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Trade 
Unionist 
a quitted 
Trade unionist and Alexandria 
community leader Moses Mayekiso 
was acquitted on charges of 
sedition and subversion in the 
Rand Supreme court last week. 

Mayekiso, the general secretary 
of the National Union of Metal­
workers of South Africa (Nu msa ) 
and chairperson of the Alexandra 
Action Committee (AAC), was 
acquitted together . with Paul 
Tshabalala, Richard Mdakane, 
Obed Bapela and Mayekiso' s 

Picture: AFRAPIX younger brother, Mzwanele. All 
are membe rs of AAC. 

A cha rge of treason against 
the accused was withdrawn in 
February this year when the 
State was unabl e to lead a single 
witness to testify on the nature 
or existence of the allleged 
treasonous cons pi racy. The State 
also failed to prove any violence 
on the part of the five leaders. 

'Real Power No Longer 
Rests in Parliament' · 

The only violence that featured . 
in the trial was that perpetrated 
on the night of April 23 1986 
agai nst township activists by a 
group of about 100 blue-clad 
men, who, if not actually police 
acted with the knowledge of the 
SAP. 

The five were earlier accused 
of setting people's courts, street 
committees and other organs of 
people's power to' make Alexandra 
ungovernable. 

In passing the sentence, M r 
justice van der Walt said that 
there was no evidence that the 
AAC was establ ished to displ ace 
tt1e town council which collapsed 
a.s a result of the rent boycott. 

He said that the accused and 
AAC' s support of the rent boycott 
was a form of protest against 
apalling conditions in Alexandra 
and the corruption of the council­
lors. The consumer boycott was 
a form of protest against council­
lors ' shops and businesses. 

Aft e.r he was aquitted, Mr May­
ekiso said that he and the other 
accused would continue with the 
struggle and revive the community 
sl ructures in Alexandria for which 
they were put on · trial. The. 
aquinal of the five is seen as a 
severe set back for the State's 
attempt . to criminalise rent and 
consumer boycons, which have 
hero me cha rac tcrist ic of the 
JW:If"t•lul 111('1 hods or Sf rUJ~glc • by 
collliiiUnit y organisations. 

The recent ly-formed Democratic 
Party (DP) is to be launched in 
the Albany district on May 9. 

The DP, which has arisen out 
of the need for a unified left­
wing parliamentary opposition, is 
headed by ex-Progressive Federal 
Party (PFP), Independent Party 
(IP) and National Democratic 
Movement (NDM) leaders Zach 
de Beer, Dennis Worral and 
Wynand Malan. 

Rhodeo · interviewed Leon 
Lazarus, ex-PFP Youth chair and 
a member of the DP Youth's 
Albany division, on the DP's 
policy and its role on campus. 

We asked him what the party's 
relevance to South Africans, and 
students in particular, was. 

Leon said the policy of the 
DP was close to that of the 
now-disbanded PFP on many 
issues. "Of course," he said, 
"there have been some initial 
teething problems". 
One of these was the issue of 
conscription, on which there . was 
initially some disagreement. 

This appears to have been 
resolved, however, and in its 
policy on conscription the DP 
has declared its opposition to 
the use of a conscript army as 
economically wasteful and divisive. 

They have also committed 
themselves, should they come to 
power, to the establishment of -··a 
permanent army and alternative 
service for all conscientious 

Wits anthropology lecturer and prominent human rights 
activist, David Webster was assassinated last Monday 
outside his home. 

According to witnesses, he and a friend were unloading 
his bakkie outside his house in Troyeville, johannesburg 
when a balaclaved person in a car shot him in the back. 
He died instantly. 

Dr Webst e r had a long history of involvement. in :?.nti­
apartheid organisations, and was an Honorary Vice Presi.:.. 
dent of Nusas for a number of yea rs. He also chaired 
the Detainees Parents Support Committee in johannesburg 
until its banning in February l988 , and he played a major 
role in the Free the Children Campaign, aimed to draw 
attention to and secure the release of thousands of child­
ren who had been detained under the emergency regulat­
Ions. 

"David Webster's assassination has sem shockwaves 
through the white community," a spokesperson of Nusas 
said, "not only because of his brutal killing, but also 
because it brings home the extent of the violence that is 
meted out against those who are working towards a peace­
ful solution by opposing apartheid." 

Speaking in johannesburg · Dr Max Coleman, ex chair 
of DPSC said that the fact Dr Webster had been research­
ing violence not linked overtly with the state, such as 
vigilantes and death squads, could have some connection 
with his death. 
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objectors until this could be 
achieved. 

The DP' s position on extra­
parliamentary politics is "to 
have contact across the spec­
trum," said Leon. "Freedom of 
expression is a basic moral tenet 
- you cannot squash an extra­
parliamentary grouping just becaue 
you don't like it. 

"We want to talk to as 1 ml!ny· 
people as possible to find out 
what they want from politics 
and from a future South Africa" 
he said. "Out of this will groV: 
a cohesive party strategy." 

Tony Leon, a National Board 
member of the DP, has said that 
"while there are basic guide-lines 
such as universal suffrage and 
individual rights, the ultimate 
eli rection of the party will on! y 
be discerned through practical 
work." 
The DP Youth welcome any 
members but do not want any 
particular ~roup to dominate 
their executive. This is why 
eight National Student Federation 
(NSF) members of the local 
committee resigned last term, 
followed by their supporters. 

Plans to meet with the Black 
Students Coordinating Committee 
and Nusas have begun and a 
local membership drive, on a 
door-to-door basis, is also in 
progress. 

A DP candidate for Albany 
will stand for election in 

September. 
The response to the DP from 

the UDF and Cosatu has been 
welcoming but cautious. In a 
statement issued for the national 
launch, they welcomed the shift 
in · parliamentary politics "in so 
far as there is a genuine desire 
on the part of more and more 
whites to move away from apart­
heid." 

On the question of parliament 
as an arena of political power 
the statement said, "Real power 
no longer rests in parliament 
which is nothing more than a 
smokescreen to cover the 
pr~sidential-~ilitary dictatorship 
whtch exerctses power in South 
Africa." 

The Statement also saw the 
tricameral parliament as a system 
wltich "divides our people; its 
whole purpose · is to preserve a 
system based on ethnicity, group 
rights and priviliges. It en­
trenches the apartheid system." 

It also made clear the UDF 
and Cosatu' position on the 
Houses .of Delegates and 
Representatives, "Participation in 
the tri-cameral parliament is 
totally unacceptable to the over­
whelming majority of South 
Africa's oppressed people." 

The statement urged white 
democrats to join extra-parliam­
entary organisations. "It is our 
desire that whites · who share our 
vision of a single non- racial 

democratic South Africa in which 
all persons are citizens and 
enjoy full equality with each 
other, should take their place in 
the democratic organisations of 
our people so that they may 
fight siCie by side with us for a 
new South Africa free from 
apartheid, division, oppression 
and exploitation." 

The statement ends with a 
series of challenges: "Any person 
or group that wants to contribute 
to a solution in our country will 
have to address itself to and 
call for:-
*An end to the state of 
emergency. 
*An end to "detentions. 
*The removal of troops from the 
townships and schools. 
"The unconditional release of all 
political prisoners. 
*The unbaoning of the ANC and 
all other band organisations. 
*The unconditional return of all 
exiles with guarantees of their 
saftey. 
*The immediate end to all forms 
of apartheid. 
*Free political activity· with the 
right of freedom of speech, 
assembly, movement and assoc­
iation for all South Africans. 

.The new party will be judged 
on : its track record in these 
matters. " 

Whether the DP's aim of 
"making dreams of peace come 
true" will be achieved remains 
to be seen. 

Delmas 3 sentenced 
to death 
Three African · National Congress 
members who re_fused to plead to 
charges of murder, terrorism and 
treason because they were 
Umkonto we Sizwe members and 
regarded themselves as prisoners 
of war, were sentenced to death 
in the Delmas Regional ,court 
last week. · 

The three were Jabu Masina, 
Ting Ting Masangoand and Neo 
Potsane. 
A tourth accused, joseph Makhura, 
was sentenc·ed to 25 years' 
imnrisonment. 

Masina was convicted for 
~illing widely-feared Soweto 
policeman Detective Sergeant 
Orphan "Hlubi" Chaphi in 1978. 
Hlubi had played a major role in 
the suppression of the 1976 student 
revolt and is was claimed that 
he'd "sent many to the grave"·. 

Masango was convicted for the 
1986 killing of Constable S Yuma. 
He had allegedly played a leadmg 
rol e in the 1985 "Mamelodi 
massacre" in which several people 
including a small baby were killed 
when police opened fire during a 
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protest against rent increases. 
Masango and Potsane were 

also convicted for their role in 
the assasination of Kangwane 
opposition leader David Lukele 
and his sister-in-law who had 
favoured the incorporation of the 
Kangwane into Swaziland. 

All four were convicted of 
planting a landmine on a dirt 
road in Soshanguve, mainly used 
by SADF vehicals, in 1986. 

At the beg inning of the trial 
the four refused to participate in 
court proceedings because "we 
are soldiers in a patriotic army .•. 
We believe that we are prisoners 
of war and that we should be 
treated in accordance with 
international rules governing such 
status". 

This preCipitated a "trial 
within a trial" situation 
the admissability of the statements 
was questioned. The four accused 
could not defend themselves 
because of their decision to refuse 
to plead and all the statements 
were used as evidence. 

·· Later on in the trial , the 
released another statement 
court saying they had 
assaulted. The statement 
they had been kicked and 
and that Makura had been 
semi-conscious. The four 
torn T-shirts bearing brown marks 
made by the prison guard's 
boots. 

A 
the 

Jiason. officer - said 
Act made provtswns 

to be used 
to return 

They claimed that they had been 
tortured and assaulted by police. 
"During this process, information,. 
was extracted from us by the 
security police. · We believe the 
information could be used against 
us.u 



Don't cry for us, 
cry for yourselves 
-Hanged men 

"We know God is on our side 
and one day things will change 
in South Africa. Lastly, we call 
on our comrades to unite and 
carry on with the struggle." 

These were the last words of 
the two Addo Youth Congress 
members who were recent ly 
executed. They were sentenced 
on the basis of the 'common 
purpose' doctrine which holds 
accompl ices liable for the actual 
perpetrator's cri mes. 
· The fathe r of one of the 

hanged men, Ndumiso Siphenuka, 
commented: "Even t he judge 
who senten ced him said he did 
not care whether he killed the 
farme r o r not. 

"I still feel that my son was 
innocent it is an unbearable 
pain to see him being execut ed 
for a c rime he did not commit. " 

Siphenuka's fathe r will now 
have to support a seven member 
family on his R3 5 a week salary 
alone. 

South Africa has t he second 
highest rate of capital punishm ent 
in the world. Ninety percent of 
those convicted by t he all-whi te 
judiciary are black; often they 
cannot aff o rd legal rep resentation 
and have to rely on pro deo 
representation. 

Lawyers doing this type of 

I work a re often the most junior 

I 
members of the Bar and are 
poorly paid. 

According to a Black Sash 
researcher and monitor of capital 
punishment , by December last 
year at least 34 Eastern Cape 
people were on death row for 

politJcall y motivated crimes. At 
least 12 had been execut ed for 
offences related to the 198 5/86 
uprisings. 

A study of 18 murder cases 
in which 42 people were sentenced 
to death, found ·that 'common 
purpose' was used as the basis 
of the conviction in t he case of 
at least 24 of the accused. 

Eastern Cape courts are 
reluctant t o accept arguments 
that prevailing political circums­
tances, the unrest situat ion and 
crowd psychology are extenuat ing 
circumstances. · If no ext enuat ing 
factors are found in murder 
cases, the courts a re obli ged to 
impose the death sentence. 

Leave to appeal is also not 
an automatic right in South 
Airica. Of the 42 invest igated, 
only 19 were granted leave to 
appeal. . 

Since Sept ember 1988, six 
Eastern Cape people on death 
row have been set f ree a ft er 
their convictions and sentences 
were set aside by the Appellate 
Dhi sion. 

Two weeks ago, a Justice of 
the Supreme Court m Natal 
spoke out against capital punish­
ment. 

Mr just ice Didcott has the 
unique record of never having 
imposed the death sentence 
although he has been on the 
bench for many years. 

justice Didcott said executions 
"debased society" in the modern 
world. "Society behaves worse 
than t he ave rage c ri minal because 
capit al punishm ent is a cold 
blooded, premeditated act." 

Sid joins ranks 
of e x-detainees 
under house arrest 

The severe restrictions being 
imposed on released detainees 
have led civil rights groups to 
claim that homes across the 
country are being turned into 
prisons. 

A spokesperson for the Port 
Elizabeth Advice Office said 
r-ecently that out of .. the 108 
detainees released in the Eastern 
Cape in the last six weeks, only 
38 were not restricted. 

The restriction order placed 
on released det ainee Nsokoli 
'Sox ' Leleki, a fi eld worker for 
the Detainees Dependants Confe­
rence in Grahamstown, is rega rded 
by lawyers as the severest yet 
imposed on an Eastern Cape 
ex-detainee. , 

Leleki has to be at hom e for 
20 hours a day and is only a llow­
ed to leave home between l Oam 
and 2pm. 

Sidwell Mokgothu, a Rhodes 
theology student who was released 
from detention last week, has 
been severely restricted. 

He is nor permitted to leave 
• the Albany district without the 

permission of the Security Branch 
Commander and has to report · to 
the Grahamstown Police twice a 
day. · 

He is not allowed to partici­
pate in any activities of the 
Black Students Movement or the 
South African Tertiary Institute 
Sports Council (Satisco), nor can 
he address a gathering of more 
than 10 people - this effectively 
bans him from practising·' his 
profession as a preacher. 

He cannot be interviewed or 
contribute to the production of 
any publication whatsoever. 

Natal youth-- -act1v1st Chris 
Ntuli was · recently killed by -
vigi lantes while on his way back 

station in compliance wi th his 
restriction order. 

His death has led de mocrati c · 
organisations in Natal t o claim 
that ex-detainees a re now fa cmg 
"t he death sentence . by secret 
death squads, vigilantes and 
agents of apartheid". 

Ntuli had been released only 
ten days earlier after a prolonged 
hunger strike, but his restriction 
orders were ·well known to all, 
including the vigilantes thought 
t o be responsibl e for his death. 

Ntuli 's lawyers wrote a letter 
to the Minisr e r of Law and 
Order, Adriaan Vlok, saying that 
his restriction orders were endan­
gering peoples' lives. 

Many people fear that Ntul i ' s 
death is the start of a new 
phase in the at t empt t o silen.ce 
anti -apartheid activists. 

Another Natal ex-det ainee, 
Thembinkosi Bhekizita 'Baba ' 
Dlamini, has launched a Supreme 
Court challenge to the validity 
of his restrictions. He is under 
house arrest for 20 hours a day 
and must report to the police 
twice during the four hours he 
may leave his house. 

He said his restrictions make 
him vulnerable as people 
aware of his movements. 

were 
His 
by fear has been compounded 

Chris Ntuli's death. 
He also claimed that his 

restrictions were intended to 
force him to inform. He is one 
of an estimated 700 detainees 
who have been restricted since 
their release. He cannot partici­
pate ·in any act ivi t ies of the now 
non-existent La montville Y 6uth 
Congress, the Natal Indian Cong­
ress and t he Nat al Organi sat ion 
of Wom en, both of which he was 
never a me mber. 

May Day mobilis·ation 

Workers at a May Day rally m Durban last year demand 
a May 1 holiday. Picture: AFRAPIX 

On Monday Rhodes university first Monday in May. 
.workers and some students stayed This attitude has not gone 
away from work and lectures in without criticis m. The Democra­
celebrat ion of t he internationally tic Party has called on the gov­
accepted Workers ' Day, May 1. e rnm ent to "stop doing an egg 

The South African governmeht dance" about ·Mayday and follow 
has officially rejected this date international practice by simply 
as a paid holiday, and have declaring it on May 1. 
instead attempted to create an But of all the government's 
alternative holiday during the critics, none have been as threat-
fi rst week of May.· ening and as militant about 

Last year, when May 1 fe ll workers' issues as t he Congress 
on a F riday, they de clared their of South African Trade Uni ons, 
holiday the first Friday of the Cosatu. The. federation has a 
month. This year , with May 1 membe rship of over 1 million -

-falling on a Monday, the offic ial including Rhodes workers whose 
holiday h<:.s been changed to the union, Transport and General 

Mayday this year was 
day on which workers nati 
started to mobilise behind their 
demand for a new Labour Rela-
tions Act. In terms of the 
present Act, mana!!ement coRn 
sue trade unions for losses in­
curred because of illegal strikes. 

The campaign for a new Act 
follows a dec ision . taken at a 
Workers' Summit in johannesbu 
early this year. At the summ 
attended by 700 delegates ' repr 
senring over two mi llion worke 
made a number of pr 
which may lead ro wides 
worker action this year. 

