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VC seeks funds for 
Rhodes abroad 

ess than 48 hours after 

leav ing the Graduation 
garden party, Rh o des 

Vice-Chancellor Dr David 
Woods was attending the first 

of several scheduled meetings 
tn London , at the beginnin g 

of a two-week visit to Britain. 

His meeting with the 
Cha irman of British Water 
was the fi rst of three in his 

diary for that day . 
Dr Woods is accompanied 

on his trip by Mrs Woods and 
the Director of Marketing and 

Communications, Ms Aletta 
de Villi ers. 

Speaking before his 
departure he said that one of 
the major goals which he hopes 

to achieve in Britain is the 

establishment of a Rhodes 

Charitable Trust and the 
appointment ofT rustees; "Men 

and women of knowledge and 

influence," he said. 
"Such a Trust will enable 

United kingdom -based donors 

to our University to enjoy a 
measure of tax relief," he said, 

"as is the case in the United 

States, where a simil ar Trust 
was established some years ago." 

Dr Woods will a lso, wh il e 

he is away, be meeting with 

Chi ef Executive Officers of 

maj or British companies, 

especially those with an 

interest in South Afr ica and 

the Eastern Cape. H e is , 

obviously , trying to attract 

fund in g for Rhodes . 
Whil e in Britain , and 

th rough the good offices of 
the C hancellor, Dr Cavin 

Reily, Dr Woods wi ll be 
mee t in g with severa l 

influentia l British 
businessmen, at a function to 
be hosted by Dr Reily . He 

and Mrs Woods were also 

scheduled to attend th e O ld 
Rh odi an re -union at South 

Africa House . 
Dr W oods feels that it is 

important to the future of the 

University for him to build up 
long-term rela t ionships with 

the people who he is meeting 

overseas. Amongst these are 

several Old Rhodians. 
"Furthermore ," he adds, 

"relationships of this nature 

must be nurtured and 

enhanced, if necessary by 

means of annual contact. 

Dr and Mrs Woods were 
due to visit Harare and 

Bulawayo en route from London 

to Crahamstown and planned 

to attend O ld Rhodian 

re-unions in both centres. 

A vis it to th e United States 

later this month , with similar 

objectives, is in the 

Vice-Chancellor's diary 

Staff pub closed tonight! 

D
ave's Den w ill not be open 

to ni ght (May 2nd) due to the 

fact tha t many staff members are 
on leave. It wi ll next be open o n May 16th. 
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Honoured by Rhodes 
ive Honorary Doctorates 

were awarded to 
well -known South 

Africans during this year's 

Graduation ceremo ni es in 

Crahamstown last month . 
D ramatist Pieter-Dirk Uys 

received an honorary DLitt 

degree , that of Doctor of 
Laws (h .c. ) was bestowed 

upon forme r Vice-Chance ll or 
of Rhodes , Dr Derek 

Henderson and the Minister 
of Water Affa irs, Dr Kader 

Asmal , and Dr Conrad Strauss 
was awarded an Honorary 

Doctor of Economics degree . 
The Archbishop of Cape 

Dr Conrad Strauss, 
Chainnm1 of the Standard 

Bank Investment 
Corporation, is capped by 
the Chancellor, Dr Gavin 

Reily (above) 

Professor Kader Asmal, 
Minister of Water Affairs 
(right), acb1owledges the 
award of his Honornry 

Doctorate. 

Town , Njongonku lu Winston 
Ndugane, rece ived 

recognition as a Honorary 

Doctor of D ivinity . 

T hey joined some I 000 

Rhodes students who 
graduated durin g the week 

end of 18 Apr iL 

At a ce remo ny to be held 
in the East London City Ha ll 

on 9 May, a further 265 

students will be awarded th eir 
degrees. Mr Justice Arthur 

C haskal so n, President of the 
Consti tutio nal Court, will be 
awarded the Degree of 

Doctor of Laws (h .c.) at this 
ceremony. 



Thanks from Councillor 
The Editor 

I wish to 

express my thanks to all those 

Rhodes colleagues who 

supported my nomination to 

Council as the non-academic 
observer member. My 

successful election to this 

position is as a result of the 
most generous support of so 

many staff members. 

I hope that during my term 

of office as an observer 
member on Council I will be 
able to serve the interests of 

all staff members. I will 
welcome contact from 

colleagues on issues of 
concern and where possible 

will attempt to assist in 
resolving any issues. 

