalry and 
support the aims of the free press in the Cape 
Province. The neWspaper becane a bi-weekly and­
steadily increased its circulation. '+'he editor 
adopted the I!I)tto 'Liberty and Progress. ' 
Editorial policy, was active and far-sighted -
during the 18 80 I S 1 Surrounded by the bankruptcy 
of other newspapers, the Penny Mail announced 
that "journalism has a purely business side." 
The paper has attended to this ever since. 
Duiing the Penny Mail ' s anniversary in 1920, ·it 
inrorporated the Graham's Town Journal and 
becane Grocott ' s Daily Mai Z, the oldest news­
paper in the rountry. 

For 106 years Grocott's Mail has be€n run by 
the Grocott faffiily, =ers of the stationery 
business of Grocott and Sher:ry. 

Pasi:: editor Anita TEmple, the longest serving of 
the last five editors, was also one of the I!I)St 
experienced, having .worked on the staff of the 
Argus in cape T= before rorning to Grahamst=. 
She enjoyed her work as editor and sole staff 
rrernber of Grocott's Mail , although she had to 
get used to writing and working on her own. 
Collecting news, writing · .:;·tories , subbing them 
and wri ling headlines was invaluable experience. 

She learnt to cover a wide r ange of events. Ms 
Temple had to attend local rouncil meetings to 
publish full reports on ·them in Grocott 's, as 
well as news of clubs, societies and charities. 
Because Grocott's is only bi-weekly, it often 
· cove:g; news that has already been published 
in dailies. · · 

Another problem is that there is little space 
for news. Grocott 's Mail meets the minimum 
requirements set d=' by the Newspaper Union in 
its proportion of news space tO advertising 
space. 

Although different editors infltE11ce the tone 
of Grocott ' s , the paper dces not publish . 
editorial oPinion.· Ms Temple opposed this -
"Grocott 's should have a · strong voice . . . small 
t= newspapers have an inportant part to 
play M Grbcott 's does not do this well because 
there is little space and no e~torial line. 
It is hard for an editor who is merely passing 
. through . to try to make changes to the newspaper'. · 

ANITA TEMPLE 

·G.rocott's 
·Mail:, 

The paper 
with 
a .certain· 
dignified 
flavour 

Judging fran :Anita's experience 'Liberty and 
Progress " are bejng restricted by the absence 
of an editorial line, technical limitations and 
a shortage of space, while the comrercial aims 
of the newspaper and its role as an advertising 
organ rontinue to thrive. 

' 
The I!I)St inexperienced of all ·Grocott ' s women 
editors was Ms Jane Gaylard. She has an Honours 
degree in English frdrn Rhodes - as 1a result of 

. the many acquaintances .she had made in Grahams­
town, she was "handed the job of editor of 
Grocott , s Mail on· a plate, II when she cane baCk 
to Graharnst=. 

Jane worked at Grocott 's for e ight I!I)nths, from 
January 1975 until August. She eventually left 
because the Gdd hours did not fit in with her 
domestic life and th~ rearing of three young 
children. "I felt that I couldn't do the job 
properly, and as rorrespondent:' to irrportant 
organizations such as Sapa, I roulq not let 
such peOple d=." 

For these reasons Jane says that the job could 
be done far better by a man, but she gave two 
reasons why .the job is done by wcxren. "They 
do it because of the pay. · Although,. for a 
bi-weekly, tl1e salary isn't bad, and it .has 
been put up lately, a man can't support a fa:m-­
iiy on it." The serond reason is that the type 
of man likely to take on a part-t:irre job of 
this kind would be a student, carefree and 
hard~drinking. 

~'He would probably be outspoken and intolerant 
of the . works and the management. He would 
consider it an insult to his pride if he were 
told that he couldn't do something. Waren are 
better suited to the job because they do what­
ever they are going to do I!I)re tactfully." 

Jane isn' t in favour of sweeping changes at 
Grocott 's : "It' has a ceJ;tain dignified flav-. 

· our, it reflects Grahamst= - not Rhodes - and 
there are many old people '- retired, profess­
ional and farming people - who read ·it." The 
paper should remain bi-weekly, but it should be 
enlarged and have !IDre to offer. 

