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it has keen suggested already that this is an endeavour on

'your’part_to smear the police or an after thought, is it

a fact that you from prison were able to smuggle a note out

that reached the hands of your wife ultimately?--- Yes, I did.

the treatment that you had been receiving in making a state-
mept, was an application brought t. Courg,by your wife for the
purpose of interdicting them and having you produced?--- I
foun® all that out after I was released from 90 days, yes.
| The matter was ultimately settled.ﬁy an under-

‘taking being given by Counsel on behalf of the State that
no further interrogation would take place? --- Yes.

and is this the text of the note which you smug-
gled out, and it was part of the petition - that was attached
to your wife's petition she made to thc Court - to the Supreme
Court?--- Yes.

"1 was taken for questioning to the Grays yesterday
at lunch-time. When I refused to make any statment, I was told
to stand in one place and then the questioﬁing started. Anything

between two to six of them around you all the time. 1 stood for

28 hours without moving an inch from 12 p.m. yesterday until

4 p.m. this afternoon. It is quite clear that many, many people

have made full statements. (I fell twiEBl Had cold water thrown

over me and was pulled to my feet. It seems that most of the men

detainees here have been kept standing on their feet continuously.
for anything from betwecen 12 hours to 36 hours, and that most
have broken at one stage?i-- Yes,

"I nearly committed bloody suicide.by jumpiné out
of tbé’window, but instead, I have made a short statement.

Questianing under these conditions is the most terrible and

cruel form of torture. The language, curscs, threats are

too horrible, but the main thing is that I don't think that
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any one can stand on their feet for’more'than 36 continuous
hours and not break down. This is torture good and solid.

They laugh and almost bump you about when you complain.;;You
must:see (there is a portion blotted out) - You must sce what
can be done, or = miéﬁty row should be kicked up, but how?
I doubt if many will be able to take the standiné; One has
got to collapse. They threatened to keep me standing for

four days and nights or even longer. They are at their most

savage, make no mistake about it. What a jerribie thing “to \\

fall down senseless after 20 hours continuous, get water thrown

e —

OVE;TEEﬁ and up for another session. 1 can ﬂardly move. I am

. e s g

SO StIff and sore. It is just about the end of the road. My

fondest love to all of you, my darling, and don't judge pcople

-

tooquickly or harshly. This is real terror. I am convinced \\\

that shortly Whites will be assaulted by the S.P., and of ficers
are the worst. If I am not here tomorrow I will be blooddy standin%
again." Just one qu«stion. When you said "Don't judge people

too harshly," what weie you referring to? --- 1 am referring to

the fact that people might have been forced into making state-

ments about which therc might have been a lot of criticism.
And you wanted to indicate that the conditions

as such - that the outside world musn't judge people who might

be regarded as traitors too harshly?--- Yes,

NO FURTHER QUISTIONS BY MR. BERRANGE.

— — - ———

MR. BERRANGE CALLS ALCCUSED No. 3:

ELI WEINBERG, Affirms-hiscevidence:
EXAMINED BY MR. BERRANGE:

 Well, I think that. that being the case, I can
put the guestion to you directly. Are you a Communist in

your beliefs? --- Yes,

/Were...
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Were you a member of the Communist Party before it's
- before 1950 when it was a legai organizﬁtionﬁ--- I was.
Have you ever had any occas{on to change your views
" about Communism?--- No. |

Did yoﬁ becéme a membé?\of the Communist Party aft?r-
it had b=en declared an illcgal organization - that is subse-
quent to 19507--- No. /

Let's get on with your evidence, your back-
ground. You were born, I believe, on the 2§th of August,\i908
In Latvia?--- That is correct.

And you were 6 years of age when the first worid
war broke out, and as a result of the exigencies cef Wargir] !
believe that you were torn from your parents,and you wandered
around the countryside more or less as a waif?--- Well, I was
separated from my parents for sbout four years. . During a
portion of that time I was a waif and stray.

’And this was in the Baltic ?--- That is correct.

I think you were ultimafely sdopted, were you not?
-=-~ NOo, I found my way back tolmy parénts.

No, I don't mean in that sense. 1 am talking
aboute..?=== Yes, during that period I was a waif and stray,

I was being carted around for part of the time by a troup
of Russian soldiers. I was thg}r mascot,

You were their mascot? 'Cotact?' === Thzot's
right.

Now during this period what sort of impression
.did youhrecéive-about the effects and the consequences of
war?--- Well, war made a terrible impresson on me. Bven in
that time I remember well, chiefly, a lot of shooting, mud,
blood. I saw bodiecs, 1 saw bombardments. I was in places
_which were being bombarded. It wasn't a very pleasant

/experience...
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.experiénce.
| Have you evcr forgotten it?ff; Never.

Has it made a lasting impression upon your
mind?--- Yes. 7 %

ind what are your pres;ht views in régard to
war and violence? —--- Well, I hate war naturally. I don't
think anybody ioves war, and I alsofhate violence.

Now, you werec reunited with your family in
1918, that is after the war had concluded?--- That is cor-
rect,

And you later on went to school and jyou matril
culated in 1923 at the local high school?--- Yes, it w:=s either
in 1923 or 1924.

| Aind there after you'startad work, 1924/25?-—-
That's right.

ind what did then become your main interests at
that stage?--- Well, I was chicfly - I read a2 lot. 1 was
member of the cultural club .

Of a cultural club?--- That is corrept.

Yes?=-= 1 did a grcat deisl of reading perticular-
ly, and in those GdaySe...

What sort of reading?--- Well, in those days there
was a flood of anti-war litersture because people in Europe
were still suffering of the revolusions of the war, effect of
the war.

Ycs? -- .Lnd as a result of that reading I found
a great deal of socialist literature. 1 began to sce that war -
in order to really abolish wars, one had to build better so-
ciety.

In order to abolish wars you hzd to build a
better society, yes? —-- And... |

How did you think that could be brought about?

J/HOWe o o
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How did you come to think that could be brought about? -;-
That is how I became a Communist.

That is when you first became attracted fo the
idea of Communism?--- That is correct.

When you say you became a Oommug§st, 1 take it
you don't mean that you joined any party at tﬁét time?--- Well,

I was too young for that. I was only 16.

and, as you have already told usﬂ you have maintained
this peint of view ever since throughout the whole of your life?
--- 1 have.

I would be glad if you would endeavour to explain
to His Worship how this very anti powerful - very powerful anti-
war movement which swept throughout Europe after the first world
war and your own horror of war, your own desire to establish a
soclety which - in which wars would become .unnecessary, how did
that make you become interested in Commursm. What is the link
between the two of them in your mind?--- Well, I read a grcat
deal of socialist literature, as I said, and the teaching of
Marx w~ere to the effect that war is a result of a competative
society. Of socicty in which exploitation exists  of man by man,
nation by nation, and as a result of which wars arize between
nations, and I felt, as I learnt it from that literature, and
as I still believe today, that war can be eradicated by a
society in which expldatation of man by:man and‘nationuby
nation is abolished. In which domination of one nation over
another - one.race over another is abolished and destroyecd.

Now, in about 1925/26, I believe you joined the
Metal Workers Union?--- Yes.

«nd did you soen bcgin'to take an active
part in its work? --- Yes, I became very interested in Trade
Unions.

ind how o0ld were ,ou théﬁ?l-e— Lbout 18.

/f‘;bout. ..
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About 19. .And you say you then became interested
in Trade Unions and'Trade Union work?--- Yes.
At that early age?--- Yes,
Has that been your interest ever .since? --- Yes,

it has dominated practically my whole life.

. N
Now, Llater on, two or three years later, - I don't

want to go-into it in full, but some type of legidlation was being
threatened to declare the Trade Union Movement illcgal in the
Republic of Latvig?--- Correct.

ind the Trade Union Congress,to which your Union
was affiliated determined to call a general strike?--- Yes.

On %the day on which the proposed banning bill was
t0 be discussed in Parliament? --- That is correct.

ind in the course of this you were arrested in
preparations for the strike?--- I was arrcested e¢eeeecee

and you were later on released without being charged?
-——— Yes.

ind on your return from gaol you were re-employed
by your organization?--- By the firm for which I was working,A
yes.

In due course the gzeneral strike took place, and
you were arreged whilst addressing a meeting of workers? --- On
the morning of the strike, yes. |

This is all Trade {Union wofk?--- That is correct.

Later on this bill was withdrawn ?--; fes.

and you were brought to trial later on with a
large number of other people, and you were acquitted?---

That is correct.

48 a result of_all this, did your parents per-
suade you that it was time for you to leave the country? ---
Well, chiefly because I lost my job after that.

| You lost your job as a result of having been

L« .
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in gaol? =-= For four monthe, yes. My job wach't kept open
and T lost my job, and my parente then percuaded.me w leave
.the*@ountny. e . /’., , |
«nd you arrived in South &fgiea then in 1929, ig
did you notP=== De@émb@r, 1989 &
At the age of 227 22/5%@1@ where around th%l’@?
--= That is correet, yes.

Now, prior to your arryval here, had you aleo
taken an intercst in photography¥=== Yea,

4nd when you arrived in S@utgﬁgfriéa did you
obtain employment?==- Yes, I took up a jobk ag a ph@t@g?aphi@
worker in Kroonstad in the Free state, '

You worked there for eix or seven months, I believe,
and then you moved to Natal?=== That ig correet.

| and you worked on sdﬁe gtorce on the eoal mines in
Ntal?=-=- That is correct.

Did you travel around the count®y a lotP=== Yeg, I -
broke my employment on quite a few occasions in @?dé? to travel
~round the eountry and to get\a@quéinted.

You were a strangér to ghie 1and?===‘Yea, 1 wég.

and ou wanted to find out, 1 take it, something
more about the country to whieh you had nuw come?=== Yeg,

And sincery@ur'arrival’in South .Afriea, and
ever since, what has been your reaction to the way in whieh
the non=White is t.e: ted in this country? === Well, I was hor=

rified at the outset at the treatment of Non=Hurepeans.

YegT=w= I w s particularly horrified at thinge
which I very often saw of callousness and brutality on the part
of Whites towards non=Whites. They occurred very often in iy
experience, and with the background that I had of the upbring=
ing and the things that I had learnt of human %ia
Hdnges .. .
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In your own country? --- These things shook me.,'

They shook you?--- They aurt me. g
They hurt you. In other words, 1 take'it you f ound

it impossible to equate these attitudes with-the Liberal and

the humanitarian positions in which you had becen hought up?

—= That is correct. N

And what about racialism. ‘What was your reaction
to that? You are a Jew, are you not?--- I am. Yes, well, 1
have always been opposed to rac;alism’;n any kind of form. 1
dislike the theories of racial superiority of one man over
another. I think they are barbarian, and séfége, an%thej ;
have nothing to do with humane 1deas. i

Did you hcve any experience of racial discriming=-
tion as a Jew, or did you see any racial discrimination as a
Jew in the countries in Europe?--- Yes, I have seen. 1 have
experienced that myself nsturally, and I had heard a great
deal of the persecution of the Jews during the (?) in Russia
and sO on.

Now, did you make it your business to study the
history of South .ifrica?--- Yes, I took a great interest in it.
I learnt to speak Zulu. I read a _reat deal about the histdry
of South /[frica. Many books, I spent a lot of money on books
at the time in order to acquaint myself with the background
of the country, with the pclicies. With per.... history etc.

And in the early 1930's some where around gk %
or '32, did you meet anybody who made a deep impression
upon you?--- I met Mr.Champiun, who was - I think his initials
are ... .

Weiie? === W,.L.G. Or something like that. 'I met

him in about 1932, and he was an official of the - I think of

the I1.C.U. and also associated with the /[(frican National Con-

gress. |
/I....
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I think you should eiplain to.His Worship the
position of the I.C.U. 'what it was, what it ...? -- < The
I.CU. was an orgsnization of ..frican Workers whioh started
off Targely as a Tﬁéds Union Organization. A

YegP—w—=— L sorf_of gencral workers Uhion. 'Lnd,
Mr. Champon was, as I say associated wita the I.C.ﬁ., and
also with the ;.N.C."and I met him and he - I questioned
him é great deal about the political aspirations- of the
african people, and he Lavé'ﬁe a very iﬁférustihg picture

-of the feelings of political coneaious wfricans.

THE COURT .LDJOURNS.

THE COURT RESUMEZS - APPEBARLNCES .S BRFO.E.

ELI WEINBERG (Still under his former affirmation):

EXMIN,LTION BY MR. BERR.NGE (CONTD.):

Before the adjournmént we were talkinq about your
meeting ard your discussions with Mr: vhampion?=-- That's cor-
rect.

He "was a prominent .frican lcader in t .ose days,
was he not?=-- Yes. I believe he is still s prominent leader
today. |

No, I haven't heard of him for a long time. .And
as a result of this interview with lir. Champion, what did
you d0? === Well, he ...

Or the interviews I should say? =-- No, it was
a short interview. I met him for about two or three hours.

He gave me a list of .frican news-papers sand suggested that
I might set information about .frican politics from those
papers.

Yes?=== nd as a result I subseribed to a
number of these papers. | "

Yee? --- lmongst them was a paper called"Umzebenzi, "
| [/ whieh,..
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which at the tise was heing published-in Johannesburgi:by the
Communist Party.

Now I believe tnay’towards the middle of 1932,

you moved to Johannesburg?--- 1 did.

ind then you worked for zbout ninc months es —

a secretary to a Jewish organization?--- That .is so. .

What did it have zs it's object?=-- It was a
committec actually whose furpose wzs to raisc funds for
the rehabilitation of Jews in Russia.

.nd was it during tﬁis time that you joined thel
Communist Party of South .frica?--- I think in about July or
sugust, 1932. |

ind did you remain a member until it was dis-
solved in 1950?--= That is correct, |

Now, carly in 1933 did you move again? --- Zarly
in 1933 I moved to Capetown, snd - wher: I worked for a nuﬁber
of ycars. For about 6 or seven years.

and did you act as a secretary for any committee?
--—- I was secretary Qf the committee for th. relief of victims
of German Nazism. That was a committee consisting of ...

It wae a very broa’ committee, wasn't it? --- 1t
was a very oroad cozmittee. It consisted of representatives
of church organizations, tae Labour Party, the érade Unions,
Communist Farty and+various.othcr orzcanizations. I can't re-
member them all. | :

»nd you say that your iuntcrosts have always been
in Trade Union Work?--- Yes.

iAnd towards the end of '33, did‘you take up another
post?--- I think it was to ards thg end of '33 or the beginning
of '34, I topk up a post as secretary to the Gzrment Workers
- Union in Capetown.

In Japetown?--- . .nd later 21so0 I became secretary

i S

- : r/
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.nd was it during tﬁis time that you joined thel
Communist Party of South .frica?--- I think in about July or
sugust, 1932. |

ind did you remain a member until it was dis-
solved in 1950?--= That is correct, |

Now, carly in 1933 did you move again? --- Zarly
in 1933 I moved to Capetown, snd - wher: I worked for a nuﬁber
of ycars. For about 6 or seven years.

and did you act as a secretary for any committee?
--—- I was secretary Qf the committee for th. relief of victims
of German Nazism. That was a committee consisting of ...

It wae a very broa’ committee, wasn't it? --- 1t
was a very oroad cozmittee. It consisted of representatives
of church organizations, tae Labour Party, the érade Unions,
Communist Farty and+various.othcr orzcanizations. I can't re-
member them all. | :

»nd you say that your iuntcrosts have always been
in Trade Union Work?--- Yes.

iAnd towards the end of '33, did‘you take up another
post?--- I think it was to ards thg end of '33 or the beginning
of '34, I topk up a post as secretary to the Gzrment Workers
- Union in Capetown.

In Japetown?--- . .nd later 21so0 I became secretary

i S
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of the Sweet Workers Union when that organization was fg;ed.

I em afraid I didn't hear you?--- I said later I
became secretary of the Sweet Workers Union wheﬁ fhat Uﬁioh was
- formed. I helped to organize_it.

| iAnd you thereafter boecame 1nv0$(sd in Trade Union
Work? =-- For the next 20 years. |

ind I believe that you have devoted all your poli-
tical work in the Trade Union field ever since?--- That is cor-
rect;

This has been your speciality, your liféé--- Yes,
it-was my profcssion. I was a Trade Union Secretary for 20
years' for various organizgtions.

Well, this is not contentious, I will just lead
you on it. From 1933 to 1939, I believe you, were secretary
of the Garment Workers Union in Capetown as also Secretary
of the Sweet Workers Uni&n in Capectown?--- That is correct.

ind, from 1939 to 1940, you werc secretary
of the Garment Workcrs and .he Swe:t Workers Union in Port
Slizabeth?-- That -s correct.

ind from 1940 to 1943, you then became an agent
of the clothing and industrial council for the Transvaal?=--
That is correct.

4nd from 1943 to 1953, you were secretary of

the National Union of Commercizl Travellers?-—--- Yes;

ind have you served on many Trade Union committees?

--= Y2g, I was also a2 member of the national executive committee

of the S... Trades and Labour-Council.

For about how many years?--- For about 7 years.
iAnd many other committees.

Now, you hzve told us thaf in 1950 the Communist
Party was dissolved, and you ceaced to be a member?--- That is
correct.

PR i
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So far as you can remember we.e you ever an of-
ficial or an orfice bearer of the Party, in the Partj? —— 1
don't think so. I can't remember exactly, bdt/i have no recol-
lection of having werved as an officer.

Your work was confined pain;y to Trade Union Work?
--= If T did at any time serve perhaps fof a short period 1 wouldn't®t
deny it, but I don't think I was an bfficial.

4nd in due course you were 51aced on the liqdidators
listl} that was after the introduction of the Sgppression of

=

Comminism act?--- Yes,
i Now, in 1953, I believe you received cxtain

banning notices, if we may call them that?--- Yes, in 1953 1
received a notice ordering me to resign from the National
Union of Commercial Travellers, and from the S... Trades and
Labour Council, and also banning me from attending gatherings.

Well, how did you then endeavour to make a living?
--= und then I became a professional photographer.

and have you continued with .tuis profession or
occupation up to the pre-ent date?-=- Until today, ,ses.

snd I think it wes in about July, 1953, thdt
your first banni.z notice became invalid as a.result_of some
Supreme Court decision, was it not s0?--- Well, I am not sure
of the date. No . think my ban was issued’ in July, '53, but
the ban was made invalid shortly after that by some Supreme
Court decision. I can't remember what case it was, but it
made the ban invalid.

So for a short time you were thereafter no longer
on the list of banned people?--- No.

And in 1956 I believe you were served with a
further banning notice?--- TYcs, well, now there again I am
not sure of the date. It might have been '55, tut thereabouts,

in '55 or 1956, I was issucd with another notice banning ﬁe from

/attending...




“Belt 206/JvS. | 2187,

So far as you can remember we.e you ever an of-
ficial or an orfice bearer of the Party, in the Partj? —— 1
don't think so. I can't remember exactly, bdt/i have no recol-
lection of having werved as an officer.

Your work was confined pain;y to Trade Union Work?
--= If T did at any time serve perhaps fof a short period 1 wouldn't®t
deny it, but I don't think I was an bfficial.

4nd in due course you were 51aced on the liqdidators
listl} that was after the introduction of the Sgppression of

=

Comminism act?--- Yes,
i Now, in 1953, I believe you received cxtain

banning notices, if we may call them that?--- Yes, in 1953 1
received a notice ordering me to resign from the National
Union of Commercial Travellers, and from the S... Trades and
Labour Council, and also banning me from attending gatherings.

Well, how did you then endeavour to make a living?
--= und then I became a professional photographer.

and have you continued with .tuis profession or
occupation up to the pre-ent date?-=- Until today, ,ses.

snd I think it wes in about July, 1953, thdt
your first banni.z notice became invalid as a.result_of some
Supreme Court decision, was it not s0?--- Well, I am not sure
of the date. No . think my ban was issued’ in July, '53, but
the ban was made invalid shortly after that by some Supreme
Court decision. I can't remember what case it was, but it
made the ban invalid.

So for a short time you were thereafter no longer
on the list of banned people?--- No.

And in 1956 I believe you were served with a
further banning notice?--- TYcs, well, now there again I am
not sure of the date. It might have been '55, tut thereabouts,

in '55 or 1956, I was issucd with another notice banning ﬁe from

/attending...




 Belt 206/JvS. e

attending gatherings.
_ l ind can you remémberwwhen the - wheh-this‘Potice
expired?--- .¢ell, approximaéely 196C or 1961. 3
: ind thereafter you were served with new banning—
orderéj were you not?--3 Then I was served with a new drder
on the 1lst or 2nd of November, 1963.
So there ggain between 1961 or '62 until 1963,
you were again without...?--- Without restriction.
Now the last ordgf that was served on you in J
November 1963 was an orderw.ich also confined you to the
mégisterial areg of Johanhesburg?--— Yese. |

And required you to report tc the police once

a wecek? =-- That's c9rrect.

Now although you became a professional photo-
grapher round about 1953 or '54, betwcen that period, '53
until 1963, did you devote?ﬁeal of time to assisting‘Trade
Unions?--~ Yes.

Of what nature? ---Well, T d4id a lot of work
for - in connection with .frican Trade ‘Unions.

_es?--- I helped Lfrican Trade Unionists to draw
up representations to lawyers, to wége boards, Industrial Councils,
I helped them draw up various mcmoranda in similar representa-
tions to the Government. |

Yes? =-= I also advised them in negotiations.

I advised them what steps to take in order to secure for them-
selves better conditiouns. | |

Yes? === I did quite a lot of writing at the time
too for the official organ of the S... Congress of Trade Unions,
the Workcrs Uﬁity,

That is what nas becen referred to in thic trial

as S.4.C.T.U.? === That.is correct. Also towards the end of -

Vi 7t
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I beg|YOur pardoﬁ, at the beginning of '63, I accepted a posi-
tion of reprcsentative of the Laundry Vbrk)é;:‘s Union on the
Industrizsl Council for tbe Laundering Industry in order o
assist them to negotiate a ncw agrecment.

4 new wage agreement? --- "L new wage agfeement.

And you generally gave-advice and assisted the
Trade Unions cohstahtly where ever a#d as often as you could?
—=- Yes.

Did yau get into contact with,Mr. Beyleveldt
during the period that you wecre assisting_the S.L. Congress
of Trade Unions? --- Ycs, he was at one stage President of '
the Congress of Trade Unions. He was also secretzry of the
Textile Workers Union, but in addition to that, I had business
dealings with his wife. I took photographs for his wife's firm,
and in the process 1 saw quite a2 lot of hnim as his offices.

