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RHODEO 
EDITORIAL OPINION . 

40t .Ciause 
Flip through these pages arrl 
coont - count arrl make sure that 

_ 40% of this newspaper is "campus 
,news", whatever that nay be. If 
there isn't at least 40%, then 
we, humble editors of Rhodeo , 
are in shit . 

The SRC, when it appoipted us as 
editors, included a clause in 
the contract which stated that 
at least 40% of this paper must 
contain t'aampus news". This new 
amendrrent appears to . have been 
.iwttroduced by the SRC Pres , Izak 
Snuts, who is scared that Rhodeo 
will print teo nany articles ori 
our black brothers and sisters, 
arrl not cater for the "average 
Rh:ldes student. " 

The average Rhcrles student, we 
assmne tle Presment means~,_ is 
probcibl y interested in the op­
inions of Rag Q.Ieen finaliSts 
and beer-soaked hurour columns. 
That is strictly against our 
weltaansahauung, 

The avera::;e student aside, this 
40% clause is the first time 
that an EnJ lish student newspa­
per haS had its contents delib­
erately controlled by the SRC. 
But in the "M:>ros of Izak Snuts: 
"Rh:ldes is innovative." 

Sit back arrl enjoy your 40%. 

Editor s : 

G-et Involved 
Rhcrles students have in the past 
been characterized by their re­
luctance to involve themselves . 
in anythin:J other than the noble 
pursuits of hedonism. At a time 
when other students are dyin:J for 
change, we sif back, i.rrlulgent 
and insulated in our position of 
relative wealth and privilege. 

During the past few years we have 
been wallowin:J arourrl out of the 
mainstream of student politics, 
seeure in our psychological · and 
geographical oasis r isolating 
ourselves from the harsh injust­
ices of the outside world. But 
a university is not an institu­
tion divorced from this world, 
it is a mental training grourrl 
and an .integral part of the soc­
iety which surrounds us . As 
students we bear same responsi­
bility to that society and it is 
an ' obligation on our part to see 
that 'it treats all its citizens 
equally and with justice,, so that 
everyone ma:y benefit fran it. 

As Nusas' s new president puts it, 
the least a white student can do 
in a crisis situation such as the 
one we face, is to show sare un­
ity and ccmnitment to the process 
of change occurring aroond. us. 

However, things do appear to be 
changing for the better as far · 
as the university goes: Rhodes 
will probably reaffiliate to 
Nusas this year, we will be host­
ing a student leadership oonfer-

Br ett Hilt on-Barber 
Bonny Schoonakke~ 

Thanks to : Carol, Brian and 
ence in April and a Saspu media 

Gor don---. techniques course next month, 
'-.... one of our shrlents has been 

Rhodeo is the student newspaper of 
Rhodes Univer sity. It i s published 
by t he SRC, and printed by Grocott 
and Sherry, Grahamstown. 
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a · ted editor __ _pf-.-N~­
dent . 

If there is a message for fresh­
ers, it can only be: GEl' INVOLVED. 
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[national 
G:>rdon Cramb, editor of Rhodeo 
f or the latter half of 1977, 
will this year run the Nusas 
publication, National Student . 

Cramb was unani!nousl y chosen as 
co-ordinating editor at the 55th 
Nusas congreS$ held. on the Piet- , 
ennaritzburg campus last November. 

The paper will hit each English­
language university free every 
nonth.Congress ded4ed that the 
staff . of the SOC-funded paper on 
.each will produce an issue of 
N.ztional Student in turn :that's 
Rhodeo, Wits Student ,UCT's Varsi~ 
ty, Dome fran Durban and Nux in 
Maritzburg. 

Cramb flies to Wits early next 
nonth to put the first edition 
together. 

Rhodes SR.: President, Izak Snuts, 
told congress he foresaw no pro­
blem in Rhodeo p~ucing an iss­
ue while our campus is still dis­
affiliated from the national un­
ion. Rhodeo is to be responsible 
for the third, planned for May. 

• 
1 

i'p.e system works as follows, Cr-
amb explains: "Instead of prod­
ucing Rhodeo ·that we~end iii May, 
the staff will do an issue of 

· · N:!.t i onal Student . They are expec­
ted to gather local news, feat­
ures, and advertising, and I ke- · 
ep in con ct with the other ce­
ntres to get e SCl!re from them 

The editors and I t:ogether deci­
de final content and layout. Pr­
int order will be 6 ooo oopies -
RhiJJeo funds pay for their nor­
nal 2 ooo, and a budget f ran Nu:_ 
sas head office (money pooled 
by SOC's) pays 'the rest. 

CAMPUS· 
gets 

cramb 
The government came down heavily 
on student papers last year, and 
edi tors work incr easingly in a . 
s tate of seige. Neither Rhodeo n· 
or National Student escaped ban­
nings and security police raids. 
Editors as a result are now car­
eful in phrasing what they say, 
but irrq:x:>rtantly I think they aie 
still saying it. 

Gordon Cramb - National Student 
co- ordinating editor 

"Many white SA students at Rho­
des and elsewhere say -they will 
f i ght to maintain our exploitat ­
ive system. This group I am pr ­
epared to write off immediately. 
That leaves another group of st­
udents who would consider putt­
ing peace and justice above the­
ir vest ed interests. National 
Student can pipeline vital ideas 
and infonmtion . between students 
on a national level. Neither Nu­
sas nor its constituent SOC's 

11 will dictate the paper's policy. 

Speech & Drama 
aept orogramme 

The major Speech and Drarra prod-
...__.____ uct:ip n of the year will be 

· Beaket;aplay-a~ean lillouilh, 
which will run from~l_,i26 August 
in the Rh:ldes Union -tfleafre. 

Forty Years On , by Alan Bennet, 
wi ll ·be pefonned in .the theatre 
f r om 31 March to 8 April and will · 
include two graduation pefornan­
ces. : 

J ean Paul Satre's In Camera will 
be on in the Box fran · 28 March 
unt il 1 ApriL 

In addition there will be one­
act plays presented by the .Hon­
ours s t udents from ll - 13 May, 
and a children's play frern 25 -

. 27 of . the same month. 

Further details will be forth-
. coming as productions go into 
rehearsa ls. Pooking for the pub­
lic will be at Grocott and Sher­
ry' s as usual, and there will be 
s t udent Concessions. · 



CAMPUS 3 
Few people on this campus came under ITKJre criticism last year than the Vice Chancellor, Dr Henderson . His decisions, !'Ulirl(Js and 
views provoked such controversy that, when defending his actions against -the campus press, nearly half the campus population turned 
to listen. Such an inter est in eampus issues has no.t been seen since the days of the civil disobedience campaign; The Rhodeo 
editors take a closer look at Dr Henderson and his. beliefs. 

Henderson:· A Man for All ReaSons 
There are few people whose char­
acter make than as suitable for 
the role of Vice-chancellbr 
as that of Derek Soott Herrlerson. 
A Vice-chancellor has to be a de­
dicated Christian, an acadanic: 
of roteworthy standin;J a re­
liable family man: a man who 
w::>uld make "an officer an:l a 
gentlaren" look like Beetle Bai­
ley; the finn-jawed father fig­
ure you read al::out .in Grade One 
arrl Two ele:nentary readers. 

Dr Herrlerson meets the repire­
ments. An enlightened CatlDlic 
- he atterrls student's mass at 
St Aidan's -with a community 
conscirus wife arrl tw::> dauqhters 
goin;J to a , proper • Grahamstown 
girls' sch:x:>l. He describes 
himself as a liberal, an:l his 
moral outlook tis as straight as 
his posture. · 

' But, a look at hiS brilliant aca­
danic career might suggest that 
he is in the wrong job. 

Dr Herrlerron graduated fran Rhode 
(where else?) in the black year 
of 1948. With three distifictions 
- Maths, Applied Mattis and Phys­
ics - the Rhodes scholarship 
must have been inevitable . In 
1953 he went to Oxford and 
later to Cambridge , to do a 
Maths honour degree and a r-Dral 
Tripos respectively. Four years 
later he studied at Harvard and 
obtained a doctoi;ate in Applied 
Maths. He ret'urned to South 
Africa in 1962 an:l in 1967 was 
appointed the first professor. 
of Ccxn}::hter Science in South Af­
rica. 

On Friday' 3 O::tober 1975' 11.00 
am an:l approximately 20 mins 
Derek Soott Herrlerron pledged to 
uphold the traditions and princi­
ples of Rhodes University. 

His tenn of office has rot been 
as snooth ani trouble-free these 
last tw::> years, however. When 
the Internal Security o/11 aP:" 
peared in 1976, Dr H~:rron w::>~ 

al-to-left sector p n campus for 
his outspoken aoar_sharply criti­
cal attack an the Bill. But his 
outspokeness against the policies · 
of this governrent was later cvn­
icall y remembered when HendersOn 
was ordered by a Council ronmit­
tee to fire Alester Maxegwana, 
head of the University's Black 
W:>rkers' Un,ion, for org'anizing 
a strike in Grahamstown. . Stu­
dents involved in the strike 
were rusticated after completing 
their final exams. 

Bearing in mirrl the "Maxegwana 
lcii(~ir", ~end~ ron was asked in 
an lhterv1ew Wlth the Rhodeo 
editors:-~W:>uld you see any op­
position as bein:J illegitimate 
or too extreme towards the gov­
ernnent?" 

Henderson: "Well, yes, I v.ould 
not be party, .arrl I ' say this riot 
in my official capacity but my 
private one as well, to any sort 
of action' that involves, say 
sabotage or will result in da­
mage to · life an:i limb. If ron-

ceived as fonn of protJes1-::· 
aints the powers 
decided to let 
Johannesburg station ... 
I w::>ulg eron that activity." 

Rhodeo: "Arrl calls for passive 
resistance ·and strikes?" 

Henderron: "Well no, I v.ould not 
. say that those are necessarily 
wrong in thanselves . But I can 1 t 
in my official capacity as Vice­
chancellor oondone the breaking 
of the law, even if I regard the 
laws as unjust . But I w::>uld 
say that even if this objective 
could be defended, I w::>uld say 
that the enployirent of violence, 
int.inlidation, threats to peoples 
lives and things like this -
I v.ould say that there is possi­
bly no end 

The "Maxegwana Affair" sparked 
off a predictable rCM. .Admin · 
officialsand Council members ·were 
secretive, and Dr Henderson · took 
all responsibility. Strongly 
editorialized articles in Rhodeo 
and Oppidan singled the vice­
chancellor for criticism an:l .soon 
b.e became the symbol of the ron-
servative, sanetime reacticnary 
plcdding of the university. Dr 
Henderson might have faded out 
of attention had it rot been for 
clumsy measures to make Rhodeo 
an:i other student p.lblications 
oonfom to 11 carrpus norms . " 

The serorrl issue of Rhodeo was 
.withdrawn fran circulation by 
Admin - Dr Henderson -iersonally 
o:mplained about mat~ial in the 
paper. Four letter words, bare 
bOobs, a cartoon of a graffitti­
derorated .toilet cubicle and 
articles critical of the Admini­
stration stirred Admin 1 s dust 
and the editors were surrmoned 
to see the Vice-char.J.cellor. The 
editors of Rhodeo were warned 

If Dr Henderson's personal disti­
nction was rorrect, then he is 

· a conservative too - in his view of 
the University'.s role in society: 
to bear campus rorms in mind, 
as Dr Henderson saw them, and 
run their newspaper 'responsibly'. 
The threat of rustication was 
never excluded 1 

Oppidan_, which unti], then was 
printed on the University presses 
was censored on the Vice-chan­
cellor's orders - Dr -Henderson 
fourx:l I_:hotos of naked but rot 
exposed males "harosexual arrl 
prurient." An innocuous Folk­
club poster depictin:] an indis­
tinct' female torso revealin;J · one 
arrl a half breasts was torn fran 
campus notice boards on Admin 
instruction. 

'J'h!;> sP-"te u.L censorin:J prompted 
a debate before a packed GLT . 
audience on censorship. Hender­
son energed .fran the debate as a 
ronservative, in trying to deferrl 
his actions, despite his neat 
autobiograhpi cal distinction: 

. 'I'm a liberal in political mat­
ters and a oonservative in moral 
ones. 1 

In the interview he told the edi­
tors: "I take the traditional 
liberal view that a university's 
cfuty is to train people in their 

, professions ••. the university does 
rot , have a role to play in poli­
ticizing or socializin:] society 
as such •.• I kn:Jw there· are views 
more generally associated with 
what one might call the left--win:] 
outlook, where it is felt that 
the university cannot squrl aside 
in a sort of ivory to~'*~Y 1 but 
must involve itself directly in 
the issues of the day. I i?erson­
ally don't es:pouse that view. " 

Urrler Dr Herrlerson' s rule there 
seems to have beeri the much 
talked of "lil:)eralizin:]" of the 
system. M.lch discussed res-re­
form, born out of the civil­
disobedience campaign_ in the 
autocratic days of Dr ayslop has 
been sani--:"realized with, geed 
Lord! , wanen allowed in Mens 
re5idEmces, · alCCh::>l officialy 

_-0-..__._..~~~ on can{b:s 1 apd Senate 
representation , far students. 

l 
But the conservative in-moral 
issues is rot preparerl to allow a 
cx::mplete liberalization oV-ernight. 
When asked in the interview 
vmether the autonqriy.,_ for w:tnen 1s 
resideoc~es__cguJ.d be ;•increased, 
the answer was prOOlC#aDie fran · 
one . who believes in 9\1blution 
rather than revolutioo: "I think 
that where thin;Js go' well is 
ratner than try ani over-reach 
oneself, the first step is for 
a group like a hall to show that 

. the autonany they've got they 
are handling responsihl y, arrl 
ooce they've daoonstrated that 
to 0\lr satisfaction, they 1 re 
likely to be sympathetically 
heard ... " 

Dr Henderron 1 s liberal-confonnism, 
firmly enforced in "upholding 
the traditions and principles" of 
Rhodes University, leads him str­
aight into ronflic.t: with mare --

essiv ., ! "h:f§" 

campus, Dr Henderson denies that 
his academip training leads in a 
different dira::tion than the p:>st 
of Vice-chancellor, but he has 
sureiy discovered after last 
year 1 s uproar that "times are 
a-changin 1 11 !!Ore substantially 
and for different reasons than . 
any o:mputer can y;o:ipt out. 

".,.pledged to uphold .the traditions and principles of Rhodes Univfrsity .. ~' 
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, I . ·. . Nusass new man mainstream of black politics 
might now turn on white opposi­
tion. I don't think that the 
PFPs have much caus.e for alarm 
though. 

by Brett Hi lton- Barber 

Auret van Heerden, Industrial So­
ciology homurs student and Nus­
as' s new president, is a very 
busy man • . 

I met him at the Senate House can­
teen at Wits just after he'd seen 
Char lie Nuperr (Nusas lawyer and 
ex- pres) and the vc, and I was im­
mediately impressed by his . gentle 
friendliness and tight schedule. 
I was even more impressed when he 
whipped out a readily available 
handkerchief and mopped up the 
liquifruit I ' d spilt all over the 
place - Nusas caters for all cris-
is situ.qtions. · 

Auret is the first Nusas presid-
, ent based away from head office 
in Cape T<:Ml, for quite a while, 
and he's all for· this decentral­
.ization. "Head office handles the 
·bureaucracy, and I speak to peop-

" he beCl)IlS . · 

Seriously t hough, 
Nusas structure i s atout the most 
dancx::rati c it has- 1:3een;- w±th--all, 

· affiliated SRC presidents sitting 
on the exerutive. My f unction i s 
.to chair the exec, which decides 
on Nusas line and :rolicy, and I 
also tour campuses , speaking to 
people" . 

today? 

~isis situa­
tion and the challen::Jt: o£ the-;.. 
time is to contribute to the pro­
cess of change that is occurring 
around us . The white student 
must analyse the situation, dec­
ide on the direction it is taking 
and act. in a manner relevent to 
his own future. . We play very 
much a supportive role - white 
students certainly have not, been 
able to ,take up the same riqks 
at the sarre level as black stud­
ents have, they are at the fore­
front of the struggle and are oo­
rrmitted to a greatel:' degree. In 
terms of reconstruction we also 
have an important role to play 
in that we posses· a great number 
of skills. 

How has Nusas changed over the 
past fen years? 

:rhe crucial shift has been one 
away from short~term, high prof­
ile, confrontational politics in­
to• a more concrete, lam-term 
canmitrrent. External pressures, 
like the Riotious Assemblies Act, 
_have made iiberal forms of pro­
test almost impossible, and have 

' forced a lot of uncornnitted stu­
dents ·out of the mainstream of 
protest. ·. Because of the pressu-
res of conflict, the student you 
have in politics now is much more 
ccmnitted, and in. a more concrete 
fashion than the previous vocal 

' cammittment of the civil ·rights 
era. This shift in quality is a 
very important one. 

AI1d in this respect, have student 
nenspapers came to the forefront? 

Yes, particularly the political 
association papers - they played 
a highly important role there. 

Have white students generally 
changed much over the past fen 
years? 

Yeah, before they were relative­
ly reroved fran the dynamic . 
change that was going on. They 
were pretty directionless, and 

' I. think they were worried about 
~-=<~-~· ·~~·~·~· no clear-cut role far 

1errseL~~~~~ the alternati­
ves have cl eared polar­
ization and are r apidly u w:,. .... u:­

ing. Students are being 
into a situation where they have 
to choose, and ¢hoose quickly. 
Now that there is no debate on 
'which way things are going', 
Nusas' s job has been made easier 
in one respect. Student~ now 
are ·being forced to provi~e the . 

