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International 
Fisheries 
Conference in 
Grahamstown 

Plans are at an advanced 
stage for the PARADI/ 

FISA Conference to be held at 
the Grahamstown Foundation 
next week. This is the first 
joint conference between the 
PARADI Association (an as­
sociation of fish and fishery 
scientists most active in 
Francophone Africa) and the 
Fisheries Society of Africa 
(FISA). It is Pan-African in 
scope and thus far 230 del­
egates have registered from 
over thirty African countries 
and many others from Europe, 
North America and elsewhere. 

Hosted by the JLB Insti­
tute, the Department of Ich­
thyology & Fisheries Sci­
ence, and the Albany Mu­
seum, the objectives of the 
conference are to address and 
discuss issues surrounding 
African fish biodiversity and 
sustainable utilisation of ma­
rine and inland fisheries re­
sources and to consider re­
cent advances in aquaculture 
in Africa. Two themes have 
been chosen, namely biodi­
versity (including systemat­
ics; biogeography; conserva­
tion; fish biology and ecol­
ogy; fish behaviour; and early 
life history) and utilisation 
and management (including 
management of marine, es­
tuarine and inland fisheries; 
the role of protected areas in 

marine and inland fisheries 
management; aquaculture; 
and stock enhancement). 

Some 180 abstracts have 
been accepted for oral pres­
entations and 128 for poster 
presentations. Apart from the 
daily plenary sessions, there 
are no less than five parallel 
sessions daily. 

Staff at the Institute are 
living on adrenalin and work­
ing overtime in tying up last 
minute arrangements, attend­
ing steering committee meet­
ings and downing stress-beat­
ing vitamins. In between or­
ganising tours of the Insti­
tute's facilities for some VIP 
guests arriving prior to the 
conference, arrangements 
have included transport, secu­
rity, accommodation, speech­
es, VIP guests for the open­
ing, recreational activities, 
first aid facilities, catering, 
flower arrangements and 
plants, translation facilities, 
social events and excursions, 
conference kits, exhibitions, 
telecommunication facilities, 
signage, programmes, press 
releases and a host of other 
arrangements. The social 
event concluding the confer­
ence promises to be a real 
humdinger as staff will finally 
be able to relax and enjoy 
themselves! 
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Rotary Student Sculptures 
Coe Leta Finke, Rotary 

Ambassadorial student 
at Rhodes University from 
July 1997 to July 1998, has 
returned home to Red Wing, 
Minnesota, after an action­
packed year. She involved 
herself in the CSD and at St 
Mary's Day Care Centre, 
raised funds for the under­
privileged of Grahamstown, 
traveled widely and still had 
time to pursue her academic 
interests in Sculpture and 
Psychology. 

While in Grahamstown 
she designed and produced 
two sculptures embellished 
with ceramic mosaics which 
she left behind on the cam­
pus and in the garden of her 
Rotary hosts, Dr and Mrs 
Derek Henderson. 

Her large ceramic table 

which stands outside the 
new Sculpture Department 
at Rhodes is in memory of 
a close relative who was 
killed in a car accident last 
year. The piece entitled 
Miss Me is the first work of 
a student artist to be perma­
nently exhibited on the 
Rhodes campus. The work 
was done over the entire 
year with each piece of the 
mosaic being carefully cut, 
coloured and baked. 

Her second art work is a 
cement and ceramic bird bath 
which now graces the 
Henderson's front garden. It 
is an eye-catching piece with 
charming lines and curves. It 
did not take the local bird 
population long to discover it 
and give it their stamp of ap­
proval! 

Coe Leta Finke seen here completing her ceramic sculpture entitled Miss Me. 

Senate News 
At a recent Senate meeting, it was agreed by 
all relevant parties that the composition of 
both Senate and Council is now deemed to 

be representative. 
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Environmental Certificate Courses 
T he Environmental Edu­

cation Unit, in partner­
ship with the Wildlife and 
Environment Society of 
South Africa and other envi­
ronmental educators, have 
been running a two-month in­
ternational certificate course 
in environmental education 
(EE) since 1995 . This course 
was developed as a result of 
a WWF International initia­
tive to develop university­
based education and training 
opportunities for environ­
mental education in low cost, 
decentralised local ities (an 
outcome of their support for 
EE certificate courses offered 
at Jordanhill College in Scot­
land). Rhodes University, 
being ideally placed to pro­
vide affordable and indig­
enous residential courses in 
EE in Africa for Africa, was 
selected as an appropriate site 
for the development of these 
courses. 

