
SPEECH DAYJ ST ALBAN'S COLLEGEJ PRETOPIAJ 30 NOVEMBER 1978 

MY LORD BISHOPJ HEADMASTER AND STAFFJ BOYS OF ST ALBAN'SJ LADIES 

AND GENTLEMENJ MY FIRST TASK IS TO EXPRESS MY PLEASURE AND 

APPRECIAflL1~ AT BEING INVITED TO ADDRESS YOU THIS MORNING, I 

AM PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO BE ON THIS PLATFORM IN THE DISTINGUISHED 

COMPANY OF BISHOP NuTTALL AND MR MURRAYJ BOTH OF WHOM ARE 

ILLUSTRIOUS PRODUCTS OF THE UNIVERSITY I REPRESENT, YouR 

HEADMASTER AND I WERE CONTEMPORARIESJ BUT HE WAS ALREADYJ AS THE 

AMERICANS WOULD SAYJ "A BIG MAN ON CAMPUS" WHEN I WAS A LOWLY 

lNKJ AS WE AREWONTTO REFER TO FRESHERS AT RHODES, MY AWE OF 

~IM INCREASED CONSIDERABLY WHEN l FOUND MYSELF IN NETS TRYING TO 

DECIPHER HIS VIRTUALLY UNFATHOMABLE LEG BREAKS AND GOOGLIES, 

SUCH AWEJ DERIVING FROM AN IMPRESSIONABLE AGEJ NEVER ENTIRELY 

:VAPORATESJ EVEN IN THE CASE OF A GUEST SPEAKER. 

ASSEMBLED AS WE ARE IN PRETORIAJ A CITY WHOSE NAME IS SYNONYMOUS 

WITH GOVERNMENTJ AND IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT DRAMATIC EVENTS AND 

OF AN ALMOST UNPRECEDENTED SPECIAL PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONJ OUR 

THOUGHTS GRAVITATE NATURALLY TO QUESTIONS OF POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

AND OF MORALITY. SOME ARRESTING VIEWS HAVE RECENTLY BEEN 

EXPRESSED AS JUSTIFICATION FOR UNUSUAL ACTS; THE MOST NOTEWORTHY 
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AND QUOTEWORTHY HAS BEEN "WHEN THE COUNTRY IS IN DANGER NO 

RULES APPLY", ALTHOUGH A DRAMATIC AND STARTLINGLY CANDID 

VIEWPOINT) AND ONE CALCULATED TO APPEAL TO ALL OUR SENTIMENTS 

OF AFFECTION FOR THE COUNTRY WHICH REARED US AND SUSTAINS US 1 

IT CAN HARDLY BE DUBBED ORIGINAL. THE GREAT AMERICAN ADMIRAL1 

STEPHEN DECATUR PUT IT RATHER ELEGANTLY OVER 150 YEARS AGO 

"OuR CouNTRY! IN HER INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS 1 MAY 

SHE ALWAYS BE IN THE RIGHTj BUT OUR COUNTRY) RIGHT OR WRONG," 

STARTING FROM SUCH A PREMISE THE DISCUSSION LEADS ON RAPIDLY 

TO QUESTIONS OF ENDS AND MEANS 1 AND AS TO WHETHER A LAUDABLE AND 

READILY ACCEPTABLE END CAN EVER JUSTIFY A QUESTIONABLE MEANS 

OF OBTAINING IT, To MY MIND IT IS POINTLESS TO DEBATE SUCH 

ISSUES WITHOUT SOME REFERENCE TO A FRAMEWORK OF VALUES, 

THIS IS NECESSARY IN THE FIRST PLACE BECAUSE A QUESTIONABLE 

MEANS CAN ONLY BE QUESTIONABLE IN TERMS OF SOME ACCEPTED SET 

OF VALUES, PRESUMABLY SUCH A SET OF VALUES IS ACCEPTED 

SUFFICIENTLY STRONGLY THAT IT IS NOT LIGHTLY ABANDONED, IN 

THIS CASE THE QUESTION OF THE END IN VIEW BECOMES A COMPOSITE 

ONE, OUR OBJECTIVE IS NO LONGER SIMPLY "How CAN I ACHIEVE 

THIS DESIRABLE END (SUCH AS PROTECTING MY COUNTRY)?" 1 BUT 
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RATHER "How CAN I ACHIEVE THE END AND RETAIN MY SET OF VALUES 

