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RHODEO: What is Cosag? 
Vuyo Kahla: As the name 
denotes, it's a group of concerned 
students who came together be­
cause there was a serious crisis on 
campus. It consists of individual 
students who belong to stlldcnt 
political organisations, and others 
who don't belong to any organisa­
tion. 

R: Why was itfonned? 
VK: Students felt we bad to ad­

dress the crisis created by the 
wage dispute. Students supported 
a legitimate cause - a living wage 
for university workers. They also 
felt there was a cry on campus 
that students weren't getting what 
they'd paid for - nutritious food, 
hygienic conditions and because 
of this, they felt conditions were 
not conducive to proper leaming. 

R: Why did you decide to dis­
rupt lectures? 

VK: Disrupting lectmes was 
undesirable. No-one in Cosag 
desired that. However, sll1dents 
within Cosag and other organisa­
tions had tried various ways of 
highlighting the workers' plight 
and how this plight affected s tu­
dents. 

R: In what way had you tried 
this? 

VK: Before , the disruptions 
there had been four meetings to 
resolve the issue. An SRC delegil­
tion had been sent to meet the 
Vice-Principal (Dr Smout) to en­
sure the crisis was quickly re­
solved. They also asked him for 
assurance that students would not 
be involved in scab labour. This 
was because we felt that scabbing 
would result in a racial polarisa­
tion of the sll1dent body. 

Unfortunately, nothing came 
out of that meeting. Secondly, stu­
dents marched to the Drostdy 
Lawns last Monday to present a 
memorandum of demands tn the 
administration - it was received 
by Smout and we had hoped to 
receive a response by 16h30 that 
afternoon as there was a sense of 
urgency . in the matter. The V-P 
himself bad also promised that he 
would quickly bring it to his col­
leagues' attention. We got no re­
sponse. 

Given that, Cosag decided 011 
dis ruptions. But before we even 
embarked on the disruptions 011 
Tuesday, we attempted to meet 
with the Vice-Chancellor (Dr 
Henderson) to find out why there 
hadn't been proper response to 
the demands as had been 
promised. We . discovered be and 
tht~ Dean of Students (Dr Mota­
ra) knew nothing of the memo­
randum or its contents. We 
therefore felt the administratio11 
wasn't serious in addressing our 
co11cerns. This also emerged in 
discussions with the V -C whe11 he 
wasH 't coming out with anything 
constructive in respo11se to the 
memorandum. 

R: Besides the scab labour de­
mand, Cosag also demanded a 
speedy resoliaion to the crisis in 
wage negotiations and for the 
police to move off campus. When 
you did discuss these demands 
with the administration, what 
emerged? 

VK: They avoided address ing 
the demands by arguing that 
Cosag didn't have majority sup­
port. Around the no scabbing de­
maHd, the V-C said students had 
the freedom of choice to do what 
they wanted to do. We ackHow­
Jedge the right to freedom of 
choice too, but it is important that 
it be informed by ethical issues. 
We also fed that it is the duty of 
the V-C to ensure that stud(~nts 
should not be polarised on an 
issue as minor as scabbing. 

We also demanded the police 
be withdrawn from campus as we 
felt their presence was highly pro­
vocative in a situation as highly 
charged as it was last week. There 
were already allegations of _stu­
dent harassment by police 
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Another cosag? 
Tokyo Sexwale's face dropped when he heard Rhodes had its very own Cosag ... 

and he smilingly shook his head when he was told "it's the progressive one". Cosag 
has come under fire over the last two weeks after it co-ordinated the disruption of 
student lectures during the workers' strike. RHODEO spoke to Vuyo Kahla, from 

Cosag's steering committee. 

through the smveillance of Sill­
dent political activists. Moreover, 
the local peace · con1mittee had 
brought to our atte11tion that if 
students exercised their right to 
march to the administration, 
there was surely going to be a 
bloodbath. 

On Tuesday, Captain Hackad 
of the SAP's Internal Stability 
Unit also warned us not to be in­
volved in a march or s imilar forms 
of action would result in violence. 
We fell that the police's remarks 
were a rellection of their interest 
in a violent confrontation with 
s tude11ts - the best solution to that 
was to get the police off campus. 

Around the question of a spee-

dy resolution to the wage crisis, 
the administration dai•.ned nego­
tiations were continuing but re­
fused to commit themselves to a 
speedy resolution, particularly 
around the demand for a Jiving 
wage. Worst of all, it was insulting 
to find that the Chief Executive 
Officer of the university, the V -C, 
didn't even know what a living 
wage was. 

R: Did Cosag achieve its objec­
tives in disrupting lectures? 

VK: Yes we did. One, we got 
students talking - our action chal­
lenged student apathy. It made it 
possible for the SRC to convene a 
student body meeting of unpre­
cedented numbers. It also made it 
possible for students to find out 
what was the real problem and 
why Cosag directed its actions 
against them and not admin - we 
were then able to explain to stu­
dents (as we had done in the vari-

ous disruptions) that the action 
was primarily directed at the 
university administratio11 which 
had locked itself into a safe 
haven. 

Furthermore, the action indi­
rectly brought pressure on the ad­
ministration because after we had 
explained the si tuation, stlldeHts 
came out in full support of Neha­
wu ' s demands for a living wage, as 
well as financial transparency. 

As a result of the first mass 
student body meeting last Wed­
nesday ; students committed 
themselves to unity and racial 
harmony and refused to be used 
as pawns in the wage dispute. 
That is the most ·important thing 
that we have achieved. 

R: Some students are calling 
the dismptions intimidation. What 
does Cosag think of this? 

VK: It's .not intimidation in the 
sense that there was no conscious 
intention on the part of Cosag to 
intimidate students but rather it 
was an attempt to engage them in 
meaningful discussions and to 
educate them of the workers' liv­
ing conditions. 

R: Do you think students have 
a right to attend lectures? 

VK:Yes. 
R: Then why did you dismpt 

them? 
VK: Whilst acknowledging 

their right to attend lectures, we 
belie\le that we had a duty to in-
form them of a further right - the 
right to life for the workers, so 
that they could make concrete de­
cisions as to which two was a su­
perior right. Rights in g(~ neral 

ACosag 
member leads 
a toyi-toyi on 
StPeters 
Lawns. 

Pic: Taryn Cass 

have to be informed by ethical 
considerations. For instance, 
whilst we believe people have the 
right to freedom of speech, it 
doesn't mean we support racist or 
sexist speech. Therefore, in every 
right there's an ethical bearing. If 
somebody refuses to note this dis­
tinction, then he or she has a very 
narrow conception of what a right 
is. 