. necessary leadership. 

Will you be carrying the AfriC9!1-
ization theme thr9ugh ~to 1978? 

Well, you knCM, Africanization 
came under a lot of fire, criti­
cized as a philosorny whiCh it 
never was. It was clearly a str­
ategy adopted at a particular 
stage of. student develop:rent. It 
was never intended as some kind 
of Pan AfriCanist r:hilosophy 
which was what some people were 
w::>rried alxut. We are continu-
ing it, focussing on education, 

how we can rriake 

oontext. For students who 
they ·can make a meaningful oont;­
ribution to change, it is essen­
tial that they make a kirrl of 
psychologicc;tl adjustment. They 
must not .see their future in , 
terms of Western ·European or Am­
erican, but in being African -
there are specifically African · 
problems that they will be call- . 
ed upon to face. This theme is 
to re-orientate studen't:s and to 
call on them to re-orientate 
their education so that they are 
relevent to the African context. 

· Nusas projects and this ' thane 
hinge on alternatives. We are 
planning a series of handbooks 
dealing with this so that stude­
nts cari involve themselves more. 

What would Rhodes gain from re­
affiliating to Nusas? 

Rhodes has definitely suffered 
from being . out of the mainstream 
of student politics for the past· 
fen years. In the crisis s:i;tua­
tion we are now faced with, it is 

· essential that students exhibit 
unity or carrnitment, and by 

a national union they can 
do . .wn.r~r.F'!Ver yo1.1- . f~l alxut 
the or·oc•~l~~>f change, it is a 
highly and it 
would work if you 
were to remain out The 
main area where you 
is in the resources 
fer you, information of pUJu.L.L<-<,_­

tions, .seminar prograrmnes, and 
so on, besides the fringe bene­
f i ts like SASTS ( o:incessions for 
students travelling abroad) . I 
can't see how isolation will do 
you any good. 

Do you see any increase in gover­
nment action against students 
this· year? 

Yes, particularly re;rarding the 
student press. As it's importance 
rises, so will government recri­
ill:lnat:Lon.. There are questions · 
that the government O.U=n • t- ' '"'"'+ 

. . 
Do you see any right-win:} thr~t 
fran students? ' 

( . 

No, the right- wingers are iden-
tifyi.hg themselves so closely 
with the forces of repr~ssion 
that there is no way they can 
appeal to students. , I don't 
think students have becane more 
moderate. I think that with the 
lack of adequate leadership over 
the last fen years, this just 
seemed 5o. 

What is Nusas' s position regard­
ing contact with Afrikaans cam­
puses . 

Up to this point, Nusas has helc . 
formal contact with the ASB (Af- · 
rikaans .studenteborid), but now 
it's clear that there is noth-- , 
in9" to be gained by this.We wilJ 
keep contact on a perSonal leveJ 
with verligte elements like Pat­
ch and Stellenbosch, where at 
least there is roan for disrus­
sion. 

And black universities? 

A lot of people have been push­
ing for us to work on black cam­
puses again. I don't think thi~ 
is feasible. If you look at 
Nusas as an organization, it ha~ . 
a specific character and spec­
ific areas where it can be most · 
effective and black pblitics is. 

·not one of those areas. One of 
the lessons of the past feN 
years is that a_ white political 
'group . can never acconOaate bla-

And. recriminations agains::t~Nus~:a~s:, -~---~~:::::::-----~--------~ 
the organization? · ck aspirations:. -rm~!-3,G..Jnr 
No, Nusas is riot likely to oorne chance of us moving back onto 
into this. It is made up by pro- black campuses. I do think, 

and however., that the demise in 
ject cqnmittees and SRCs, black consci ousness on black -
bearing in mirrl that rrost of th-
em are oonstitut:ed by acts of campuses has opened a lot of 
Parliament, it .would be very channels that weren't previous-
difficult. If any recrimination ly open to us. I certainly thi~ 
is intended, it will be aimed at nk that the new wave of black 

leaders who will now emerge 
the leadership, as always . How- will be rrore amenable to cant-
ever, the government; now that · 

dealt with act with us than previous leaders 
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Press on the Rise NU.SAS 
rhe Student Press is. the last of 
the outspoken channels of protest 
against the excesses of the gov­
ernment. Its existence is there­
fore ~s precarious as it is vital. 
Brett Hilton-:-Barber, Rhodeo edit­
or, gives an overview-.·--

Since :the decline of the effect­
iveness of white stUdent PJliti­
cal organizations during the · 
late sixties and earlier paL't of 
this decade, there has been a 
related :):"ise in the stren;rth · of 
the student press. 

The days of oonfroptationist, . 
street marching· politics have 
passed by due to the chan.Jin;r 
surface of. the political situa­
tion . We whites are rot the 
main force in student politics 
any longer. The focus has shift­
ed to ,black opposition - after 
all they are literally dying for 
their rights. · 

Thus the role of the white stu­
dent has became one of sup~t 
for the 'process of chan.Je' . 

White students are turning to 
lonJer tenn projects, ooncerning 
themselves with providing .re­
sources and alternative infonna­
tion - and so the student press 
cernes into light as ·the main . 
stren;rth in student OpPJsition 
FOlitics today. 

Genuine direction 
Nusas, at its 55th Congress .in 
Pietermaritzburg in !ibvernber 
last year, created the new port.,­
folio of media officer. Patrick 
Fitzgerald, former Wits student, 
SRC Deputy President and Nusas 
General Secretary, will take up 
this post. ' 

the 
as 

He acim::Mledges 
of the campus 
cal force: " 
direction 

is a genuine 
adical student 

think:i a relevent one. 
being channelled into''---.. 

area, vklereas before it " 
went into soeial action, oonfron 
tation fJOlitics and labour pro-
gr amnes" . ../" 

He sees the revit~~iZation of 
the stqdent press caning about 
by an urrler~tanding <?f its role. 
"In the egrly sevent1es, .the 
stud~ypress was just into neg­
atively criti~i?ing the status 

.... quo. Now there is an attenpt to 
provide an alternative infonna­
tion service." 

The aspect of oounter-infarmat·~ 
ion is one of the most i.ffirx:lrtant 
in; the student press today. Hi"" 
lary Joffe, editor of Wits Stud­
ent describes it as · "not so much 
ccrnpletely different information 
as a different anphi.'lsis·, looking 
at issues from a different an.Jle 
or' in a different context" . 
The main problens that rise here 
are that access to relevent in­
formation 'is limited, and that 
legal difficulties crap up vklen 
it ' comes to publishing such ma­
terial. 

The f.J01itical association J?:3;pers 
s~ialized in presenting alter-· 
riative infonnation, examining 
the issues that lie beneath the 
evehts they give rise to, and as­
king sensitive questions neglec­
ted by most of the other mass me-:­
dia. 

Avrcm Goldberg, Varsity edit<)r 
and chai.J::man of Saspu, · sees the 
umbrella body's function as to 
maintain a "vigorous press and tc 
disseminate new ideas and infor­
mation to provide an alternative 
to the existin;r racial and ecO­
nomic hegemony" . 

Al thJugh the student press is at 
its strongest, 1978 could Well 
be its most dangerous year. The 
recent trial of Sean M::>roney, 

ODEOI 

congress 
.wrap-up 

Our future is with Africa and we 
must prepare for it , 

This is the message from the 150 
delegates to the 55th Nusas Con-

. gress last NovEmber. W1ite stu­
dents' role in winning social 
justice may not be a central one 
and the 'student po:Ne:t:' of the 
sixties was a rcyth, a paper tig­
er - but we do have vital skills 
and resources. S:OCs on each ca­
npus nON aim to give · their stu­
dents the OHJOrtunity to use 
these abilities in shapin;r our 
future. 

The six-day oongress, held in 
Pietermaritzburg, was the nation­
al union's biggest ever. ,"Etluca­
tion for an· African future" was · 
to be its theme for 1978, it de­
cided, and a 22 year old indus­
trial sociology student . from 
Wits was to be its presid8!lt. 
(See interview w:i..th Auret van 
Heerden on page ) . · · 

Rhodes, which severed its links 
with Nusas in 1976, was . represen­
ted by five mEmbers of our new · 
SOC ,as observers. Heading the de­
legation was Izak Srm.lts, previouE 
ly the prime maver for disaffil­
iation, who rt::M seems· satisfied 
witi1tlienew Nusa-s-s-tructure and 
directien. The first few weeks 
of term will tell whether . he in­
tends leadin;r a campus campaign 

convicted in a Johannesburg rna.- to-rejoin. · 
How does SWaPJ envisage an inde- gistrates oourt on charges of · 
pendent Namibia?, In what ways arE producin;r tw::> issues of Wits Btu- A paper drawn up in the PrOjects · 
wrren repressed? Is Bantu Educa- dent ,which were subsequently 00Il1!\l{ttee and adopted by the oon-
tion merely inferior education, found 'undesirable', has set a · gress, spelt out the importance 
or is it designed to slot people dangerous precedent. Any student of education and the aims of the 

into specific ~~~~~~~~~~~-;~~~::~~~~~o~n~e~o~f~h~i~s~i~s;----~--Nu~~sa:s~.~p~r~:og:!ramme. The paper stres· white education sues banned, that education is not oonfin· 
produce 'gccx1 citizens' charges. M::>roney was fined R200 tutions of learning 

and not critical thinkers? or 50 days suspended for ' three - it enoompa8ses each individ.:.. 

These are some of the issues exa­
mined by these journals, and for 
their troubles, Z (Students for 
Social Danocracy, tJCr); Crisis 
(Students for Africa M::>vement, 

Wits) ; So-Where-To (Students De.,-: 

years, and his appeal was turned ual' s life long social condition-
down. ing. 

-mocratic As.sociation, Durban) ; 
and Crux (Students for Critical · 
Thought, PMB) hp.ve been banned 
:J;or all future editions. 

-.... 

The M::>roney case is to student 
journalists what the threat of 
the Newspaper Bill was to journ­
alists working for the national 
press. In thefr case it intimi- · 
dated them into stepping back in­
to line withJut damaging the fa­
cade of 'press freedcm' in South 
Africa. 

B . ~ 
Q nntngs . ....._, . Patrick Fitzgerald: "It is inevi-

table that there will be more 
. · clashes with the government, but 

Bann . ha ' 
mgs ve r1sen impress.iveJ.y the student press w::>n't take 

recently. Last year over 60 them lyin;r down." Hilary Joffe 
student publications were banned, feels a little more sceptical: 
(mostly for 'threateni.n] state , "There were a lot_,_gfr-p:rtential 
security') , twice the figure of measures- set up last year in 
1976. -~ 

In order to protect the interest~ 
of the English student press, 13 
editors met .at Durban University 

. at the beg innin;r of DecEmber, to 
form the SOuth African Student 
Press Union (Saspu). 

· Plans were made for an inter-cam­
pus n5,7s service, a training 
handbook for student journalists 
and ·a resource · centre. Provis­
ions for student editors fallin;r 
fa..l of · government recrimination 
were al~ discussed. 

terms of precedents, and that 
' makes going into 1978 a lot more 
pr-ecarious". 

· The w::>rrying \·factor is that no 
new legislation needs to . be int~ 

· roduced to curb the student press. 
There is already an overvklelming 
amount of legislation oontrolling 
the press generally, and "d.th the 
cminous precedents set in the 
bannings and detentions last 
year, as well as the M::lroney 
trial, 1978 could ·be the end of 
a le:jitimate active student . pres~ 

"Society canrot change until 
people reject the roles assigned 

· them within it. Establ~hment 
education prevents this by limit­
ing pecple's perception of these 
roles. Students at English Uni­
·versities cannot escape the pro­
cess, as their daily lives are 
lived within the context of Soutl 
African society with its. politic· 
al and social iirloctrination; · 

"The purpose of education for an 
African future is not the devel­
opnent y f objects or things, but 
the developnent of society. This 
distinguishes the system of edu­
cation which turns men and women 
into tools, from the system that 
makes liberated men and w::>meri. 
skilful users of tools." 
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LANDOFTHEBRAVE AND PURE 
Graham Watts, a lecturer i _n t he 
Journal ism Department, went to 
the United States last year t o 
read for an M.A. at -the Univer­
si ty of . Wisconsin. While he was 
there he decided to hitah around 
the country to complete his idea 
of what America is really like. 

-Here are some of his impressions. 

One of my favourite stories ab­
out my stay in America involves . 
a caution I learned about just 
blal:bing on when asked the __ ques­
tion, "what is it like in South 
Africa?" That's a. difficult en­
ough question for anybody from 
thiS counti:y Who . happens to be 
abroad when the police are kill­

.·ing detainees and. banning l'l.E!'f(S-

papers, but when .it is asked by · 
two huge, burly black truck dri­
vers on Route 66 to Alburquerque, 
where if the sun don't get ya 
the rattleSnakes will, then you 
start weighiliJ your chances of 
survival pretty fast. 

It was altrost as if one of the 
little "pleeeeease, chief" beg­
gars in High Street who I had 
just refl,lSed five cents for bre­
ad was suddenly reincarnated. be­
fore rre - this tline about 6' 5", 
250 pourrls with a buddy about 
the sane size beside hlm. 

I swallowed hard, and stalled 
for t:irre: "Well, it deperrls on 
what you want to knJw about 

. South Africa ... " I replied. 

There wasn't a moment's hesita­
ticn: "Hey man, what's the pussy 
like?" · 

Wisconsin 
'Ihis is a piece (there I ll' pro.:. 
bably be more i-f the editors 
are short of oopy again) about 

_what it's like in America. I'm 
sure you would prefer it (as I 
did) if there is sane kind of 
focus to it all. In other words 
it deperrls on what you want to 
knJw about America. 

The answer to your firsy ques­
tion is: rot very different 
from at Rlx:xles, but probably of 
slightly easier virtue. 

town" over there - a sort of 
Grahamstown writ large. It is 
not an urban canpus with the 
university spilling into and 
ultimately losing intself in the 
city, but rather it daninat:es ~ 

. the altogether, and becanes 
the focal point of the entire 
population's cultural, social 
and sporting pursuits. That 
is probably wh¥ you get on 
average 70 CXD people at 
every hane football (as 
in helmets and grunts) 
game. Add all that . to 
the size of .the canpus 
and you will Underst­
and why there are two 
bus routes with muni­
cipal buses ferrying 
stUdents to and fran 
lectures. 

No Censorship 
Although size does not 
really constitute a 
worthwhile basis for 
cx:mparison, I feel it is 
important that it: be 
pointed aut because many 
other less visible things 
are related to size. Like 
for instance, the two 
daily student newspapers. 
wry.ile I definitely consi-
der the 1977 · Rhodeo to be su­
perior in the seriousness of its 
journalisn (which might be a 
function of the seriousness of 
our politics) the daily competi­
tion between the left-wing Car­
dinal and the conservativeHera'ld 
on the Wiscons_irl campus Was of 
the heal-thiest ki.nEl. e~ er, in­
cidentally, is ev-er subject to 
any fom of censorship whatever. 
NJ one firrls it ne:::essary to lin­
pose controls on the student -
press any more than the · estab­
lished press - .and in America 
that means you print what you 
like. · . 

Integrated dorms 
Far be it fran me to instill in 
the mirrls of our new intake any 
inspirations towards SQCial free-

Unlike the two truck drivers Who dan in the context of carrpus life 
didn't have any further ques- but there can't be that much harm 
tions, readers of Rhodeo ro done if I reveal that at 
doubt ar~~ted in a lot of least if they were at Wisoonsin 
things about Amerl:ccr.-----.. · ce they woold be treated like adults 
thls is a freshers issue it is ------..:uJ.e residences - or "dorms" -as 
probably appropriate to take a the ll than - are 
look at university life. to all intents · and nn--,-,.,."""'," 

buildings were you rent a roan 
I can only speak authorita-tively fran the university and, make 
about the University of Wiscon- yoor own rules. The only doors 
'sin, one the Big Ten midwestern that get locked up at night are 
oolleges situated in the capital your own; if and when you choose 
of the Wisoonsin, Madison, which to do so .• \nd the nearest lady 
is about, three h:>urs drive fran warden is in the fanale block of 
Chicago. the state penitentiarY at Waupan 

leo miles upstate. 
There are sane inti'al oontrasts 
with a place like Rhodes that While there are a number of 
ranirrl you oonstantly that separate vx:men' s residences~ a 
you're in America. First of all good many are totally integrated 
there are 40 CXX) students, and with only the bathrocrns and loo's 
in a city of only 170 QCX) it separate. ethers have alternate 
soon be<:x:rivas apparent that this men's and v.omen' s floors but oo 
is what they call a "oollege rules about visiting on either. 

'l'hen there is at least one uni­
versity-owned building I know of 
whiCh has two-bedroaned. ·flats 
with little sitting-rooms and 
kitchenettes. The only_barrier 

· ne o ese. is a fi-
nancial one - - <>y--!_re very ex­
pensive. But if a thi:l:a-yea_r 
student wants to live with hls 
or her first-year lover and can 
afford it, the only thing ' the 
university wants to knoW is 
"Have you paid your rent?" 

And for those who are aghast at 
the morality involved, Wisoonsin 
students will tell you to go make 
your aWn, ]ust as they'll tell 
you there's orli y cine thing 
increases unwanted preg es 
on a campus - screwing Resi­
dence rules and mor lty have 
<illout as much to o with falling 
pregnant as c __ · dem:x::racy and 
freedail with Nixon's ' Administra­
tion. 