INTACT?" VIEWED IN THIS WAY IT FOLLOWS IMMEDIATELY BY DEFINITION 

THAT MEANS CONTRARY TO A CERTAIN SYSTEM OF VALUES CANNOT BE USED 

TO ACCOMPLISH THE ENDJ BECAUSE THE END IS A COMPOSITE ONEJ 

INCLUDING THE RETENTION OF THE VALUES, THE PRECEPT WITH WHICH 

WE ARE ALL FAMILIARJ THE "END CANNOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS" UNDER 

THIS ANALYSIS IS SIMPLY TRUE BY DEFINITION, 

IN REAL LIFE OF COURSE PEOPLE WILL ARGUE THAT THINGS ARE NEVER 

THAT SIMPLE, ONE COULD FOR EXAMPLE REDEFINE ONE'SVALUES AS 
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~NLY APPLYING IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCESJ AND THEN SAY THAT IN PURSUIT 

OF THIS PARTICULAR END THE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT NORMAL. THIS 

TYPE OF THINKING HAS AN ANCIENT LINEAGEJ BUT IT DOES PLACE US 

AT THE EDGE OF A VERY SLIPPERY SLOPE, THE ARGUMENT ONCE 

ALLOWEDJ IT IS FATALLY EASY FOR THE DEFINITION OF ABNORMAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES TO BECOME VERY ELASTIC INDEED, ONE OF THE OLDEST 

LEGAL MAXIMS IS THAT THE SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE IS THE SUPREME LAW. 

PEOPLE FEEL JUSTIFIED IN ADOPTING CLANDESTINEJ EVEN MURKY MEASURES 

IN FURTHERING THE INTERESTS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 

STARTING WITH WoRLD WAR II THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY 

HAS LEAD TO AN ENORMOUS EXPANSION OF UNDERCOVER ACTIVITIES, 
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THE NATURAL TENDENCY IS TO ASSUME THAT THE SPECIALISTS IN THIS 

FIELD ARE SUPERNATURALLY EFFICIENT AND THAT NO COUNTRY COULD 

SURVIVE WITHOUT AN ELABORATE APPARATUS OF THIS SORT. UNFORTUN­

ATELY THE VERY NECESSITY OF OPERATING OUT OF THE LIMELIGHT 

GUARANTEES THAT PROPER SUPERVISION IS WOEFULLY LACKING, HUMAN 

NATURE BEING WHAT IT IS~ SUCH A NATURAL HAVEN FOR HUCKSTERS~ 

ECCENTRICS AND THE PSYCHOLOGICALLY MISSHAPEN INEVITABLY ATTRACTS 

PEOPLE OF THIS ILK. NOVELISTS SUCH AS IAN FLEMING~ GRAHAM 

GREEN AND EVELYN WAUGH FOUND THEMSELVES WILLY-NILLY DRAWN INTO 

THIS TWILIGHT WORLD DURING THE COURSE OF THE SECOND V/ORLD VIAR. 

ANYONE WHO HAS READ NOVELS SUCH AS "THE QuiET AMERICAN"~ "OUR 

MAN IN HAVANA"OR "THE HoNORARY CONSUL" CANNOT FAIL TO SPECULATE 

WHETHER SUCH OPERATIONS ULTIMATELY DO MORE HARM THAN GOOD, HE 

WILL ALSO HAVE A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF DR JOHNSON 1 S FAMOUS 

REMARK "PATRIOTISM IS THE LAST REFUGE OF A SCOUNDREL", 

EVEN ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED AND CLASSIC SUCCESSES OF THIS 

MILIEU - THE CRACKING OF THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND's CODE DURING 

