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In February, Mr. Ernest
Fleischmann, well-known Cape
Torvn music critic: saw the show
in Johannesburg during the first
week of its run, and shortl.y
afterwards said in this column:
"Leon Gluckman's production is
the most vibrantly exciting
exhibition of the producer's artyet encountered in Johannes-

He went on to record: "Everv
;n')ember of Mr, Gluckman's cadi
sings, dances and acts with a,passionate conviction quite
unknown in our theatre. The
'impact of King Kong thriils. dis-turbs and exhilarates one's
setrses. and this in spite of a
veguely - conceived, 'formless
book. charat.terless lyrics anclnrusir.that at tinres seenrs to
consist of all the cliches of theTin Pan A1ley hack.,,
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pub)ished .in the Cope Times ou
April 2. I quote: "A jazz operaportraying all the ebuilient
vitality, the jo:,s ancl sorro$/s,
of Iife in an African shant;u-
town-a great enlertainment
and an unlorgettable social
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Frnchlcfir?s Arl
FTEfi. a sensationally successful sealon in Johannesburg, the all " Atrican urusical

oo King Kong " opened at the Caurps Bay Civic Centre last night to a fashionable
audienoe not as wildly enthusiastic as the performers. It rvas a slick production in an
unhospitable hall, but because so rnuch adulation has flowed frorn the pens of other
writers into the columns of tho Cape Tintes as preparatory propaganda I find myself

-as humble critic-at a loss for lautlatorv words and phrases not used before!

_ rhese denciencies, 
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Fleischmann, do not nlatter rn
the. least, because the cast and ment, but personally I shalltheir. producer ha'e brought not find if ',ir"fo.s.ilifrlu,,,"ii"",i
nothing,short of magic to bear taking my courage firmiy byon this largely. true story_of the the liand" in the"face .i tf-ridecline and fall of a heavy- above me"tir"ea -p."fi*l"iiii
weight boxing idol. opi,nions. I venture io ,ay t1lri

Turning. now. to an expan- the ecstatic veneration aciorded
sive adicle by Norman Howell "King Kor-rg" on the Rancl waspublished in the Coop Tim,es on

probably due to the fact that it
was the first large-scale show
ever presented there to the
public by Africans.

Here, in Cape Torvrr, rve have
long been familiar with the
exceilent work of the Eoan
Group, in everything ranging
from opera-a magnificent nro-
duction of "Rigoletto" last
month-to musical comecly. and
our local audiences may we1j. be
more critical oi an "imported"
entertainment in which, I have
read, "Hoilyw.ood, Broadway,
the London West End stage and
a French film companv" are al1
"keenly interested" in acquiring.

Am I carping? Not unduly,
for if this show is to be pre-
sented outside the Union it will
need a lot of tidying-up irom
the point of view of diction-
could any n:ember of the audi-
ence last night catch more than
a word or two in the concerted
numbers?-and. with the exalted
exception of grand opera, what
is being sung on the stage is.
to-day, as important tr: the
understanding of the plot as it
ever was in the realm of the
musieal.

Mv verdiet? "An exciting
exhibition of the oroducer'i
art".
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