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SPEECH AT D. S.G. DI!~R - 14th OCTOBER, tl215 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a well known and uncontested axiom that if there is 

a form of animal life of less account than new girls at a school, especially new 
;t..~li 

day girls who elect to arrive in the middle of an academic year, then anee e form 

of animal life must be a parent of such gi rls . I est eem it a very great honour, 

therefore , and a complete counter to the oft repeated slur that private schools are 

snobbish that I have been invited to speak at t his dinner, which marks part of the 
*(iJ) D.s.G. Centenary and the launching of a bol(l and ambitious Appeal. · ~ 

One of the more pernicious effects of i nflation has been the 

enormous pressure i t has put on private schools . The ever spiralling costs and 

the inevitable consequences t hey have on fees prompt ~s t he more urgently to re-

examine t he whole pos ition of private schools . We should welcome such appr aisals 

as the one beneficial effect of the f inanci al crisis, both national and individual 

through which we ar e now passing. I f an institution cannot bear critical 
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assessment then it will .not aurvi ve beyond a certain period of human inertia. 

Let us thal:'efore consider some fundamentals . 

The idea that it is the primary responsibility of the parents to house, 

clothe feed, nur ture and a ttend to the secular and religious education of their 

offspring is as old as oris-inal human society. \~ere through neglect or mis-

fortune t he parents. either would not or could not accept their obligations 

charitable institutions, notably the Church, assisted as far as possible . 

'l'he idea. tha..t the St a te should accept t he ultimate o'bligatior~ for education is a 

comparatively new one a.nd stems back to the great educational ene.ctment of 1870 in 
·*U) 

Great Britain.,. The State, of course, has a vested interest in the education of 

future citizens, because an ignorant and illiterate populace is a great civic 

liability. It is a pity, however, t o my wa:y of thinking t hat t he model was 

established of the State's accepting a liability to provide universal education by 

establishing and ~ng its own schools, exo.ept in ciroumsta.noes when nobody else 

would do so . How much better if f rom the beginning a bounty per pupil were paid 
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to pri'\"ate parties and the State had limited itself to licensing; inspection and 

providing a limited school system of last resort a This idea has very eloquently 

been put in recent i;i.mea by the American economist, !Ulton Friedman, vho advocates 

a system whereby vouchers equal in value to the per capita annual cost the State is 

prepared to invest in a. pupil's educationare given to the parents of each school• 

age child. These vouchers are paid over to the school of their choice and may be 

cashed for govermnent .!'U..'lds only by the school . It parents wish to supplement 

the vouchers with private fees in return tor hi~er quality eduoation they are at 

liberty to do so. :Boarding vouchers would naturally o.nly be given for children 

from remote country arease 

The great beauty of the sys tem is that it encourages open competition 

amongst schools. Institutions which do not provide what parents, or significant 

groups of parents , want by w~ of religious and moral background, and academic 

and recreational faoili ties would simply fail through lack of support . To my 

mind the most unfortunate aspects of a totally monopolistic State school system 

•. •. • ./are 
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are that it · not only deprives parents of freedom o! choice but also encourages 

inefficiency through lack of competition. The layers of bureaucracy and red 

tape which inevitably encompass even the best of State school systems are too 

evident to require much explicit colllJ'nent. 

The advantages of being free to choose the academic and moral 

school environment for one 9 s children are so great that a significant minor! ty 

of parents are still willing to accept t he enormous saevi fice of· paying taxes for 

a system they do not use and paying fees which are net even tax deductible,. By 

al l means let us press for a :nore equitable system, but until the millenium 

arrives we must continue to seek in the same spirit of faith that characterised 

their founders to find ways e..nd means of ensuring the survival of the schools 

we treasure so deeply. That is why we are here tonight . 