~---
~ the legit.irrate fear of wanen 
, students that they might be · 

harassed by dis::lrderly men if 
they are not kept: out their 

.- reisidences is oountered by two 
things: on the one hand respons­
ible people of both sexes simply 
don't tolerate that sort of be­
haviour; and · on the other, thls 
unrestricted oontact brings on a 
Il'IP-turity in relationships between 
sexes that takes all of two years 
( ie until one moves out of res 
into digs) to arrive at here. 

Sexual abuse, hoWever, is quite 
a different matter. · As far as I 
am aware, there is slinolv no evi-

dence to suggest that there is 
any greater incidence of rape 

' where residence rules are either 
relax:ed or ron-existent than 
where they are strict. Sexual 
abuse is crlininal behaviour 
the causes of which do not rest 
with the culprit's relativ~ ac-

- roe s to scantily clad w::roen; 

However ' <--l l this social freed.an 
on Wisoonsin •::, ~s does rot 
appea: to ::esult i n or have any 
relatlonshlp to greQ~er social 
awareness. American st.:'.. -· 
are IlQ:t--vigilant watchdog~ 
evez:l their OWn freedans , .. ---let 
alone their brother' s --()'r sister's. 
~Y enjoy what they have thanks 
not'to ~ir own striving but 
rather . to · t of their prede-
cessors of ili .ttJrbulent '60s. / 
Snall, inoonsequ~l groups of 
unwashed ~efties try aes~ately 
to keep the banner aloft but the 
crov-rls . are now to be found at._ . 
the football stadium. ----- "'--...""'-...._...___ 

._,__ 

Right rr::w in America about the ~ 
most stlffiUlating political 
event is a Jimmy Carter fireside 
chat and that's about as sure 
to get the masses out into the 
street or the catrnitted to their 
tasks as is an Eoommics I lec­
ture. 

As for Rhodes, .who knows? Per­
haps history has long ago over­
taken us, as many have said. 
Being on this campus again and 
oont~lating the future I had 
once dreamed of ·for, my oountry 
rE!liinds me of the reply I got 
fran a Southemer when I asked 
him directions: "Sorry mister 
ya cain' t gi t , thar from here. ~ 
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MUSIC 

Black and Blues Gillespie 

So 'Who the lanon is 
Dizzy Gillespie? 

JOHN BIRKS GILLESPIE 
proved difficult to contact. . 

/ Diligent receptionists smilingly 
eyed Ire through their mascara, 
explaining that "Dizzy was busy" . 

• 

Third floor, rocm 301, di.rectl y 
Qpp:)site the lift, door ajar. 

A journalist bag hitch. . . that's 
the bag- uncaringly behind my hip 
• • . resting snugly against the not 
too fade::l journalist Levis ... a 
nervous, stretching my back, gl­
ance into the corridor mirror ..• 
Cameraah- aah 'little forward ... 

Check hair, nose, pants, . pretty 
good ... a tuck at the journalist, 
worn for a day khaki shirt .. . 
AaaYyy - these ducked-out san­
dals .. TOOduckingMUCH .. UNduck­
ingBelieeevable ... Knock loudly, 
adjust that camera then lope, 
loiter my journalistic way in­
side... · 

D~zy was busy. 

D±zzy dark · arrl fleshy, hanging 
out of his green arrl white strip- . 
ed, open--to-the-belt shirt, sat 
autographing books. 

·Rapidly arrl breathless! y I expl­
aine::l that I had attanpte::l_ to 
make an appoint!rent •.. didn't 
sean intereste::l arrl continue::l his 

_autograj::hing. 

Regained the jourrialist carp:>sure 
. .. flopped indifferently into a 
chair .. Slowly, purposely pulle::l 
back the zipp of that journalist 
shoulder bag ... casually began 
writing unreadable notes in my 
Tudor Srorthand Book . 

Hopeless - 'What a ducking funk. 
Cold sweat ... gooseflesh. 

Ambitious oan 
Steely Dan ~ Aja (ABC 268) 

'IbnyWocxl 

Trendy disco beat arrl bass kick 
off Steely Dan's sixth elpee ... 
terse lyrics . .. In the corner/ 
of my eye/ I saw you in Rudy's! 
You were very high • •. but with 
the chorus that Steely Dan magic 
starts tugging at the 1::1""''--LUlJ..l::>J./ 

arerge more as contanporary cx:.m­
posers than anything else; they 
hardly play much thanselves any­
more, leaving the actual pefoii!l­
ances largely' to the forty or so 
session musicians and singers in­
volved. But it's all tightly 
controlled by the canposers 
ticularly Fagan 
so does 

arrl you quickly reach On numbers like Deacon Blues~ I 
lyric sheet . . . all ·Got the News and Josie , all the 
who runs aroun:l just so :images of decadence: gambling, 
who put~ up the booze, drugs and sex, are presen-
lom· I · ' · t-" ' th har 
-~4 · · stagger homeward/ · -= W1 c acteristic cynical 
To precious one/ I'm the ~etachment by Fagan - but we are 

Who must make everything not foole::l. It's just so apparent 
right/ Talk it out til daylight/ fr~ the affection invoke::l by the 
I don 't care anymore/ Why you . mus1cal at:Irosphere that they 
run around • •. familiar scene huh? .::rren 't unaware of the Ranance of 

The thing about Steely Dan is 
that they nearly always manag-e 
to turn this cynicisn arrl anger 
into the most beautiful crea­
tions - go back to their first 
album even, arrl it ' s there, ' in 
every cut, especially .Dirty Work. 

Musically, Aj a is their master­
v-AJrk, aptly describe::l in the 
sleeve notes as "sane sort of 
sonata or suite" (Groups like 
Steely Dan arrl Little Feat are 
the real NEW Wave , incorporating 
all the old elanents of classic-. 
al, jazz, rock and pop into same­
thing satisfying and so now). 

Latin flavoure::l son:;s, powerful 
-drumning arrl a tenor solo from 
Weather Report's own Wayne Short­
er in the su~bly arran:;ed mid­
dle section - it's ,all there. 

D::lnald Fagan arrl Walter Becker 

1t all - the-ci~y-is-a-terrible­
place-but--it's-the-only-hane-we­
kn~arrl-love-sort-of-thing. 

Listen: My back to the w~ll/ A 
victim of laughing chance/ This 
is for me/ The incense of true 
romance/ sharing the things we 
know and love/ With those of my 
kind/ Vibrations/ Sensations/ 
That stagger the mind fran Deacon 
Blues, and: Jo would you lobe to 
scrapple/ She ' ll never say no/ 
Shine up the battle app lei We ' ll 
shake '~m aU down tqnight/ We're 
gonna m~x in the street/ Strike 
at the stroke of midnight/ Dance 
on the bones til the girls say 
when/ Pick up what ' s left by day­
light/ When Josie comes home fran 

. Josie , the final song . · · 

Aja is Steely Dan's most ambitious 
work to date and is an album of 
great beauty and insight at the 
least . 

Ten minutes of funk .. then a thr.­
oaty chuckle from the hard-blow­
ing Carolina canposer. I sililed 
.. blushe::l (?) .. then adde::l a journ­
alist snigger. 

He says its okay for me to start 
so out with that accepted well 
v-AJrn journalist opener: "When, 
Mr Gillespie, did your musical 
career start arrl what made you 
choose the, trumpet as your tool?" 
He huffs and he puffs and then 
follows his cigar into the loa; 
Gold Sweat ... alarm ... trepidation 
•.• ccme and have a look at Journ­
alist sitting alone gazing hope­
fully at that cr~ carpet, at 
those grey streaked curtains. 

He canes in t a lking ,grinning ... 
"I've always been interested in 
music. I first played the piano 
'When I was 2~ years old. I can '_t 
remember when I was' nt interested 
in music. r€ll then ..• in the 
early thirties, the state of 
Southern Carolina bought mus·ic­
al instruments for the public 
school I was going -to ... they 

. were passing rourrl all these in­
stru!rents ... I was small ..• tbe 
instruments went to the biggest 
guys and the only thing that 
was left was the tranbone, so I 
just took that. So I starte::l 
out on the tranbone .•. then 
there was this guy next door 
who's father was a shoataker, 
bOught himself a horn. I as)<e::l 
h:im if I could practice on it 
'cos I like::l the sound of it 
... from there it was the trum­
pet." 

Crackajack! 

NJw you see in the older days 
THAT was enough, but not rDW. 

Now you must knCM m~ic, mar~. 'Ib 
create you must have somethmg 
to work with". ' 

"Jam sessions - beautiful - an 
essential part of learning, es­

. pecially 'When I was caning up .•. 
but each age has its own modus 
operarrli." 

Alpha plus 

"Yes, it happens all over ... tech­
nical firew:>rks in place of ero­
tional . colour. Jazz must be root· 
e::l •.. yes ... but the ones who cre­
ate the most are the ones 'Who 
have the background like .•• spir­
itual ... blues ... gospel •.. all 
that is a part of the rhytltn of 
jazz, so it wc:uld be necessary 
for a guy to learn about these 
things so he may begin at the 
roots." 

On blues as roots •.• . 

"The blues is playing n::m like it 
was played- at the-beginnin:j of 
the twentieth centw:y -:- beauti­
ful - that's beautiful - you, you 
v-AJuldn' t p.1t down Michelangelo 
beqC!\.lSeJ icasso was a great pain­
ter." 

"Your instrument of course is su­
PPJSe::l to be· an extension of your 
self - I can hear a: guy playing 
and figure oot 'What type of guy 
he is ••. I listen for ideas, how 
he follows than to rhythm. Rhytltn 

main ingre::lient 
blacks in the United 
~ blues ... lay down 
that's rhythm". 

it's the 

Is jazz progressing? Will the 
Ellin:]ton, AIIllstron:;, r.t>ntganery 
quality be repeate::l? 

"I don't think anything in the 
past was the best. I'm a finn 
believer in the future ..• you see 
I .•. I .believe in spiritual evolu­
tion :- I'm a rneml:;Jer of the Bahi 
faith, and they teach that the 
spirit keeps evolving. You could 
.say it evolve::l through all the 
prophets •.. and jazz ... we:ll the 
jazz -giants could be seen as a 
succession of jazz prophets. Jazz 
i _s progressing ... I don't see it 

11 
reaching a crescendo ... then dy~~· 

Starting to itch y' know ... a ter­
rifying turn "" .. a fEW YES/NO, 
one v-AJrd answer questions, then 
it all pe~ered out, cease::l, sort 
of reached a crescerrlo then died, 

Mr Gillespie acaompanied by one 
of these journalist types anerge! 
frcrn the lift into a foyer full 
of hair, boots and bOutique co-
lours . ' 

So who the duck is Dizzy Gilles­
pie ... 

7· 



·sPORT 

It's yours for the taking 
' ' . . 

Bruce Smith; Rhodes Union Sports 
Officer, introduces the various 
sports and amenities open to _ 
students at thd University. 

All sf.Ort at Rhooes University 
falls 1!Ilder the auspices of the 
SportS Union. The Executive Co­
mnittee of the Union is a body 
canprising of thi-ee elected mem­
bers of staff · (the Chairman, Vi­
~e-a.airman and Treasurer) ·and ' 
three student manbers. The over 
all control and p:llicy of Sp:lrt -
at the University is vested in 
.this body. · 

G8neral meetings of the -Sp:Jrts 
Union are held once a tenn, 
while the AGM is held during the 
last tenn of the acadanic year. 
Any· student is welcane to at­
terid these meetings at which 
each affiliated Club is represen· 
ted by two delegates. 

The aim of the S:Port9 Union, as , 
defined in our Constitution is: 
The Sports Union is established 
for the benefit of aU student 
members of Rhodes University and 
such other persons as may in 
terms of the Rules of the Rhodes 
University Council benej'it there· 
from. It is to promote and en­
.courage sport and physical rec­
reation in the University and is 
to provide and maintain such 
sports facilities and equipment 
as the monies of the Sports Un­
ion permit. 

AS such we have 30 Sp:lrts clubs 
affiliated to the Sports Union, 
these being: 
Athletics, Badminton, BasketbalZJ 
Baseball, Cricket~ Cross Count:t>y 
Fencing, Golf Gym, Men and Wo­
men's Hockey, Karate, Kayak (Ca­
noe), Marathon, Mountain, Net­
ball, Rifle, Rowing, Rugby, , Soc­
cer, Squash, Surfing, SWimming, 
Table Tennis, ,Tennis, Under Wat­
er, Skydiving, Volleyball and 
Yachting. 

Due to various reasons, the pal­
icy of the Sp:Jrts Union has been 
to try and cater for all Sp:lrts­
men and w:rnen on our campus. In 
other words, we have attarpted 
to provide facilities and oppur­
tunities for both oompetative 
and recreational participants. 

Because of our geographical sit­
uation, same of our teamS play 
in Eastern Province leagues while 
others are affiliated to the Bor­
der. In spite of the travelling 
problem they are faced with, our 
students have acquitted themsel­
ves extremely well in both leag­
ues ~ I have no doubt that they 
will continue tp do so this year. 

On our campus we are fortunate 
to have 5ane fine facilities, 
which are nore than adequate and 
certainly Very practical. For the 
summer sp:Jrts _there are three 
cricket fields, a 400m ·grass ath­
letic track, a baseba1l diamond 
and a 33m swllmning pool, while 

. for the winter sp:Jrts there are 
- three rugby fields, two soccer · 

field$_, three hockey fields, 
three netball courts and our own 
cross-country course above the 
Prospect .House CQTq?lex. • · 

In addition to these~ there are 
nine all-'weather tennis courts, 
a small-bore rifle range, nine 
squahs courts and the Alex M.lll :­
ins ·Indoor . Sp:lrts Hall which ca­
ters for the indoor clubs. 

All sttrlents ·at . Rhodes , are auto­
matically manbers of the Sp:lrts 
Union. When you register each 
year, Rl2 of your .l\meil~ties and 
Registration Fee ~s paid to the 
Sp:lrts Uni_9!l.----It;-is then the 

. task or--tlie Execu:t; uo ecm~ttee 
to see :thl.t the cost of fmanc­
ing sp:Jrt at Rhodes is e<Wered 
by the grant received from all 
its. members. 

e.J'I ms thL. :Jy:r>u.F o 
· M:i.t~, J i scuni"q 1.-\oAI'!q ~~-~ 
hus!ne.s.s le~u-s, v £.';!;,J ~.is 14t 
thur intefle.ci::s 1~ -dn.ue. .:..J 
M<!.¥\W!J si:i..ul.(fa.o'0 ~~ 

ja..m.e.s . .•. 

----"" \ f ··~ 

In order to use these facilities 
- and in particular when want­

ing to draw equipnent fran the 
Sp:lrt stores at the swinming 
pool - students must produce 
thej,r ·student identity cards. 
Other than the Rl2, no other 
charges · are made, although same 

· clubs do charge a small member-
ship fee. ' 

Besides · the leagues, the two 
highliqhts ori our sporting ca-

lender are the ·SAU Intervarsity 
Tournaments and the annual Inter­
varsity agaiilst UPE, which th.is 
year is to be held . in Grahams:­
to;.m on the ll th/l2th August. 

The Sports Union has its offices 
on the first floor of the Stud­
ents Union building. Mr Bruce 
Smith (Sp:Jrts Officer) and Mrs 
A Stephenson ~Secretary) will be 
available there to assist any 
students who' have any queries. 

-
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Library Books 
to be 

destroyed 
An unkmwn number of Rhodes lib~ 
rary books are to be destroyed 
following the regulations allow­
ing university libraries·· to hold 
banned books on restricted 
reserve. 

The old system - where ·students 
gained ~asy access to restricted 
books w1th departmenta~ penniss­
ion - will now gi~ way to a 
special "banned boOks roan" 
governed by stricter conditiOl)S. 

Rhodes librarian Mr G D Quinn 
'v.ould not say how many books will 
be destroyed. It is known, 
however, that Illa1'lY of than fall 
foul of the censor in tenns of 
Section 6 of the Internal Secur­
i ty Act. These books are 
"totally verboten" he said. 

At the mc:rnent, no-one has access 
to the t{lreatened voltJires, which 
are in an undisclosed place in 
the library. Mr Quinn said they 
are being catalogued to sort out 
the banned books fran those 
prohobited for possession. ' 

Students wishing to consult a 
banned book will now have to 
obtain pennission fi:an their 
faculty Dean.· This is given 
only if the student is engaged 
in bona-fide· research work in 
that f:i,eld, and must be present­
ed to the library. 

"The library has no right to give 
a student pennission to look at 
anything", said Mr Quinn. 

This threat to acadanic freedan 
does not only face Rhcdes. All 
universiti>es received a letter 
fran the Directorate of Publicat- · 
ions at the end of last year­
tellinq them that pennission to · 
hold banned texts had been with­
dravm, and that a new request, . 
with reasons, had to be suhnit­
ted. Rhodes did, this and recei v­
ed a reply which outlined further 
restrictions on access. 

Mr Quirm refused to let a Rhodeo . 
reporter photograph the books, 
and threatened to wi thold furthei 
infonnation ;, if the issue was 
sensationally treated". 