HoRLD HAR II - LEAD TO SUCH BIZARRE RESULTS THAT THE KNOWLEDGE 

THUS GAINED~ AND SUCCESSFULLY HIDDEN FROM THE GERMANS~ WAS 

CERTAINLY NOT AN UNMIXED BLESSING. IT LEAD TO THE DECISION~ 

FOR EXAMPLE~ NOT TO EVACUATE CoVENTRY~ EVEN THOUGH THE PLANNING 

OF THAT CALAMITOUS AIR RAID WAS KNOWN WELL IN ADVANCE~ BECAUSE 
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TO HAVE DONE SO WOULD HAVE REVEALED TO THE GERMANS THAT THEIR 

CODE WAS KNOWN. THERE WAS ALSO THE ABSURD SITUATION THAT THE 

WHOLE GERMAN SPY APPARATUS IN BRITAIN WAS EVENTUALLY SUPPLANTED 

BY BRITISH DOUBLE AGENTS PAID BY Ml 5. THESE DOUBLE AGENTS HAD 

TO FEED ENOUGH GENUINE INFORMATION TO THE GERMANS TO KEEP THEM 

FROM REALISING WHAT HAD HAPPENED! THE FECUND IMAGINATION OF 

G K CHESTERTON PRODUCED AN EXCITING NOVEL ON SUCH A THEME. 

PoLICE UNDERCOVER AGENTS SUCCESSFULLY PENETRATED A DANGEROUS 

ANARCHIST BAND OF PLOTTERS WHO USED THE DAYS OF THE WEEK AS 

CODE NAMES, So SUCCESSFUL WERE THE POLICE THAT EVERY MEMBER 

OF THE GANG WAS IN FACT A POLICE AGENT} EXCEPT "THE MAN WHO WAS 

THURSDAY". 

BY A NATURAL ANALOGY THIS POSTURE OF ACCEPTING UNORTHODOX 

ACTIVITIES TO PROTECT THE STATE CANJ AND READILY HAS BEENJ 

STRETCHED IN THE DEFENCE OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS THAT ARE CLOSE 

TO THE HEART, OUR LOYALTY TO OUR CHURCH} OUR ETHNIC GROUP} 

OUR FAMILY} OUR SCHOOL} OUR COMPANY MAY OFTEN TEMPT US INTO 

THE TACIT ASSUMPTION THAT CUTTING CORNERS IS NOT SO HEINOUS 

WHEN THEIR EXISTENCE} THEIR GOOD NAME OR THEIR WELFARE IS AT 

STAKE. THE TROUBLE IS THAT ONCE THIS TYPE OF THINKING IS 

NOT SERIOUSLY CHALLENGED IT IS NOT LONG BEFORE THE MERE COMFORT 

OF SUCH INSTITUTIONS IS SUFFICIENT INCENTIVE FOR US TO ACCEPT 
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THE BENDING OF THE RULESJ AND THEN ULTIMATELY OUR OWN COMFORT 

CAN BE SEEN AS JUSTIFYING UNCONVENTIONAL MORALITY, ONE IS 

REMINDED OF THE WELL KNOWN ANECDOTE OF THE POLITICIAN ADDRESSING 

AN ELECTION AUDIENCE : "LADIES AND GENTLEMENJ THESE ARE MY 

PRINCIPLES; IF YOU DON'T LIKE THEM I HAVE OTHERS", 

WE WHO ARE INFLUENCED BY THE GREAT JUDAEO-(HRISTIAN TRADITION 

OF MORALITY WILL USUALLY HAVE VERY LITTLE TROUBLE ABOUT 

BEING TAKEN IN BY SUCH SOPHISTRIESJ AS LONG AS OUR CONFIDENCE 

OR FAITH IN THE BODY OF REVELATION WHICH WE ACCEPT IS NOT 

FUNDAMENTALLY SHAKEN, IF SUCH A CALLING IN DOUBT IS A 

POSSIBILITYJ AND WHO AMONGST US CAN LAY CLAIM TO NEVER HAVING 

ENTERTAINED A DOUBT~ IT IS SURELY A USEFUL EXERCISE TO HAVE 

CONSIDERED BEFOREHAND TO WHAT EXTENT REASON SUPPORTS OUR 

GENERAL SET OF BELIEFS, BECAUSE REASON UNAIDED IS SUCH A 

WEAK WEAPON IN THE FACE OF PASSION~ SELF-INTEREST OR FEAR IT 

IS INDEED PROVIDENTIAL THAT WE RELY ON REVELATION IN THE LAST 

ANALYSIS, NONETHELESS IT IS IMPORTANT TO GIVE SOME THOUGHT 

AS TO HOW FAR REASON CAN TAKE US, 
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ANY RATIONAL DISCUSSION OF VALUES MUST SURELY CONCERN ITSELF 