Were ycu ever asked to join -shail we call it the
new Communist Party, the Coumunist Party that was an illegal
organization?--- Ycs, I ias approached in - I think 1953 to
join the - well, I wzs told it was a newly frmed Communist |
Pary and I was askcd whether I would bé prepared to join.

Who asked you to join? --- Mr. Harold Wolpe.

4nd did you have g discussion with him in rcgard
to the advisability of your so joininé tais party? --- _.es,
I did not agree to join because I pointed out to him that
in the first plzce 1 had just lost my job, and that I was
fully occupied with building up a profession for myself,
a practise which tcok up a 1ot of my time. J4lso I said to
him that I was chiefl, interested in Trade Union Work, as
I had been all my life, and that if I had any free time,
I would want tc devote it to that, particularly so as there
were very few expecrenced Trade Unionists left at the time
who could assist in this work.

- [ADB e
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=== Yes. Unsuccessfully prosecuted.
Yes, well, I will deal Avith tan 1o & HOReHY:
&nd/the raids on our house for instance, books md MQ
records and all sorts of things, I take it were taken away C
by the police?=-- Yos, {\\~ ~
ind whet happened t0 them? === Well, these thingé'
were taken awa over severalosiraids, but after a;period I in-
structed my attorncys to demand the return of theso th.ngs,
and I was then 'phoned by an officff from The Grays %o come
and feteh it, and 1 got«.. % ¢
and they were ultimately returned?---!Well, therc
were a few things missing, and some grammpipdodc records were
hroken, but I didn't make a fuss about it. I just accepted it
SO ‘
and in 1955/56 I think you were twice char.ed with
illegally attending gatherings in contravention of your ban#-u—
Yes, I thik those¢ were the years. 1 can't ranember exaét dates.
I am vague, but some\wheré around therec.
What happoned on the occasion of the fi st charge?
-~~~ I was acquitted and in the -~ in passing his verdict, the
court coumented on the fabrications of tne police witncésos.
Very scalingly.
In rather scaling termg?--- Yos.
That was purely an issue of fact as between you
and the police witnesses?#-- That is correct. 4
| And on tho second occasion? <<~ I think on the |
second occasicn the State withdrew the case ultimately.
and during the state of emérgonoy in 1960, were
ydu detained?-~=~ Yes, my wife and i. Both of us.
: For how long? == For about three months.
ind wore any charges over preferred against you?

- No. | | /Lﬂdc ‘e
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and was any literatu;é, or were any érticles ever E
found in your house of an incriminatory nature, wiich would justi— ‘
fy the bringing of a proéeoﬁtion'against syou in-terms bf the Sup-
pression of Communism LCct? --= %Wecll, with thsz exception_of the
things that Were‘fouﬁﬁl that were tzken away in the early ;gids
and which were returned to me% :
Yes? -—- Nothing whzatsoever,
Now, tha;;‘we:e particularly scevere restrictions

which had been imposed upon you in November, 1963, -wer: they

not?--- Yes,

You were still inter:sted in your Trade Union work
to which you devoted your life?--- . es.

and how were you able to, or how did yom think of
carrying on this sort of work, because aftcrall, you can't carry
on work in a vacuur, yuu have ot to meet pedple?——- Well, like
many other people at ‘the time who found themselves in that posi-

tion, I looked around for a/

place where to have meetings, where
I could have meetings unobserved by the police.

Mzetings with whom?--- Well, with Trade: Unionists,
Trade Union officials.

Yes?=--= [nd I asked some of my friends for - whether
they could help me with :© places likely.

iere you the‘ohly person, afterall, you knew what
was happening ddring thesé years, were you the only person who
found yourself in this difficulty of not being dble to meet people
unless you were able to find secre: places in which to do s07-—-
No,'I bzlieve that was gdng on all the time. I was being asked
whe ther I could help somebody with a piace very of ten.

Thie was common throughout t he whole of the Move-
ment?--- That is correct.

To use Kr. Lud.'s exprcision, in the wider sense?

--- Yes., Wecl., it was certainly common amongst Trade Unionists.

Vi | PR
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ganization?=-- Yes.
And still is?=== Sﬁ-ll is, yes.
But you say thexe were about 30 or 35?a£ft0¥ﬂll'

who were banned and couldn't meoh and :I.f tmy were to om
on, how would they have to carry on? --- iell, tLqr only could
discuss the problems and meet~with each other and with myself
in secret. . l s
With dhe:s and with yourself in secret?--- Yes.
SO you say you were looking around , as SO many

other people were, for places in which you so could met in

-

w

secret?=--- Yeg, :

Now, one of the people who you approached,
underetand was Mr. Julius Hiyerson?-q- Xee, that wes corrects
I asked Mr. Meyerson whethq¥~he could lend me his home for

a meeting. iR “ .
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Now I take
--= Yes, I did.
. | Did she  ever mai:e”‘" any requ:stof you ? ---Mrs.

~

Bernstein, like others, asked me whether I odﬁfi%suggiit*a'-A-f?? -

place to her*wbere she could meet some women. She ﬂti&ftﬁﬁt“*l

L -4

she was interested to mcet some membe s of the S.... Federation

of Women, and they wecrc persons who were banned from attending L s o

gatherings. ' i

.,

- Yes?=~~ /nd she said that could I suggeét a place

where she could have such a mceting.

Yes? --- Well, I gave - I arranged to give hukéihi‘ T;ﬁf
: key of that place. I gave her the key of tha place. Clagit
Thzt is of Mr, Meyerson's flat?—-~W!hat“ie_er~ B %f

- rect, yes. ' ; | ”

s

Thet is at 82 Twickenham Court) I believe the
address is?--- That is correct. 5 ey




was before the passiag of the Sup
and as I remember it on the adv

had a*general mccting at whiabrf‘-"‘;the' dé@fﬁmmmw =
dissolve the Party. o s

r

ind, the new organization of which we-have been -

| told, was that a continuation of the old Party, or was it..? % |
& —= Not as far as I know.
48 far as youare aware the old party was dis-
solved completely?--- That is correct. . "
Mr. Weinberg, I notice you did not take the oath. d
* I take it that is in line with your Commudist bOlSeEs?--- Well, |

I affirmed. I affirmed because I think this is an occasion

:?.;- :"5_ when I have to undertake to undertake the truth, and I haves ..

. - Yeé, I am concerned more with your not

the cath?--- Yes, I am an -amz;at; 0
- Yes, that is in line

........ Well, I suppose so. Many people mw 1th m::::».,
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a remnant of the past which would dic out with the advance of

mankind.

. Yes, but reason oﬁ\the dialectical materialist
outlook all belicfs in shall we Ball them Gods and all beliefs
in God 2nd in religion and such matters should be eliminated?
-== No, I think the point is the#% he rcgarded it is necessary
for a Cormunist to have his mind freed cf these remnants of
outlbok, and he did not think, and I don't think anybody
would think that one can eradicate religions which are
thousands of years old with the wipe of a pen, |

Yes, but he did suggest that religion was one of
the superstiticus elcments that had to bc donc away with?—--
It had to be eradicated from the m.nds of Communists,.

By process of cducation and so on?=-- That is cor-
rect.

I notice that you were a member of the old Party
from 1932 to 19507 -=- Yes.

S0 you had quitc a long spell in that Party?---
Yes. A

And 1 takg it in the course of the years you rose
to a position of seniority, didn't you? -—- I was a rank and
filer practically all the; timc. |

Yes, but in your field of activitywith the ?raaé
Unions, I take it you bccame awery prominent member?--- Well,
I was ap.ointed to gquite important positions in the Trade.Union
Movement by the Trade Unions. |

4And your task was to organize the Trade Unions?
--= Yes, that wcs my profcss.on,

ind you had to do it along the Communist lines?
--= 1 had to 40 it along thc lines laid down by the members of

the Unions who employed me; which very often w7as against

/Communist...
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Communist lineg?i=—- . . ',

Yes, but then you would have had a special task of
educating them in rcgerd to the merits of Communism?---Yes, I
always <ried to educate_ the mezbers of the Trade Unions, that
is true. .

I don't want to go into too many details, but
basically it is the Comﬁﬁnist tecaching that the workers
should really adopt the leading role in the fight for 1ibeqation
to effect the change cver from the Capitalis% system to the
sociaglist system?--- I believe in that, 'es. |

ind in that sense your position ia the Trade Unions
was a very important one, because¢ you had to assist in the
mobalizing and training and teaching of the workers?--- Yes,
it was important.

4ind I take it you nmust héve subscribed to the basic
analysis of capitalism as an evil?--- I subscribed to the Com-
munist doctrine.,

ind I~think you said you hold those views and still
do? --- Todays, yes.

But what I want to ask you is do you regard your-
self as an authority on Trade Unionism in South Africa? --- Well,
perhaps not at first but after some years - 1 wouldn't say an
authority, but I had a great deal of expericncee == 7., = ¢

. Yés, and a_great deal 6f knowled@e--- Yes, I think
8Q5 sone accumulates that.

And I take it that - well, the banni:ig or the
‘diSSOlution of the Communist Partydid'nOt affect ,our views
in any way? --- In what direction? |

Jour political views?--- No, as 1 said I retained
those views all my life.

ind you have His Worship, I think a bit of

/information...
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information about the I.C.U. Movcment, but jpu did not dealqy
with the later Trade Union Movement. T th;nk it is called.the
non-Buropean Trade Union Movemznt? --- Jell, therc were several
non-Euroovcan Tfade Union Organizations. There was at one time,
when I first caﬁe o Johannesbd}g, there was still an organiza-
tion called the African Federation of Labour, and then later during
the war - during the second wor}d war, tuere was an organization
that gpew up in Johannesburg particularly, called the non-
European Trade Union Councill,

Yes, but I am thinking of..?n—- Sorry, 1t was called
the Tramvaal Council of Non-Buropean Trade Unions. j

Yes, but which was the fo:re runner of the S..L. con-
gress of Trade Unions? --- Well, that histor, is a little in-.
volved. The Transvaal Council of non-European Trade Unions
continued a short while after the S..L. Congress of Trade
Unions came intobcing. The S.... Congress of Trade Unions
came into being as a result of the dissolution of the S..L.
Trades and Labour Gouncil, which was = wulti racial body of
Trade Unions. -

{05?-—- That body was dissolved because of pres-
sure from White Trade Unions who wanted to eliminate the
African Trade Unions, and a group of 13 unions, I think it
was 13 unions, then progeeded to form smongst themselves the
S.L. Congress of Trade Unions, which the Transvaal Council
of non-European Trade Unions then joined.

Yes, and when the S... Congress of Trade Uniocns
was formed, did you become a member of it?--- No.

Did ycu have some affiliatipn?--; Well, I acted
as an advisor. - |

Yeg?--- I was consulted. Very often people came
to me with problems, with various questions. |

Yes., Can you tell us what was the purpose of

/fOrmnge ..o
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Yes, but I am thinking of..?n—- Sorry, 1t was called
the Tramvaal Council of Non-Buropean Trade Unions. j

Yes, but which was the fo:re runner of the S..L. con-
gress of Trade Unions? --- Well, that histor, is a little in-.
volved. The Transvaal Council of non-European Trade Unions
continued a short while after the S..L. Congress of Trade
Unions came intobcing. The S.... Congress of Trade Unions
came into being as a result of the dissolution of the S..L.
Trades and Labour Gouncil, which was = wulti racial body of
Trade Unions. -

{05?-—- That body was dissolved because of pres-
sure from White Trade Unions who wanted to eliminate the
African Trade Unions, and a group of 13 unions, I think it
was 13 unions, then progeeded to form smongst themselves the
S.L. Congress of Trade Unions, which the Transvaal Council
of non-European Trade Unions then joined.

Yes, and when the S... Congress of Trade Uniocns
was formed, did you become a member of it?--- No.

Did ycu have some affiliatipn?--; Well, I acted
as an advisor. - |

Yeg?--- I was consulted. Very often people came
to me with problems, with various questions. |

Yes., Can you tell us what was the purpose of

/fOrmnge ..o
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forming the S... Congress of Trade Unions?--- To perpetuate and

to continue the principle of a non-Racial Trade Union Organization.
4nd to unitc ths old bodies of the old movements that

had existed beforeé --- To bring together all those Trade Unions

who approved of thé principle of ﬁSn racialism.

Now, you say you wore an advisor to the S.su. Cong}css
of Trade Unions?--- iwell, perhaps I, chose the wrong word. I wasn't
appointed as such, but I was acting in that capacity. 1 was
asked for advice from time to timc and I was asked to assist
from time to time in various activities. .

Yes, I mean apart from having written articlds for
the Workers Unity, did you also help with the lecturing and so
on?-=- NoO,

Drawing up of lecturcs? --- No.

Why not?--- I wasn't askcd to do that.

Yos, but did you ever sce lectures drawn up by the
S.4. Congress of Trade Unions? --- I think I did, yes. |

| and did you ever make use of them? ——- No, I had no
occasion to make use of them. | |

Didn't you hold classes to schobls?-;- I didn it run
any classes.

Weren't you cver invited to leccture at such classes?
-1 think ther: we;é one or twWo occasions when I was invited
to speak to groups of people on specific problems. I didn't
regard them as classes. Well, for instance, on one ogcasién
I was asked to .speak to a group of people on the relafionship
between the S.... Trade Uni.ns and the I.L.0., and things like
that.

I.L.0. was the International Labour Organization?

—- Yes, that is correct. -

Yes, and the other occasion:? —~== Well, I am afraid

I can't remember really. This is over a long period, but

/there...,
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I arrived in this country.

Now, apart from being a member of the Communist
Party, did you also support the organization called The Friends
of the Soviet Union?--- Yes.

’MAnd I think youdare in a better position to tell us
what the purpose of that movement was?- - Well, as I remember, it
was an organization to foste; friendship between South .ifrice
and the Union of the Socialist ... Republics, to acquaint the
peoples of bofh countries with each other's point of view,
with opinions prevailing to exchanée cultural - to hzve cul tu-
ral exchanges and so on. I think it was the'purpose largely to
createc an atmosphere of friendship and understanding.

Yes, and wasn't it also it's object to always. to put
forward the point of 'view of Russia in order to create sympathy
for its views? -=- %Well, their purpose was to acquaint the ﬁfﬁfrican
public with the point of view of the people of the Soviet Union.

Yes, but my point is that the Friends of the Soviet
Union didn't really adopt an entirely ncutrzl attitude. They
adoptéd a possitive atﬁitudé of stating constantly and positively
the Soviet Unicn's stand point?—;— Well, in my view that was theilr
parpose. They were to present to the people of South Lfrica the
point of view and the attitude of the people of the Soviet Union.

Yeg now that organization...?-- May I say ..... con-
verscly they also endeavoured'to present the various points of
view prevailing in this country to the people in thé Soviet Union.,
If I remember rightly ther  werec exchanges. They sent publicafions
from here, they sent some pambphlets, booklcts all kims of things.

When was that movement or orgaﬁization formed? ---

I am afraid I don't remember that.
ind when did it change its name to South Lfrican

Society for Peace and Friendship with the Soviet Union? v Well,

P 4 O
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I don't like to be held down to dates, but I thirk it was
during the war. During the second wond wargg f 3

And did you remain a member of that society ?

-—= 1 think I did. I know tﬁét I was ‘asked. for donations from
time to time, and I gave them willingly, and well, some how or |
other I wasn't very active in iﬁ at any time. I wasn't active in
it at all, and I don't know. I\ﬁean in the ¢nd nothing happencd
any further.

Didn't you also attend the annual celebrations,
you know celebrating the..?--- You, know those referred to in
Mr. Schermbrucker's evidence?

Yes?=-- 1 think I went to Pretoria on one occasion
and I think I attended a celebration at the Consulate fn Cape-
town on one occasion.

Wasn't it thc object on these occasions to put
forward the October revolutioﬁ as a good example to the workers
in fhis country? They should follow the same lines in order to
get freedom and liberation? --- We¢ll, I don't know. The object
of these celebrations which were formal official celebrations
of the reprcsentatives of the Soyiet Government, I assumed were
to celebrate an event of great i portance to the Soviet people.
My own object in attending was because 1 believe in socialism,
and I am interested in the advances and the progress of sociaiist
countries.

No, I don't.,dispute that. What I have in mind is
that there were certain conventions or meetings,say, arranged in
Johannesburg, in those years from say 1951 to '55, '56?.Well,

I think even up to '62 meetings were held annually -at which
speakers addressed audienceg?--- You mean to celebrate the anni-
versary of the rRussian Revoluticn?

Yes?=-- Yes, I assume thers wer: quite a number of
people who celebrated it. H

/Didn't...
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Didn't you ever attend any of tho.iﬂbuu'!.l!ii&y“ti-ﬂr*L‘f

I mean the Rev. Thompson for inscance is the Chairman -

-y L3t v

and Mrs. Barsel was the Seoretan{z:;- Yes, I think I probably did

attend. .4s I say I was inteorested. | e

#

They used to get Trode Union leaders like Piet

Beyleveldt and other people to address these gatherihga'and
explain'the merits of the October revolution to the people?---
Yes. - R ;

r

4Lnd saying that that was a good example and how

lthe

the workers had succeeded in achieving socialism against
members 0dds?=-- Well, I can't rcmember what they were saylag,
1 really couldn't say either aye or nay to that.

; Yes. Now, then 1 Ehink you had something to do
with Ldvance and New [Lge papers as & photographer?--- Yes,

And in the course of your taking 'photos,you usecd*
attend mnost of these big meetingq, ~big events of the Congress
Movement, and you used to tqge photos? -~- Well, with th;a
reservation that I attended when I was not restricted from
attending gatherings.

Yes, but on the occesions when y u were restricted
I think you tnok up a safe vantege point from a distance, didn't
Jou?==-- Yes, 1 took photographs ffom roofs of buildings.

| Yes, I mean they couldn't very well charge you with
attending the gathering, but y.u were at a convenient plgﬁo in
the neig:.bournood? --- Yeg, that is correet,. |

~nd you used to take 'photos of the - all these
- for instance, important meetinges in Sophiatown? apa. Yes, some
meetings in Sophiatown. May I add this that although I *
undertook the responsibility for that, I didn't always take
the. photographe myself. I had a man who went out and d1id
the job for me. I used to do the printing and pmeessing.

. ~—
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Yes, but I think that at the Congress of the People
Conference at Kliptown in 1955, you were present yourself ¥-—-
-

By

No, not - I was on a r00f.

Yes, on a roof?--- Some 1QOfor 150 yards away.

A4S 1 say you were..,?——-— Yesﬂ that is correct.

Yes, ?ou were wide awake you knew of the pos-
sibility?--- Y g, ; may add that ﬁ}\ Spangler asked me to lesve, .
and I left when he told me to leave, e

Yes, but apart from tpe fact that you were taking :
photographs for the papers, I take it you also had a keen inte-
rest in what was nappening on these occas;ons? ——— 1 eS,

And I suggest that althoughrthe Communist‘farty'
was ovanned, you still maintained your iﬁterest in the struggle
for liberation?---- That is correct.

48 eee. 0y the various Congress bodies?--- Yes.

ind the Congress of the.People were qaite a
momentus event?--— 1 was veryinterested in thate.

Where the Freedom Charter waz adopted?--- Yes.

Now, you as a Communist, I take it, wouldn't
label the Freedom Charter as a Communist document?--- Definitely
not. | |

- But did you s ee in the aéceptance of the Frecdom
Charter a step towards the ultimate goal that y.u yourself

had in mind?--- Yes. I saw a step in the direction of achieving

certain immediate objectives?

Yes? -—-=- Which were very important.

Yes. I mean for instance the Freedom Charter
would be the means of ;ettingmall the people togethér and
getting, say, universal rranchise, that would be part of the
naticnal democratic revolution that you had in mind?--- Yes,

,ou are putting a label to & thizgwhish doesn't deserve that

label. This wasn't a national democratic revolution . It

/-3,.'.'38. o
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) | | | " » 2 N . -
P stopoed short with the objectives aimed =t WWM\ .
Charter? —-- You meam .... that has beew achieved?” g
i Yeg?=== No, I ncam .that one must go thj" g2t
E “that.
| | [ mean that is the sort of samm
. Lionel Formam in New _ge on one Jmmwm
national question? --- 7eIl, I can"t remember it. - .
E ind T think yew in. the Workers Unity the same

| idea was exjressed 7-—- [ don't... - :

_. | Those lactures, t:hf ﬁ'ﬁtUmIm

Trade Uni.n lectures were not published in the Workers Unity.




Yes, but they actuall v cdlled it a
- -- Who called it a peoples democracy?
fn-tho lesturestoc, T didn's ¢ o those Lesti

I don't know. ‘
- I thought just a moment ago you said you had s%err
them, or yoﬁ may have scen them¥--- No, I didn't say so.

You may have seen them?--- I don't recmember.. If
you show me the lectures I may be able'-to’... .' -
| Yes, 1 will'try and gef them. It was a set of :

eight lectures starting off with our modern society anH how it

arose . Trade Unions in general?--- I am afraid I can't Qmember

}hem.

I will try and refresh your memory? --- If I sece
those-documeﬁfs I may be z2ble toc be more cons: rvative.

Yes, I will have to get them. What I am drivimg at
is that the people who hed a knowledge of éommunist thefdry
would have seen in the Frgedom Charter az useful step? --- Yes.

Towzards the ultimate objective?jé- Sure.-

snd for instanee, dill you see the lectures that were
issued in connection with the Freedom Charter jurflbefbre the
Charter was accepted, called "The World we live inm,"" The Country

we live in,"and@ ". change is needed?" --- I am sorry, I don't
want to hedge, but I just can't remember things like these unless
1 see them. I probably m them but I am not sure. .

| For instance "In the World we Live in"? -- It is
5 n-iuarnue, I have heard it before.
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I can't judge without.
Yes, I will gétfthem.' So you can't remembér_them?
- -= Well, you know, my memory is not very good, I am not a yourng
man, particularly thlngg that happened 2,3,4,5,6 years ago,
go vague. When I sec a tnlng I remember it, but Just like
YHEE Thass .
ot 31 sé%gest to you that in the lectures
whic preceded the acceptance of the Freedom Charter, the
idea of the peoples democracy ?%s propggated in thé vom-~-
munist sense, would you deny that or dispute it?=-- I am
graid I can't say that unless I se: the document.
Yes. @t dam II gttt it this way that 1t was
in your circles, amongst your friends it was a matter of
general knowledge at the time that the Freedom Charter
would only be a step in the right direction?--- Well, det
me put it to you this way: I felt then,as I feel now,
that if South .frica becomes a democratic State the oppor-
tunity would be open~for people like myself and others to
advceate further advances. It would be 6pcn for us to con-
vince the peoplec, and it would be possible for a majority
of-p00ple to su port us. That is why we favour a democracy.
You sce, you were at Kliptown when this Congress
of the people took place? i PO part of the time, yes.
Not at the meeting. I hope you arc not tying me down to that.
No, but taey had ioudspeakers there. Couldnl!t
you have heard?--- Yes, I could hear some of it. 1 was at
the back and the wind was blowing the other way, but at times
something camec through.
Yes, Ben Tourok made a ratiher important speech
there on that occasion, where he dealt with the economic aspects

of the Freedom Charter?--- Yes, there were a lot of speakers.