Not only will researctter5 be 
deprived of :inq:lortant books , but 
same unde~aduate courses will 
be severely affected. "English 
in Africa", a new multi:...discip- . 
linary course, will .lose several 
basic texts. one of the course 
lecturers, Mr Graerne Addis son, of 
the Journalism Dept, said that 
three lectures on Dnnn magazine 
in the fifties had been "hit 
amidships". 

"The two basic texts of my 
section- Mphalele's Down Second 
Avenue and Can Thanba's The 
Wi U to Die - were in the Rhodes 
library and coul.d · have been acc­
essible to students. Now I urrl­
erstand they _won't be. Either 
I' 11 have to ·lecture on v.orks 
the students will never see, or 
I IlUJ.St simply find . sanet.hin<j 
more acceptable- fram .the gov­
ernrrent' s point of view" . 

"It seems we are facin<J a situat­
ion in th±s country now where 
ev~ effort is being made. by the 
autQoriti~s to destroy our his­
tory and deny parts of our cul­
ture. Intellectuals who co-oper­
ate with the authorities in 
doing this. are s:inply despicable. 

I , 

"I definitely won't pretend that 
Mphahlele and Thernba don't exist. 
~Y have to be talked abou.t, anc 
thei:t :inq:lortance in literary 
history has to be discussed and 
explained, II 

Rhodeo was unable to confi.nn 
reports that the books will be 
burned by the Grahamstown 
security police. · 

LEADEQ 
(6 

KQUMMECK 

watch repans 

jewellery 

~angrav1ng 

gift shop 

117 high street 

tel. 2731 

Folk All Expectations 
The Rhodes ' Folk' Club, the only 
university :folk club in South Af­
rica, intends to highlight its 
year's activities by bringing in 
a foreign IlUJ.Sician of internat­
ional repute to play on CamPuS. 
Invitations have been sent out 
to major recording stars and a 
~eply from Nashville Tenessee, 
indicating that J J Cale won't 
be able to co-ordinate his sche­
dUle to fit in a visit,' has been 
recieved. Folk club is awaiting 
response fran others including 
George Harrison. 

Larry Strelitz, chairperson of 
the .club gave reasons for this 
planned extraVaganza: "Last year 
we flew up five people fram Cape 

. ~and one fran Joharmesburg to 
take part in Folk All (the annual 
ooncert held during the third te­
nn) and we decided that we'd ra­
ther get one goad foreign artist 
in than have the same people 
again". 

Strelitz see8 the likes of Edi 
Neder lander, Bob Denton and Jann ... 
ie Hofrreyer as the "Old Guard" in 
South African music. In the case · 
of nobody respond.:ing fran aver­
seas to play at Folk Al,l, he woul< 
rather hqve sene lesser krx::Mn nu- · 
sicians in than those who &eE!ll ) to 
have a monopoly on the South ,Afri-
can circuit. · 

Folk Club, although one of the 
fastest-growing ciHtural clubs 
on cail{lllS, suffers fran a crucial 
lack of funds. 'l'he Club still 
owes R200 tollast years chair­
person, Judy Parfitt, who put t.l1e 
money in to keep-the music going. 

This year their activities seem 
to be much more co-ordinated and 
they will be doinq a couple of 
shCMs in conjunction with the Na­
tal Folk Music Association, as 
well has hoping to slot in . a trip 
to Cape Town during the July vac • . 

~ 

Strelitz also plans to get movies 
like Celebration at Big Sur to 
Rhodes to help raise funds for 
the club. 
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Journ ·tnquiry 
The Journalisn Department is to 
launch a nel:l magazine, Inquiry; 
on canpus this year. . · 

This was revealed by Graerre Addi­
SOn 1 the lecturer in Charge Of 
the newswri ting course. 

In an interview Addison said 
tbat Inquiry would became the 
medium for publication of news 
reports, feature articles, inves­
tigative articles and research 
papers produced by journalisn 
students. · 

This yea:~; student journalists arE 
to launch a probe entitled "Sex­
ism and Society" and their find­
ings will be published in I~quiry 
the first issue of which is ex­
pected out in June with a second 
one to fallON later in the year., 

"I'm hoping that 1Ne can reveal 
the importance of the feminist 
rrovernent in rrodern South Africa, 
and relate the rrovement to other 
developments in human relation­
ships", Addison said. "We' 11 be 
looking at discrimination against 
women, especially black women; , 
the role of sex education in the · 
upbringing of children; sex and · 
~e student; sexual stereotyping· 
m the mass media, and various ' 
other issues~'. · 

"This will certainly create a 
lot of interest among the student 
body as a whole." 

The sexism project will involve 
three phases, culminating in the 
appearance of Inquiry in June. 
~n the first phase, the Journal­
lsm [)(;!partment will organise an 
awareness week aimed at students 
and ~e P';ililic with the object of 
arousmg 1nterest in the project. 
There will be films, a seminar, 
and possibly a debate on aspects 
of feminism and male responses tc 
the feminist rrovement. . · 

Phase Two will involve Journ II 
students· in reporting assignments 
on canpus, in Grahamstawn, and in 
their home towns when they go 
home for the Easter vacation. 
They will look at the role of the 
sexes in South African society 
and will produce news reports and 
in-depth articles on the subject. 

Students in first and third year 
w.ill also be encouraged to prcxl­
uce essays and research papers on 
sexism. 

Finally, Inquiry will be s~ed­
ite~ and produced by third year 
journalism students studying ed-

. iting under Professor Tony Giff-
ard, Head of the Department. · 

Asked aP0ut heM the magazine- is 
to be financed, Addison said he 
planned to · look for national ad­
vertising. 

"I think we can present a good 
case to advertisers who wish to 
see their products offered in a 
prestige publication - which thiE 
will be. As a showpiece for the 
Journalism Department it just haE 
to be good , We' 11 distribute thE 
magazine on Rhodes carrpus and on 
other campuses throughout the 

count~, as well as to the press. 
The c1rculation may not be all 
that large but the magazine will 
re~c~ an influential sector of 
opm1on leaders." 

"I don't plan to carpete with lo­
cal student publications for ad­
' vertising. We have the rrost vig­
orous student press in the coun-

. try and it could be harmed by too 
much competition for the scarce 
advertising funds available in 
Graharnstown." 
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Hard . Pressed 
There has l::Jeen a sudden upsurge 
in the nurilber of student publi-

· cations on campus during the 
past y~r - part of a general pat­
tern prevelant at English spe3k­
ing- universities .in the country. 

Pressure groups are discovering 
that the rrost effective method 
of pushing viewpoints is through 
the student press. 

. At the beginning of 1977 there 
· ' were only two regularly issued 

student newspapers at Rhodes -
· Rhodeo and Oppidan . This year 
there will be five. 

Rhodeo· is 'the SRC's official 
newspaper although the editors 
have full autonomy to express 
their 9wn views. It survives on 
an annual SRC grant as ~Nell 'as 
from advertising. 

Oppi~n is a rrore rroderate paper 
catermg for _students living out 
of res, although it does have a 
broader audience. It. is funded 
soley from advertising. Rhodeo 
and Oppidan draw the biggest 
readership on campus and command 
the rrost influence amongstudents 
and staff. They appear generally 
e_very two weeks. · 

Nucleus (although the name does 
not actually appear on the is­
sue) is published by Usfew (Un­
ion of Student Freedom, Enlight~ 
enrrent and Welfare) ' and is ' edit­
ed, by SRC President, Izak Smuts. 
It s aims are to counter the 
"leftist domination" of the cam­
pus media, and to cater for the 
'average' Rhodes student. 

Rap (Radical Analysis Pamphlet) 
appeared for the first time last 
w~ek . . It is Radsoe's first pub- . 
l1cat1on and is intended to pro­
vok~ thought and a flow of alter- , 
nat1ve. id~as to existing struc­
tures or 1deologies. Four issues 
of Rap are expected out during 
the . course of the year. 

_Inquiry_will be · launched by the 
Journal1srn Department to co-ordi­
nate t.he effort.s of its students 
who will be pursuing a theme en­
titled 'Sexism and Society' this 
year. Inquiry will care out in 
June an~ will be followed by a 
second 1ssue later in the year · 
,(see story next door) 

These publications will be read 
by roughly 3 COO students and 
.staff. Here are· various inpres­
sions ar,td analyses of -the campus 
rnedia . s1tuation: 

"Nor. do I intend -Inquiry to crnr 
pete with student papers as a 
newspaper. It has a very differ­
ent aim and carposition: it will 
provide an outlet for our journ­
alism students whose reports are 
sorretilrlis not the right kind of 
thing for t.he campus press. " 

BOy Jolmson, Journalism lecturer: · 
The number of publications is a 
good thing. Investigative report­
ing needs to be jacked up though. 

Martin Feinstein, fo:rmer Rhodeo 
~edi~or: _Here's a situation where 
~ m~nor~ty group of leftist stu-· 
dents are putting out an enorm­
ous amount of literature . Why? . 
Because they are the more dynamic 
group and right-wing students 
haven ' t motiva~ed themselves pro­
perly yet . There can never be 
too many papers on campus. Busi - · 
nes.ses _will support those they · 
t~~nk have the best political 
l~ne - Oppidan will come out top 
because. i~ 's ~he mo,st smoothly 
run organ~zat~on.in this respect. 

Izak Smuts, SIC President and ed­
itor of Nucleus: We are not in 
opposition to Rhodeo~ we run 
Nucleus .to produce a good news­
paper. T~e average South African 
s~udent ~s, not very · politically 
m~nded. To get to him you must · 
first have good sports and campus 
coverage and then he will say 
"Hey~ what's in the rest of this 
paper '~· If Rhodeo is trying to 
conscwntize students I think it 
has had the reverse effect. 

Gordon Crarnb ,-SRC Publications 
councillor and 'forrrerRhodeo eOi­
tor : Smuts and-'-company are making 
a bad mistake in cQming out with 
their .!!!:!!l..F._egular publication -
though I wish they 'd fina a name 
for it . In the past he and his 
cronies have been content to cri­
ticize from the right. Now he is 
out in the open~ and the student 
body can see tho: hollowness of 
the partial _ solutions he offers. 

Graham Watts, Journalism lecturer 
who has just returned from Wiscon• . 
sin: IYJ comparism to -the Wisconsin . 
papers, Rhodeo and Oppidan are 
far more serious and thorough. 

And sene general corrm:mts from 
students: 

Second Year Law student: no~ ·no 
not ·to many publications on cam­
pus . Oppidan -gives more general 
coverage of news~ but Rhodeo has 
~etter layout and more eyecatch­
~ng features. 

Fourth year Carrrerce ·student: 
Rhodeo is too political - it does 
not serve the general body of 
students. 

Third Year Arts student: I have­
n't heard of Oppidan but I've 
read Rhodeo. 1y . father disaproves 
of it but I think it 's plright. 

RXJI'NOIE: The "Sexism in Society' 
project follows .last year's pro- · 
ject on the "Environrrent" which 
achieved great successes. Journ 
II students last year produced 
t.he "Shame City" exposes on con­
ditions in Grahamstc:Mn's black 
townships, which were published 
L."l Rhodeo. · 
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AuthQ~itv 
' '.: l '" ·lf~ 

'l'he image of Authb~·~ff Ciestroying 
books is a p:JWerful one. It sym­
bolizes a flagrant suppression of 
ideas and conjures up ·alarming 
visions of pre-war Nazi Germany. 

Indeed the paralells are obvious, 
for here too a war psychosis is 
being generated by the state in 
order to build up same form of 
reactionary: solidarity (see story 
on A Military Future). The clumsy 

• attenpts at controlling the flow 
of information,and alternative 
ideas and the dictation of what 
we may or may not know (see story 
on Library Books to be Destroyed, 
oa 2) are part of a greater pat­
tions - expedient, however, only 
in the short term; 

Ironically enough, these actions 
are intended to. ensure the surv­
ival of the prevailing racial 
and econanic oligarchy, yet they 
will becx:rne the main cause for 
its destruction. 

It is clear now that no meaning­
ful change can care about within 
the ·existing political structures 
- the Nationalist government has 

made sure of that - an<t so they 
will care fran without. · 

The Patriotic Front has made i t 
obvious that nothing short of the 
oarnplete .svrrender of Rhodesia to 
their forces will sliffice , and 
with the irlfluence and SUPPJrt 
they cx:mnand, this is likely to 
a::rne abOut. The same will happen 
in South Africa, where those seek 
ing to rid thanselves of apart­
heid have no other option. open to 
then. 

The lesson to be learned fran his 
tory here, especially in tyran­
:ilies such as Nazi Germany, is 
that a society that propagates 
violence as a way of life, direc­
tl y or indirectly, will meet a 
violent end. 

-sexism\· 
Those of you who actually read 
this paper, and not flip throu­
gh it to leak at the erotic 
Richard Crumb graphics, the odd 
naked breast or four . letter 
word, will notice the volurre of 
ferriinist and anti -sexist artic­
les of varying quality. 

Because of this forceful outcry 
in this issue; one might think 
that we view sexism as the rrost 
fundaiTental evil in our society. 

The discrimination on the basis 
of race and social background 
in South Africa has a far great­
er effect at the bread-and-but- · 
ter level of our existence than 
sexism. By comparison, discrim­
ination on the basis of sex has 
less implications, controls the 
lives of people to a far lesser 

·extent, even though it is also 
based on the funclanP..ntal princi­
ple of racism - superiority. 

Discrimination on the basis of 
sex is less obvious than on race 
because warren have been denied 
a .significant role in either op­
pressing or being oppressed -
white warren have followed and 
accepted the ' rulings of their 
male counter-parts, black warren 
have had to bear the burden 
with theirs. 

Be that as undesirable as it is, 
effective opposition to racism 
would be a far rrore effective · 
catalyst for Changing the n~ture 
of our society, while still bear­
ing in mind the oppression of 
warren. 
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EDITORIAL & LETTERS 

Nusas Projects 
NuE;as president, Auret van Heer­
den, paid Rhodes a brief visit 
last.· M:::mday to meet students in­
terested in establishing Nusas 
project groups at the University. 

He has just ccxrpleted a tour of 
English speaking campuses, init­
iating the formation of projects 
ccmni ttees , ; 1and speaking to stu­
dent leaders. 

~sas is primarily an educative 
organization and its project 
groups establish the direction 
of its prograrnnes. This year's 
theme is 1 &lucation for an Afri­
can Future• and it 1 s aims are to 
get students to evaluate their 
educations and thus their role 
and relevance to the South Afri­
can situation. 

They will asses priorities and . 
evaluate alternatives and apply 
their skills to these areas. 
Projects groups work through se­
minars, pamphlets, and the var­
tous forms of campus media . 

Sir, 

At the E;md of 1 7 7 I sent a burr 
le of Rhodeos, including back 
issues, as well as Opp.idans and 
Vent to friends in OXford. 

The one replied recently as fol­
lows: "Thanx very muCh for the 
.letter and for the Rhodeos -
whiCh I read with amazement, re­
rrembering the OCT Varsitys which 
seerred to be full of sport. 
Whereas your Rhodeo is by ccm­
parison committed, passionate, 
articuhted and dissident. Read 
~nt and was positively ventila­

ted and instructed and pleasur -
ed." 

The other conrrented "I spent 
half a · day 'rivetted to Rhodeo 
Oxford University papers compare 
un;favourably." 

As a 1 77 Rhodeo staff member I 
find such reception gratifying. 
Hang in there friends and keep 
SUCH praise coming. 

Gavin Haywp.rd 

Five handbooks will be issued 
during the course · of the year 
and will deal with the alterna­
tives open to white students. 
They will cover the areas of: 
Education, Intermediate technol­
ogy (and Rural Developnent), Al­
ternative law, CCill!Ulnity Medicine 
and Culture. 

One of the functions of a project 
group at Rhodes will be to orga­
nize and rUn a reaffiliation cam­
paign to bring campus out of its 
isolation. 

THERE WILL BE A MEEI'ING FOR ALL 
TH':>SE INTERESTED IN THE ESI'AB-: . 
LISHMENr OF I.OCAL NUSAS PIDJECI' 
GroUPS CN THURSDAY I 9 MARCH AT 

5 PM IN THE SRC GENERAL QFFICE 
. IN THE S'l'UDENTS UNION BUilDINGS. 

seminar 
A seninar on camrunity Develop­
ment will be held at Kleinemorrl 
fran Friday, 3 ~h to Sunday, 
5 March. 

' 
The main speakers will be Karl 
&lwards and Cedric de Beer, 
roth fran the. Environmental 
Developnent Agency, who will 
be caning down fran ,Tohannes­
I::Arrg. 

The seninar . is being 1.-un by 
Qelta and Envirac. 

GDOCOTT 
& SHERRY 

FOR YOUR 

VARSITY 
SI'ATIONERY 
AND 

.PRINTING 

. Phone 4863 

Church Square 
·Grahamsfown 
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It's among~t other things Fem­
inism ·Year for Rhodes Campus, 
with the . revival of a long 
do1;I11imt w::men' s group.. Athies 
Auction was it's first target. 

The auction, and Rag in general 
are not in themselves funda­
menatal issues; they say. But 
they do represent on a campus 
level the oppression of wameh 
in our society. 

The wcmen a im to make their 
response known by 

• sharing it with other women 
and making them aware of their 
position 
• bringing this awareness to 
the _ attention of the males who 

· are sometimes unwittingly en­
forcing this oppression 
• researching sexism on campus 
and in South Africa 
• taking steps to change the 
system. · 

Rhodes did have a femi~st 
g=up in 1975 .and '76. · 

"We were not very active . We 
turneq out to be a rap group", 
sai(i Wendy Nunn. "It was p=­
ably ineffective because we did 
not become involved with cam­
pus issues . The rap group did 
raise, and this ·· is the rrost 

·important issue, the feminist 
consciousness of those who 
tokk part. 