In my capacity as a 
member of the RUSA/NTESU 

RHODES Executive 

Please tell Rhodos! 

hodos invites 

orrespondence on 

atters of concern to 

the University community 

which will indicate the wide 

spectrum of views held and 

will promote further 

discussion. 
A pseudonym is 

acceptable, but the writer 

must supply his or her full 

name and residential address 
to the editor, who will respect 

confidentiality 

Committee I am continually 

involved in assisting 
colleagues and I hope that my 

dual role will enable me to be 
more effective in the future. 

Thank you for your trust in 

me. 
Sincerely, 

Mary Allen 

eads of Departments (and Directors of Institutes and 
Divisions) are invited to forward details of new staff 

members to Rhodos, with a picture if possible, for use in 

our regular editions. 

This will enable us to bring such appointments to the 

attention of their colleagues. 

Staff promotions which occur from time to time are also of 

interest to readers and notification of these would be appreciated. 

Information should be forwarded to the Editor, in the Marketing 

and Communications Division. 

Bank support for arts 
journalism course 

R 1 000 prize for the 

best arts journalism 

student is the most 

recent token of the Standard 

Bank's ongoing commitment 

to a one-semester fourth year 

journalism elective which aims 

to fill an important gap in the 

media industry. 
'Twenty-four hours before 

Pieter-Dirk Uys was to present 
the first Cue award for 

excellence in arts journalism, 

the Bank agreed to back the 
award with a cheque every 

year," said Catherine Knox, 

who runs the arts journalism 
course. 'This made a wonderful 

surprise announcement at our 

departmental tea and 
prize-giving during graduation 
weekend" 

The function was attended 
by Honorary Craduands Kader 

Asmal and Pieter-Dirk Uys and 
a crowd of over 100 graduates, 

parents and supporters. The 
idea of the Cue award was 

broached with the bank in 
February and acceptance of the 

proposal couldn't have been 
better timed, said Ms Knox. "I 

believe it's important to salute 

our high achievers, even if we 
can't find a sponsor to endow 

an award. Students are pleased 

to be recognised and appreciate 

the value of an extra certificate 

to plump out the portfolio. But 

a cheque makes all the 

difference. We are very grateful 

to the Bank for endowing the 

Cue award so generously. I am 

determined that it will get back 

value in the form of publicity, 
which", she believes, "is the 

'thank you' most appreciated by 

a sponsor. 

The first winner of the Cue 

award was Liezel Vermeulen, 

a newly- graduated BJourn 

who is currently registered for 

Afrikaans honours. She 
maintains her close links with 

the journalism department as 

television teaching assistant 

External examiner Darryl 
Accone (editor of The Star 

Tonight) agreed with 

Catherine that Liezel was an 
excellent student with 

exceptional potential. The 
essays she wrote in her final 
exam are to be published in a 
new arts journalism yearbook. 
They will hardly need any 

editing, said Catherine. In 
addition to the prize, The 

Standard Bank also picks up 
the tab annually for three 

return air tickets which enable 
practising arts journalists to 

visit Rhodes during second 

term. While here, they coach 
arts journ students in 

preparation for their work on 
Cue. This year's posse of 

professionals will comprise 

Adrienne Sichel of The Star, 

Allan Auld of SABC TV and 

Sandile Memele of City Press. 

Sichel spent two days at 

Rhodes recently. 

South African academics need more time 
cademics in British 

Columbia are expected 

to publish far more 

research papers than their 

colleagues at South African 

Universities. 

This is the observation of a 

visitor to Rhodes , Professor 

Dennis Danielson , who is in 
South Africa to encourage 

research in English literature. 

The lecturer in the Department 

RtiODOS o 2 

of English at the University of 

British Columbia puts this 

down to the fact that 

academics at South African 

universities are expected to 

teach a wider range of courses 

within subjects, and are 

expected to have greater 

contact with students within a 
much shorter academic year 

than he is used to. 
"Universities need to give 

academics an important 

resource and that resource is 

time," he said . 

He says that the academic 

standards at South African 

Universities compare well 

with those at the University 

of British Columbia and that 

there is far more contact 
between colleagues and 

students, especially at Rhodes 
and Potchefstroom. 

Prof Danielson has 

visited Unisa , Wits, Potch, 

UCT and UPE, as well as 

Rhodes , and he delivered 

the Shakespeare Birthday 

Lecture to the Shakespeare 

Society of Southern Africa 

towards the end of last 

month 



Four from same family graduate 

N
o less than four 

members of 

Crahamstown's 

well-known Naran family 

graduated last month , an 

occasion for celebration . 