P:rivate schools in general and the D.s.G. in particular are 

cherished because or their religious and moral traditions , the dedication to 

excellence of thei r teachers and their high academic standards • If by reason 

•• •••••• /of 



-5-

of t heir escalating costs they a.re also becoming socially exclusive, this is 

greatly to be regretted. The best of our private schools even to-day have 

managed to avoid t hi s stigma by providing a substantial degree of assistance by 

way of scholarships and bursaries . I believe we should set aside part of our AppeaJ 

results for t is purpose . A perspicacious observer of the British scene, the 

Swiss new.spaper correspondent Roger Bernheim, attributes part of the social and 

economic malaise of Britain to the existence of the private and State schools 

feeding the division of the population into two classes, the "We'' of the 

ma.nagerial and professional group and the "They" of the working class. This is not 

perhaps a great danger in South Africa, except that the We and They are White and 

:Black. Private schools are preclud.ed by legislation, with rarest exceptions, 

from t aking :Black pupils, bUt this may not always be so . We should be psycho-

logically and financially prepared to accept, even to pioneer, such developments 

when rather than if they become possible, such is the pace of oh.a.nge we must 
@.~~-

~ erv~ anticipate. The decision to introduce Xhosa is a tremendous step in the right 
::::;__..;:: 

direction. I sometimes wonder if we do enough even under the present dispensation. 
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After an interval of thirty years I s til l remember the indelible 

effect on my outlook that school tours in small groups through the worst areas 

of Sophiatown and the Moroka and Jabavu shanty towns produced. Bl ack preachers 

appeared in our chapel, Black entertainers graced our stage and Indians played 
~ 

cricket against us. The possibility of such events almost by itself justifies 
~ .!i~-b.......,rkl'~,......,..---~u, 

private school s . They are still not illegal today.. ~ ..... -J~_J.i..(/"6--"f"-delttt"""J' 
"<"\, '\~- ..._....,...~- ~ . 4--~ -t. ~~.t- 1!-J) ~~ ~ -e- tc..~ Ct~ 

~~ Go~vti" ,~ ·~ Whatever the success of the Appeal that is launched today, (and I 
--~~i~ . 

wish it every success) the future of private schools will depend to a great 

deal on how imaginatively we consider our problems. Not being on your Council 

I can indulge in some flight of fancy. Granted that not all of the details 

are seriously proposed I am not entirely speaking with my tongue in my cheek. 

Let us reflect, for example, on how some of those other .great ventures of faith, 

the monasteries, managed their affairs. The liqueurs, Grand Chartreuse and :' · 

Benedictine have for centuries been economic mainstays of the community by the 

first name and of the ancient foundation of Fecamp in Normandy • Perhaps some 

• • • • • • /friend 
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biend of the school will discover through some secret l:'ecipe a !lla6ica.l property 

of the :flora of the .zuurburg that will produce a.n elixir to rival even van der 

Rum and thereby enrich the school coffers. Or take the case of the private 

school in Upstate t~ew York that receive.d the unusual bequest of a racehorse 

of uncertain pedigree . The Council , already at their wits ends as to how to 

keep the school afloat, decided to keep the animal on the school grounds instead 

of getting what they could for it . The noble beast justi:fied their faith by 

going on to win a million dollars in prize money. 

,e.-..Ji.J:J:~&:-J:)OJ;:~~~~-w.lfeiB.j!H::ified by t1W 
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The conglmdon I :.ea.;b;ey- want 

however much we give, it must be given as an. expression of f aith.· .. I believe 

D. S. G. deserves not only to sUl."Vive but to flourish. I believe it will 

ultimately do so only1 so long as the school Family retains its faith in the 

tradition and attributes for which schools such as D. S.G. stand. The founders 

ventured in :F'aith, the school has prospered through its first eentu.ry by Faith 
~ ti:....e- 6o ~ 

and only?aith will it)pelebrate its second and subsequent centuries . We posses1 

that faith ; Let us demonstrate it in the mos_t pr act.ical possible wq by 

supporting generously the Centenary Appeal to be. launched tonight .. 
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