R: Cosag members have been 
accused in the media of physical 
violence against staff" and stlldents, 
as well as damage to university 
property and a post-graduate's re­
search project. Wluit is your re­
sponse? 

VK: All I can say is that they 
are all empty allegations or purely 
propaganda because no-one has 
laid charges of assault aga inst any 
Cosag member or the gro up itself. 

R: Two Cosag members were 
allegedly assaulted by a member of 
staff Is this true? 

VK: Yes, it is true and we've 
laid criminal charges against 
those members of stall. 

R: Twenty-two students have 
received letters of restraint and dis­
ciplinary warning notes from tile 
administration. You are one o( 
those students. What are tile impli­
cations of tile letter? 

VK: A Senate nH·et ing dis­
cussed the matter las t week and 
Senate was informed that those 
notes merely served as restraining 
orders against the s tud ents con­
cerned . Hence it was put clearly 
that the recip ients of these notes 
were confined to their residenn~s 
or the Student Union building. 

However, such strictures could 
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be relaxed upon an agreement 
that the persons concerned 
should commit themselves not to 
be involved in further disruptive 
activities. Since I was involved in 
discussions with the V-C on how 
to normalise the s ituation on cam­
pus, I felt that the restraining 
order effectively stopped me from 
being involved in further discus­
sions with him . This act is harsher 
than Hernus Kriel 's national 
swoop on the PAC leade~sbip ' 
which effectively derailed nego­
tiations. I'm also involved in the 
planning committee for the 
Rhodes University Summit on 
August 21 and therefore · wonder 
whether this wasn't an attempt at 
putting the summit processes in 

jeopardy. 
R: How do you feel personally 

about the possibility of further dis­
ciplinary action or prosecution? 

VK: It is up to the administra­
tion if it really believes it to be fair 
to prosecute further. It has 
become dear that some students 
are arguing that would be in con­
tlict with the sp irit of reconcilia­
tion now prevailing on campus. 
However, I would not like to deal 
in detail around . issues pertaining 
to the disciplinary hearing as the 
matter is still sub judicae. There 
is a legal representative on behalf 
of the twe11ty-two students hand­
ling the matter. 

R: Some students are calling 
tile disciplinary actions victimis­
tlfion. Do you think this is tile cor-
rect term? ' 

VK: Yes, it is victimisa tion, 
particularly when I note that the 
intended prosecutions merely 
deal with the symptoms of the 
problem, not the problem itself -
that being the wage dispute. It 
also shows the admin's fear of 
constructive discussions and in­
stead opting for strong-arm tile­
tics. 

H.: What about racial victimis­
. 'I auon. 
Yes, it is this too. By attempt­

ing to label o[fe.nders as merely 
Afriean students whilst Cosag is 
non-racial, and an approximately 
equal number of black AND 
white students were involved in 
Cosag's activities. To this dat e, all 
but one student who received a 
restraining order are African . 

H.: A petition has been circu­
lated calling for those students who 
disrupted lectures to receive proper 
disciplinary action. What is your 
response to this? 

VK: It is quite a pity to notice 
. how a small number of students 
arc seeking a form of the Nurem­
berg Trials . lt is a further disap­
pointment to note that the V-C is 
alleged as having promoted this 
petition by advising some sill­
dents lo initiate the petition. lf 
this is the case, it would under­
mine the confidence of pro­
g ressive st11dents in the V -C, who 
is supposed to stand above sill­
dent politics. 

H.: Does Cosag have a. further 
role to play on campus, now that 
negotiations are back on track and 
the strike lias been suspended? 

VK: Yes. One of ensuring that 
the negotiations are successful 
and also informing students that 
the workers' demands for a living 
wage have still not been met , and 
they need to contilmously support 
them in this just cause. It also bas 
to play a role in uniting students 
from different politiCal persua­
sions in the , healing process. 

~: Do you think this . '1waling 
process" the SRC is calling for will 
work? What does it entail? 

VK: I hope it will work. But 
for it to work, it is important for 
us students to commit ourselves 
to truth , ji.1stice, and equity. Fur­
thermore, the admi11 should also 
give support to this process by en­
suring that it avoids at all costs, 
anything that will put strain to this 
much-needed process. 



WORKERS' STRIKE SPECIAL 

waging the money war 
Ingrid Salgado 

RHODES workers went back to 
work on Monday after an eight 
day strike over a wage negotia­
tions breakdown with the admin­
istration. 

Workers from the National 
pducation, Health and Allied 
Workers' Union (Nehawu), who 
initially demanded an across the 
board increase of R400, agreed to 
start negotia lions again from a 
bargaining price of R185 . The ad­
ministration was to negotiate 
from R126, from their initial offer 
of R40. 

The negotiations were sche­
duled to restart on Tuesday. 
Striking workers (the. lowest paid 
workers at any tertiary institution 
in South Africa) were threatened 
with dismissal if they did not re­
turn to work on Monda y. 

Last week the university faced 
a possible shutdown when no end 
to the crisis could be seen - the 
campus was littered with over­
turned rubbish bins and the ad­
ministration accused students and 
workers of damage to vehicles, 
university property and physical 
harm to both lecturers and stu­
dents. 

A press release issued by the 
university alleged that 40 motor 
vehicle tyres had been s la shed 
and fish tanks belonging to a 
post-graduate s tudent had been 
slashed. . 

A petition clf(·ulated by the 

peace committee attempted to 
lessen tensions through negotia­
tions .with both the administration 
and the police . 

A potential crisis arose last 
week as various sectors of the silt­
dent body appealed for the ad­
ministration not to use shtdent 
scab labour. The administration 
rejected this call saying _ st11dents 
had the freedom of choice to de­
cide whether to scab. 

Nehawu condemned scab la­
bour and said it undermined wo·r­
kers' demands for a living wage. 

In the meantime, scuftles 
broke out between workers and 
scabbing students. In one in­
stance, physical abuse was di­
rected at both workers and the 
scabbers, one st11dent all eges. 

A group calling themselves the 
Concerned · Students Action 
Group (Cosag) demonstrated 
support for workers with boycotts 
and disruptions of lectures. From 
Tuesday until Thursday last week, 
a large group of students entered 
lectures; pracs and tutorials with 
the aim of putting pressure on the 
ad1i1inistration to accept workers' 
demands. 