One of them, Daksha, who 

obtained her MSc in 

Ichthyology, told Rhodos that 

Naran is the name of her great 
grandfather. His only child, her 

grandfather, came to South 
Africa in the early part of this 

century a nd he and his wife had 

six children (three boys and 
three girls ), all born here . 

"They were all partially or 

fully educated in India, due to 
the old education system," she 

remembers. "My aunt Santi is 

the oldest, next is my Dad, 
Thakor, and my Uncle Jayanti". 
The two men are the owners of 
Naran's convenience store on 

New and Hill Streets "My late 

aunt, who was tragically shot 
and killed last year, and her 

husband owned Vijay Fruiterers 
on High Street." 

From left to right at the Graduation garden Party, ]itendra , Daksha, Nitin and San jay Naran. 

Daksha's two cousins 

Uitendra and Nitin), children of 

the two brothers Thakor and 
Jayanti respectively, graduated 

with a BSc in Information 
Systems and a BCom 

respectively. ) Sanjay, the on ly 
son of her late aunt Santi was 

awarded his BSc Honours in 
Information Systems. 

Two of them are continuing 

with further studies at Rhodes. 

While Daksha is writing up her 

publication resulting from her 

MSc and is one of five Rhodes 
folk currently visiting Marion 

Island (see story on page 4), 
Jitendra is aiming for Honours 
in Information Systems and 
Nitin is studying for a Higher 

Diploma in Accounting. 
Sanjay is working in 

Johannesburg. 

"We represent the first 

generation in our family to go 
through and benefit from the 

tertiary education system in 
this country," Daksha notes 

with some pride, "and, 
moreover, we have achieved 

our respective degrees at 
home, in Crahamstown " 

1Lick da hal, man! ' 

L
inguistics and English Language 

Professor, Professor Cary 

Barkhui zen , has just returned from a 

trip to Kingston , Jamaica , as Visiting 

Professor at th e University of th e West 

Indies . 

Barkhuizen spent a month in Jamaica 

and used the opportunity to explore th e 

Jamaican Creole, an Eng lish-based creole 

which is used widely by all Jamaicans , 

many of whom also speak standard 

Jamaican English . "During my tim e there I 

was reminded quite often of th e langua ge 

situation in South Africa ," comme nted 

Barkhuizen, adding that three 

comparisons cam e to mind. Firstl y , th e 

possibi li ty that Afrikaa ns is a creo le as 

opposed to a fully deve lo ped dia lect of 

Dutch. "In other words," he expl ained , "it 

IS beli eved that Afrikaa ns is a mi xture o f 

Dutch and vari o us other la ngu ages with 

which it came into contact here in South 

Africa, instead of Dutch following a path 

of natural change and adaption in a 

different environme nt, which is typical of 

dialects" 

Watching a cricket match in Jamaica 

for example, a person might shout "lick da 

bal , man" which whilst sti ll much closer to 

standard English than some varieties, 

reflects a creole that could still be 

. translated into the more standard "hit the 

ball , man ." The second area of 

comparison picked up by Prof 

Barkhuizen , is in the attitudes Jamaicans 

have towards creole . Whi lst some 

Jamaicans , typically academics and 

educators , would I ike to see th e creole 

used more in educati o n, th e media , 

literature, and the law for example, 

certa in Jama icans vi ew the creo le as "bad 
En g li sh" and like the ir South African 

counterparts, fail to see non-standard 
varieti es as languages of progress . 

"South Africa's new language policy 

aims to rectify this by promoting 

multilingualism in schools and in 

society as a whole , by developing and 

promoting African languages and 

changing the negative attitudes often 

associated with th em," said Barkhui zen. 

H e we nt on to say that language use in 

Jamaica , as in South Africa , is strikingly 

vibrant. "I was constantly aware o f 

people enjoying their language and 

using it e ffective ly ," he said 

(A pidgen language is fom1 ed whw speakers 
of a number of differen t languages come together 
and haue Ia comnnmica tefor some reason. As 
the pidgn1 becomes used more and more f or 
reasons outside of the origina l con lac! silua lion 

and perhaps euen becomes the f irs t language of 
some speakers, it becomes kn own as a creole. ) 
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Sies Skande! 

The tradit io nal di gnity and gentility of th e Rho des 

Graduation Carden party were shattered this year whe n, 
in a braze n di splay o f effro ntery, a large wo man in a 

purple dress gate-crashed th e proceedin gs. 

She the n made it her business to appear in as ma ny 

photographs o f 

graduates as 

possi bl e, 
alo ngs ide th e ir 

pro ud pare nts, 
siblings a nd 

fri e nds. 

