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"TJ1NG KONG" is by far the most exciting show I have seen'[L in 5 eais. It is not surprising that it has K.O.'d audiences
thr:ou-ghout Squth Africa and captured the imagination of over-
seas producers. Actors and orchestra weII deserved the
applause they received last night from an audience which
packed the Durban City Hall.

I{ere are all the ingredients
required for good entertainment
-- music and lyrics that are
relre siringly new, drama, pathos
and laughter. Set against a back-
ground oI shanty-town life, the
rvhcle becomes a production that
has a peculiar flavour of its own
ancl rvhich rs always vitally aiive.

1 eut ttre magic which makes this
,jazz opera comes from the players
thenselves. They are completely
uninhibited.

Evely movement, every gesture
oI thrs aIl-Alrican cast is as
natulal as sleeping or eating; they
cio not vrali<, they move to
lh-vthm; w-hen they dance their
.ieet seem scarcely to touch the
boalds and, when they sing, notes
flori, frorn them with effortless
ea se.

GLEAB AND RICH
At.rd horv clear and rich and

warn are the voices which, how-
cver, w-ould be heard to greater
arrci better effect if something
coulcl be done to improve the
accoustics in the City I{aJl.

dramatic, poignant moments which
left the audience in a hushed daze
of admiration by a long speech ?

Surely there was some other
way ot getting his points across.

At home, I put on the "King
Kong" record to recapture magical
moments and went to sleep to the
thread of music that starts and
ends the story - the Little Kong
tune played on a penny whistle.
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- each compliments the other and I

1 both h:tve charming voices as well i

as acring abi-irv-
FIUGE CAST

Tirele is not a single misfit in
iire hrlgg CaSt \\'hich SUrfOundS:lrtnr. All contribute to a pro-
duL'rion rvnit,h bogins a lcw erajn South .Alr.icdn ihealrc histor).
;,:Lr, u h,, h at Iirsi gives the Alrican
:,rl uf i,oi lu:1(lJ jor all.istic expres-l o'-r rl Lr"( ri4,ht seLting. A gr.ea,.
dcl,l t,1 thar.hs must go to the
sm:r lL group oI people rvhose
percc.pl.ion macie this possible.
Thanhs too to thosc r,r,ho designediiie Ba-y costumes ancl the cl-ever
decor'.

.. Bui rvhy, oh whl', even though
1l', ( ,, Llre w;rs just. clict th'aI
!, ,,.nl i, ,,d1cer', Mr.. Leon(.i.iri ii.irin. l:,it n.qhi l)A\e 1o snoii
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