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KRUGER 
ON .· . . · 
KULTURE 
l dreyer Kruger, Rhodes' Psychology Prof, 

a{
1
swers questions on his controversial arti. ~le 

a · present being serialised in the PRP pubh­
c , tion Deurbraak. ·, pleading for radical change 
in South Africa. 

Q. What is the main difference between the 
positirins of the Afrikaans and English sectors 
in SA today] 

A. The existence of a separate and coherent 
Afrikaans sector is the kingpin of the whole 
white-dominated system whose administrative 
institutions are manned by Afrikaners. whose 
material and political interests it main ly se r ­
ves. The English sector is not nearly so impor-:: 
t dnt to the system but if the Afrikaans sector , 
through refusal to change, goes under, it will 
take the English speakers with it. ' 

I 
~- Do you .consider your proposals; ie a re~ 

duced white and coloured and Afrikaa ns speaking 
sA under a system of 'open na tionalis m' to be 
practicable? 

A. I ;suggest this only if the culture is ser­
iously threatened in a future totally integrat­
e·d SA. I only hope that they are , for I cannot 

. sde any other way the Afrikaner· and hi s culture 
cci'n or morally should, survive. If we, the Af r i ­
kaners, try to continue ruling the whol~ count­
ry we are doomed. 

Q .• . Wouldn't a han dover of any l arge parts of 
SA to black rule precipitate a white exodus and 
wreck. the economy of those areas. 

A·. This niay possibly 'be true but I think. we are 
now in a situation wher e it is of primary impo­
rtance to respond to what blacks see as their 
needs not what the whites see the blacks as 
needing. It is out of our hands now and we must 
let them decide for themselves . I n any case J 
think. once blacks take over they will move pre­
tty rapidly away from the capitalist system to 
some form of socialism based on their traditio ­
nal tribal communalism. 

Q. You stated in .. your article that Engli s h 
speakers are coming increasingly to hate Afri -· 
ka'ners. Would y'ou like to expand on that? 
A. I have considerable academic and other sup­

port for this .view and the s urvey conducted by 
Nancy Charton would tend to cqnfirm what I have 
said.· 

Q. Do you see any general .desire i n your fe~= 
low Afrikaners for change after Soweto? 
.<:A j Dh yes , the Transvaal editor s a r e doing 
their damndest to get the government to make a 
move, to do something to meet Blac k. aspi r a t ­
io~s but ' so far they have had very litt l e 
success. The government doesn't seem to be 
moving. I have a lso had conversations an·d 
exc hanged letters with many leading Afri kaners 
who support me, but they are the sile nt 
minority. 

I feel it would be a great pity if the Afri ~ 
k.aans language and culture were. to disappear 

. just now, when there seems to be something of 
a ; literary up s urgewhich our censors unfortu-· 
nat ely are doing their best to ,stifle . 

.Commenting on reactions to his statements, 
published in the Sunday Papers, he said, "The 
r esponse , especially f r om the Tran s vaal , was 
as expected - gut reactions and personal 
insults . 

Note: Rhodes hit the pages of Time Magazine 
l ast wee k., when it was r eported t ha t Soweto 
had prompted reactions f r om the heart of Afri­
k.anerdom, e.g. Prof Kruger of Rhodes University 
... Hoe l yk. di t daar, ouens? ' 

WHAT WEEK 
Arts and Sciences Week. came not with a bang 

but a whimper. . If this is t he cultural event 
of the year perhaps Rhodes had better stick. to 
Rugby. 

The aim of Arts an d Science Week. is to bring 
all students of the unive r sity t ogether on a 
more academic level . Most parti9ipation, 
however, appeared in t he form of spectatorship. 
And the e xhibitions were attractive, effic ient, 
and predictable. The talks wer~ poorly attended; 
the Folk.al , in the words of organiser Stu 
Loveday, "Went off very well. but one c ould 
have wished for more people." 

Due to the poo r genera l r esponse of societies 
and individuals to Arts and Science Week. this 
year, the SRC has passed a moti on whereby it 
will . ~o longer , be an a nnual occasion, but will 
t ake place ever y two years. By this they hope 
t o eliminate the compla ing that making it an 
an nual event "places too muc h strain ori the 
societies and ' departments involved ." 

Al i this, of course, is quite in keeping 
with the genera l Rhodes image. See you at the 
Graham. 

For the information of those who prefer to 
pass their days in a state of blissful unaware­
ness, Rhodes recently he ld a series of four 
sympo s ia on various aspect s of the universit y. 
Due to the success of.t hese in uncovering prob­
l ems we face here, and in s upplying suggestions 
fo r i mp rovement which ranged f rom the naive · 
t o the ·blatantly bizarre, there is t alk of 
making t hem a fairly r egular feature of our 
entertainment world. 

The f i rst t alks, .which t oo k place on August 2 
were e ntit1ed 'The Fut~Jore Nature and Role of 
Rhodes University '. The speakers. were Prof 
Schutte, Prof Guy Butler, Mr Izak Smuts, and 
Mr Moulder . All of them stressed the need to 
make Rhodes more ~Afro-centred ' , a nd suggested 
that it be made multi-racial. To quote from 
the eloquent Mr Smuts: "Ability knows no skin­
colo ur. " There was disagreement over the 
purpose and aims of a university; 'the Profe~s- · 
ors held up an ideal of the pursui t of truth; 

· Mr Smuts and Mr Mulder declared that "the 
university is for the student" , and ' that the 
emp hasis . should be laid on relatively practical 
preparat ion for the future . Dr, again, to 
quote Mr Smuts: "Too many ·graduates are over­
qualified and undereducated ." 

Prof Butler (otherwise known as 'The God­
father) a l so spoke .strongl y on the need . for a 
greater sense of. i nt e llectual and other moral­
ity , citing Journalism, Computer Science, and 
Comme r ce students as those most in need of a 
co urse in ethics. It was generally agreed 
t hat due to i ts ' specialised nature and f unction 
the un iversity i s limited in i ts 'influence on 
t he external ~orld, "But it mus t not lose si~ht 
of its existence as guardian of the truth ; it 
must not be swayed by external fo r ces, but be 
a se~vant to society." 

'The Admini strative and Decision-making Pro~ 
cess in Rhodes Univers ity' was discussed on 
August 4. Speakers were Prof Bunting, who 
gave an account of how these processes work ; 
Dr Switzer, Mr R van Deventer, and Mr Ashley 
la Grange . It was genera l ly agreed that . t hsse 
are far too complicated- those co uncils and 
individuals l ower in the heirar chy r efuse to 
take responsibi l ity. and al~ost· all t he final 
decisions are made by the \/C . We a l so have a 
Rhodes 'Mafi a ' , co nsisting of several Old Boys 
·who are in a l most every committee , and permeate 
the system . . The number .of committees sho uld be 
cut down, and t hose r emaining should be run on 

By Val Pienaar 

the system. The number of committees should be 
cut down, and those remaining s hould be run on 
a more democratic basis , with more effective 
student representation. 