Some' students, angry at their 
lectures being disrupte.d, have 
formed St11dents Against Disrup­
tions (SAD), a counter-grouping 
to Cosag. In a letter placed oit 
strategic points on campus, SAD 
objected to "the arrogance of 
Cosag in assum ing that they can 
take away our right to educa lion ". 

with over 25 percent of the stu­
dent population a !tending. 

Heated debate and disagree­
ment about the students fac ing 
disciplinary action have threat­
ened student unity. 

Many students voiced their dis­
agreement wi th this withdrawal. 
Another · petition was circulated 
calling for proper disciplinary 
measures to be taken against dis­
rupting students. 

This has been met with strong 
opposition from hundreds of stu­
dents falling under the umbrella 
of Cosag. 

In a Senate meeting last week, 
it was emphasised that the re­
stricting orders served merely as 
warning notes. However, students 
were not guaranteed they would 
not be called before the discipli­
nary board. 

At the time of going to press, 
the restricted students were being 
requested to sign a document 
com mitt ing themselves to no fur­
ther disruptions. A legal repre­
sentative was due to negotiate 
with the university on their behalf. 

Despite tensions amongst the 
student body, over 1000 students 
marched to the administration 
last Thursday and Friday in sup­
port of workers' demands. A var­
iety of toyi-toying students, some 
carrying tambourines and drums , 
had to negotiate with police to 
move across the campus. 

Students Representative Council 
called for a speedy resolution to 
the crisis and gave support to 
workers' demands for a living 
wage. In discussions with the Sen­
ate body last Friday, the SRC 
brought forward students' de­
mands that tht~ university remain 
opei1. 

To datt', twenty-two Cosag 
mt~mbcrs allegedly involved in the 
disruptions have received re­
straining orders from the adm in­
istratiou. Studen ts were identified 
by some lecturers . and sttidents, 
and by camera . 

Last Th ursday, the SRC called 
for a vo luntary postponement of 
the aca demic prog ramme until 
the situation was normalised . This 
emerged after a 700 strong crowd 
of students met on Kaif Lawns. 
Several departments were dosed -
on Friday, whilst other lectures 
saw poor attendance rates. 

Rhodes workers on strike. Plc: RycberdeWalters 

Dining halls for residence stu­
dents have been dosed for over a 
week. The administration has 
paid each student R20 pa day for 
food; some studen ts have ex­
pressed dissatisfaction w ith what 
was considered to be insufticient 
funds on which to eat. · 

A heavy pol ice presence (or­
ganised by the administra tion 
after it claimed Nehawu bad 
breached its recognition contract) 
heightened tens ions on cam pus. 
Both workers a nd students de­
manded the administration ca ll 
for their removal. 

In the mea ntime, the local 

The students, whose move­
ments on campus have been re-
st ricted to their respective 
res idences and the Student 
Union , face possibk disciplinary 
act io11. 

Other students have allegt~ dl y 
been identified and are also due 
to be served with notices. 

An SRC petition with over one 
thousand s igna t11n.~s was 
presented at a Senate meeting 
las t Friday requesting "the with­
drawal of the disciplinary note 
served against st11dent leaders". 

Mass .student meetings or­
ga nised by the SRC reached un-

precedented numbers last week 

The SRC further condemned 
the disruptions as "highly undesir­
able since · they are confronta­
tional and have the potential of 
causing cont1ict". 

Students have also called for 
transparency in the university 's 
anllual budget. In the SRC peti­
tion , students ca lied for "as much 
information on the negotia lions 
as poss ible" so that students 
would be able to make inform ed 
dec isions regarding the matter. 

Various sectors of the univer­
s ity are pl anning on embarking on 
what they termed ';i healing pro­

.cess' to ensure the s ituation on 
ca mpus is normalised as soon as 
possible. 

Pros. and cons 
Tempers have been on 
the brink of explosion, 
hostility hides beneath 
cold, evil-eyed stares. 

Daya Coetzee wonders if 
the wage battle has made 

.use of a new kind of 
chemical warfare, instant, 

across the sex-barrier 
PMS. 

IDEOLOGIES have become per­
sonal vendettas. Admin wanted 
students to vote and state dearly 
who the goodies and baddies 
w ere. Of course, students' cate­
gorisation of goodies and baddies 
may have contradicted theirs, 
perhaps not. It is diversity that 
tends to make us think about a 
s ituation - without it we would be 
a troop of manipulabk clones. 

Let's all try to take it a bit ea­
sier on ourselves and on othns. 
The best way to try and under-

stand other people's point of 
view, whether you believe it or 
not, is to look back at yo urselves. 
Here are the voices of man y s tu ­
dents - cackle or cry, it's your 
choice. 

A res common room is a grea t 
place for finding this diversity. To 
start with w e have the extremists ... 

"They · [the demons trators ] 
stonn ed into the lectme hall and 
startt~d throwing stones and 
spears. This one guy's ann was 
cu t open." 

"Ja, well, you'd also become vi­
olent if you gcit paid und er R85 a 
month." 

And this is an institution of 
HIGHER teaming? 

The self-preservers and 
general arbers ... 

"They can carry on s triking as 
long as they I ike; this R20 a da y is 
quite nice really and I can 't com­
plain about being forced not to 
work." 

The activists and anti-activ-

ists .. . 
"The workers are asking for 

our suppoprt, we need the 
streng th in unity to gain victory 
over this offspring of the racist 
regime!" 

"Fuck the workers' alliance. If 
it wasn't ' for us st udents they 
wouldn't even have jobs." 

An eavesdropper into a dis­
rupted lecture, a con versa lion ... 

"My parents · are s truggli ng fo r 
nH'. to b~- here, you commie 
swine! " 

"The workers don 't even have 
money to send their children to 

school, you fascist pig!" 
Perhaps the tensions and 

broken fr-iendsh ips will be 
mended soon; perhaps not. Per­
haps the .negotiations will reach a 
deadlock again and things will 
pick up from where they left otT. 
Perhaps not. Perhaps it's time to 
pick up . the remaining pieces of a 
trying period. 
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NEWS 

Wits Union under fire 
THREE gumnen invaded Jubilee 
Hall residence at Wits Univasity 
at 10 am on5 July. 

Delegates from the National 
Hea lth and Allied Workers 
Union (Nehawu) were staying 
there for the duration of the con­
ference held on the campus. The 
delega tes were the suspected tar­
gets of the attack. 