The main proposal was that 
an a lt ernative "Workers ' Labour 
Rela ti ons Act " , drawn up by 
worke rs, be subm itted ro ' manage ­
ment. 

If within 30 days, empl oyers 
had not ag reed t o push for the 
amendm ent of the present Labour 
Relat ions Amendm ent Act to 
accomodare -worke rs ' demands, a 
nat ional disput e would be decla r­
ed. 

This could lead to a national 
strike, and judging by last year 's 
three day· stay-away in protest 
against t he Labour Relat ions 
Amendment Act, trade unions 
are in a strong position to take 
such act ion. 

The demands formulated at 
the Summit include: 

the right to strike 
* the right to sympathy strikes 

recognition of majority unions 
only 

no dismissals without proper 
hearings, an·d 
* negot iated retrenchment 
along the lines of ' last in, firs t 
OU t 1

• 

In its Mayday message, Cosatu 
called on all its all ies in the 
democratic movement to celebrate 
Mayday with workers. 

"The. unempl oyed, the youth , 
the women, the civics - all must 
be part of buil ding Mayday, of 
building unity, of building sol ida ­
rity, of building a uni ted wall of 
resistance against t he · enemies 
of all the oppressed and expl oited 
people of our land." C n<; Rtll • •irl 

Student action around 
detentions bears 

A new committee which will 
look into detentions at Rhodes 
would be formed in the very 
near future, according to a 
Nusas-SRC spokesperson. 

Following a meet ing between 
the Nusas-SRC and the Vice-Cha­
ncellor, Dr De rek Henderson , two 
weeks ago, a proposal has been 
made to have a com mittee to 
investigate how best the university 
can deal with the question of 
de tentions. The meeting came 
about after the de tention of 
Sidwell Mokguthu, who has since 
been released and heavily rest rlc ­
ted. 

Mokgothu ' s detent ion sparked 
a two-day stayaway from classes 
by students who . wanted to know 
what the university would do to 
protect students from security 
police harassment - especially in 
the light of their undertaking to 
do this last year when four 
Rhodes students were detained. 

Also, the police visited 
certain reses and SRC offices 
presumably "looking for people 
to detain". A student was also 
chased around campus by armed 
security police. 

Other student demands inclu­
ded: a commitment from the 
VC that he was going to make 
sure Mokgothu, an asthma suffer-
er, receiv.ed adequate medical 
attent ion; that the university 
should use c reative methods t o 
keep the security poliice off 
ca mpus and ··at the university 
should do 1.s best to secure 

. Mokgothu ' s release. 
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Security police film students gathered on Kaif Lawns to 
protest the detention of Rhodes student Sidwell Mokgothu. 

In the short term , the VC 
assured students the university 
would do everything it could. 
But he added that the university 
could not guarantee that students 
cannot be detained on campus 
as the police had more power in 
terms of the emergency regulat­
ions. Students were advised to 
notify their house wardens if 
they saw suspicious elements in 
their reses. 

However , to deal with t he 

questions of detentions generaily, 
it was suggested -that a committee 
consisting of members of the 
student body, academics and 
members of the administration 
be .set up. Students also suggest­
ed that the VC or a mandated 
representative sit on this com­
mittee as well. 

At the t ime of going to 
press, a meeting which woul d 
deci de on the fi nal st ructure and 
the participants in the com mitt ee 
was being held. 
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SASPU Campus 
Roundup. 

Turf M~nagement 
Negotiate 
Allan Boesak, Frank Chikane and 
Sister Bernard Ncube were part 
of a delegation of church and 
community leade rs who met with 
th~ Management of the University 
of .the North recently to protest 
the continued presence of the 
SADF on Turfloop campus and 
to de liver over 12 000 postcards 
signed by students on campuses 
throughout South Africa. . 

bee n occupied by the SADF 
since the declaration of the 
state of eme rge ncy on june 12 
1986. An a rmy camp has been 
se t up on . university premises. 
Regist ration of students,' entry 
to a nd from the campus a nd all 
student act ivity is su_pervised 
and monitored by the SADF. 

dis ruptive to the unive rsity life 
and the fragile relations between 
students and management. Turf­
loop management also agreed to 
joint act ion with students and 
the delegation in order to remove 
the SADF from campus. 

Wits Military Research 
A Secret 

This meeting was the culmma­
tion of a campaign initiated by 
Nusas earlier this year around 
the crises at Turfloop University. 

The Turfloop campus has 

The delegation was stopped 
and questioned by the SAP on 
the way to the university but 
when they eventualty met with 
Turfloop management it was 
agreed that the presence of 
security forces on campus is 

This meet ing is to be t he 
beginning of a process of negotia­
tion with the University of the 
North management where issues 
like the righ t of students to 
organise through the SRC will 
a lso be raised. 

WITS The official student 
newspaper here, Wits Student, 
has tmcovered proof that research 
for Armscor subsidiaries is hap­
pening at Wits, in contravention 
of the university' s policy of not 
doing research for military pur­
poses. 

Military research is being 
kept secret because Wits aca­
demics are describing it as private 
research which has nothing to do 
with the university. 

Research is described . under 
generic headings which imply 
that it may be used for civilian 
as well as military applications. 
This is, however, not always 
strictly true. 

While investigating a fraud in 
the Engineering Faculty Wits 
Student members saw a University 
audit which showed that a re­
search grant had been paid out 
of a sum of about R40 000 
given to Wits by a company 
called Kentron. 

A journalist on the Financial 
M,ail told Wits Student Kentron 
w\s an Armscor subsidiary whcih 
specialised in missile systems. 
There are no civilian applications 
for missile systems. 

Wits Student was not able to 
establish why Kentron wo"uld 
have donated R40 000 to Wits. 

Wits Deputy Vice Chancellor 
in charge of Finances would 
neither confirm nor . deny the 
authenticity of the audit. 

Nobody in the university was 
officially aware of the extent of 
research for military purposes. 

The reaction of the Adminis­
tration has been mixed and 
contradictory. In an interview 
last month Deputy Vice Chancellor 
in charge of Research Professor 
Sellschop said he know of no 
research for the SADF or Arms­
cor. 

Specifically, he denied know­
ledge of research into an SAF 
ledge of research into an SADF 
helicopter. 

Professor Sellschop stated 
that all private research work 
had to be approved by the Dean 
of the Faculty concerned. 

Standing orders for private 
work by academics, including 
research staff, stipulates that 
applicants must, through their 
Heads of Depanment, submi~ a 
written application to the Dean. 

This apj>lication must reflect 
inter alia the nature of the 
private work being undertaken 
and the expected remuneration. 
In addition, the standing orders 
stipulate that "no full-time 
member may undertake private 
work for gain except with the 
written consent of the Dean". 

Commenting on . the . question 
of private research for the mili­
tary, Dean of Engineering · Pro­
fessor Glasser said · "I don't 
know; I don't question the details 
of private research. I'm not 
keen to get involved in this Sort 
of · is5ue · and as Dean: l.t 's not. 
part of iny job". 
· Professor Glasser - claimed ·. 
that one. of his criteria . for 
approving private research is "its 
benefit to the communi_ty;"-

A well-informed source in 
engineering · circles · told · · Wits 

Student that "about a year ago 
Professor Nurick (head of Aero­
nautical Engineering) told me 
that he was under com ract from 
Atlas Aircraft (another A rmscor 
subsidiary) to do research on· 
helicopter rotor blades." 

Nurick allegedly cited his 
work at Atlas Aircraft as an 
example of Wits' involvement in 
industry. 

Wits Student asked the source 
whether it was possible that the 
research was simply of a generic 
nature and not intended for 
military purposes. 

He said "the main function 
of Atlas is to make aircraft for 
military purposes. Normally 
there are very strong links with 
the SADF. If Nurick had wanted 
it t0 be used for civil applications 
he would go to Boeing not Atlas". 

In a written response to a 
series of questions put to him , 
Professor Nurick stated that "it 
is accepted that the University 
does not support research for 
military purposes." 

Nurick described research at . 
Wits as being "of a generic 10% of the 12 000 pos tcards were signed on Rhodes Campus 

nature" and that this work "could '-7:;=--;;;-------:;;---------::=-=-:::::---::~-----------------------1 
be used for a wide range of 'Delmas bUS p M 8 1 
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applications." 1gs DO ow y Questioned about the role of 

:~~ep~~~~ ~¥:ic~;u!~~~e~~~;h2~ in jeopardy 
its people from ext ern a I agg res-
sors". 

"It may be argued that the 
SADF has from tim e to time 
been involved in other activities. 
This is unfortunate but does not 
detract from the role it. should 
and has played." 

Wits is more involved in 
military research than simply 
having its academics doing con­
tract work for A rmscor subsidia­
ri es. 

Wits gets paid by companies 
for Wits facilities and technology 
which academics use for "private" 
research. 

Glasser sai d that it was 

A busload of about 60 st udents 
and Fedtraw members was shot 
at by a balaclaved man as the 
group travelled to Delmas. 

T wo men in a white Golf 
pulled up next to the bus and 
fired a number of shots at the 
bus's tyres. The incident occured 
on 24 April as the group was 
going to the Delmas 'treason 
trial' . 

"Two of the tyres went flat 
and the bus was forced to stop 
at the Delmas turn-off. The 

possible that the university itself A well-known special branch 
could have a contract with a officer was seen walking past 
research company for the use of the bus minutes before it left 
its facilities for private research. from the front of Senate' House. 

In a telephone int e rview , Wit s After the shooting, students 
Vice Chancellor Professor Charlton were stranded about lOkrn· from 
said "if the university is taking the court and many of them 
a cut from privat e research, hitch-hiked to the venue. Some 
then the university is involved". of the students were picked up 
He agreed that the university by Fedtraw's Sister Bernard 
should not be involved in mil it ary Ncube who was also on her way 
research to t he extent that it to the trial. The trial has been 
is. He said "Wits Student has well attended and is still in 
told me enough for me to be progress. Students are planning 
concerne and I'm going to look to attend again in the future. 
into this." This incident can he linked 

Both Sellschop and Charl ton to similar acts of illegal and 
have said that they "would like violent repression, such as the 
to speak to anyone involved in burning of the Nusas office on 
research for the SADF at the West Campus, . the bombing of 
university." Khotso House and Kagiso House, 

Reporting on the research- and the large number of atrocities 
issue has · aroused · widespread . -committed by government,-trained:l 

. concern at the university. Not vtgllantes in the · townships. 
only · has the Vice-Chancellor None .of the. pe.rpeuators of · 
stated that. he . is concerned. these crimes have been apprehend­
enough .to "look into . the :t.atter", ed by the police and •the .popuhir 
but the t\cademic Staff .~. ;:socia- opinion is that investigation . into 
tion is discussing the issJ.!e. ·Dr thern haS not been thorough or 
Lorraine · Cllaskalson. · cha:rperson sufficient. 
of the ASA, declined to c : mment · The incident has been reported 
until the outcome :of thE discus- to the police and . a 'number of 
sions is knoll·n. · students have filed affidavids. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG Digs 
students at Natal University have 
been threatened with legal action 
fo llowing a petition to the city 
council and numerous complaints 
about their rowdy behaviour 
from local residents. 

Digs parties are a major 
cause of complaint among resi­
dents of the Scotsville area in 
Piete rm ar i tzburg. 

Among the complaints received 
by the university have bee n the 
excess ive noise resulting from 
such parties - one resident com­
plained of two parties in one 
week carrying on after 3.30am ; 
traffic problems caused by cars 
parked everywhere and anywhere; 
bad language among people leaving 
the parties, and behaviour such 
as throwing beer bottles and 
urinating into neighbouring gar­
dens. 

to 

ing student behaviour. 
He made it clear that "the 

university will be unable to give 
protection against legal · action 
taken against student digs." 

Webb also said t he university 
itself could take action under 
university rules, and "if students 
do behave badly and are identi­
fied , a case could be brought 
ag~inst_ them for bringing the 
untverslty into disreput e. " 

He went on to say that it 
was the students themselves who 
were putting their own digs 
establishments at risk and that 
it was up to them to review the 
si-ruation and take appropriate 
action to prevent recurrences of 
such behaviour. 

NUX , the official student 
newspaper at UNP, approached a 
student digs who thought it 
would be unreasonable for local 
residents · to prevent digs being 
established around the university, 
but they also felt t hat in certain 
cases some students' behaviour 
"left much to be desired." 

SRC . President Volker Wedeking 
thought some of the complaints 
could have been justified and 
that it was up to students to 
take responsibility for preserving 
-the good name of the university 
amongst Scottsville residents. 



C.O. 's Get 

Update on Namibia World Support 

A commission to investigate 
widespread claims of intimidation 
and harassment of Namibians by 
security forces has been establish­
ed by the Administrator- Gene ral 
of Namibia, Louis Pienaa r. 

Scores of complaints by Nami­
bian residents to Windhoek ' s 
Legal Assistance Centre and the 
Human Rights Cent re in Ongwedi­
va detailed reports of harrassment 
and assault by secu rity forces in 
Owamboland. 

The setting up of the commissi­
on follows widespread allegations 
that some Swapo fighters had 
been "effectively executed" 
when journalists reported seeing 
bodies exhibiting simple, clean 
hEadweund ., in. contrast to the 
grotesque dismemberment of 
many of the dead. 

"There were no wounds corres­
ponding to anything like that in 

,the stack of bodies we saw on• 
Oshakati. In fact, all of the 
dead had been shot clean th rough 
the head, at what we could only 
deduce was point-blank at close 
range- e ffectively executed." 

Residents of t he Omungwelme· 
area in northern Owamboland 
say six corpses identified by 
South West African Police as 

MA v 15 is tbe International 
Conscientious Objector Day, and 
like ewery year, c:onscienlious 
objectors fRm~ all cne.r tbe world 
will focus their atteotion on the 
plight of aJIISICientious ol:jectors 
011 ' specific country - which 
happens to be South Af rica this 
year. 

On the local scene, the Cons­
cientious Objectors Support Group 
(CO~:G! bas decided to launch a 
national campaign to suppcrt 
conscientious objectors and to 
mark the International Conscien­
tiot:s Objector Day. Th~· main 
theme of the campaign is to 
demand the release of imprisoned 
cc-nscientious Gbjectors and the 
provision of real alternatives to 
military service in the ~outh 
African Defence Force (SADF). 

In · recent years, resistance 
to se•vice in the SADF has 
grown especially in the form of 
conscientious objection. Each 
yE:ar thousauds cf conscripts 
leave the country rather than 
serve in the SADF. Others. like 
Dr Ivan Toms, David Bruce, 
Charles Bester and most recently, 
Saul Bauofin have been given 
prison sentences up to six years 
for refusing to serve in the 
'>ADF. 

I 
"Swapo terrorists" we re in fact 
well known village rs, whom they 
identHied individually. 

22 Gue rrilas killed at Ondeshifiilwa - village rs were left t o bury the guerrillas 
Picture: AFRAPIX 

COSG aim to highlight the 
plight of conscientious objectors, 
increase the moral legitimacy · 
of objection, building non- racia­
lism, develop support of Alterna­
t ive National Service and l:uild 
international support. 

It has been suggested that the 
killing of civilians and the 
"effective execution" of 
Swapo guerrillas could have 
ben the reason that so many 
dead guerrillas were so hastily 
buried in mass grave~. 

The Weekly Mail reports that 
allegations of serious misconduct 
by security forces in Namibia 
are emanating from sources as 
diwnse as a conservative British 
newspaper, a Washington lobby 
group and Owamholand civilians. 

Fourth 
Conscient ious objector, Saul 
Batwfin has been sentenced to 
18 months in prison for refusing 
to . report fo r a three month 
military camp. 

He is the fourth objector, 
after Ivan Toms, David Bruce, 
and Charles Bester, to be ja iled 
for a substantial pe riod for 
refusing to contribute to the 
SADF in any capacity. The 
objections of a ll four are based 
on politica l and moral grounds 
as opposed to religious ones. 

Batzofin' s t ri al and sentencing 
ra ises important issues. Most 
notably, t he glaring absence of 
alternative forms of na tional 
service in this country. 

Several organisat ions have 
been lobbying for a system of 

" If substantiated", the 
newspaper says, "they will cast a 
dramatically different light on 
the actions of security forces 
since the fi ght ing began on t he 

. first day of t he implementation 
of United Nations Resolut ion 
435." 
Captured guerrillas claimed they 
were making their way to Nothern 
Namibia to surrender their arms 
to the UN monitoring force, 
UNTAG, believing the SADF had 
been confined to bases. 

Objector 
_properly supervised non-military 
community service such as that 
offered in a number of other 
countries. Some such groups, 
such as the ECC, have suffered 
effectual banning and det ention 
of leaders as a result of their 
endeavours. The governmem 
still refuses to consider this 
option. 