SAD& . o
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And he spoke aloné these lines thgt the workers
committee should run the mines énd the banks and so on? Do
you remenber that?-——.You hzve an advantage bn mC. <1 don't re-
member it.

I wild show you those..s?=== Ycs, if I sce that
I will. | :

I would like you to refresh your memory. The
point that I am tr;ing to make is that the non-Communists
‘might not have understood - where the wholc organization S
was going, but the Commufiists had a véf§ good idea, a very ”
good understanding of thc¢ situation, and ?e knew that ul-
timately once having aB@icved the basic requiremenﬁs of the
Freedom Charter, there would be a good chance of achiecving the
ultimate.goal?=-»~ I am not quite sure what you are suggesting.
Are you suggesting that the members of the L.N.C., of the
Indian National Congress, the other orgsnizations involved,
the leaders of these organizaticns did '.aot know wheré they
were going. I can't quite...

No, I zm not suggesting that. You heard Mr.
Schermbrucker say yestérday that he would have been content
with the Freedom Charter?--- Yes,

Now I suggest to you that with your knowledge
of the Communist theory, and with your knowledge of the
ultimate objective that you were driving towards, tais
was just one step in that direction? --- In my own mind, yes.

And I teke it that other Communists with the
- view the thing in the same light?--- 1 suppose so. I sup-
pose many Communists felt like I do today.

Yes, 1ikelthe Bernsteins, the Slovo's, I don't
want to go through all that list again?--- Yes, I think so.

The people who were members with you in the old

Communist Party?--- Yes, I think we all felt, everybody felt
/5hat.. .
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And I teke it that other Communists with the
- view the thing in the same light?--- 1 suppose so. I sup-
pose many Communists felt like I do today.

Yes, 1ikelthe Bernsteins, the Slovo's, I don't
want to go through all that list again?--- Yes, I think so.

The people who were members with you in the old

Communist Party?--- Yes, I think we all felt, everybody felt
/5hat.. .
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that it was necessary to establish demog;acy in Soﬁth A{;ica
in order for this country to advance amd to go further. Some
of us may have had diffefences_of;opin;on about where we would
go furthér or how we would zo further. I held vcertain views,
but that ddes not follow that cverpbgdpd, agreed with those -
views. QOf“everyhcdy in fﬁE\Liberation Movement. |

Yes, but the Congress Movement consisted of a lot
of people who werc Communisys and non-Communists?=--- Yes.

People who would have been comtembt with the vote.
Others might have been comtentt with some other issue that the -
Freedom Charter dealt with?--- Yes. |

| But I am speaking of the body of men who had a

definite theory and a definite .policy? --- Well, I personally
have always taken the line, I still take the line, that in
order for the ideas which I am dreaming of, which I would like
to achieve, in order for them to be matcrialized, to be brought
into reality, it is necessary to have a democratic States. 1t
is necessary to hafe democracy so that we should be free to
gexpress our opinions. So we could be given a chance to convince
people. > .1 have alwajs beliéved that.

Whe:: you spesak of democracy ybu mean the vote should
be granted to non-Whites?--- To all people ycs, to all citizens.

Now, the Frecdom Charter is a very negative document
except for stating t?e objectives of gencral democracy? =--- Well,
it is a document which in relationship to South Africa goes
quite far.

It does?--- Yes.

I mean it does deal with a bit of the economic
aspect, does it?--- Yes, I suppose it does.

Where it - I read yesterday - yes, this third
paragraph which deals with the national wealth that should
restorted to the people,rather vague statement?--- Yes,

V= A
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The mineral wealth ?--- I should imagine the

meaning of that is that the whoi& of the people should have
some say in the administration of natioral wealth. The
Government in other words.'

Yes, tﬁe nineral wecalth beneata the 9011, 
the banks and mon0pqu industries: shall be transferred to-.
toe ownership of tae ieople as a whole?--- Yesz,I suppose
they visualized, and at any rate I think so, it was visualized
to have some kind of/natinnalization of major industries.

And if cnc, of course, attaches to the term people
herc, the definition which.Mao Tse Tung gave to. it, namely
comprising the worke¢rs and peasants, this would assume a
totally different character? --- Well, you éppear to be
a better Marxist than I am. I don't know that.

Well, I can put it 10 yoU.ees? === Pedple to me
he means the pcople of South frica. 411 tze people of South
Africa.

Yes, but 1 am saying that if one attaches to the
word '"People™ what 'ao Tsc¢ Tung described as who are the people?
--- Yes, but Mao Tse Tung did nct draw up this document.

I know? -=--5S0 he did not refer to people in
that sensc.

No, I know, but Mao Tse Tung certainly had his
Frecdom Charter in 1949, and he also had his Congress of the
People in 1949%—-- Weli3 some¢thing similar, yes. Well, not quite
on the same lines; a different situation.

Yes, well, different conditions prevailed in his
country. But you agree that in so far as this Freedom Charter
zdvocates the transfer of ths cuntrol of the bapnks, the monopoly
industries to the people this is rather rcvolutionary doctrine? ;
--- I would like you .to define what you can by revolutionary.
I think it is a document which goes very far in rslationship

to the present situation in South Africa. Not far cnough in

/my view....
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my view, I agree with that. But it goes far, very far. .

and if one reads this in the light of the statement
of Tourok that I will show you when I can lay my hands on it,
that a worke:s committce should be set up to control the |
mineral wealth, the monoPOLX industries and so on, then this
document assumes even a furtﬁer socialist character? --- Yes,

I don't know what Mr. Bennie Tourok said there, but - I mean y

/own opinion, and it might not have

he might have cexpressed his
been the opinion of the Congress of the Pecple organisos, or
of the African National Congress..’ |

I am concerned purely with the sodalist idea?
-== Yese If I had - let me put it this way: If Iihad been
asked to make a speech on that occasion, I might have made a
speech on Communist linesy if I had been permitted to do SO

No, I am concerned with the idea of a workers
committee?-- Yes, but that is surely the personal view of
Mr. Tourok. |

Yes, but..?-=- I don't know that that is the
- that is not mentioned in this document.

No, I know, but I am asking you - don't mis-
understand me, many of us don't know thc¢ Communist theory.

I am not suggesting I am an expert on it. The idea of set-
ting up workers committees .to control thz industry, is that
a Communist notion? ‘==~ Not eltOgether.

Once you have established a Communist:,?-—- No,
the idea of having worker's committees is gradually gaining
ground'in many parts of the world. In England I believe there
ar some factories run on that basis. We have read ... about
it here.

« That is where thc industries are nationalized?
--- No, I don't mean that. I mean there are some employers

who have drawn in workers into the manegement of the factories.

/Bven....
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Even sharing profits with them. There are these things. .
Workers committees are not spedifically a Communist feature.
I approve of them, I must say that.

Yesy but it is glso an idea, or a method of
organization whéch is followed in Russia to set up, to have
workers committess running factgiies and s0?=--- In the manage-
ment of industry?

Yes?=-~~ In the early days of Russian industry
I think that was a feature, but the system of organizationn that
exlsts in the factories in Russia now is quite different. |

How docs it operate today? --- I believe that
today they have what they call a sort of triangle of tﬂe
representative of the factory, representative of the Trade
Unions and -~ or representatives, as the case may be, and
representatives of the Communist Party, and i¥ is this sort
of committee, triangular ammittee that runs individual sec-
tions of industry subject to the control and direction of a
managers.

In other words, whét would be the purpose Qf the
presence of the Communist Party there, to look after the poli-
tical side or what?--- Well, the Communist Party is the poli-
tical organization of the Soviet People, yes.

4nd the Trade Unions? --- The Trade Unions are
the organization of the workers in the factories.

snd the otaer body that you mentioned?--- Well,
_those are the technicians, the mangsgerial side and so on.

.50 = but it still operates very much on the basis
of committees then? --- Yes, I think that that is roughly the
structure, but therc is a manager in control,thése committees
are subject to his direction and Bdscaontrol,

ind the managerwould be responsible to wam? -

To the State I suppose. I am'not sure, I think so.

./Now..,
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Now the other aspect of this Frecdom C&arter,.
that I want to refer to is the question of land™ ownership.
The Freedom Chartecr framed it rather vaguely again. "The
"Restriction of land ownership shall be #hded and all shall
have the right to Qccupy wherever they choese.” I am trying
to find the scctionwﬁhich d eals witg the redivision of land.
This paragraph 4 which deals with "The land shall be shared -
among thos¢ who work it." In other words, the Freedom
Charter envisaged a redivision of 15ﬁd?—~- That is correct.
But® the Communist theory does not regard it as
such, does it? ~-- Doesn't the Communist theory ‘teach that
the:e'should be a confiscation of land and then redivisionj
should follow? -=- No, that is not so. The Communist theory
is that ultimately 2ll wealth will belong to the people as
= whole, but therec may be stages of development where land
as an example, apart from other propcrties, apart from other
wealth, that the land might belong (a) to individual owners,
or (b) to collectives, to large co-operativec organizations
and so on. 1t depends centirely on the circumstances prevail-
ing in given conditions. That-.is the .stages of .grarian
reform which would differ in every country, they are not the
samc in every country.
% Yes, I accept that, but I am épeaking now of
these largc land ownerships. You get - what do they call them,
large estates owned by landlords. Now for argument's sake,
the Communists take over. Isn't thc first step to expropriate
those owners in order to cffect a redivision of land?--- Vell,
I think therc haVe becn similer instances in other parts of
~frica where land was exprooriatcd. I think compensation was
paid.
No, I am concerned now with the national question.
You know, where, I think Stalin devoted a lot of writing to
| /the...
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the national gquestion. How the Lgrarian reform should take

‘.'

place?--- Well, he was prodably Speaking in relationship to
Russiza.
N8P ——— ;ut'thig\isn't Russia, this is South

\ .

Lfrica. :

Yes, I recalige thet? --- It docsn't nccessarily
follow that that is the samel

But I am spegking now of thc Commmnist theory? ---
Yes, but let me make thc point clcear. S:alin was~expounaing
Communist theory in rclationship to Russia. I don't accept
that what Stalin said in reletionship to Russia 1is Jalid fer
South ifrica.

No, but that is the typc of tceaching that you'
heve to apply to concrete conditions?-~- You mean just like
that because it was done in ussia.

Mo, you analyscd the situation in the country today
and ycu find yoursclf, and you seec to what extent you czn ap=-
ply the teching, or to what .extent you have to adaptl;t to
conditionsg?--- Wcll, basitally their teaching 1s as 1 say tnat
land should belong to the people as a wnole, but thecre may
be diffecrent stages whica have to be adoptcd in order to deal
~#ith that problem.

Ycs, butt now the.first stagc would be to..?
== Expropriate the land?

Yes. Axpropriete land in order t0 ..?7--- That
is my opinion, ycs. |

To remeve the contradiction that existed be-
tween the lani owner zud the surf, or whatever you would
like to call it?=-- Ycs, T zgre: with the thesis, but
- that the big land holdings should be expropriated and
distributed amongst thc pcoplc.

Now czn you sec that in South Jfrica re-

/division...
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division of land can take place without there having been
an expropriation? bisa No, -I don't.supposc so. I'suppose
tiie land would have to be expropriated. 1 said'so, I think
that iand would have to be expropriated.

Yes, 1 aﬁ\éuggesting that even the Freedom
Charter , the drafteman of the....?=-- Y2s, but you are
asking me for my opinien, not for the opinion of the
people who drafted the Frcedom Charter.

Yes, but I am saying that it 'is a reasonable'
possibility that the draftsman cof the IFreedom Charter also
envisaged the possibility of-expropriation?—-J dell, 1 don't
know. If they haven't cxpressed it therc then 1 Can't
assume anything, isn't it?

I mcan you, I take it, recalized that expro-
priation would have to take place in regard to the monopol;
industries?=--~ Some industrics, ycs.

and the banks and such financial institutions?
--- They might have to be nationzalized. It depcnds a great
deal on the circumstances prevailing at the time of the change,
but I think gencrally svcaking that I would be in favour of
nationalizing the banks.

Yese Byt first of all you have to arrive at the
stage where you get democratic rights for gl11? --- That is the
most important thing.

But that still docsn't solve the economic question,
the real problcm how getting control of the monopoly industries
of the land and so on? ---= %Well, I agrec with this thesis that
the most important thihg ;s_the achievment of democratic rights,
and if democratic rights are achieved, thcen the people by
Parliamentary rulc, by methods of democracy will solve the

other problems.

= T
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Yes, but now don't you...?--- They can't solve
them without democratic rights.

If the draftsman of the Frecdom Charter had.left
this document purely, ;gt's say with the preamble, setting
out how there should be‘hniversal franchise for all, then
there would be no quibble with it, but the moment they start
introducing these dlemenfs of doing away with large land
ownership, with monppoly indusfries, then I suggest they go
a bit far? --- Well, I have n@?quarrel with “this document.’

I don't quibble with it. I think it is an acceptable, if
that is - that iseformulation of opinions gatéered amongst
thousands and thousands of peoplec, and if that is the wish
of thesc people it should be acceptable, |

Now, did you see for inctance, I think you
have already said it that from once the Freedom Charters
demands have beenr realized , it would be an easy matter
to go further towards the establishment of a peoples democra-
Cy?=== 1 didn't say it would be an easy matter. I said it wéuld
be possible for us, for pecople like me:to come forward and
put forward the things that we believe in.

Yes, that makes mc think zsbout it. Do you see
any difference hetween the people's democracy and the dicta-
torship of the proletariatée as is referred to in tthe....?

—-—= Y€S.

What difference do you see?--= #ell, there are
vastly different forms of political organiZations, and the
- t0 give an example, in the - in certain countries_in eastern
Europe for instance, after the s~cond world war, those countries
became socialist democracies, or pepplcs democraciesaasyou may
call it, but the position there was that to a large extent

capitalism continued in existence, many features of capitalism

continued in existence. Many... /Upsdet....
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§
Upset parties? DPolitical péitieS?—- Many politiceal

parties, yes, and so on. _And that is a peoples democracy, but
the dictatorship of the proletafiate is a stage which is reached
when the coverwhelming majority of the people line up in support
of tnec working class party,.of the politisal party of the work-
ing class. 4in /[lliance, as ig\is called in terms of socLal;sm,
an Alliance between the workers, peasants,intellectuals, students,
every-body. J4s an example i% I may add to this, in China for
instance - I think China is a peoples democracy, becawse large
‘elements of capitalism have remained, and there gre still
capitalists operating and they support t.e Government, through
their own - I believe, I am not sure of that, of co;rse, but

I believe even through their own types of organizations.

Yes, but that is the small capitalists?=-- Yeé.

And the constitution envisagces that inheccourse
of time they will just die out and ...?--- Well, in course of
time the socialist sector of the economy will take over all
production, and it will all .become socialist. That I believe
s the general trend cverwhere.

But I mean to effect a devclopment fromthe
peoples democracy to the dictatorsnip of the proletariate
it would be necessary to climinatce all the other political
parties and for the Communist Party to take the lead 1n
order to effect this‘change ovior?--- Yuou ¥ou put it in terms
which are not acceptable to me. You say"eliminate."l don't
like the implications of that. What is happening is that
when a democracy is c¢stablisii2d Commu .ists make andiendeavour
to convince everybody of the correctnaés of- the policy.

Look, I 2m referring to tae castern European
peoples democracy?--- 1 am spesking of them too. In the course
of time they convince all the peopleithat the policy that
they are aiming at, tha® ti.« policy of sccilism - a policy

by .
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of an advance towards Communism is the acceptable pzlicy to
everybody. Then you get the (3) . 'For instance in Germany
you had the merger of two big working class narties into what
is now-.called the - I think the Unity Party, I am not sure of
the exget title, whichuq?s a merger of two large parties in
several smalier groups ihto a new party supporting “the policy
of advance towards socialism, and that was the result of a long
democratic process of cgnvin....... I caﬁ sec that happening
perhaps 1n the nct very distant future in countries like Italy,
where the Communist Party is Lor am not sufe‘of my facts now,
but I think either the largest or the second l§rbest party in
the country, and they arce using the democratic process of con-
vincing people of the correctness of their policy.

Yes, but,I mean to reach the stage of the dictator-
ship of the proletariate, it will bec necessary for them to over-
come,some now or other overcome the other opposing political
parties?--- By persuation, by convincing them or by majority
decisions.

Yes, gradually effccting a mergerer or else an
elimination?--- We¢ll, in some cases it ‘would be merger, in some

cases 1t would be persuation, in some cascs it would be a series

of acts of agreement, and so on. The point I want to make is that

a transition from the ordinary form of social democ racy or peoples

democracy to a resl socialist state is a process of - g demo-
cratic process in those cases.

That I eccept, but I am referring to the notion of
a dibtatorship of the proletariate, which in it self connotes
the idea of a dictatorship. In otaer words, where the workers
have the sole political power? --- It connotes a dictatorship
of tae overwhelming majority of the people?

Yes?--- Yes, in alliance of workers, peasants,

/intellectuals...
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| ¢
intellectuals, teachers, professors, everbody;fincluding'
Public Prosecutors#i
MR. BERRANGE 4ODRESSES THE COURT RIGARDING LN ORDER TO BE
MADE T:LT TEE 4CCUSED BE DETAINED IN THZ CELLS UNTIL 4 O'CLOCK.

-~ BY THE COURT: = S
That order is granted;

THE C.LSE IS REMANDED TO 11/2/65.
/’
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ELI WEINBERG: Sworn, Sfatés:

MR, LIEBENBERG: CROSS EXAMINES: Mr, Weinberg, I have not

been able to trace tQF original documents, but I traced the
indictment which quotéd those three lectures 'The world we
live in', 'The country we live in', and 'A change is needed
in toto', Would you,like to peruse them? ---May I?

And then, I've marked them, they appear on page 17
up to page 39 of this loos® Schedule "D and on page 93
there are extracts from the 'Sagpu'(?) lectFres, 'A modern
society and how it arose', 'Short history of the international
trade union movement'!, 'Trade union as a weapon in the
struggle of workers', Trade unions in the struggle.for
liberation in South Africa’. And then, lecture No,6,

'How to organizc unorganized workers', Would you like to
look at them? And while I'm giving you these to peruse,
the speech of Mr. Turok, which he made at the Kliptown
Conference on the 25th or 26th of June, 1955, appears on
page 117 of this Schedule "C"? ---I don't know how long this
will take?

No, I will come,fback to them later., I shall hand
them to you and you 'can peruse them say, over the adjournment?
~--Let me make sure .. the pages are marked here? r

Yes, -- Yes, thank you.,

I'1ll come back to ‘those lectures once you have had
‘a look at them, Now, what I put to you yesterday was,
that the , if the draughtsman of the 'Freedom Charter' wanted
to draw up a document with a purely democratic objective,
in other words, to ensure universal franchise, they could

have contented themselves with the preamble to the

'Freedom Charter'. It wouldn't have been necessary to
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go further and detail agrarian reforms and nationalization
of industrues and so on? —-—Yés, I suppose they could have
but they must have had some reason for giving-some more
details, I think it was due to the fact,-now, I'm not
speaking fof\the people who drafted it., I'm just expressing
an opinion about it - I think it was due to the fact that
the Freedom(Charter was arrived at after a lot of discussion,
Meetings took place all over the country, as I remember,
discussing what should be put forward -at the Céngress of the
People and then, finally, all these discussions and proposals .
were merged together in one dooume;t. And I assume that
because there was this general demand for these things, it
was included in this document.? |

Yes, Did you , were you é%er consulted in regard to
the Freedom Charter or in regard to anything connected with
that campaign? ---No, I wasn't allowed to attend meetings
B ALl

Yes, - And did you know that certain committees ,
provincial committees were created at the time to collect
the demands of people and to propogate the idea of the
Freedom Charter? ---Yes, I have an 1dea of wh;; was going on
because there were reports in the papers; there ﬁere reports
in New Age and so I could see what was being done,

Yes., I, did you for instance come across a - they
called themselves 'The Transvaal Provincial Committee of
the Congress of the People', then th I think there was later
a consultative committee of the Congress of the People? —--

Yes, that may be so,

A1l these committees were working towards the

implementation of the Freedom Charter? ---Yes, that is possibl¢

That committee actually issued , distributed the’

/free,..
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free lectures, 'The wo;id we live in',:A change is needed'
and so on? ---I see, | |
Didn't-you get'a copy of, or set of those lectures?
---I can't say off-hand, I'd like to see - I have a vague
recollectiag of that sort of thing but I can't fie it up

with anythinz in particular. I seem to remember that sort

of lectures mentioned.

r .
By the way, when did you first come across Mr. Turok?

--QWell, I've known his parents since I was a child, They
come from the Al Eown a8 T db:

Yes, But did you ever meet; him in the old Communist
Party? ---I1 don't think so,

Was he a member? ---I don't think gso, I'm not sure
but I hardly think so, he was a very young man then,

Now, you seemed to disagree with me yesterday when
I put to you that the Freedom Charter envisaged the first
revolution, called the 'National Democratic Revolution'?

You didn't agree with that? ---Well, no, what I feel is
that the Freedom Charter is a document drawn up by people

who might not think in terms of what I would call a National
Democratic Revolution., They may think in much simpler terms,
They, surely, the people who drew that up, are not people

- who are communists? Most of them are not communists?

Yes - nb, I think we must distinguish here between
communists and non-communists? ---Yés, that's what I'm trying
to do,

Now, I'm concerned purely with the communists theofy.
In other words, with the communists, Is there anything in
the Freedom Charter which would have clashed with the
communist idea of achieving the National Democratic Revolution
——- No, I don't think so. I think, speaking for myself,
that the Freedom Charter is a document which outlines

/clearly...
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clearly enough what the immediate future shouia be, the
immediate demands, 5

Yes., For instance the agrarian.feformﬁthat it set
out and the nationalization of the bigger industries? ---Yes,

And the fi;ancial monopolfeg and so on? ---Yes,
Chiefly the franchise, the democratic rights, .