The 1998 course is be­
ing run as part of the SADC 
Regional Environmental 
Education Programme, and 
is be ing funded by the 
Swedish International De­
ve lopment Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA) . Addi-

tiona! funding for two par­
ticipants is being provided 
by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) Interna­
tional through WWF (SA). 

The aim of the course is 
to strengthen the capacity of 
active environmental educa­
tors to do their job better in 
their working environments 
and act as 'multipliers' to sup­
port, encourage and inform 
other educators. The course 
encourages the development 
of environmental education 
processes for sustainable liv­
ing in a healthy environment 
and has a focus on context 
and relevance to Africa's en­
vironmental issues and risks. 
The course is open to partici­
pants with a degree or simi­
lar qualification and sufficient 
experience in environmental 
education. This year 14 par­
ticipants were selected from 
over 80 applications, indicat­
ing the need for environmen­
tal education and training in 
the region. Multiplier poten­
tial, appropriate experience in 
environmental education and 
tertiary qualifications all form 
key criteria for the selection 
of the participants. Partici­
pants on this year's course 

include three participants 
from Tanzan ia, two from 
Malawi and three from South 
Africa. Participants from 
Mauritius, Botswana, Zimba­
bwe, Swaziland, Uganda and 
Zambia make up the rest of 
the group. Participants are all 
actively involved in environ­
mental education processes in 
the region and their profes­
sional interests range from 
industry environmental man­
agement, urban environmen­
tal management, conserva­
tion education, community 
based natural resource man­
agement and adult education. 
Two teachers are also attend­
ing the course. 

The course participants 
were in Grahamstown for 
the month of August , after 
wh ich th ey move to the 
Umgeni Valley Proj ect in 
KwaZulu-Natal. These lo­
cations enable partic ipants 
to be exposed to a wide 
rang e of environmenta l 
education projects in the 
country. During September 
the group will visit the 
Umfolozi Park in KwaZulu­
Natal , an activity which is 
hosted by KwaZulu-Natal 
Conservation Services. 

The 14 member group of the Rhodes University!SADC International Certificate course in Environmental Education photographed at the 
opening of the course last month. They are seen here with Solly Mosidi from the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
(far left), Dr Woods, Jim Taylor from Wildlife and Environmental Affairs (second from left in front) and Dr Heila l.otz, Environmental 
Education (far right at back). 
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Alumnus 
Visit 

A. recent visitor to the 
School of Languages 

was Dr Nicholas Hammond 
who studied French at 
Rhodes. He was an under­
graduate, then an Honours 
student and subsequently was 
awarded the Rhodes MA for 
a thesis on the 17th Century 
French philosopher Pascal 
and his connections with the 
19th Century French poet 
Baudelaire. 

Dr Hammond was ap­
pointed to his firs t post as 
Lecturer in French at the Uni­
versity of Zimbabwe. While 
there , he was award ed a 
Rhodes Scholarship, which 
he took up at Balliol College, 
Oxford, continuing his re­
search on Pascal and obtain­
ing the Oxford DPhil for his 
thesis. 

After a brief spell at the 
University of Birmingham, 
Dr Hammond was appointed 
a University Lecturer at Cam­
bridge and elected to a Fel­
lowship at Gonville and 
Caius College, where he is 
Director of Studies in Mod­
em Languages. 

Apart from numerous ar­
ticles and reviews in the field 
of 17th Century French litera­
ture, Dr Hammond has pub­
lished two books, Playing 
with Troth: Language and the 
human condition in Pascal's 
Pensees, published by OUP 
in 1994, and in 1997, Crea­
tive Tensions: an introduction 
to 17th Cen tury French lit­
erature, published by 
Duckworth, London, where 
he is a member of the edito­
rial board for the series. 

Dr Hammond presented 
to the French Division for use 
in the French Seminar Room, 
a copy of his second book, 
with the inscription: "To the 
Rhodes French Department 
With happy memories and 
gratitude for the excellent tui­
tion I received at Rhodes". 



Ornithological Congress 

Pat Huttey and Adrian Craig with Dr Michel Lovette from Belgium (centre). 