·on August 9 , 'The Academic Process in the 
University ' was discus~ed . Speake rs were 
Mrs Lynette Patterson , Prof E Baart, Mr Ken 
Durham, and Mr Don Wi lton. Mrs Patterson 
declar ed : "There is something very ~rang with 
our concept of learning . . . Atmosphere 't ends 

. towafdg that of the teGhnical college • : 
We are not here to gain · kn owledge , but to 
aquire an attitude." Another major pbing wa s 
the question of selecting l ecturing staff; 
lecturers are frequently chosen rather for 
their academic achievements than their abi l i t y 
to teach . There is lack of contact between 
staff and s tudent s, and also poor standards i n 
sett i ng exams . . 

The fina l symposium in t hi s s eries , 'The 
University as a Social Commun i ty ', took pl ace 
on August 9 . Speakei;"s were Prof Dave Woods, 
Mr Mike Strohman, Miss Charmain Kazner, and 
Mr Bruce Davies . They were most concer ned with 
the outdated residence systems. I t was fe lt 
that ' if t he quality of r esidence life were 
improved , more would-be oppidans woul d be tempt 

. -ed to live on campus ; at the same time, th~s 
should at no time be. compulsory , exc.ept perhaps · 
for the fi rst year , and thus the problem of 
anti-socia lness would be removed. Three ma jor 
cflticisms were ~hat the sydtem was too uni~ 
form , th.ere were too . many petty rules, and too 
many rules were unenforceable . All residences 
shoul d be given f ul l administrative a utonomy, 
with a council made up of wardens, senior stu­
dents, and invited me mbers of s taff , Thus each 
res could deci de ~n whether or not i t wished to 
have . formal meals, visitors of the opposite sex 
allowed in r o'o ms , etc ., and peop l e ot' all types 
among the s tudents co uld be cate red for. Total 
segregation of the sexes leads to the deve l op­
ment of the frustrated ' rugger-bugger' type , 
a nd restricts the development of normal male/ 
female relationships. It wa s suggested that 
this could in many ways be responsibl e for the 
serious drinking prob l em a t Rhodes. 

We have yet t o see how much notice is t aken 
of t he suggestions by those in high pl aces . I t 
is to be hoped that they will be taken int o 
account sometime ove r the next decade or so . 



SENATE/SRC 
CLASH 

1 'fhe new constitution was first p·ut to Senate 
on June 22, and. Senate referred i t back to the 
SRC for consideration ; 

Senate did this because they claimed that it 
had not been put to the entire SRC, and that it 
had been hastily prepared. 

They also suggested that the SRC reconsider 
their scrapping of the la Grange clause, set a 
minimum academic standard for candidates, and 
that a hall 6andidate should come fro~ the hall. 

Pete Wilson, who represented the SRC at the 
Senate meeting, had not been thorough ly briefed 
on t .he issue, which accounts for some of Senate's 
claims. 

*The constitution had been circularised to the 
entire SRC, and no objections had been , raised. 

*The constitution had not been hastily pre­
pared; it had been hastily 'typed. 

*In response to ' the other suggestions, the 
SRC dropped the direct sugges tion that cand~cates 

·need not come from the hall, and kept the la 
Grange clause out of the constitution. 

The SRC then requested a special Senat e meeting 
so that the·se elections could be held according 
to the amended constitution. 

Senate would not be 'pressured' into holding 
a special m-eting, and now decided that it would 
not consider the constitution until it had been 
put before the entire student body. · 

In Professor Wood's words . to the SRC , . "How do 
we . know you're not pulling the wool over the 
students' eyes? Don't misunderstand me - there 
is no suggestion that we don't trust you." 

,nevv .. 
constitution 

The Rhodes Uni ve r s ity Student Repr esentative 
Council have drafted a new constitution to 

' replace. the interim cons titution br ought iD by 
the last SRC , three years ago . 

Three sets of ch-nges a r e involved in the 
constitution here they are, together with 
comments from SRC member Izak Smuts , who ha s 
~een deeply involved in the new constitution 
from the start . · 

The first set of changes are merely formal 
alterations to correct ambiguities and patent 
errors in the constitution. 

Secondly, the controversial La Grange · clause, 
which prohibits f ull-time Univer~~ty employees 
(§i j unior l ect urers and those .who hand out 
tennis balls in the Sports Union offices ) who 
a·re nevertheless students, from being eligible 
to stand for electiorr, is to be scrapped . 

The third area· for changes is i n ttie organiz­
ation of SRC elections . Among the,proposals 
are: 

tt That students who have studied at other 
universities ~fore coming to Rhodes be e xempt 
from the qualifying period before becoming · 
eligib l e. to vote; 

I 

ttThat the r equirement for unopposed nominat 
-ions to be subject to a 50% poll be dropped. 
"Last year, when I and Pe t e Wilson wer e e l ect ed 
as unopposed candidat~ we had to clear a 50% · 
poll, " said Iza k. "This means a ge ner a l repre~ 
sentative has to get the support of a majority 
of the universi ty, which i s ludic r ous ." 

• That the entire SRC be e l ect ed befor e t he 
SRC president is e l ected . "As it s t ands ," said 
Izak, "you ha ve the possibility of the ca ndidat e 

'being elected SRC pre sident without being 
e l e cted t o t he SRC, 

The re have been no concessinos t o f irst year s 
. other tha n a proposal t o allow them 'to vote in 
referenda afte r they have been a t uni ve r s ity 
for one term. 

A point here: the existing constitution 
aliows the SRC to take .Phe issue directly before 
Sena~. yet the Senate forced t he SRC to take a 
time-wasting alternative route. 

The SRC · advertised the student body meeting 
(remebering that at the last meeting, an ·SRC 
re~ort-back early this year, seven people attend . 
-ed . ) . 

The motion pro~osed was: "That this student 
gathering recommend that Senate approve the· 
proposed amendments to the SRC constitution." 

Forty-nine people arrived at the Zoo lectur e 
theatre last Thursday to debate the motioh, 
proposed and seconded by SRC members Izak Smuts 
and Rob Midgely . The number was a mere 734 
short of the 25% quorum needed for s uc h a student 
body meeting. 

There was some discuss ion at the meeting about 
the la Grange clause, and one student expressed 
co ncern tha t the adverti sement for the meet i ng·. 
had not st~ted that the clause was to be dis cuss-
- ed. Its importance , he said, warranted a full 
student body meeting . 

The motion w~s put to the vot e . There were 
three absteptions , ~nd with 46 votes in favour 
and no-one against, it was passed. 

It will now be submitted to Senete yet again. 

smuts 
.angry 

~ I am distressed by the Senate's handling of 
this i s sue . There is an e l ement of hypocrisy in 
Prof. Wood's words suggesting that we are pull­
ing the wool over .the s t udent s ' eyes . 

. I "And it is also hypoc~itical of Senate t o con­
sider the merits of our a r guments r ather aft er 
token gestures than as they stand . 

"Thanks to this tokenism ins i st ed. on by t he 
Sen~te, there is a"disti nct pos sibility that no 
SRC will be e l ected this year. The old const i ­
tution can hi ndei t he e l ections ." 
(They are being hel d .under the old cons titution; 
the next meeting of Senat e i s thr ee days afper 
e l ections begin.) 