Yes, And, - incidentally,,you know the programme of
the Communist Party? ---Yes, I saw it, I've seen it here,

And I think on page 53 it says the following about
the Frcedom Charter,.? ---1 have my ownrcopy here, if‘YOu
don't mind? I

Well, if you will look at the top of page 53 -
perhaps we should start at the bottom of page 52 , which
starts with the - "The Freedom Charter is not a programme
for socialism, it is a comion programme for a free democratic
South Africa agreed on by socialists and non-socialists,' —-—-
That is correct,

", , at the same time in order to guarantee the
abolition of racial oppression and White minority domination
the Frcedom Charter necessarily and fealisticaliy calls for
profound economic changes, Drastic agrarian reform
and to restore the land to the people, widespread
nationalization of key industries to break the grip of White
monopoly carital on the m;in centreé of the countries
economy:; radical improvements in the conditions of the -
standards of living for the working people, The Communist
Party pledges it's unqualified support for the Freedom
Charter, it considers that the achievement of it's aims
will answer.the pressing and immediate needs of the people
and lay the indispensable basis for the advance of our
country along non-capitalist lines to communist and socialist

future, to win these aims is the immediate task of all the

/oppressed,..
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| 4
oppressed and democratic people of South Africa headed by -

the working class and it's party, the Communist Party'.
- You agree with that view ?-—-—Well,gI'm.glad to see that
my views do fgll in with the viewsrof the Communist Party.
Yes, now, there's another passage on page 55, also
I want to put to you, It's tﬁé second paragraph there >
which reads: "It is in this situation that the Communist
Party advances it's immediate #fproposals before the workers
and democratic people of South Africa. These are not
prdposals for a socialist State, thqy-are proposals for the
building of & national democratic State. These proposals
are put forward within the framework of the Freedom dharter
which the party considecrs to be suitable as a general
statement of the aims of a State of national democracy.
“Our proposals are not direc%ed towards communists and
socialists alone but are submitted as the basis for discussion

for all democratic and patriotic people and in particular

for members =2nd supporters of the national liberation and

trade union movements." So you agree that as the party
programme states it here, it regarded the Freedom Charter
rcally as the basis for this natilonal democratic revolution?
——-Well, what I can say is tﬂat the way it 1s stated here
probably puts it much.better than I could do it. I agree
with this., |

Yes, You were never consulted about the draughting
of this programme? ---No, The first time I saw this was
in Court, here, |

Yes, But I mean as far as, I take it, you perused
it? —=--I have read through it, yes.

And I've heard, we've had it in evidence here that

it was regarded as a very excellent exposition of the

basic situation in South Africa? ---I think I agree with
/that, .,
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B

! Gy

that on the whole, yes.

Yes., I mean, from a theoretiéal point of view, it
was very well drawn up, vefyfbarefﬁlly set out? ——-Yes, . I
think so. |

“And it clearly deals with the first stage of the
revolution, viz., the N;%ional Democratic Revolutien on page
49, that whole chapter. It was in that context that the
reference was made to fﬁe Freedom Charter? ---On page 497

- The chapter starts at page 49 but I say, in that
chapter the programme cdeals with the part that the Freedom
Charter plays in this campaign ? ---Yes, wellr it's a long
chapter but I don't want to go into detail, but on the whole
it!s perfectly'in accord with what I think,

And where it sets out the inevitability of the
revolution , the inevitability of the success of socialism,
of capitalism, in the first portion of this programme; I
take it you don't disagree with that either? Where it
deals with the philosophical aspect , the dialectical
materialism and the qualitative leap that would be taken,
the historical development from a lower stage to the other?
-——=Yes,

And as communists sec the position, it is inevitable
that socialism would follecw capitalism? ---Yes, I believe that

-~ And that this might be attended by a violent
revolution? —---Might or might not be.

Yes, but now in *this nreogramme the party stated it's
views very positively that non-violence was not it's policy
any more, If the trans®tion could be effected by means of
non-violence ,..? -~=-I don’t agree with you.

On page 53, but it starts off onthe principle really,
on the hypothesis that the ruling classes would use violence

Jiivet, ..
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first and that the peoples would only retailiate,- or rather,

that they would use defensive violence? ---Yes, I'd like to

refer you to on what is .said on page 54, whicp states the
party's attitude and I think .I can say that is my attitude
too. It rejects theories ‘thét all non-violent methods of
struggle are\ﬁseless or impossible, and we'll continue to
advocate and work for the usec of all forms of struggle by
the people, ¥#hcluding non-collaborations, strikes, boycotts
and demonstrations.,'

Yesy, ..——-— That is the , as I see it at éﬁy rate,
the immediate nceds of the movement., The immediate methods
of struggle of the movement, |

Yes, but I really have in mind thig passage- on the

bottom of page 53, which continues over on page 54, which

says that 'In the face of these provocations, the liberation

movement has had to reconsider it's attitude towards non-

violence as a universal principle. The patience of the

people is not endless, they are determined to win freecdom in

our lifetime, They would prefer to achieve their liberation

by non-violent means but today they are left with no alternativ

but to defend thémselves end hit back., To meet violence
with violence, The Nationalists are forcing a solution
upon s South Africa, “n "»ic patriots and democrats will

take up arms to defend themselves, organize guerilla armies

and undertake various acts of armed resistance, culminating

in mass 1insurrection against the White domination. In
such a conflict however long and costly, the fighters for
frecdom must win for they will enjoy the support of the

overwhelming majority of +thc pecople of our country and the

while world.'? —--- Well, I'm a little at variarnce with this.

I don't think that the things that are discussed here, are

/matters...




matters of the immediate momenti 3 think that ;t the
moment and for some time to come, - well, that I couldn't
say for how long to come, - buf at the moment at any rate,
violent methods of struggle are neither advisable nor
necessary., I think\there are many non-violent methods of
opposition and protest ~nd demonstrations available to the
people today which }hey can make use of and which I think
should be made use of, long before this sortof thing takes
effect., I'm not denying that that maybe possible at some
stage or other, that 1t méy be necessar&. What is says,
this is an assessment of the attitude of the people in the
liberation movement, It says 'The liberation movement has
had to re-consider it's attitude!,

Yes? ——— But I don't think that the moment has come
for violent methods of struggle. I think there are still
many, many ways open to influence the White public opinion,
to influence the Governrent in the direction of changes,

Yes, but I mean the Communist theory is that if
violence becomes nécéssary, it will have to be used? ---If
it is forced on them, yés.

Yes, But you see, in this programme one gets the
impression that they were rather detailing the forms of
violence that will have *to be resorted to? ---Yes, I suppose
a political iarty who is engaged in a struggle for freedom
would think a2head and they would think of the terms,the
means, the methods that would have to be adopted at some
stage or andther, in order to bring it about,

If they had left it, say, jdst with a blank statement
that violence might be necessary , you know, then I can
understand the possibility of leaving that over for the,
to the last resort, as it were? But here they go'further

and they say that 'the nationalists are forcing a solution |

2 Jupon..
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solution upon South Africa, where they‘yill have %o ta%?
up arms, wherc they will have to organize guerilla armies

and undertake various acts of arms res}stance, culminating

in a mass insurrection’. In othér words, they say that the .
policies of the Government are forcing the masses eventually'
to mass insurrection? —~—f€S.

And various intermcdiate stages of violence, gubrilla
armies, acts of resistance and then finally, the armed-
insurrection? --- Well, they arc a political party, they have
to think ahead I assume, and theréfore, they must think 12T -
that situation was to arise they would probably have fo
consider what methods of struggle they would use then, And
it's no use having that situation sprung on them at the
last moment., That's why they are thinking ahead, I assume,
that is how I interpret it.

Yes, I mean, at the bottom of page 54, it says - you
- know, the last paragraph on page 54 -'whether it's end is
brought about through such a peaceful transition or by
insurrection, the vicious fype of colonialism embodied in
the present Republicof of Sﬁuth Africa, we cannot 1onger
endure, It's downfall and the victory of'the osouth African
Democratic revolution are certainly in the near future'?
-—-Yes, I think that is so.

S0, you also sec¢ the political scene in South Africa
in this light, that if there's no relenting on the part of
the authorities of the Nationalist Party policies,.there are
no concessions, therc are no negotiations, then the situation
would arise where the people would have to resort to mass
insurrection? ---Well, could I put my view of this thing,
in my own terms?

Yes? --—-I can't say that on that point, I maybe at,

a little at variance with this programme, But the way I

/Bee.. .
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see it, the picture that is allegedly presented to us of

the South African situation is of-a Government immensely

powerful with immense miliftary strength, with an extra-

ordinary powerful ceconomic hase, with the overwhelminé 
support of the electorate, the White population and we are
told 'well, this is ;ﬁat you are facing', My assessment of
the situation is not like that at all, I think that we are
facing a Government ¢hat is jittery, a Government that is
afraid of the future, a Government that has no confidence,
no faith in the futurc and I only have to. go by the
~develOpments that I myseclf have experienced over the last
few years. This Government has had to , ovér a number of
years, go from onec emergency state to another, We started
in 1956, with the arrest of 156 leaders of the Liberation
Movement and protracted abrortive trial -(I'm sorry to
refer to that Mr, Liebenberg, but I'm just dealing with

the facts) - an abhortive trial which lasted four and a half
years in an attempt to suppress the opposition. Now, that
wasn't enough,. I should imagine that if in London, in England,
156 people were arrcsted in one swoop, in a democratic

country, it would have 'caused a terrible stir. It passed

over in South Africa because we get accustomed to this sort

of thing. That was nine years ago and since then we had

the state of~emergencyoin 1960; we had Sharpville; we had

the arrest of 2,000 people then two years later, 1962/1963,

we have the 90 day clause; we have the arreét of 3,000

people, the numbers keep rising. The 0pposition apparently
keeps getting stronger, not weaker because the Government

has to take more and more intensive measures, The

90 day clause is a state of emergency in my opinion, It's

the abrogation of ordinary processes of law and the

Government has to use these measures, Now, in my

/opinion..
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opinion the South African Government cannof afford another
Sharpville, They cannot afford to use those military.
weapons that they are using, because it would hit back at
them, It would hit back at them in such an avalanche of
_protesfs from all over the world, that they would have 53 4
great difficulty in_reé?vering from it, They suffgyed

great damages as a result of the state of emergency in 1960,
and I think they will syffer even greater damage 1f there

was anything like that again in this country. Now, that

is on the use of military weapons by the chernment; I don't
think they can afford to use it. On the question of the
poWerful economic basce of the country, I think %here the
Government is sitting on the horns of a dilemma; they arc
faced with the situation where the developing economy of the
country forces them into, cither relinquishing their
ideological measures of apartheid, of job reservation and

all these other things, or, rcducing the temple of economic
development and 28 I see it, as I see the developments
nowadays as I rcad the financial pages, 1 see that they  are
slowly beginning to restrict_economic development in order to
keep up with their ideologieal programme, Now, that
indicates to me that the economy too, is not as stable as
itshould be because of these apartheid laws, And then,
allow me to finis@ on this question of the White population,
the support of the White pcople., I think that too is 2
factor which is a diminiehing factor of strength., It is

true that the overwhelming majority of the White people

today support the Government. But there is this tremendous
pressure that is coming onto South Africa from overseas; the
pressure of public opinion in the whole of the world, in the
whole of the world. And it is a pressure which Whites are

/finding...
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finding more and more difficult to resist and it is evident
in this country for instance, Qe have had in recent years
political parties arising of which there ﬁéfe none fifteen
or  twenty years ago. Ther. is the Liberal Party, there's
the Progressive Party, they are symFQOm of White opinion
that is opposing the current ideas of the public, Now, then
as against all that, therec is also the whole field of
external pressurcs, it i1s an immense f&eld. I tried to
think of that whilst you were questioning Mr, Schermbrﬁcker
yesterday and he dealt quite inadequately with s 5 SR § thiﬁk;
because he only mentioned three or four points - the boycott”..
- but there are many others, There are factors such as the
tremendous growth in strength and popularity of the African
States; there is the factor that within the immediately
foreseeable future the Republic will be surrounded by
independent African States, within the immediately forseeabde
future? I think it's undeniable? Everybody knows that,
Bhere 18 ...... (?) which is coming up-in the very near
future, South West Africa, on which South Africa has to
make a stand and South Africa's moral position in thé world
on these questions is indefensible, it is indefensible, the
world does not agree with them, Even the allies of South
Africa, what you term the Western countries - I don't

draw such distinctions, - but you term them the Western
countries. Even the Western countries are finding it
increasingly difficult to support any stand in favour of

- the South African'Government. Now, I think that all these
points , a2ll these things indicate to me, at any rate,

that therc 1s still the possibility of changes as a result
of these prcssures, as a result of these developments ., And

I feel, that long before one thinks of violent struggles of

/violent...
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violent oppostion, one should exploit these things and see
whether they will bring about a change., I am not saying tha:
ultimately when thesc fail fb bring about a change, thaf{

a violént étruggle will not come about. But I thipk it

L

will come about as 2a £Esult of the stand of the South African
Government and the responsibility will be on them ;nd - % oA -
does come the vpcople whpo are opposing the South African
Government here, will undoubtedly have the support of the
whole world, there's no quest}on 2bout that, whatsbe;;r.
That is my attitude,

| I understand it, What I really had in' mind was that
if there was no relenting or no concessions made, then the
only nlternative would be a violent revolution? ---That
might happen, yes,

And you say th:t you see possibilities of that not
happening? ---I think there are still many, many possibilities
open to prevent it, to avoid it, And I think it is the duty
cf pcople to work townfds precventing it.

But now, when you.get pedple like Mandeia saying,
incidentally, I take it you have heard or read his report
of his speech in 1961 where he said that 'the liberation
movement will need people who were forced to use violent
methods,' do you  remember that? ---I've read most of his
speeches and most of his statements, yes, I think so,

Yes, Now, in terms of the Communist theory, the
party is told mot to remain passive or to stand aloof of the
struggle!, do you agree with that? The Communist Party is
supposed to be the vanguard of the struggle, supposed to
lead them ,.. -—-Yes, it is supposed to think ahead.,

Yes, supposed to lead the masses and shouldn't allow

the masses to flounder around as they see fit. The Party

should guide, should hold up a positive theory , a positive
- /mind,.
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mind to the masses which they should follow? --- Well, that's
the role of all politicel parties,

Yes. But I mean, in the Communist theory, that is a
very well emphasized .. 1f you would like me to show you
the fundamentals ;f Marxism and Lenninism, substantial
portions are deﬁoted to the role of the party in the general
strugzle for libe¥ation., But what I'm after is this, you
have elements overseas operating in favour of the liberation
struggle, Thosc that yqu have mentioﬁed? ——efes.

But as I see the position, the communists are not
expected to stand by idly and wait for tﬂings to. develop,
They are supposcd to take some positive action here., Isn't
that the position? I mean, the, wasn't it Lenin who said
and I think Kroétsjof reiterated it that 'revolution is not

for export, but evcry country, every people in every country
had to meke it's own revolution'? ---Yes, I suppose.. a
political party must lead, it must advance programmes, it
must advance a policy, it must state what it wants to do,
where it wants to go and so on. ,Otherwise it is hardly a
political party?

Yes, and then it should fulfil it's function of leading
the mas=es , of organizing them, of mobilizing them? -—---I
agree, |

The very secret of the success of ?he soclialist
revolution in Russia was due to the fact that the close
contact was maintained with the masses, thét the party was
able to mobilise the maéses and gct them to move in the
right’direction? ---Correct,

Now, in order to fulfil that function and to do
something useful, in this country, the Communist Party had
to do something positive. Now, we have reached the situation

where the party was banned, had to go underground. How do

. e
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you conceive the position now, what is this party to do in
order to maintain it's confgct with the masses? ~---Well,
it's a difficult question.to answer because I'm not iﬁlthe
councils of the party and I don't know all the factors
surf;unding the part}\organization and numbers of members
and the e¢xtent of influence and those sort of things has to
be taken into account, I suppose, I really find it very
difficult to answer this question, Do you mean what ¢
kind of steps the party'should take? I'm not sure what
I'mb being asked to answer, |

Yes, what I rcally have in mind is the type of
activity which the 'Umkonto wé Zizee ' gstarted a few
years ago? --~-Yes, |

Now, now thefe is o document before the Court called
'The revolufionayy viay out'? ---Yes,

Which I would suggest an authoritative statement by
the central committce in which it dealt with outbreaks of
violence in the Qountry‘organized by the Poqo movement? -—-—--
Well, I notice - you rcad that to Mr,.Schermbrucker?

Yes? —-—-But I can't recollect the details, If I could
see the document,

Yes, I will show it .to you also - it's exhibit 6 -
it's calléd 'The revoluﬁionary way out, statement by the
central committee of the South African Communist Party!'.
Now, would you bear in mind how that document deals with
the sabotage, outbreaks of violence and with the role of

the 'Unkonto wé€ Zizce! . as distinct from that of

the Pogo movement, I want to suggest to you that that

document secm to favour the type of activity which the fUmkonto

wé Zizce! started and they regarded that as more
organized , more principled, whereas the Poqo outbreaks were

/more, ..
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f
more irresponsible 2nd unorganized? --- Well, do you want

A J

me to read this now .. onr?

You c=n read it when youllbok through the other
documents., ~We can come back to that.

Were you never consilted about the later activities,
in the later, latter ye::s?-;— Which activities? *

The activitics of the masses? --- Well, I was never
consulted., The only contragt T had was the, what you might
call the liber?tibn movement or progressive movement y Were
the trade unions and I've had conZultztions often on various
questions with officials of the unions, |

Yes, but the South African Congress of Trade Unlons
continucd to exist? ---Yes,

And I take it, you had close assoclation with thét?
~--1 did, ycs. Faiply cloge, yes,

Yes. =—---I was not an officizl of that organization.

Yes, but that may be, but you were accepted as a person

of stonding, a2 pcrson who could speak with authority on
trade union matters? -=--Yes,- I assume so,

Because I sec in the document before the Court, called
'Time for re-asscessment', which was issued by the central
committee, according to the evidence? ---Yes,

There rcefercnce is made to the South African Congress
of Trade Unions, th .t it should be contacted and ways of
organization should be canvassed. Do you remember, that? --—-
I've read thc document,

Yes. Perhaps I ought to rcad to you that passage
- yes, on page 12 of this document, it says: "Organization -
present tasks, From this brief outline certain tasks cmerge

(a) organization on thc economic front is 2 primary task,
How this can be accomplished with Sactu on the constant and

/bripplihgr...
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crippling attock must be carefully discussed by all un%*?

Those most conéerned°mu8t imwediately come forward(withlﬁx
practical suggestions, Now, wcre'you'ever consulf%d in,_‘kz
regard to that =spect? ---No, ~Hﬂ_'fg;%

But you we;E, I take it, in close oontact with vari°¢§2~
people like Beyleveld, IMrs, Bernstein? ---I was in contact ‘%
with Béyleveld on#rade union questions until about , I ok
think until about 1960, - But not much since then,

And Mrs. Bernstein? ---Well, I-know Mrs, Berﬁétein,
but I have, apart from being friends, I had no other
dealings with her, |

And Mr., Schermbrucker? ---Yes, Mr, Schermbrucker is
a friend of mine too,

Mr, Fiscﬁer? ——-Mr, Fischer is a fricnd of mine,

You sec, if thosc people - I'm putting a hypothetical
question - were pcople on the central committec of the
Communist Party, ﬁnd they wer: 1lssuing a document entitled
'Time for re-assegsment', showling that something has to be
done in regard to the cconomic agpects of the struggle, then
it would be natural for them to approach you for views or
suggestions? —--- Well, I don't know who issued that statement,
'Time for re—assessmnct'. And T can only saythat neither
Fischer noréSchermbfucker ever spoke to me about '"Time for
re-assessment' or anything like that,

Yes, but to whom would they speak? —---I don't know?

How did you fit into the scheme of things then?-
As far as the - as Smctu was concerned? ——- Well, I assisted _
trade union officials with drewing up memoranda for
negotiations, I took part in negotiations, I drafted
various memornanda; I draftcd memoranda for Wage-board

/representations..
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representations; I wrote articles for their paper. There
were numerous activities, I can't remember them all, but
people came to me frdmffime to time to ask me to help them,

Yes, that I can understand, But the whole fhea of
the liberatory st(ngle wns to co-ordinate all it's
activities? Otherﬁise ou would have had chgos? 4-—Yes.

I suggest that it was for reasons of qonvenience thaf
the ~congress movégent was split up into various bodies in
1950 - or say after the dissolution of the Cpmmunist Party
in order to ensurc conthet with fhe VQrious-sectidné’of the
population? —---I can't quitc sce that concept., How do you
mean? The Congress movement was split Jp into sections?

When the Communist Party was dissolved in 1950, you
found greater concentration in the African National Congress ,

The Indian Congress, the Coloured People's Organization 7
---These organizations existed before the Communist Party,

Yes, but their recal activity only started in 1952,
with thc defiance campnign? Or say, 1950, with the May-day ..
——-I can't ™accept-that, There's a long, long history of the
A.N,C., long before the Communisst Party, and a long history
of the Africen Trade Unions, long before the Communist Party.

Yes, thc AN,C, was useless? -—-=-=That may be your
concept, but I think they played a very important part ...

Yes, their leaders were of very little use? They
didn't have revolutionary leaders until people like Sisulu
and Katana thot took over in .,... =—= That is due to the
fact thot the situation in South Africa developed further.

In 1910 or 1912 you had lenders of the African National
Congress going to Britain on deputations to object to Union
and all they 2sked then was that there shOuid be no pass

laws, but therc was o development, People became more

/militant,.



19, 2239, | ~ Weinberg,
militant and more revolutionary, Thaﬁ‘is essential, that
that happens in history. w# o »
Yéévmbut my point is "that thec real revolutionary
activity onl& started after 1950? —---That may ﬁqve been due
to the fact tht thelNﬁtionalist Government came;into power,
You had\all those flare-ups, you know, throughout the
couhtry from tﬂ;h on? ---Yes, it was due to the fact that
apartheid regulantions and apartheid laws were being intensified

that oppressiond#was being intensified and people started

objecting morc,

Yes, but the defimnce cempaign, for.instancé, came
into being in 1952, 1953? ---Yes,

And I suggestv indirectly that 1éd to all those outbreaks
of violence in East London, Port Elizabeth, Kimberley? --- |
You know, thesc things don't happen beeause somebody sits in
an office andfwishos it, Thesc things had happened beccause
there are natural historical forces at work and ‘because
people becomc discontenticd and because there is a demand
for these things, That's why they happen,

Yes, but you scc, there too I , as I understand the
communist thcory, it. is the duty of the leaders to organize,
to direct the course of the struggle, I'm not suggesting
that they were necessarily bchind all the violent outbreaks
but I'm suggesting that they played their role in dirccting

the struggle along.certain lines to make it more effective,

to ensure 2 maximum participation of the masses ‘in thosc
struggles? ---Yes, no doubt, There were leaders in these
struggles of coursc,

Yes. I menn, Jou Matthews, for argument's sake, was

fanning the flames in Kimberley and Port Elizabeth, he was
doing a very useful job at th:t time? I don't know whether
you ever heard of that? ---Joe Matthews? Is that

/Prof,..
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Prof, Matthews ' son?