WITH THE LONG TERM EFFECTS OF THE RULES BY WHICH WE CHOOSE TO 

LIVE, "EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE" IS A 

MORALITY WHICH BY ITS VERY NATURE WILL ONLY SERVE US FOR TODAY. 

YET, WE MUST ALL ADMIT, HOW OFTEN DO WE ACT AS IF THERE WERE NO 

TOMORROW? WE EAT MORE THAN IS GOOD FOR US, AND WHEN WE ARE 

A LITTLE OLDER THERE WILL SURELY BE OCCASIONS WHEN WE SHALL BE 

TEMPTED TO DRINK MORE THAN IS GOOD FOR US, NoBODY EXCEPT A 

PARTICULARLY SELF-INDULGENT TEN-YEAR OLD WILL, HOWEVER, ATTEMPT 

TO JUSTIFY SUCH INSTANT SELF-GRATIFICATION. THE STOMACH UPSET 

OR THE HANGOVER FOLLOWS SO SHORTLY AFTER THE TRANSGRESSION THAT 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH FOLLY ARE BROUGHT HOME IMMEDIATELY 

EVEN TO THE MEANEST INTELLIGENCE, YET, WHEN THE NEMESIS LIES 

SOME WAY INTO THE FUTURE, OR WHEN IT IS NOT ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN, 

ONLY VERY PROBABLE, WE ARE SO READILY NOT PREPARED TO PUT 

OURSELVES TO EVEN MODEST INCONVENIENCE IN ORDER TO STAVE OFF A 

LONG TERM, OR EVEN A MEDIUM TERM DISASTER, IF I MAY CRAVE YOUR 

INDULGENCE TO RELY ON SAMUEL JoHNSON A SECOND TIME "DEPEND UPON 

IT, SIR, WHEN A MAN KNOWS HE IS TO BE HANGED IN A FORTNIGHT, IT 

CONCENTRATES HIS MIND WONDERFULLY", IF ONE IS TO BE HANGED IN 

A YEAR'S OR A DECADE'STIME IT DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE THE DESIRED 

EFFECT, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE1 THE 
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EXAMINATIONS SEEM SO FAR OFF THAT STEADY APPLICATION TO WORK 

IS ALL TOO READILY POSTPONED,· ON A MORE LONG TERM BASIS, THE 

THREAT OF CANCER IN TWENTY YEARS' TIME, EVEN IF NEAR CERTAIN, 

DOES NOT SEEM TO DETER THE MAJORITY OF SMOKERS, WE CAN 

ALWAYS PERSUADE OURSELVES THAT DISEASE IS SOMETHING THAT 

HAPPENS TO OTHER PEOPLE, NOT TO ME. AND OF COURSE, MOTOR 

CAR ACCIDENTS ONLY HAPPEN TO OTHER PEOPLE. nONE MORE FOR THE 

ROADu SEEMS SUCH A FRIENDLY WAY TO END THE PARTY. "I AM SUCH 

A GOOD DRIVER", WE ALL IMAGINE, THAT IT WON'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE 

TO ME. As FOR THE CHORE OF SEAT BELTS, THAT WAS SURELY TOO MUCH 

TROUBLE UNTIL THE PROSPECT OF A STIFF FINE RELUCTANTLY PERSUADED 

US TO CHANGE OUR MINDS. 
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THE EXAMPLES I HAVE GIVEN ARE ALL OF SUCH TRANSPARENTLY 