"I wel come con structi ve concern on the 
part of the students " - Dr He nde r son. 

WHY VOTE 

The SRC elections are being held under the 
old constitution. Nominations closed yesterday, 
and ele'ctions proper start on August 23, when 
voting hall reps will be held. ' You'll be ab1e 
t'o vote . for genera l reps on August 31 . 

Why should you vote ? Without an SRC, there 
will be . no body. t o ex~ress an opinion on behalf 
of student s . 

This jea~ ~s SRC has had to work on a two year 
backlog of i nter- and 1intra-varsity contacts. 
Any futune Src has a f irm plat form to build on . 
It wo uld be a pity to let these ~ontacts l 
lapse. 

Students have i mmense unused poser. They 
c ould, theor e tical l y , insist on participati ng 
i ~ their own education . They could make aca­
cemic f r eedom bi -lateral. They could tea ch their 
teac hers to t hrive on love and adnurilltion, 
r ather than fea r and. respect, a nd to lay down 
t heir weapons. · The~ could lea rn t o dance by 
dancing on t he I BM cards . They co uld make col­
ouring books out of t h.e catalogs and put the 
grading syst em in a mu se um . . 

And, ·bel ieve it or not, they · could study eager 
- ly· and l ear n pr odi giously f or the bes t of all . 
possi ble reasons - their own reasons, 

They could , but t hey haven't begun to t hink · 
about it . For sludents the hardest battle isn't 
with Mr Cha r lie . I t' s wha t Mr Charlie has done 
to your mi nd. 

nusas 
consas 
fedsas? 

The 'new' Nusas const'itution has proved un­
satisfactor y to a numbe r of exe c . member s and 
extensive c ha nges have been pr oposed. 

A number of the pr oposals t hat t he various 
SRC's are pr esent l y voting on were previously 
drafted as a pe r sona l s t atement by Rob Midgely, 
I za k Smuts and Bruce Davies - their 'ideal' 
confederat ion of SRC' s . 

The a im of t hese proposa ls is t o bring Nusas . 
ful l y into the contro l of the SRC' s and e xclude 
l ocal committees f rom organizational power. 

The motions t o be voted on a r e : 
*That the Nusas executive consist ~solely 

of SRC presi de nt s add ·a nat ional organizational 
pr e siden t who must be or have been an SRC .. 
membe r and a f ull time student. This excludes 
a ny f ull- t i me paid ' executi ve from t he organiz­
ation . 

*That only SRC members a r e repr esented a t 
the Nation.a l Counci ls and Congr esses - and only 

't hey have voting r i ght s . , 
*Tha t all SRC ' s. have equa l representat ion. 

T·hi s aims f~r parity and has been jus t ified by. 
Izak Smut s who said. tha t "We are now a confe d­
erat i on of SRC ' s and SRC' s . only . Equa l r e pre ­
s entation is t he only way we can s uccessfully 
operate . " Rob Midge l y commented t hat ·these pro­
posa l s wi l l a llow th~ organization to become a 
t r uly SRC or ganisat ion - "Whic h me·:ms r eprese n­
tation of a l l opinions , not :a llowi ng for clique 
control . " 

I t i s expected t hat the l a nger campuses wi l l 
oppose t his mot ion s ince equa l represe ntati~n 

wi ll reduce their contr ol of t he Student Un1on . 
Another pr oposal emanat ing f r om Rhodes ha s been 

t he sugges t i on that Nusas changes its name -
but it has not bee n voted on. "We fe e l that it 
i s 1 pi t y t ha t the · name- change · i s sue wasn ~t 
t aken up . We are no longe r a uni on, but a new 

· organiza t i on, and we need a new name t o match 
our new image ." · 
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R GOLF : 1st 
2nd 

E TENNIS: 1st (MEN) 
ht(WOMENl s 2nd(MEN) 
2nd (WOMENl 

u SCUBA 
SPEARFISHING 

L SQUASH : 1st (MEN) 
1s t(WOMENl 

T 2nd (MEN) 

HOCKEY: 1st (MEN ) 

s 1st (WOMEN) 
2nd(MEN) 
2nd(WOMENl 

INTER VARSITY 

RU UPE 
Er 4 
1 0~ H 

4· 5 
1 8 
2 4 
15 4 

1 5~ 2 (]~ 
cancelled 

4 0 
5 0 
3 

1 3 
5 2 
1 4 
2 

~OOPS TALK 
What else is there to talk about but Inter­

varsity? The fact that Rhodes won both the 1st 
XV match and the overall competition is not 
really as inportant in retrospect as the fact 
that the whol e tourna.ment went off without any 
organisational or behavioral hitch. However . .. 

There wa s a lighte r side to .the visit from 
our neighbours. This yea r s tournament - proper 
started on Friday _ afternoon at Kowie. The 
results of the "regatt a" were a foregone con­
cl.usion long before the fi-rst blade struck water. 
I am no doubt sure that the little .old ladies of 
George Street had much admira tion for the many 
carloads .of students headi ng for Kowie . Full of 
inte rvarsit y spirit they were. The Bathurst Re­
fuelling Station. made a r oaring profit by filling 
us wi th spirits of another kind, and on we went 
to the coast. Setting a h_igh standard of be­
bavior,nobody fell i~ the river, though with a ll 
the refreshments flowin g they could happi ly have 
rowed in the boots of their cars. Rhodes won the 
r owing· and lost the darts . The latter was played 
on a handicap basis . Bii~ of UPE had Mike , and 

·Ray of Rhodes had a two quart down-down . 
The tiger hunt at t he _ po ~t - rowing ding ended 

evens and the competitors returned for Saturday' s 
show. The morning provided little i n the way of 
excitement apart from the UPE Men' s Hockey 1st 
team goa lie saving a pena lty flic k to s houts 'of 
''That makes your sports bursa~y good for another 
yea r" and Rhodes junior rugby s ides s triking 
te lli ng blows . 

The only complaint I have with the organisers 
was the ve ry s hort dr i nki ng break between the 
morning proceedings a nd the early matc h on the 
Great Field. 

Pride of place for the afternoon mus t go to 
Cliffie , one of our myriad Black supporte r s , who 
celebrated on~ of his r a re days outside pris on 
by performing on seve r a l occasions afte r Rhodes 
_had scored. 

Another entertainer worthy of mention was an 
ex-Rhodian r ugby pl ayer who kept the cockeyed­
ale party alive with spic renditions of " The 
Gr eat Kidney-Wiper" and · • Eskimo Ne ll" (un­
abri dged and copyrighted) . When tha t s how died 
off at aro und e l even t he remains therof impress­
ed those a t the Bal l with feather-tricks, news­
paper- knocking•and general ly ridiculous ant ics 
but these we r e the boys who had organised and 
won the tournament, so who real ly cared? . 