Yes, thc communist? —-- Weli, I'm afraid I don't know
much ~bout him, -

Don't you know him?---I know him, but I don't kndw

mich 2bout him, &

Don't you know th~t he is the leader in thé Commmunist
Party, or one of the leaders in Basutoland today? ---He
may be, I don't know, ,I know the secretary of the party in
Basutoland is Mr, John Motlahalwa, o ;. ' 3

Yes, Joc Matthews, dodbfding to the bapers;..? -1
may bc, I'm , I can't say, I haven't associated him with that,

Whet I'm trying to show you, is that when the party
was disbhbandcd in 1950, you found organizations like the
Peace Council coming into being, thcASouthAfrican Congress of
Democrats being formed, South African Congress of Trade .Unions
being formed? - -No, the South African Congress of Trade
Unions was formed in 1955 or 1954, somewherc around there,

- Yes, But the idea,, =-~- That wasn't a new trend,

The idea being to eoncentrate in specific fields of
politic~l and cconomic ~ctivity? ---Now, as far as the South
African Congrcss of Trade Unions was concerned, it was formed
ags 2 result of a development which nobody could really
foresee, It was formed becausc the South African Trades and
Labour Council was dissolved and some unions who were members
of the Trades and Lobour Council, felt that it Was nccessary
to perpetuate the smc type of organization as the Trades and
Labour Council, 2 multi racial trade union organization,

And thst is why it was formed, that is not any, it wasn't
a plan which could have bcen devised years before, it was
something which arosc bceause the trades =and labour council
was dissolvéd. |

No, I want to suggest to you that when this big

/cempaign, .
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campaign for the acceptance of a freedom charter was started
in 1954, it was 2 natural coﬁsideration that attention shdglé
be given to thc economic aspcets of the struggle?
Principally, for the purpesc of organizing the workers you
know, in a ccrt~in line and to ecducate them politically in
a more concentrntecd form then before? ---Yes,

And that is why Tﬂg South African Congress of Trnde
Unions was formed and was immedin tc]y linked up with - the 9
Frecdom Charter? —~4No, I don't agrec with that It wasn't
formed for th-t rcason, it was in existence and because 1%
was in existcnce, the leaders in the National Iiberation
Movement decided to hove an alliance with these people 2nd
to work together with them for an objective with which they
agrced, But the Congress of Trade Unions was not formed
for the purposcs of having a Congress of the People,

No, it was not, it was formed to concentrate more
specifically =nd scriously on the economic question ? ---No,

I told you why it was forméd, I don't want to be detracted
from that, It was formcd because it was considered
necessary , when the Trande and Labour Council Was dissolved
the Trade and Labour Council was a body which had a principle
of milti-racialists and when it was dissolved, it was
considcred nccessary that, by some unions who werc members of
the Trade and Labour Council, that such a body should continue
in existence, And that is why it was formed, That was it's
primafy purpose to continuc the principle of multi-racial
trade unions,

Yes, Now, when tiac Frecdom Charter was accepted
adopted in 1955, you found that the pcople who supported the
Congress of the People at the time, were the A N.C,, the
Indian Congrecsscs, Congress  of Democrats, Colourecd People's

' /Organization,..
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Organization and the Tradé Unions, South African éongress of
Trade Unions ? ---Yes, that is corfect.

Those bodies , the P@ace douncil and ThelSociety_of..
were two propaganda machines on the side, weren't they?
—--I don't think they had anything to do with the Congress

\‘\

of the People at all, >

Except that they also issued documents in which they
tried to link the strdégle for peace with the struggle
for liberation? ---I don't know, That may be.

But the main bodies really were théée five that I
have mentionecd to you? -——-Yes, |

And from then on they co-ordinated 2ll their
activities around the Preedom Charter? —---Yes, I think that
18 coerrect,

The one supporting the other throughout the ycars if
one cares to remember. A close knit organization which
calls itself The Congress Alliance? ---Yes, I think that
is correct, yes.

Yes, And this position developed until 1960 or 1961
when the A N.C, was banned? ---Yes, I suppose so, I think
it's correct,

Now, then, from then on, the Communist party started
issuing leaflets and so on, openly? -—---I don't know,

When did you first sSee literature issued by the
present Communist Party? —---I1 think the first thing that
I saw of any public evidence of the existence of the
Communist Party,-was gome, it wns a news item in the papers -
I can't remember the cxact details but I think it was
something about a leaflet having been distributed or
something like that. I'm not sure, But that was the , as

far as I remember, the first public evidence that I ever saw

Jot.
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by

of the existence of the party.

That was in what year? ---I'm afrbld I don't remember,

Before 19607 ---I really can t say. I'm not sure, »;-

Could it be after 19602 —--I'm afraid it would be |
pure guess-work if T tried"tq\fix a date on that, I just
don't remember, You must have that information sir, yoﬁ
probably know better than I do?

No, I'm asking you, bgcause I find it difficujt to
believe that you would have been left in the dark in connectio
with the Communist Party activities? -—=Well, I was approachéd
at one stage to join the party and I assume thot after I
refused, they surely wouldn't come and tell me stories
about themselves,

No, Mr, Weinberg, a-man with your experience and
background, and association witﬂ the old party, were too0
useful just to be left out in the cold? --- Well, thut may. be
so, but nobody came to talk to me about the Communist Party
after Mr., Wolpc hod spoken to me about joining it.

I suggest that's an untruth? ---I suggest you are

not being fair in calling me a 1idr, sir?

I suggest that you, with‘your knowledge, your
excellcent knowledge of communist theory, and experience in
trade union matters, will be the very first person they
would approach to come 2nd assist to direct the struggle from
now on, especially when the party had to go undergrouﬁh? —_
Well, I don't know about that, I think therc are many people
who are pefhaps far more advanced than I am politically,
in their undcrstanding and so on, And I don'f fhink they
' had any causc to consult me or , I don't know? Nobody came
to me, that is the point, I don't know what is in the minds
of these pcople and they didn't, they just didn't discussit

with me, _
/Yesterday.,.
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Yesterday I think you made a slip of”the tongue when
you said that you werc purely cmployed as an advisor to these
tronde unions, Then you corrccted it afterwards? ---No,

L

I didn't say I -wns employed as an advisor. I wasn't employed

at any time, =
You were regarded or you were approached ? —--I think
so, yes.

Yes, ---I think that's f%e way they looked at me,

Yes, Now, are you suggesting that the people in the
Communist Party never approached you for advice? ---I don't
know whether the pecople in the Communist Party ever approached
me for advice., People camec to me for advice very oft;n. I
don't always ask them what their political views are oOr whether
they are communists or what they are, In fact, if I had |
suspected that they were members of the Communist Party, I
would most certainly not have asked them in order not to
embarrass them, |

Yes, but you know the old adage tonce a Communist you j
arc always o Communist'? =—- That docsn't follow, It is SO !
in my case and I'm proud to say so, But it doesn't follow,

You saw thé ecvidence of one man standing here,
" Who wag he? ---Mr, Beyleveld,

What about him? ---I don't regard his attitude as that
of a.. well, I don't kndow? I don't know what to make of him,

No, but I don't think you understand what I'm driving
at? -t-Yes, | _

Mr. Beyleveld stood therc and he said that 'I still
hold those views'? ---Yes,

He hasn't retracted from his communist ,.. --- Well,

I can't make the man out? I can't understand him? I would
not behave like this and I don't know what he has in mind?

" Whot is your objection to Mr., Beyleveld? -—--I have

¥ o
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a grievance against him, I'm prejudiced against him,

- o

Yes, that I can undcrstand? ---Yes,

You don't liké the iaea of his having giveh evidenqe 1
against you? ---0f course not., He told lying, he gave lying
evidencé, He told a pagk of lies,

N

Mr, Weinberg, or éise, you? Either he is telling the

i

truth or you are tellinz the truth? ---Mr, Beyleveld told a

pack of liecs from beginnfng to cnd, There isn't any doubt

about it, whatsoever, It is very difficult for me , 1t 1s
easy for Mr, Beyleveld to come .into the Box and make all kinds
of glleg:tions like these, I'm presented witF what? I'm
presented with the statements that I attended meetings in the
middle of July, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, How can I
protect myself against these.statements? How can I defend
myself? If he fixed a‘date or a time I would look up my
diary, I would be able to say 'well, I was at another place',
I have no defence., The man comes and tells a story here and
I don't know what to say in rcply to that because he is
lying?

And was that , there was that Meyerson's place where
you all gathered together? ---I1 beg your pardon?

And was that Meyerson's flat where you say you ,
where you, the flat that you had or used, the flat that you
got permission from your friend to use? ---I was never at
that place with Beyleveld.

Well, you say you were therc with trade union people?
--—-Yes, I was,

Which people? ---Well, I can't remember exactly, Oﬁ
one occasion there was a person called - 1 dbn't know her
surname, Emily, she is on the staff of Sactu,, and well,
there were two other people on another occasion,

Who wcre they? -éeThey were banned people,

/Who,.
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Who were they? —--I'm afraid I'm not prepared to give
their names, :

Why not? ---Because I might be iﬂcn&minaféd then, they
Iare people who trusted me and I don't want to incriminate them,'

I don't understand thnt? ---Well, maybe you don't f
understaond that., |

And that wes how many times that you gathered there

/ |
with them? ---I had two meetings at that flat, Not necessarily

with, there was one with the young 1lady called Emily, 3
am afraid I don't rcmember hcr surname, o

Is she a non-White person? ---Yes,

Yes, and thc other two, were they also non-Whites‘?j
---Yes, Banned officials of Sactu,

You were taking these non-Whites to the White residentia.
flat? —---Is there 2 crime in that?

I'm 2sking? ---Yes, I was yes,

Yes, And Mr, Meyerson told his Worship that you came
to borrow the key everytime you necded the flat? ~--That is
correct.

And he says that you came there about three -four times?
~—=Well, I think, as far as I can remember, I borrowed the
key three times from‘him, yes,

The last occasion you never bothered to return the
key? ---That is correct.,

Is that when you were caught? ---I beg your pardon?

Is that.whon you were arrested? ---It was shortly before
I was arrested, yecs,

Were yoﬁ still in possession of the key when you were
arrested? ---Yes, I was in possession of the key when I was
arrested,

Now, you say you went there for the purpose of discussin

/trade...
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trade union matters? --—Yest: >

And how many meetings'did you have there? —---As I
snid, twice, Two meetings.

Just two meetings? ---Yes,

And how did it come ~bout then that you allowgd
MNWS. Bernsteinnfh‘use the flat? ---Well, she asked me whether
I could help hgr to find a place where she éould have 2
meeting, /

Where she could have a meeting, What sort of meeting?
For whom? ---She wanted to have a mecting with banned persons
who were , well, women: who were members of the South African
Fedcration of Women, :

Which persons did she want to meet there? —--I couldn'tl
tell you.

How many times did she borrow the key from you? --Once,

Did you tell Mr, Meyerson that you wanted  -the flat to
be used by Mrs, Bernstein? ---No, I did not,

Why not? ----Well, I didn't consider it necessary,

Did you think it was right to mislead Mr, Meyerson about
the purposé of thevuse of the flat? ---Wéll, I'm on fairly
friendly basis with Mr, Méyersoﬁ, I thihk he would trust me,

I don't think I have to tell him cverything I do,

Yes, but why couldn't you tell him that actually there
were some ladies Whg wanted the use of the flat? ---I didn't
consider it necessary.

Supposing he hnd gone to the flat.and found them there,
what would have happencd? ---He was hardly likely to go to the
flat if hc didn't have the key.

No, but supposing hc had éone there, expecting to find
you there and he found the women there? ---It would have been
bad luck,

Is this a fﬁrnished flat? ---Yes,

Thz,
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A big'one?-;--No,.it's a bachélor flat,

On what datés did §bu have meeting§ at this flat? —---
I think I had one meecting éometime in April or May, I'm hot
too sure of that aﬁd anofher_peeting abéut the middle of
September,

What year did you first start using the flat? ——-
Last year, 1964, 3

The fi;st meeting was in? -—---About April or May, I thi

That was with Emily? ---Yes,

‘The next one? =<-That was about the, I th}nk the
beginning or middle of September;‘

No, but then you were alreadm in custody? ---No, I
was arrcsted on the 23rd or 24th of September,

So, was the meeting in Scptember with these two non-
White banned persons? ---Yes,

Now, when did Mrs. Berstein borrow the key? ---1 think
it was somewhere around June, beginning of June, something
like that,

No, but this man told us that up to July you had
borrowed the key about four times? So there obviously you
are moking a mistake? —--Well, I think he is mistaken, I
borrowed the key altogether, three times,

But now why couldn't you return the key to him in
'July? -—-1 did return the key, I

: He says.you never returned the key? ---I1 didn't return
the key to him after , it was after-September.- I used the
place again in September,

Now, you say you did not have a meeting at that flat
with Beyleveld? ~--Yes; I say that, quite definitely.

Now, where did Beyleveld get then to know that you had
got the key, ‘that you had any say about the right to the use
of the flat? ---I don't know, I supposc he got it from

U Negeaal
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Mrs, Bernstein. | ¢

Why would Mrs, Bern;%ein go and broéhcast things about
you and risk your being involved in a thing..? ---Ithink it is
obvious, because he'ﬁas aﬁparently involved in some activities
with Mrs, Bernstein, ;

But whf\would Mrs. Bernstein go and say to him 'look,
I got the use of this flat through Mr, Weinberg'? ---I don't
know, ©She may,have gaid it,

Do you think Mrs, Befnstein would have becen as
in-cautious as that? T——Possibly, I don't -know,

For how many &ears have you‘known'Mrs. Bernstein? —---
It's difficult to say, I suppose aboutp 12 - 15 years.

And you know that these meetings were held in strict
secrecy? ---Yes, I suppose soO,

The whole idea was to avoid detection? ---I suppose SO,

And that for that reason, the one was expected not to
say anything to the other? Not to reveal any information
that could le2d to the detection of these places? ---Well,
thot is possible, I can only assume , I mean, I don't recally
know whaf happehed, I can't say., But it is obvious to me
that Beyleveld knew of the existence of, about the use of
that flat,

Because he was there with you? ---No, he was not there
with me. I never was there with him,

pI suggest.to you that it's most unlikely that Mrs,
Bernstein would have gone and broadcast the fact that you'd
arrange for the use of that flat if you hadn't becen there
with them? - —-He may have asked her 'whose flat is this'
and she may have told him, I don't know,

Now, you have becen longer in the Communist Party fhan
Beyleveld ever was? ---I beg your pardon?

You wcre longer connected with thé Communist Party

/than., .
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than Beyleweld? ---I don't know,

30, ‘ 2250, 520 Weinberg.

Much more experienced than he was? ---Well, E don't
really know because I left the Communist Party in 1950 and
he apparently was a member until he came here,

Yes, you see, Beyleveld doesn't say that you only had

a meeting at 82 Twickenham Court? ---Yes,

”~

He says you also had a meeting at Westminster Hall? —-=

/ I don't even know where the place is?

Sure of it? ---I don't know? I was never there,
., " And Cyril Jones? Dﬁ you know him? ---I know Cyril Jones

yes.,

And his house fn Cooper Strect, Cyrildene? ---I don't
know his housc in Cooper Street,

Beyleveld says you also had a meeting there? ---1 was
never at his housc in Cooper Street,

And the empty house near the water fower in Bellevue?
-—-~1 don't know what that is, .

And the 705 Concordia in Berea? =---1I don't know the

place,

Andl8 Trewellyan Court in Noord Street? ---I don't know
the place, I've scen all these places, I wish I knew a little
more about them, perhaps I could get some cvidence to show
that I wasn't there,
| And he says you were on the central committee with him?
——==That is not true, |

And you discussed various questions on thesc occasions?
~--I never discussed suéh questions with him and I hever
was therc on these occasions that he speaks of.

On one occzasion you were supposed to bring along certai
non-White central committee members? And you didn't turn up?
---I don't know what he is talking about,

You didn't turn up with those people? ---I don't know

what he is talking about,

/Bllt,.
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But you heard him say thgt? -1 he%rd him say that.

Yes, Why WOuld he introduce these little details
unless that was the truth? ---Well, I find it difficult to
reconcile this man with what he has been saying, ﬂ

But this man doesn't say that you were at the one
meé%ing. He says £ﬁat in regard to the one meeting you were
supposed to come there with certain non-Whitcs but you
didn't turn up? ---That is not true, That is absolutely
untrue,

Are you suggestiqg_that he was making.ﬁp this story?

---I think so,

Do you know Matthews ? A man by thHe name of 'Mac'
or 'Solly Matthews'? ---No,

John Matthews? —---I think I know him,

You know John Matthews? ---Yes,

Who is he? ---Well, he is an oldish man - isn't he the
man involved in this kitchen case?

Yes, he was,., ---I have known him,

Yes, he was éonvictcd therec, I think? ---Yes, I know hii

Yes, Aﬁd Paul‘Joseph? —-—=1 know Paui Joseph,

And Dan Thloome?, ——--I know Dan Thloome, I worked with
him in the South African Congress of Trade Uniohs.

And also in the earlier Communist Parties? ---I don't
remember that but it is not impossible, |

Yes, But Beyleveld says that Tloome also attended
some of these meetings?- central committee méetings? ---He
may, I don't know,

I beg your pardon - The district committee? —---I
don't know about that,

Beyleveld was supposed to re-organize the district
committec and for that purpose he got in touch with Thloome?
~—-It's no use sir, I don't know anything about the district

/committee,..
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/committee,..
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commiteé or central committee or whatever ecommittee you are
talking about. I just don't know about these things.

Yes, yes., But a man like Th;bome was a great trade
unionist?---Yes, at onc time.

Until when? ---Well, I\Fhink he was chairman of the
Non-European Tradc Union Councii during the war or shortly
after the war,

Yes? —-- And I don't kifow exactly his history after
that but for a time he took an interest in trade unions and
then he was banncd, And then I lostr sight of him,

Wasn't he also associated with the South African

J
Congress of Trade Unions? ---Yes, 2t one time, that is correct.

In what capacity?---I can't remember, I remember
having discussions with him about trade union work,

Now, idcologically spcaking, there was no hindrance
to you to join thc Communist Party when it was resuscitated
in 19539 —---Well, I had personal and political considerations,

Incidentally, before I go further, the programﬁé
seems to make it clear that there was, that the present
Communist Party was formed to carry forward and raise.still
higher thc banncr of the Communist Movement undcr the new
and tecsting conditions of illegality and further, that the
South African Communist Party is the heir to the tradition
created by the Communist Party of South Africa - on page 47,
the second paragraph? ---Yes, I see that,

And those documents that you have in front of yéﬁ there,
also deal with the same idca thnt the present Communist
Party was mercly 2 continuation of the o0ld one, Perhaps
I should show you 'Our new dréft'programme' . Will you
look at this documcnt called : "Our new draft programme",

Did you ever see that document? It seems to have becn issued

after'1961. "A message from the Central Committee, South

/African,..
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African Communist Party"? ---I haven't seen this documenf.

On page 1, paragraph 4, it says that the 'Since our
1953 programme the World Communist Movement, of which the
South African Communist Party is an integral port,' and it
goes on tohsay certain otﬁér things?---Yes, I sce that,

Yes, now, are you in-a position to express any dbinion
in regard to the similarity,or otherwise between the two
parties, the o0ld one that was dissolved in 1950 and the
present one? Or would you say this is merely 2 FOntinuation
of the old party? ——;Well,-it is ﬁot a confinuation beéause
it scems to me that not all the old members rejoindd, So
I can't regard it as a continuation,

Yes, and as regards the policy? --- And as regards -
the policy, I think therc have been some advances in
thinking and in attitudecs. |

Yes, Well, to take account of.. ---I'm judging by
this document which I here read carefully, 1 think there are
advances in thinking there.

Yes, but as you‘undefsfood the , as you undcrstand and
you know this communist theory, thcre's reélly no difference
between the prescnt party's objectives,- policy? --- Well,
the basic principles and thce basic ideas of communism have
remained unchanged for something like 150 years.,

Yesy, but I mean, it stafts off here in the beginning
by saying that it's whole theory is based on Marxism 2nd
Leninism? ---Yes,.

That was also the theory of the old Communist Party?
~-—-=Yes, | |

Now, you made it clear yesterday that as a dedicated
communist you would regard it yoﬁr duty to propogate your
views wherever you could?---Well, I've always expressed my

/views.,.
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views freely, ycs.

And whenkan organization was formed like the present
South African Communist Party, ﬁaﬁ wouldn't have had any
qualms of conscience to join it? ---Well, I gave 1t some
thought. But , well, one is often put into that position, |
one has to take dccisions soﬁetimes on one devise because
of the pressure of personal considerations and political

/
considerations. I felt that I couldn't do any good by

joining. I was also at that stage in a rather difficult

position financially. I had just lost a job and yes, well,

the point is that I thought over these things caref?lly and
I would have joined probably at some time or other but I
did not join because at the time I was approached I théught
over it carefully and I ce2ame to the conclusion that I wouidn't
do any good to anybody.

No, but were you approached? ---I was approached, yes,

Yes, but were you approached to take charge of a

articular job or what? --=No, I was asked whether I would
join, whether I would become a member of the new party.

Yes, and that fact wouldn't hove béen published in
the Government Gazette? ---I1 beg your pardon?

If you joined as a member , that fact would not have
been published in the Government Gazette? ---I'm sure it
wouldn't have been published.

It wouldn't have been broadcast to the world? ---I
don't follow the impact of yoﬁr question? 1I'm not sure wh't
you mean?