The 22nd International Or­
nithological Congress, 

held recently in Durban at the 
new International Conven­
tion Centre, was the largest 
meeting of biologists ever 
held in this country, with 
more than 1 100 delegates, 
representing over 60 coun­
tries. There were ten plenary 
lectures, 50 symposia with 
five concurrent sessions each 
day, more than 500 poster 
presentations, additional oral 
papers, and Round Table Dis­
cussions on specialised top­
ics. After four years of prepa­
ration since their bid was ac­
cepted at the previous con­
gress in Vienna in 1994, the 
South African organisers re­
ceived high praise for a very 
well-run meeting. 

Four membe rs of the 
Department of Zoology & 
Entomology attended the 
congress; Dr Chris Brown, 
Prof Adrian Craig, Prof Pat 
Hulley and Craig Whitting­
ton-Jones, a PhD student in 
the Department. It was pleas­
ing to see that in the most re­
cent issue of Ostrich , the sci­
entific journal of BirdLife 
South Africa, a copy of which 
was provided to each del­
egate, there were three papers 
by authors at Rhodes. Apart 
from a poster by Chris Brown 
on his research on ther­
moregulation in Red-billed 
Queleas (a small seed-eating 
weaver), and a joint poster by 

Craig Whittington-Jones and 
Pat Hulley on the problems 
wh ich queleas ca use at 
feedlots in the Eastern Cape, 
there was also a poster which 
h ighl ighted research in 
progress on birds at Rhodes 
University. Thanks to the ex­
ce ll ent work of the new 
Graphics Unit, these attrac­
t ive and striking di sp lays 
brought many fa vourable 
comments from the viewers. 

Chris Brown contributed 
to a Round Table Discussion 
on the biology of white-eyes, 
providing information from 
his current research on their 
physiology. This family of 
birds is especially widespread 
in the Pacific region, with 
much research in progress in 
Australia and Asia. Pat Hulley 
and Adrian Craig also took 
part in this discussion group. 

Together with Dr Clive 
Elliott from the Food and Ag­
riculture Organization of the 
United Nations, Adrian Craig 
was co-convenor of a Round 
Table Discussion on the bio­
logy and management of the 
Red-billed Quelea, the most 
important pest of grain crops 
in Africa. Pat Hulley and 
Craig Whittington-Jones at­
tended all the meetings of this 
group, which included orni­
thologists from Senegal, Su­
dan, Tanzania, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe. After years of"le­
thal control" which has had no 
impact on quelea numbers, 

BCommF Achievers 
The BCommF class top achievers were recently hosted to a cocktail party in the 
Senior Common Room. Cash prizes were awarded to every student who 
achieved a first class pass in any subject as well as the top student in each 
subject (on condition that it was a first-class pass). 
The GBS Mutual Bank is one of the sponsors of the Commerce Foundation 
Programme. According to Este Coetzee, CO-{)rdinator of the programme: "I 
went to GBS and Coopers & Lybrand with only an idea and they both grabbed 
at it - it is easy to come on board now that the programme is established, but 
these two firms did it on faith. " 
Seen at the prize-giving were Andrew Bowker, General Manager (left) and Peter 
Meyer, Business Development Officer of GBS (right). With them are Este 
Coetzee (centre) and top students Mzyiyanda Mbuseli (top student in 
Computer Science with 94% and a first class pass in Accounting); Lerato 
Mahlalji (top student in Commerce Foundation Studies with 77% and first class 
passes in Accounting, Mathematics and Computer Science); and Elijah 
Ngomane (top student in Accounting with 94% and Mathematics with 95% and 
a first class pass in Computer Science). 

more basic research is needed 
on this bird, and the group will 
continue collaborating and ex­
changing information through 
the internet. 

The Bri tish Orni tholo­
gists' Union, one of the old­
est scientific orn ithologica l 
soci et ie s, he ld a speci a l 
mee ting on registration day 
to highli ght their involve­
ment wi th Afri can bird s . 
Adrian Craig was invi ted to 
give a brief rev iew of the 
taxonomy of African birds, 
in whi c h he s tressed the 
important role of museums 
and the unfortunate neglect 
of major bird collections in 
Africa and elsewhere . 
Adrian was also an invited 
speaker in a symposium on 
the relationships of African 
and Madagascan birds, at 
which he presented results 
from a current study of the 
weaver family . 