NETBALL: 1st 
2nd 

TABLE TENNIS : 1st (MEN l 
1st (WOMEN) 
2nd(MENl 

SOCCER : 1st 
2nd 

ROAD RELAY:'l st( MEN) 
1st (WOMEN) 

RUGBY: 1st 
2nd 
U/20a 
U/20b 
3r d 

TOTAL POINTS : 

8 26 
11 15 

0 10 
8 2 
0 10 

3 2 
4 0 

36 . 09 35 . 33 
39 . 45 36. 20 

16 12 
2 29 

24 13 
13 16 
11 8 

38! 35~ 
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•••• • IN PICTURES PIX BY CYRIL DALESKI 

Drummies in action on the Great FieZd First team hookey- UPE move i n .to oZinoh a viotory 

Hannes Marais was there of oourse -
on the si deZines 

Joubert Rabie moves for the baH ~s a Zineout breaks :.q2 · 

AZan Lones ge t s attention after being injured 
i n the 2nd XV rmtoh 

Fast aotion in the Women 's First Team Hookey rmtoh 
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Redford/Hoffman 

Jill The President'S Men' 

ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN (US Z976). Directed by AZan J. PakuZa. With Robert Redford, 
Dustin Hoffman, Jason .Robards, and Martin BaZsam. 

Robert Redford 

In 1949, Robert Rossen's film .AZZ the King ' s 
Men won three Academy Awards , incl uding one 
for the best film of the year . Jt told t he 
story of an idea l ist ic young lawyer named 
Willie Stark who was elect ed Governor of a mid­
Western Amer ican stat e. His am~ition to put 
an end to bureaucratic corr uption died as he 

, himself became corrupt. · 
. Twenty-five years l a t er, an equa lly idealis­

tic (but older) lawyer who had become President 
of the United States simi l arly s uccumbed to 
corruption. There t he s i mi l ari t y ends: St ark 
was assassinated, Rechard Nixon was forced to 
r esign . 

AU the President 's Men is the story of the 
first few months of Watergate. . It begins in 
J une 1972, when Wasgington Post reporters Carl 
Bernstein and Bob Woodward are routinely 
assigned to a minor crime story - a break-in 
at the Democratic National Committee HQ in 
Washington' s Watergate complex. 

'As the pair work on the story, responsibil i ty 
for tne break-in runs ever higher in the Nixon 

new 
street 
drama 

Murray steyn - a new venture into theatre 

hei rarchy. Woodward's source , Deep Throat (a 
high-ranking government official who has yet to 
be identified) confirms t hat the ent ire Uni t ed 
St ates intell igence organisat ion is involved , 
a nd that Bernstein ' s and Woodward ' s l ives are 
i n danger . ' 

The film closes with Nixon taking the oath 
fo r his · second term~f.office whi l e typewriters 
are heard c licking in the ·background, symbol ­
ising t he impending clash between the men in 
power and the ~ocially responsible press . 
. Bernst ein and . Woodward, very ordinary- look­

i ng men, are port rayed by Robert Redford and 
Dustin Hoffman. Redford is i n fact the kingpin 
behind the .film- he owns Wi l dwood Enterprises, 
the. production company. He i s a personal 
friend of both Woodward and Bernstein,· and 
worked with them while they wrote the book 
upon which the script is based. 

The connection runs back even further: back 
in ~ l950 , 13-year old Redford won a tennis 
competition in his .home town in California. 
Senator Richard Nixon awarded the trophy . 
Redford r ecall s : "I thought , ' What a non-per ­
son: Thi s fake h uman! '·~ 

When you ' re bored in Grahamstown, yo u can go 
to a f lick, get slammed at the Graham, pissed at 
the Vic , or motherless at the Mot . 

Drama s t udent Murray Steyn, 23, finds these 
proposa l s unattractive , and he's done somet hing 
to remedy the situation . 
· He's persuaded Tiny , woner of the New St~eet 
steakhouse, t~ open up a restaurant ~ cum-theatre, 
to be called the Cellar . 
, The house adjoining Tiny's is tieirig 'modified 

for this purpose , At one .end of an arched din­
ing area a stage is being erected, where Murray 
hop\3s to str,ge ·one act plays and have l ive music 
performed . 

"Mondays and Fridays will be cel l ar nights , " 
said Murray . You ' ll be able to go in , orde r a 
meal, and b~ .entertained while you eat . " The 
restaurant, however , will be open the, whole 
week . 

The Cellar will also be open to artists wish­
ing to sell paintings ("Where else can you do 
that in Grahamst~wn?"), photographic exhibitions 
a nd slide shows. 

"This is the chance ~or unr ecognised student 
playwrights to have their work aired," Murray 
continued. He hopes fo r a bo hemian atmosphere 
- student orientated; but wide open to townsfolk . ·· 

' The Folk Club has promised strong support fo r · 
the venture, and various Department heads have 
expressed interest in the project . 

Murray hopes event ual l y to open more than 
two nights a wee~. but this will depend on mat - · 
erial being available and s~udent support . 

Althdugh t he Cellar will only seat 4D people , 
programs will be repeated during the night, so 
that ma ny people s hould be ab le to see a partic­
~lar show before the place closes at twel0e . 
. Kaif prices are soaring and. cinema t i ckets 
have go ne up 50% - a night a t the cellar looks 
to be . a bargain pac~age, for Tiny's prices are 
uncoubtedly competitive. 

It is hoped that the first production - a play 
directed by Lyrr Addison - will open on Septem= 
ber lD . The re sta urant itself opens September1 

AZan PakuZa - Director · 

The centre -of the fi l m's action i s the news~ 
room·of the Washington Post, faithful l y recon­
structed at ~ cost of $450 000 at Warner 
s t udios in California - such 'was the concern 
for detail that rubbish was shipp.ed from Post 
waste-paper baskets to fill those on the fi l m 
lot.· Very few of the President's men of the 
title are por trayed in the fi l m. Frank Wills, 
the security guard that discovered the break­
in, plays himself . ' 

Director Alan J. Pakula has fo l lowed the 
Bernstein/Woodward book closely, but then t he 
story i s so well known that he didn't have 
much choice. Pak ula is primarily known for 
KZute . He a l so made an under-rated but very 
sensitive film called Love and Pain and the 
WhoZe Damn Thing. 

Today Carl B·ernstein and ·Bob Woodward are 
fo ld-heroes·and very rich men. Watergate was 
the most shattering political revelation of the 
century: In the year when America, 20D years 
old last month , is t aking a long hard l ook at 
itself , AU t(!e Pregident ' s Men should provi de 
a valuable 'aid in t hat pr ocess of self- examin­
ation . 

ARTS AND SCIENCE WEEK WINNING DISPLAYS 

lst: Botany 2nd: Tie between Envirac and 
Micr obiology 3rd : Phys ed 
Judges : The lma Henderson ; . Prof .Schutte ; Vince 

Message ; Richard Humphri es . 
"The qua l ity of the di splays was uniforml y 

good, and t~e participants are to be commended 
for their. efforts . " 

.Rhodeo is the official- pubZication of the SRC 
of Rhodes University, Grahamstown. Staff: 
Br uce Cohen, editor, Ben ·MacZennan, VaZ Pienaar, 
Martin . Feinstein, Gordon· Cramb, Bon.ny Schoon­
akker, Rog Browning, Brett Hi Zton Barber, Rob 
Cooper and Dave CoZman . Pix by Boy Johnson· and 
Cyri l DaZeski, cartoons by Pat Urry and ~ke 
Adams . 



-PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 

The winning print of the' Arts & Science Photographic SaZon - by cyriZ DaZeski. 

There were many more photographs on exhibition this.year than last year, and the judges 
CCJrmBnted on the generally higher standard. 

They awarded a fir.st, second and fifth prize to Cyril Daleski, obviously struck by his 
professional approach and high print quality. 

Although there were many good photographs on show, a large proportion were badly 
printed, and it was on print quality that the final judgemn:t rested. Jon Inggs won a 
·third prize, and Kenny Pinchuck a fourth. 

M. de Cippola's collection of prints, with their off-beat techniques and limited subject 
matter, were perhaps the most innovative of the exhibition. 

There was a lack pf the full tdnal range - · no blacks- in otherwise intriguing work. 
More careful darkroom· work and self criticism before the ·exhibition should make next yea·rs 
show even better. 

D>~iPJ"A 
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The SRC calls for nominations for 

1977 Rhodeo editor. Requirements 

are: a nominator 

seconders 

a manifesto, to be handed in 

to the SRC Permanent Secretary by 

31st August. 

VC DISTRUST 
The VC's office came under fire last week 

~hen the SRC ~a~sed a motion expressing dis­
approval of the office's delay jn sending a 
letter of invitation to Jan Marais. 

Mr Marais, head of the. gigantic Trust Bank 
corporation, was chosen by the SRC to be., 
opening speaker for Arts and Science week after 
the SRC had heard that he would be willing to 
speaK. 

The SRC's .decision was fo rwarded to the VC in 
April, as it is his prerogative to invite the 
guest speaker. 
After an.inquiry by SRC member Mr A. Heyden­

reych early in June, the VC disclosed that ·he 
h~d not yet sent the letter, but promised to do 
so. 
.At the end of June, the VC notified Mr Heyden­
reych that no reply had been received from Mr 
Marais, and asked for a second choice of spea­
ker. 

In mid-July it was discovered that the second 
speaker would not be ab l e to attend. As the VC 
had, according to Mr Heydenreych, a lready ex­
pressed a willingness to be the opening speaker 
he was given the platform. 

Rhodeo discovered last week th~t · Mr Marais' 
secretary, in Cape Town, has no record ei ther 
of an invitation extended t~ Mr Marais, nor 
of a reply from him. 

EXAMS­
SUDDEN-DEATH 
JOURNALISM 

by . Ben Maclennan 
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Professor Baart's almost clinical analysi~ of 
the examination system at the Arts & Science 
Week forum showed a complete disregard of the 
human aspect ·of exams. · 

He did not consider · the students: students who 
become literally suicidal, physically ill, .~ nd 
who seriously consider dropping out ; only as 
exams approach, and at 'no other .time. 

There is clearly something wrong with this 
system, and it deserves a more critical treat­
ment than it received at the symposium. 

One comment of .Prof Baart's that deserves to 
be repeated here , is this: "If we do want to ' 
test students under stress, perhaps we could 
even stand· behind them and tap them on the 
head with little hammers as they write their 
exams." 

The close correlation between exam and term 
marks in the English Department, especially in 
the second and third years, would suggest not 
that exams are successful measurements of a 
student's ability, but (at least in this depa­
rtment J that they are totally un.ecessary. 

Rhodeo asked English lecturer Mr Geoffrey 
Hutchings, who has taught at the Education De­
partment of the University of Keele, in the .. 
U.K ., to comment on the examination system. 

"Exams are given tremendous prominence in .our 
educational system, and they become the tail 
that wags the entire academic dog," he said. 

"Both teacheis and taught tend to see their 
goals in terms of the examination system. Stu­
dents are often not interested in'learning thi­
ngs which are not directly of u~e to them in 
exams." 
Te~chers often compose lectures with this end 

· in mind, said Mr ~utchings. Material was fed to 
the student, digested or not digested, and fed 
back to the lecturet. 

"There is an obvious point to make regarding 
the humanities. In a three year degree a lot of 
attention is given to training students to thi­
nk, weigh evidence, check sources and pultivate 
self criticism ~--

"Then they set up a system where the major 
part of their asessment i s a three hour test 
in sudden-death journalis~.· 

What must be remembered in any academic disc­
ussion such as the one Prof Baart was involved 
in is that, almost by definition, a university 
is staffed by people who have survived the 
examin~tion system: and the prevale·nt attitude 
seems to be "I've survived it, so it must be 
okay." 

FINE ART 
UNHYGENIC 

First-year Fine Art students ' have made direct 
representations to the VC over their 'imposs~ 

ible' working conditions. 

1n a statement handed to the VC, they asked 
for a reduction in fees and compensation for 
material lost due to renovations taking place 
at St Peter's Annexe, where they have been 
working this year. 

The~ claimed that the toilets there had no 
doors and that there was no water available, 
necessary for personal hygiene and cleaning 
brushes . 

During exqms, they said, they had been upset 
by workmen on the roof and 'constant distui­
bances' . 

According to one student, the VC expressed a 
sincefe interest in their complaints. 

The VC and the Dean of Arts are expected to 
meet with the staff of the Art School this 
week to conclude the matter. 
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Rhodeo 
Editorial 

So t he coun t ry burns; well, large parts of it 
anyway . 

At the time of going to press, Grahamstown is 
still the flaccid , placid symbol of colonial 
quietude it usually is . 

It ' s not surprising that in this misty aca­
demic euphoria , the SRC passed no motions, gen­
erated . no d~bate- NOTHING . 

B!Jt then it doesn't really matter. The hatred 
of the Black . population is .unaffected by White 
student arrogance or solidarity. The violence 
that spr~ngs from oppression.:has its own inter~ 

nal logic - an irreversible momentum that not 
even the nation of policemen that we 
halt .• 

are, can 

The apparent calm that shrouds Grahamstown 
Should not dull our awareness - the i s sues 
are not smouldering behind academic debate -
they are the raging furious flames of hatred . 

Philosophise , rationalise, close yo ur e yes, 
arm yourself or freak out - it ·doesn't matte r 
what yo'ur ideological preoccupations may be; 
it's happening, and it ' s happening now.' 

This is the last issue of Rhodeo this ye~r. 
As far as ffhodec goes, it's been a fair year; 
10 issues· were printed in spite of many ha ssles . 
The increase of the SRC grant next yea r should 
ensure the regular publication of Rhodeo. 

SNIPPETS 
What can you say about 20 DOD t ons of concre t e 

half a doze n fl ag poles , a nd a curio s hop ? 
Some comments from the 1820 Monument vi s i tor s ' 
book: 

Bad copy of Voortre kker Monument. 
Too beautiful for words. 
Too / COstly . : 
Mainly cold but warm in parts . 
Hollow. 
Not long enough . 
Complete dearth of signboards; comple te luck 

that we fo und it . 
If it were done when it were ·don e , the n it 

is well that. it wer~ done well. 
Moes in PE gewees het . 
Very NAARS . 
Rock of British Imperial~sm. 

' Jolly good show. · 
Concrete. 

Eek . \ 
R7 million - for THIS? 
Potently evil. 
Interesting . 
~ood but large. 
Thank you. 