Rhodes University snubbed by Doctor' 
Grad Garden party gate-crashed' 

Some people present were less than complimentary . A 

member of th e Marketing and Communica ti o ns Divis ion 

observed that "Evita's dress was so far removed from th e correct 

'Rh odes Purple' in its co lo ur that it made a mockery of the 

corpo rate identity programme". A new graduate, c laim ing to be 

the 'C hancellor 

of Clobania' 

th ought it all "a 

bit rude", 

a lthough he 

was noticed 

try ing to kiss 

Evita o n her 

cheek shortly 
afterwards . 

Others were, 
however, quite 

taken by her 
appearance. 

The conductor 
of the Rhodes 

Claiming to 

be a fo rm e r 
dipl o ma t, she is 

be lieved to be 
the reason why 

at least one of 
th e newly 

ca pped 
H o no rary 

Doctors 

snubbed the 
proceed ings by 

not arrivin g at 

th e traditi o na l 
hi g h po int o f 
the gradu ati o n 

week e nd . Dr 

Hello, Ska ttie! 

Ja zz Band 
quickly 
re -arranged a 

well -k nown 
piece in her 
ho nour and 

invited her to 

Pi e te r-Dirk Uys is we ll kno wn fo r his aversio n to appearin g 
anywhere at the sa me tim e as Mrs Evita Bezuidenhout (as she was 

pos iti ve ly ide ntifi ed by Pro f Ca ry Cordo n) a nd , wh il e he has 

often bee n ee n sho rtly before or after ma ny o f her publi c 
appearances , he has made it a matter o f princ ip le never to share a 

platfo rm with her. "You neve r know wh en she mi ght say 

somethin g rud e like 'poep"' , he sa id . 

Speaking after th e event, Dr Uys adm itted that he knows the 

lady we ll. H e eve n has a hi g h regard for her. H e denied th e snub, 

sayi ng that he had heard that Mrs Bezuiden hou t was go ing to 

attend th e funct io n an d that , o ut o f respect a nd considerati o n for 

her sensitivities , he had mere ly dec ided to be courteo us and no t 

to upstage her. 

conduct the 
result- a rousing re ndi tio n of Hello , Ska ttie. T he C hance ll or and 
Vice-Chance llor were most grac io us in according her fu ll 

dipl o matic ni ceti es. 

Rh odes Registrar Dr Stephe n Fouri e, himself gow ned in 
purple (o f the right hu e, noga l!), sa id that the incident was of no 

damaging consequence a nd that, wh ile this year's graduates 

woul d have photographs fo r posterity "a litt le differen t to th e 

usua l", h e cou ld not see any reason to review th e usua l security 

arra ngeme nts. "W e have ide ntified the loopho le," he said. "She 

left through the shrubbery, leaving an easily fo ll owed trail of tins 

of cat food. The loopho le- and th e whole matter- are closed." 

Rhodes researchers head for Marion Island 

F ive researc hers from 

Rhodes Uni versity, 

including o ne masters 

a nd o ne ho no urs student, are 

curre ntly o n a 35 -day trip to 

Mari o n I land . 

Their visit is part of a 

five-year programme to assess 

and mo nito r the movement o f 

the Subantarctic Front (SAF) in 

the vicinity of the Prince Edward 
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Archipelago and its influence 

on the islands ecosystem. 

'The importance of the 

moveme nt of th e SAF li es in 

th e way it effects the flow of 

water betwee n Prince Edward 

and Mario n Islands and 

conseq uently the ava il abi lity 

o f food fo r th e sea ls and sea 
bird po pulations that live on 

these islands" says Dr Evgeny 

Pakho mov, the chief ship- based 

scientist and senior researcher in 

the Southern Ocean Croup. 

W he n the front moves 

closer to the islands, th e water 

flows between th e islands, 

carry in g with it a large 

portion of the food supply . As 

the front moves furth er away, 

so an eddy forms within the 

inter-island area and seals and 

birds are afforded easy 

access to food . 

This is the second time 

researchers fro m Rh odes 

a nd U C T will visit the 

Marion Island area . 

The progra mm e is 

funded by th e D epartment 

o f Enviro nm ental Affairs 

and T ourism . 



Professional development 
programme under way 

I
n response to a need which 

has bee n expressed by 

academics for more formal 

staff development 

programmes, the Academic 

Development Centre (ADC) 

has introduced a Professional 

Development Programme for 

academic staff, now in its 

third month . 