INDEFENSIBLE ATTITUDES THAT, EVEN THOUGH WE MAY OFTEN THROUGH 

\ MOMENTARY WEAKNESS FALL PREY TO THEM, WE SURELY WHEN CHALLENGED 

WILL NOT SERIOUSLY ATTEMPT TO DEFEND THEM. THEY HAVE THE 

FURTHER PROPERTY THAT IT IS ONLY OUR OWN WELL-BEING THAT IS 

APPARENTLY AFFECTED.WHEN THE WELL-BEING OF OUR PARTICULARY IN­

GROUP SEEMS TO BENEFIT, AT LEAST IN THE SHORT TERM, THEN THE 

CONDONATION OF ACTS WE EASILY CONDEMN IN OTHERS IS MORE INSIDIOUS, 

As LONG AS 11 THEY 11 AND NOT 11WE 11 ARE HURT, THEN IT DOESN'T SEEM 

TO MATTER SO MUCH, A LITTLE JUDICIOUS ROUGHING UP IN THE SCRUM 



OF A KEY PLAYER ON THE OTHER SIDE} FOR EXAMPLE 1 MAY EVEN WIN 

THE MATCH FOR OUR SIDE, WHY SHOULD ANYONE GET UPSET ABOUT 

THAT? WHO CAN BLAME THE SCHOOLBOY WHEN HE SEES INTERNATIONAL 

PLAYERS DOING IT IN TESTS? 

MORAL INSENSITIVITY OF THIS TYPE IS NOT CONFINED TO THE SPORTS 

FIELD, lT PERVADES SO MUCH OF MODERN LIFE, lT HAS PERMITTED 

US FOR SO LONG TO PUT UP WITH DESPOLIATION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT 

THROUGH INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION} OR TO HAVE BEEN CRIMINALLY TARDY 

WHERE INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS AND PROCESSES ENDANGER 

THE SAFETY OR HEALTH OF OTHERS, ONE THINKS OF THE SLOW AND 

PAINFUL PROGRESS OF EFFECTIVE LEGISLATION TO COMBAT THE EFFECTS 

OF LEAD 1 MERCURY OR ASBESTOS POISONING1 TO NAME A FEW EXAMPLES, 

AGAIN 1 THE TWO CARDINAL POINTS ARE THE LENGTH OF TIME FOR THE 

EFFECTS TO BECOME APPARENT AND THE FACT THAT THESE EFFECTS 

USUALLY HAPPEN TO OTHER PEOPLE1 NOT THE INGROUP WHO CAN TAKE 

EFFECTIVE ACTION, 
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THE BASIC IMMORALITY IS TO AIM TOO LOW OR ON TOO SHORT A TIMESCALE. 

WE ARE SO ANXIOUS TO PASS MATRIC1 FOR EXAMPLE} THAT WE TREAT 

THAT AS AN END IN ITSELF} AND SO RESORT TO CRAMMING OR COACHING 

THAT WE FAIL TO SEE IT AS BUT A MILESTONE IN THE GENERAL PROCESS 

OF GAINING AN EDUCATION RATHER THAN A CERTIFICATE, WE so WANT 



TO WIN THAT WE DIMINISH OUR GOAL TO WINNING AT ANY PRICEJ OR 

TO SUCCEEDING AT ANY PRICEJ OR TO SURVIVING AT ANY PRICE, 

ONE OF THE ANALOGIES l HAVE FOUND MOST USEFUL IN DEFENDING 

MORAL PRECEPTS RATIONALLY IS TO COMPARE THEM WITH THE 

MANUFACTURERS' INSTRUCTIONS ONE RECEIVES WHEN BUYING AN 

EXPENSIVE PIECE OF EQUIPMENT SUCH AS A HIGH PERFORMANCE MOTOR 

CAR OR ANY OTHER PEDIGREE PIECE OF MACHINERY, WE OBVIOUSLY 

WISH SUCH AN ITEM TO BE SERVICEABLE FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLEJ 

AND TO THAT END EVERY REPUTABLE MANUFACTURER SUPPLIES US WITH 

A MANUAL WITH A CAREFUL SET OF RULES AS TO HOW TO USE IT 

AND MAINTAIN IT, HE DOES NOT LEAVE US TO PIECE TOGETHER 

THIS INFORMATION BY TRIAL AND ERROR. IF THE MACHINERY IS 

WELL CONSTRUCTED THE EFFECTS OF NOT OBSERVING THE MANUFAC­

TURER'S INSTRUCTIONS MAY NOT BECOME APPARENT FOR A FAIRLY 

LONG TIME. NONETHELESSJ FAILURE TO OBSERVE THEM WILL 

ULTIMATELY LEAD TO THE BREAKDOWN AND EVEN DESTRUCTION OF THE 

CAR OR MACHINE WELL BEFORE ITS APPOINTED TIME. 