According to Sarah Kumene, a 
worker involved : "One man in 
blue overalls came in a1id repoted 
that he was waiting for somebody. 
He waited for one and a half 
hours in the foyer." 

The president of Nehawu ap­
parently went in, this man went to 
one of the workers and said that 
the person has waited for was not 
coming and that be was leaving. 

He went out for a few seconds 
and came back with two other 
men wearing similar overalls, all 
three armed with guns. 

George Shikwambana, the 
Jubilee se.curity guard on duty 
was held at gun-point. The fe­
male workers were ordered to 
enter the reception and lie race­
down on the ground . One of the 
armed men sa id to Kunene, who 
was hiding behind the curtains, 
"He seJebe tswa ["Ht~ y, bitch -
out"], "Stop screaming we will not 
shoot you." She went out and 
joined the others in the reception. 

· The three men went in the di-
rectim~ of the room s, apparently 
following the Nehawu president. 
One came out and peeped in the 
reception and went back again . 

The workers dtcided to run to 
Senate House. They met Denise 
Hooper-Box, Jubilee warden, oon 
the way and informed her or the 
incident. They went to Wits se­
curity and called the polict. 

Police asked the workers 
whether · they wanted to lay char­
ges against the intruders. The 
workers declined sinct~ no-one 
was injured. 

Mr Bob Marley , assistant 
general secretary of Nehawu, a 
delegate at the confere nce, said 
that it could not be confirmed 
whether the intruders were look­
ing fo r th e Nehawu president or 
not. 

Hooper-Box said that a meet­
ing was organised with Nehawu to 

discuss security measures during 
their stay at Jubilee . 

Wits security promised to in­
crease the number of guards at 
Jubilee during the weekend and 
until the end of the confert~nce. 

Hooper-Box and Naziem Ran­
dera, accomodation officer, 
agreed that the front door of 
Jubilee wotdd be kept locked dur­
ing the tcnn and that students 
would have to use their access 
cards. 

The door will be ope'ned at' 
lunch because of students from 
other reses lunch at Jubes. She 
added that she _would organise a 
meeting with Jubes House com­
mittee to discuss the security 
measurt~s. - Sasnews. 

SRC: What·s been done 
Karuna Gopal 

THIS is the resptmse of most stu­
dents when asked for their opi­
nion of the SRC: It seems to be 
the general view of students that 
the SRC has promise.d to take up 
several issues on behalf of the s ill­
dent body but have yet to pro­
duce positive results. Topics like 
the extension of intervis iting 
hours, uppermost on the list of 
s tudent demands, have been high­
lighted but remain to be dealt 
with. 

However, the SRC has 110t re­
mained dormant in the face of 
such strong criticism, and has re­
sponded by calling a SRC Ref­
erendum beginning on 9 August. 

"The issues at hand are import­
ant ones and · it's impossible to 
solve them overnight. They have 
to travel to various levels of auth­
ority in the University's adminis­
tration department before a 
resolution can be reached," SRC 
President Ibrahim Seedat said. 

The programme for the week 
long referendum will hinge 
around student opinion elicited 
from campus polls. The SRC is 
relying on the help of residence 
senior students and oppie repre­
sentatives in executing the effort. 

The refen•.ndum will focus on 
grievances t11at have been for­
warded to the Council and which 
have been the centres of debate, 
including the need to effectively 
combat the increasing rate of 
campus rape, the transformation 
of RAG and the issue of extended 
intervisiting hours, which has 
culled much student support. 

Other issues include the con­
troversial stance taken by some 
students calling for the renaming 
of residences. Suggestions have 
already been made that the 
names of Jan Smuts , Piet Retief 
and Prince Alfred res idences be 
replaced by Chris Hani and 
Oliver Tambo as a s ign of the 
times. 

Rhodeo and Rhodes Music 
Radio (RMR), the two 'student 
voices', will not escape unscathed 
either. The SRC will be looking 
for feedback regarding the suc­
cesses and tlaws of the two so­
cieties. Results of the poll s will be 
formulated and published 'by the 
Statis tics Department. 

Ibrahim sa id ,"Ultimately , the 
aim of the Referendum is to es­
tablish a structured base from 
which the new SRC can work to 
address these matters." 

Theses 
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New RMR 

studio 

RHODEO Reporters 

RHODES Music Radio bas fi­
nally left their old, rather inade­
quate studio and have moved into 
the 'Honeymoon Suite Studio' at 
the top of the Union Building. 
Champagne corks popped (al­
most) and glasses were raised as 
the studio was officially opened at 
a cheese and wine evening on 
July 28. Stat.ion director, Tony 
Lankestcr, broadcast the opening 
of the st11dio which cost R15 000, 
moiH'Y that RMR will have to pay 
back to the University over a 
per iod of three years . 
W ith a budget of R9000 a yea r, 
RMR raises the rest of its funds 
through advertising. The new 
equi pment and larger work s pace 
will enable RMR to continue con­
tributing to the university . 

"Tbt~ reason its ca lled the 
"honeyn10on su ite" is because it's 
so much larger than anything 
we've had before," Tony said. 



ECC 
JOHANNESUURG- AFTER ten 

years of fighting conscription into 
an apartheid anny; the End Con­
scription Campaign (ECC) is 
winding up its activities in antici­
pation of the end to conscription 
once a transitional executive is in­
stalled. 

To mark its · imminent and 
happy demise, the ECC hosted a 
Peace Festival at Wits two weeks 
ago. 

Guests included British Jour­
nalist of the Year, Maggie 
O'Kane, joumalist, Joseph Han­
lon, as well as leading figures 
from political parties and other 
organisations. 

The Festival, opened by Nel­
son Mandela, examined the issues 
of violence, militarisation and 
transition in South Africa. 
· Sessions looked at the integra­

tion and . role of the armed forces , 
a peace-keeping force, violence. 
and the Peace Accord, and the 
possibilities for a peace move­
ment in South Africa. 

NEWS 

o ceasefire 
Festival organiser, Jonathan 

Ancer, said:"Tbe Festival was a 
great success. It brough_t togethn 
a wide range of people and pro­
moted discussion about -issues 
that are vital to our future . 

"The ECC played a very im­
portant role in the struggle 
against .apartheid, and we didn't 
want that to die out." 

The EEC formed in 1983, be­
came active in 1984 with a "Focus 
on Namibia" campaign, highlight­
ing the role of the SADF in Nami­
bia and Angola. The organisation 
formally launched in October 
1984. 