The first modul e was o n 

Lnnguage and Academic Literacy 
and ran over five sessio ns in 

March and April T opics that 

were discussed inc luded the 
ro le that language plays in 

learning, th e ro le of Engli sh 

for academic purposes and 
language poli cy. Two case 

studies were presented o f 
ini tiatives to integrate the 

developme nt o f academ ic 
literacy into curri cul a. 

Presenters included C hri ss ie 
Boughey from the Uni vers ity 

of Zu lul and, H ele n Alfers of 
the Lingu istics D epartm ent, 

Mary van der Riet from 
Psychology, Lo ui se Vincent 

and Co ll ee n Higgs fro m 

Politics and Sarah Murray 

from Education . 

Thirteen people enrol led 

for the module fro m a range 

of disciplin es including 

Reli g io n and Theology, 

Journalism , Law and 
Pharmacy. Participants were 

required to consider how they 

would integrate the 

devel o pme nt of academic 

literacy into one of thei r 

courses. They then presented 
the ir ideas to th e g ro up . 

One of those o n the course 

said that it had "sensitised me 
to issues I had previously 

hardly thought about." 
"I have been made more 

aware of th e backgro und o f 

o ur students and of the need 
to be more respo nsive to th e 
needs of th e students" , said 

ano th er . 

Yet another sa id that he 
va lued "th e opportunity to 

li sten to staff refl ecting o n 
their practice in re la ti o n to 
language and academic 

literacy" . All found extreme 

value in the exposure to the 

work and expertise of th e 

various Rhodes presente rs . 

The current module is on 

Curriculum Development: mr exercise 
in course design . and it is running 

until 20 May on Tuesdays 

from 16:30 to 19 00. This wi ll 

be fo ll owed by a four-s ess io n 

mo dule on Teaching Me thods in 

May-June and Assessment and 
Evaluation and Instmctional 
Technology durin g the second 

semester. 

ADC staff are avai lab le to 

di scus s aspects of these top ics 
in indi vidual consultati o ns 

with lecturers . They are also 
running aspects of these 

courses fo r depa rtm ents, 
tailoring them to their speci fi c 

needs . A Pro fess ional 
Development Programme is 

also be ing implemen ted at th e 
East London campus . 

For mo re information , 
pho ne Thami Tisani or Phi l 

Collett at ext 8 1 7 1. 

Chrissie Boughey from the University of Zululmrd (right) and An then Gamren (Jo urnalism and Media Studies ) during 
the first module of the Professional Development Programme, 011 La11guage a11d Academic Literacy. 

New books 
in the 
library 

mongst several new 

books on the shelves 

in the Rhodes library 

are the fo ll owing: 

Reclaiming Bonhoeffer: the 

promise o f hi s th eology by 

CMarsh . (230 BON/MAR) 
A ground making study 

offerin g a new way of 

reading Bon hoeffer, th e 
German theologian 

executed fo r his resistance 
aga inst Hi tler and Nazi sm. 

The sixties years of hope, 
days of rage by T. Gitlin . 
(3 0 1 .2420973 CIT) 
Bestse ll er - a beautifully 

written, thorough ly criti ca l 

account of the '60s 
ex perience . 

States of fantasy by J Rose 
(820 9 ROS) Usi ng Israel 
and South Africa as the 

exa mpl es th e autho r argues 

th e importa nce o f 
psychoa nal ys is to an 
und erstanding of public and 

private identiti es. Stresses 

th e links between the study 
of literature and cu lture and 

th e makin g o f the modern 
world . 

Arguments and evidnrces: 
cri tical analysis for the social 
sciences by P Phelan and P. 

Rey nolds (Educatio n 

Library 300.72 PHE ). 

Re-i11vm ting a continent: 
writing and politics in So uth 
Africa , 1892 -1 995 I by 

Andre Brink (809 8968 BRI ) 

Beyond the barricades: the 
sixti es generation grows up I by 

)Whalen & R Flacks 

(378 1981 WHA) Shows 

ho w the 60s' activists have 

bee n struggling to keep 

faith with the ideals o f 

soc ial justice and democracy . 

Mastering the dynamics of 
innovatio11 , by J .M . Utterback 

(658406 UTT) "A major 

work that will be cited for 
decades" (critic's comment). 
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'The type of partnership we need' 

M inis ter of W ater Affa irs and Forestry, Professor Kader 
Asma l, was not o nl y in Grahamstow n last mo nth to 

rece ive an ho norary D octo r o f Laws degree : he was 

also able to o ffi c iate at th e openin g o f a Grahamstow n sewage 

treatment p lant 

whi ch costs less 

th an ha lf a 

conventi o nal 

plant . 