More immediately, Batzofin 
faces the prospect of losing his 
job at Liberty Life, where he is 
a career development officer. 
Libe rty Life has given assurance 
tha t Batzofin's employment will 
not be formally terminated but 
adds that his position will be 
reviewed on t he date of his. 
release. The Saul Batzofin Sup­
port Group, which a tte mpts to 

Katutura residents of Windhoek 
believe that when Swapo guerrillas 
came across the Angolan border , 
just before or on the first day 
of t he transltlon process, t hey 
were ambushed by the South West 
African Police (Swapol). 

The civilians reject the Swapol 
version of events, which essentially 
rests on the claim that "routine 
patrols" came across tracks, 
followed them and were fired 
upon. 

Jailed 
raise awareness of consc':ription 
and conscientious objecto rs in 
the business sector, has found 
t hat few firms would cominue 
to employ someone jailed for 
refusing to serve without loss of 
benefits. 
· Under conditions such as 
these , many young men objecting 
to the role of the SADF in the 
townships and Frontline states, 
have been forced to emigrate. 
The result has been a massive 
brain drain. 

In a recent survey it was 
found that 65% of 100 £ina! year 
male s tudents a t the unive rsity 
of Cape Town we re conside ri~g 
e migration ra the r than se rve m 
the SADF or face long jail sent­
ences. 

New Women's Group Tackles the Issues 
A dynamic new sub-co mmtttee The need for thi·s c a mpai gn phoning 22023 or 29746 for an 
has formed a round the Women 's w·ll.s clear'ly indicated by the escort if walking alone at night. 
portfolio on the Nusas-SRC ' to results of a questionnaire on the Campus Security has stressed 
address important campus issues issue of contraception distributed the importance of making use of 
such as contraception, rape and last term. 75% of the· 731 res- this service but say it .is necessary 
the role of women in the univer- pondents said they would make to contact them half an hour 
sity. use of contraception facilities if befor'e leaving in order to ensure 

SRC Wom en 's Councillor Nina they were avai lable on campus. a guard is available. They have 
Shand said the main objective of Only 3•5% were opposed to the otfered to escort women around 
the new group was "to make idea. campus, to ·the Monument and to 
People more awa re Of Women's In addition to this campaign, h H" h N d Af · · f ·d · d t e 1g , ew an ncan street 
issues which are not being add- a senes o VI eos atme at areas of t own. 
ressed on campus at the moment. encouraging awareness of women's The new women ' s group also 
The Miss Fresher issue showed problems is being shown women ' s intends t o focus on female stu-
how l"mpor t ant t"t was that prob- residences every Sunday. k d d . . 

R · f h dents, wor ers an aca em1cs m 
!ems should be raised before epresentauves rom t e . 

Graha mstown Rape Crisis Cent re a study of women m t he unive r-
they get out of hand." have also been asked t o present sity, and ·t o look at the contra-

The group has planned a ve ry talks on rape and sexual harass- versies surrounding a woman's 
full programme for this term ment. right t o have an abortion. 
which has a lready begun. Their Any women int erested in 
firs t campaign is aimed at making The group feels it is impor t ant . . h" 

that fe male students be made contributmg m any way t o t I!> 
contrac~ption avai lable a t Rhodes f h d f lk" group a re invi t ed to a tt end t he 
as it is on most othe r campuses aware 0 t e angers 0 wa mg . . · · h 

alone at night and encourage weekly meeungs upstaus m t e 
and providing students with more h k f C Srudent's Union Building at 7.30 t em t o rna e use o ampus 

They point to the very large 
numbers billed in the initial 
clashes, compared to the t wo 
weeks t hat followed. 

Obse rvers in Windhoek also 
point to long s t anding South 
.African claims that Swapo had 
been heavily infiltrated by the 
South African intelligence agents. 
'If this is true,they ask, how was 
an infiltration of a scale dwarfing 
anything in t he 23 year-war 
carried out undetected until it 
was too late. 

In Grahamstown, the Black 
Sash, the Rhodes Nusas-SRC and 
ot he r concerned groupings ioclnr'.JI.­
ing church groupe; are co-ordina­
ting the local part of tbe National 
campaign. 
· A meeting will ·· be held en 
May 12 on campus where two 
:werseas CORSICientioas cbjectors 
.will speak, one of whom fought 
in Vietnam and since renOlBiced 
conscription. 

Women from all walks 
of life ... 

. .. should be 'able to enjoy 
a.U the walks _of life 

BUT CAN'T. 

Cam p us Security will walk 
y o u around camp u s , to N.ew 
a n r African streets and th e 
~~ onument. 

Phone 29746 
h a l f an hour 

o r 22 0 23 
b e fore 

you want to leave. 

DON 'T WALK ALONE! 

·information about cont raception. Th da n1"ght 
L----------------------------------Se~c~u~ri~t~y's protection se rvice by._ __ e_ve_r_Y ____ u_rs ___ Y ______ ·----------------------------------------------- -----------------------------J 
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LIFE IN RES 3: THE HILL 
Food, fines 
and fun­
students 
'speak out 

RHODEO went to the inhabitant& 
of Rhodes' largest hall to hear 
it "from the horse's mouth, so 
to speak. When first approached 
for comment, the majority of 
' com mentators' went to extreme 
lengths to ensure their complete 
anoaymity. Why? The answer 
is obvious. They all fear the 
web of influence of the dreaded 
Hall Warden. In fact we were 
asked not to even refer to him 
by his name. II I 11111111 111111.1111 1111 111 
What is it like to live on the 
hill away from the main campus 
and how does it affect you? 

................ 
-"1 don'treally mind staying up 
he re. During exams it is best 
as the quiet climate is conducive 
to st.udying. In fact the ASP 
guys should include a stint of 
Kimberly as part of their pro­
gramme for troubled students." 
(BA 3) 
-"1 like it... its like living in a 
game reserve ... OK maybe not, 
but you really adapt to life up 
here." (B.Pharm 4) 
-"1 enjoy the walk and the setting 
is fantast.ic." (B.journ 1) 
-They should organise a lift 
service - I am not a member of 
the mountain club but if I ha:ve 
to cont.inue walking up and 
down hills for the rest of my 
degree ... then I might as well 
join." (BA 1) 

Outside the dining hall: Kimberley Hall is known for its 
social cohesiveness and .unique atmosphere. 
-"Kimberly Hall has the best -"I enjoy the food, although it 
atmosphere. Its a rural/urban can Improve. I think Kimberley 
fusion sort. of thing." (B.Comm is second onlv to Founders as 
2." far as food is ~oncerned." 

-"The food is edible but not 
What about the food in Kimberley . worth what we pay" BSc 3 
Hall? 
-"1 can't complain about the 
food content because the re isn't 
any. We have to reso rt r.o eating 
bread sometimes." (Bjourn 1) 
-"Food can improve but generally 
it's O.K."(B.Pha rm) 
-"I hate the food .. .it leaves a 
lot to be desired. We need far 
more juice and the meal times 
should be extended."(B.A.1) 

Do the rules bug you? 

-''They 're very strict" BA 3 
-"Some of the rules are strict, 
but most are OK" LLB 
-"The ru les are basically Oel­
schig 's and he designs them as 
if he thought we were sr.iil at 
nursery school. Kimberley is 
the most repressive hall on 
campus". BSocSci 3 when 

Walker: "we're not 
that bad" 

asked to substantiate his opinion 
this person rar.t.led off a string 
of unprintable expletives on the 
deeds of Mr Oelschig. 
-"Rules .... no comment." BSc 3 
-"It is too bureaucratic with so 
many different people conrrollin_g 
different authoritarian structures" 
BSc l 

Walke r House ts probably the 
most nor.orious res on the Hill, 
with a "dog" roputation that 
just doesn't seem to go away. 

Rhodeo spoke to senior student 
Pauick Capel about it, and he 
was adamanr. thar. their reputation 
was tmcalled-for. 

"About five or six yea rs ago 
it was quite bad and the repura­
tion has stuck", he said.. "There 
might be a few people who · still 
live up r.o it but it's wrong to 
judge everyone in the res by a 
minority. " 

He said it was so bad that 
some people, especially women, 
sometimes refused to talk to 
anyone from Walker. 

He did admit, however, that 
Walker was "quite a parry res" 
and said some students enjoyed 
the label because it provided a 
handy excuse for bad behaviour. 

Things are, however, a lot 
quieter than they used to be. 
The last of the famot:s shaving-

cream fights · was ages ago and 
use of the firehoses has dropped 
of f dramatically because of the 
threa; of huge fines. 

Their traditional relati onship 
with Pringle was not as st rong 
this year, he said, mainly due to 
the new intake of first-years 
who "are not. r.oo impressed with 
us" after they wer~ the victims 
of a shaving-cream raid earlier 
this vear. 

\Valker, however, was still 
very cohesive and "the guys go 
out together a lor.." Friction 
did build up sometimes but "all 
reses have little hiccups like 
that." 

On relationships between 
black and white studenr.s, Patrick 
said rhey were generally good 
but that there were some com-
munication · problems in that. 
white studenr.s had difficulty 
understanding why black students 
chose not t.o participate in hall 
and res functions .. 

-"The noise rules are too strict ... 
basically they are pointless. 
Otherwise they are OK - I stay 
clear of rules" BA(Law)3 

What about Oelschig? 
he is quite notorious. 

It seems 

-"He is iascist. His fines are 
harsh. I was fined twice, once 
for noise and once for an illegal 
party. Also the point abour. him 
beirig able to search rooms really 
bugs me" Bjourn 1 
-"Oelschig is a military ruler -
his noise hours are stupid. He 
won't let us hang washing from 
our windows, a nd considering t.he 
fact rhat guys' reses have no 
washing lines it is really a perry 
rule." BPharm 2 

-"G•:lschig is stricr., but. I hard ly­
ever notice him at res" BPharm2 
-"Who is Oe!schig" BA l 
-"Oelschig and I have a good 

rapport. but. I really don't under­
stand how he can fin e guys for 
having unt.idy rooms" BCom 2 
-"1 hate him. He runs the 
place like a legal institution. 
He fined some guys for havi ng 
an illegal parry R540... mean 
we're only student.s. Anyway, 
I'd like to know what happens 
to all the fine money." BPharm 
2 
What would you like to see­
happen on the Hill? 
-"1 think a bar at res which was 
strictly cont.rolled would really 
create some sp!Ctt among the 
guys. As it is the liquor rules 
are pathetic, so a bar would do 
nicely." BPharm 2 
-"VIle definitelv need another 
female res up here. fe e l they 
should kick our everyone in De 
Beers and turn it. into a female 
res." Bjourn l 
-"We should get a decoder. 
M-Net has some useful stuff and 
I'm sure the co~r. wouldn'T. come 
t. o much fer an entire res 11 .. 

Bt\3 
-"Goldfields needs new phones. 
These old ones hardly every 
work when you need them. We 
need phones which r.ake more 
than just. 20c pieces". Bjourn 2 

So after all's been said, what 
are your views about life on the 
Hill? 
-"It's a lovely place to live. 
wouldn'T. leave it as I feel that 
the problems can be sorted out.." 
Bjourn l. 
-"I really love life at Kimberley 
Hall". BPharm 4 
-"If I had a car, !iff' here would 
be like living in Beverley Hills". 
BA2 
-"The reses are modern and 
cosy and the set.t. ing is beaur.iful. 
I wouldn't leave." LLB 
-"It's the best hall on campus". 
BPharm 1 

Pringle- things that go bump in the night 
Thomas Pringle House,with 75 
residents, is the only women's 
res idence on the Hill and has 
a reputation of · being a 
"raver-res". Last year there 
were several incidents which 
seemed to ·confirm this 
impression like the Sam 
fi re-driil which only about 25 
people were there for - but 
semior student, Barbara 
Dale-jones told Rhodeo it · 
was "much calmer this year 
- maybe first-years are still 
ge~ting into things''. 

- . 
and lighr.s woould turn on of 

. their own accord. On one 
its most unusual "asset" is 
the famous Pringle ghost, an 
1.820 Settler-type thought to 
reside in the graveyard on 
which the res is built. 

Women from Pringle's 
bottom corridor, which is the 
ghost's customary haunt, last 
year reported several incidents 
of things moving around and 
mugs flying through the air. 
Even the warden was affected 

and lights woould r.urn on of 
r.heir own accord. On one 
occasion an intercom switched 
on as she walked past it and 
an unitelligible, blur_ry voice 
drifted through the corridor. 

Many · students 
sceptical, said Barbara, 
they're a bit nervous 

are 
"but 

about 
it anyway". 

lihosts aside, though, 
Barbara said Pringle was 
generally a great place to 
live. The few"hiccups" 
experienced la5t year with 
fines have largely been ironed 
out and Pringle is "remarkably 
quiet this year". 

On relations between 
students and wardens she 
said the house warden, Pat 
Burnett got on very WQll 

with students but "there is a 
fair amount of terror of the 
Hall Warden - nobody wants to 
clash with him". 

"He's fine to deal 
normally but if you've 
anything wrong you 
~omething to worry about. 

with 
done 
have 

I don't know if the stories 
about him prowling around 
with spotlights of having 
spies in the reses are true -
but he does seem to find out 
a lot." 

Oelschig­
the man 
behind 
the myth 
Kimberley Hall, affectionately 
known as "The 1-lill", is the 
biggest ha ll on campus with a 
total population of 511> students, 
only 71 of whom are female. 
Altogether it houses about a 
quarte r of the residence students 
at Rhodes. 

It also boasts the most no-
toriously disciplinarian Hall 
Warden at Rhodes. · Rhodeo 
spoke to M r l'vlj Oelschig to find 
out more about the ma n behind 
the myth. 

An ex-Rhodesian, Mr 07Ischig 
worked as a senior magistrate 
for 15 years, before resigning to 
take up a lect.uring post at the 
University of Rhodesia. He was 
also a member of the Rhodesian 
armv. In his own words, . "Who 
was~'t?" in those days. 

He arrived at Rhodes Universi­
ty in june 1979 and was attached 
to Kimberley Hall from 1980 
onwards. 

Mr Oelschig charted to Rhodeo 
about the more unusual incidents 
that· have occurred over the last 
decade at Kimberley Hall. 

The Pringle Ghost. issue rem­
ains the most intriguing. The 
ghost is apparently a lirr.le man 
who "wafr.s around the corridors 
of Pringle especially _during exam 
time. 11 -

In the early 1980's it apparen­
tly found sleeping with three 
different male st.udents on r.hree 
consecutive nights. The students 
who experienced the appanuon 
each revealed the story separately 
and there are therefore some 
who do not doubt. the authenticity 
of the Pringle ghost t.o this day. 

On the subject. of fines, for 
which he is apparently renowned, 
M r Oelschig claims !hat for the 
month of February 1989, Kimber­
ley Hall has had the second 
lowest. percent.age of fines per 
student. 

He claims, however, that. he 
won't. tolerate "nonsense", especi­
ally when students come . home 
drunk and breaking things, and 
making a noise. 

He also raises fines each 
year to keep up with inflation, a 
practice that is quite controversial 
in the Hall. 

nn 
The question of allowing 

alchohol to be sold at Kimberlev 
Hall is not up for discussion, ~ir 
Oelschig told us. According to 
him the liquor laws forbid r.he 
sale of liquor without a licence. 

During the 1970's there were 
beer clubs on campus but these 
were illegal, and when it became 
known that some st.udents were 
making huge profir.s on rhe sale 
of liquor, this acr.ivity was stop­
ped. 

Being ar. Kimberley for nine 
years, Mr Oelschig has become 
an ached t.o the place, i r.s at mos­
phere and traditions and he 
really sees himself as a reasonable 
disciplinarian. But try r.elling 
r.har. r.o some of his victims ... 

There is more to Pringle 
than fines, fire-drills and 
parties, however ·-- - perhap.i 

she reported that during 
vacs when she was the only 
person around and· the res 
was locked, windows would 
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Students fight for 
legal aid 

Last Wednesday afternoon, 
campus saw what came to be 
known as the 'Grahamstown 
Fashion Show Afternoon' as 
students of all shapes and sizes 
ma rched down St Pe te r's lawns. 
It was not a graduat ion procession 
- everyone was going t o watch 
a discipl inary hearing involving 
two third year law students who 
fough t in class - t he f irst tim e 
ever such a hearing had been 
he ld in publ ic. 

None of t he st udents , who 
were dressed t o kill , knew that 
the fighti ng and the hear ing had 
been se t up t o publicise t he law 
F aculty's Legal Aid Week. 

The whole story started in 
the 8: 40 Legal Theo ry III lecture 
when two st udents , Reuben Liddel 
and Adrian Lush started a fight 
just befo re t,he lect ure start ed. 
When the lecturer , Mr Leyshon, 
came into the Graham Lecture 
Room , he found the two students 
slugging it out as the rest of 
the class watched in horror. 

The lecturer told the fighting 
students to leave the lecture 
room immediately, and t-he lec t ure 
was cancelled. ~ews of the 
'fight ' spread like wi ldfire on 
campus, hence the 'great trek' 
to the Law department which 
included some people who did 

not even know t here was a Law 
department at Rhodes. 

Bu t t he s tunt, whi ch was 
used to publi c ise Legal Aid 
Week, did wor k. 