Committed to working for ·a 
"just peace in our land", the ECC 
organised cultural anti-conscrip­
tion events which were. hugdy 
successful. Later campaigns in­
cluded "troops out ' or the town­
ships" and support for 
conscientious objectors on trial 
for refusing to serve on the 
SADF. 

The ECC worked closely with 
the democratic movement, while 
also managing to appeal to con­
scripts. The ECC also had its 
share of interference from the 
state. State-funded organisations 
such as Veterans for Victory wac 
set up with the aim of discrediting 
the organisation. 

In 1988, the ECC was banned 
and was forced to operate under­
ground before unbanning itself in 
1989. Since 1990 , it has ca m­
paigned for an end 'to the call-up 
and even unsuccessfully peti­
tioned the Supreme Court to de­
dare the racist call-up illegal. 

At present, no conscientious 
objectors are in prison, although 
several are standing trial. 

An ad hoc anti-militarisation 
movement is in the process of 
launching and will focus on de­
militarising South Africa , and the 
present conflict in Angola . The 
movement is likely to be called 
"Cease tire." - Sasnews. 

Bop to drop Admin 
UNinO - THE ongoing crisis at 
the University of Bophuthatswana 
(Unibo) remains unresolved des­
pite the presentation of a set of 
demands by students and staff at 
the World Trade Centre in 
Kempton Park. 

This followed a meeting at the 
Wits Great Hall earlier in the day , 
attended by Wits stati and stu­
dents, to discuss a way forward on 
the Unibo situation. 

According to the Unibo SRC 
vice-president, Gaba Tabane, 
"The gathering could not be de­
cisive. Another meeting will have 
to be held to formulate a way for­
ward." 

A delegation of three Unibo 
students was allowed to present 
the memorandum at the World 
Trade Centre. Dr Sarel Eloff, ter­
ritory delegate at the negotiating 
forum, received the memoran­
dum and promised to forward it 
to the relevtmt body. ' 

It was revealed that the entire 
Unibo administration has been 
dismissed, and there is a belief 
amongst students that they will be 
replaced by Potchefstroom man­
agement. 

Concerns have also been 
raised about the apparent inactiv­

·lty of the ANC alliance in all the 
deliberations. 

111 a statement · issued by 
Udusa, the Unibo SRC and Na-

Not advertising 
inRHODEO 
is a lot like 

jumping out 
of a window 

with an 
armchair tied 
to your back 

-it's a bit silly. 

tiona) Education Health and Al­
lied Workers Union (Nehawu), it 
was maintained that "The staff 
and students at Unibo can point 
to a long history of repression at 
the ha nds of the homeland 
regime. " 

In the meantime, staff are em­
ployed to do nothing and the stu­
dents are barred from campus. 

The memorandum included 
concerns over the continued clo­
sure of the university by the Bo­
phuthatswana government, the 

recent · amendments to the 
University of Bophuthatswana 
Act, which impact negatively on 
the conditions of service of Unibo 
employees, and the continued 
erosion of un iversity autonomy 
and aca demic freedom. 

The memorandum also 
pointed out that the curent Unibo 
council is undemocratically con­
stituted and is serving the inter­
ests of the Bophuthatswana 
government, rather than those of 
education.- sa·snews. 

RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS 

Applications for the Rhodes Scholarships for 
1994 close on 1 September 1993. Applications 
are invited from men and women, regardless 
of race or creed who are ordinarily resident in 
South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho or 
Swaziland. 
Candidates should normally have a first de­
gree and have attained results to satisfy the 
admission requirements of Oxford University. 
Candidates are judged in terms of the cdteria 
laid down by the Will of Cecil John Rhodes. 
These include literary and scholastic attain­
ments, qualities of leadership, feelings of com­
passion for one's fellows and good physical 
health. 
Rhodes' Will expressively provides that "no 
student shall be qualitied or disqualified for 
election to a Scholarship on account of race or 
religious opinions". 
Candidates must be unmarried and under 27 
at 1 October 1994. 
For details write to the General Sect·etary fm· 
Rhodes Scholarships, PO Box 41468, Craig­
hall, 2024. 

-·-
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Big Brother is watching you: an SAP officer 
films demonstrations during last week's strike. 

STUDENT MEDIA 
AWARDS '93 

This year the Weekly Mail & Guardian , in conjunction 
with SASPU, are running a student media competition. 

The deadline for entries is August 31 

The entry categories are: 
• Best student newspaper 

• Best design for a student newspaper 
• Student journalist of the year 

• Student photographer of the year 
• Best student radio station 

• Best student broadcaster of the year 

Entry forms are available from your SASPU office on campus or the SAC office. 
Or contact either of the following: 

SASPU head office at (011 )716-5039 
Weekly Mail marketing at (011 )403-7111 

. 

T lA nniAN· . :.· lU:l'l..lU..J . , 
1111 \\I I Kl \' \1,\11 an1t n~~. Guardlon Weekly 
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SanjaGoehre 

THERE is a lot a journalist can recreate 
on paper - a lot a journalist can sav 

with words. But when it comes to an · at­
mosphere or a dynamic personality, all 
that one can reallv write is: "You should 
have been there". " 

People who went to see Tokyo Sexwale 
speak at the Aiesec lecture on Wednes­
day and later at the Great Hall know what 
I am referring to. 

Faced with biased re porting in univer­
sity press releases and local newspapers, 
morale for some was hitting a low - and 
Tokyo could not have come at a better 
time. 

Speaking in the General Lecture 
Theatre only a few metres from the spot 
where Cosag (Concerned Students Action . 
Group) staged most of its protest, Tokyo 
kept the attention span of the crowd fo r · 
more than an hour and a half. 

Surprising only beca use when talk nor­
mally centres around politics or econo­
mics , people tend to switch off after 10 
minutes. 

The theme of his talk was supposed to 
be "The Politica l Economy facing Future 
Business Leaders" but he only really hit 
that part later in his speech. 

His main focus was what was happen­
ing politically at a nationaf level. Tokyo 
told a packed audience: "I want to be able 
to help you reach informed positions as 
future thinkers," and proceeded to talk 
about the transformation of our society, 
violence, transition . mechanisms and a 
summary of what the ANC would like en­
trenched in a constitution. 

"South Africa is in 'transit'ion. We are 
moving from one fonn of society into an­
other. But this is not a reformist change, it 
is a revolutionary change. It bas to be a 
complete change, a fundamental change 
at the roots of society," be said. 

Wade through documents 

I 

"The contradictions within our society 
are ripe for this change, but they are ac­
companied by violence. 