"There were many 

highlights in the different 
sess ion s whi c h w ere a t­
tended, and of course some 
low po ints. All papers were 
presented in Engl ish, and 
while one had to admire the 
efforts of som e speak ers 
who were clea rl y struggling 
with the la nguage , it d id 
mean that some prese nta­
tions were very difficult to 
foll ow. Es tabli shing per­
son a l c ontac t with col­
leagues from other coun­
tri es is the most important 
part of these meetings, and 
we all encountered new 
ideas, and proposals which 
may lead to future collabo­
rations" said Dr Craig. One 
of the overseas delegates , 
Dr Mi~el Louette from 
Belgium, subsequently vis­
ited the Department of Zo­
ology & Entomology, and 
gave a seminar on his re­
search on the birds of the 
Comores Islands. 

• 



Managing Managers 

Trevor Amos and Adrian Ristow on Margaret Island which splits Budapest into the old 
cities of Buda and Peszt. 

T revor Amos and Adrian Ristow of the Management De­
partment recently co-presented a paper at an international 

conference hosted by the Budapest University of Economic 
Sciences. 

The title of the paper was Productivity and Managing Peo­
ple in South Africa and was co-authored by Dinti Mather of 
the Economics Department. The paper outlined the influences 
upon organisational competence and the extent to which man­
agement provides a context for people to be productive. 

Research in this area has been conducted by both Amos 
and Ristow in conjunction with Productivity Development, a 
management consultancy. Organisations request a competency 
audit and questionnaires are distributed. "Working together 
with Productivity Development, we compared the overall level 
of competency of South African firms with that of firms in the 
United States," said Amos. According to the world compe­
tency report, the United States is the most competitive country 
in the world - assessed according to the ability of a country to 
provide quality goods and services at a price that is world com­
petitive. South Africa ranks 42"d of the 46 countries assessed. 
(And according to the 'people factor' South Africa comes last.) 

"Taking into account conditions such as socio-economic 
problems, we have identified productivity in South African or­
ganisations as a major problem," said Amos. 'The focus needs 
to be on management and management styles." 

According to Ristow: "There is an international move to 
ensure that people in management positions are there because 
they are leaders, and that this type of appointment is not made 
on technical expertise or track record. Such leaders are will­
ing to recognise their own limitations and find ways to cope 
with them instead of hiding them." 

The reaction to their paper at the conference was positive. 
"The delegates were particularly interested in the fact that we 
were benchmarking ourselves against the United States and 
using international management models," said Amos. 
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Professor Lambe and Dr 
Lesley Parolis recently 

attended the 19'h International 
Carbohydrate Symposium 
held at the University of Cali­
fornia, San Diego. 

Dr Parolis presented a pa­
per during a special session on 
Polysaccharide Structure De­
termination in memory ofPro­
fessor Guy Dutton (a 1985 
Hugh Kelly Fellow at Rhodes) 
who is considered to be "the 
father-figure" of this field, and 
with whom the Parolis' have 
spent two sabbaticals in 
Canada. Her paper described 
the structural analysis of an 
exopolysac-charide (a poly­
mer of sugars) isolated from 
the Archaeon Haloferax 
denitrificans - a micro-organ­
ism which is found in highly 
saline environments. 

"The chemistry and bio-

chemistry of the newly de­
fined kingdom of the Archaea 
are still in their infancy and 
this work is part of a collabo­
rative programme with a 
microbiological group in 
Alicante, Spain, to study the 
cell surfaces of these unusual 
organisms," said Dr Parolis. 

1 008 delegates from 40 
countries attended the confer­
ence which covered all as­
pects of carbohydrate chem­
istry. 'Professor Lambe 
Parolis delivered the keynote 
address on Modem Methods 
in the Characterization of 
Microbial Polysaccharides. 
He also attended the editorial 
board meetings of two inter­
national carbohydrate jour­
nals and represented South 
Africa at the annual meeting 
of the International Carbohy­
drate Organisation. 

Computer Courses 
Information Technology will be presenting 

the following courses during the vac. 

Windows 95 for Beginners 
14th and 15th September 1998 

Time : 9am- 12.30 

WordPerfect 8 for Beginners 
16th and 17th September 1998 

Time: 9am- 12.30 

To book for these courses please email 
S.Kleinhans@ru.ac.za or phone x8288. 



Visitors to 
Economics 
The Department of Eco­

nomics and Economic 
History has recently been vis­
ited by several prominent 
academics as well as a re­
search funder. 