Legal Aid \\ 'eek. organised by 
membe ra and students of t he 
La w Facultv inch.:ded speeches 
by e minent · la wyer' and judges. 
La wye rs. som e f rorr as fa r awav 
as Bi sho, spoke or. a range o.f 
topics incl ud ing a: -icle cle rbhip 
for Jaw . graduaie~ . 

The mock trial i tself helped 
to c reat e awareness around t he 
Legal Aid Clinic which provides 
the publi c and students wi th 
legal guidance and advi ce. 

The Clinic , which is run 
mainly by volunteer law student s, 
also p rovides the necessary prac ­
tice for students. According to 
Pj Cloete, a member of the 
Legal Aid Clinic, students at 
Rhodes get to put into practice 
what they have learnt. 

At the same time, the clinic 
helps students who are facing 
disciplinary action from the 
university by glV!ng them free 
legal advice, he added. 

If you are int erested in the 
Rhodes Legal Aid Clinic or if 
you · need legal advice, you can 
visit them at 8 Bathurst street 
bet ween 2pm and 4pm. 

Free tickets for township: 
festival goers 

The organisers of the Standard 
Bank Arts Festival will be giving 
about R16 000 wor th of free 
tickets t o the people of Grahams­
town at the Festival this year. 

This action is part of the 
Arts Encounter, a proj ect launched 
to add ress problems in the Fest i­
va l, espec ia lly those conce rning 
accessibili t y of product ions to 
me mbers of the Grahamstown 
comm un ity. 

The dona t ed t ickets wi ll be 
issued to various church gro11ps 
and community based o rganisa ti ons 
to distribut e as they will to 
pens ione rs , the une mployed and. 
schola rs. A cert a in a mount o f 
t ickets a re be ing se t as ide fro m 
each of the produc t ions fo r t he 
Main Fes tiva l, the F ringe and 
the product ions in the to wnship 
for this prupose. 

Fes tiva l Offi cer, Ms Miggi 
Lo rra-ine , said the prim a ry obj ec ­
tive in this action is to "mak e 
the arts experience access ibl e to 
those who simply neve r have the 
money to attend." She fee ls 
that this experi ence "enri ches 
the sptrtt, quite apart from 
building bridges between peopl e. " 

In past yea rs , the Grahamstown 
Fes tival has com e under much 
crit ic ism regard ing the seem ingly 
biased nature of t he performances, 
the expense of the tickets and 
the inaccessibility of the venues , 
al l of which contribute to making 
the Fest.ival quite an e litist 
occas ion. 

The Arts Encount e r appears 
to be address ing som e of these 
issues and are o rganising a lt erna­
tive venues for pe rformances. 
The re will be three venues in 
the township this year, two of 
whi ch will be holding · pe rforman­
ces from the Main Fes tiva l, the 
cheapest tick e ts being ri.l 0 and 
1~ 8 for students. C:o·mpanies 
willing to perform at . no .cha rge 
will hold pe rformances at the 
rhi rd venue and these will have 
no admission fe e. 

The arts Encounter a lso int ends 
to run .a se ries of lec tu res and , 
workshops on topics surrounding 
the pe rforming arts at a minimal 
,!" ntranc e fee o f 20c. 

This yea r' s Fes tiva l runs 
fro m 6 to 14 july and includes a 
CAPAB production of Macbe th 
and Pact's rendition of As You 
Like lt. 
-----------------------J-

'Get involved' is 
economistS mes 

seminar last week 

A FUNDAMENTAL redistribution 
of political powe r was essential 
to addre~sing the problem of 
poverty m South Africa, said 
UCT economist Francis Wilson at 
a seminar held at Rhodes last 
week. 

Wilson, co-ordinator of the 
1984 Carnegie enquiry into poverty 
and underdevelopment in South 
Africa, and co-author of the 
book "Uprooting poverty", said 
that ultimately it was only the 
poor who would look after the 
poor and a process of empower­
ment .had to happen. 

He said it was vital social , 
scientists began . to consider 
policy formulation for a futur e 
South Afri ca, and scour the 
world fo r ideas about the role 
of a future state could play in 
employment creation and othe r 
important areas. 

If! the short term, howeve r, 
there was a lot of people could 
do to shift the balance of power 
which would be consist ent with 
the futur e goals of a democratic, 
non-rac ial society. Many non­
government organisations were 
involved in programmes to comba t 
poverty. He added that all social 
scientists could play an important 
role in this rega rd - ei the r by 
strengthening existing organisations 
or by st art ing new ones. 

The extent of poverty was 
evident from the case studies 
Wilson cited - for many people 
in this country, basic necess ities 
of life like water, fue l and 
housing are not easi ly available. 

In some rural areas . of the 
Ciskei, _ t he daily average dai ly 
water consumption was nine 
litres per person per day for 
drinking, washing and cooking . -

the World Health Organisation 
has esti mated the bare minimum 
necessary at 50 litres. 

In eastern Cape towns like 
Cradock, the ave rage daily con­
sumption of water for whites 
was 319, as opposed to 19 1i tres 
fo r peopl e in . the adjacent town­
ships. 

It was estimated that the 
ene rgy women expend daily in 
carrying wat e r was roughly equi­
valent to that expended by miners 
wie lding picks or people mixing 
concrete. Some families in Cis~ 
keian villages spent three hours 

a day getting water. 

Poverty was expensive not only' 
in terms of the energy wasted 
·but in hard cash terms as well. 
In Gazankulu , people would pay 
up to SO cents for a 25 !litre ; 
drum of water - 67 times more 
than people m towns pay for 
piped water. 

Wilson s tressed that any 
st ratcgy to a llevi a te pove rty 
would have to address water 
provision as an urgent problem -
until everyone had easy access 
to suffi c ie nt. c lean water, st a n­
dards o f living could not be 
improved. 

A simila r s ituation existed 
for many people with regard 
to fueL Wilson said although 
South Afr ica produced alm ost 
60 percent of a ll the electri city 
produced in Africa, 80 percent 
of black households did not have 
access to it. 

In the homelands, fuel coll ec ­
tion had ser ious ecological conse­
quences and was as much if not 
more of a source of denudation 
as ove rgrazing. Women in Natal 
wou ld carry 40 kilograms loads 
of firewood several kilometres to 

their homes about three times a 
week. 

While rural poverty was more 
extreme, there were also se rious· 
problems of urban poverty. Over,­
c rowding, gene rally used as an 
indicato r of poverty, was bad in 
Soweto as in any ser iously ove r­
c rowded 't hird world city, said 
Wilson. Estimates of the total 
populat ion of Soweto ranged 
between 800 000 and three million 
with an average of 16-20 people 
living in a four-rooir,ed house. 

Because of the Nationalist 
government's strict anti-black 
urbanisat ion policy since 1948, 
not enough houses had been built 
to accomodate even the na tural 
increase in the urban populat ion , 
let alone those flocking to t he 
cities from the rural a reas. 

A more general idea of the 
extent o f poverty in this country' 
could be gained by looking at 
the proportion of households 
whose income was below the 
mtntnmum living level. In 1980, 
50 percent of all! households in 
the country we re below -this 
level. 0 f African households, 
60-65 percent were below this 
-level and in the homelands the 
figur e was 81 percent. 

The very distribution of wealth 
was a lso a good indicator of 
QOVerty leve ls. In 1978 when 
South Africa's Gi ni coeff icient 
w as calcul ated by researchers a t 
Stellenbosch, it stood at 0,66 
the highest knon in the world at 
the time. The Gini coe fficient is 
a measure of inequality a 
value of 0 indicates no inequality 
at all while a value of one points 
to complete inequality. Today 
South Af rican still ranks among 
the top few on the world scale 
of inequal income distribut ion. 

Christians 
on · fire 

set Graharnstovvn 

An internationally organised TOlch 
Run which has carried the Flame 
of Missions throughout the worl d, 
reached Grahamstown last week 
to coincide with the SCA Christian 
Missions Conference. 

A re lay of runne rs fr om Po rt 
Alfred ca rried the flame, which 
originated in .f e rttsalem , int o 
Grahamst own. It left the next 
dav with another se t of runn e rs 
foi Alexandria, the ultim ate 
destination being Singapore. 

In the words of a Speed the 
Light singer, the torch symboli sed 
the "march through the darkness 
with the light of His name ... 
carrying the torch of love." 

RHODEO May 1989 

The Speed the Light Mission 
Centre, based tn East London , 
was only one of · t he mr ss1on 
organisat ions present a t the con­
fe rence , ot he rs bei ng the Hope 
fo r Is ra el Group , SIM Life Chal­
lenge, Gi deons , Gospe l Recordings , 
Worldwide Evange lisat ion for 
C:hrist and Afri ca Evan geli cal 
Fellowship. 

These . o rganisations concentrate 
on "telling others about Jesus 
f.h rist , God 's Son and what He 
has done for them" , focussing on 
spec ific gr oups such as the Eastern 
Cape (Speed the Light), Moslems 
(SIM Life Challenge) and the 

Jews (Hope for Israel.) They are 
unit ed in the belief that the 
"m essag e must be shared with an 
unde rst anding of language and 
cultu re tha t makes it com prehen­
sible." 

The Rhodes Lord Our ( onquerer 
(CO C) band created a reallv 
vi bey atm osphe re at the meeting 
wit h th e ir finge r snapping opening 
songs , and were follow ed bv the 
Spe ed the tight dram a gronp , 
singe rs and . guest speaker . The 
con fe rence was ai med at 
encou rag ing Rhodes student s 
inte res t ed in mi ss ion work and 
pass ing the Flam e of Mi ss ions t o 
the younger gene rati on. 
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The traditi~nal concept of the 
1.llliversity is that it is an 'ivory tower', 
removed from social issues and politi­
cal struggles - a place where people 
are able to pursue knowledge and 
'truth,' free from pressures emanat­
ing from the wider society. 
This concept has, however, long since 
been repudiated by the recognition 
that 'truth and knowledge' (and the 
scholars committed to them) cannot 
be abstracted from their social con­
text. But some of the basic tenets of 
the 'ivory tower' concept - like the 
notion that academics should be in­
tellectually independent and autono­
mous, and that knowledge is 
independent and neutral - are still 
widely adhered to. 

Rhodes' Vice-chancellor, Dr Derek 
Henderson, told Rhodeo that "one of 
the cardinal reasons for the univer­
sity's existence ... [is the) ... provision of 
an impartial forum or market place 
where concepts and theories can be 
proposed and criticised". He argued 
that while he would see it as import­
ant to be receptive to local needs, "the 
university should not be subservient 
to the whims of the local population". 

Let us briefly consider the notion 
that the universities are 'neutral'. We 
can begin by agreeing that the univer­
sity is not the same thing as a political 
party- and we can add that control by 
any particular political grouping must 
be resisted - but regardless of their 
intentions, the universities do have a 
political effect. 
If every year this university produced 
1000 students without any Idea as to 
how our society works or how to 
change it, students who would then 
simply slot into skilled positions in 
society, it would have the effect of 
maintainin~ the status quo, regard­
less of its mtentions. Similarly, if it 
produced 1000 students who sought 
to, change our society into to a more 

'v ' . 

just and democratic one, it would be 
challenging the status quo. · 

As a result the universities hilVe 
been challenged from many quarters. 
It has been argued that in their pur­
snit of truth, the universities should be 
taking. responsibility for correcting .· 
the inaccuracies and distortions cre­
ated by apartheid education by giving 
students a better understanding of 
the political, social and economic re­
alities of South Africa. 

So, the notion of the university as 
'impartial market place of ideas' has 
come under increasing scrutiny as the 
universities have found theiUSelves in 
the centre of what some critics have 
called a 'crisis of legitimacy and con­
fidence'. 

Power struct~res 

A few years ago Mluleki George, 
President of the UD F Border region, 
made some astute comments on the 
composition of the ruling bodies of 
the university (the Senate and the 
Council): 'At J?i:esent you will find 

. the representatives of the rich, the 
powerful and overwhelmingly, if not 
exclusively, of the white minority. 
The UDF has over 700 affiliates with 
a non-racial membership of over 
three million. COSATU has almost a 
million paid up worker members. 
Yet neither of these instititutions is 
represented in any way on the ruling 
bodies of the major universities of our 
country'. 

Control of Rhodes University is for­
mally vested in Council - the highest 
decision making body in the univer­
sity. Members include those ap­
pointed by Senate, Convocation, the 
State President, the municipalities of 
Grahamstown, Port Elizabeth, 
Uitenhage, King Williamstown, 
Queenstown, and East London; do-

nors, ·and variuos white schools in­
cluding private schools. Council has 
one black representative (a professor 
from Fort Hare University), and no 
women. 

At Rhodes, it was as late as last year 
that the Nusas SRC won repre­
sentation on council . but only has 
speaking rights. A number of critics 
have su,ggested that it is fundamen­
tally unJust that the government and 
commercial interests should have so 
much control while workers, black 
communities and students them­
selves have so little say over the role 
and direction of our universities. 

. In a Wits University survey (called 
Perceptions of Wits) carried out 
among 49 black community organisa­
tions in the Johannesburg area, most 
of the respondents felt that the con­
trol exercised by the state and big 
business on the overall direction of 
lilliversity policy was facilitated by 
centralised and unrepresentative 
control structures inside the univer­
sity. The administrations were seen 
as the main obstacle to the develop­
ment of democratic and accountable 
control structures. · 

Devolution of power 
To counter this the respondents 

suggested that the university deci­
sion- making bodies should be more 
representative and that the cen­
tralised nature of university decision 
making should be overcome. Re­
spondents proposed a greater devol­
ution of· power to faculties and 
departments to give them greater say 
over decision making than they have 
at present. For the university to 
become more accountable to the 
broader South African community, it 
is critical for us to democratise our 
university structures. 

Students voice their protest at the banning of the ECC and 
students .last year. 
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An obvious poipt to that the 
university council should come to re­
flect the different race, class and gen­
der groupings of our society more ac­
curately. But as Professor Duncan 
Innes of Wits argues, "securing any 
number of black places on university 
councils does not necessarily mean 
they will faithfully represent the inter­
ests of the community, if indeed such 
'interests' can be defined or even 
exist". · 

"Nor does the idea of an advisory 
committee of community leaders 
necessarily resolve this problem. In 
this context, consultation with the 
educational officers of particular or-. 
ganisations might be more acceptable 
- the university would · at least know 
the precise source ofits advice." 

There are, then, numerous prob­
lems associated with representation 
and accountability - but this does not 
chan~e the fact that the current com­
position of Council is unacceptable. 

Innes suggests that urgent efforts 
must be made to bring more blacks 
into administrative and academic po­
sitions in our universities " a kind of 

. 'affu.mativeaction'. 
The 'Vice-Chancellor of Rhodes, Dr 
Henderson, told Rhodeo that he was 
"lacking in sympathy for affirmative 
action" because It did more harm than 
good to appoint someone .to a posi­
tion they were not qualified or 
equipped.to handle. 

Due to the inferior education that 
exists for blacks, perhaps it is inevit­
able that major changes in this area 
can only be made after greater num­
bers of black students have passed 
through university. But as Proflnnes 
argues, "a start can be made right 
now". 

Accountability 

Dr Henderson said that while he 
would not want to be guilty of ignor­
ing a range of opinions on the univer­
sity, he was 'worried' about the notion 
of being directly accountable to any 
organisation or community. Perhaps 
Dr Henderson is unduly concerned -
after all, nobody is suggesting that 
Rhodes align itself with any specific 
political party or progranm~e. But a 
commitment to a broad set of political 
programmes - non- racialism, opposi­
tion to discrimination, a com- · 
mittment to democracy - this is a very 
different thing. 

Wits sociologist, Jacky Cock, has 

our 
posited the notion of academic re­
sponsibility in preference to the no­
tiOn of accountability. 

· Accountability has connotations of 
· control and raises the fear of subve~t­
ing academic knowledge to specific 
political ends. 
Academic responsibility, on the other 
hand, implies a committment to egali­
tarian and democratic principles - it 
means that if we decide to do research 
on militarisation, for example, we 
should consult with progressive 
bodies like the Conscientious Objec-

; tor Support Group (COSG), and 
make our work accessible to them, 
but not be under COSG's direction 
and control. 

The research which the university 
undertakes is rarely rooted in the 
needs of the majority of South Afri­
cans. While scientists grapple with 
space-age technology, thousands of 
people still require inexpensive, hy­
gienic sewerage disposal systems. 

. Twenty years ago, medical specialists 
in Cape Town conducted what be- . 

·came · the world's first heart trans­
plant when, to this day; tuberculosis 
kills scores of South Africans. 

An area of particular concern is 
when university research is directly 
antagonistic to the communities they 
are supposed to serve. Last month, 
students discovered that research for 
Armscor was happening at Wits. 
(See page 4 of this edition) It seems 
incomprehensible that a supposed 
anti-apartheid institution conducts 
research for the South African 
Defence Force. 
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Academic responsibility means that 

a political scientist must research sig­
nificant processes and developments 
rather than trivial ones. Militarisa­
tion, for example, is arguably the most - I 

significant social process in South Af­
rican society at present - and t!Ie lack 
of research on the topic reflects the 
lack of social responsibility on the 
part of social scientists in Sout!I Afri-
ca. 

