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VICE-CHANCELLOR'S SPEECH FOR PLAQUE CEREMONY - TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY

The land on which Jé are gathered together today has been
dedicated to the cause of education for nearly one hundred
years, since the Community of the Resurrection of our Lord
bought a property known as Eden Grove in 1884. Under the
guidance and leadership of the Community's first Mother
Superior, Mother Cecile, the Community became an important

factor in education in the Eastern Cape.

The first school to be opened in these grounds was called

St. Peter's, hence the name we use today, St. Peter's campus.

The order also opened an orphanage, a boarding house for the
children of railway employees, and finally established the
Grahamstown Training College for Teachers in 1894. At the
same time, in very different circles, plans were developing
for the establishment of a university in the city, and in

1904, Rhodes University was established.

These two educational institutions grew up side by side and
were linked together in many ways, for example, three principals
in succession were 0l1d Rhodians - Sister Francis Mary, Sister

Truda and the first lay principal, Mrs Craig.

Professor Suggit has already mentioned many of the ties that
bind us together in the cause of education and I should like to
say how very fitting it is that the present Mother Superior

of the Community, Mother Mary Eleanor, who is, I believe, the
only South African born Mother Superior the Community has ever
had, should be with us today to unveil the commemmorative plaque

CounNciL,

of the National Monuments cemmittee.



UNVEILING OF THE PLAQUE ON THE OCCASION OF THE CHAPEL OF
ST MARY AND ALL THE ANGELS BEING DECLARED A NATIONAL MONUMENT
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The land on which we are gathered today has been dedicated

to the cause of education for nearly one hundred years since
the Community of the Resurrection of our Lord bought a property
known as Eden Grove in 1884. Under the guidance and leadership
of the Community's first Mother Superior, Mother Cecile,

the Community became an important factor in education in

the Eastern Cape.

The first school to be opened in these grounds was called

St Peter's, hence the name we use today, St Peter's campus.

The order also opened an orphanage, a boarding house for

the children of railway employees, and finally established

the Grahamstown Training College for Teachers in 1894. At

the same time, in very different circles, plans were developing
for the establishment of a university in the city, and in

1904, Rhodes University was established.

These two educational institutions grew up side by side and
were linked together in many ways, for example, three principals
in succession were 0ld Rhodians - Sister Francis Mary, Sister

Truda and the first lay principal, Mrs Craig.

Professor Suggit has already mentioned many of the ties that

bind us together in the cause of education and I should like

to say how very fitting it is that the present Mother Superior

of the Community, Mother Mary Eleanor, who is, I believe,

the only South African born Mother Superior the Community

has ever had, should be with us today to unveil the commemmorative

plaque of the National Monuments Council.
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