THE SRC CALLS FOR NOMINATI ONS FOR EDITOR FOR 

ASPECT, TO BEGIN PUBLICATION NEXT YEAR . 

REQUIREMENTS : NOMINATOR 

SECONDERS 

MANIFESTO 

TO BE HANDED I N TO THE SRC PERMANENT SECRETARY 

BY AUGUST 31 . 

Dear Sir, 
In the light of an article in the last issue 

of Rhodeo, and a letter in the last issue of 
Oppidan, it seems that many basic misconceptions 

.exist with regard to our plahs for Aspect, the 
new Annual publication that has · been formed by. 
the amalgamation of Rhodian and Forum. 

,I take exception to Mr Don Maclennan's state­
ment that Forum "shouldn't be contaminated, by 
being mixed with Rhodian". ~e impl i es that 
Aspect will be no better than a school magazine . 
when he in fact has no knowledge of Aspect's 
editorial policy . 

It is precisely because we are trying to get 
away from Rhodian's past image as a school mag­
azine that Aspect was created. Aspect wi ll 

· not be a shop window - it cannot be equated 
with a publication like Rhodes Review, which is 
purely a RR exercise. Aspect will essentially 
be an academi c publi cation, and our main goal 
will be as great a degree of objectivity as . 
the University censors will allow . 

While I have always been aware t hat innovat­
ion and B~ferprise are met with cynicism on 
this ' campus, I feel that .it is unfair and un­
justified t o rej ect Aspect by equating it with 
student pub l ications of the past. 

Sincerely , 
John McCormick - Co-editor, Aspect . 

LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Si r ~ 

I f-ind it incohgruo us that Rhodeo , t he st udent 
newspape r of t he only Englis h university i n 
So uth Africa with a journalism school, s hou l d 
be qtruggling to s urvi ve beca use rif a lack of 
i nte res t and poor management. 

I don 't know wha t Professor Gif fard does all 
da~ with that bicycle in his office , but he 
should. f ind time t o· encourage more int(3rest · 
among his s tudents . 

The condition of the student newspaper must 
r efl ect on t he journalis m depa rtment - s ure l y a 
course in journalism should infect s tudents with 
at least some int erest i n t he subject ? 

For God's s a ke, i f Tony Giffa r d and hi s cr ew 
- 'a frust r ated Marxist , Trans-at l antic import , 
public ity offi cer' s s po use , a nd an Eyore don ' t 
t ake t he degree seriously, who wil l ? 

Cert ain l y not SAAN , ce r tainly not t he Argus 
Gr oup, an d certainly not t he people like phot og­
r a phe r Sam Knox , who dropped out ·af the course 
i n orde r t o_ becor(E a j ournalist~ or t he c·erta i n 
l ady r eporter who says s he managed to become a 
jour na l ist i n spite of doing a B. Journ. 

Yours sincer ely, -, 
Batman. 

Dear Sir, 
Ar e t he edi tors of Rhodeo so t ota lly l acking 

in imagin~tion t hat they ha ve to r esort to . 
fab'r i ca ted t rivia in order to f i ll their mag­
azine? Apar t from being of no general : inter est 
t o Rhodians , the arti,c le about my hitching 
expierie nce l acked sincerity, journa l istic 
s ki l l, and was i n ver y poor t a s te , bes i des 
which I was •apparent l y the only person inter­
viewed i n an alleged Rhodeo ' survey ' i nto hitbh 
-hiking . The article was not wri tten by the 
pe r so n who i nterviewed me which might account 
fpr the compl ete unconsiste ncy between the 
~ uestions l was as ked a nd what appear ed i n the 
art ic l e . Fur ther more , I ha ve no need to hi t ch­
hi ke i n Cape Town (as a lleged)' s ince I ha ve my 
own transport and have hitched only once at 
Rhodes . 

Per~aps next we can find out how ma ny times 
a ·wee k Boet Maalkop changes his socks ? 

Yours , 
Ann Power . 

Dear Anne, , 
The answer to your .first question is, yes • . As 

regard{3 your other oorrunents, nothing appears to 
be of any great interest to RhOdians. !Ihe art­
icle did ~aok sincerity, for obvious reasons -
it was a satirioa~ report. The survey referred 
to was a one- person survey, whioh somewhat ~im­
its the va~idity of its findings, but makes them 
no ~es interesting .. 

The artio~e was, in faot, written by the per­
. son who i nterviewed you, and he assures me that 
your printed statements. are aoou~te reoords of 
what you aotua~~y said. 

Ben M:J.o l ennan. 

-
. ' 

Third term thrash is heavi ly on us 
So some will try to give wo.rk a bash 
I f ·the facts from exams .maybe -damned 
But the l egendary lure 'Of lusty legs 

the crams. 

Will be the undoing of many too : 
Resolutio-ns are seldom so lutions . 

• •••••••••• 
Campus toilets· are truly a trip. 
While you sit in the Library at a squeeze 
Yo u can read all the invites to a grip 
Dr c heck on limericks with .ease. 
I n the · Zoo block you could get stuck, 
Their laos are marked LADIES and MEN--
Who knows where the women and gentles muck? 

****'***** 

Prices in Kaif have , retched a new high, . 
And lunch-time throngs an all-time low. 
For a boycott I heard a silent· sigh : 
I f i t we r e n' t such a bourgeois s how 
And sent out bette r vibes than Radio Last Hope 
It wouldn't be clutching for a rope. 

**** * **** I 

Schools and buses brightly bur n , 
Burn baby burn , in a . fearful freedom yearn. 
Kids are shot a nd r iots rage 
And agitators are ardently at it ( ?.J 
But here at Rhodes i t s all on the page . 
Time was , when pinko- l ibs would've petiti oned 

~he Minis t e r ,, 
Torchli ght vigils, or something' sinister. 
If .we burn· down Be'i t 
We might r iva l ·Soweto 
And maybe give s omeone a fright. 
Our perforating Professor 
Getting -off with a f i ne--
Of our gun-happy society surely a sign : 
If you can't control t hem, shoot more : : 

I DON'T THINK. 
Arts and Science dwelt largelY on dying, 
The Committee must've . thought ot those black 

babes c r ying, 
Dr was it to pr e pare us for the coming crash? 
Azania youth-anasia, a n~tional flash . 

Grap hol ogi s t welcomes enqu~n.e s f rom students 
a nd members of staff interested· in having a 
cbnf identia l cha r a cter ana lysis~ 

Mr A Kennard Davis, 
S:·Noel St reet 
Tayban k 
Por t Elizabe t h 
6001 

Bi r ths : In Settler ' s Hospita l, on Saturday 
August 14th, an Blb 9oz boy . 

Be a real MAN 
A hairy manly chest makes. 
you INSTANTLY more . 
successful with women 



COLOURED 
"The aim of the new Cadet Training Centre ••• 

is to build tJp a feeling of national pride 
among Coloured youths, as well as pride in 
their work, and to provide the private sector 
with trained and disciplined workers." -Co. 
J.C. van Dyk, Centre Principal. 