' She does think that . a · small change, the addi- -
tion of one part-t:irre person, would benefit the 
newspaper. "There could be I!I)re features, such 
as a regular on people · and what they do, and 
I!I)re Searching news, II 

Investigative reporting is an inportant task 
that Grocott ' s could perform. "The rouncils 
and boards need to be investigated and watched­
this would mean I!I)re searching and wide-ranging 
stories. An editorial could back up the 
investigative reporting, but it should be very 
subtle and in an inpartial tone." 

Jane sees· Grocott ' s role in Graharnst= as 
being on a smaller scale than that of ' any majo:r 
daily newspaper - to sift through life and 
hand it back to us, . shCMing us the problems, 
ills and interests in that society." Her 
theories for the ~eminine trend in Grocott's 
are far froni feminist but are rather tradition~ 
al - women editors are I!I)re suitable for the 
job and -preferred by the management because the:li 
are naturally ·I!I)re cooperative, and even 
submissive, in comparison to men. 

Ms Fiona Croeser has been editor of Grocott ' s 
Mail for eight I!I)nths. After graduating fran 
Rhodes, she had five years extensive experience 
in journalism, working 911 the Evening Post in 
East London, a Surrey rountry paper and as a 
feature writer for Personality in Durban and 
Johannesburg. 

"Grocott ' s would be an exciting paper to run on. 
your =, single-handed, i.f you could dictate 
the policy. " Fiona recognizes the paper' s 
short-rornings such as the format, the absence of 
photographs and an editorial, and the limited 
space, but regards them as Challenge~: "You 
must pack the rnaxirrurn n\lllber of small reports 
into the minimum space for the rraxirnurn news. " 

Fiona accepts the absence of an editorial: "If 
new to t<:Mn you can't. stick your neck out, 
although there are many potentially contentious 
local issues." She makes little use of hand­
outs. "The life blood of the newspaper corres 
in the form of small reports from societies -
I!I)St people buy the paper for this - they· like 
to see their comings and goings in print." 

Fiona' s attitude tCMards a male editor is 
s~lar· t~ Jane's: 'You oould put a lot more 
into the job if you had time ·- a man' s approach 
would be I!I)re news. He could rover , evening 
events because he wouldn't have a horne to run. " 

"The role cif Grocott's Mail in Graharnst<:Mn is 
· the sane as ,tpat of any local paper - an infor­

mation medium for the local residents. It is 
therefore unlikely to take a hard line on issues 
suCh as politics unless in doing so it were 
reflecting the interests o.f its readers. If it 
expanded it would lose its Character and its 
readership and it would be destroyed as an 
historic small newspaper. It thrives finan.,. 
cially and is a vital advertising medium." 

The I!¥Stery has thus been solved ~ women work 
for . Grocott's Matl because few men would accept 
such a lowly paid job; women are preferred 
because they put up with the restrictionS 
imposed on them. -·WOmen admit that men WJuld do 
the job I!I)re efficiently and that it isn't ·one 
of those jobs that depend on a ' feminine touch. ' 
The final blow tO womens lilibers and feminists -
sorre of the female editors have been so 
unliberated as to forfeit the job for dorrestic 
bonds . 

Lindsey Torr 



[· CINEMA· PREVIEWS 
A BLONDE IN IDVE (Czechoslovakia 1965). Directed . 
by Milos Forman. ) 
GLT Thursday 20 May 8pm. 

Milos Forman recently won an Academy Award for 
directing One Flew OVer the Cuckpo ' ~ Nest, his 

. film 'adaptation of Ken Kesey' s novel. 9scars 
themselves mean little, ·but the occasion .con­
firmed the recognition that Forman has been 
struggling to .receive since he made his first 
film 14 years ago. 