WE HUMAN BEINGSJ EITHER INDIVIDUALLYJ OR COHERING AS SOCIAL 

ORGANISMSJ ARE MUCH MORE INTRICATE AND COMPLICATED THAN ANY 

MACHINES EVER MADEJ EVEN GIANT COMPUTERSJ SUCH AS THE ONE THAT 
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WAS ASKED nls THERE A GoD?n AND REPLIED nTHERE IS NOWn, OUR 

MAKERJ THEREFOREJ HAS LEFT US WITH A GOOD OPERATING MANUALJ OR 

SET OF COMMANDMENTS WHICH WE NEGLECT AT OUR PERIL, WE ARE 

DESIGNED NOT JUST TO LAST FOR A VERY LONG TIMEJ BUT FOR 

ETERNITYJ AND SO MINUTE ATTENTION TO EVERY DETAIL OF THE 

OPERATING MANUAL IS THE ONLY WAY TO KEEP SUCH DELICATE 

MECHANISMS FOR SUFFERING SHIPWRECKJ ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING THE 

TIMESCALE FOR WHICH THEY ARE ORDAINED, 

THE BEST AND MOST RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT HISTORY ARE 

PRECISELY THOSE WHO HAVE AIMED HIGH AND ON THIS COSMIC 

TIMESCALE, UNLESS A SOCIETY POSSESSES SUCH PEOPLE IN SUFFICIENT 

NUMBERS TO ACT AS A LEAVEN WE INEVITABLY SUCCUMB TO THE EASY 

ROUTE OF PURSUING THE PRIMROSE PATH OF SHORT-TERM ADVANTAGE AND 

NEGLECTING THE INNER RULES OF OUR NATURE, EXAMPLES ABOUND ON 

ALL SIDES, WE HAVE NO EXCUSE FOR IMAGINING THAT IT CANNOT 

HAPPEN TO US, CONSIDER TWO OBVIOUS CASES OF IMMEDIATE 

CONCERN TO OURSELVES : RHODESIA AND SOUTH WEST AFRICA AND 

THEIR SLOW AND PAINFUL PROGRESS TO THEIR ULTIMATE DESTINY, 
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SURELY THE FINAL OUTCOME WAS PREDICTABLE WITH INEVITABLE 

CERTAINTYJ AND YET AS LITTLE AS TEN SHORT YEARS AGO IT WAS 

BLITHELY ASSUMED THAT THE STATUS QUO WOULD CONTINUE INDEFINITELY, 
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THE PROPOSALS THAT ARE SO DESPERATELY BEING CANVASSED NOW 

WOULD HAVE SATISFIED ALL BUT THE STERNEST CRITICS TEN YEARS 

AGO, BUT NOJ THEY WERE LAUGHED OUT OF COURT BY MEN WHOSE 

RESPONSIBILITY SPAN WAS SO MYOPICALLY SHORT, 

LET US NOT WATCH THESE UNFOLDING DENOUEMENTS WITH ANY SENSE 

OF COMPLACENCY, CAN OUR TURN BE VERY LONG IN COMING? INSTEAD 

OF SEEING THE MATTER IN ITS PROPER TIME PERSPECTIVE AND DOING 

THE RIGHT AND RESPONSIBLE THING WE TALK INSTEAD OF THROWING 

AWAY THE RULE BOOK AT THE VERY MOMENT WHEN IT IS MOST NEEDED, 

SURVIVAL WITHOUT PROVISION FOR HONOURJ HUMAN DIGNITYJ STYLE AND A 

COMMITMENT TO THE WELL BEING OF THE OTHER MAN IS NOT SURVIVAL 

AT ALL IT IS POSTPONING ARMAGEDDON FOR THE SAKE OF ANOTHER 

DECADE OF RAPIDLY DIMINISHING COMFORT AND PRIVILEGE, THE 

WORDS OF G K (HESTERTON'SGREAT HYMN ARE UNCOMFORTABLY APT 

FOR OUR CIRCUMSTANCES, 

0 GoD OF EARTH AND ALTARJ 

Bow DOWN AND HEAR OUR CRY. 