"We cannot avoid a certain amount of 
violence - for every positive there is a ne­
gative. " 

Tokyo did not expand on the violence 
issue but launched immediately into the 

· contentious issue of a Transitional Execu­
tive Council (TEC). For him, these transi­
tional mechanisms are the only means by 
which we can move from one society to 
another. He sees the TEC as the only .way 
South Africa ca n "ensure the present gov­
ernment does not enjoy monopoly . The 
TEC must be in charge of media , the elec­
tions, fo reign ilffairs and the security 
forces which include the army, the police 
and the intelligence service." 

FEATURES 

Tokyo talks 

H e urged the audience to wade 
through a ll the documents , words, 

politica l ;orrecti1ess li nd distortions com­
ing out of the World Trade Centre and 
ask themselves at the end of the day: ."Do 
we ha ve tnmsitiona I mechanisms?" 

Tokvo also reiterated the ANC's call 
for a Constituent Assembly to draw up a 
constitution as it \vas dangerous for the 
World Trade Centre forum to do so. "No­
body e lected those representatives, so 
they are only speaking for themselves ... 

Hut some people are against a Consti­
tuent A<;sembly because some parties 
know very well they are going to do very 
badly ... And if these people agree to 
the tra nsitona I mecha nisms, then the pro­
cess is on to what they fear most: an elec­
tion." 

"That 's a sweet constitution," Tokyo 
sa id with a smile after he outlined its basic 
components, "but our people cannot eat 
the national anthem, symbols, the con­
stitution. The greater question is the 
economy of this country ." 

Do you remember those shrieks of dis­
may that echoed through South Africa 
afte r Nelson Mandela ca me out of prison 
and spoke one word: nationalisation? 

Now all that was heard was a silence 
tinged almost with relief as Tokyo spoke 
of a mixed economy and of "economic pa­
triotism" - something which big business 
had not developed yet but should. "There 
are funds which are locked within South 
Africa , so before we consult the IMF or 
the World Bank we must tell big business 
to apply economic patriotism." 

"Whether something would be nation­
alised or not would depend on the bal­
ance of evidence," he sa id. "Some gold 
mines are in debt. If they were nation­
alised, the government would also be in 
debt. So you have -to ask: Do you then give 
the mine to the private sector to take 
away?" 

Nat!onalisation 

B ecause "we are fa natic about econ- . 
omic liberation," the ANC has thought 

through othe r ways to stimulate the econ­
omy. 

"We fi ll the whole country with fac­
tories at secondary level and exa mine our 
financial sectors. There a re huge corpora­
tions that compete with the man in the 
street. We caunot subject both to the 
sa me interest rates . The business sector 
must realise its responsibility." 

And so Tokyo emphasised a rethinking 
of VAT on "food, school things, children's 
food" ("you cannot tax chi ldren") unem­
ployment and housing. 

But for those who have been following 
ANC statements in the media , there was 
essentially nothing new. Most people are 
aware of the critical housing shortage 
("We are short of 10 million housing 
units") and our unemployment rate 
quoted at 40 percent. 

Even Tokyo's plea: "Pass the message 
on: 'Whites should not run from South 
Africa. This is your country'," surprised 
nobod y. We have heard this from the 
ANC before. 

So what was it that made people listen? ' 
One supporter looked at him toyi­

toying on the stage in the Great Hall and 
said: "I love Tokyo, but when I see him 
toyi-toying so well, I know he truly cares 
about hi s people." 

Wellspring of the struggle 
History Lecturer and Chairper­
son of the ANC Town and Cam­

pus Unit, Dr Julia Wells, is 
propably "one of the few people 
who have been recruited to the 
struggle by their domestic wor­

kers". Lukanyo Mnyanda 
spoke to her. 

JULV\ WELLS, 42, hails from the USA 
and first visited the country 23 yea rs ago 
when she developed an interest in South 
African history. She has been living in 
South Africa since January. She has spent 
most of the last 23 years working for the 
ANC in Zimbabwe. 

Wells has a PhD from the universitv of 
Columbia. She tells me her PhD th~s is, 
The role of African women in resistance is 
about to be published by WITS Press. 

She has written a number of books 
about the role played by women in his-­
tory, especially African historYL_ with her 
latest offering called We Now Demand. 
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He r research has led to her meeting 
people like Helen Joseph and Lillian Ngoi 
whom she intervied in the late 1970s for 
her s tudies on women resistance to pass 
laws . 

These women have had a "big effect" 
on Julia Wells and she believes that "ANC 
slogans and freedom songs should be im­
proved and give more recognition to 
women". 

She is presently doing a 3rd-year 
course about wome n in African history. 
"It involves students searching for old 
sources and I am very pleased to find that 
students are reading twice as much," she 
savs. 

·wells is marrieu to fellow history lec­
turer Dr Julian Cobbing and has a nine 
year-old daughter. 

She says being a housewife, a historian 
and chairperson of the ANC Town Unit 
can be "a heavy workload , but I am very 
mindful to keep a balance between my 
family and work commitments". 

''The ANC Town a nd Campus Unit is 
one of 10 units in the Fingo Village 
Branch and is also the sn1a llest unit. We 
haven 't had any meetings yet, but there 
has been a lot of intncst from individual 

students". 
I questioned her a bout the ANC be­

coming more bureaucratic , making it di f­
ficult for people to ma kc contact with the 
organisaton. She atlributed this to the 
period of political transition placing heavy 
demands on full-time staff and on finan­
cial co nstraints maki ng it difficult to open 
an ANC ofticc . 

'ANC bureaucracy' 

"Yes, the ANC is becoming more bure­
aucratic and this has to be addressed be­
cause the ANC needs the people, the 
ANC IS the people," she adds. 

With South Africa 's first democratic 
electi ons s!.~hedulcd to take place in less 
than eight months , she says: "We arc very 
active in prepa ring for elect ion and have 
organised training workshops which will 
reach the student· bod y within a week or 
two" . 

She says there is another genera l voter 
educa tion workshop which will be run in 
co-operation with several Non-Govern- , 
ment Organisations. These will be aimed 
at the community in genera l and not spe­
cifically ANC supporters. "We plan to 
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visit every house at least three times," she 
savs. 

"Despite a II the problems in the 
country, she is still optimistic about South 
Africa 's future. She says "the long and dif­
ficult period of negotiation, and the dis­
ruption and violence from the extremes 
ha s left many people feeling quite inse­
cure. I do believe, however, that the vast 
majority of South Africans want to move 
forward in non-violent wa vs". 