Another priority is ensuring that 
academics try to implement their re­
search findings. One way is to reqnire 
applicants for · a grant to submit a 
strategy for implementing what they 
have discovered. 

Of course, academics should still be 
free to follow their own research in­
terests, but the university should de­
cide on how high a priority such 
research should have, and will allo­
cate funds accordingly. Clearly there 
needs to be a shift of research resour-

Are we facing up 
to the future? 
As the eighties draw to a close, our 
universities urgently need to fmd a 
solution to the mounting crisis caused 
by increasing student numbers and 
shrinking funds. They need to find 
ways of increasing black access to the 
knowledge and resources which are 
currently their exclusive preserve. At 
present, blacks comprise over 85% 
percent of the total population but 
only 33% of students - this situation is 
clearly unjustifiable. 
Redressing these realities in a gross­

ly unequal society is difficult - the 
hving environment and economic po­
sition of disadvantaged communities, 
as well as their inferior schooling, all 
militate against their ablity to enter 
into and be successful at university. 

With this in mind a group of Wits 
academics set about surveying or­
ganisations representing this 'disad­
vantaged community' around 
Johannesburg, to get an impression of 
their attitude towards Wits and other 
'liberal' campuses like Rhodes. In all, 

· 49 organisations which had shown an 
interest in resolving the educational 
crisis in the country, were included in 
the survey. 

The results showed that 92% of re­
spondents saw the 'liberal' can1puses 
as representing the interests of gov­
ernment and the white community, 
while 89% saw it as representing the 
interests of big business. To back up 
their arguments the respo!!dents 
cited the small number of black aca­
demic staff members in t!Ie univer­
sity, the lack of representation of 
black students in university decision­
making and the 'white' values and cul­
ture propagated in these institutions. 

The, majority of the respondents 
stressed that, despite bemg con­
strained by the dominant political and 
social structures, there were internal 
changes that 'liberal' campuses could 
make in order to become more ac­
cessible to the majority of people in 
South Africa. Respondents argued 
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ces towards the needs and interests of 
the dominated social classes and 
groups- however, academics would 
need to maintain their research inde­
pendence. 

Perhaps we should be looking to­
wards an academic programme 
which is directly relevant to the needs 
and interests of the majority of our 
population. Jacky Cock suggests that 
the notion of social relevance has 
three components: "creatin~ a 
greater social awareness and critical 
consciousness in students; develo­
ping a practical orientation towards 
problem solving and away from highly 
theoretical courses; and thirdly re-di-

1recting teaching and research to­
wards the needs and interests of the 
disadvantaged communities in South 
Africa." 

Relevance vs excellence 

An interesting point that emerged 
from the Perceptions of Wits survey 
was that the university should com­
bine the notion of social relevance 
with academic excellence - the two 
were seen as compatible. · 

Indeed, there are many practical 
ways in which this could be achieved. 
Arts students could be required to 
spend one term working in: a literacy 
programme, or in the Grahamstown 
Rural Committee office dealing with 
forced removals, or in the Black Sash 
advice officv, or in the Legal Resour­
ces Centre, or in the Albany News 
Agency. We need to explore these 
forms of active engagement with dis­
advantaged communities at all levels 
of society - staff and students. 

Achieving this social relevance 
might involve, not only more black 
staff, but creating a new kind of aca­
demic - someone who is more in­
formed about social issues, more 
sensitive to the experience and needs 
of black students, and more com­
mitted to teaching. Academics clear­
ly need to be more involved in social 
issues and political organisations. 

Perha{>s the university should give 
a much higher priority to being excel­
lent at teaching than to being excel­
lent at research. Perhaps a 'new kind 
of academic' will come to terms with 
the fact that what the vast majority of 
students require at this stage of South 
Africa's development is an excellent 
basic undergraduate education. 

Academics could be committed to 
building student confidence and par-

that "the composition of'liberal' cam­
puses must reflect the society at large 
- particularly with regard to race, 
class and gender. This implies some 
form of positive discrimination or af­
frrmative action". 
Out of the 264 academics at Rhodes, 

219 are men and only 45 are women. 
There are only two black academic 
staff members, both of whom are men 
in the African Languages Depart­
ment. Black students account for less . 
than 20% of the Rhodes student 
population. This clearly does not re­
flect the composition of our society at 
large. 
However, on a purely demographic 

level, Professor Ian Macdonald has 
argued that "at the end of the century 
Rhodes will, at least in its student 
composition, be predominantly 
black". Indeed, figures released by 
the Department of National Educa­
tion indicate that by the year 2000, 
South Africa could have a total of 1,3 
million matriculants, more than one 
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ticipation, by encouraging question­
ing and movmg away from rigid and 
hierarchical teaching methods. 
White academics could be making ef­
forts to overcome their 'racism'­
something which is probably a result 
of an insensitivity and ignorance to 
the experiences, problems and needs 
of black students and a covert set of 
negative expectations of black stu­
dents which becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

Role of students 
Of course it is not only academics 

and administrations who should be 
exploring the role of the university in 
our society. Students have a vital part 
to play as well, according to Rhodes ' 
academic Marion Lacey. Change in 
the · university must come· from the 
grassroots -.no matter how many pro­
gressive academics there are, the 
university will not change unless all 
sectors, including students, work 
together. 
There is a great need for students to 

"get their act together" and define 
their role in the process of transfor­
ming the university- they cannot leave 
it all up the admmistration and aca­
demics but should work with them in 
attempting to address . the crisis we 
are facing. 

Some of the ideas and suggestions 
presented here are naturally tenta­
tive, unpolished and not fully worked 
out. But it is crucial that we debate 
the issues now - surely we cannot af­
ford to postpone them. We could be . 
formulating some sort of 'Academic 
Charter'. Much could be learned 
from the Freedom Charter (which 
was drawn up in 1955, at Kliptown, by 
the Congress of the People) in this 
respect: not only as a statement of 
values and intentions, but as a docu­
ment arrived at through the process 
of wide ranging consultation. 
The Freedom Charter was the out­

come of years of meetings and discus­
sions. The Congress of the People 
which adopted the Freedom Charter 
was not a single event but a series of 
campaigns held in huge rallies, small 
houses, flats, street or factory meet­
ings, gatherings in kitchens and on 
farms. 

All of us involved in university edu­
cation urgently need to undertake a 
similar process of debate and consult­
ation to ensure that the 'doors of 
learning and culture' are truly 'op­
ened'. 

million of whom could be black. 
On the other hand, the coun!!}' is 

running out of white students. This is 
the fourth year that the number of 
white children who entered sub-A 
was lower than the year before - in 
about five years the number of white 
matriculants will decline in real 
terms. 

At the same time, the government is 
trying to get universities to restrict 
their student numbers to their pres­
ent levels by decreasing their sub­
sidies. But as Prof Macdonald 
suggests, this is clearly unrealistic be­
cause "we have created a culture in 
which universities rather than 
teacher-training or technical training 
institutions dominate the tertiary 
education system- blacks are going to 
demand, just as whites did, a univer­
sity education". So we are faced with 
a situation where a growing number 
of black students will be laying claim 
to a university education. 
If universities warit to grow, or even 

not to shrink in size, they will have to 
increase the number ofblack students 
they admit (as there will be fewer 
white students) .. Black students who 
come out of the notoriously inadequ­
ate and inappropriate Bantu Educa­
tion System are, however, ~enerally 
under-prepared and ill-eqUipped to 
cope with what the university de­
mands of them. Clearly, a large influx 
of these under-prepared students to 
the 'liberal' campuses will place an 
enormous strain on the resources and 
degree structures as they aie present­
ly constituted - in fact it is liable to 
p,Iace an substantial strain on the 
liberal' ideal of what a university 

should be. 
Of course, it is not only black stu­

dents who are under-prepared. An 
HSRC investigation has shown that a 
white studenf with a C aggregate has 
only a 50% chance of taking a BA in 
three years. According to Professor 
James Moulder of the University of 
Natal, " it is not only black students 
who are out of their depth; many 
white students fail to graduate in the 
minimum amount of time. There­
fore, as far as I can see, they qualify as 
under-prepared students". 

An alternative scenario to that 
propesed above would see the univer­
sities decide to limit their student 
population growth (as a result of the 
fmancial pressures brought about by 
the subsidy cuts). An attempt would 
thus have to be made to divert more 
and more students, the majority of 
whom would be black, into the tech­
nikons. And this would mean that the 

campuses that are currently predomi­
nantly white would stay that way- and 
knowledge and resources would re­
main primarily in white hands. 

Surely all this would mean that af­
firmative action is needed now in 
order to address the current and fu­
ture crises? 

Academic Support Programmes 
(ASPs) were inthated in the early 
ei~ties when black students began to 
tnckle into the universities. They are 
aimed at equipping students with 
study skills necessary for a university 
education. They are predominantly 
funded by local and foreign capital, 
and have a network of tutors in most 
of the faculties at Rhodes (and at 
other campuses). 

According to Moulder, what the 
ASPs were required to do is "to see 
that under-prepared students 
learned how to cope with what the 
university demanded of them: in 
other words, the students had to 
change so that the university didn't 
have to change." The logic seemed to 
be that one does not have to change 
an entire institution for the sake of a 
few people - but the trickle of 'under­
prepared' students has already de­
veloped into a steady stream, and will 
soon require a drastic rethink on the 
part of the university . James 
Moulder argues that it is impossible 
to find the kind of money that Aca­
demic Skills Programmes would 

In any event, we might do well to 
.analyse the role that ASPs initially 
saw themselves Ia · . Moulder ar-

gues that right from the start, ASPs 
have been caught in the contradiction 
between the following two beliefs: 
that the education which black ma­
triculants receive is vastly inferior to 
the education which white matricu­
lants receive; and the belief that one 
needs only about 30 weeks, or 450 
hours, to bridge the gap between the 
two education systems. 
It is absurd to persist in the belief that 
it is the students who must change or 
be chan~ed - surely we should be 
questionmg the appropriateness of 
the structure and content of our sylla­
bus and curriculum. Moulder's pro­
vocative thesis is suggesting that 
ASPs can do no more than address 
the symptoms, and that ASP is "a set 
of strategies for avoidin~ organisa­
tional change." These sentiments may 
appear overly radical on the surface, 
but they point to the fact that univer­
sities are reticent to question the syl­
labus or the curriculum that they 
offer. He is pointing out the problem 
that a large number of under-pre­
pared students have entered the 
university and will continue to do so -
and that they are under-prepared in 
the sense that they cannot cope with 
what the univerisity as it exists at pres­
ent demands of them. 

As Prof Macdonald has stated: 
"without a sense of mission, without a 
positive commitment to achieve cer­
tain goals, we stand the danger of not 
responding creatively to some of the 
constraints and opportunities which 
will face us". 
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Life in Graha~nstoiNn 
Part3 

I Masiza me Cyc le Repai rs, G raha ms rown' s ne wes t cyc le shop whi c h opened 
las t Sept e mbe r, is run by Mr Macdona ld Mqubul i who is no newco me r t o 
t he cyc le business. 

Be ing the great met ropoli s it is, Grahamst own has two speciali s t 
_,.r cyc le s hops and strangel y enough they have in te rlinking histo ri es t h rough 

Mr Mqubuli. 
Afte r having learn t t he ins a nd ours of the cycle tr a de du ring 14 

yea rs · of wo rk ·at Goodhope Cyc le and Key Se rvices , Gr aha mst own' s 
othe r cycle shop, Mr Mqubul i dec ided t o res ign in 1986. 

"I was r. i red of asking fo r mo re money " he sa id when asked why he 
had res igned. Even though he did not mind t he wo rk at Goodhope Cycl es 
R60 a week was just not suff icient for Mr Mqubuli to support him selft 
and h is four -chil d fa mily. · 

In f rustrat ion Mr Mqubul i tri e d hi s hand a t hawking in the t ownship. 

I 

"I did odd jobs and sold fruit a nd veget abl es in the s tr eets" . This did . 
not p rove ve ry successful , howeve r, a nd was mo re a survival strategy 
than a nything else. 

Afte r two yea rs of making e nds meet , Mr· Mqubul i managed w ge t 
Masiza me Cycle Repairs off rhe ground. He was helped by t he now­
de func t Masiza me Trade Cemre (hence r. he na me of the shop ) whi ch ws 
funde d by t he Smal l Business Develop ment Corpo rat ion. Hi s dec ision to 
ve nture into business was an att e mpt to apply his skill s to enabl e hi m 
to earn a reliabl e income. 

The Masizame Trade Ce ntre was run by Mr Lor raine who is now at. 
-= the 1. 820 Foundat ion a nd was a n att e mpt to '· e!;) strugg lin g t ownship 

em repeneurs \ike Mr Mqubuli. Successful applicants were funde d and 
he lpe d with custome rs a nd adve rt ising . 

·I Ma.<; izam e Cycles is a fa mi.ly venture. Mr Mqubuli' s wife Euni ce 
1 keeps · th e · books ·"afioal5o h-elps him run t he st o re. Whi le Rhodeo was 
1 visiting t he shop we saw lot s of chi ldr en b reezing in a nd out, buying 

: 
~-<-.[ 

i 

sweets a nd c hatt ing r. o r. he ami a ble Mr Mqubuli. 
Masizame Cycle Repa irs is open Monday t o Friday fr o m 8.30am t o 

Spm a nd on Sar.urdays until Jpm , a nd is sit uat ed at 112 High Stree t. 
M r Mqubuli says he is r.he cheapest in town a nd pe rfo rm s all cycl e 
repai rs as we il as buying and se lling secondhand bi cycles. 

I I I II t J.Jii l I I II I I I I 1 111111 I I I I I XIII 

ONE 1-tGlJ-R PHOTO LAB 
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YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIALISTS 

WE CAR RY A FU LL R AN GE OF: 

* .PHOT OG R APHIC PAPER 

* CHE MICALS AND ACCESSO R IES 

OUR PROCESSING IS TOPS 

')UR SERVICE THE BEST 

F REE DELIVERY SERVIC E 

11 Bathurst street 

Tel : 27 50 3 

AIESEC & RUPSA 
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Is this a serious letter? 
Dear , like, basically Rhodeo lefty types , 

Hey man , fuck, like wow, amazing paper you persons produce. 
think , like basically, the way you persons print your views like 
fearlessly , man, and who gives a basic fuck what. the rest of campus 
thinks about the strug - no matter , like , coz we know we're right 
man. And that's what democracy is all about, basically: trying 
to change everyone else's views to suit ours, like. And . nar.ch , the 
only way to do that is to slant the news on its basic fucking ear! 
I mean, like, it works for SABC , right? No , wait a sec, screw the 
news! Just rave on t.o the left ! Left is right! Viva viva long live 
unban unban amandla! And any alternate views should be suppressed. 
That.' s why Rhodeo is called an alrernat.ive newspaper, like, basically. 
Coz you persons support press freedom like t.har. That. 's, like, 
what it's all about, you know, democracy: being a campus news­
paper and nor car ing at all what t.he majorit y of campus persons 
think, l ike. 

I think it. was pretr.y cool of you to print t.hat. decadent bourgeois 
fascist pro-Rag rype lerrer last issue, which, basically, epitomised 
t.he apat.hetic white Sout h African society. You showed them that. 
you weren't scared t.o print the~r point of view and couldn't give 
a flying fuck what they t.hink. That was pretty brave. But. , like, 
I hope you also. decide to print this well-deserved letter of praise. 
I think you should. Or maybe you should first vote about ir. Or 
maybe vot.e about voting about. ir.. Or, on the or.her hand, say fuck 
t.his for a lark anyway and vore about having a braai next Sunday. 

That's like fucking democracy for you, basically. 

Yours sincerely 
Another complete arsehole. (Chris MacEvoy) 

It takes two to make a pregnancy 
Dea r Rhoden 

I would like to reply to Colin Bri an .Iantjies ' letter, 'entitled "Student 
Pregnanci es a re a Disgrace", which was published in the Ma rch issue of 
Rhoden. 

flow can such a narrow-minciPd, ill-informed and 
student be allowed to survive in the Rhodes community? 
nP.vP.r tell him that it takes two to have sex - and two 
sex to creat e children? Or does he think that women 
on their own and then have imma~ulate conceptions? 

immature male 
Did his parents 
of the opposite 
"whore" around 

Perhaps he would care to explain what he means whe n he says that 
"wom P.n should be made aware that sex is not something to be messed 
a round with" . Mr .fantjies would do wP.II - and he rP. I'm not bP.ing 
sexist - to gain somP. IP.R.rning and some maturity. If he "hates to 
1 hink what happens to a ll the ~ hildren ", tlwn he ~l f' n rly has never 
thought about the m. 