The Journalism Department is 
nmning a reporting project on 
Sexism in society. The nev 
Radsa::: pubJ:icaticn, RA?, takes 
a radical view of all insti t­
utions, and this includes 
.women.A freshers introduction 
to Feminism has been . arranged 
by Jackie Cock of the Soc.io­
logy Departrnentand a student 
Jeanne Chunnett. Jackie will . 
talk on feminism and Graham 
Watts, a Journalism lecturer, 
wiJ.l give a male response to 
the feminist oovemnet. 

o) 

The C.ase for Abortion 
Every woman has the right to 
make decisions about her own 
body, and rrost · :im[:ortant is; 
the decision to terminate or 
nurture the growth of a foetus 
accidentally oonceived. · 

This philosophy has long been 
an inp::>rtant rrotivating .force 
in the wmen' s rrovement. A 
philosophy which has resulted 
in its ad):1erents being labelled 
'murderers' and which continues 
to give rise to bizarre errot1o­
nal reactions on both the p= 
a.'ld anti sides. 

The argument against abortions 
is that the foetus has a right 
to life, and that by rerroving 
this right, the woman is sanc­
tioning murder. (Foeticide?) 
The voice of the Church says 
it is an interference with pro­
creation which is God -given. 

It is extrememly difficult to 
deny that the termination of a 
pregn~cy constitutes the tak­
ing of a life, and pro-abortio­
nists tend to side-step this 
issue, prefferring to adopt a 
more sociological view by main­
taining that it is not a life 

·until it enters society and 
starts learning. It is at this 
point that the pro-abortionists 
accuse the right-to-lifers of 
hypocrisy on the g=unds that 
while they ·show a tremendous 
amount of, concern for the 
rights of the eml:;lryo, they 
totally. disregard the plight 
of the .child once born. They 
apr)ear to lose sight of the 
fact that enforced maternity 
often results in unwanted 
children. 

However heated the debate may 
be, all are in agreement that 
repressive legislation has fa­
ilect miserably to cut down the 
number of abortions performed 
aru;mally - both legally and . 
illegally. And it is here that 
feminists take issue. Women. 
have been denied the right to 
terminate their unwanted preg­
nancies, and are driven to 
'criminal' acts as defined by 
the country's legislation­
usually proposed by commissions 
dominated by men. 

The decision to obtain an abort-
-· ion is the start. of the most 

traumatic and hideous experien­
ce in a woman's life_. She now 
has to start the rounds of 
doc:_tors whp might be syrrq:Bthetic 
and beg for an abortion, and 
to convince them that she is 
not mad/unstable/ suicidal. If 
she can convince two doctors 
and a state psychiatrist she' 11 
get her abortion. If she cann~ 
ot she might, if she has the 
oney; travel to a country where 
abortions .are legalised, or · 
else pay exorbitant sums to 
have an abortion privately and 
.illegally done by a doctor . 

If she doesn't have the rroney, · 
it's an -entirely different sit­
uation. Ignorance usually leads 
the wman to waste time by try­
ing a host of different 'remed-
ies' , and by the time she gets 
to an abortionist - the kind 

she can afford - she may be well 
into her fourth of fifth month 

·' of pregnancy. Abortions at :this 
. stage are usuaily fatal. 

During all this the woman is 
experiencing a psychological 
trauma no-one can share. She 
is often divided against herself 
because even .is she doesn't 
believe that abortion is murder 
it cannot be seen as just anoth­
er contraceptive measure, and 
sheis doing 'w=ng' . She sees 
men universally condemning abor­
tion, yet individually accept­
ing it as a solution. She sees 
herself as an' aborted' v.oman -
one.who has spurned wornan's 
supreme -=le - that of mother­
hood. 

Having considered the options 
open to woman - be it a state 
app=ved abortion, an illegal 
highly expensive. abortion or 
a coat-hanger - it is pretty 
obvious that all over the v.or ld 
wmen are seeking means of ter-

inating their pregnancies in 
spite of endless moralising. If 
this is the case it becomes tot­
ally pOintless to argue about 
whether or not abortion is mur­
der. Rather , it is time to 
insist on state aided abortion 

on demand .for- all v.omen, until 
such time as rationai family · 
planning is a part of life - a 
wanted life , that is . 

HEPBURN~-­
& 

JEANES 

. . 
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83 CHURCH SQUARE TEL. 4235 
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wham bam 
thank you 

• maam ... 
By Paul Vande/ 

Nasrudin, the Islamic comedian of 
the marketplace, had a donkey 
whose extremely unpleasant toilet 
manners Offended everyone. One 
day Nasrudin arrived at the mar­
ketplace and announced that he 
hcrl got rid of the donkey. The 
whol!=! town applauded. But just 

then the donkey reappeared, per­
fanned one of its natural func­
tions . in the middle of the street 
and gave a loud bray of. satisfac- · 
tion. "You liar!" shOuted the 
people at Nasrudin, "You just 
said you'd got rid of him!'" . 1 

"My friends, I have spoken and sc 
has my donkey. What sort of peop­
le are you to believe a donkey 
rather than a man?" 

What this story doesn't tell us 
is heM Nasrudin' s donkey came_ to 
be so ill-mannered. It probably 
had sarething~ to _do with the ani­
mal's upbringing and socializa­
tion in the streets of the city, 
for donkeys are not - at least ir 
this writer's experience - innat­
ely repullisive. 

The story's moral could be appi­
ied to modern-day sexual relat­
'ionships to illustrate the ster­
eotyping that goes on in our so­
ciety. Like Nasrudin with his 
donkey, hwnan males often cause 
a great deal of offence and meet · 
with strong disapproval · anong 
scme wanen on account of their 
unpleasant behaviour. The alled­
ged qualities of the rrale - his 
borrishness, hiS randyness, . his 
emotional inmaturity and crudity 

- are imputed to an animal nat­
ure fran which he cannot actually 
break free, no rratter heM Imlch he 
proclaims himself to be free of 
it. 

' MALE RESPONSE 
TO FEMINISM 

Our culture lays a great stress 
on ·the value of 'WCKl1an as. a posse­
, ssion rather than as a person in 
her o.m right. Advertising, for ' 
instance, presents many images of 

'wanen whose curves and corre-on 
~les are used to sell products 
like motor cars and liquor. Man's 

' greed for consumable objects is 
neatly exploited through the sex 
drive, a trick which reveals hc:M 
man regards ~ as no mane than 
an object. When ·a possessive 
male is thwarted by. a wanan who 
knows her CMn rnin:i, he often re­
acts like a child whose toy has 
been taken away fran him. Be 
wants wanan in the bane doing his 
darning and cooking, and he wants 
no <XllljJeti tion fran her -in the 
business or intellectual spheres: 

That, at any rate, is how tne 
stereotype of the modern male is 
being put across by the feminist 
movement today , arrl, in the light 
of the evidence against men, the 
movement is largely right. But 
what of men who would .like to l.d­
entify with the broad aims of the 
movement, who agree that society 
is riddled with dehuwanising sex­
ism, who feel guilty of exploitin< 
wcmen, but who genuinely wish to 
contribute to the development of 
a greater degree of humanity in 
sexual relati onships - where do 
nen like these ccme irlto the pic­
ture, if at all? 

It's clearly not g<Xld enough fo:~; 

them to merely stand up and pro­
claim themselves supporters and 
defenders of feminist ideals. For 
one thing, · militant feminists are 
against men pqying ' lip-service to 
the movement; for another, rren 
are, and will ranain :flor the for­
seeable future, part of the struc­
ture of male daninance, and it wil 
be very difficult tor any isolatee 
:nale or small group of males to 
escape that structural reality. 

How can a man be a not-man? Is he 
to dress differently? ·ean he phed 
all the attitudes and prejudices 
of his upbringing? Must he be 
less aggressive in sex, less as­
sertive in life? Bow can he rid 
himself of hi$ lllcrirnipating 
maleness? · 

Men of course have been born and 
bred up in a cuiture that places 
a great deal of stiess on the 
man's physical qualities as sex­
ual attributes - his strehgth, 
his energy, his sportsrran' s tan, 
hsi rough, loveable exterior, his 
machiszro. It is hardly suprising 
that men who are socialised in 
this way develop into ego-tripp­
ing rugger-buggers to whan the 
rrost important things in life are 

beer and broads, · in that order. 
They. do in fact becare like Nas­
rudin' s donkey - an anban:·assrent 
to everyone but thensel ves. · 

~asrudin' s donkey didn't go away 
Just because he said it had; it 
ranained with him, as everyone 
conld see. There are unpleasant 

facets of being a ·~le which will 
have to be faced ' and overa::me by 
males themselves because no-one ' 
else can do the job for them. It: 
is up to men who care about freed 
an and human values to rrount an 
attack from within the structure 

of daninance on .all those aspects 
C?f their role which keep wcrnEm 
ill a state of physical . and ment­
tal subjection. 

In this respect the enlightene::l 
ilkm IS funti0n iS the Saffie aS that 
of whites who 'support black con­
sciousness but ·cannot join the 
rrovanent because it won't have 
them; they Imlst r eturn to their 
own a:mnuni ty and work to bring 
about changes in attitude and 
s <?Cial structure anongst the op­
pressoFs themselves. 

Easier said than done. 

Wanen today are in relative.ly for 
tunate position of having behind · 
them a long ·and historical strug­
gle to win their rights and free­
dans, a struggle which is -not yet 
won but which has produod vigor­
ous and still developing ideolo­
gies in support of their ' aims. 
Amongst radical wamen's ' libbers 
this ideolCXJY has a decidedly 
Marxist or socialist cast and is 
closely linked with a political 
crH:que of capitalism. Thip 
:::rroup sees the typical nuclear 

farruly as a unit serving the ex:­
ploitative needs of capitalism 
and they have therefore attacked 
what rrany ·conservatives regard 
as being basic to civilization, 
the fariu.ly ~d' the horre. There 
are thus differences within fe­
lnlnist ideologies, but at least 
there are ideologies. 

Men are not in the same fortunate 
JXlSitiOJ!. Their ideologies have , 
invariably included sane defence 
of male daninance, either through 1 

frank assertion of the "biologic 
al superiority" of men (note the 
paralells with philosophies of 
"racia l superiority) or have rest­
~ on veiled rationalizations 
which confer legitirracy on male 
power while speaking the language 
of t olerance and liberaliSn. One 

· of the origins of contemporary fe 
minism was the student novarents 
of the 1960s in America and 
-Europe, where wcmeri who felt they 
were, 1fiking part in a cc:mnon 
struggle for freedom alongside 
rren began to realize that the 
fine words did not always apply 
to them; they were being treated 

as inferior partners in the 
struggle. Warren, like blacks, 
saw that they needed to form 
their CMn ' united movements to 
:impinge on. male daninance fran 
without. 

Men seeking to identify with the 
long-term aims of feminism- - fre­
edan for all - rieed to start for­
mulating an ideology which takes 
them outside the cant . and dishon­
esty of traditional male rhetoric 
Language is CL"Uc ial to i deology, 
and the symbols men choose to ex­
plain their new position will 
have to be carefully chosen to a­
vo;id all suggesticn that they are 
creating a reactionary rrovanent 
opposed to f~sm. Sane degree 
of polarisation between the seses 
will be inevitable -in the process 
of change that we are witnessin::J 
today, but it will be the respcn­
sibility of males in particular t 
o remain amenable to workinJ with 
and for, wcm:m. 
A strategic problem is bound to 
arise fran the refusal of femini­
sts to· incorporate male rrenbers 
iri their rrovements . So long as 
men cannot take an active part im 
feminsim .itself they wili of nec­
essity haVe to fall back on their 
CMn resources, which, because of 
the pbverty of their ideolbgy, 
will probC!Qly' not get them very 
far. Warren on the other hand are 
actively engaged in the exciting 
and stiimllating experience of 
consciousness-raising, and activi 
ty which breeds. new ideological 
thrusts and helps to maintain the 
pressure for change. The big da­
nger here is that wanen' s ideo- , 
logies will be shaped by the ~ 
cial interests of wcm:m alone, a 
process 'that can end with the ex­
clusion of men altogether. 

1\ united w:nteh' s movement exclud .. 
· iilg men is a strategic necessity 
for the time being :but in the 
long term sare fori!Ulla for a a::m­
mon struggle will have to be 
foond or the sexes will remain 
polarised. Men today - even 
those . sympathetic to the aims of 
feminism ·- do feel threatened by 
the rrovement and will tend to re­
act with hostility when their in­
terests arE-! attacked. 

continued on .page ? 



Response 
co.nt. 
Obviously a progranme of educa­
tion aimed at males is required 
to pre-enpt the escalation of ho-

. stility and prepare the way for 
co-operative efforts with fEmini­
sts to destroy sexisn in society. 
To begin with men are goirig to 
have to -be honest with each other 
reaching dCMri into themselves to­
wards same realisations about 
their socially-conditioned impul­
ses, their greed, their vulgari­
ties, their possessiveness. This 
honesty will help to mould a new 
language of male self-awareness 
which must be utili sed to expresE 
an ideolCXJY outside the structur~ 
of daninance. 

Women are going to find that if ' 
such a progranme succeeds and 
gains force among males it will 
lead to the articulation of var­
ious grievances against w:men. 
\1en do have such grievances, 
though there ·is no point . in drag­
ging these out here and nON: to 
do so would only provoke reactior 
without the benefit to any party. 
s·ince femiriisn is fuelling a cer­
tain antagonisn between the sex­
es the feminists themselves can­
not be absolved from counter-cha­
rges by males, but to speak ab­
out these charges nr::M, without 
the necessary ideological formu­
lations to back than up , will 
lead to a trite exchange of in­
sults, little more. 

Nasrudin • s stereotyped donkey i s 
going to be an the scene a good 
deal longer. . When the male make! 
up his mind to react to feminisn 
creatively - that is, by train­
ing h:i.mself to see wanen as peo­
ple rather than objects - the 
animal in man will be less offen­
sive tb all concerned. 

And the animal in v.Ql\a!l may cane 
to be ·appreciated a little more. 

Divinity students bidding ... 

Inkette being auctioned . .. 

Rep:>rt: Trish Murphy I 
Pix: Eric Aarden 
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Athies Flesh ~Fete 
Saturday morning, nine-thirty, on 
the Athies l awn; a large =ow:l 
has settled itself in the sun 
with six-packs and half-enpty 
flagons of wine. 

A grbup of suited,· hatted irrlivi­
duals is sweltering quietly behi­
nd their table. The table bears 
the placard "Meat Board. " Faces 
peer out from the ccmron-roam 
windONS - there is qeneral laugh­
ter and an air of expectation. 
The auctioneer leads an Inkette 
(that sacred category) a=oss the 
stoep and helps her onto a table. 
Scmeone in the crovrl screams out: 
"Why are yciu so shit?!" Then the 
bidding starts .. . 

The annual· Atherstone "Slave Mar­
ket", where first-year w::men stu­
dents are auctioned to raise mon­
ey for Rag, has generated a con­
troversy among l:x>th students arrl 
staff on campus. 

When the idea first came into be­
ing, participating was cc:mplete],y 
voluntary. It still is, in theory! 
But p011erful group pressures witn• 
in the. residence make life very 
difficult for w::men who refuse 
to be sold. 

"It is our biggest money spinner 
II 

Many were unsure haN they felt 
about being auctioned. 1-bst 
found it a deeply embarrassing. 
experience; same didn't mind at 
all; same were determined not 
to put their objections on rec­
ord, even if tney did mind. 

Alnost all of than objected to 
the drunkeness of the males · in 
the cra.-.ti, and the ccmnents and 
insults that were thrONn at than ; 

"Does she fuck?" 

"Why did you buy her - She I S a 
dog!'' 

"Only. 28 cents!" 

"No, we only buy quality. " (the 
meat :toard) 

When asked aoout the concept 
of selling girls to make money, 
sane of them decided that since 
it was for Rag arrl therefore · 
"doing sanething for charity" it 
was acceptable, and that taken 
"in context" , it was "all good 
fun". 

There are very definitely other 
ways of making money , said others 
The auction is to than a "legal 
whorehouse" ·and a ~·cattle Sale". 

Asked to justify the auction, 
the Warden of Atherstone house, 
Mrs Cecily Langston replied 
enphatically that she would not 
- she was totally against the 
idea . 

"I b.ave been trying to stop it 
for three years , but each year 
the house corrmittee overrules me. 
The whole thing i s definitely 
degrading, and I don't like it 
at all". 

Mrs Donna Sweitzer, a Rhodes 
librarian said about it: "The 
whole idea is totally degrading 
not only to the wcmen involved, 
but to hurran nature .· Not even 
the fact that it is for charity 
justifies it. It is disgusting 
that the university allows it 
under its narre. 

Mrs Thelma Henderson said she 
knew nothing about the auction. 
When I explained th.e proceedings 
to her, she said that she was 
"totally against anything of the 
sort". 

"This sort of ridicule - and it 
is ridicule - tONards any human 
being is bad, and should definite­
ly be abolished" . 

The feeiings of the men on campus 
were varied (one thought the auc­
tion . was "lekker") but rrost felt 
it was degrading. 