CONCENTRATION CAMPS 
THIS IS THE CAPE LIBERAL TRADITION 

Recent Press reports of widespread arrests of 
'Coloured' men in the Cape . and strong 'Coloured' 
discontent in connection with .the Cadet Act 
have prompted questions in Parliament and an 
in-depth investigation of the Act by the Cam­
paign against Racial Discrimination (CARD) ~n 

'fape Town. 

The Training . Centres for Coloured Cadets Act · 
No. 46 of 1967, known as the Cadet Act, provides 
for the establishment of training centr.ed for . 
the training of cadets for any kind of employ­
ment, and requires all Coloured men between the _ 
ages of 18 and 24 to register for training -
failure to do so can result in arrest and im­
prisonment. 

The Cadet Act was introduced by the National­
ist ·Minister of Coloured Affairs, and was sup­
ported by the United Party and the Federated 
Chamber of Industries. The Progressive Party 
and the Teachers League of South Africa opposed 
the Bill in toto, while the Labour Party called 
on Parents not to allow ·-their sons to register 
until facilities and wages equal to those of 
White military trainees were offered. 

This seems relatively innoccuous. However it 
is against a background of forced labour systems 
throughout South Africa that it must be viewed. 
Mines, farms and factories have been built on 
the .backs of cheap, submissive labour - predom­
inantly Black - but in recent years the 'Col­
oured' - labour force has been increasingly affect 
-ed by statutory laws and administrative edicts 
in the interests of White industries. 

Despite assurances by the Minister of Coloured 
Affairs that ~it is not the intention to employ 

general interrogation in the streets and large­
scale prosecutions", press report s of mass 
arrests in terms of the Act became common, 
particularly in Cape Town, where on one occa­
sion it was reported that 79 'Coloured' youth's 
had been detained i n six days in Athlone by 
police for not registering. 

The terrible paradox of the Cadet Act is that 
only a few hundred 'Coloured' workers are being 
called up . - yet the real fear of such a fate 
influences many thousands of workers to put 
their heart and soul into their work (for 
White firms) l~s they be called up. Nationalist 
MP Dr S.W. Vander Merwe said in Parliament: 
"Perhaps many of these people will never see 
the training centres because the fact that they 
have been registered will prompt them to greater 
serviceability ... 

Any 'Coloured' male who is calied up and 
fails to report for training is liable to a 
R300 fine or three years or three years impris­
onment or both. The 'training' is supposed to 
produce 'indigenous reliable labour to replace 
foreign (African) labour ;in . the Western Cape" 
according to Die Burger (8:3 :67). The connect­
ion with the Nationalist policy of Black urban­
influx reversal is clear. The 'training' in­
cludes physical exercises, sport, drilling, and 
the performance of any kind of work, but con­
sists mainly of training for any kind of employ 
-ment, usually for a year. This period may be 
extended if the cadet has not rendered '·satis­
factory service', i.e. if he has caused any 
trouble to his White employers. 

Discipline in the camps and once the cadet is 
in employment ·is militaristic: including punish 
-ments such ·as forfeiture of privileges, for­
feiture of allowances, increases in work-hours 
or pack drill exercises, or confinement. Even 
when the cadet leaves the centre for 'empla'y­
ment' he remains subject to these measures until 
he is finally discharged, and during this period 
the consent of the Training Centre principal 
has to be obtained for the cadet to take leave. 

During his training period, the cadet receives 
as much pay as us determined by the Minister of 
Coloured Affairs . together with the Minister of 
Finance. · Says one cade t who prefers t o r e main 
anonymous: "When I was recruited I was earning 
R23 a month; in the camp we were all paid R9 a 
month no matter what we did." 

IM ALLWHITE 
A large proportion of both Afrikaans and 

English speaking students in South 'Africa are 
in th~ir fortunate position, not through acad­
emic merit but because of an inheritance which 
is given to every ' white' South African th­
rough accident of birth. There are 4 million 
'whites', 2 million ' coloureds ', 709 , 000 
Asians and almost 18 million Blacks in South 
Africa, yet in 1974 , there were 95,589 'white' 
enrollments in universities compared to 3 ,142 
'coloureds', 4,863 Asians and 7,845 Black en-
rollments. 

These figures could be 'misleading , however, 
for between the years 1968 - 1969 Whites were 
awarded 35 times as many degrees as Blacks. · 
This gap is not closing. Although in the maj ­
ority, Blacks have a considerably reduced 
oppurtunity to attain higher education . . 

This trend is apparent in both primary and 
secondary education. Betwee n 1973 - 1974 the 
total Government expenditure for education was 
divided up as R37l,l million for White prov­
inces, R42,2 million for the Dept . of Bantu 
Education and R53,8 fnillion for Black homeland 
government educational programmes .. Within the 
same period of time the per capita expenditure 
for education ranged fiom R387 - R557 accord-
ing to province for Whites and R28, 56 for 
Blacks in White areas . . 

WHITE 

COLOURED 

ASIANS 

BLACKS 

POST GRADUATE BACHELORS POST GRADUATE 
DEGREES DEGREES DIPLOMAS 

3 , 070 7,683 1. 286 

21 123 23 

70 294 46 

64 373 77 

By Martin Feinstein 

Conditions ·in the camp are far from adequate 
in . terms of ensuring a 'feeling of national 
pride' or 'pride in their work'. 
Some comments from thS trainees who wish to 
remain anonymous: 

"All our thihking was done for us, and if 
we did not toe. the line we were beaten with a 
stick." 

"Our main punishment was to be sent to the 
cells, usually for a week." 

"We especially hated having to work in' our 
wuperiors •, gardens. Most of us found this very 
degrading." 

"I especially hated the forced long-distance 
runs and be.ing made to crawl through the dust." 

"Once a . cadet was beated till he bled and 
then tied to a pole. His friends had to carry 

· him while he ·was still tied to the pole. The 
beating took place in ' the bush and the author­
ities did not know about it." 

The situation today is in fact mar archaic . 
than it was in 1828, when Ordinance SO provided 
that "no Hottentot ot other free person of · 
colour lawfully residing in this colony (Cape) 
shall be subject to any compulsory service to 
which otper of his Majesty's s ubjects are not 
liable." · 

The reintroduction of the concept of compuls­
ory labour, far from being 'beneficial' ': to the 
Coloured population , is beneficial only to 
short-term White interests, and in the long 
run can only be a source of discontent and 
friction. 

"We (the ruling class) are now forced as a 
result of these years of neglect (by the State) 
t~ introduce a system of labour camps - ~11 
.rlght, call them training camps and make it 
sound as nice as pollible - - as part of South 
Africa' s economic and social l i fe." - Mrs 
Ca the rine Taylor, MP'(UP). 

JACK 
by Roger -Browning 

Simi l ar ly, Government policy is responsible 
for various social disadvantages . Education is 
neither compulsory nor free for- Blacks whilst 

· it is for Whites under sixteen . In Sowet6 
there is a lack of an estimated 60 schools in 
the township (U.N. Study of Apartheid ) . This 
could partly account for the percentage of 
over - l S ' s with no schooling standing at 
51,8% for Blacks a nd 0,9% for Whites . There 
are also 4, 606,756 Blacks over t he age of 18 

. who have not passed Std . 2 . Surprisingl y , 
there are 32 , 273 Whites with a similar lack 
of Std . 2 education in the Republic. 