ComP., come , Mr .fantjics your own words condemn you: "why pick 
a university to go sc rew mg around and bring disgrace on yourse lF and 
others? Do it at hom E'" . 

Yours ~ incP.re ly 

Anne CarolinP. Morton 

Day ·Kaif gripes 
Dear Edito r~ 

Suc.~ess is not a cr it e rium for which the Oay Kaif st rives. It seems 
that hot beveraReS ~annot be se rved at I. he Day Kai r be~ause it has 
be~om e too popular and it is hoped that cli ents would rPtmn to the 
"main" Kaif in search of these. To be fair - I was a lso told by the 
pPrson in charge that ~he cannot .cope · unl ess she rP-ce ives mo re help. 

To regard the ~uccess of t.hP. Day Kaif as a drawback is staggering. 
Obviously it is successful - it is close to the lecturing areas a ncl 

the re fore convenient for that quick cup of coffeP. (no, alas, a cool 
drink!) at that odd fr ee period between lect ures. And it is QUIET -
Rhodes Radio has driven me away from the 'main' Kaif. I grant this 
noise factor to those who want it, hut: then give those who cannot 
ahidt• it the right to enjoy a cup · of coffee iu relative quiet. As such 
thP Day Kaif has become a popular study, reading and chat area. 

'Success' is a rE'Ia.t.ive term, of comse. · The few times that: I have 
visited the Day Kaif I have always found seating available inside and 
outside and the queue formed between periods is such that 'one is served 
within a few minutes. I do not bE'Iieve that it is so popular that some 
of its already meagre services should be curtailed. 

13y the way - to hope you would receive a cold drink is also forlorn: 
when I vistied the Day Kaif on !!:aster Monday (a very hot day) the 

fridr~e had been out of order for one week! · 
The curtailment of certain services at the Day Kai f is unwarranted 

and during the winter thE' lack of hot beverages would be especially 
fl' lt. The poor services (ie fridge out of order, an apparent shortage 
of hdp) refl <'c.t::o badly on the university's at:titude to its members and 
their needs. A facility th:.t is provided on the proviso that it is not 

--used boggles the mind. 
Tim lluisamen 

Edlforial 
Events .over the _past two weeks have gone a long way towards 
dispelling the myth that student politics is irre levant and facile. 
A combination of student protest and negotiation around t he del en­
tion of Sidwell Mokgothu and the repression of Turfloop campus 
achieved tangible results which are going to have real eff ects on 
people's lives in the futur e. 

Many students tend to equate campus politics with protest 
marches and laugh it off as trendy-lefty exhibitionism. But argu­
ments like "student politics achieves nothing, it' s just a bi g im age­
trip" ignore the fact that there is a lot more to it than mere 
ranting and the occasional mass meeting. Mass p rotest a ct ion adds 
to the pressure students are able to exert, but there is a lot of 
additional work to be done if student action is to be effective. 

At Rhodes, student protest at the detention of Sidwell Mokgothu 
and security police presence on campus gave the SRC an extra 
bargaining tool in their negotiations with the administration. . The 
result was an agreement to set up a special committee which 
would be able to deal with any detentions as soon as they happened. 

The administration also agreed to try and exert more pressure 
on the government for Sidwell's release - which happened a week 
later. 

A similiar pattern unfolded in the national student campaign to 
get troops off Turfloop campus. Again it was a demonstration of 
what can be achieved with a mixture of mass-action pressure and 
serious negotiation. The thousands of postcards supporting the 
Turfloop students' demand signed by concerned students all over 
the country were a clear signal to the Turfloop administration that 
their acquiescence in the brutal suppression of student organisation 
would not go unchallenged. In a meeting with high-profile church 
leaders including Allan Boesak and Frank Chikane they later agreed 
r.o several measures which will undoubtedly result in much improved 
conditions on the campus. 

The postcards were also a source of hope t o the embattled 
students at Turf - something which cannot be underestimated. 
Solidarity is not just a word - it means active support and an 
attempt to use our relatively privileged position to achieve what 
they, fac ing conditions of extreme repression, could not. 

The extent of the student unity around these issues must have 
added greatly to our effectiveness. For instance, many students 
who did not agree with the boycott strategy adopted around the 
issue of Sidwell's detention and security police presence on campus 
nevertheless supported the calls which were being made. Disagree­
ments about strategy need not detract from the force of student 
support for legitimate demands. 

i 
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5AKS ON fiLM 

by. Dave Saks 

Academy Awards 
Many have expressed reservations .as. to the merits of w!nning an 
Oscar and not without reason.. The h1story of the awards IS marred 
by numerous omissions as well as several choices fit to raise the 
eyebrow of even the occasional movie-goer. . . . 

In 1969, for example, with Peter O'T~ole,. jon V01ght and Dus~m 
Hoffman t urning the performance of theH lives, the Academy, wnh 
the sentimentility to which it is prone, gave the Best Actor trophy 
to the ageing john Wayne. 

Five years later Art Canney won .when nearly all the other major 
arts c ritics circles opted for jack N1cholson, who had done out-
standing work in The Last Detail a~d Chinatwon. . , 

Perhaps the biggest gaffe came m 1977 when All the Pres1dent s 
Men was passed over as Best Film in favo~r of ~ocky. 

Numerous films now regarded as class1cs fa1led to win or even 
be nominated. Citizen Kane, still regarded as on.e of the best 
films ever made won only a writing award. The tep1d musical Gigi 
was prefered to The Defiant Ohe an.d the gr.eatest achievements 
have such auteurs as Hitchcock (Verugo), Kub1 ~k (2001, A Space 
Odyssey) and Sam Pecki npah (The Wild Bunch) d1d not even feature 
in their respective years. 

The Academy has been accused of racism and since 1927 only 
three black Americans have won acting awards, two of these f.or 
what are generally perceived as patronising rol es: .Hat:ie MacDan.1el 
as Mammie, the loyal housekeeper of. the plantatiOn 1r: Go~~ With 
the Windand Sydney Poiter as a chee·rful Uncle Tom m L1hes of 
the Field 

This year Forest Whitaker, Best <~:ctor at Cannes was passed over 
for the mediocre Les Olmos, and Bnd, the film he starred in, was 
virtually ignored. 

Despite these caveats, the awards are usually fairly reliabe , 
seldom being given to films of genius but on the whole going to 
pictures of some quality. 

This year as expected Rainman, the story of a street ~ise 
con-artist cTom Cruise, who has unquestionably "ar~ived as a senous 
actor for this role) and his autistic brother (Dusun Hoffman) won 
best film. 

Hoff man was chosen as best 
portrayal, beating his closest 
becoming only the fourth person 

actor for yet another remarkable 
competitor Gene Hackman and 

to win two best actor awards, the 

His other awards came in 1980 for Kramer 
Kline was best supporting actor for his comic 
Fish called Wanda. 

vs Kramer. Kelvin 
rour de force in A 

Instead the award went to jodie Foster who payed a rape victim 
in The Accused. Foster won her first nomination in 1976 as a 
teenage hooker Scorcese's Taxi Driver and her win, though 
unexpected is not undeserved. 

There were suprises however. Sigourney Weaver, nominated as 
best acuess and best supporting actress won neither and Glenn 
Close. after fi,·e successive nominations and a superb performance 
in go'angerous Liasons was also passed over. 

Best supporting actress went to Geena Davies in. The accidental 
tourist and if Weaver might have been a. ~etter ch01ce, . nevertheless 
Davies has proved in The Fly · and BeetleJUlCe that she 1s a capable 
actor with a gift for comedy. 

Somewhat unexpectedly, given the fact that. three directors were 
involved before him on the project, Barry Levmson was chosen best 
director for Rainman. 

His closest rival must have been Alan Parker for Mississippi 
Burning. Parker has directed such films as Midnight express, Pink 
Floyd- The Wall and Angel Heart, all three somewhat flawed and 
ponderous works as well as being ethically suspect bu nevertheless 
with enough impact and depth to have attracted minor cults 
followings. 

MUSICAL 
FEAST 

So whoever said Grahamstown 
can't jorl? If you w~re in the 
Great Hall last Thursday 'evening 
you would know that the jorl in 
Grahamstown is equal to anything 
in Cape Town or jo'burg - what 
do I mean - it's equal to any 
jorl in London .or New York 

. City. 
Three eli fferent bands shared 

the bill, a ll playing music tha t 
has its origins in Africa. 

Grahamstown's vibrant Mayibu­
, ye Marimba Band started the 
conce rt with an obvious African 
influence. They played traditional 

· and original compositions with 
such skill that your shoes had no 
a lte rnative but to jive. 

Next up was the Andrew 
, Tracey Steel Band with their 
distinctivr. brand of Carril>ean 

, music which also has its roots in 
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Arrica ... and ... well ... there go 
these damned shoes again ! 

The third band was the ever ­
popular Rhodes University Glen 
Miller Band and it was as good 
as ever. The Afri ca'h influence 
is less obvious in this kind of 
jaz7. but they still know how to 
jive. 

The " conce rt follow ed a two 
week se ries of lectures and 
demonstrations on Afri can music 
by Father David Dargie whose 
knowledge of African music is 
almost inexhaustible. 

"African music," he says, "is 
not meant to be listened to 
sitting down with your arms 
folded." The audience actively 
agreed, 

1 want more of these conce rts! 
Hell, I want to use these shoP-s! 

Marc Feltham, lead vocalist and bass guitarist for Manhole 

If you jorled at the Old Rower 
Station gig late last term, you'll 
recall a five-man band who played 
a type of music that is somewhat 
beyond the primitive scream. 

The band is Manhole which emerg 
ed in January this year following 
the dissolution of Vader Jakob, 
that band every student loved to 
hate. 
Well now you can hate the fact 
that you love or will at least 
·come to love Manhole. 
You will be uncontrollably drawn 
to their magnetic vibe before you 
can even utter the words "hard 
core". 
No - stop - don't say "hard core 
say "soft core". You may well 
ask the meaning of soft core. Acc­
ording to lead singer and bass gui­
tarist Marc Felt ham, soft core is a 
paradoxical combination of harsh 
and beautiful music. It is not 
so much a part of hard core but 
rather .. "a step beyond hard core". 
The response Manhole has received 
since they began playing together 
is evidence to the fact that this 
electric vibe appeals to a broad 
cross section of people. Manhole 
say they are influenced by a di­
verse range of artists,from Khris 
Kristoffesen through ~e and 
Artaud to The Serenades (remem­
ber them ? -Oppie jorl ?) and 
but not least, their ever support­
last but not least th~ir, their 
supporting neighbour. Their long­
suffering neighbour is in fact the 
one who initiated the changeover 

storm at last week's gumba 

PJC: Detmar Schwichtenberg 
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more than a manager. He is 
inspiration to their music, a good 
critic and and excellent leave-it­
up-to-me type person. 

from hard (Vader Jaeob) to soft 
(Manhole) core. Thev decided to 
make the switch · after she 
complained about the unbearable 
buzz emanating from their frequ ent When asked about ambitions , 

Marc . was truly vhonest in his 
not response about wanting to "make/ 

jam sessions. 
Manhole is definately 

punk-orientated in any 
"The worst type of music 
worTd is punk." Justin says 

way. the front page of Rhodeo". Well 
in the Rhodeo realises the great demand 

~1anhole is definitlv not a 
punk-orientat ed in any way. 
"Pun;, is the worst musi c in the 
"The wor>t music in th E> wo rld is 
punk. "Just in says. . 

\.1anhole fnrmolatE>s the rnus1c 
for the ir >ongs togethe r-"oft en 
s<:>methinJ< comes mn of a jam". 
sa\·" DE>r~k. rhf• D••onmer. ThPn 
on.P or tw(J Df'np l f- (usu;d ly \\ arc 

for such ambitions but 
unfortunately cannot run the risk 
of being of being ... um ... uhhh ... 
banned for publishing ·subversi,·e 
looking faces. 

So-in the light of this, Manhole 
decided that a church erected in 
honour of Dave, their keyboardist 
would be a more realistic ambition 
(because Dave believes in the 
real God!) 

or Dave) write lyrics. Manhole will be playing in 
Manhole · music reflects their Johannesburg in about a week' .s 

image-something that comes out time' Kenny, their spring gun 
of how people percieve their player, will be replaced by Chris 
music. "People put an image time appearing with Skatemuti 
onto us, not us onto them",says and the Dyslexus. Kenny, their 
Justin. spring gun player will be replac~d 

Many peopl~ claim to love by Chris due to a recen t accident. 
Manhole's mus1c but ·hate the Gigs will still be happening on 
band members. But Carl, their the local scene , however, ;c 
manager, assures us they are not don't miss them . when they do 
too bad. happen for fear fo being deprived 

"People think they are reallv of some good intense anc 
scaly, but they are nice boys worthwhil e sounds. 
really" Is Carl only saying that PS Manhole would like to thank 
because beneath all his manage rial the power station people for 
skills, he is only in it for the electricity. They'd also like to 
money? Rumour has it that he appeal to people who may kno< 
wants to be hip, so he hangs out· anything about the dissappearance 
with Manhole. of equipment from • the power 

Despite all this, the band stat ion gig. Please see them J 
members believe Carl i,s something you know abc•Jt this. 

Dance your way 
to health! 

Renowned dance therapist 
Tessie van Tender presented a 
workshop in Grahamstown last 
weekend aimed at encouraging a 
therapeutic catharsis of feeling 
in individuals through the creative 
medium of dance. 

In a lecture on her field, she 
said the creative moving of the 
body, along with a particular 
mental construct , enables a 
release of stress and a general 
sense of well-being_ 

The resultant respect and 
integrity of the self related to 
an awareness of the insanity of 
nuclear arms, the destructiveness 
of racism, sexism and ageism, 
the stress of the denial of human­
kind's real and primitive psycholo­
gy and an appreciation of an 
unpolluted environment. 

Healing through dance therapy 

helps individuals to visualise 
themselves as part of the network 
of politics and economics, and 
to respond to and di rect change 
in those areas. 

Tessie van Tonder also believes 

an awareness of the moral consci­
ence facilitates a meeting of 
spirituality and politics on . a 
more significant level than is 
happening in this country at the 
moment. 

She has trained in classical 
and contemporary dance, and 
dances professionally. She is at 
present touring the country 
lecturing on · her topic. 

She feels that the diversity 
of education at Rhodes in the 
drama and psychology departments 
has supported her work in Grah­
amstown. 



Ladies·Nightatthe 
raham-

Who's Having the Fun? 
LADIES' NIGHT! say the 

posters. SHANE - NATIONALLY 
RENOWNED STRIPPER! 

The manager, neatly suited 
up with his hair sli cked back , 
greets t he a rri ving women with 
effus ive smiles. "He re for Ladi es' 
Night ? Right this way!" The 
women, mostly students with a 
few middle-aged locals thrown 
in, sm ile back - slightl y nervous 
and anticipating fun. Some look 
a little e mbarrassed as they are 
recognised by fri ends. 

"Please don' t put the st a mp 
on my wr ist ," says one. "I'd 
hat e to go to the Vic and have 
everyone say, ' Ooh, you've been 
looking at st rippe rs. '" She 
collects her free can of Esp rit 
as she goes in. 

Inside they sit and dr ink as 
the place fills up. "This is 
really sexist ," says one of the 

rtenders. "The sad thing is 
that if it makes monev it'll · 
mean people enjoy it and . they'll 
do it again." 

Anothe r bartende r, 
agrees. "I'm cold and 
arrassed but we 
money. " 

shirtless, 
I'm emb­
need the 

The manager takes us aside . 
"! don't want any pictures. 
These ladies are here to enj oy 
the mselves - if I see one flash 
I'm going to have to confiscate 
you r fi lm." We nod poli te ly but 
the photog raphe r is devast ated -
"Why do t hey do t hings like t his 
if they ' re embarrassed t o have 
pictures taken ?" 

As we sett le do wn aga in t he 
hi gh-ene rgy mus ic fro m th e DJ. 
Disco aba t es for a few moment s. 
"We're goi ng t o do so me p retty 

nice things with you ladies 
tonight," says the D.J. He looks 
like a rugby player , with hi s 
shi rt open half wav down his 
chest. ·He' s enjoying himself 
tre mendoush•. · 

"We want vou lad i e~ ou t on 
the floor here. If vou don't 
come we'r e gonna ha ve to go 
out there and fpt ch vou' " Leer. 

The fun begins as he calls 
t h ree wo me n out for "down 
downs" . "Don ' t w orry," he says 
as they pour bee r down thei r 
throats , "you ' re gonn~ get a 
prize for this. " The wmners a re 
given bottles of wine. 

Two embarrassed looking 
wait e rs are called out . "Guys I 
want you on your backs , please. 

The 
evi l 
white 
witch 
THE WITCI-I OF NARNIA, currently 
being s taged by the · Rhodes Ora ma 
Depart ment unde r t he dirnc tion 
o f Jane Osborne, is based on CS 
Lewis's book The Lion, the ·Witch 
and the Wardrobe. . 