"It's plain exploita·tion. First 
year girls who have only been 
here a week are pretty confused 
anyway. How other girls can 
subject them to such an exper­
ience is beyond me", said one. 

For "more attractive slaves", 
the auction can be sanething of 
an ego trip. But for the others 
the experience can be deeply 
damaging psychologically. 

The question being asked arourrl 
campus these few weeks is "Does 
the end really justify the 
means?" 
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Dynamic Decept-ion 
by -Mar tin Feinstein . 

The first question to ask of the 
principles of 'dynamic patriot­
ism' is wether a rrovanent engi­
neered by three SRC manbers 
(with another contacted for 'cx:m 

ment' ) at two campuses, has the 
right to be called a "dramatic 
new IIDve in South African stud­
ent politics". 

And when one of than is Chairman 
of the MJderate Thinkers Associa· 
tion (if ever there was an ambi­
guity and contradiction in terms 
at Maritzburg? 

These principles probably do re­
flect the views of the majority 
of white students and consequen­
tly they are little more than -
idealistic political rhetoric, 
placing the erphasis of urgent 
change on an undefined future 
society and superficial reforms 
while ignoring the basic causes 
of injustices in this country. 

I 

Ironically, the "dynamic patri­
ots'" second principle says 
that the pressing problems of 
our country are considered to be 
primarily of a social and econo­
mic nature. Its priginators are 
IIDre than correct, but they then 
go on to reaffirm their support 
for precisely those social and 
econanic characteristics in 
South Africa which dwell in the 
causal cesspool of inequality 
and oppression. 

A Military Future 
by Dave Colman 

In Gennany the much maligned · 
Baader-Meinhof group has Ccmn­
itted itself to a programme of 
creating an awareness amongst 
the people of the powers that 
rule their lives. -The Gennan 
State and its people, they 
contend , are under the oppressi­
on of Arrerican Imperialism. 
Gennany is used econimically 
cultnrally and militarily as 

a base against the Communist 
w:>rld. _ 

Dl the South African Parliamnet 
last week Mr. Pik Botha, the 
Foreign Minister sais he fore­
saw an ultimately bright future 
for South Africans. He had 
just told the House that he 
felt it unlikely that an inter­
nationally acceptable solution 
\\Ould be reached in South 
West Africa.He said sanctions 
would possibly follow. 

BUt I he added, things \\OUld get 
better after they had got worse~ 

'' EventuaUy after aU these 
tremendous problems and diff­
aulties , I foresee a beautiful 
futur e for us in which, through 
our t eahniaal know l edge and eao­
nomia strength, we will together 
form a bastion against Russian 
aggression. " · 

On the same day The South 
African Amendment Bill was 
published. The bill af-P8arS to 
make it aliiDst c ompuls ary for 
foreigners under 2 5 who have 
lived in the country f or two 
years afte r being granted perma­
nent residence, to take out 
South African citizenship if 
they wish to remain. 

/ro-e_ to -.s~. 

"-~ \ \ (~ 

The principles unde~e their 
validity when they say that "a 
system of free enterprise , de­
void of any r estrictions upon a 
mans right t o sell his labour 
f or the highest available bid, 
is accepted as being the only 
s uitable economic system f or 
Soutl:l Africa" in the same breath 
of golfball t ypef ace as the 
c laim that "universa l adult suf­
frage is regarded a s offering no 
r eal solution t o the pressing 
1Jroblerns of our country" . 

This essentia lly means that whilt 
r e ligi ons, cultures and colours 
may mix, \\Orkers will remain \\Or· 
kers and privileged students wil: 
remain privileged students. Hav­
ing cla imed that the campetative 
market economy is best suited to 
South Africa, the "dynamic pat­
riots" then -say that the black 
majority who comprise that econo-
mY's main labqur force should not 
have the constitutional means to 
regulate and change that system 
according to their collective 
interests - a static rather than 
dynamic political argument. 

Dynamic patriotism rejects dis­
crimination in all its forms. 
Fair · enough, but the National 
Party government has sha,.m us 
just how easy it is to move away 
from discrimination without real~ 
ly doing so at all. 

FurtheriiDre, when "dynamic nat­
riot" Sue Li~rth, Deputy Pres­
ident of Rhodes SRC, was asked 
wether anything concrete would 
be developed from the - principl es, 
she replied that they would only 
serve as a basis for a moral 
guideline in her personal life. 
No attempt will be made to real­
ise these principles either 
through Nusas or through another 
national student organisation. 

It lowers the basic period for 
naturalization from five years 
and contains a provision which 
could cancel an alien's resid­
ence penmit already issued to 
him if he signs a declaration 
that he does not wish to becane 
a South African citizen. 

Minors are given three months 
after reaching 21 to -decide if 
they wish to take out citizen-

_ ship, if a declaration to the 
contrary was signed earlier on 
their behalf. 

Chief opposition spokesman for 
the Interior , Nr Dave Dalling 
says the changes are a.irred at 
bringing IIDre white foreigners 
into the anced forces. How much 
longer can we, white. South 
African- youth, remain mute 

.about this military future that 
is being planned for us? 
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some Dreamers of· the 
White Rhodesians are the most · 
threatened tribe in Africa, but 
their resilience grows as the . 
war escalates. Rhodeo Editor 
Bonny Schonakker who visited , 
the country during .the summer 
vaca~ion, reports on the tragedy 
of Z Wtbabwe 's colonial hangover. 

Imagine - dream! - if, after the 
Boer War, Afrikaners instead of 
our not-so-whitS brothers had 
been sent out to isolated hare­
lands, . leaving only .English-spea­
king, PFPi-voting, WW -iii-fighting, 
tea-drinkihg, bc:Mls-playing, God­
fearing ...fui te South Africans to 
run the show. You. now have a 
good idfaa of white Rhodesia. 

7' 

White Rhodesians are a harog~ 
oous collection of dreamers 
of the colonial . dream · 
- refugees fran in­
depei1dent African 
states, descendants . 
of British South 
AfriCa Canpany em­
ployee;; , . darobbed 
WW II . soldiers, South 
African fanners disill­
usioned with Afrikanerdan 
and young British anigrants 
disillusioned with the bleedin' 
shambles back hane. 

'!he tragedy of the Rhodesian war 
is the white Rhodesians• · inabili 
ty to understand 'VIDO they're · 
fighting and why blacks are tak­
ing up arms against than. They 
will tell you the war is a plot of 
ccmnunist inperialism, and m 
the s·arre breath order the munt 
(or ho.ut or coon) 'to bring nore 
tea and has he cleaned the 
upstairs dressing-roan windows 
yet? The guerillas (as white 
Rhodesians see them) are not 
black men fighting against raci­
al oppression, but the succubi of 
sOire dark and evil fqrce cc:mni t-

. ted to the destruction of humani- . 
ty. The well-publicized atroci­
ties are not the actiOns of bad­
ly disciplined troops, but part 
of a maSter strategy to over­
whelm the forces of kindness. 

The tragedy is intensified even 
further by the d:!ep cc:mnitment of 
white Rhodesians in the war. It 
is difficult to answer the ques­
tion: "Now what do you think of 
the situatiQ!l here?" when it is ' 

·posed by your hostess whose lover 
is fighting in the bush and whose 
uncle and aunt were killed in an 
anbush. · 

What do, you say? All white Rhod..;. 
epians haVe had friends, if not 
relatives killed or rnairred ill the 
war. 

The WCir psychosis is very mtldl 
in ~dence, and how can it pos­
sibly not be. Valentines day is 
~sed t-v.o , weeks in adVance, 
to make sure yciu don ' t forget 

·' your 1::xJy in the bush (1)-0t your 
1::xJy on· the border anynore - the 
war has m:>ved in closer) • Tough 

no-nonsense soldiers-warn TV­
viewers not .to talk about war 

. ~ret~ - terrs are watching, 
hstenmg: the sinister fifth 
c:>l:mn is · always wait111g with 
s~ster patience. Fifty-year 
old businessmen, executives and 
o~r well-to-doers patrol plush 
Sal,~sbury suburbs in ridiculously 
conical purple-blue Police ~ 
serve unifonns. Housewives in 
downtown Salisbury open their 
handbags' with a patriotic ·flour-

' ish for banb inspection. Locally 
made toys are painted in the 
camouflage colors of military ve­
hicles. 

The tools of war are painfully 
obvious . , The first thing ~tri- · 
king the all-too seldom ,visitor 
to Rhoqesia is the number of 
·-wei;lpOilS. Guns, anroured cars 
and machine-gun -enplacements are 
dotted along m:>st rural roads. 

· Private m:>tor cars are herded in· 
convoys on the ·country's main 
roads, and no-one with any sense 
travels on a country road after 
2pn. (Qlerillas strike in the · 
late afternoon with the darkness 
close enough for a getaway.) 

The ever-present tllreat of land­
~es has transfonred vehicles 
mto · ~clmologieal nutants, cos­
:UJTe p~eces of the black CCI!Edy. 
Jolkswagen-engined vehicles re­
semble cartKJUflage beer barrels 
Land-Ibvers seem to ride on ' 
<:::rutches. 

Colonial Dream 

Ian Snit.h has told his people 
that Rhodesia's segurity forces 
are the toughest in the -v.orld, 
but he has also told them that 
SCIIE 200 J?eople are killed or · 
-v.ounded each week - m:>St of them · 
rural blacks . . Sadly enough, 
the white Rhodesian m:>rale will 
prevail as lcmg as m:>re of Them 
are killed than Us. 

' I 
And not only have the anned ser-
vices kept the Rhodeisans going 
'in the face of impossible odds' 
- so too the 'V.'aY in which their 
ecoi10Il!f is run. D:spite trade 
sanctions, Rhodesians ·have 

been able to earn foreign 
currency with td:>acco and 
chr<:1re exports. An . \IDSCrup-

ulous middle-man· in Greece or 
Jahannesbuigtakes his cut, 
of course . Rhodesia is also 
able to manufacture previalSly 
imported items - fran electro­
nic equiprent to whiskey. 
This low level of inpoi:ts· has 
~ept their inflation fi~s 
:ia.vn to the -v.orld' s bottan rung 
If the econaey has managed to 
to survive des' ite sanctions, 
imagine what will happen if . a 
pettlarent is reached. 
Rhodesia,eVen with it's war, 
has a nore pranising future 
politically than an~ 
South Africa can ever hope fo!' 
and Rhodesians· realise this. 

·' ' 

" If I ever have to leave here" . 
an ex-fanrer fran Centenary 

• 
told ne, 11 I'd never return to 
South Africa - they're just· a 

·few years behind us. 11 

Maybe -we are, but the ccmnit- , 
I!El'lt to seperate develOJ;Jilent 
of white South Africa is far 

nore stubborn. CX1r manner of 
racial regulation is far less 
subtle than Rhodesia's. Apart­
hei~ doesn't sli t;her into parks 
mov~es and schools the wey it 
does here - ·the Rhodesians' wey 
was designed to keep the power· 
out of the hands of the black 
rna,n ,not avoid the embarassment 
o,f having to sit next to him. 

Even talti.ng the open ended 'war 
into consideration , Rhodesia 
is a far m:>re livable ·place for 
offended English libel:al ~ 
iences. 

Robe.rts 

·Resigns 
Ian Robe~, soc Projects 
Councillor has resicjned fran 
the Council due to ccmnit­
ments regarding a film pro­
ject he will be doing this 
year. 

lbberts, a third year Drama 
student did not want to 
discl95e any details aoout 
this, but said that he had 
n.>cei ved assurance of fin­
ancial aid during the last 
vac. 

The film project is direct­
ly related to his studies 
and will therefore take 
preference over the SOC, 
he said. 

A.N.WHITE 
FOR 

TEL 2836 

25 •27 Hill St. 



It was a godsend for bland, so~ 
iety magazines like Scope and 
Darling; here were these sc:ruffy, 
SDOt-nOSed 1 spikey lOUtS appear­
ing on British television and 
using (gasp) four letter words!. 
These same glossy periodicals 
that regular 1 y trot out the whole 
nauseating Hollywood scam and the 
excessive indulgences of aging 
superstars without· so much as a 
hint of disappproval, nON vented 
the awesome might ,of their self­
righteous horror at this new na~ 
dir in the decadence of rc'P youtl:i 
in Britain. 

While the infanous Sex Pistols -
Grundy interview in early '77. 
had the effect of bringing the 
whole punk rock movement into the 
li.rrelight (and thus to the atten­
tion of rock and roll lovers like 
myself), the general reactirn .ot' 

· the mass media was the shock/hor­
ror/atrocity/etc type of hack 
sensationalist journalism. Typi­
cal are the articles that appear­
ed in Scope last year: indigriant 
reporter visits. London's King's 
Road (frequented 'roainl y by empty 
headed poseurs whose safety pins, 
chai..ls and ripped tee-shirts had 
as much to do with the original 
spirit of the new wave as Frank 
Sinatra), sees these bizarrely 
dressed kids acting in a delin­
quent fashion, and then on the 

· basis of this evidence condanns 
the whole punk rock scene, foam­
ing at the mouth with rroral in­
dignation. 

The point of all this, just in 
case you were v.Dndering, is that 
the average music listening South 
African youth has a totally erro­
neous conception of what punk 
rock is all about. The sad thing 
is that a lot of people are mis­
sing out on same of the most vi..: 
tal, exciting music to emerge· 
fran the ' 70s. 

The first half of the decade was 
a depressing period for rock. ·It 
seaneid tli.at what · in the ' 50s had 
been a vital new music born out 
of the frustrations and boredcrn 
of Arrerican teenagers was roN 

reaching the end of its lifespan. 
There was a dearth of genuinely 
fresh ideas, while trends such as 

glam-ropk proven to be disappoin.:...rr­
tingly empty. It was also the 
apparent capitulation to the es­
tablishment by groups such as the 
Stones and the Who, and so-called 
v.Drking-class singers such as Rod 
Stewart. This, canbined with the 
lethargic scene pervading the 
rock wo:tld in general, sparked 
off what became knawn as the New 
Wave. 

Suddenly a new generation of 
groups fomed by kids hot out ·of 
the streets, burning with frust­
ration and boredcrn and seething 
with discontent, were playing 
loud, energetic live rock' n' roll 
straight fran the heart. So 
what if the music was raw and , 

1 
crude - you Could dance to it and 
whoever heard of pogoing to Gene­
sis. 

It was inevitable of course, that 
sooner or later the big record 
panpany moguls v.Duld nove in once 
punk was commercially viable. 
This led to the outgrc:Mth of id­
entikit punk bands, and even bef­
ore the end of 1977,. the whole 
movement was on the decline. . ' 

However, the music of the truly 
gifted bands will continue to 
survive, transcending labels such 
as 'punk' and 'new wave' . · 

The aim of all this is hardly to 
give a detailed analysis of the 
rise {and :fal:l?) of punk rock, 

·or eVen to give a comprehensive 
survey of essential listening · 
(that appears here), but to 
indicate that if you accept the 
establishment media 's descrip-

. tion of punk rockers as ridic­
ulousl y garbed rrorons who can't 
play their instruments, then 
you'remissingout on ·sane of 
the hottest rock and roll to 
be out on viny 1 for a long time 

I am an antiohrist 
r am an anarchist 
Don 1t know what I want 
But I know how to get it 
r wanna destroy 
Bu~t and break it · 
- Sex PiStols 

It's only the fucking wealthy 
that tend to be good looking 
- Stranglers· 

J esus died fo r somebody' s sins 
But not mine 
Plot of thieves 
Wild card up my sleeve 

Shick hear.t of stone 
My sins my own 
T hey be long to me 
-Patti Snith 

I 1m a street walking cheetah 
With a hype full of napalm 
I 'm a runawy sun 
Of the nuo~ear A-bomb 
I am the world 1s forgotten boy 
r he one who searches and destroys 
·- Iggy Pop 

NJw I wanna be a good boy 
I don't wanna be bad • 
. NJw I wanna run a'WO.y from home 
NJli) I wanna be on mu own 

Ramones 

RECOMMENDED . 
PUNK DISKS 

Sex Pistols: Nwer Mind the Bol-
. looks, Here 's the Sex Pistols . 
Iggy and the' Stooges.: Raw Power. 
Patti Snith Bard: Radio Ethiopia. 
Various Artists: Live at CBGBs . 
Television: Marquee Moon. 
Ramones: The Ramones Leave Home . 
Stranglers: Rattus· N:Jrvegious . 
Mink de Ville: Mink de Ville . 
Graham Parker: Stick to Me . 
Elvis Costello: My Aim is True 

THE GREATEST? 
The sex Pistols: Nev er 1:4 ind t he . 
Bollooks, Her e 's the Sex Pistols. 

I like this record because it's 
loud, fast and is one of the 
most glorious collections of 
rock that has ever been produced, 
There are absolutely no conces­
sions made to good taste (those 
pampered sensibilities of the 
bourgeoisie) for once, thank Cod. 

Fuok thi{:J and fuok thai 
Fuok it all the fuoker's fucking 
brat -
She don ' t want a baby that looks 
like that 
I don ' t want a baby that looks 
tike that 
yells Johnny Botten fearlessly 
(in Bodies ) and I kinda like that 
I mean, I want to knCM about the 
dark side of life, and I ·want thE 
occasional four letter v.Drd on 
the records I . listeri to 'cos I 
use them and so does eve+-yone I 
know and everyrne everyone else 
knows, and I don't want to lose 
touch with reality. 

\' . 