Sa id Asmal of 

this joint 

proto type projec t 

be tween the 

Department of 

Biochemistry and 

M ic robi o logy, 
URI 

T echno log ies , th e 
Water Resea rch 

Comm iss io n and 

the Gra hamstown 
Munic ipa lity , 

The system is based o n photosyntheti c mechanisms, with one 
of the ma in ingredi ents necessary for success , the large amount of 

oxygen produced by algae . 

The combinati on of oxygen , ultraviol et li ght, and sunli ght 

results in a 

powerful 

steril ising effect 

and a good 
quality of water 

leaves the system. 
Says the 

Director of URI 

Technologies, 

Pro fessor Peter 
Rose, "we've got 

lo ts of land, lots 

of sunshin e - we 

must make our 
own technologies 

which harness 
these co ndit ions 

to work for us ." 
"thi s sewage 

treatm ent p lant is 

a symbo l of the 
type of 
partne rshi p that 

we need to 

At the opening of the AIPS plant- (from left) Minister Kader Asmal, Dr Oliver Hart, Prof Peter Rose and the 
Cha irman of the Water Research Co mmission, Prof Johnson . 

The 

Grahamstown 

plant was set LlP 

almost a year ago, 
the off-shoot of a 

seven to eight 
ach ieve ou r goa ls as a nation ." 

The Alga l In tegrated Po ndin g System (AlPS ) project 

co nstructed at th e Grahamstown Disposa l Works has been 
des ig ned to trea t th e sewage of 500 to I 000 peopl e and offers 

several advantages over conventio nal systems. 

In addit io n to reducing th e co nstructi o n an d operati ng costs, 
th e system makes little deman·d fo r hi ghly ski ll ed labour and 

res ults in minimal sludge pro duction. Instead , large volumes of 

alga l biomass are produced, which wh en dried, have a range of 
commercia l uses including an imal and fi sh feed additives and 

fertilizers . 

year programme for treating tannery effluents. 
"It has the potential," says Grahamstown Mayor, Mr Mzllkisi 

Mpah lwa, "to be used to the benefit of all people in South Africa 
in terms of the provi sio n o f cl ea n water and proper sanitation for 

all communities." 
Fo llowi ng the opening of the AlPS plant, the Minister opened 

a second research facility sponsored by th e Water Commission 

-the O liver Hart Environmenta l Research Unit at URI. 
In addition to research into tannery effluent treatment 

pro blems, the plant will be used fo r the educati o n and training of 

Water Treatment Plant operators . 

SA maths and sctence pupils the world's worst- HSRC 
outh African 

math ematics and sc ience 

pupil s are at the bottom 

of the c lass compared to the ir 

Eastern counterparts and 

be li eve luck has a hand in 

good resu lts, a study re leased 

by the Human Sciences 

Researc h C ouncil in Preto ri a 

has showed . 

The study, based o n data 

obta ined at the third 

in ternati o na l mathematics and 

science study , showed that 
Grade 7 and G rade 8 pupils 

from South Afri ca performed 

RflODOS • 6 

worst in both maths and 

science . 

C hildren from Singapore , 

H o ng Ko ng, Korea and Japan 

came out o n to p . 

T he study revealed a 

significa ntly high er proportion 

of South African pupi ls beli eved 

luck was a factor in ach ieving 

good results in maths and 

science compared to their 

counterparts abroad. 

The South Afri ca ns we re 

also less inc lined to attribute 
good resu lts to hard work . 

G rade 7 pupil s in South 
Africa were found to do 

cons iderably less homework 

th an o thers . 

The HSRC report outlined 

othe r fac to rs, including 

dep rived socio-econom ic 

backgrounds, the fact that 

parents o f many children had 
insu ffi c ient educati o n to ass ist 

thei r children and 

malnutrition as possible 

contributo rs to the poor 

performance o f South African 

schoo l children. 

Other fac to rs menti o ned 
were a lack o f fac ilities an d 

text books at schools, a dire 
sho rtage of properly qua li fi ed 

teache rs in the two subjects, 

the lack of incentive from 

peers to achieve, th e fact that 

many pupils received tuition 

in a language other than their 

mother to ngue and 

sho rtcomin gs in the curricula, 

which were bei ng revised. 

Th e data fo r the report was 

based o n a survey invo lvi ng 

400 South Africa n schools and 
15 000 South Africa n pupils, 

whi le the g loba l sample 
involved more than 500 000 
pup il s from 41 countr ies. 

Sapa 



Up, Up and away! 

N
ext time the purple 

and white colours of 

Rhodes University 

catch your eye, have a second 

look! 