If the blea k r eality of work is 
becoming too much for you, why 
not escape into the·· fanta stica l 
world ·of Narnia and follow . the 
adventu r.es of Lucy··. · and Edmund 
as they mee t . . dw evil white , witch, 
giants ail.d ma ny other creatures •. 

The .Witch of N!lmia is on at 
the Rhodes · Theatre from May 
3.'-6. · . . 

Now I need two volunteers · fro m 
yot.i ladies." Two women are 
pushed out, giggling. "No_w 
what you ladies have to do is t.o 
feed these spoons up one trouser 
leg and then down the other. 
Are you ready?" 

The OJ is gett ing excited. 
"Guys are you enjoying it on the 
floor there - it 's unusual for 
you to be on your back, hey?" 

More ' volunt eers ' are · hauled 
out from t he audience. The OJ 
makes them eat peanuts off t,!Je 
reclining wa iters ' chest s . The 
waiters a re cl early embarrassed 
- they don ' t seem quite abl e t o 
beli eve what is happening. 

The ac tion ge ts hotte r as the 
drinks fl ow more free ly. The 
D J is revell ing in his power. 
The next group of 'volunt ee rs' 
kneel on the floor in f ront of 
men holding bananas at crotch 
heigh t . 

"Okay girls, want you .to 
peel those bananas and eat them , 
the re 's a really nice prize fo r 
this." 

The eventual winner is called 
up , her mouth full of banana. 
"D o you normally say '.mmmph ' 
like that? " asks the OJ. Mutters 
of ' gross' from the audienc e. 
Not everyone is enjoying this. 

"You r pr ize," says t he OJ 
smirking, " is R20 worth of meat ! 
From the butcher" . Roars from 
the audience. 

The D J supervises more ' fun ' 
wo men crouch on the floor 

d rinking beer through straws , 
they blow up condom s - ·"We're 
gonna see who's got the bi ggest 
br eath - not breasts , haha" as a 
black woman sweeps the floo r 
around them. 

The pr ize fo r the condom 
blow ing up co mpet it ion is a 
steam iron. The organise rs 
seem to ha,·e quite def init e 
ideas as to what wo men shoul d 
be doing when not at ladies' 
nights. 

The women we speak to du ring 
rhe break befo re Shane t he 
stripper from Cape Town appears, 
seems to have mixed reacti ons 
TO the evem.s. Some r.hink it is 
wonderful and say there shoul d 
be mo re; ot hers say th ey a re 
just observi ng. 

"Some of those people made 

real arses of the mselves, " · says 
one. Another :says it ·was "revolt­
ing and disgust ing - a nd Y?U can 
q·uote me on that . " 

The general consensus, howev­
e r, see ms to be that it was all 
good clean fun . "We women 
always get treated as sex sym bois 
- now it' s their t urn. It's ni ce 
to be able to let our hair down 
without men around." 

Surreal voices replace the 
music as Shane slinks through 
the door. He 's dressed in black 
- ankle boots, bicycle pant s and 
midriff top and leather jacket -
with ·· longish curly blond 'wet 
look' hair. He looks oddly young 
and frag il e, like an out-of -pl ace 
surfer - bu t here he's in control. 

His jacker and boots come off 
first then the pants , revealing 

. ' • HB 'f } pi htgh- cut JOCks. eautt u . 
.yells someone from the audience. 

He dances wi th a long white 
scar f - the strobe is becoming 
unsettling. 

A woman is grabbed from 
the audience, he ties her to a 
chai r with the scarf. "Slave to 
the Rhythm" from the disco. 
He t akes off he r shoe as she 
si ts helpless. 

He removes his belt. stands 
in front of her and bend; back ­
wards as she eats the banana 
he's ho lding in front of him 
His jocks come off to reveal a 
very small g- str ing; the jocks he 
pulls over he r face. The re are 
a couple of sma ll disgust ed 
mutte rs fro m t he audience. 

The scarf is untied: the wom a n 
lies down on the floor as he 
moves on top of he r. He's 
enj oyin g her deg radation; sh e 
doesn ' r see m to be aware of it. 

Aft e r tha t the re is mo re 
dancing. he reveal s vet anothe r 
g - >tri~g . The aud ience veil s for 
him ro t a..t:e it off and he t eases 
them seems about to comply 
and ~hen abruptly leaves, leaving 
the women disappoint ed and 
yelling for more. 

As we left the manager was 
beam ing; he'd enjoyed the whole 
scene tremendously and made 

· lots of money to boot. Some of 
the women who had paid R6 to 
see themselves made fools of 
seem ed less enthusiastic, though. 

All in all the men looked as 
though they were getting much 
more out of it . 

. ·.. :_· ~' 
play The Witch . . Narnia which 
the Drama department at the 
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is 
Rhodes 

A bit of 
Mrican 
beat 

1\ll'I'S 

'· seasoned 
Af ro-drums) and add it to a c upfull fusion. Mix tho~oughly, 
using ace percussionist .Mabe Ga~riel Thc:bejane's stick (or h1s. hand 
if you wish, it ain't gonna spot! ya mtxture). Le_t the mtxture 
simmer for ten minutes , sprinkling local herbs occasu;mally. Serve 
it on a hot musical bowl and ... mmm ... that 's the untque taste of 
Sakhile. . / 

You might ask for seconds, but ... no ,no we' :e not servmg you 
the same stuff again , we've got ano ther . suprtse for you. It' s 
anothe r wonderful , fi nger-lickin ' good_ rectpe calle_d Bayete a . Ia 
carte. The secret about thi s one ts not only tts great - t astmg 
African herbs but it s ab il ity to move you f rom your ta_bl e and 
straight onto t he dance fl oor. In the end you stop wonde rmg why 
the cook said "bon appet it" wi th a sm ile as wide as t he Orange 
River, when he gave you your mea l ticket at the d?o r. 

Please pa rdon this scribe if t he above sounded 11 ke a home -c r~f­
t ish approach to music .. .i f it did, .· .it (was n~t del ibe rat e)• - t: 's 
just the feeling I got when I was mvtt ed to wttness the productton 
of the ( modern) "Sounds of Africa" both at Cape Town's Baxter 
Theatre and Monum ent Theatre, just up the hil l. 

They were b rilliantly dished out by Sakhile and B~yet e, wh~ , 
without doubt , a re growmg day by day to become t hts decad~ s 
answer to the 1970's Osi bisas and the ir likes. There is no questiOn 
as t o these outfit s ' seriousness abou t wha t they play - they do not 
see the music business as the rosiest path to the bank, ltke most 
of our artist s do. 

If onlv t his year could be blessed with more artists of their 
calib re - ·they a re rea lly badly needed, especi ally at a t ime whe n 
t he whole wor ld is tuning its ears to our sounds. 

"This vear we must beli eve in ou rselves, " was Sakhile's saxophp­
nist and ieader, Khaya Mahlangu 's ne w year wish . . With the ir:' plied 
statem e nt that in pr evious years we have been havmg more fatth m 
the pe rson next door than in ourselves, this scribe can ' t h~lp but 
agree . In short , I say , if Khaya says the chtef proble m wtth the 
local mus ic scene (both arti sts and mustc lovers, that t ~) m the 
past has been that we waited till the A~e ricans_ and Bntons gave 
applause to our artists befor e we recogmsed theiT potent ial, he _•s 
dead righ t. . . 

One does not have to go far to find an exampl e of thts kmd of 
thin.g. Take the case of Ladys mith Black Mam~azo,_ fo r mstanc e. 
Peopl e in this part of the world had t v watt ttl! Unc le Sam an d 
Mr Smith had given t heir approval t o the loc.al group b~fore they 
rushed to the reco rd bars t o grab their album s. So , put stmply, the 
ovation you hea rd in this country aft er Ma mbazo' s successful tour; 
was nothing more t han an echo of the two a fore ment iOned bl okes 
handc lappin gs. · . . 

The kind of thin g poses a challenge t o both showb1z. wrtt e rs and 
meg aphon es (bett er known as OJ ' s ). For goodness' sake , they must 
please expose local talent , so t hat . ou r applau~e ca n (at leas t ) be 
original - a nd not a me re ex t ens iOn of what s happemng in New 
York or London. 

Just bPfo re a nyone mi sunde rstood my point , I t hink it ' s wort h 
cla ;i fv ing a th ing 'o r t wo. Thi~ sc ri be is not savmg we should · nor 
c<,:-sirle r ~ wh at's happenin g in ot her parts of thf' wo rld. For obvious 
reaso.,s. tha t would bP ahsurd. The po in t i~ that we musr ·lis t en to 
what t heY havP. t o offer, a nd , rake what '~ good about IT for t he 
simple pu.rnose of enri ching our own t hing. Eve rv·bod\· doe> that and 
it ' s a hP r:lrh,· r~tltural exchange. 

just before anyone fo rgot , we were still talking about Sakhiie 
and Bayete and t heir impact on local music. At t his point, I would 
like to add a thing o r t wo t hat' s int eresting about these bands , 
quickly (befo re I run out of space , t hat is) . From my chat with 
Bayete' s leade r and t rombonist , Mfaniseni Thusi, it e merged that 
the group saw itse lf as social comm entat ors, recorde rs of the daily 
lives o f the peopl e of South Afri ca. 

The same fee ling was expressed by Sakhil e 's Khaya Mahl angu 
and that pe rhaps explains why some ·of the two groups ' tunes · .ha \•e 
been decla red ."undesirable" by the big wigs . at Aucklan<;l · Park.. 
Prac tically, _ all . that this meims . is t hat you will fa il to hl!a ,r $ak­
hile's ISlLILO ( the cr}) dedi cated to. t hose who · died in 'l?76).:'or 
Bayete ' s ZABALAZA . (struggle). No, tt ' s not that the<e 's somethmg 
wrong with your .eardrums · (they probably can st ill hear the ·beat) ::. . 
it ' s the m cg ahone (o r OJ , if you like ), his o ~ he r boss put · the". 
tunes in the "undesi rables" list . That's the st rain . these kinds . . of 
bands undergo, but . they su ryive. ·. , · .· · 

Could ' someone please find out if the recipe book has · aitymoui · 
recipes with the "in Suid Afrika vervaardig" token next to them. I.f 
anything's found, please send .it to me, 

See next time.· · s·ame. · pap:er , same space and of . course; 
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MAX COLLIE astounded 
entertained even the sceptics at 
his hypnotism shows at the Monu­
ment Theatre last weekend. 

Collie, reputedly Europe's 
greatest hyponist, has been de­
monst rating the power of hypnoti c 
suggestion to South Africans for 
over 30 years. Although claiming 
to be essenti a lly an entertainer, 
he . has also utilised his science 
for medical and psycho-the rapeu­
tic purposes. 

Pain, he says, is in many 
cases mentally self- in[J icted, 
so meti mes used to hide a person's 
own short com ings. A person 
feari ng inj ections might begin to 
feel the pai n eve n before contact. · 

This was clearly illustrated 
when Collie stuck three needles 

into a hypnotised mal e student's 
arm and stomach. When the 
subject was awakened and asked 
whether he thought this could be 
done, he grew faint a,nd n\!useous 
at the mere thought. Under 
hypnosis, Collie made su re he 
could never have this fear again. 

Apparently a number - of ten­
sion- rel ated pains like limbago, 
toothache, cramps and migraines 
can be similarly cured. The 
medical practise often ·uses 
hypnosis as an anaesthet ic. 

. The largely student audi ence 
showed much support for his 
me thods when told how hypnosis 
could st.op smoki ng, nail-biting, 
constipatiOn, insom nia and the 
lack of concentration in studies. 

Even sceptics we re convinced 
by the large numbers of students 
acting out ernbarassing situations 
and scenes from their childhoods 
completely without inhibitions. 
Colli e seemed effortlessly to 
inspire terror, pain, amnesia, 
amusement and confidence in 
the minds he controlled, guaran­
teeing that they would remember 
nothing of their actions after­
wards. 

The obvious power inherent in 
hypnotic mind control is an 
impress ive, if alarming and fright­
nening, one , which clearly shows 
the pot ential of the human brain. 
The possibilities fo r using hypnosis 
for benevolent aims or evil in­
doc trination , seem endless. · 

For those interested in the ethics Mendel says "the myth of 
of South African documemary trek is important to me". 
photography, the recent controversy Mendel ' views· the 
surrounding Gideon Mendel's. responses to his exhibition 
exhibition BELOOF'DE LAND stemming from the 
should bring certain questions to inherent in social 
mind. photography. The fact that 

Mendel's pictures have been single photograph can evoke wi 
slated for not taking an active divergent responses is in the 

· stand against the ideology inherent nature of photography itself. 
in the 1988 Great Trek corn- Mende l has also been crit' 
mernoration festivities. He has for documenting an issue 
been branded a "closet fascist'' - could have taken second place 
implying that his work se rves as many other issues more desperate! 
propaganda for the far right in need of exposure. 
wing, Mendel recognises 

Some people have even gone stresses the importance 
so fa r as to remove some of his Trek happenings. 
photographs from the walls of have an abundant 
the Market Theatre Gallery. social docum enta ry 

How does this kind of 
acttially measure up to 
own side of the story? 

One has a choice as a photo 
reaction grapher as to "where one di 

Mendel's one's eye" says Mendel. 

Mendel feels that hi s position 
"came through quite strongly" in 
his photographs. In standing by 
his exhibition he believes that 
when people see photographs, 
they often "respond im mediat e ly 
and turn away without taking 
time to see things in a: complex 
way '~ 

Mendel's photographs are a 
personal exploration of "historical 
connect ions and roots." 

Social documentary photog 
has a crucial role to play 
South Africa. It can 
docu ment political events irrespect 
ivc of pos ition they occupy 
the politi ca l spectrum./ All 
learn from the observation of 
ideology of the other. 

Beloofdc Land reveals 
essence of the t\frikanter 
without a ll owing cl iched 
tions to show through. 

Mendel's exhibiti on is current I 
The 1938 Great Trek re- touring Afrikaans campuses arou 

influenc ed the country and will be on 
carries a at the Grahamstown Festi val 
shoulders. July. 

enactment was greatly 
by Nazis m and hence 
certain myth on its 

lSI Tan ISIMoriSITART? 

I singer in a rock •n roll band. U2 is one of the word's most 

Do you thrive on ISMS? 
ISMy breath smelly? 
ISMy money coming th rough? 
ISMy love intact? •••• 
Or IS ITS? 

complexity, simplicity, minirnalisrn, 
ec lect ic , epilectic, ecliptic, diptich, 
triptich, tripswitch, classicism, 
post-post modernist posters, 
post men, post women and pa rc e l 

well, 
- yes 

too eurocentric 
huh 
fuck 

k It's absurd to expect me to do successful and enigmatic roc 
anything else. 

bands. I'm a believer-l'rn still believer, 

Is it OK to say what 
mean? 

bombs. Stompies, oil paint 
really turpentine, clementine, cnts, . 

shits, bits of tits, any · fucking 
thing you want. 

I pret e r computer courses 

Q:How would you crit the : 

The Christian faith declared but it's the context people put 
by Bono, the Edge and Larry me in that I hate." 

Is it hot? 
Is it a pig? 

RHODES ART SCI·IOOL, the 
has led to their music making a Their latest album Rattle and 
major impact on Christian ctiltme Hum is an exploration of U2's 
world-wide. roots in blues, coutry and go spel. gr;atest h ar~ha\'? art . institution 

Yet they have chosen to focus w ere t e ive lest thtng i~ the 
sk.,leton in the anatomy cupboard increasingly on political rather Although it does deal with political 

h I I. . s leading t's·sttes t'n songs lt'ke llawkwind or so it seems, until. you go 
t an pure Y re tgmts tssue ' .. · behind the screens where hundreds to criticism from fundamentalist 269(about Indian reservations), 
Christians who feel they should there is still a strong Christian of happy art students study 
use t heir influence to preach the element running through many of nakedness ... yes . .. worldwide art 
Gospel. the songs. studP.nts are clamouring, 

In 1987 Bono told Melody 1 still· haven't found what I'm demonstrating - and dP.liberating 
Maker magazine. that "the new looking for has heen reworked to because there are NO screens 
fundamentalists are very, very include a gospel choir, while the and furthermore NO nakedness. 
dangerous... the bad guys are in new song "When love comes to After each session the students 
control and religion has become town" strongly evokes Christian break and bow to their mentors 
an industry-something that has imagery with lines like "I was who tell them daily how lucky 
more in common with Macdonald's there when they crucified my they are to have a classical 
than it does with me. Lord, I held the scabbard when backround-antighe casts, skeletons 
"There are people who · woulrl like the soldier drew his sword. and models. Yet ungrateful 
me to stand and point them in threw the dice when they pierced youth is apathetic. What is 
the right direction and I'm ' just his side, but l'v seen love conquer wrong? We need you We want 

to rlo that. 1 • m a the great divide." your bodies. Any body. 
~~-l:.::.:.:!i....:.:;..~-;;.:,:.:;.:;.:._~..:,;,;~.;;;..--.;,;;..-----------...,.-1 Enough. Ambiguity is the 

See the Gereformeerde Blues Band on their "Voelvry 
Toer"- 20 May at_ ~he Town Hall. L.ekker, ek se. 

name of the Ambiguity, 

Go for it. 