A Czechoslovakian, Forman is one of the few 
.directors trained at film school th~t has man- · 
aged to make an impression on world ~inema 
(Coppola, Polanski, and Wadleigh are three other> 
that coni.e to mind}.· He graduated from the 
national film school in Prague in 1955, and had 
to wait until 1962 before he -rnade ·his first 
feature. He made his third feature, A Blonde in 
Love·, in 1965. · 

The film revolves around Andula, a single. girl 
working at a shoe factory in a small town near 
Prague. The area suffers from an acute shortage 
of men (there are seven such towns in Cze.ch­
oslovakia- Forman visited -them all before 
choosing this location), A detachment of army 
recruits arrives in the town - Andula ~d her 
friends go to the dance in the hope ·of meeting 
some of them. She eventually settles for the· 
dance ball.d' s pianist, Milda. ' · 

After initila embaracSsni.bnt, they spend the night 
together. Later,. Andula follows Milda back to : 
R[ague. There she finds him taking out aJ!Other 

TOP : Milos Forman (stanaing left, behind _camera) 
on the set of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. 
ABOVE: Yves Montand (right) as Z. · 

English and, the 
Afrikaans writer 
The day has not yet cone when the Afrikaans 
writer must be .forced to write in English to 
escape the cef)Sorship laws, says Professor· 
Andre Brink of the Afrikaans departrrent. 

>vri ting in the Rhodes Institute for the Study· of 
English. magazine English in Africa, Prof Brink 
.says that if Afrikaans writers were forced to 
write in English, ':it would sign a . final death 
sentende for the language." · But he says "I · 
am =nvinced that if Afrikaans Writers act with 
enough · conviction and resourcefulness, trying 
to stay one step ahead of censorship all the 
time it may not be necessary to escape in Eng­
lish at all." 

Prof ·Brink says the other reaction to the threat 
of Afrikaans becoming an "exclusive political 
language" is to deliberately expand the s=pe of 
Afrikaans to "reveal and to prove that it is 
more than the shibbcleth ' of a factionn It be­
=mes a creative effort to substantiate what ' 

Van Wyk Louw rather ant>itiou5ly claimed in the . 
Thirties, namely that their is nothing, but 
nothing, which cannot be said in Afrikaans . " 

Afrikaans .writers, Prof Brink notes, have played 
an inportant part in Af:r'ikaaner circles . . "The 
writer used to fulfil fue time honoured function 
of the vates - probably _because in the very 
beginning of the languq.ge struggle, the: writers 
were also pcli ticaJ or natio11al leaders." 

girl. She returns horne. 

A.Blonde in Love' is serni-do~urnentary, like many 
other Forman films. The inspiration for. the 
·story carne from a girl he met in· Prague .who had 
the same problems as Andula. Only ol!-e of the 
actors he used, Milda, , was a professwnal 
Andula was his sister-in-law, and the soldiers 
were all friends from his schooldays. Despite 
the improvised feel of his films, they are in 
fact all carefully planned .- A Blonde in Love 
followed the script throughout. 

.The film was photographed by Miroslav Ondricek, 
·who has recently been working in Britain - he 
was director of photography on Lindsay 
Anderson's p,Lucky Man! 

z (France/Algeria 1968) . Directed by Costa- .. 
Gavras. With Yves Montand, Irene Papas, anq 
Jean-Louis Trintignant. Music by Mikis 
Theodorak.is. ' 

. GLT Sunday 23 May 7. 30pm 

I 
In an Uriidentifiea·Mediterranean colintry , .Z, a 
leading opposition member of parliament,_ is 
knocked down by a van after addressing a peace 
rally. He l ater dies in hospital. Investi-

· gations reveal that he in fact died from a blow 
on the head. The drivers eventually reveal that 
they are members of an extreme right-wing group, 
ari.d it is established that Z was murdered. 
Resisting public pressute,.the , ex~ining ~a~­
istrate arra,igns several · h1gh-rankmg off1e1als 
that are 'found to be involved. · 

But the advent of the "icbnoclast" Sestigers 
brought a drastic change_- bewilderment, =nfus­
ion and incredible hostility. · "The Sestigers · 
were different. fust of them had gone through 
the crucible 'of longelf or shorter sojoui::ns in a 
society totally alien from their own, namely 
Paris. This experience had becorre the only 
=rrnon denominator ~g thern: ess~tially an 
experience of existentialist agony; of being 
forced to re-examine everything previously 
taken for granted, including one's = identity, 
one's history, one's links 'w±th the camnunity." 