On Transformation at· Rhodes? "I am 
not actively involved as I am only a short-

tenn guest." (Dr Wells has applied for a 
full-tim e posi tion in the History Depart­
ment.) 

"It is necessa ry to talk about Transfor­
mation, but I fear that students could be 
asking for superficial changes. I believe 
that co nce rns should go much deeper 
than just name-changes." 

She believes that it co~lld be "useful if 
the univcrs itv council had more women 
and blacks, hut we must avoid superfic ial 
tokenism" . 

Is she a soc ialist? "I am a 'materialist', 
that 's a hi storian 's euphimism for social­
ist." 



Jonathan Davis 

N INE months ahead of the date set for 
South Africa's first democratic elec­

tions, a line of people are filing past a 
cardboard ballot box in a dingy com­
munity hall in Grahamstown. 

"Those monitors must stand this side of 
the polling-booth," a man standing at the 
door instructs. The "monitors" obediently 
move to the other side of the booth, also 
made of cardboard. 

The "voters" filing into the hall pretend 
to hand an identity document to an "elec­
toral official" who pretends to examine 
and stamp it. They pretend to have their 
hands examined for ink visible only under 
ultra-violet light, indicating they have 
voted before. Their hands are then 
marked wiU1 a blackboard marker to pre­
vent them re-voting. 

For most of the people gathered in the 
hall this strange mime is the closes t they 
have ever come to participating in an 
election. It's a scene which is repeating it­
self with increasing regularity across the 
country as programmes to prepare and 
educate voters for South Africa's tirst all­
inclusive polls get underway. 

This is the tirst workshop for prospec­
tive voter-trainers in the area, and about 
25 people from civics, trade· unions and 
local student representative councils are 
attending. The workshop is run by the 
Centre for Development Studies (CDS), 
an organisation based at the University of 
the Western Capl~. The centre has been 
running the workshops since November . 
1991. Similar projects to provide non-par­
tisan voter education are al so being 
undertake.n by the South A frican Council 
of Churches and the Black Sash. Most 
political parties are also expected to make 
attempts to educate their voters. 
· The mock election with cardboard 
props is a vital part of an intensive two­
day workshQp, a_llowing pe?ple wh~1 have 
never been inside a polling station to 
practice voting before the day. Su~·h 
bands-on experience will be important lor 
large numbers of people in places like 
Grahamstown, where functional illiteracy 
is said to run as high as 80 percent. 

Kay a, one of the representa lives from a 
local SRC plans to carry out voter educa­
tion at his highschool in the coming 
months. He found his first taste of voting 
"a dignified process", he reports. He says 
he is looking forward to re-exercising his 
right on April 23. 

"a dignified process" 

The walls of the hall bear several pos­
ters showing mock-ups of the expected 
ballot paper, o.r colour illustrations of the 
voting process. Other posters simply exort 
people to vote; listing housing, education 
and health services among tlJe. benefits 
they stand to gain. 

The voter education campaign has two 
essential aspects~ education and motiva" 
tion, CDS's Robert Mopp, who has 
travelled up from Cape Town to run the 
workshop, explains. While education_ of _a 
population completely unused to votmg IS 
important to ensure el~ctions ar~ as ;e~­
resentative, free and fair as possible, It IS 
also necessary to motivate people left 
apathetic and cynical by decades of politi­
cal exclusion. 

"People don't make correllations be­
tween voting and improving their lives," 
Mopp says. "They say 'nothings going to . 
change, what's going to be different after 
these elections?"' 

H alf a million were spoilt in Angola's 
first democratic elections, in an elec­

torate of only about 4 million. This is why 

VOTER EDUCATION SPECIAL 
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l\. ~~~~llc.al 
CD! believes it is important to educate 
yeople about th e process, procedure and 
mechanics of voting , as well as about the 
meaning and pra ctice of democracy . 

"All voters , we fed, have a right to be 
educated , and we provide that ," Mopp 
savs. 

' Mopp emphasises the importance of 
setting up local voter education forums, as 
groups such as CDS will not be able to 
reach all the potential voters. Mopp 
hopes the local Black Sash and the South 
Africau Council of Churches , who are 
both plam1ing programs in the area, will 
en-operate. 

All three groups a I ready hold positious 
011 the steeriug commitee of the Iude­
peudent Forum for Electoral Educatiou 
(IFEE). The IFEE hopes U1eir non-parti­
sau voter educatiou programmes will be 
recognised and accredited by the Inde­
pendant Electoral Commission. 

The IFEE bas recieved funding of R20 
million from the European Community 
for voter education. 

CDS's programme, called Project 
Vote, is aimed primarily at reaching 
"community educators", who in tum will 
do actual voter education. The educators 
are supplied with a training kit, including 
a manual, posters, tlashcards for training 
illiterate voters, and their own cardboard 
ballot box and polling booth to set up 
their own mock voting statio11s. 

"We are trying In call them voting sta­
tions," Mopp tells his audience. "Polling 
Station sounds too much like police sta­
tion." 

It ' s a reminder that this is not an ordi­
nary election, but an exercise taking place 
amidst fear, suspicion, ignorance and il-
l iterac:y. ' 

Mopp admits aecess to voters in rural 

areas presents a serious obstacle. l'._fot 
only are workers often dispersed over a 
wide area, but' farmers are presently 
under no obligation to allow trainers onto 
their fanns. Mopp hopes the Independent 
Electoral Commission will step in to ob­
lige fanners to allow trainers to their land . . 

Access and illiteracy are expected to 
present serious problems in depressed 
rural areas such as the Eastern Cape. 

CDS has produced a leaflet in several 
local languages aimed at voters them-· 

selves, which can be slipped into com­
munity newspapers or other publications; 
as well as a tra ining video. The centre is 
a lso involved in Votel ine, a voter-educa­
tion programme on Radio Metro. 

In essence, Mopp's workshop provides 
a model by which the trainers will run 
their own voter education sessions. The 
emphasis in the workshop is on participa­
tiou. Mopp asks participants to list what 
they consider the prerequisites for free 
and fair elections. "Access to the media ," 
suggests oue participant. "No iiitimid­
ation," says another. Several other respon­
ses follow. 

Mopp wri~es the answers up on a large 
sheet ot paper stuck to the board. ln 

response to the first two suggestions, he 
explains about the problems of access to 
the media certain parties are said to ex­
perience. He also explains the expected 
electoral monitoring procedure and the 
regulations requiring all security force 
members to rem ,a in a certain dis ta nee 
from voting stations. 