Yes, this whole organization was a seeret one? ---Yes,

And it follows that your membership would have been
kept secret? —---Yes, But that wasn't the main consideration
why I didn't join, 1 feit that I would have by joining, I
would take on an additional responsibility with  which I

/couldn't,..
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couldn't cope, It would hinder th¢ work that I was doing
and it would not help me in /my work and it wouldn't help
anybody in my work if I joined.) |
| No, but what responsibility would you have been

takiné on if you joiﬁéﬁ? - Wellz I assume that when you
join an organization you'll have to do some workqfor it?
You'll have to attend meetings; - you have to - all kind of
things and I felt that I just couldn't .. |

But they wouldn't have been unreasonable if you were
engaged on other work? ---Well, I don't know whether they
would have been or wouldn't have been. But I thought ~bout
it very carefully and that was my decision,

And you have already said that you werec not asked to
fulfil any specific task, you were merely asked to join as
a membcr? —--- Yes, but I suppose that includes obligations,
some kind of obligations and activities, 1 would have
included obligations, it wouldn't have helped me in the
work that I was Setting myself out to do, But as I say,
one sometimes haé to fake decisions, I considered this thing
very carefully and in my own mind I felt that I was doing
the best I could in the way I was carrying on,

What I don't understand , is that you wouldn't have
objected fo giv}ng a bit of financial support if necessary?

A few pounds here and there? ---Yes, if I had been asked,

I mean, you as a dedicated communist wdﬁld have |
regarded it as part of your own philosophy and outlook in
life to support a body which work towards your own views, I
your own objectives? ---I1 probably would have been very
proud if they hnd asked me for money.

I suggest you‘would have gone further, you would have
volunteered --- to give money?

To assist them wherever you could? ---Well, I couldn't

\
l
/think, .
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think of money at that time, |
. Well, not necessarily money then, but you would have¥

assisted them in cvery way you could? ;h—I felt that I was

doing a job which was useful in the movement and that was the

best nseistance that I could give,

COURT: Would you mind repeating that please? ---I felt that

I was ydoing a job in the movement, in the Trade Union Movement
and that that was thce best contribution that I could make in

any circumstances, But I couldn't do anymore than that,

r

MR, LIEBENBERG: You mean that your job in the liberation

Movement, in the Trade Union Movement was assisting the
Communist Party? --- Well, it was assisting the Trade Union
Movement in the first place, That is the movement that I ’
was interested in. I've spent a whole life in that movement,
That is what I was concerned with, That was incidentally
mturally assisting the progress of the whole movement, I
was concerned with that too, yes,

 Yes, but it would be assisting the Commnist Party?
———1% ﬁight have assisted them; my work might have been
of assistance to theﬁ.

No, but Mr, Weinberg, as I understand the position,

this Communist Party-br the o0ld one rotheér , was declared
unlawful in 1950, And for reasons which you probably shared,it
was regarded as necesgary to start something again., To keep
that Communist Party functioning at all costs? ~--Yes,

And now, I suggest that you as a dedicated person,
would have felt that it was vital to see that th~t body
was kept going? —--- ﬁell, Y & felf that other people could do
that., I had othcr considerations, I had other things todo.

Yes, but how many other-péople were there? ---I1 don't
know? .

How do you knowt then that other people couidﬁhave

/aone. ...
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done it? --- Well, there was Mr, Wolpe who was speaking to
me,

Yes, but who else? —=-I don't know,

From of the evidence wé have heard in this C&urt; there
were very few communist groups and cells? ---I don't know :
about that, g

Or was it your policy to leave certain members in the
background for practical reasons? "——- Was it my policy?

Was it the party's policy? To leave cerqain members
in the background for practical purposes? --=I don't know,

When you werc still a member of the party? ---
Apparently not because they did ask mc to join.

Yes, they probably had a specific task for you?---That
wasn't discussed,

Well now, then, I can't sce,..? --- The only task that
I suggested th't I could do-at any time, and I suggested it
to Wolpe, was trade unioir work and I said that I can do that
mich better without being a member, without being in the
organization, And I felt that I could do my work withéut
endangcring other pecople , without endangering myself by
not belonging to an illegal orgenization, I realised that
that is perhaps a decision which partly conflicted with my
own thinking. But one has to take such decisions semetimes,

I couldn't help it, I was in that situation that that is
the way.Ifelt nﬁd that is the decision I took,

But what I want to know from you is, that you could
have agreed to becoming a member of the party. You could have
agreed to continuing you. work in the trade union without
any inconvenience, without any risk of this exposure? —--

The fact is, that I didn't agrec, Possibly, if you had

approached me then, as you approached me now, I might have

_/joined,.
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joihed but Mr, Wolpe ncver put aﬁy other’considerations
against my consideration, he didn?t succeed in breaking ny
ideas down and he in fact left it at that,

So you were preparedxfo mcet banned people in the flat_
unlawfully? ---Well, 1 reachéa the situation where I had no
alternative at one stage. I had to do certain things and..

And you were prepared’to neet , or to allow Mrs,

Hilda Bernstein to meet pcople unlawfully? ---Yes, I think
it was a small contribution to make,

So on those occasions you were prepared to aﬁt
unlawfully? ---Yes, that is of course 14 - 15 years later
and I still didn't go to the extent to which you are suggestinﬁ

I don't want to go into the theory again, but you know |

| |
how, in the chapter of 'Strategy ~nd tactics', you were |

taught to use all sorts of methods, legal or illegal ,
whatever was necessary in given circumstances in order to
achicve your ultimate goal? That was regarded as members
who had joined, to resort to-all sorts of methods if it,
provided it furthered the objective? ---Yesy My attitude
was that the best way that I could serve my purpose, was by
not joining? That was my attitude,

No, but then, who would hdve been any the wiser? —--
I'm not sure, I don'?t know whether that is any consideration
at all.

Yes? As I suggested to you, it isn't a fact that

would havé been published in the paper or in the gazctte or
anywhere, It's not anything that would have been
circulated amongst people. It's 2 fact that wculd have
beeh kept secret within the ranks of those members? ---Yes,
that wasn't my main consideration., It was one of the
considerations, I suppose. But my main consideration was

that I felt I had a job to do and I didn't want to endanger

/that..
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I see even this programme of thé;first Party stéles
tnat principle clearly? ---Yes, | : | ‘

"Thet =~ member has no right to fefuse to_carry‘out
instructions"? ---I don't agrece with that,

He 1s subjccted tO‘SQrict Porty discipline? ---Yes,
But is 2 voluntary discipliné. s

Yes, Now, isn't the truth of the position that the
Comrmunist Party was disbandgd in 1950 purely for practical
reasons? —--I1 think it was disbanded on the legal advice,

And becnuse the law would have imposed éénctions
because there would have been a risk of prosccution if the
Party continued to function? - after that Act came into
operation? ---I can't remember the details of the legal
advice, but it might have. been duc to that, yes,

Yes, but my point is that no law or legislation by
any capitalist country would have persuaded the Communist
nembers of that old Party, to forsake their views and
abandon their ideas? Isn't that so? ---Well, I never changed
my views, I agreed to™that, -

That's what applicd to everybody? —--Well, I can't
speak for othcr pecople but I speak for myself, I did not
change my views,

As a matter of fact, any effort to stuntify thec ideas
of these people would have intensified their beliefs? Would
have made them more determined to achieve their objective? —--
Well, if one can be more determined, yes, I suppose so,

wa, I can't see why you would have felt scared just
because therc was a remote risk of Harold Wolpe telling
sonebody else that you had become a member? ---No, I didn't
say at any stage that I was scarcd. The reason why I didn't
re-~join the Comrunist Party was because I had a certain aﬁount

of time available for certain political work. I considered

/Trade,..
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Trade Union Work my field and I‘;as going to work with some
people, certain people and I felé thét if I was also a member
of the secret.organizatidﬁ, thﬁi I might endaﬁger my;work,
not myself, but my work and the people that I was wof&ing
with, I had respdﬁbibility towards them too, That was the
uppermost in iy mind, | %

Now, of whaﬁ,sections was the old Party composed? How
was it , what was it's structure? What sections were there,
how ,.? ——- Well, I think it's pretty much the way
Mr, Beyleveld described {t. There wﬁs‘a National coﬁferenoe
which was the highest authority; therc w?s a céntral
committeec which carried out the decisions of the National
Conference and policies of the National Conference . And
there were, if 1 remember rightly, branch commitfees, in the
various areas,

Yes, I have a document callcd here 'Rules'of the
South African Communist Party as revised by the sixth
National Conference.,' I want to know whether - it's not
dated - whether this structurc was any different from the
old one, PFirstly, thé.highest authority in the Party was
the National Confernnce? ---Yes, that is correct,

And then the central committce was elected by the
Conference and it had thc right to go up to members and
appoint it's own officers and between confercnces it was
to be the highest authority in the Party? ---I think that is
correct, as far as I rcncmber, thc policy making body was the
National Confercnece and the central committec would carry
out policies decided by the Conference.

Yes, and then,. --- If they had to change major
policies, if therec was any idea of changing them they would
have to call a National Confercnce,

Yes, but then the central committeec had the right to

/bppoint;.
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appoint district committees? -- Yes, | *
In districts there where therc were sufficied members?

---I suppose so, yes, I thought they were called 'branch

committees', Iam sorry, |

~N
Yes, then the district committees were sub-committecs

of the central committee, thcy were appointed by the central
conmittee to carry out such functions As the central committec
would allocate from time to time to them and including the
establishment and crection of groups, sub-committees and ‘-
other Party organizations? ---Yes, I suppose so,
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/any...
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any ruies of secrcey., I - the Party at that.tipe wag
functioning openly and .. |

Were you entitled to go and disclose to the out31de
world what was decided?--- We did dlsclosé\wh“t was decided,
Party general ncetings werc public mcetings, practically,
There were open discussions of everything,, We had that
publicntion which published oﬁr point of view and thcre
- werc no rules of sccrecy ns far as I know, I can't remember
any such thing, r

Yes, But 1 méﬂn, in the later organization, that
would be a very esscntial requircment? ---In the new P rty?

Yes? ---Possibly, I don't know,

What- precisely was your position in the old Party, in
what committec did you secrve? --=-Well, to the best of ny
knowledge, I was just a - I was a2 member of the group,
the Trade Union group 2t one time and I think that is all,

I have 2 very vague rccollection of hav1ng attended meetlngs
of the Johannesburg District Committee, but I don t think

I was a nember - on the other hand, I'm not sure of tha t
It's quite possible that I was, I don't +think I was, I'm
thinking very hard about this but I can't recoliect 6, 1
can't remembor ever having béen an‘official'pr office

bearcr of the Commanist Party.

Did you address public meetings arranged by the
district committee? ---I did address public meetings, yes,

Yes. At the City Hall? ---Well, various places,

Frequently? ---Quite frcquently, yes,

I take it you werc rated as a good speaker? ---I
don't know about that, th:t was for others to say.

I mean, in the general.,. ? --- Well, I think I could
express myself, yes. I was frequently called upon to spezk,
every Sunday night, for instance on the City'Hall steps,

| /quite..
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quite often,

Yes. So then a situation developed in this country
which made the opening functioning of this Party impossible?
‘Now, I want +to know from you why you couldQlf indicate your
willingness to assist the new organization and for reasons
of your own, decide to work in the background, the cxcuse
from attending mcetings, the excusc from holling specific
offices? =--- Well, I gave you ny reasons, I can only repecat
fhem N .

You've given the reasons which I suggest is not the
truth? ---I'm telling the truth, sir.

And it ws your duty as nmuch as any of the other
nmembers of the old Party to see that this novement did not
die, did not go out of existence, it wns as much your
responsibility, You would have had an internal .. of
conscience if you had neglectod your dutyin that reghrd?
-—=That nay be true,

As rmch, this was a life-long dcdicated outlook that
you had accepted, it's your whole life, your whole energy,,
all your ecnergies were directcd towards achieving that, and
herc the South African Goverment saw fit to pass o picce
of legislation which debarréd you from  open action, I
suggest thot you would not have beer deterrcd by that, you
would have made it yourb business to achieve your objects
ag you already indicated, you certainly did propogatc your
views wherever you couid? -—=YeSs,

But thaf was one aspect of your activity. The other
aspcet was the keep the crganization in existence? --- There's
a great deal of truth in what you say, but I didn't see it
that way ~nd I decided not to try it,

I'1ll suggest to his Worship eventually th~t ' it's
2 strange thing that you, such a convinced dedicated man,

/would..
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would be allowcd to roam at large, to do as you like, work in
this trnde union and opcrate there wherevqf you 1like without
having that connection, that link with the Party organization.
And I suggest to you-that is very un%ikely? - Well, I told
you what my position was, that is all\I cgyisay.
I'm not criticising you for holding those views? —-—--
Yes, g

I'm'ﬁot criticising you? --- Which vicws?

Your Conmrmnist vicws - I'm not criti&ising them;' But
wht I suggest is that you have as rmuch a responsibility
as any of the other members of the o0ld Party to sce that thé
prcsent Party was functioning and that it was effective? —--
You are criticising ny dccision not to join the Communist
Party., Therce may be something in that, It nmay be a
criticisn well deserved, but at the time when I considered
that I felt that I couldn't do it, that it wasn't wise for
me to do it, that it wasn't the right thing to do, and I
did not join, I may havc changed ny mind later, I don't
know, possibly., But at the timec Ididn't 'and Iwas never
appraached again,

Yes, but that's not the quecstion of whether you were
npproached. The gqucestion is whether 'you wouldn't have gone
yoursclf? -—--- Vherce could I go,

To the pcople who werc in charge and organizing and
directing the now‘Party? -—-] don't know who they arc,

Because you rcached the stage where practically all
the activities , 21l the bodies wecre hanpered, were -
restricted by lecgislation? —---Not in nmy case, I could still
do quite a lot of work ir thc Trade Union field,

Yes, look, after a little wrong and a bit of
problen herc and o problem there, you solved that sort of

thing.. =-- Well, that was mny field and thot is where I worked,
/And. ..
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And I could do a lot of work therc and I d4id, s

You h~d no scope for any large scale politiéal
activities? --- Well, I've ncver becen a large scale political
worker, I've been, ny attitude has been cléar\but I've never
been a large scale political worker, ncver in nmy life,

Isn't the position this that towards 196 O- 1961, the
Congress Movcrment found itself in a real crisis |,
organizationally? ---You ncan thc African National Congress?

| Yes? —--- Well thc Congrcss was banned after 1960.

The Congress of Democrats was banned all the other,.
——— The African N~tional Congress was banned after 19607

Yes, thc¢ Congress of Democrats was banned?--- Ycs,
well, that was banned, I don't know when, I ‘think in 1962
or 1963,

Yes ? - The opportunitics of working openly wecre
considernbly restricted? —---Yes,

Now, you as a de’icated Comrmnist, found yourself to
2 large extent cut off so far as open puﬁlic écfivities
was concerncd? ---I was still able to do Trade Unién work,
Right up to the monent of my arrest, practically, I was able
to do that sort of work and I did it.

Purcly cconomic aspects, cconomic work?-aers. I
consider that very important., :

What about thce political part? ---Vell, I consider
that a part of the political part, It is a part of the work
that 1s nccded, -

Didn't you think that the time h-d come for you to..
-==In fact, if I may sa; so, I considered the Trade Union
work at onc stnge far more important than others, because
one, in order for the movement to advance, one has to hnove
industrial background, one has to have contact with the

- workers,

.
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Yes, but now, didn't &%u think the timé had come for
you to rc-organize your forces, take stock of the positioﬁ
and see what was left 6ut of all these stringent measures
adoptcd, passcd by Parliament? ---Wéll, tht's what'we kcpt
dbing n1ll the tirle in thec Trade Union, Particularly ﬁﬂén
officials of thc movement were beling banned,'one after the
other, we had to }hink of new pcople, we had to meet new
workers from the frnctories in order to ask them whether they
would come on to tho executive cormittec and ‘whether.they
would step in to help. rThat had to be done‘all the time?
COURT ADJOURNS: (Witness to peruse documents),

ON RESUMPTION: Appearances as before:

WITNESS WEINB RG: Still under Oath: Continues-.evidence,

MR, LIEBENBERG © XXD: Continues: Mr, Weinberg, I want to

put some passages to you from this bock 'Fundamentals of
Marxism ond Leninisn', this incidentally, is an authoritative
wrk on the thoofy of Corrmnism, Now, on page 411, the

book has this to say about Communists: "They are in no way
peculiar pedplc,'they are plain workers, peasnnts, intellectual
in a word, ordinary péople, but fhoy are distinguished by
their greater class conscious , ideological steadfastness
and consequently, more intensc erolutionary character and
readiness to foce any brdeal for thc sake of the lofty idea
which thoy“hﬁve unitéd to realise, Their life is bound up
with the intcrcsts ofthe people nnd they are deeply conccrned
with everything that agitates thec people's minds." Do you
agrce with thot dcscription of the true Gomrunist? ---Yes,

And it goes on to say that'"History shows us that
before becoming real vanguards, the Revolutionary Party
usually pass through a number of stages of political and
organizational development. At the outset they are more often
than not propagondist groups nnd their work is conducted

/mainly. o
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mainly within their own ranks, This is necessary to ensure
ideological unity, educate fhoimembérship and improve the'
organization, Then comes the time when the Partics go to

the masses and begin to ilgad strikes and mass actions of the i
working class, This period is very inmportant for it

significs the nerging of the spontaneous working class movement
- with thc ideas of social!ém and it's transformation into a
class conscious organized movament."- Do you agree with

that too? ---Yes, I read it Jégy gquickly, bﬁt I think

I agree with that, - :

And then her. on page 411, it says that 'The duties
of a Party member constitute the corner-stone of all Party
activity, since the Communist Party is called upon to
carry out thc great tosks of radically re-organizing society
It.cannot considcr a mcrclagrcement of it's members with
the Party programne,sufficient., A Comrmnist is one who
actively helps to cﬁrry out the programme of the party
and necessarily works in ohec of it's organizations undecr
it's leadership and control. Do you agree with that? ——-
Yes, I agrece with that,

And as I undcrstand the position, before a person is
accepted a2s 4 nember, he has to undcrgo a period of training?
--=Well, I don't know what fhe position is now, In the
olden days whcen I wns a member of the Party, thc procedurc
was to enrol 2 man into a2 group and to give him training in
the gfoup, once he w.s a nenber,

Yes, but now, would a member be aceepted as such
beforc hc has a good knowledge of the theory? ~--That night
be one of thc conditions, yes. There are of course, other
- things that would apply to a good party m?mber. |
Yes, and would he for instance, then first of all be

/placed, ..
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placed in propogandist groups first and then later on allowed
t o progress to more impoffqnt work? ---I don't think thnt 19‘
what this neans at all, This givée n histofical perspective
of how the Cormmunist Party arises, how 1t grows, It starts
off with 1littlc groups and éﬁén becones a Party, But ..

P - No, it deals with the functions of the Corrmnist
Party? It starts oof with,/the title is 'Vanguard of the
working class nnd all the working people', Then it deals
with the peculiaritics, or shall T -say, characteristics of
the Comrunists thenselves? ~~-0f the individual communist,

Of thc¢ individual, yes, ---Yes, |

Now, what I'm trying to suggcst is that you wouldn't
have put a beginner onto important mass work, for instance?
You would have allowed him/first to find his fcet as it were
in the early stages and grndually when he has shown hinself
you would 2llow hinm to , or assign more important tasks to
hin? ---I suppose so, yes,

Now,for instonce, in your position, and I take it that
what is said here What the Communist must be ready to face
any ordeal for the sake of the lofty idea which they - well,
he speaks of 'Communists ' in the plurall- 'they must be
ready to face any ordeal for the sake of the lofty idea
which they have united to realise.' That applies to all
Comrmunists who have devoted their whole lives to the couse
of Communism? - Do you ngrce with me? ---Yes,

Now, you found yourselves in a similar situatidn,
working in o Party which hnd that objecct of achieving
goclalism in South Africa or Communism, shall I say? ---
When did I find nyself in that position?

At the tinme when you were still in the old Party? ——-
That is corrcect, yes.,

And then, through circunstances outside your control,

/this,.
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this Party becane banned? ---Yes,
That I suggest, didn't, in a way, in the least interfere
or prevent you from working , you know, for your own views

and objectives? ---Yes, I worked forit according to my own

o
\

views, ycs, : .

Yes, but I take it that whatever you undertook, was
always linked up with the achie¢¥enents of the Comrmnist
ideal? ---I think I had that in nind, ycs,

I nienn, whatever activities in ,the Trade Uniions ‘
for instance, you undertook , was always linked up with your
own ,,? --- To help 2long the working class struggle, ;cs.

Yes, And to achieve Communisn in South Africa? Now,
when corrmnication became severed and difficult between the
verious groups, I take it yoﬁ, yourself, saw to it that you
maintainced contact with the other pcople? - in the Congress
Alliance? Didn't you? ---I maintained csntsct with a lot
of people , yecs, who werc in thq novenent, Many people,

Yes, but I meank, to make sure that you weren't going
off on a track on your own, and lose.touch with, the great
novement, .,? ---Well, I kept in touch , I read the papers,

I read the New Age, I hnad sometincs discussions with peoplec
who visited nc and sometimcs I visitcd other pecople and
had discussions. surc, I kept in‘fouch with various pcople
who hcld sinmilar views as I did,

And for instance, would you kecp touch with people
who were in the Comnmunist Party with you, before?-- Yes,

Like thc Bernstein's for instance? ---1I kept in
touch with themn, thcy were friends of mine,

Slovo ? - yes, But you nade sure that your part of

the work was followingthe gcneral pattern of the Congress
Moverent? ---Along the lines that I thought right, yes,

/Yes,.
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Yes, Now, and I.take it, where you saw fit to offer
advice, you did so? For argﬁmaﬁt's éake,_if you found in :
a certain concrete situation that an explosive situation had.
arisen, for instance, that\}t would be opportune to lead the
workers in a2 certain campaién, you would naturally have made
suggestions nlong those lines? --- Well, if people asked ne
for advice I would voice ﬁ§ opinions, most c¢ertainly, ycs,

Yes. But you know, in the course of the years-there
was always the May-Day celeb:;ti@hs, do you renember .that?
--=Yes,

!
Thet is a general labour day observed througho it the

world?---Yes,

And the Trade Unions that you worked in also supﬁortod
the Moy-Day event? --- Well, not in recent years, as far as
I renecmber,

Up to when? Say, up to 1956?---Well, I'm not surc
but I think so, yes,

The idea was bto effect a grecater unity amongst the
workers on thot day? —--Yes, It is International Labour Day,

Yes, And I suppose you also clanourcd or agitatcd
for higher wages for the workers? ——;Yes, I did my best in
that direction. I, for instance, took part in discussions
about the canmpaign for R2 a day. In fact, I helped to
draft sone of the reprcsentations in that connection,

Yes, I , there is = docunent before the Court called
'For highcr wages'! - '1and and equality'! or something? -
'Freedon, land and equality'? A document issued by the
- Comrmnist Party? ---Idon't remember it, (Could I have
a look ot 1%%7)

Yes, you cnn have a look, I think it's Exhibit 2,

I should have shown it to you earlicr but - I think it's
Exhibit 4 - on the reverse side therc's the same pamphlet

/appears.,..
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appears in Sesotho? /I can surmarise it for you? ~--Well,
I've never seen this document, Idon't know it, |

You know nothing about such a document having been
h-issued, agita£}hg for higher wages and ot the same time
ext0lling thc virtues of socialism to the people, I think,
linking, they nFc finishing off there by reference to the
socialist revolution in Russia? ---I've never scen this
document, I don't know it. :

Yes, but I find it strangec that you would be
agitating for thc sane ideas as the Corrmunist Party, without
your knowledge of what they werc doing? —-7We11, apparently
th~t happened? I notice for instance that oné of +the
docunments in hcrc that you gave ne to rend in the break,
deals with some qucstions, I admit, far in advance of wh~t

I'n thinking, I hadn't thought along those “lines at all,

it's a new trend of thinking, ~pparently.