'l'he Sestigers wanted:,to write in Afrika:ans,. but 
their spiritua~ environment had changed s9 ·rad­
ically as to become alrrost "uncontainable" in 
Afrikaans. "en the sirrple level Af:tikaill'l$ laCk:-, 
ed ·an adequate vocabulary to eXpress the exist­
ential experiences; to say nothing about a 
vocabulary for the expression ·of (sexual) love." 

But the"youth and virility, the malleability 
of this young lan~age has' been one of the most -
exhilarating aspects about writing in Afrikaans. 
Evei:y sentence, to us , becatre a j ourn!?i'i of 
exploration. Every page we wrote was also a 
mapping of wild and new territories; in terms of · 
experience expressed, but pririlarily in terms of 
language, " P:rof Brink writes . 

Prof Brink notes that English has always fulfill­
ed an important function in the world of the ' 
1\frikaans writer - many of the 'earlier writers 
>uch as Eugene Marais and Louis Deipoldt wrote 
Ln ·English. 

I 
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"Z -he lives". Z is the unauthorised, and 
therefore officially discounteg version of the 
murder of left-wing Greek deputy Grigoris 
Larnbrakis in 1963. The incident was a major 
factor in the downfall of the Kararnanlis gov­
ernment, and so contributed to bringing about 
Greece's military junta, headed by a group of 
key generals in the army. Throughout z, there 
are yerbal and visual references that make it 
obvious that Costa-Gavras bases his script on 
the Larnbrakis affair - there are royal portraits 
on the wall behind the police chief's desk, and 
•Greek br\ffid names on beer bottles. 

Furthermore, I rene Papas is a Greek actress,; and 
Mik1s TI1eodorakis' soundtrack music can hardly 
be c~assed as anything but Gr?ek . . Perhaps 

' significantly, Theodorakis spent some years 
in detention in Greece, a victim of the regime 

•that Z attacks . . The- film ends with a list of 
activities, products, and people that the Greek 
junta banned - including the Beatles. 

Costa-Gavras is a French di~r, and z- is- tne 
only film he made that has had an airing outside 
France. He is something of a refugee from the 
New WaVe movement· of the 1950s and early 1960s, 

·but, despite,the fact that he uses Raour 
Coutard, •the New Wave's most -important camera­
man, on Z, he has never been regarded as a 
New Wave director. Neither does he fit into 
the contemporary French cinema, because he is 
no longer active as a film-maker - altogether, 
something of qn enigma. However, z has been 
widely enough acclaimed to assure him of a place 
in the textbooRs. 

·But during the Thirties two extrerre tendencies 
became· obvious. "On the one hand there was an 
increasing serise of lingUistic purism, degenar­
ating into puri tism: an exaggerated and often 
ridiculous fear of English influences on Afrik­
aans, resulting in a witdJ.:...hunt to eradicate all 
existing anglicisms fran the language. en the 
other hand it har:pened for the first time that 
an Afrikaans writer (Uys Krige), started writing 
with eaqual facility and equal felicity, in 

·beth Afrikaans and English as a matter of dJ.oice 
and not as a ' result of background or pcli tics. " 

' 
"For rriyself," Prof Ikink writes, "English has 
offered, above all, the challenge of a new 
medium: a challenge to myself to try to convey 
to a public rerrote. from Africa something of my 
African experience; but also a test of and a 
challenge to the language. It started with 
Kennis van die Aand where intrinsic 'and extran­
eous rroti ves =rrbined to create the challenge. 
It became, purely on the '.level qf the creative ' 
·process itse:bf, one of the rrost revealing eJq?er­
iences of my, life : not 'translating' the work 

· but rethinking, •i t in the framework of a new 
language; even more inportant perhaps, refeelin~ . . 
it."' 