. In fact everything on Bollooks 
is aimed ?-t c;t a;rnplacent society 
lost in its futile dream world. · 
Why has it taken England so long 
to produce a song like God Save 
the Queen? The fact that these 
are widespread senti.rrents is de­
rronstrated by the SOngS topping 
the British charts while being 
sbnultaneausly banned on radio, 
TV and in rrost department stores. 
It just takes saneone with guts 
to say it, that's all. 

That's probably the th:i:ng that 
the elders fear rrost about the 
Sex Pistols - they invite us to 
identify with them and thousands 
perhaps millions, of bored, frus· 
trated ·young people have unflin­
chingly dane so. It's chilling 
I suppose to hear a nineteen 
year <:_ld brat singing: 

~ -' _. --
God save the queen . 
She ain't no human being 
~nd there 1s no future 
In t:ngland 1 s dreaming 
N:J future, no future, no future 
For you· 

or: 

We 'r.e so pretty . 
Oh so pretty 
Vacant · 
And we don 1t care 

especially when you realize these · 
are currently the nation's rrost 
popular scngs. It's all very well 

· to talk about the lyrics like . 
this, but they have t:O 

1
ho:.ve thosE 

~h, chunkyl catch¥ rock riffs 
behind than to be best appreciat­
ed. There's no WayS you can sit. 
still to then then. ' 

. According to reports the Sex Pis­
tols have nCM bJ:oken up arrl . per­
haps it's best that way; there's 
no way that they could have pos­
sibly produced another master-' 
piece like this. Per:haps Johnny 
Rotten will eventually go_on to 
die a penniless alcoholic in the 
Great Aitists Tradition and Never 
Mind the Eo Uoaks. wlll bec:ate the 
all t:Ure classic rock record, 
while professors of English and . 
Linguistics wrestle with sane of 
the gems like: 

I is the en-e-my 
I is d.n-ar-o by 

The Sex Pistols will be rananber­
ed because for a relatively soort 
ti.rre they were the greatest, and 
no matter what's been said about 
them, they could handle those 
instruments. They just take a 
bit of getting used to ... still. 

by Tony Wood. 
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Die Sestigers and after 
Andre P. Brink~ associate profes­
sor of Afrikaans-Nederlands at , 
Rhodes~ and a prominent member of 
Die Sestiriers movement himself~ 
examines the movement and its 
afte~effects on Afrikaans liter-
ature. · 

In sore IIDdern literatures, Af-
1 rikaans arrong than, it has be­
a::me fashionable to identify new 
generations with the advent of ,. 
new decades. And since the star· 
tling inl;>act of _the Dertigers 
(the generation of Van Wyk Louw, . 

W E G wuw, Elisabeth Eybers, 
Uys Krige etc) this approach has 
had a certain relevance, since a 
new major poet seared to cx:ma to 
the fore in the course of each 
new decade - Oppennan in the 
Forties, Blum in the Fifties. 
But these successive literary 
generations all made their con­
tributions to poetry, while fic­
tion and drama tended to lag be­
hini. Which accounts, to sane 
extent, for the explosion creat.:.. 
ed by the Sestigers. If the 'WOrk 
of the Dertigers could be interp­
reted ·as the deoolonisaticn of 
Afrikaans p::>etry, the Sestigers 
marked the anancipation of Afrik­
aans (and, in a way, South Afri­
can) fiction. 

Newness easily loses its shine. 
What appeared so startling in the 
early Sixties has taken on a more 
rnurrlane appearance as we approact 
the end of the Seventies. And 
so, to fully appreciate the im-

-pact of the Sestigers (a group 
of young and lXlt.,.so-young writer:: 
with rather riore startling dif­
ferences than similarities bet­
ween than, and identified as a 
group only because they all made 
ltheir appearance roughly at the 
saroo time and directed their 
creative talents tcMards ' roughly 
the saroo goals) one has to judge 
than against the background of 
the state of Afrikaans fiction 
at the time. 

Smug Localism 
Especially since the Second 
~rld War there had been a num­
ber of ambitious attempts to 
update Afrikaans ficrion, natab-
1 y by shifting tha scene from 
the platteland to the city; and 
the philosophy from a traditional 
moralisn tcwards a more existen­
tialist one. But narrative 
te~ques had remained largely _ 
untouched by the large corrents 
of qur age (Joyce, Proust, Svevo, 
Kafka and their heirs); and ess­
entially there was still a dis­
turbing casualness daninating 
all too many Afrikaans novels of 
the Forties and Fifties. Most 
fiction could be reduced to what 
VanWyk wuw terrrro the tradit­
ion of smug, realistic localisn. 

What hafpened in the sixties 
was a a::rnplete shift in emphasis: 
fran the local South African 
experience to the broader Euro­
pean (most of the Sestigers had 
spent $orter or l ongei;_FJeriods 

Etieme Leroux 

abroad, esPecially in Paris; 
ranging from a few months to the 
long self-impqsed exile of 
Breyton Breytenbach) ; from the 
traditionalist to the daring and 
the experim:mtal. Joyce and 

' Kafka became the spiritual nath­
ers of the movement - with a host 
of other influences, ranging from 
Faulkner to Beckett, from Durrell 
to Waugh, from Dostoyevsky to 
Durrenmatt, thrown in. 

Afrikaans. readers of fiction, 
satisfied until then with escap­
ist or undemanding prose and 
predictable plots, were suddenly 
startled out of their a::rnplac- ' 
ency by narrative forms exacting 
the highest demands fran the 
reader. But. most of the furore 

' at the tine was caused by the 
challenges, whether oblique or 
direct, ironical or aggressive, 
the new wave of fiction posed · 
to the kraal of sacred cattle in 

- the Afrikaner's midst. This 
applied most especially to 
moral arid religious taboos, and 
many of the older generation -
especially academicians and dan­
inees, with a host of housewives 
in their wake - felt the solidity 
of the Afrikaner monolith threat­
enw by ilie "pennissivity" of 
thi!? new wave. If many younger 
works still had a pr oufoundly 
religious tone, it was totally 
divorced from the traditional 
Protestant or Puritan ethic 

of Calvinism: it tended ITnlCh 
mare profoundly towards IT¥Sti­
Clsm,notably Buddhism. Nation­
alisn as such was challenged 
by the new voices insisting on 
the experience of the individ­
ua l as a unique creature rather 
than as a member of a group. 

Abraham de Vries 

And, of course, sexual mores< 
were attacked more consistently 
and ll'bre persistently than any 
other - becaus~ sex came to be 
experienced as a totally en­
gulfing discovery of the self, 
the other, or the 'WOrld. 

Sane of the heated controver­
sies of the time make incred-

. ible reading today. The sexual 
revolution in literature - it 
really turned out to be as imp-

. ortant as that - was branded 
as " Conmunist Infiltration". 
Sadly enough, the rather vocif-· 
erous chorus did nbt stop to 
think that, in COllf!liJ.l1iSt 
countries , the same phenorrelXln 
was treated as "Western ·Deca­
dence ! " 

But behind the idiocies and 
idiosyncracies of many of these 
attacks lurked a very real, and 

. true, awareness of the fact that 
by challenging traditional moral 

and religious values these 
younger writers ~re also under-

_ntLning the political solidarity 
of the Afrikaner. · It was, in 
fact, the advent of the Sesti­
gers which led Dr. Willan de 
Klerk to coin the 'WOrd,s "verlig" 
and "verkrarrp" v.hich still dcro­
inate the political scene. 

Writing: 
a Public Issue 

This is indicative of a central 
issue , in the phenamenorn of the 
sestigers :however !TnlCh their 
novels and short stories were 

ronceived as serious literary 
undertakings; theii presc.ence 
excited an intense public . 
debate. Never before in South 
Africa had literature~ and 
writers, been such a public 
issue. Any Afrikaner in the 
street, v.hether he'd read any 
of the 'WOrKs in question or not, 
had an opinion on these writers 
and their books. .Much more 
than purveyors of fiction, they 
became symbolic of a revolt of 
ilie younger generation on a very 
wide front. 

The next step was almost inevit~ 
able. Towards the end of the 
decade, in 1968 to be exact, an 
intense private debate was waged 
among the Sestigers and soon 
erupted into the open with the 
advent of the small and shbrt­
lived iiterary magazine Kol . 
Soma of us - Breyten Breytenbach 
, Jan Rabie, Adam &!\all and IT¥­
self; also, to a degree ,Abraham 
de Vries - began to have serious 
doubts about Sestiger literature 

. degenerating into an ivo:ry 
tower form of esoteric experime­
ntation aimad at a very limited 
intellectual readership ( the 
same Phenomenon evident in sev~ 
eral literatures from behind the 
Iron curtain) . we felt that, 
writing in South Africa. we 
could not shirk a specific -soc­
ial responsibili!:Y and that 
the sociopolitiocal scene should 
be integrated into v.hatever we 
were Writing. 

of ·course, this did not rrean that 
writing had to degenerate into 
a propaganda medium, addressing 
itself to the masses; we were 
in fact, wary of the extremes 
of an all too facile " litter­
ature engagee". At the same 
tine it seemed to us foolhardy 
to produce literature in a vac­
uum, pretending that the socio­
political ' world surrounding us 
did not exist. So, rather than 
"Cbwngrading" literature to the 
level of practical politics, we 
wanted to "upgrade" t:Re politic­
al experience into a dimension 

.of valid literature. It rreant 
exploring the sociopolitical 
experience into a dimension of 
valid literature. It meant 
exploring the sociopoliticla ex­
nerience in order to _discover 
those "universal" or "eternal" 
values in it which could, in our 
novels , outlive the 'actual hist­
orical situation. 
:sut there were other Sestigers -
Cb.ris Barnard, Bartha Smit, Ett­
ien Le Roux - v.ho felt that the 
dangers of literature. becoming 
a facile or shallow opportunist­
ic activity were too serious , 
and instead insisted on a more 
rarified fonn of art pour l 'art . 
For a brief pe:rriod this differe-

. nee of opinion caused a serious 
rift among the Sestigers. But 
it is interesting to note that 
all the members of the second 
group have, , in their most recent 
works , produced "canmitt~" 
literature in varying degrees : -
Chris Barnard in Op die pad na 
A.capulco,Bartho Smit in Bacchus 
i~ die Boland and Die keiser 

continued on page l3 
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The Pacifist Paradox 
Pacifism. That probably con­
jures up many different ass­
ociations for different people: 
The thirties for sorre; G3ndhi 
for many; the American sixties ' 
for m::>st. But today, in Africa 
that concept as doctrine for 
political action is impossible 
to take seriously. By now it 
is clear that the stuggle for 
liberation here will be as diff­
erent fran Gqndl:Ji' s struggle 
as the thud df boots fran tan­
tric mantras. Even so, various 
pacifipts have had same telling 
insights into processes of this 
sort that should make us all 
feel a little uneasy~ Here are 

I ' some·of the paradoxes inevit-
ably generated ,by the discuss­
ian,. as well as a tentative 
(very) resolution. 

To start with, the end-state 
envisaged or implied by most 
pacifist doctrines seems gen­
uinely desirable and in fact 
difficult to distinguish from 
~e envisaged Utopias of the 
most respectable revolutionary 
theories: The abolition of 
boundaries, states, classes, 
that all nen may live in an 
undivided way and not de.velop 
the terr;ible hang- ups of 
nationalism ownership, agg­
ression .and building societies. 

Over against ·this ~happy thought 
however, comes the admission 
that most pacifiSm is l::)y def­
inition antithetical to change. 
Of course there· are many forms 
of pacifism. Gandhi's ,- ·for 
example, becarre known as . 

• Upassive or non-violent. resis~­
··l ance, and ·<34d f iberate· t.o a ' 

certain e{ttent. · But fundamen- · 
. tally rrnst fonns of pacifism 

are based on more or less 
religious principles, includ­
ing the ones of nonTassertion, 
non-contention add the ill- . 
egi timacy of . the. -taking of 
life under any circumstances. 
Those pacifis.ts whb ·adhere to 
the first two· are•, by their· 
awn assertion, happy to allow 
the universe t o work change 
on · them rather than~ vice-
versa. o 
Those who adhere! to the last 
one only; still maintaining 
the right to use non-violent 
force would seem to be helping 
change. But that would be 
dependent on the tenacity and 
violence with which those in 
power are prepared to hang on 
to it. And that is not a lit­
tle. 

Philosophy Honours student Dave ~olman provides an inciteful ·account 
of t he problems facing those who believe they can 'rebel against the 
system' without using violence . 

So, perhaps we are getting 
someplace: We decide on a 
social goal; we agree that 
pacifism is either counter­
productive to it or highly 
unlikely to attain it; we 
sanction whatever rreans will. 

No. I doubt that Y.e ' ve left 
the paradoxes behind. No 

,matter how clearly defined the 
social goal may seem. Suffice 
to say that' there were those 
who refUsed to take up arms 
against Hitler (sure ly a clear 
cut social goal if the r .e ever 
was one) . I l eave ·it to you 
whether their r e luctance was 
justified in view o.f what that 
all became. Ask what remains 
of Baader-Meinhof if it' s 
really ended yej:. , anyway . 

But l ets get onto another lit­
t l e paradox arising from this 
pacifist-activ~st dilE!TIT\a .. 
Insofar as the pacifist's 
position might be one of non­
assertion, many have seen its 
developnent as · one designed to 
e liminate the passionate and 
emotional in man. The l atter 
might be looked upon as the 
responses which are most 

• essentially human and make 
man the terrible but beautiful 
(or whatever!) creature. that 
he is. 

Fran therh he draws perhaps his 
I power to be I 1 and oertainl y 
cons iderations of this sort f orm. 

the basis of theories like Rollo 
May's or France Fanon's for 
individual liberation through 
violent expression. But again 
I contend that this is ]ust one 
side of another paradox. Peter 
Shaffer (of Equus fame) cam-

. I 

pletes the picture. The quote 
comes from the introductory 
notes to the play Shrivings . 

Over and over I re turned to the 
apparent t ruth that an abso lute 
non-agressive position seems 
unnatainable by ~an wit hout 
tangible loss of warmt h and 
cherishable humanity ----. 
(lvhat warm man will spare the 
Ruffian With Pistol threaten­
ing his beloved ?) ---- ~nd yet 
a re.lative , ' human ' attitude 
which permits retaliating under 
ext r eme provocat·ion, ine.gcape­
ably l Pads to horrors uninten­

ded and uninvtse.ged at the start 
oj" it : witness Hiroshima at the 
end of the second world war . 

Well, 'human warmth' is one of 
looking at man in passionate 
action. The , little bit about 
protecting 'his beloved' though? 
Virility hangup? Same have . 
even seen the who l e thing as an 
immature inability .to sit still 
for a mcment . Listen t o 
R.mdolph Bourne, writ ing ii1 

America just after their inter­
vention in the First vlorld 
Game : . 

War in the interests of Demo­
cracy : Th'is was almost the sum 
of their philosophy . The 
primitive 1:dea to which they 
regressed became almost insen­
sibly translated into' a craving 
for action. War was seen as 
the crowing r elief of their ' 
indecision. At the last action 
irresponsibility, the end of 
anxious and torturi ng attempts 
to reconcile ...... . 

Hesitations, ironies, con­
sciences, consideration ---- all 
were drowned in the elemental 
blare of doing something agg­
ressive,' colossal . 

. But in any case, you say, all 
we I V8 talked aooUt SQ far iS 
war.' What about . the other sorts 
of violence that are perpetrated 
dailY. against millions: 
Malnutrition- women sold as 
objeces, th~deseeration·f the 
old- Christian National 
Education? Yes, I agree, but 
in doing so. only oarqx:Jund the 
paradox. And I don't really . . 
have a solution just some 
· insights frtxn Aldous Huxley's 
last novel Island: 

Island is about the existence, 
thiough an unreal string of 

lucky historical accidents, of 
a Utopian state governed by 
enlightened love. The inhabit­
ants of the island Pala live 
a self-sufficient, communal 
agricultural life and _thrive 
on a mystic world-view (which 

· stresses the falsity of m::>no-
thei~) , sex and amazingly 

advanced psycho-medicine. into 
their lives comes. journalist 
I'Vill Farnaby, an individual 
split straight down the middle 
and thoroughly tatnted by 
Western Capitalist values and 
life-style. Farnaby is cared 
for by· the islanders and begins 
to learn the incredible work­
ings of their serence camrunity. 
But •while he is doing tl).is he 
is also in the employ of- an 
oil magnate who has his eye 
on Pala's undeveloped natural 
oil resources.. So the sub-plot 
bea:.mes the slow but sure pre­
paration for a take-over headed 
by the colonel-dictator of a 
nearby mainland state. 

cont.i nued on page l3 
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·Die Sestigers and after cont. 
and especially Etienne Leroux , 
in Mqgersfontein, 0 Magersfon- f h· W . d 
tein. Fear o - t e . or 
New Dimensions 

This does not mean that · Afrikaan 
s literature has now been narr­
owed down to a single stream . . 
In fact, after· the -intense but · 
often ~aggerated and "speciali­
ased" experimentation of the 
Sestigers, the present <;lecadE;! 
has seen an ilar:ortant broadening 
of; the literary eXperience. The 
more recent v.orkS of fiction 1 

include everything fran .the 
most:. "private ache" to overt 
social and political oommittment 
frarr exquisitely pers9nal ex­
ploration to an aggressive 
literature of contestation. John · 
Miles and P. J. Haasbroek, arrong 
others have introduced the dim­
ension of Violence as part of 
the modern exper,ience; Anna I.ouw 
has burrowed into the tradition­
al novel of epic proportions~ 
the family saga, to produce. in 
Kroniek van Perdepoort, an un­
settling canment on the forces 
of eVil at work in society; 
Rennie Aucamp continues to dis­
til an extraordinary: vision of 
loneliness and the ache to 
corrmunicate ,. from the rrost ordi­
nary ~pisodes ... , 

-- In •rrost of the older COlll\tries 
1 

of Europe, and in the United · 
'states, literature, like, all 
the other arts, has becane 
accepted a's _part of culture 
generally, even as part of the 
bourgeois experience: there 
is nothing "funny" arout it, 
nothing to warrant particular 
attention. In a country 
where the writer. is free to 
say literally anything , most 
of what he says passes unn­
oticed for that very rea$Qn, 
because it lacks shock value, 
it lacks practical relevance. 
But in those other sbcieties 
of which SOuth Africa (and · 
especially Afrikaans society) 
is one, where a severely 
restricted sense of freed:Jm 
exists, the word is still 
regarded as rotentia lly dan­

gerous. The wri t:er still e.xcer- . 
cises sanething of the function 
o= a primitive shaman So 
attention - whether posit.ive 
or negative- is paid. to what 
he says. People may praise 
him, or crucify him: but . they 
do not ignore him;- And in such 
a· context a word becomes rrore 
than a "mere" word: ' it becomes 
an act in its own right. 

