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MESSAGE FROM_THE VICE-CHANCELLOR FOR THE ARTS AND SCIENCES
FESTIVAL 1981

When Arts and Sc{\nce Week originated 27 years agoe there were so
few Oppidans that“they were almost curiosities. Now, however, they
form almost half the student population and provide a natural

link between Town and Gown. Yet, so important is this
relationship, that the organizers of Arts and Science Week have
chosen it as the theme for the 1981 event,

I wish to reinforce that view and stress my support for the
students in their efforts to bring us closer together.

Some may believe that Grahamstown and Rhodes University are both
smalil enough for their relationship not to need too much fussing
over, but that is not my experience.

While we may lack to some extent the number and variety of
counter attractions of the big city | find the smaller numbers of
people necessitate our having to spend more time in keeping the
machine turning and there is less time to spend as spectators
and in purely social activities. This very purposefulness can act
as a barrier between us and those who are not directly associated
through positive activity.

Arts and Science Week is therefore an important opportunity for us
to simply enjoy each other's company and for the Townspeople to
see what the Gownspeople do.

I hope as many Grahamstonians as possible will visit the
University to attend the activities and enjoy the dl$p|ay5 put on
by the students and the departments.

VICE~-CHANCELLOR
26 May 1981
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