Prof Brink · =ntll.rles : "The time' has passed 
when English and Afrikelaj'lS exist in iilsolaticn 
or in antagonism. They 'offer a singular dJ.all­
enge to the writer in either of them to disoove1 
rrore 'about their inner nature, more about him­
sel.f, and rrore about his continent." 
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RECORD 
REVIEWS 
. by Slipped Disc 

WALKER BROTHERS - No Regrets 
GTO Records GTLP007 ------------~--~-------

With their back-ccmbed good looks and evident 
lack of any particular music;:al allegiance, the . 
Walker Bros. -were a sort of mid-Sixties I British 
equivalent of Three Dog Night. Whilst never 
really indulging in a taste for their output of 
beaty pap (Land of a Thousand Dances , Dancing i n 
the Street, e t c .), and m:xxly croons (My Ship is. 
Coming In , Stay With Me Baby, etc.) , one had 
roccasi onafly' to admire the Walkers·' wil lingness 
t o go well beyond the nonnal pararreters of good 
taste in pursuance of chart honours. And of 
course it is undeniable that The Sun Ain ' t 
Gonna Shine Anymor e was, and still is, a 
bril~liantly successful testimony to, the Phil 
Spector School of Hit. Parade r:x:minance. Un­
fortunately the music of the reoently reformed 
Walkers has been largely ·=ved J:?y the passage 
of tirre, sophistication and, presurrably, the 
economic attractions of recording together · again 

Factually, Gary still pads away in the back­
ground, John emits precise but un-stylish har­
rn::mies and is · sometirres allowed to · m.calise up­
front and Scott is once rrore very nruch In Charge 
Only the material has changed, and ':whilst Mr 
Engel·' s larynX is capable of transforming even 
a nursery rhyrre into a rrelodic rronster, only , 
this album's title track displays what he is 
really good at. In fact as a single No Regrets 
~HDuld've assailed the Fab Forty with alacrity 
and is infinitely classier, in pop teDllS, than . 
the original Tan Rush version which was hastily 
re-issued (Rushed out?) alrrost before Scott 
could get his voice in the door. 

It's the strangest arrangerrent on the album, 
using massed strings, percussion and a downright 
seerihg Tcm!rf Li Puma (he of the Carpenters) 
style guitar solo that nice J ohn Maus appar-
ently peforrred very ·well on a Walker Brothers 
BBC TV appearance reoently I nrui::h to their -
surprise. In fact this record teeters on the 
edge of becoming a pop classic .... pity it never 
got the airplay. 

The rest of the rrenu includes material fran a 
suitably smart bunch of contenporary writers 
including Janis Ian, Donn.a Weiss, Kristofferson 
and (gulp) Mickey Newbury - the narres of the 
last two both m'isspelt on the sleeve, incidently 
Only Ms Weiss's Ho l d An Old Friend ' s Hand and 
the excellent Boulder 'to Birmingham are at all 
interesting, but there's. just not enough 
instrumental or vocal back-up behind the Main 
Man. It's as if they spent rrost of their budget 
making a real killer out of No Regrets , then 
discovered they only had 3J, hours left to 
record the rest of the album. 

Which is a sharre. There's always been a market, 
for strong, corrrrerc'ially Orientated versions of 
OOElns written by sane of the world' s rrore 
obs=e artists. And Scott and the boys h ave 
the voice and the pedigree to get it on -
Seventies style. Ins t e ad I guess i t 's back to 
the local talent club and so l o albums airred a t 
Springbok Radio mums. 

BOB DYLAN - Desire 

CBS 86003 ---------------

Desire begins with Hurf>icane , .·Dylan's 
account of ho.v black boxer Reuben Carter was 
false l y charged and jailed for nrurder. I don't 
kno.v ho.v many cuts of the song Dylan has made, 
but this is the dis co ver sion - congas, old­
fashioned rythm guitar and a tough violin. And 
lots t<,:> listen 't o while you bop. Dylan has gone 

1 back to the lyrical form of his earliest Jprotest 
stories :-- the tail is incredibly detailed as, 
without pause for breath, banalities ("AI;rl so 
Betty calls the cops/and they arrive upon the 
scene") are Corru:lined with generalities · ("If 
you ' re black yo~ might as well not shoW up on 
the s treets/ unless you want to draw the heat") 
and anger is touched with tenderness : 

Reuben could take .a man out with just one punch, 
But he never did like to talk about it aU that 
.much . 
"It ' s just .rrry job," he 'd say,"and I do it for 
pay, 
"And when it 's over I ' d as soon go on my way, 
"Up to some paradise . ... . . ," 

The whole thing is carried forward by Dylan's 
best r e lentless rronotone . Riffs don't bW.ld, 

' they r epeat, as injustice piles on injustice and 
the Hurrican' s story canes to its harsh con­
clusion: "an ,innocent man in a living hell". 
It isn't over though. Not until they clear his 
narre. This i s a living protest song. 