It may sean renarkable, espec­
ially to English speakers, that , 
so much attention Should be . 

. paid to writers and wr:j_t:i,ng in 
_....... , ,,_ 5ociety. Is it a part of 

~"~ the Afrikaners alleged-~e 1 

It Should be remembered that, 
until recently; the Afrikaner's 
politi~al struggle .was identi­
fied . alrrost absolutely with 

of self-impOrtance or part of 
his alleged inferiority compleX? 
"'he matter is rather more can-; 
plicated than that . The fact 
that the banning of Mager s­
font ein Should draw panner head­
lines for days on end, or that 
a}.rrr.)st any ·. carment by an Afrik­
aans writer can reach the .front 
page of a newspaper, is not-
or not merely - caused by the 
fact that Afrikaners wield the 
politic~ power in South Africa. 
Rather, it should be seen a~ 
part of a phenorrenon a l so WJ.tne 
ssed in Russia and in rrost. 

. countries of the Third · 
Worhl, of vtlich, ~ofcourse, 
South Afr±ca forms part. ' 

his language struggle his 
political leadbrs ~#ere also 
his literary leaders. And even 
though that situation has chan­
ged ( tharik God: can anyone 
imagine Vorster or Connie 
Mulder or Jimny Kruger as writer. 
s! ) the ITerrory is still very 
fresh. And so, whether the 
Afrikaans writer is praised, or, · 
as it happens rrore often, den­
igrated and insulted, he is 
stiil in the limelight. · His 
p?tential social influence is 
acknowl edged. And· what the 
Sestigers and their successors 
have done has ·been, essentially, 
to came to tenus with this ' 
potenti:al and to start using it. 

' 

The· Pacifist cant~ 
The ,.Balanese seem blissfully 
unaware of these machinations 
throtighout the novel. But this ·, 
is only ,appearence: At the end 
of the book Will has his first 
trip on Moksha-medicine, (a 
hallucinogen given to Palanese 
yout0s in a .ceremony initia ting 
them illto adolescence). He and 
Susila, his guide during the 
trip, ' wake up in the ll'Orning 
to the sound of gunfire . The 
takeover has begun for real and 
.people are being ·hauled off and 
Shot. But at this point we·- · 
learn that the Balancese have 
been as fully aware of their 
ilmlinent fate as anybody else, 
ThBy have simply not bothered , 
to do a thing about it. 

This· beautiful little ending·· 
says a number of things. , 

Firstly, that the innocent will 
be victims. 
Secondly , that a 'pacifist doc­
trine if practica~ly implement­
ed can y.ork only as a total 
and uhcClrq?romised thing. That 
.is, .had the Palanese decided to 
t ake cognisance of the agressor 
and make only one tiny counter- ' 
move, it v.ould have been the , 
end· of Pala. The people could 
only be what they were in 
virtue of the fact that they 
decided to get on with their 
living and what seemed impOrt­
ant to them regardle::;s of their . \ 
fate. ' 
Thirdly,· rrost iripo~antl y and 
again perhaps paradoxically , 
doesn ' t this ending try t o 
suggest that the rea l pacifists 
(whoever they may be) are the 
only- ones who. >yill be r eady 
when whatever happens does? 

13 
The editors of Rhodeo have given members of t he 8CA space in t he editor­
.ial co lumns to expres{] the message the SCA feels everyone should a't 
least consider. Itwould be i ncorrect to assume that opinions expressed 
in, these columns are necessarily those of the editors. · 

·cHRISTIAN VIEWPOJNT 
" Christianity is either every­
t hing for mankind, or nothing. 
It is either the . highest cert­
ainty or the greates't delusion. 
... But if Christianity be every · 
thi ng for mankind, ·it is impor­
tant for every man tb be able 
to give a good reason for the 
hope that is in him in regard 
to the ete{nal verities of the 
Christian faith. To accept 
these verities in an unthink-' ' ing way, or not ot receive 
th~ simply on authority, i s 
not enough ·for an intelligent 
and stsble faith." 

In these articles we presupbose 
an intellectual integrity in 
our readers. In m:iking a def­
ence for Christianity we will 
present evidence that demands 
a verdict. We will be pointing 
out the flaws in. a non~Chris­
tian position and presenting 
facts and argurrents which tell 
in the favour of the Christian 
position. 

Christianity appeals to history 
the facts of ·history, ...tlich 
P. Carnegie Simpson (The Fact 
of Christ) calls " the rrost 
patent and acqessible of data. " 
Christianity is based on -indis­
putable facts ( we do not say 
that Christianity is the in­
msputable interpretation of. 
these facts.). These facts 
backing the Christian claim are · 
not a special kind of religiow: 

· fact. _They are the cognati ve 
, info:rmation81 facts JJIX)n whi­
ch all ,historical, legal and 
ordinary decisions are based. 

One of the purposes of these 
articles is to presenb sore 
of these "iridisputable" facts 

and to inquire whether the 
Christian .interpretation of 
these facts is not by far the 
most logical. The objective 
of apologetics is not to witt­
ingly convince a man, contr­
ary to his will, to becarre a 
Christian. · 

The rejection of ' christ c ·a . 
fact of history cognizable 
as any other)is usually not so 
riuch of' the 'mind 1 but of the 

pe
1 will'.whWe greatly respect a 

son o has t~ time to 

investigate the claims of 
· Christ and Concluded, he just 
can't beleive. ,We have a rap­
port with a person who knows 
why he cbesn' t believe (fact­
ually and historicallly). This 
gives us a cornron ground 
(t.hiough different ~ncl)lsions.) 

A graduate student at a New 
England university said that he 
could not accept Christianity 
because he had intell~ctual 
proqlems with the resqrrection 
of Christ. When asked by a 
Christian: " . If I prove to 
you beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that Christ was raised fran . 
the dead and is the Son of G:x'i, 
will you consider Him?" The 
emphatic and immediate reply 
was "No~". 

Even Aldous Huxley, hailed as a 
great'intllect and an athiest 
admits his own biases when he 
says:. 
11 I had m;:>ti ves for not wanting 
'the world to have a meaning, 
conSElqllently assumed that it 
'had none, and was able wit:.hwt 
any difficult to find satf s­
fying reasons . £or this as~.i. 
tion. The philosopher who 
finds no menaing in the v.orld 
is not concerned exclusivel:r · 
with_ a problem in pure meta­
phfsics ,_ he is also concerned- tc-_ 

-prove that -the:r;:-e Ts-oo~ valid 
reason why he personally should 
not do as he wants to do, or 
why his friends s~auld not 

- se-rxe political po'Wer and gov-'­
ern in the way that they find 
most advantageous t o .themselves 
.... For myself, the philosophy 
of meaninlessness was essentia­
lly an inst:rurrent of liberation, 
sexual and p;>li tical. 11 

John 7:17 assures that: 
" If any man is willing to do , 
His · ( God"s) will, he Shall ) 
know of the teaching whether 
it is of God, or whether I 
speak_ from Myself ( Jesus) ". 

If any person comes to the 
claims ,of Christ wanting tO 
know if they are true, he will 
know, and know he ·knows. But 
one cannot oome unwillingly to 
accep~ and expect t o find. 

CHAPLIN MOVIES 
A ~lie chaplin film festival 
is on the Filmsoc agenda for 
the middle of March. . · 

In 1977 the soeiety _screened 
a Humphrey Bogart Festival, as 
well as Chaplin 1 s film "M::xlern 
Times", so this year's tribute . 
should be highly successful. 
Screenings were planned -before 

\Chaplin's Christmas death. ill 
19.77 so theoretically Rh<;:des 
students are not being · subjected 
to a sordid revival feature. · 

rhe following films will be 
screened : 

title suggests, the comedian 
plays a prospector, suffering. 
hard times. · 
The Great Dictator (Sunday 19/3) 
a satire 9n Hitler specifically 
and on dictatorships in general. 
It ·was Chaplin' s fiJ::st. sound 
movie. 
The Ci rcus (Thursday 23/ 3) , 
11-lhich was Chaplin's l .ast movie 
before he turned t o sound. He 
plaus a circus wor ker turned 

. clown. 

,·Chaplin directed and staired in 
all of · the · above movies. 

-- ~ -

The 'J old Ru13h (Thursday 19/3), 
Nhich WaS probably ·Chaplin' s 
mast popular rrovie. As the 

Fans of the world's comedian and 
admirers of good cinema should 
enjoy the f estival. 
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-ROWING 

Rob MorreU 
' 

The dull -weather in Grahamstown 
on Saturday 24th Feb changed in 
KCM'ie. Not only was

1 there a 
mateorologicalchange but there 
was :towing Y.hich contradicted 
the tone of the -weather further 
inland. 

Rhodes Rowing club had only been 
in practise for a -week, yet they 
entered a . full contingent in 
this the 90th Suntrail Regatta 
held at Ka.vie. The rest of 
the entrants had been in pract­
ise for much longer; this event 
being al:x:>ut halfway through the 
border ra.ving calendar. Lacking 
regatta pace therefore, it was 
not altogether sw:prising that 
Rhodes did not shape too -well. 

The first events -were heats in 
the senior B division. Rhodes 
A c:rew of Hutton (stroke) , -
Chenal y, Hobson and Bethell was 

· beaten by a length by the Lean­
der' s c:rew coxed by the 'ever­
green' Dave Urwin, but since 
their time was faster than t.hat 
of another c:rew, the ZOC entry, 
they gained a phce in the 
finals. • 

At 2pm the afternoon' s finals 
started. In the sculling events 
the much talked about dueL bet­
-ween.,.,Shaughan Cole and Des Beard 
'W'el1t to Leander's Beard Y.ho with 
a much lighter boat and far rrore . 
regatta experience this season 
beat Cole by l~ lengths. In the 
C division sculls, Rob Rikney of 
Rhodes rowed to victory. Rob 
Chenaly, and Paul Kayser, the 
other two Rhodes entries finish-:-: 
ed .third and fauth, with Paul 
conpleting the race despite 
having taken an unexpected swim 
300n fran the end. ' 

The Rhodes A c:rew then took the 
limelight racing twb very str$h­
uos lSCJ()n races in succession. 
In the first race., a B division 
race for which they haq quali­
fied earlier, they finished last 
yet ~ b.;ick in · the next race 
to Clinch second place. Great 
things may be expected of this 

You two can absaiZ. 
M.vd Vel-den and il. Hazell. 

crew after a little rrore pract­
ise: They pOssess a \\ealth of · 
experience, and their pa.ver in . 
the water Irust surely win them' 
an event before the end of the 
season. 

In the D division, Rhodes had 
two entries. Both being very 
inexperienced, they expectedly 
came last, but their perfonnance 
were creditable. 6 lengths sep­
erated the first and last crews 
and Y.hen one considers that rrost 
of these oarsrren only started 
this year, their respective per­
fonnances were good. The Crew 
stroked by Mager' ha\\ever' felt 
their effort to be superior as 
they battered the other Rhodes 
entry stroked by M:>rell by two 
lengths. 

In the final event, Rhodes got 
into ari eight and -were. beaten 
by the Leander crew convincingly. 
Rhodes do not have an eight, yet 
gamaly enter every such event 
even though they never get any 
J?ractise . · · 

So the ~owie regatta ended with 
a solitarY Rhodes victory; ' in 
tenn of success this · rnay round 
pOOr, but the regatta was 
enjoyed by all, and the exper­
ience rru;ty prove . to be invaluable 
as the season wears on. 

CLIMBING 

. BEGINNER'S · 

MEET 
The MOOllt:ain Club had its· 
beginner's meet on Saturday · 
morning at the Quarry. The 
maet kicked off with a daron­
stration by one of the rrore ex­
perirnced climbers an the , ba­
sic techniques; the use of feet, 
hands ,and senses in correct 
climbingr proceedure. 

Sane t'W'el1ty eager beings -were 
then let loose on the rock :t;ace 
to get the feel of the :roCk in 
their toe and finger tips. 

The group traversed for al:x:>ut 
t'W'el1ty metres along the face 
and all v.ent well - at an al­
titude of two metres. 
Derek du Plessis then demon­
strated the art of absailing, 
a maans by wbich one decends ·a 
rock face. Absailing and rock 
climbing looks a rather mun­
dane and easy pastime until you 
are the one involved. 

Three routes -were then set up 
on the face ranging fran an 
easy "D" climb to a rrore dif­
ficult "E3" . Having had scxre 
previous experience I tackled 
the latter route. 

The CnlX rrove was a tricky 
dVerhang Y.here I broke a car­
dinal rule. Having levered 
myself up into an akward posi­
tian, I had t.o qse my knees 
(sl1riek) in mantleshelving onto 
the ov~hanging ledge. 

Due .to the pOOr conditions of 
the quaD:y rock, finger holds 

· are rather tricky on this 
climb and dangerous amo~t of 
loose rock caused sare can­
cern among those still on the 
ground. 

One. beginner had to retreat 
off the face after having 
been psyched out· by the over­
hang rrove. This is .a sensatfor 
,difficult to describe, but 
terrifying in consequence. 
This I disrovered wbilst 
climbing a certain (}l.:iver face 
in the Magaliesbe:rg with the 
Wits M:>t1ntian club. 

On reaching the sumtli t, -we. all 
absailed down again ( 11.hy do 
you climb moun~ains?). One's 
own senses ·scream NO! Y.hen · first 
attarpting this move, as it 
throws one CCI!Pletley , off bal:­
ance. Only the fl;'ictian of the 
rope fed through a loop deviCe 
called a.1;1"eight" prevents one 
fran tumbling downwards. 

All was over by 12. 30 carplete 
with tense bodies and trembling 
musCles. AdrE;malin works · 
wonders for the rock climber. 

Rhodes eight at Zdst year's Suntr'aiZ Regatta 
/ 

' GROCOTT 81 SHERRY. PRINTERS- GR~HAMSTOWN 
. ' . 

CRICKET 
INTER HALL 

Folir inter-hall matches -were 
plated on Saturday. FoUnder 
vs. Drostdy; Oppies vs. &nuts; 
Oppies 'vs. Kimber },ey and Founder 
s vs. Snuts. 

The tirostdy players turned up 
for their match against Foonders . 
in a rolourful array of attire 
and on shaky sttl!lps. 

They managed a dismal 39 .all out 
against a solid 171 for 4 by 
Founders. Mike Hawthorne, for 

· Founders, hit a cx::mrendable 99 
not out and took 5 wickets. 
The Founders captain, Kim Goodso 
n rnade 41. 

The odds -were rruch the same 
and in Oppies favour in their 
match against Snuts. Snuts 
were 95 all out Y.hile q;>pies 
went on to make 99 for 1. 
M:>rton batted -well to make 55 
and Abraham 38. M:: Williams 
took 5 Snuts wickets for 12 and 
Fisher too~ 2 for 18. 

In the afternoon sessicn, Oppies 
played Kirnberely on King field 
and Founders played Slmlts en 
Prospect field. 

Kimberely took the field first 
and' managed 78 runs in their 
alloted 30 overs. Emslie for 
Oppies bowled 4 for 10. Oppies 
then -went on to pass_ Kiinberely' s 
score with two overs in hand. 
s:irrm)ns took the batting honours 
_for Oppies with 36 not out. 

\ 

The rrost .exciting rnatch of the 
. day was the Founders/Snuts 
battle on Prospect field ·in the 
afternoon. Founders notched up 
128 for 6 in their .30 overs ' 
with Young making 49 runs cnly 
to be run out. 

With only one over to go, Snuts 
Hall had 8 runs to -make to 
clinch the rnatch. They managed 

· to get only five runs Y.hen their 
9th wicket fell in the last ball 
of the rnatch leaving Founders 
the winners. 

·3rd TEAM 
The Rhodes 3rd team played the 
local Sale:n team an the main 
field last Saturday. 

Rhodes batted first scoring 
165 runs for three declared • 

. Mlnaar made 69 to be caught 
behind the wicket. 

Salem then -went in to bat . but 
only ~ged a pOOr ll3 for 10. 
Proeida, bowling for Rhodes, 
took. 2 wickets for 10 runs. 
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