OUR EARTHLY RULERS FALTER 

OUR PEOPLE DRIFT AND DIE, 
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THE WALLS OF GOLD ENTOMB US 

THE SWORDS OF SCORN DIVIDE, 

TAKE NOT THY THUNDER FROM US 

BUT TAKE AWAY OUR PRIDE 

FROM ALL THAT TERROR TEACHES~ 

FROM LIES OF TONGUE AND PEN~ 

FROM ALL THE EASY SPEECHES 

THAT COMFORT CRUEL MEN~ 

FROM SALE AND PROFANATION 

OF HONOUR AND THE SWORD~ 

FROM SLEEP AND FROM DAMNATION~ 

DELIVER us~ Goon LoRn. 

IN PLANNING HOW YOU CAN ACCOMPLISH MOST IN YOUR TIME LEFT AT 

SCHOOL AIM FOR ACHIEVEMENT WITH HONOUR, To THOSE OF YOU WHO 

WILL SHORTLY BE RECEIVING PRIZES AND AWARDS~ CONGRATULATIONS, 

You HAVE ALREADY ACCEPTED THE LONG AND RESPONSIBLE VIEW THAT 

SUCH SUCCESSFS DO NOT COME FROM GATHERING ROSEBUDS WHILE YE 

MAY, THOSE OF YOU WHO WILL BE ATTENDING SPEECH DAY FOR THE 

LAST TIME A~ BOYS OF ST ALBAN'S WILL BE GIVING CAREFUL THOUGHT 

TO THE CAREERS AND LIVES THAT LIE AHEAD, Do NOT BE TAKEN IN 

BY "ALL THE EASY SPEECHES" THAT THERE ARE NO RULES, THERE 

ALWAYS ARE AND HAVE BEEN RULES~ AND WE CANNOT NEGLECT THEM WITH 

IMPUNITY, 
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THE JUSTIFICATION FOR SCHOOLS SUCH AS ST ALBAN'S IS THAT THEY 

GENERATE BOYS WHO ARE PREPARED TO LOOK AT THE ISSUES SQUARELY 

AND COURAGEOUSLY~ WHO ARE PREPARED TO STAND OUT FROM THE 

CROWD~ AND BE UNPOPULAR IF NECESSARY. THEY LEAD RATHER THAN 

FOLLOW. THEY BECOME THE KIND OF PEOPLE IN WHOSE CUSTODY YOU 

CAN PLACE THE WATER IN THE LIFEBOAT~ WHO WILL KEEP THE COUNTRY'S 

CONSCIENCE WITH AN EYE BEYOND THE NEXT ELECTION~ WHO CAN SAY 

"No" TO THE SLICK AND SLEAZY SCHEME~ KEEP THEIR WORD WHEN 

PLEDGED~ HONOUR A CONTRACT~ AND GENERATE LOYALTY AND COMMITMENT, 

IN SHORT THEY ARE PREPARED TO BE OFFICERS AND GENTLEMEN IN THE 

DEEPEST AND MOST OLDFASHIONED SENSE OF THOSE NOW SOMEWHAT 

DISCREDITED WORDS, GoD PROMISED ABRAHAM THAT SODOM AND 

GOMORRAH WOULD BE SAVED IF AS FEW AS FIVE SUCH MEN COULD BE 

FOUND, SoMEWHAT MORE THAN THAT NUMBER WILL HAVE TO BE 

FORTHCOMING TO SAVE A WHOLE COUNTRY RATHER THAN JUST TWO 

RATHER DISREPUTABLE TOWNS~ AND THEY WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO DO 

SO BY INSISTING MOST EMPHATICALLY THAT THE RULES DQ APPLY. 

E N D. 
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