Yes, but I'm concerncd now zbout this economic aspect,
the demand for highcr wages was not new? ~~-No, it's not ncw,

The denand fof equality'is not new? ---Yes, but I
don't sce this dealing with higher wages? It deals with a
variety of questions, ns far as I cnn see, it deals with
the Russia Revolutioﬁ.

Ye;? -—-— Apparcntly with the anniversary of the
Russian Revolution,

That is right, What I am suggesting to you all
morning, is that there wns a, a conscious effort was nade
throughout the years to co—ordinéte the activities of the
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Do you remember that? ---Yes,
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to see publications issucd in the time when the A,N.C, was

allowed, I also saw their doecuments very often. Recenfly

P S
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I haven't secn ruch of that stuff at all, and I also used
- to gét s not so vcr& iong ago, some publicétions;through the
"post, |

Yes, welii that's what I;m driving at? Weren't you
ever supplied witﬁ..;? ~--No, not this, I'm.quite certain I
never saw that, I sow a publication cnlled 'The African
Conmnist!, thﬁ{’cqmc to me through the post,

'The Frccdon Fighter'? ---I don't remember seeing 1%,

-

I saw it in Court,

Did you receive nost of 'The Afﬁican Communist'! issues?
--~I don't know, therc are nmost, I rcceived a number, ycs,

'The Revolutionary way out', which I asked you to
read? --=-Yes,.- I rcad that, I never saw that at all,

That wns actually publishcd in the South African
Cormunist?--- Well, then I must have missed it, because that's
an entirely ncw docunent to me,
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have missed it then,

On onc occnsion you, I ‘think you were , or your house
was searched ~nd various documents werc found there s l1ike
'"The Marxist Review'!? —---Yes, I used to get that through the
post on ocensions.,

And thcre was a booklet was found called 'Economnic
conditions of problems', 'Econonic problems of Socialism in
in the U,S.,S.Re'? === Thut is possible,_I}don't renember that,
I think I receiv.d all these things back fronmthc police and
I probably still have then,

Yes but now, whecrc would these people-hnve'got your'
address in order to send you thesc publications? ---I doh't
know but I get a lot of publications sent to me,

Anyhow, you cnn't explain why you were left in the

| /derk, .

B



54, | 2274 . 9 G Weinberg .

dark about comrmnists publications? - Why you did not receivce
Comrmunist publications? —--Why I did not receive them?

Why you did not receive then? ---Well, I received sone,

I réceived\:Tho African Comnmunist!,
N

'The ébuth African Communist' we-have been told was

|

\
publishcd by this present Cormmunist Party? ---Yes, I think so, ‘
_ |
It was sent €0 ne from England, It used to arrive in a i
|

wrap-up fromn London, ;

Did you cver ‘contribute articles? --=No,

So you maintained contact wiﬁh Corrunists by discussions,
by visits and through thc agency of publications by 'New Age'!,
'The South African Comrmunist' ? ---I maintained contact with |
a lot of people, Some nay have been comrmnists, some not,
I didn't ask then, I don't think it would have been wise
to ask, -

But although you were - I wouldn't say - yes, here
I have this "South African Comrmnist", April - June, 1963,
Exh, G.,L. 10, which contains this article called 'The
revolutionary way -out!? The one I asked you to read this
norning? ---I don't remenmber this issue.. I don't think I
received it, |

| But I can put it this way that , although you say you

did not, join at - thie request of Wolpe, you certainly knew of
the existence of this present party? ~--Well, I had this
sort of indication of it, ycs,.

Yes? -~ And 28 I say, therc were some indications of
it in the newspapers and so on,

Yes, But did'it occur to you to find out who the
office bearcrs were , who thc leaders were of the new Party,
fo make sure that the right persons were in charge? —---1t
did not oczur to me.to do that sir, because I didn't want to

embarrass anybody., They may not have wantcd me to be in

/touch,.
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touch With thenn, They may not have wonted me to ask then,
| I don't know?

No, but on the other hand, as a devoted Communist,
didn't you- regard it as yQEf duty to make sure that this
present party was progressiﬁg aiong the right lines? .And
offer whatever assistancce you felt you coﬁld offer then?
———Well, if they hod wantef ny advice or if they wanted my
dssistnnce, they might have decided to come to me, I left
it to them., I wouldn't go cryingp'where I wasn't wanted,

Is therc a single nenber of the prescnt party that you
can ncntion né having becn a nember of the presoné party? ——-
No, I don't know anybody who is a nenmber of the present Party,

COURT: Except Wolpe? --- Except Wolpe, yes, that is correct,

MR, LIEBENBERG: You never bothered to enquire? ---No,

Never questioned any.of thce people that you net? -—--
No, I might have had ny ideas about it, but I never questioned
anybody.,
See, that is the part that worries me about your
evidence, Becouse for instance, you , inirelation to that
flat of Meycrson that you mnade use of from time to tine,
you told his Worship that Hildn Bernstéin cane to you and
asked you for the usc ofthe flat for the purpose'of Ferderation
of South African Women work? =--- That is right,
Beyelveld wasn't even a nember of that body? ---I
don't know what he was a member of,
He wouldn't be? ---No, nost certainly not, He is not
1 woman,
No, Now, how would Beylevcld come to attend meetings
at Meyerson's flat which werc held for the Federation of
South African Wonen? —--I don't know, I wosn't at th 't
neeting, I can't tell you,
Unless Mrs, Hildn Bernstein was tclling you a lie
'/hgain?...
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56, | | | . g WeinPerg?
agnin? --- Thnt is possible. f don't know., I can't tell you,

All I know is what I'm telllng you.

I'm trying to flnd out wherethe truth 1les, but the
whole things secms to be wrapped up in a series of falsehoods?
---Well, I'n not tslling a falsehood. This is what happencd.,

Well, would you agree with ne that Beyleveld would'nt
be therc in his capacity 2s a member of the Federation of
South African Womeé?.-—-l don't know? I don't know?

He wouldn'tlhave been there? ---Maybe not, maybe he
could have been, I coul&ﬁ't tell you; :

But you ncver ‘spoke to any person ﬁhat you can today
mention 2s being a member of the present Party? ---0 f course
not., They wouldn't tell me, Is it conceivnble'th;t they
would say to me !I'M a nember of an illegal organization'?

Of coursc they would not,

Yes., People that you had been working with for
18 - 20 years like Braan Fischer would have told you 3
"Mr., Weinberg, we have now startcd a new Party and It's
functioning nlong these lines., We are still holding the
0ld views"? ---I don't think th~t is logieal a2t all, I think
thot these pcople who are nenbers of that party, would
probably be cxtrecmely cautious about telling anybody anything
about it. |

You were one of the o0ld trusted members of the
0ld Party? --- They didn't trust me enought to ask me again
to becomne 2 ncnber,

That'é part of your evidence thnt's contentious.

But you werc one of the old hands for 18 years, 19 years,
you were a nember of the old Party? ---Yes, .

Yes, and you rendered very good, faithful servibe in

those years? ——-Yeé. |

You nade nany sacrifices, personal sacrifices?

’

/
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Hadn't you? ---Well, I hope éo?

Yes, Now, you certainly Contributed_yqpr shqre and
I think to 2ll intents and purposcs you showeé everybody th~t
you werc to be trusted as 2 dedicated gembor of their Party?
Isn't that s0? ——-I think I did, yes. By

Yes, Now, 1953, 2 new organization startcd agnin and |
og far as thc evidence is heard in this gourt, goes, we are
told that the same or nwny of the old people who were in
the o0ld Party were hcecre again? Why would they;leive you
- in the dark about the activitics? ---Well, I can only
suggest because I refused to join, at first and they did not
approach nme again, They didn't consider it necessary.

To go furthcr, why wouldn't they rope you in, to cone
and nssidt then on Trrde Union issues? --- I am siraid, 1
can't tell you what is in the mind of the people,

Incidentally, you think that Corrunism is naking
headway anongst thc Non-Whites in this country? ---I don't
know, It's very difficult to say, I think th~t ultinately
Communism will prcvail and people will bé cpnvinced df it!'s
corrcctness, but it is difficult to say what progress'these‘
ideas are making now because, well, I'm out of touch, I just
don't know, | |

No, but now with this Pan-Africonist Movement,
Pogqo, as they'call thenselves, do you think they are naking
more headway than you do? Than the Corrmnists do? ---Well,
it's difficult to asscss at this stage, I think both the
P.A.C, and the A.,N.C. and probably the Communist Party and
nll the other illegal organizations had had severc sef-backs
and I can't tell you what their position is now.

Yes, but .. ---I've not scen any evidence lately of

what the position is. Particularly not as I've been in gool

for four nonths,

71 { - PO
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5 5 Weinberg,

Yes, but I'm not spenking of this time, I'm speaking
of the time when you were still cldsgiy asgociated with.the
Non-Whitcs and in your Trade Union activity? ---Yes,

Now, can you give us ankgdea..? ~—=1 found that there
was a considerable growth of -~Q211, shall I call-it,
practically an anti-Whitc attitude =2nmongst Africans,

Yes, th~t is the point Ilwant to question you ~bout?

Did you feel that —--- An attitudc th~t is certainly very
strongly... r3

Yes, becausec in your propagonda agoinst capitalists
and against inperialists, the enphasis was on the thte
people being the oppressor? ---I1 don't think - you nean in_
ny propagnnda? I don't think I will ever have taken up
that attitude,

: No, in the course of the years, the type of propaganda
that the Cormmunist novement put out was that the White people
were the inperialists , capitalists who came to this country
to exploit the races, the _cheap. labour, the cheap raw.
naterials and so on? —--- I think the Cormrmnists always
discriminated very strongly between the White wdrking clnss
and the White cnpitalist class. I think they made it clear
that the White workers might be one over to the cause,

Yes, but inthe &ourse of the yecars, oppression becnne
associanted with the White rule, didn't it? ---Yes, That 1is
so, Becnuse, 1increasingly the White workers wecre taking
an anti—African attitude, |

Yes, =-- That is correct, yes,

Now, I'm asking you whether you think that Comrmnisn
has made sone progress anongst them in the light of .. ---
Anongst the Whites?

Anongst the Non-Whites? -—---Amongst the non-Whites?-

Yes? --- You nenn, in the dircction of race hatred?

/Seeking;."

"
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Seeking gcnerqlly in, the dlrection of their acceptancc
of the ®mmmunist theory? —=- Well, I think that over ths
years therc¢ are many, nany nore people in this country today
who bélieve 1in Commuﬁigm than therc were before? Certglnly.
I'm thinking back when I cane to Johannesbﬁrg in i932,-the
movenent was snall, iﬁfignificant, didn't have much influence,
The Conrunist Party at that tine was the only organization
which advocated the franchise, for instanpg. one-only 7
organization which advocatcdrunity between Black.;nd White,
Nowadays we hnve nnany, nany nore organizatiohs who do th~t
sort of thing. The Libcral Party ~dvocates that,\the
Progressive Party and in addition to that, 1 mean,'the ideas
that we were advocating, in addition to that there are nmany,
nany more people I'm convinced of that, today, who are
thinking along socialist lines than they wcre 20 years ago,
SAY .

Yes, but I'm concerncd with the Non-Whites., Would
you say that therc arc thousands today which ,‘WhO‘would
endorse the Comrunist theories? -—-Weil, I had ncver conducted
a vote, I can't say whothér there arc thousands or hundreds,
but I think there arc ﬁany, nany people,

Hundreds or thouénndé? ---I'm sorry, sir; I'd be
| giving you a guoés. 5 doﬁ't know how to assess that,

COURT: Are you tolking about non-Europcans? >

MR, LIEBENBERG: Non-Whites, yes, And can I put it this way

thaf the type of propaganda that was put out in the course

of the ycearg, certainly had it's effect'on the non-White?

~-=The propaganda which the Comrmnist Party put out in

the earlier days, ycs, 1 think so, :
It had a distinct appcal to the worker from the point

of view of his being exploitcd and oppressed By capitalists?

~--I think nany pcoplc becane con%orted to the Comrmnist

7point,..
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point of ﬁiew, VeSS,
| Yes, Now, &ou readf%hat docunent, 'Revolutionary

way qu£'? -——Yes, | ._

Wherc the author scem to diffcrentiatc between quqh
and thc Umkonto we izéee novenents? ---Yes, |

And‘expressing a sympathetic attitude towérds the
Urkonto? type of sahotage?---Well, ns I read this during
the break, it givés rne a picture of that the Commmnist Party
- this is a Comrmnist Party document, that it advocates -
well remsoncd,organized , carefully planncd military activities
as against the sporadic and dangcrous 2nd irresponsible
activitics of Pogo. I think that is the picture and I think
that in that rcspect I would like to say that this docunent
I mentioned earliuf, this docunent is an advance on ny own
thinking,

This document certainly supports the view I put to you
this morning thnt the Corumnist Party programne envisages
a positive action in-this country as distinet from 2 situation
of waiting for events to develop outside the.borders which
night bring about changes here? ---Well, as I re~d thaot
docunent, they do that, but they do say that there are still,
it is there,lI can't remember the exact phrases, they do say
that it is still possiblec to conduct other activities. And
in fact, in the latter part of the docunent they detail
these other activities, But it is said, it is correct, it
is said that it is necessary to prepare or something to that
cffect, on these lincs for the eventuality of nmore ﬁilitaht
oppcsition, |

Yes, they do mention the nccessity for preparation for
sabotage, violcnce, guerilla operations, culminating, ,? ---
Yes, could I read these exact phrases,,

COURT ADJOURNS::

/ON RESUMPTION, .
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ON RESUMPTION: -Appeerances s before:
WITNESS WEINBERG: still under Oath,

MR, BERRANGE: As your Worship pleases, 1 hﬁye juSt been

informed by - 2 note that has becen passed to ne, that &ufing

~

the lunch intgivai Mr, Vecinberg has been separated and
isolated fror his co-accused with whom, hp till now, he
has always bewn togcther, ns have all the witnesses,
Mr, Schermbrucker, for instance, whcen he was under exanminntion,
during the timc of the luncheon injurval; ’
I might nention sir, that this was a similar thing
ngs was the position in thc Rivonia Tyial in which T appcrred
wherc , when one or other of the Dcfence witnesses - or the
Defence Accus.d were giving evidence, the-Special Branch
therselves éﬁvc instructions to the authoritics thecre th:t
the Accused in question, who was in the witness-box at that
time, should be isolatcd from his co-accused. I raised this
natter with His Lordship, the Judge President and His
Lorship‘expreésed himsclf in somewhat scathing terms about
this bchaviour and ordercd that this éhould not happen 2gein,
I'm going to nask your Worship 21lso to adopt the sare
attitude as that ~dopted by His Lordship, thc Judge Precsidcnt,
and give orders sir,.that Mr. Weinberg or any of the Accuscd
who may be giving evidence, should not be isolated from their
fellow accused during thc few moments that they do have the
opportunity of being together and tafking to one another,
together. I sce no reason for it, sir, If the Accuscd
were out on bail then of course, he couldn't obviously
mix with his fellow accused, The fact tnat he is not out
on bail is no rcason why hc shouldn't be given the. same
facilities as are ordinarily given when hc doesn't happen to
be a witness, | i“
'/Hr. Licbenberg...
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62, 2 Weinberg.
MR, LIEBENBERG: Your Vorship, I have no knowledge of the

arrangenent thdt,&re rnade when these people Bre detained,

I am unable to express any opinion one way or the other.

COURT: This is another administrative matter that I have
o, :

w

to go into and give a decision later, Mr, Berrange.

MR, WEINBERG: Still under Oath: Continues Evidence,

/
MR. LIEBENBERG: XXD: Continues: Mr, Weinberg, I want to

deal with this docunent, -'The rgvolutibnary wd& out'!.,
which, according to the issuec of April - June, 1963, of 'The
South African Corrmnist, published in that early part of
1963, I take it you will agrce with me that this document
which is a stotement of the central committee of .*c Porty,
spenks in very favourable terms of the African National
Congress? ---Yecg, I think it docs,

And for instance, it says on page 4, 'that the best
guarantee-of the specdy victory of the South African
revolution is that the seasoncd and devotcd leaders of the
nost representative and influential liboretion organization,
The African N-tional Congress; have grasped the essentials
of this situqtion and courageously advanced a correct
policy' - and then it goecs on - 'In this hard task the
A.N.C. can count as in the past, on thc ungqualified support
of our Party and all it's members.' (Page 4 - the fourth
paragraph). It's just before, in the séﬁtion which deals
with the Balancc of forces within'? Mr, Yeinberg, you
have listencd to the ﬁassage that I've read out to you?
-—-I haven't found it yet... |

Well, to savc time, lct me try and find it for you..
——-You say it is undcr the heading 'The balance of forces
within '? |

Yes. Let's start at thc beginning. You have - do

/you...
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MR, LIEBENBERG: Your Vorship, I have no knowledge of the

arrangenent thdt,&re rnade when these people Bre detained,

I am unable to express any opinion one way or the other.

COURT: This is another administrative matter that I have
o, :

w
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/
MR. LIEBENBERG: XXD: Continues: Mr, Weinberg, I want to
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~do you have the cbap?er which deals with South Africa and
the World? ---Yes, ' : |

After that follows the 'Balance of forceéiwithin'? |
---Yes, g ~—

And then you come to the 'Pass Laws 2 new round of
struggle'? --—,Oh, yes.

Now, just before you come to the 'Pass Laws', there's
a paragraph which begins with 'The best guarantee'? ---Yes,
I sce that, ; i

Yes, That is the passage 1 rqnd to you - or rather,
portion of which I read? ---Yes,

Yes, Now, I tzke it this represents.your view as
well , although you say you weren't a nember of the Party.
Pid you also hcld the view, do you hold the view today that
The African N-tional Congress lecaders have grasped the
essgntials of the situation and have been able to advance a
correct policy? ---Yes, I hold that view,

And that , in that respect, the African National
Congrésé can counf on your support, also? _"here possible?
Moral support or otherwise? ---I think this is a trick
question? The African National Congress is an illegal
organization_and you arc asking me to support it? Isn't
it a ;riminal offenoe. |

No, I'm asking you, this document sa2ys that.. -- Yes,
I agree withthe formulation that is placed here. 1 2agree
with that, yecs,

Yes. Now, the document says that 'in this hard task
the A.N.C. can count as in the¢ past, on the unqualifiéd |
support of our Party and all it's neobers', Now, I'n asking

you whether insofar as you are able to give any support,

norally or otherwise, you would do so? Would you?

/Supposing..
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By

Supposing you werc free...? ---Isn't thigtan incriminating
question? I want to know? I,wgnt to know my position?

/ .i
Is that what you are afraid of? ---Yes, Because I

belicve it is illegnl to support it, the illegal organizations.
Yes, But insofar DSotha , this organization was
analysing thc situation in South Africa? ---I would be
prepared to go as far as tp say that I agree that the
lenders of the African National Congress are politically
- perhaps the nost advanced .Africans in the cquntry.' And ’
that they are , could be regardeé ns the leaders of the
African people., I agrece with that, |
Yes. But you sce, what I want to find out from you

is this, thc African Nxtional Congress have made a certain

assessment of the political situation in South Africa? —--

;s 18,

The African National Congress camne to the conclusion
say, in 1961, that non-violent mcthods would no longer be
applicable or suitable in the situation in South Africa?

-—— I don't know whofher ﬁhét is their final or oniy
conclusion? .

That was an expression by Mandela? —--- Well, I'm afraid

I don't -— I hoven't heard it, I haven't been able to see

it's context, I don't know,

\ .
e

Can I ask you this - you know that the 'Unkonto
we Zizee' was being assisted, supported by the African
National Congress? ——-I don't know,

Acts of sabotage were committed by the Unkonto we
Zizece? —--I heard about that, yecs,.

And thnt the AN.C. was supporting that movement,
that activity? ---1I don't know about that,.

You don't know? ---No,

But you as a Comrmnist, I take it, specialize in the

/assessnent,

"
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4
assessnent of political change and politicai situations from

time to tinme, Don't you? ---I try tq,do thét.