The visiting lecturers 
formed part of the pro­
gramme of a specialist course 
on the South African 
Economy - offered at third 
year level - the content and 
structure of which is unique 
to Rhodes. 

Professor Philip Black 

Professor Philip Black, 
Research Director of the 
South African Foundation, 
delivered two lectures: La­
bour Policy in the new South 
Africa; and The Asian Crisis: 
Adapt or Die? In his first 
address he specifically cov­
ered the cost-raising effects of 
the new labour legislation. 

Andrew Donaldson 

Mr Andrew Donaldson, 
previously a lecturer at 
Rhodes and currently Chief 
Director: Financial Planning 
at the National Department of 

Kellogg Foundation Programme 

The six Rhodes University students who are presently on the Kellogg Foundation programme are from left: Mr Mxolisi 
Mfanekiso, Miss Motlalepule Lecoko, Mr Mninawa Daweti, Mr Ambrose Dikhudu, Miss Lovely Letsoalo and Mr Mischeck 
Mungoni. The students attended a light supper hosted by the Dean of Students, Dr Moosa Malara in the Senior Common 
Room. 
Student Recruitment Officer, Ndumiso Nongwe, who was on the programme whilst studying at Rhodes, congratulated the six 
students and commented on how the Kellogg Foundation makes dreams come true for ambitious youngsters who don't have 
the financial assistance to study. His message to students was: "Work hard and prove yourself so that the Kellogg Foundation 
can be encouraged to keep on with the next generation" Ndumiso said. "There is a reward in the end- self respect!" 

Finance in Pretoria presented 
Current Macro economics 
and Fiscal Policy in South 
Africa and Social Develop­
ment and Macroeconomic 
Policy to the third year and 
honours students. 

Philip Whitfield 

Mr Phil ip Whitfield, 
Planning Projects Manager at 
South African Breweries, vis­
ited the Department to dis­
cuss a research project into 
the scale and direction of eco­
nomic growth in certain re­
gions of South Africa. 

Dr Mary Gregory from 
St Hilda's College at Oxford 
University specialises in the 
effects on the labour market 

Dr Mary Gregory 

of technological growth and 
trade liberalisation. The crux 
of her findings , which she 
presented to the Department, 
is that technological growth 
has a negative impact on the 

demand for low-skilled jobs 
in a part icul ar economy, 
while trade libera lisation 
tends to create new employ­
ment of a skilled nature. 

Professor Hugo Nel, Head of Department. 

Did you hear? 
A Johannesburg brokerage house advertised 
for a "young Rhodes graduate or the equiva­
lent". Among the inquiries was one from a 
University of Cape Town graduate. "Do you 
mean two Stellenbosch men, or a UCT man 
part-time?" 

Financial Mail, 31 July 1998 
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Undergraduate Placement 

M rs Sue Burton of the 
School of Pharmaceu­

tical Sciences is the co­
ordinator of an externship 
programme that places under­
graduates in the community 
and workplace . The pro­
gramme has two areas, 
vacational and community 
extemship. The community 
programme deals with expe­
riential learning and has a 
patient follow-up programme 
at the Settlers Day Hospital. 

Dallah Edwards, a 
fourth-year pharmacy stu­
dent obtained the Profes­
siona l Provident Society 
(PPS) award for outstand­
ing performance in the 
Vacational Experience Pro­
gramme. Second and third 
year students are placed in 

pharmacies during the De­
cember vacation and are re­
quired to complete a struc­
tured programme of work 
based on learning activities, 
and to assist in the phar­
macy, thus gaining valuable 
"hands on" experience. 

Mrs Burton recently 
wrote a paper entitled The 
Community Experience 
Programme: Reframing the 
Classroom and Refocusing 
the Student Role. "The pa­
per described the develop­
ment, implementation and 
early eva luation of the 
Community Experience 
Programme and its per­
ceived value in the educa­
tion of Pharmacy students," 
Mrs Burton commented. 

Mrs Burton is collabo-

RUMEP Initiative 
T he Rhodes University 

Mathematics Education 
Project (RUMEP), recog­
nised as a leading initiative 
in maths education in the 
country, has set up a work­
ing collaboration with an 
acclaimed research pro~ 
gramme at Miami Univer­
sity in Oxford, Ohio, USA. 