Rhodeo spoke to a few fine art 
students about this, that and .. . 
almost everything. But they 
refusPd to allow our reporter to 
. print their names. Here are a 
few Q's and A's . for you. 

Q:Why study art? 
A:It seemed a good idea at the 

time-creativity is the crotch of 
human existence. 

Q:Why at Rhodes? 
A:Because it's small, academic, 

classical, has an excellent 
photography depart rnent; and 
no-one else would ·accept me. · 

lecturers? 
(the same ten) 

A's:Yes 
Yes 
No 
Umm 
Well 
Yes 
I don't know any of 
except prof. Nell and 
just like Winnie the Pooh. 
Huh 
F'uck 
With a cattle prod. 

them 
he's 

Q:Do you feel out of tpuch with 
the rest of campus? 

A:Yes, the day is spent ar the 
art school, not Kaif. 

Thank-you interviewers, thank-you 
Q:Do you like the way 

department operates? 
readers, thank-you art-school 

the thank-you students; THANK YOU. ' 
(we asked ten individuals) 

A's:Yes 
~es 
No 
Urn 

want. an out-of-mind, 
experience? Come 

at the art school for R4 
That's what it is all 
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Sports 
Briefs 

MEN'S HOCKEY 
The men's teams have been 
on a winning streak this 
season. 

Some of the results are: 
Rhodes J st Team beat 
Techni kon 2-0 and UPE B 
2- 1. But were themselves 
defeated by Old Grey J -5 . 

INTER-RES RUGBY 
These re some of the results 
of the rugby played • last 
week-end. 

This is a Round-Robin 
event that will continue for 
the rest of the term. 

Oppies beat Cullen Bowels 
8-6 College beat Smuts li-2 
and Cary/Matthews beat Pier 
Retief 12-8. 

WOMEN'S HOCKEY 
Despite the exceptionally 
large amount of women who 
tried out for this year's 
hockey teams, none of the 
teams have gotten off to a 
good start. 
Fortunately, at this early 
stage of the season, there is 
still time for the teams to 
find their foot.ing and repeat 
last years success. 
RESULTS: 
Rhodes 1st Team vs PE Ladies 
Rhodes lost l-3 
Rhodes 2nd Team vs Walmer 
Rhodes drew 1-l 
Rhodes lst Team vs UPE 
Rhodes lost o-1 
2nd Team vs PE Ladies B 
Rhodes lost 1-2 
3rd Team vs Crusaders 
f~hodes lost l-4 

KARATE 

This week-end, eight members 
of the Rhodes under 21 team 
will be taking part · in the 
Goju-Kai nationals. 

This will be their first 
major competition of the 
year, and we wish them luck. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Last week-end, the · cross 
country team competed for 
the first time this year. 
The results of this race in 
Fernglen were: 
30th - Craig Harvett 
36th - Brendon Jackson 
48th - Trevor Hill 
51st - Mark Hayter 
56th - Dave Crampton 

Rhodes' Noo Scales had an 
impressive run in the Bonnie 
Bell Clicks 10km series. She 
finished 20th and was the 
4th junior in. 

RUGBY 

t~ hodns first r111!hY t earn hns 
KOl of I I.(_, an exct~llent !ltart. 
this year, by winning their 
first games in both the Dewars 
Shield and Night Series. 

Rumour has it that this 
year's team is the strongest 
that Rhodes has produced tor 
that Rhodes has produced for 
the lasl decade. 

The under 20's also look 
sel to come out tops this 
year. UI'E (whom 1 hey will 
play on 13/5/89) seem to be 
their only opposition. 
RESULTS: 
Dewars Shield - 28/4/89 
Rhodes vs Old Collegians 
IS! Team won 37-13 
2nd Team losl 3-22 
3rd Team won 38-13 
Night Shield - 28/4/89 
Rhodes vs Crusaders Technikon 
tst Team won 18-7 
Under 20's League 
Rhodes under 20(A) VS 

Dispatch 
Rhodes won 60-3 

FENCING 
Rhodes fenc.ers are at present 
preparing for the july SAU 
competition. 

'l'he Fencins~ · Club has 
invited all interested students 
to join. Practices are every 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
between 7 and 9pm in the 
men's Gym, Phys Ed building. 

Swift too fast 
for Juluka 

Swift pulled one of the biggest 
upsets at the weekend when 
they beat the more fant:ied 
juluka 2-1 in Rhodes' Satisco 
Thabiso Ratsomo socer league. 

.luluka must blame the mselves 
for gi ving a wa y the game t hey 
shou ld have wrapped up had they 
fully utili sed the inviting opportu -
nity which came their way. 
They first drew blood after 
Chippa Mxum a was unceremonious­
ly pushed inside the box and 
Wanda Siqaza scored frorn the 
resultant penalty to make rhe 
half-tim e score 1-0. 

Swift, who started the game 
as the underdogs, carne into the 
seoond half more refined and 
determined. Fifteen minutes 
into the second half, the opport u­
ni st and eve r-al ert Nesan 'We 
are driven ' Moodley canc e ll ed 
Juluka ' s lead. Then .luluka crum­
bled and start ed to play direction­
lessly. 

A constant pressure from 

Swif t' s fast running Nesan Mood ­
ley a nd the burly Songezo Mdl11lw a 
became too much for }uluka. A 
defensive blunder I.Jy juluka saw 
Fredd ie Hattingh putting the ball 
in hi s own net and the s itua tion 
was as embarrassi ng as the 
driver . of a La mbor ghini failing 
his driving test. 

Then the game underwent .a 
major transformation as J•duka 
rook r:otn rol of the rroceedings 
and Swift defendercl sta rted to 
develop som e anxious mo ments. 
Though Juluka becam e rnore 
threatening towards the end of 
the game, they lacked pene tration 
and allowed Sw'ift to walk away 
with two valuable point s. 

It' s time luluka start to 
cons ider recruit-ing playe rs who 
have team sp iri t and take every 
game se riously. In anothe-r 
ganw, defe nding champion.,, 
Maputo overwhelmed / ,idlezinnye 
l 1-1. The halftime score stood 
at 6-0. 

Workers triumph 
over Satisco 

lost their 

workers, who 
very tough and fast-r 
game, surprised Satisco by scoring' 
two tries within the first 15 
minutes of the match. 

The much stronger 
pack completely overpowered 
Satisco pack which didn't 
well at all. Accordin:; to player 
Phillip Daniels, most of the 
Sat isco forwards are still relative-
ly new to the game. Since 
was only thier second match of 
the season, things upfront -should 
improve in time to come. 

The referee was not ·too 
strict, which contributed to a 
flowing quality in the game. 
Although the match was -marked 
by a lot of supportive play, 
simple handling mistakes 1:>ften 
prevented good movements .[ 
being rewarded with tries. 

On the Sat.isco side. 
outside centre,· Craig and 
left flanker Nkudla _played 
well. Simphiwe, one of t 
most experienced players ill the 
team, was ·identified · early and 
closely marked by the opposition 
throughout. the match. 

On the Workers' side, the 
team as a whole played well. 

The match on the whole 
delivered very creative play and 
Sal isco was I ucky 1 o lose l>y 
such a narrow margin. A rematch 
towards the end of the season 
could deliver some very interesting 
rugby. 

A passion for speed 
Ever felt the power of an 

engine throbbing underneath you 
waiting to be released through 
the flick of your wrist? Know 
what it's like to scratch around 
the corner at 200km/h with your 
knees touching the tarmac? The 
plain thought of it . might make 
you remember your worst night­
mare hut for some of us, it is 
the ultimate exhiliration. 

Biking usually and sadly con­
jures up images of leather-clad, 
tatooed and chainflicking monsters 
out to get you, but it is actually 
a highly skilled sport done by 
amazingly nice and normal people. 

One of these people is Richard 
Williams, a shy, friendly BComm 
student who you would associate 
with cricke t or squash rather 
than motorcycle racing. 

Yet, that is his passion. 

1-----------------------------------Richard, lY, got his first bike 
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when he was 15, like most boys 
that agP.. 13ut unlike most boys 
that age, he has had nine bikes 
since and bought his racing bike _ 
(RG 250) last december with 
the money he earned during the 
vac. 

Since then Richard has been 
trying to get into racing 

l·le's · done practir.e 
Swartkops and the Port 
track and was well in 
the pack then. 

seriously. 
runs at 
Elizabeth 
front of 

But to race profP.ssionally 
tnk P.s· n lot of money and that is 
his main probkrn at the moment. 

For every race he'll need an 
entry fee of R40, new sparkplugs 
and eve ry alternate race, new 
tyrP.s at R250. 

Hi s biggest problem at the 
moment is. to get hold of a 
nailer to take his bike to the 
race track. TherP. Is a lot more 

money involved once the raci ng 
gets underway and travelling 
expenses and accomodat ion have 
to be considered and are the 
t raum ~ of every young racer 
who hasn't got a sponsor. 

Richard is serious about his 
racing a nd if everything r~oes 
well he will be racing hi s fiist 
'National' in East London this 
weekend. Those that have seen 
him race and have checked .his 
laptim es know he' s hot and 
deserves a sponsor. Unfortunat el y 
he hasn't had much luck in 
Grahamstown but he's far fro m 
giving up and the search is on. 
Let's hope he gets lucky an d 
can actually make his dreams of 
becoming a professional f< l l>'' 

come true. It would be a fir s t 
for Rhodes! 



Sl,()ll'l' 

Chr is MaCCJ IIOid (left) g racefu lly . demonst rating t he art o f se lf-defe nc e; 

Sporting Durbs 
SATISCO Rhodes had it s fi rst 
wee kend a wa y trip last week to 
Uml azi township in Durban visiting 
Mangosuthu Techni kon. 

The foll owing sparr codes 
part icipat ed: Rugby, tennis, t a bl e 
tenni s , sof tba ll , kara te a nd socce r. 

The rug by t eam which played 
first, ·introduc ed victo ry fo r 
Rhodes Satisco , winning 35-21. 
The ha lf-t ime sco re was 7 both 
sides. 

Baske tball faced a rough 
c: opposi t ion and lost agains t Mango ­

surhu. The fina l sco re was 57- 33 
in favour o f the home ream. 

Softba ll and volleyball ma tches 
due to p robl ems at ,\langosut hu, 
could not take place. · 

Soc cer, rhe most impress ive 
spo rt. of the day, was pla yed a r 
a hi gh pace. Only one ma rch 
was played and it starr ed on a 

high .note with bot h s ides attac ­
ki ng. On t he 23 rd minur.e of the 
game , Mang·osuthu sco red t hei r 
first goal and they hit the ne t 
aga in on the 37th minute a ft e r 
a co rner kick. 

By half- time, t he sco re was 
2-0 in favour of Mangosuthu. A 
few minut es int o second-half, 
Rhodes Sa ti sco, "Wonde r" Siqaza 
asked fo r the replacem ent o f 
the re fe ree who see med to favour 
Mangosuthu. During the second 
half , with a new re fe ree, the 
Rhodes squad replaced Zacharia 
"Po n. able " Manor a wi th T ex 
"Godfa ther" Mo ra ladit. Onl y 11 
minutes int o half of t he game, 
"Wonder" Siqaza sco red a goal 
fo r Rhodes Satisco. On the 19th 
minute, an ow n goal gave Mango ­
suthu higher score o f 3-1 a nd 
gave them more strength. The 

goal was foll ow ed by a pe nalt y 
ki ck agai nst Rhodes a nd this 
wide ned up t he gap , making 
things mo re di ffi cult fo r Rhodes 
Sarisco. The fina l whistle signa lled 
4-l vic to ry to Mangosut hu Techni­
kon. 

Int erviewed la t e r, Rhodes 
coach Lungisa Magwentshu blamed 
lack ·Of tim e fo r Strat egis.ing and 
co- ordina ti on among playe (S. 

The scores for tenms we re 
.as foll ows: 

Men' s doubles: Rhodes 6 
~\ an gosu r hu 8 

Women ' s singles: Mangosut hu 0 
Rhodes 6 

Men's singles: Ma ngosuthu 5 
Rhodes 8 

The sco re fo r tabl e t enni s was 
5- 1 in favour of Rhodes. 

·. . . t listurb you while 
so t t'J o c . t I 'm 

. . our d ea r spo rts pages lJU 
r eadw g Y. . · t t forget to send · 1 you no O.· · 
h e. re to remlll c . . I l ot·t storieS 

l r1· ' llll s 1 your poelllS, ar -wo , , ' . . 

. to ~UIODEO before May 16 
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Aikido- Zen in the 
Art of Self-defence 

Aikido is unique a mong othe r 
j apanese ma rtia l arts as ra the r 
than res tst mg o r clash ing with 
the opponent' s force, stre ngth is 
ble nded to bring you r opponent 
unde r cont rol. 

The Rhodes Aikido Club was 
fo rmed in I 986 by Chris Macquoid 
who sti ll orga ni ses the c lub ' s 
a c t iv iti es . 

Aikido is used onl y as a fo rm 
of se l f de fe nce. The movement s 
a re la rge ly c irc ul a r a nd flowing 
and beca use of the da nce- like 
appeara nce of Aikido it has 
so me t imes bee n desc ri bed as 
moving Zen. 

The me nni ng o f t\ik ido is t he 
way to spiritual ha rm ony. All 
move m ent s a re­
none a rc a im ed 
but s imply to 
t he opponent. 

reac t ionary and 
a t caus ing inj ury 

ha rm on ise wi t h 

Aikido is co mple t e ly non-com­
pe titive as the movement s a re 
a im ed a t co-ope rati on with rhe 
oppone nt to become harrn oni sed 

bot h phys ically and me nt a ll y. 
T~e gradi ng sys t e m is a lso 

uncornpe t iti ve , a lthough be lt s as 
in ka ra t e , a re used. The be lt ,; 
a re not dyed. dar ker as highe r 
leve ls a re reached. Th i,; is 
expla ined by the philosophy th" t 
if one cannot fee l t he di fferencc 
in a not he r ' s t echnique t he n 
t he re is no diff e re nce. 

Aikido bega n as a secre t 
fi ghtin g fo rm a mong a nobe l 
fHrn ily in Ja pa n, who late r t nughr 
it to t he i r worke rs. 

In about .1 929 Mar ihe i Vyesh iba 
took up Aikido , the n known as 
Aiki - Jut su, a nd u.sed some o f t he 
old t ech niques but cha nged from 
so me t hing des igned to injure int o· 
a form whi ch would cont rol 
ra the r than inju re t he oppone nt. 

Aikido is a ha rm o ni c ma rt ia l 
art which as we ll as be ing a 
fo r rn of se lf de fe nc e is also 
hea lthy fo r both body and mind . 

Prac ti ces ha ppe n in the Rhodes 
Ma rt ia l Arts Centre on Mondays 
a nd Wednesdays a t Spm. 

Victory for Rhodes' 
Rowing Team 

Rhodes Unive rsity Rowing Alt hough a ff ect ed adversely 
Club ended o ff the fla t - race by changes made to the c re w 
season with an exs e llent win in •ea rl ie r in t he season , the wom e n 
the . .Men ' s Senior A Coxed Fours performed we ll in the Co xed 
a t t he South Afri can Nat ional Fours event, and displ ayed so me 
Cham pionships he ld in Pre toria of the ta lent that took the m .to 
recently. the fi nals o f t he South Afri can 

The c re w, made up of Unive rsities Boatrace las t yea r. 
Hagem a nn (st roke ), M Ve rm aak, The Rhodes sc ull e r a lso rowed 
G Verm aak, T Strong and A we ll t o fini sh third in the Senio r 
Tyl e r (co x) was fou r seconds off·_ D- scull s · -
the Springbok qual ify ing tim e In the - fina l--of- t he Men' s 
over 2 OOOm a nd broke the 1986 . Senior C Fours·, the Rhodes 
reco r? . which had been st a nding c re w na rrowly los t to the Univer-
fo r e t ~ht yea rs. sity o.f Na t a l' Pi e re rma rit zburg, 

It ts ye t t o be asce rt a ined if a ft e r winning the ir hear convinc-
t hey ~ow hold the 1989 reco rd ing ly a nd leading the race t ill 
for th ts event. the fi na l 300m. 

Perfo rmanc e in the Men ' s The resul ts t hat t he 
Senio r A Eight s was disappoin ting att a ined throt~:;,~~m~~~~\--j 
however , · af.te r . ex~e ll ent res ul ts show rhe hi r,h 
at regat t as ea rlier In the season , H h o<lns rowinv. hns ruu c : 1 u ~d , 111Hl 
and t he .cre w fa il ed to place .in thi s bodes wd l fo r the uoa t rae ~: 
t he fina l. season which begi in September. 

l~ owe rs taking t: o the water. 

Du ri ng act ion ... ..••.... Si\ T ISF ACTION !!!!!! 
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