The last track on the album is a song to Dylan' s 
wife Sara: 

Sara, Sara, sweet virgin angel, 
sweet love of rrry life , 
Sara, Sara, radiant jewel, mystical wife . 

Dylan rerrernbers their life together - a family 
with children, B l_onde on Blonde courting days : 

I can still hear the . soun.ds of t hose methr!Jdist 
bells, · 
I'd taken the cure and just gotten through, 
Staying up for days in the Chelsea Hotel , 
Wr iting ' Sad Eyed Lady of the Lowlands ' for you . 

and each Ine!!Dry is punctuated with -love: 

Sar a, Sara, It ' s all so clear I can never forget, 
Sara, Sar a, Loving you is one thing I ' ll never 
r egret . 

The song ·iS a simple one, plainly arranged:... foUl 
line verses, two line chorus. It revolves 
around the narre itse lf: "Sa-ra, Sa-ra" is a 
chant, a hymn, a cry. Lyrically there are 
questions - "Whatever made you want to change 

_ your mind?" - musically the re_ aren't. Dylan is 
strong, and sure of the l ove he' s had . Don' t 
·think twice, it's alright. 

The . f~rce of Dylan's ~ia has always cane fran 
the tension between his public and private 
concerns , between the public and private 
expressions of. those concerns . Each musical 
change has reflected a reordering of a public/ 
prj_vate life, as the folJ<; singer becarre a rock. 
star becarre a myth-making recluse becarre a 

· comfortable and indulgent J ewish father. No.v 
he' s out of a home and on the bohemian road 

aga in, and 'the mixture's got a new shakedo.vn. 

Two irnciges from his . reoent tour: the Reuben 
Carter benefit gig, Dylan as politically ass­
ertive ; as certain of injustice as in his old 
and older days; and "Sara", sung night after 
night to strangers. 

.Dylan's life i s at a l oose end at the rrorrent: 
Desire i s filled with images of searching and 
losing and leaving, of lyalty and disloyalty . 
The tunes and chords and sounds are here to pin 
things down and keep tl:lem still. This music is 
made with special help from three new friends: 
Errrey'lou Harris, Scarlet River a , · and Jacques 
~vy. 

Enmylou :Ls credited with backing vocal s, but 1 

functions more as half a duet - notabl y on 
Mozambique (a s ingularly dumb love song) and 1 

Oh Sister (a lovely and dignified rebuke to -
unkindness) . Dylan has to discipiine himself 
t o s ing i n harrrony and his voice has never been ' 
bet ter. Th,e r esult is a folk r ather than 
C:ountry sound. 

Scarlet Rivera is a violinist and the key woman 
on the session. The violin is .the daninant 
instrument, filling the gaps and countering 
the voices. Ri vera ' s style is not rock or 
country, "but rrore a rreandering cafe fiddle., like 
sorreone who carre in late on a jam and is playing 
free-form slightly behind everyone else. 

Jacques Levy is an old mate of Roger McGuinn 
(they co-wrote Chestnut Mar e arrong others), and 
he's co-written every song here except Sara and , 
One More Cup of Coffee (Before I go) - with what 
effect I can't tell. Dylan's usual images 
abound, and his usual conver sational t unes. 

If one of Dylan's s~ills has been to make his 
private concerns public, without being mawkish 
or self-concerned, another has been to let us 
make hi s public worl d private, relevant to our 
individual concerns. I'm still in' the first 
flush of Desire , but I t:hiDk I'm going to be 
fond of it. Dyian sounds like a nice guy again. 
Sorreone to talk to - about the world and about 
ourse lves. 
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