
GRADUATION LUNCHEON SPEECH SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1987 

and honoured guests, I rise to propose a t oast to o 

distinguished honorary graduate and to welcome our honorary graduan 

Although Professor Mar garet Smit h has been properly ··done;; t~d\/OCa 

George Randell will be making history in East Lon don next month as t 

first honorary graduate to receive his degree at the first Rhodes Ea 

London Graduation ceremony. Rhodes, for the first time in its histor 

has two occas1ons on which to sing the praises of c1Lt1·- hcJ.rtc)r-a. 

I loo k forward to the East London ceremony for th 

reason in particular. 

I am particularly glad to have Margaret Smith and George Randell 

u.·::,; tod ,::::.';/. Apart from the fact that they are both Old Rhodians, th 

are also people who have come to mean a great deal to the Grahamsto 

community, where both have chosen to retire. 

life devoted to family, i c:hthyol. D~~ i c 

scien t if i c illustration a nd the welfare of those around he 

has come to a point in her progress through life when she has ma 

memories of cha llenges met, goals reac hed and horisons broadened, 

as of the numerous interesting peop l e she has met and with wh 

The fact that our honorary graduate h as n ow retired fro m the burdens 

life as Director of the J LB Smith Institute of Ichthyology does n 

she now sits with folded hands and fon d memories. I do n 

believe that Margaret Smith will relinquish her pass 1ona 

in all things fishy , nor will she lose her concern for, 



enjoyment of, the human beings around her. 

Throughout her life she has been motivated by her Ch ristian fait 

which has stood her in good stead through the trials of recent seri o 

She also has the great advantage of a well-developed sense 

humour, of which she gives frequent evidence, often at her own expens 

I a acerbic Victorian 

commiserate with a friend on the distinct lack of be<::tuty of 

friend's grand-daughter, II {) \o.J tlman ca.n be r Qjrt;J i \/en + or~ n T 

being a beauty at the age of sixteen. I f ~:;l"'! e i s; not b E·?a.u.t i. ·ful fJ\j t 

Unfortunately 1 I did not have the honour of knowing Margaret Smith wh 

Even had I met her, I doubt whether my judgement 

feminine beauty would have been particularly well-developed at the a 

o·f t.hr•"et:~ .. 

I am therefore unable to say with any certainty whether o r not Margar 

Smith was possessed of great beauty at the age of sixteen. 

I am on firm ground , when I say that she now displays t 

beauty which inhabits the faces of those who have lived lives full 

adventure and enjoyment , who have expended much energy in the servi 

o+ who have borne suffering an d disappointment bravely , w 

continue to be involved in matters which have oc c upied much of the 

lives and who take an interest 1n the people and e vents around the 

Our perceptive Victor i an l ady would, I am sure, have ap p r o ved of her. 

·~ , .... 
<:!".II Smith, not only bF~cau. 

it is the year in which Rhodes University is conferring an honora 



- X 

degree upon her, but also because it marks the year dur i ng which sh1 

recei v ed the Order of Mer i tor i ous Service , 

award made to civilians in Sout h Africa. 

Rhodes University can congratulate itse lf on hav i ng prod uced two sue t 
-6-o 

d i ''~L~~;rJ~:~~J Dl cl r:;: hoci i ;,:.r··,·:;, otvi~ o ·:= ;;~ hD ii1 wr:? honoui'" ·t.:ocL::•.y ,1 ti··l e oth pr··,< \'~ hnr 

t••n f"r i p;.-/ ·1· 1- r f"illl··· ·""'~ o:.·:. ~i!"J I fi_J ... 0 /' .. I ·y· ....... ' 

I ask you to rise and d rink a toast to 
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