You may just see the latest 

paraglider bought by physics 

lecturer and foot-launched 

flight enthusiast, as it soars 

over the hills around 

Grahamstown . 
"Paraglider desi gn is 

• improving all the time ," said 

Richard, "and it is important 

to have an up-to-date model 
which fea tures the latest 

advances in performance and 
safety." 

Grant's paraglider has an 

aspect ratio which would not 
have been possible while 

maintaining stability o nly a 
few years ago . It is called the 
XTC (pronounced 'ecstasy') 

and is doc ile enough to be 
classed as a 'sports glider' 

(between the 

beginner-intermediates and 
the hot-ship competition 

craft) in performance and 
safety . It has a glide ratio of 

7.5 and a top speed of 47 

km!h. 

An airborne Richard Grant- ecs tasy is an aircraft in a backpack! 

On th e third fli ght with his 

new acquisition , Richard 
covered a distance of 35 km , 

from Bedford to a fi eld beside 

Situations Vacant 

Applications are invited 
from members of staff, 
irrespecti ve of race, 

gender o r creed, for the post 

of Senior Administrative 

Assistant to the Director of 

URI Technologies from as 

early a date as possible . 

The successful ca ndidate 

will perform executive 

secretarial functi o ns for th e 

Director: URI T echnologies . 

This is a chall engi ng post for 

an experienced Personal 

Assistant and candidates 
should have initi ative, good 

administrative and 

organisational skill s and 

the road between Adelaide 
and Fort Beaufort . Taking off 
from the top of the mountain 

outside Bedford, he had glided 

almost down to the bottom 
when he caught a thermal which 
took him to 800 m above his 

point of departure. After that he 

was on his way. Another thermal 
from the roofs and roads o f 

Bedford kept him airborne until 
he found a "real biggie", he says, 

experience in office 

administration . 

Application forms and 

salary particulars may be 
obtained from Miss X K 

Wakashe in the Perso nne l 

Division (ext 8117/5) to 

whom they should be 

return ed after completion by 

2 May 1997. 

Applications are invited 

from members of staff, 

irrespective o f race, ge nder o r 

creed , for th e post of 

Accounts Clerk (Cashier) in 
the Finance Division from 1 

July 1997. 

"which I shared with two 

Cape vultures all the way to 
2 430 m above sea level. 

That's higher than the 
Winterberg," he explained. 

After that it was basically a 
long glide, interspersed with a 

few smaller thermals, to his 

landing point. 
Since then Richard has had 

several flights over the hill s 

around Howiso n's Poort, 

The successful candida te 
will be required to operate a 

computeri sed receipting 

system, for which aspect of 

th e job trainin g will be give n. 

Duties include the preparati on 

o f banking deposits and 

ass isting when required in the 

Student Fees Office 

Applicatio n forms and 

sa lary particulars may be 

obtained from M iss X K 

Wakashe in the Personnel 

Division (ext 8 1 17/5) to 

whom they should be 
re turn ed after completi o n 

before 9 May 1997. 

which has become popular in 
recent years as a premier place 
to fly these 'aircraft in a 

backpack' . So if you are 
travelling between 

Grahamstown and Port 
Elizabeth in th e vic inity of 
Howison's Poort and a light 

south-westerly wind is 

blowing, look up . You mi ght 

just see the Rhodes co lours up 
there in the sky! 

Hertzog 
Prize for 
Reza 

Afrikaans playwright 

Reza de Wet 

Reardo n, Lecturer in 

the departm ent of Drama, 

has been awarded the 

H ertzog Pri ze for Drama, 

the SA Akademie v ir 

W etenskap en Kuns has 

announced in Pretori a . 

The award for her drama 
Drie Susters Twee carri es a 

cash prize of R 17 000 . 
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Sports Results 
14-17 APRIL 

Sailing 
S.A Windsurfing Champs 

Rob Laubscher 3rd middle-
weight 

Rene Victor 3rd Ladies 
15- 19 APRIL 

Climbing 
1st leg of the SA climbing champs 

Jeremy Cole nso I st place 
Shanon Law I st place 

23 APRIL 
Rugby 

RU Ht XV vs Buffs 
Rhodes won 5 - 0 

RU 2nd XV vs Buffs 
Rhodes won 22 - 0 

RU 21a vs Blljfs 
Rhodes lost 7 - 12 

RU 21b vs King William's Tow11 
Rhodes lost 12 - 38 

Hockey 
Rhodes vs Old Grey- EP 

Premier League 
Ma~hd~wn 2-2 

21 - 26 APRIL 
Hockey 

Junior Africa Cup 
Mens: 
Rob van Selm SA u21 
Vinai Ramabhai 

Zimbabwe u21 
Vinod Ramabhai 

Zimbabwe u2 I 
Women: 
Parys Edwards 
Caro line 13irt 
Dallah Edwards 

SA u21 
SA u21 

Zimbabwe u2 I 
Leigh-anne Streak 

Zimbabwe u21 

Alternatives to resource 
degradation 

T he degradation of 
natural resources in the 
Peddie area cou ld be 

minimised, provided the rural 
people are formally involved 
in their management and the 
activities of the provincial 
government departments that 
serve the community are 
coordinated. 