Four members of the 
RUMEP staff, Ms Rose 
Span neberg , Mr Tom 
Penlington, Ms Thandi 
Mboyiya and Mr John 
Stoker recently attended a 
research-based seminar at 
Miami University. The pur­
pose of the visit was to set 
up a collaboration with 
Miami University's widely 
acclaimed research pro­
gramme which focuses on 
equity issues and differ­
ences in achievement of stu­
dents in the systemic reform 
of mathematics education. 

Mr Stoker, Director of 
RUMEP, said that their sys­
temic programme shares 
similarities with that devel-
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oped by Professor Jane 
Kahle of Miami University, 
although in terms of scale 
and funding RUMEP is 
much smaller. 

RUMEP has been iden­
tified as a leading systemic 
initiative in mathematics 
education in South Africa, 
and was selected by the 
Foundation for Research 
Development (FRD) to be 
paired with Miami Univer­
sity. 

"The goal of this pair­
ing will be to establish are­
search design to assess the 
effectiveness of RUMEP 's 
intervention in rural areas 
of the Eastern Cape, and to 
help build assessment meth­
ods aligned to the goals of 
Curriculum 2005. 

"Over the next three 
years the appropriateness of 
various assessment tech­
niques for different educa­
tional purposes will be ex­
amined and will include the 
professional development 
of teachers, student learning 

Marcus Schroeder of Professional Provident Society presenting Dallah Edwards, a 
fourth-year Pharmacy student, with her prize for outstanding performance in the 
Vacational Experience Programme. 

rating with Dr Else-Lydia, 
from the department of So­
cial Pharmacy at the Uni­
versity of Oslo, Norway. 

They are looking at re ­
searching counselling of pa­
tients on the sale of over­
the-counter medications. 

Prof Ralph Kirby from the Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology at 
Rhodes is researching how to apply gene shuffling to antibiotic production. 
He attended the ff" International Symposium of Genetics on Industrial Micro­
organisms in Jerusalem in July this year. 

and curriculum materials" , 
he said. 

The RUMEP-Miami 
University teams will meet 
regularly to discuss 
progress and to share con­
cerns across the research 
and evaluation studies. 
"The major anticipated out­
come of this partnership 
will be to develop a model 

for systemic reform that 
will lead to sustainable cur­
riculum change in math­
ematics education", Mr 
Stoker said. 

This inter-institutional 
partnership will be funded 
jointly by the FRD (South 
Africa) and the National 
Science Foundation (USA). 



International Hydrology Conference 
ASenior Research Officer 

n the Institute for Wa­
ter Research at Rhodes Uni­
versity, Dr Vladimir 
Smakhtin, attended the inter­
national conference Hydrol­
ogy in a Changing Environ­
ment. 

The conference was a 
reflec tion of the common 
concern which exists about 
fragile wate r systems, both 
natural or engineered, as 
demands for water grows 
and the climate fluctuates. 
It had a call for hydrologi­
cal techniques needed to 
properly quantify the causes 
of change and their conse­
quences on hydrolog ical 
systems. 

The conference, held in 
Exeter, England, was organ­
ised by British Hydrological 
Society and was a contribu­
tion to the success of 
UNESCO's Internati ona l 
Hydrological Programme and 
World Meteorologic Organi­
sation 's (WMO) Operational 
Hydrology Programme. It 
was also co-sponsored by the 
International Association of 
Hydrologic al Sciences 

(IAHS), UK Department for 
International Deve lopment, 
UK Environment Agency, the 
British Council and the Euro­
pean Commission. 

More than 250 delegates 
representing 50 countries at­
tended the conference. The 
South African delegation in­
cluded representatives of sev­
era l universities' researc h 
programmes and the govern­
ment Department of Water 
Affairs and Forestry. 

The delegates discussed 
and adopte d the " Exeter 
Statement" which summa­
rised the evident achieve­
ments in hydrological science 
in the last decade and also 
outlined the priorities for fu­
ture research in the conditions 
of changing environment. 

The conference gave an 
excellent opportunity to es­
tablish a number of useful 
contacts. Among them were 
the Northern Ireland Hydro­
logical Service and Meteoro­
logical Service of Mauritius, 
delegates fi·om Canada, UK, 
Netherlands , Estonia, 
Slovakia, etc. 