Should equal educational oppurtunities be 
open to al l races, and any conseq uent attempt 
at achieveing a higher education be based on 
merit alone and not financial or racial fav­
our , many stude nts who would have had t he 
o~purtunity to attend a University would not 
otherwise have done so . Intelligence is not 
the sole criterion of entering a South African 
University 'and eve r y student is involved with 
Government policy, perhaps through accident of 
choice, a nd so should not hold hims~lf or her­
self in high esteem for each has taken advantage 

of the system which exists. 
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THEATRE ON .CAMPUS bums tits and 
greasepaint 

GO DOT I saw a production of 'Godot' at Wits four 
years ago . Fi ve players on a stage, with one 
t ree. Si le nces, rythmic dialogue, and va udevill e 
mi me held me througho ut. ~he dialogue ended 

with: - Wel l ? Shall we go? 

bu t 
The 
up. 

- Yes, lets go. 
nobody we nt ' anywhere, 
scene on ~tage fro~e. 
Two mi nutes later the 

au dience began t o lea~e. 

audience or pl ayers. 
The hpuse l ight s we n ~ 

first members of the 

Since t he n I have heard and read diverse 
comm13 nts and views on the play, most of which 
obsc ure its va l ue unReccessarily. Va lid, but 
wrongly emphasised conjecture has been lar ge l y 
due to t he play's fairly immediate success and 
all that came . wit,h it: ' Godot' became virtually 
a set-pi ece and symbol of the t heatre of the 
abs urd. Desolate post - war Europe. Man in his· 
godless ~echan ica l universe. Existentialism. 
Stuck in this space, impotent to move. Waiting _ 
for him. And of-co~rse, who or what is he? 

Richard Mackenzie and Graham Brown, co-direct­
i ng 'Go dot ' he r e next month, are keen to dis'­
cover and po r tray in.the finest detail they can, 
the not - so-·st r a nge relationships between the 
people on stage: why they need each other, or 
don ' t; or don't like to but have to ~ 

I sat in 6n · a very early rehearsal. So f t­
spoken Mackenzie 'was running things, and a l though 
decisive abou t where , how, and when he wanted 
things to happen, ne s t ill welcomed an amo unt of 
innovation from the actors . 

"I mig ht have a firm idea already ·about how 
one of them i s goi ng to do ~ ce rt ain scene, but 
they come CjCro.ss new things as they get to know 
their parts. The actors I'm working with are 
very different sorts of people. Jon and Dennis 
(Vladimir and Estragonl are fast workers, while 
Mike and Vi r gilio are slower at loosening into 
their parts, so we get unexpected feedback 
whic h we have ~o chop according to our concept­
ions . " 

. I told him I had seen a production at Rhodes 
which had f~iled, I thought~ mainly becaus~ 
there had been two directors . 

"Yes, Graham and I certa.inly have differenc~s 
~n interpretation and emphasis, but t he r e's no ·' 
quest ion of that becoming appa r ent i n the fin­
i s hed product. We sort things out before pass­
in i them on to the actors . Anyway, clas hes an d 
r esol LJti ons a re more often en li ghtening· th<;m 
destruqtive. The Royal Shakespeare Compani has 
up to t hree derectors on a production these days 

At o~e s tage we were considering one act each, 
bu t that would have · been ridiculous -- we might 
as wel l have don e two separat e plays." 

Beckett' s own directions a r e very comprehen­
sive. I asked wh ether they ' d thought of violat­
i ng the se. 

"At one s t age we thought of doing the play 
wit h Bl ack c hara cters . It could work dramatic­
a l ly, and we i ho ught it might ma ke a powerful 
sta t ement i n this country. But we want to dir­
ect a play of Becket t 's, and to make it black 
woul d ma ke it topica l and linked t o a specific 
sit uat ion whic h I am sure he never i ntended. 
We 're concerned with the di a logues, we don't 
dis t ort the s cript itse lf." 

Br own was n ' t at this pa rti qular rehearsal, 
and s i nce I was .interested to know whether they 
had adop t ed any ideas which were specifically 
hi s, I had to get at thi s through Mackenzie. 

"Gra ham's workin g really on an idea about 
various dia iogues bet ween Vladimir and Estragon 
which he fe el s have a symphonic balance about 
t hem -- .t yp i ca lly the sort iJf quick, one-sen­
tence r ejoi nersi pun ctuated. by silences and 
pa uses. The si l e nces aren' t just brea ks between 
words, t hey' r e timed things which make up an 
overall . rhyti'hm." 

Abo ut half way thr ough the r e hearsal there 
was a tea-b r eak during whic h talk was of pub~ 

lici t y, and i t wa s decided that each actor 
s hould contact a .different newspaper. Mike 
Newl ands (Pozzo ) who sacrificed all , and I mean 
all, of his hair for the sake of the play, offer­
ed t o cove r the Time s of London ~ : 

After tea , with the resumption of rehearsals, 
I became .acutely awar e of ·a series of levels 
operating, whi c h might seem screamingly obvious 

•to drama stude nts or anyone who ha s been close-
ly involved in a pr oduction , but whic~ certain­
ly isn ' t part of the theatre-goers experience. 
There was the play for a start, not only its 
script; but a lso its inevitable aura,being the 
exceptional play it is. Then the r e was the 
director, or in this case two . And be l ow t hi s , 
,sublimated to the directo r s. larger conception, 
was a leve l at,whic h the actors were directing 
themselves , coordinating sound, movement, and 
f acial expressions. which is an essential part 
of this play. 

. Performances run from September 8th--12th, 
do.n ' t miss it . 

Davli! Co Zerran 

THE OWL · AND THE PUSSYCAT 
Edward Lear, the famous Victo r i an childre n 's poet, one wrote a no(lsense 
rhyme beg':).nning 

"The owl ~nd t he pussyca t went ta sea 
In a bea utifu l pea-green boat 
They t oo k s ome money and plenty of honey 
Wrapped up i n a f i ve pound note ... II ' 

The speech and drama students enga ged in the play "The Ow l and the 
Pussycat" (due to open in the Rhodes Theatre next week) a r e t aking i t 
all rather seriously - or , at leat, , more . . serious l y tha'n did Edward 
Lear. 
They're working on an adapta tion of a number of Le a ~ poems put to­
gether by Sheila Ruskin . Lear 's mo s t entert ai ni ng characters - Owl, 
Pus~ycat, The Runcibl e Spoon, the Quangl e Wangle , the Dong wi th the 
Luminous Nose and the Plum Puddi ng Flea - a r e gathe r ed toget her fo r 
what promises to be a very enjoya bl e eveni ng fo r old and you ng alike· 

August 26 wili see the owl and the pussy searching for a wedding ri ng, 
being threa tened by t he vill a ino us Pl um Puddi ng Flea. and being saved 
by the Runcible Spoon . Right on - the g'ood guys a l ways win : 

.. 

So M~ forth~ 5wpi~ ... 1 t. tried f:t> po.ir 
~~t~&.\1 ... ~t:e.rf 'Me.. off w j ck 0. 
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