These are some of the 
. findings of a two year research 

project conducted by the 
Institute for Social and 
Economic Research and 
presented at a workshop in 
Bisho recently. 

Attended by a number of 
provincial and local 
government officials, 
representatives from local 
NCO's, as well as academics 
from Rhodes and the 
Uni versity of Fort Hare, the 
workshop aimed at briefing 
provincial officials from 

Grocott'1 Print 04 61- 21222 

specific departments on the 
state of natural resource 
management in Peddie 
District. 

It seems that the best 
placed body to coordinate 
these tasks is the 
Transitional Rural Council 
in Peddie District, as its 
staff have an intimate 
knowledge of the needs of 
the district and are 
developing the capacity to 
play a key role in the 
administration of the area 
with the support of the 
Amatola District Council. 

Several participants 
expressed their support for 
the briefings, saying that 
they were of great benefit 
as they fostered closer ties 
between provincial 
governm ent and 
researchers in areas of 
mutual interest. 

. ' 

, Smalls 
INTERNET COURSE 

OFFERED 
A course will be offered by the 
Information Technology 
Division for staff and post-grad 
students on I 3 May from 09:00 
to 12 noon in the Fountain Lab. 
The course will cover an 
overview of the Internet, with 
an introduction to usi ng a 
WWW browser (Netscape) 
and a news reader. All 
appl icants MUST be familiar 
with Windows. The course will 
cost R 20,00 per person, and 
booking can be done through 
Akeelah Langson by email 
(ccal@giraffe.ru ac.za) or by 
phone at ext 8288. 

ACCOMMODATION 
OFFERED 

Escape from Grahamstown 
during the Festival. Swop your 
3- 4 bedroomed home with 
ours . We have a luxury home 
with views of the sea in Hout 
bay. Phone: Lissa at (02 I ) 
790 7643/2 

FOR SALE 
AEG 520 Lavamat washing 
machine. Good working 
condition; 3 months' 
technician's warranty . Contact 
Liz de W et at ext 8438 
(mornings ) or 2 3859 (a/ h) 

RHODOS DEADLINE 
DATES 

Copy date: 8 May 
Publication date: 

16 May 

4-seater cane lounge suite 
with coffee table R I 350. 
Matching curtains with 
valance and tie-backs R 500. 
Ph. 2 6033 a. h . or emai l 
leela@aardvark. ru .ac.za. 

Jaguar E-Type1 Series II , 1968 
4,2 litre 2-seater hardtop. 
Mechanically very good; body 
sound. Needs respray and 
minor attention to interior. 
Restrained, unobtrusive. Ideal 
academic's car. R 75K. Phone 
Robertson , 31 8494 or 2 3441 
(home). 

BMW 728 i, 1982 . Recently 
derusted and resprayed by 
Albany Auto . Good condition. 
R 14K. Phone Robertson, 
31 8494 or 2 3441 (home) 

BED and BREAKFAST 
Self-contained flatlet, pool, 
private entrance. R55 ,00 p.p. 
Contact Sheryl -Anne Drennan 
at ext 8298/9 (am ); 2 7189 (h) 
or cell 082 657 0359. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Display ads : R 3,00 per 
column centimetre; double 
for front and back pages. 
Classifieds: 20 cents per 
wo rd . Advertisin g copy 
must be supplied in 
writing, on diskette or by 
e-mail and must be 
accompanied by full 
payment. 

RHODOS STAFF I 
Editor: Chris Walwyn Tel : (0461 ) 31 8457 
Reporter: Phumeza Mgxashe T el: (0461 ) 31 8509 I 
e-mail: rhodos@ru.ac.za . Fax: (0461 ) 31 1902 
RHODOS is produced fortnightly by the Marketing and 
Communications Division of Rhodes University, Grahamstown. 
The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Rhodos staff, or the University. The Editor welcomes all 
contributions but reserves the right to edit these . 
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