"The potential exists for 

mutually beneficial co-op­
eration with the Wageningen 
Agricultural University 
(Netherlands) in hydrologi ­
cal time-series data analysis 
for water projects. It was dis­
cussed in detail during the 
conference and has already 
led to the hydrological data 
exchange to test the tech­
niques developed by South 
Africa and the Netherlands in 
a South African river and in 
the Rhine River basin. The 
possibilities of involvement 
of the delegates from Neth­
erlands institutions in a South 
African - Netherlands pro­
gramme for development has 
also been discussed" Dr 
Smakhtin commented. 

Dr Smakhtin also re­
cently visited the Global Run­
off Data Centre in Koblenz 
(Germany), where he pre­
sented the hydrological soft­
ware package developed in 
the Institute for Water Re­
search and attended the Inter­
national Conference 
FRIEND'97, where he pre­
sented a paper on regional 
hydrological analysis in SA. 

Bristol Myers Squibb Travel Awards 
The Department of Bio­

chemistry and Microbi­
ology at Rhodes has walked 
off with all the Bristol Myers 
Squibb Travel awards for 
1997. 

Prof Chris Whiteley won 
the senior BristolBMyers 
Squibb neurosc ience travel 
award and a Rhodes PhD stu­
dent, Dr Harold Walsh, re­
ce ived the junior travel 
award. 

Two third year Biochem­
istry students , Linda 
Heideman and Mez Jiwaji, as 
well as two Masters students, 
Sindiswa Tanda and Michelle 
Schubert, won the student 
travel awards from Bristol 
Myers Squibb. 

The student travel­
awards will enable them to 
attend a Neuroscience Con­
ference in Johannesburg in 
September and to meet inter­
national specialists in the 
field. Both third year students 
have expressed an interest to 
continue with their studies at 
Rhodes working on projects 
relating to neuroscience. 

Dr Walsh will attend a 
conference in Britain after 
which he hopes to start a post­
doctoral fellowship in Scot­
land in 1999. Professor 
Whiteley will present aspects 
of his research on the 
Enzymology ofNeural Chan­
nels in Alzheimers Disease at 
two meetings on Neurochem-

istry in the United States and 
Japan. 

He is setting up meetings 
with the sponsors (Bristol 
Myers Squibb) in both these 
countries in order to attract 
further research funding to 
promote neurosc ience in 
southern Africa. He is on the 
Exec utive Council of the 
South African Neuroscience 
Society. 

r-------., 
1 HIV Statistics 1 
I In1997 there were 30.6 I 
1 million reported cases of I 
I HIV in the world, 20.8 I 

million of which were in 
I sub-Saharan Africa. I .. _______ .. 

Letters to 
the Editor 

Dear Editor 
A few weeks ago at a 

Pharmacy Faculty meeting, I 
asked the Vice Principal if he 
could explain why the loyalty 
of service staff was recog­
nized after 15 years, whi lst 
senior staff had to wait for 25 
years before their loyalty was 
recognized . His immediate 
response was "because they 
are unionized" . He did un­
dertake to look into the mat­
ter and come back to me and 
this he did do. His investiga­
tions were unable to throw 
any further light on the rea·· 
sons. His conclusion was that 
it was because the service 
staff had asked for earlier rec­
ognition and that no such re­
quest had been received from 
the senior staff. 

Those staff members 
who have not yet joined 
NTESU may feel inclined to 
do so. Those who are mem­
bers may consider becoming 
more actively involved. 
Yours etc 
Billy Fuller 

Dear Sir/Madam 
I hope you wi ll publish 

this letter in your column. 
It is an appeal to the per­

son driving the vehicle that 
rammed into the side of my 
Mazda please to identify him­
self or herself. 

The damage was done 
when my car was parked out­
side the Library (near Oriel 
Hall Wardens ' garages) on 
Saturday morning (22"d Au­
gust) between about 09 :30 
and 12:30. 