Yes, And it is inportant ffoﬁ the %heoretical'ﬁoint
of view to be ﬁble to advance the correct slogans as the
struggle devcioPS? ———ye8, I\ngpose if one werc a political
party or a political orgnnization, then one would have to
Qy et I .. ¥YoB.,. v

I mean, nore so, with the Corrmunist Party? The
Comrmnist Party would not lag behind the other movements or
ather bodtes? = Would 17 <iT Mot nbe, B night.,

It can happcn, I don't know,

It could happen but when one looks at this po{icy
statement, 'The revolutionary way out', you will agree with
e that it is rather worded 'in strong language? ---Yes, It,.
ags I said before, it gbes a good woy further than my own o
way of thinking, In nany respects, not in all respects, -&

Yes, Vhcn you say 'your way of thinking', are you
referring to any particular time in your carecr or are you
thinking of the presenf sit udtion? ~--I'm thinking of the,
gay, the pceriod of the last six ﬁonths, eight nmonths, or so,

Yes, but as you sec the situation developing in
South Africa, would you personally, disagree with an
analysis of this kind? --- ﬁell,'some of it goes further
than I agree with, : | :

Yes, In whnt respect does it go further than your
views? ~--- VWell, the greater emphasis that is placed there on
the more militant forms of action. I don't think the tine
-~ I said before, I don't think that the tine, at this noment
it is either advisable or necessary to adopt the more

militant methods th=2at are advocated in some protions of that

docurient.
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can only succeed in making thas struggle more bitter and
bloody,. Should they persist in this course, the only effect
can be that the present outbreaks of sabotage, of viglenée,

will develop into full scale civil war beginning with

guerilla 0perntions\in various parts ofthe countryside aﬂé‘
culninating in an armed insurrcction of the whole oppresscd
peoples of the counﬁfy." Now, what is there that you don't
agree with? ---Well, first of all I don't agree with the
assessnent that this is soncthing that is likely to happen
innediately, with thc poin% that it is immediafely culminating

| in such a clash, I think that it is correct to say that the
people should organize ~nd fight back on every front against
pass laws, Bantustans, Group Areas, against starvation wages,
against mass evictions, against police state terrorism, I
agree with 211 that, And the local grievances, 2all these
things that 2are mentioned here, I agree with all that,

Yes, but what consideration,. --- I agree that ultinmately
sonetime probably in the future, I don't know how distant,
the position may arise” wheme there may be the need for the
gort of outbreaks of sabdtﬁge and violenoe, that that
nay develop, that may take place, In fact, it is something
that is, that one could reasonably assune will take place 1if
it is not prcvented in .tine,

Yes, but what I'ﬁ really concerned about is your
ability to assess a political situation? --- Well, ny
assegsnent is that this situation hes not yet arisen, There
is plenty of room still to avert it, to avoid it? That one
should fight in order to avoid it, i believe that very
sincerely., I believe that very sincerely.

No, but what I have in nind is this, that if we take

the events over the last two or three years, all the outbreaks

/of..
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of'sabotage that werc committed throughout the Eountry?'-f-
Yes, | ' | & |

A1l the numerous trials that had éome to Court; all
suggesting a mass ﬁprising, or shall I say, dn illegal
violent activity that started in %h;s country? --- Well, therec
are organizations. apparently that arc coﬁducting these sort .
of activities, yes, R .

Yes, ---And I suggest that these organizations arise
and these activitics arise because of the frustration which
the many people are feeling at their inaBility to make
progress., |

Would you cntegorise thesc activitics as mnass
activities? Mass action? ---No, I don't think I would,

What would you say , are-they spontaneous outbreaks
as 2 result of conditions? --- Well, I feel that some of then
are spontaneous outbrezks, %We've seen some very stupid acts
and scne of then are probably organized, I don't really know,
but I1'nm speaking,.

No, but I'n assuming.for thé moment that the A.N.C,
and the Unkonto we Zizee were organizing, ploanning sabotage
gets on an organized basis? -

MR. BERRANGE: (Would you allow me to interrupt at this stnge?)

My lcarned fricnd is agsuning SOmething in regard to
which there is no evidencé and the ﬁitness' attention should
be drawn to that - fact, In fact, this is a matter that.was
canvassed at grent length over nany nonths at the Rivonia
Trial, of which I was one of the counsel . And evidence
was given over ~nd over and over again there, which is
contrary to the assunption nade by ny iearned friend,
viz., that therc was an organizational link between the
A.N.C. and thc Unkonto we Zizce, or that the African
National Congress was assisting the Urnkonto we Zizee., This

| 7305,
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is the second time my learned friend has put this question

to the witness on an assunption, : pf my learned friend
wants to put such a2 question to the witness and I think first
of all he should lay the founda&?on by establishing that '
that which he assumes, is in fﬁchthe true position, Because
if he does do so, I shall very ruch céntend end contest the
corrcctness of any such evidence if it were cver endeavoured

to be led,
MR, LIEBENBERG: I don't know what my lcarned friend.is

driving at, your Worship, I did not nake the assunmption that
he is suggesting I'n nmaking. 1I'n asking you, Mr, Weinﬂerg,
and please listen, and 1'd like ny learned friend to listen
also -
XXD: That it is the duty of the Party to assess developnents
in the country - to asscss the political developrnents in the
country and it is the duty of the party to see that it
advances the correct slogans in a given situation., That you
have agrced with? ---1 agrce that that is so,

Yes, that is pure theory? ---I agree that is their
duty, yes.

Yes? Now,I'm putting this position, and I don't care
now who was responsible for thc outbreaks of violence, I'm
assuning that the non-White massés were embarking on violent
action in this country. Now, I'n asking you fronm a
theoretical point of view, what would be your , if your were
a menber of the party, what would be your attitude in régard
to n2intaining the lead of the nasses? 'Would you troil
behind and nllow then to roan on and wander ~bout ainlessly
and conduct as rmch illegal activity as they like or would
you step in 2and try and maintain a lead, try and canalise
their revolutionary nctivities along 2 certain line? ---I'm

/afraid...
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afraid it was a very, very long questioﬁ and there are
many passages inbetweén to which I could take exception,
So, could you perhaps sunnarise it in a forﬁ‘that I can
answer? O\
Then I'11 start 2gain? ---Please, But not, allright,
nay I i%}errupt ycu when sonething is not clear? |
Yes? —---Yes?

"It is the.duty of the party, in termg'of a theory,

0. 800 that it.renaind ot the lend, in SHE Ml oF fhe
nasses?"--- Yes, correct, :

And it should not allow the riasses to wandcr about
and comnit acts of any description on their own? ---Yes,

Now, when a situation arises which indi :ates that the
nasses are inclined and arc in favour of strong and.violent
action = === May I stop you there?

Yes? ---Y ou are putting to me a situation that nay
arise but that hns to bc assessed, You nean to say 'if
such a situation arise'?

Yoe? ~--tAnd if the party really believes that that

igs the situation'?

Yes? ARy Yes, ecarry cn, sir?

Now, now, I say what would the party do in those
cifcumstanCés? ——-That's very difficult for me to answer,
Because surcly, they would have to assess a lot of other
facts, a lot of other circunstances, One doesn't assess a
political situation merely on the basis of one fagtor, on
the basis, the nasses are now beginning to take nilitant
action, Are there not cther factors to be considerea? What
is - let nme just give you the other.factors. What is thé
strength of the opposition? What is the strength of the

support for these nctivities of the masses. To what extont
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is it a basic thing, to what exté;t is it not perhaps a
tenporary phenomeﬁon,'someﬁhing that may pass away, sonething
that will not last? qOne has ta assess all thése things and
it's very difficuit.to answer a2 hypothetical question iike
that, without having regard to all these other factors.

Yes., I want you first of 2ll to answer this question

in terms of a theory. If a rcvolutionary tide is rising in
a countfy, what is the party's duty? ---I assume that if

the general situation is such, that there is, what you night
call ' arevolutionary sif&ation', the Pd}ty would take‘the
lead, |
Yes, what would it do in those circunstances? --- Well,
it's difficult for me %o say. I 'm not a mcmbexy of the Party
and I can't say.'

Now, what sort of slogan would,., ---I'm sorry, you are
asking rc a very hypothetical qguestion, You know,
revolutibnary situntions have 2risen in nany countries fron
tine to time and fhe Comrunist Parties in those countries have
advanced in differeht circunstances, different slogans,
different stratcgics , differcnt tactics, depending on
circunstances, ~

No; but take === I'm afraid I can't answer your question?
Because you are not giving ne all the other factors

surrounding it?

No, I'm nsking you a theorctical.; —---It's a purely
hypothetical question?

Yes? Takc any island in the South Seas, as far
as I'm concerned., You arec there in your capacity as a
theoretician, as a leader of a Corrmnist Party? ---Yes,

You.want to nobilise those nasses? You want to maintain
their 1eéd, don't you? ---Yes, |

Now, a situation arises, which indicates th-t a

/revolutionary,
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revolutionary situation has devecloped ? --=Yes,
What would you do? ~--Well, let me think of an
exanple., For instanée, at the end ofthe war, there was a
J‘situation arising in Cgzechoslovakia, lect us say as-aq exanple,
-where the peopi%\were coning out of the factories, mé;ching
in the streets demanding a new government.. I think the
Comrmnist Partyyadopted the slogan then 'Support the
people, not Jjust support the people, arn then, arm the
workers from the factgries, let then go out and let then
decide the issue!, And the result was tﬁat within 24 hours
there was a change of Governnent in Czéchoslovakia, Thot
was a situation in Czechoslovakia, It may be arising
differently sorewhere else, Ican't say. I could give
another exanplc where, in Latvia for instance, 1940, the
Cormrmunist Party of Latvia tock over political power without
a single drop of blood being shed; without any nilitary
effort at all?
Yes, but I'm concerncd with the situation that may
arisec wherc you find that thc nasses nfe ready for any
type of action? —---Well, it woﬁld depend on the circumstances,
What does 'any type of action! nesn? One could succeed in |
changing the Governnent by let us take as an exanple,
20,000 or 30,000 people marching on Parliament., That happened
in 1960, they could have taken powcr then if they had wanted
to? They didn't, But that could happén, then you would do
one thing, whereas if you found that the people were prepared
to take action and they were opposed by military forces of
inriense strata, and the people were not armed, they WGre
not sufficiently armed, one would have to hold them back,
One would have to s~y to then 'no, this is not the tine!,
It depends on a series of factors and a whole situation

 /which...



73. . : Weinberg.
- which is never as simple as yo&lare ﬁutting it:’ It is always
complexed, I can't comnit myself to an answer to that, Please?

Ya8, no,: 1in askfﬁg yoﬁ if you were to find in
South Africa that the non-White masses becone ready for any
tjie of action, yét\find that your assessment of the situation
that there was a possibility of their succeeding , for
instance, And leg's say, the direction of organizing a
general strike throughout the country paralysing all sorts
of industries and servicgs? -—=YOou nean if the people are
prepared to take generalrstrike action?\ |

Yes? ---Yes, 2and 1if the probabilities are that such
action would be - would succeed?

Yes? ---I would call upon thc people to take strike
action, that is correct,

Yes, But your whole idea is all the time to stay in
advance of thc people, to be in the vanguard of the people?
~--To be with thc people, 2s far as the people are prepared
to go, yes. And to lead them, yes,

Now, if a body like the African N.tional Congress were
to decide to take strbng violent action, how would you as
a nenber of the party decide to act in those circunstances?
---Well, I would have to ask nyself first of all whcther the
African National Congress really has the support of all the
nasses, Aiéo, I would have to ask nyself 'how strong is the
oppositi on against the African N-tional Congress', I would
have to ask nyself 'how much support can the African N tional

: /
Congress muster, apart fron 1it's own forces; who would be

it's allies, I have to think of 511those things., And if
- I méan, all that on th¢ assunption if I were a nember of

the Cormrmnist Party - I'nm speaking ncerecly as a man who is

T

thinking politically. That is the way I would think. I would

have to investignte it, I would have to look at every angle
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of the problen beforc making up my nind, Not merely on the

agsunption that because one nan or agroup of nen or a

committee of The African N:tional Congress say that the

nasses are now ready for nction, That does not convince

ne that thag\is the position., I still ?ave to know what other
factors are operating,

I Yes, dut now, as you werec able to appraise the situation
in the,this country, do you ever think that a_rcvolutionary
situation has arisen in the lastf few yéaré? ~-=No, ‘

You don't agrec with that? ---No, I don't agrce with “
|

sa very complex situation,

that, A revolutionary situation 1
One of the factors in a revolutionary situation is that is,
if one studies history very carefully one can see that in
2 real re&olutionary situation, the ruling forces are unable
to govern, when they reach a stage when they arc unable to
govern, . that is one of the requisites ©of a revolutionary
gituation, And I do not think that we have at any tine yet
had a revolﬁtionary situation in South Africa,

But are you in fayour of this view which says that
'The Nationalist Government cannot succeed in it's attenpt
to check thc awakened people of our country in their
irresistable drive to freedom? ' ---I agree with that,

Yes. 'They can only succeed in naking the struggle
nore bitter and bloody'?---Yes. And I think that it should
be prevented and I think this documéﬁt says too 'thnt stage

should be prevcnted by neans of pressure other than nilitary

pressure', That is how I fecel about it, And if they then

persist, as this document says, 'should they persist in this

course , the only effcdt can be thaet the present outbreaks of
sabotage and violence will develop in full scale civil war.'
A thing th:t 1'd hate to see. But to think that, it stﬁnds i

to reason, you can't hold people back, you have got a

/najority..
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najority of the pebpie here and you ;ot only have themajoriﬁg
of the- people who wan£ these rights, but people who are
supported bf the enfire , by the rest of‘hpmanity. By
everybody. You can neverkhold then back, |

Yes, but this document puts only one other alternative,
to the alfernative solution to the problem, and it says that
'the only way out of the nisery and bloodshed of Nationalist
rule and,White domination, the revolutionary way out', -~ 1
the word 'is!' is nissing fron ny documeht ~ I take it, that |
is how it's suﬁﬁosod to read?‘ 'Théfe's only one alternative
to the Nationalist rule , that is the revolutionary way out'?
-——=YES,

I take it that 'revolutionary way out' in this context
would mean 'eventual bloodshed and arned insurrection'? ---

No, I don't agrce with that, A revolution is not nccessarily
acconpanied by bloodshed. It is not always accompanied by
insurrection., Revolutions have taken place without bloodshed,

Yes, I know that, --— A revolution neans a
change., It mcans a change which can be forced by nany
things., It can be forced sonetimes by a resignation of the
Government which is incapable of govcrning any longer, It
doesn't have to be acconmpanied by bloodshed,

I don't sce why we should differ in regard to our
construction of this document? ---This is what this docunent
says, I'm trying to interpret ny view of this document, I'n
trying to give you ny view there,

No, I'm speaking of this document as it  stands., It
seens to pose two alternatives to the - to South Africa,
Either the Nationalist rule continues as inexorably as it
has done, or else, changes come about and concessions are
nade? =---That sir, is your interprectation of this, I am

;
giving you ny interpretation of that, And you can't nmake me
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gay that your interpretation is théiright.one.

Yeg, no, I'n-asking you how &ou understand this
docunent? -—QI'm telling you‘how I understand it;

" How do you undcrstand it? --- That is what 1 said,

A revdiutionary situdbipn means & change, A revolutionary‘*
way out, that is, that a complete radical change in the
Governnment of South Africa. And that change in ny view
can be brought about {;ahy nethods., q
Yes?-—-- It can be brought about by peaceful methods,
It would be regrettable if i%.can't be brbﬁght about peac;fully.
Yes, you said that? --- That is ny intFrpretation cf
this,
You said that but when the changes cannot be brought
about by peaceful methods, then this document seens to
sugcest that the struggle would become morebitter and bloody
_and violence, sabotage and civil war, guerilla operations ami
eventual armed insurrection would result? ———I think it is
bound to happen, but ny interpretation is that although
that is not inpossible, it is still possible to avoid that
sort of thing,
Ycs, that maybe, but then as it' states this position
it is possibly in line with the Comrmnist theory? In regard
to revolutionary action? ---This posicion?
Yes? ---Yes, I think it is in line with Cormunist
theory.
Now, I want to hear your views about the Freedorn
Charter véry briefly. Have you perused those three lectures?
'The world we live in', 'The country we live in', 'A
change is nceded'? ---Yes,
And those thrce lectures analyse the economic situation,
the political situation in South Africa in the typical

Cormrmnist line? ---May I ask who issued those thrce lectures?
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I had not seen them before,

You had not seen fhem? --=No, I éaw then now in this
file that you showed ne,

The T?Rnsvzal Provincial_Committee of the Congress of
The People issued then? --- Well, I an afraid I hadn't seen

it before. >

/

Yes, but I'm asking you whether you agree that those
three lectures agree with the Conrmunist teachin% in regard
to capitalisn .. ?r———I think the& are pecrhaps a socialist
way of looking 2t things, yes. They arc not Conmunist
docunents, I don't agree with that, They are a socialist
interpretation of the situation in the country,

Yes, but they also indicate the inevitability of the
success of socialisn over capitalisn..? ---Yes, that's what
I said, a socialist interpretation,

Yes, now , they:-indicate how in the course of the
historical developrent over the years in history, the one
phase éucceédéd the other as a result of struggle? ---Yes,

And they.indicate how certain political changes ,
economic changes would have to take place in South Africa?
~--Yes, I think they do, yes.

And that the Freedonm Charter envisage those changes?

-—=YEeSs, | . 2

And the stepping up of a people's democracy, a general
people's democracy in South Africa, which would aimn at the
elinin~tion of exploitation of man by man, complctely? —---
Yes, well, that conclusion is correct, but it is not a
conclusion to be reached in relation to the Freedom.Charter.

Yes, but if you read , if you assess the Freedon
Charter in the light of those lectures, would you agree with
ne that the Freedon Charter would be in line with the aim |

at socialisn? In South Africa? ---No, The Freedon Charter
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is a basis for = democratic government, as you would tern,
as you had been terming it 2ll  the time, a national
democratic change., A national democratic revolution. That

N\ |
is not socialisn, yéf. Socialism is another matter, altogethe:

|
|
|
|

No, but I used the words 'in line 'with it', In other
words, one of the steps in that direction? --- Well, 1in
the sense, as I said it earlier on - in the sense that in ‘
order to bring about sociglism, one has.to havé democracy.

Yes? —-- One has to have democratic forms of government,
It is not possible to bring about socialish without that.

Yes, but I think you agreed with me yesterday that
The Frecdon Chartcr would be a step in that direction? ---Yes,
in the diroction‘of o demnocratic governnent,

Yes, and pcople reading those three lectures in the

Fre:zdon Charter, in the light of then, would feel that The

t00? =-=-Possibly, yes. I don't know.' I den't know how the

two arc related at all.

Yes, Then did you read the speech of Turok at tThe
Congress of the People? ---Yes, I rcad that,

Freedon Charter objcets werc really steps in that direction,

What do you think of that? ---I don't think very
mch of it, | |

Why hot? --—~] think it's a very dis-jointed and
inco-herent specch, I was surprised that a man of his
gducation could make a speech like that, ' i

No, but I'm thinking of the ideas that he expressed
there? ---They are very inco-hereﬁt.

The nced - yes, but no, what you can understand,, ---
The speech seens to have been made in broken sections, It
doesn't hang together, There's one statement that starts
and the next statement has no relationship with the other.

It seems like a series of sentences o probably'there were

/interpretations...
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interpretations inbetween and translations”and it sort of
doesn't hang together, Frankly, it doesn't make  much

gsense to ne,

- No, but as it analyscs the economic aspeéts of the
Freedon Chartgf, and deals , it deals with the need for the
wbolition of b{é nonopolies? ---Yes, that.is nentioned there.,
But he also gocs on to say that something to the effect, that
'the workers chumittees WOuld take over factories', Weil,
I don't think that there's anything like that in the
Freedon Charter; I think it is a pé€rsonal opinionJof
Mr, Turoks? . |

Yes, but again, it is clear th;t Mr, Turok wanted to

interpret, he was interpreting that section or that clause

agpects? ---Yes, that is his interprctation, his opinion,
Yes. I don't know why you are finding fault with
his specch? He says here that 'Mr, Chairman and friends, it
ig right that the Congress of the People are being held
here in Johanncsburg , it is right....' =-- This is not the
sort of languacge that Mr, Turok wduld usc, I'm surprised to
hear hin say 'the Congress of the People are right..' or
sonething like that, That doesn't sound like him?
No, 'that it is right, that the Congress ofthe People
are being held here in Johannesburg' --- 'Thc Congress of

the Pcople are being held'?

Yes? —==1 don't know..

T T —

This speech I may tell you, was taken down in
shorthand by ... —--No doubt yes, there seceus to be something
wrong with it, I can't r-ke that out, It's not the only

thing. There arc whole sequences there which don't link

togéther.

Yes, but let's go on., Don't let's gquibble about the 4

/grammatical,..
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granmatical nistakes., 'It is right because Johannesburg has
seen the beginning of a rotten South Africa'? --- Well, does

that make any sense?

Well, Johannesburg is where the gold mines started,

isﬂ?t that the big\aqil that you complain about? ---I'm i
afraid ny nind is not as subtle 2s that as to follow this
sentence on those lines. It is very far fetched,

And it goes on to say 'you know that here in
Johannesburg the grecatest contranst exist, a céntrast-bgtween
the ricn and a contrast between the poo}'? YO o

'We know that in Johannesburg ecxploitation of the
workers have always gone hand in hand with their oppression'?
~--=Yes,

That's fair enough? --- That is right, yes,

'And we know that oppression is something that is
fimiliar to all the African people, we also know that
exploitation is something that's known thrbughout the
world'? ---Yes,

That's also réasonable, 'Friends, when you enter
Johannesburg, you are mét by those ugly things, the gold nines.
They ~re not oniy ugly to the eye but they are ugly to the
ninds', Mentally he was speaking to people thgt had to
appreciate these things? ---Yes, but I can't quite follow
it, I'm not éure what.he neans,

If he had spoken to these people in terms of Marxist..
.---I-think he would have spoken to then in a nanner in which
he would.. you know, would have explained things easily,

I think that is very subtle,

Isn't that what hc is trying to convey to these
people that the gold nines were not good things? They are
not , he says , We say that the gold nmines neans the

/robbery. .
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Yes, well, I don't think we will get very far by

analysing his speech, ---I1 don't think so either, I don't
know, . / |
All I can suggest to you is that Mr, Turok was

certainly trying to dealrthere with the idea of oppreesion

SRR

:f;ﬁa 2 ,;Qf the workers which results from these big nonopolies?——-
:;E Tes, well, if that is what Mr., Turok sa 1dI I don t know
'éE" :§~Whether he did, but if that is what he said it was an
expression of hie opinion, I'm afraid he expressed it
f}'¢ﬁ very poorly but aoes that anount to, if he expressed his
| opinion?
: Didn't you hear him say, didn't you hear his spe.ch?
"%’ '{ ~-=No, I could hardly hear anything whcre I was,
,fi?i' s | Now, then I want to ask you again about your discussions
g .+ with Emily and the unnaned persons., Let's deal firstly

with the necting of Enmily, with Enily at Meyerson's flat.

- =-.5‘",f-. o

"What did you discuss with her? ---She brought me some letters
i as 1 renenber, ffom.an cnployer's organization, I can't
renenber what it wae-and asked ne to draft a reply for hcr.
Now, why was it necessary, where is the employer's
organization? ---In Johannesburg, I think so, yes,
Which place in Johannesburg? --;I think it was the
Chamber of Comnerce, I'm not quite surc,
Where's the address? ---I don't remenmber that, It's
‘well, it 's the South African Association of Chambers of

_Commerce, I think their address is - I'm not sure - I think

Ddd Yyou hove a business at that tine? --—I'm.a

i ; : ~ /photographer..,
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