Perhaps the driver was in 
too much of a hurry to leave 
a note, but a message for me 
sent via Mrs Charteris of the 
Hi story Department will 
reach me. 
Yours truly 
BM Nicholls 
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Classifieds 
KOELFONTEIN FARM 
Cradock. Self-catering 
accommodation from R40 p/p. 
luxury chalets, all mod cons, R240, 
sleeps 4 (groups up to 18). 
Birdwatching, hikes, horse-riding. 
Springbok, venison and karoo lamb 
meals on request. Contact Chris 
Hood (048) 8813825 or email 
koelfontein@eastcape.net 

WRmNG WORKSHOP 
"Live Writing" - a creative writing 
workshop to be held in Nieu 
Bethesda, 24" - 26~ September at 
the Ibis Art Centre. Facilitated by 
Colleen Higgs and Joan 
Metelerkamp. The course promises 
to stimulate your imagination, 
provide feedback and will suggest 
ways of editing your writing. For 
more information contact Mark/ 
Noelle at the Ibis. Tel (04923) 602 
or ibis@ilink.nis.za 

BEE's COnAGE B&B 
12 Florence Street. Charming self­
contained garden cottage within 
easy walking distance of city centre 
in quiet neighbourhood. R70 per 
person per night. Telephone Peta 
603 8573 or 082 7875391. 

HOUSE TO SHARE 
Post-graduate or professional 
wanted to share spacious house 
with garden. Rent R550,00pm 
excluding electricity. Available 
1 October. Phone Arona (w) 
6038171/3 or (h) 636 1179. 

BED lr BREAKFAST 
EAGLES NEST. Two self-contained 

flats. Private entrance, TV From 
R65 per person per night. Contact 
Sheryl-Anne Drennan 6038298/9 
(w) or cell 082 6570359. 

LONGLEAT BED lr BR~KFAST 
9 Mount Street. Comfortable, 
sunny, friend ly. HOME MADE 
BREAD. Space for 9 guests at 
economical rates. R80 single/R150 
double. Contact Charlotte on (046) 
6226163. 

BARTHOLOMEW BED lr 
BREAKFAST 
12 Bartholomew Street. Sensible, 
quiet, and elegant accommodation. 
R70 single/R130 double. Contact 
Cynthia (046) 6223465. 

PRICE'S ECONOBUILD 
For all your building, painting, 
decorating and waterproofing 
services at the Right Price' Contact 
Ernie Price. Tel 6222572 or email 
price@imaginet.co.za 

THE PROPERTY SHOP 
Estate Agents and Appraisers. 
Please contact us for a whole range 
of houses and farms for sale in the 
Grahamstown area. Tim Willats 
(046) 636117 4. 

WANTED TO RENT 
Three b/room house asap. Young 
family. Tel 622 3905 

FOR SALE 
VWMicrobus2.1 1. 105000km. 
Excellent condition. Inland vehicle. 
R39 500. Tel 622 3905 

Professor Bill Davies of the Department of Economic 
Affairs, Environment and Tourism, East London, 

will visit the Department of Economics on 
Monday 21 September. 

He will deliver a seminar on 
Implementing Economic Policy in Provincial Context 

at 19:00 in the Hobart Houghton Seminar Room. 
Interested persons can RSVP to 

Brenda Erasmus on x8301. 

Advertising Rates 
Advertising rates for Rhodos are: 

SMALLS: 30c per word ; DISPLAY ADS: R3-50 per column centimetre 

RHODOS is produced fortnightly by the Marketing & Communications Division 
of Rhodes University. 

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Rhodos staff, or the University. The Editor welcomes all contributions but 

reserves the right to edit these. E-mail: adlh@warthog.ru.ac.za 
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Mr Frank Kerr, member of the former King William's Town Borough Band, 
recently donated sheet music to the Rhodes University Music Department. Seen 
above are Ms Janet Leslie, Librarian in the Music Department, Mr Ulrich Klackers 
from the King William 's Town Municipality, who loaned his vehicle and services 
as driver for the trip, and Professor Christine Lucia, Head of the Music 
Department. 

The JLB Smith Institute of Ichthyology 

presents the annual 

JLB SMITH MEMORIAL LECTURE 

East Coast Fish-Watch Project -
A new biodiversity initiative 

By 

Dr Phil Heemstra 

Date : Thesday, 15 September 1998 
Time: 19h30 
Venue: JLB Smith Institute of Ichthyology 

Somerset Street, Grahamstown 

Tea will be served after the presentation. 

ALL WELCOME 

p hotography and design & layout 
of documents, newslelters, 
reports, adverlisemenls, 
brochures, posters 
and flyers 

Useless Information 
1. February .1965 is the only month in recorded 

history not to have a full moon. 
2. Columbia University is the second largest land 

owner in New York City, after the Catholic Church. 
3. Leonardo Da Vinci invented the scissors. 
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