CDI is aware that an educated elector­
ate will also act as a safeguard against 
election fraud. The tasks of the electoral 
officers and monitors are explained be­
fore the. mock election, and participants 
watch carefully as the ballot boxes are 
sealed before voting, and emptied after­
wards. 

Neverthe.less, many questions regard­
ing the elections remain unanswered. The 
mock ballot-sheets the project uses for 
training can only roughly approximate 
what the actual forms will look like - it is 
not even clear yet what parties will be par­
ticipating. The arrai\gements to be made 
for illiterate people are. not known, nor 

· whether votes will be counted in regional 
centres or at a central point. 

The workshops also include an import­
ant 'motiva tiona I' element. "Why vote?" 
Mopp aske his audience . The expected 
answers, according to the trainer's ma­
nual, fall into two categories. It is imp~rt­
ant to vote to ensure. democracy, which 
"mpresents everything apartheid is not". It 
is also important to vote to ensure a new 
govenune.nt which will provide peace, 

jobs and housing and education as ·good 
as that currently enjoyed by whites. 
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In each case, the precedent is tl!e. evils 
of apartheid. Progrannnes su ch as Project 
Vote walk a narrow path between non­
partisa nship and the condemnation of the 
past. But in order to gain popular support 
they must be seen to reject the existing 
political order. 

Mopp, explaining the programme's po­
sition, wraps it up in a neat slogan - "non­
partisan but non-neutral". That mt~ans 
Project Vote can carry out voter educa­
tion which supports no particular party, 
but which is firmly in support of an anti­
apartheid democratic tradition. 

'opportunity to misinform' 

"We are now moving from apartheid to 
democracy. We provide people with the. 
necessary tools and framework to make 
an informed choice," Mopp says. 

''That means we could be educating 
National Party voters," a distmbed par­
tieipant points out. Mopp agrees that this 
is part of the. cost of non-partisanship. 

The real effect this impartial voter edu­
cation has in South African communities 
lies in the bands of these trainee-educa­
tors. There is plenty of opportunity to 
misinform or mislead inexperienced or il­
literate voters. Trainers are expected to 
teach people how to vote and to motivate 
them to do so. They are expected to teach 
illiterate people bow to rei:·ognise the 
party of their choice on the ballot-sheet. 
They are also supposed to tell people 
something of the principles, policies and 
history of each of the parties. Whether 
next year's elections are to be democratic, 
free and fair depends very much on their 
trustworthiness. 

The queue at the mock voting station 
moves on and I hand over my invisible 
identity document. The 'official' pauses 
then shakes his head and hands my docti­
ment back. The 'electoral officer ' con­
firms my fears. I cannot vote, I am a 
victim of that peculiarly South African 
syndrome- my "papers are not in order" . 

I catch the glint in the ofticial's eye. 
The irony of the situation is suddenly 
dear - I am the only white in the room. 
So.on everyone is chuckling, hut for me 
the sting of not being able to vote is real. 
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WORKERS' STRIKE SPECIAL 

Last week's strike action provided some of the stron­
gest images since the 1980s, the era of burning tyres 
anq police intervention. Rycherde Walters, Taryn Cass, 
Adam Welz and Dror Eyal captured some of the most 
potent of these in black and white. 

• 
r1 

SRC President, Ibrahim Seedat, 
.cal.ls for a voluntary boycott of 
lectures, an end to scab labour 
and financial transparency in the 
administration's budget. The Kaif is littered, along with most parts of campus as rubbish bins 

are upended and a garbage truck .empties its contents onto the 
once clean campus. 

Striking wor~ers are confined to the area in front of the administra­
tion buildings during the latter part of the strike. 

Students disrupt 
lectures in an at­
tempt to pressure 
the administration 
to meet workers' 
demands. Identi­
fied students re­
ceive disciplinary . 
notes from the ad­
ministration and 
(at the time of 
going to press) 
faced further 
possible discipli­
nary action. 

The police raise their weapons and stu­
dent leaders are forced to negotiate for 
over 1 000 students to march to the ad­
ministration. 
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A local peace committee 
as the strike is suspended aJc 
turn to work. 



ember expresses his feelings 
and workers get ready to re-

WORKERS' STRIKE SPECIAL 

). 

·Students gather in the administration quad to hear there­
sults of discussions Cosag has had with the administration. 

Some students are restless to get back to 
work. This student studies in front of a 
mass of marching students. 

The Sunday Times alleged 40 tyres were 
burning 'outside the administration. Hard­
ly. But the odd one is wheeled onto cam­
pus. 

The local peace committee helps lessen ten­
sions arising from police presence on cam- · 
pus. Here, a concerned student finds out 
what the latest happenings are. 
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It takes all kinds of students to unite as a body in sup­
port of workers' demands. Here, Muslim women clap 
to the sounds of a freedom song. 
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EDITORIAL 

WE SAW the reawakening of a stu­
dent activism we thought had died 
with the 80s. 

Some might say students were 
forced into an awareness of issues 
and nobody on campus could have 
been unaware of the crisis, but RHO­
DEO congratulates those students 
who actually got off their butts and 
did something about their convic­
tions. 

Whether the politics practised by 
students during the worker strike 
was 11 right 11 or not, is not the issue. 
The issue is that there WAS politics 
practised. 

For too long now, Rhodes has been 
the site of a crippling student apathy 
in which everything is always some­
one else's business. One wonders 
what crisis it will take next to keep 
student activism alive, or will the dis­
satisfaction disappear as soon as . 
dining halls reopen? 

But the controversy is not over. 
Some of the students who did stick 
their necks out in support of the wor­
kers last week now face disciplinary 
action for their involvement in the 
disruption of lectures. One must 
question whether this will become 
admin's standard response to stu­
dents who cross the boundary of 
what is considered 11 acceptable pro­
testhehaviour11. 

It is vital that students fight for 
representation in the upcoming SRC 
elections and hold the newly elected 
body accountable. It is equally im­
portant that the new SRC takes a 
fimt stand on student issues. 

This month sees RHOD£0 's an­
nual changeover where a new collec­
tive will be elected. The importance of 
a student newspaper as a recording 
instrument of events for current 
examination and future reflection 
must never be taken for granted. 

But a student newspaper's role 
might have to go beyond this. RHO­
DEO members criticised the biased 

. reporting of the local press and the 
administration's press releases • hut 
did nothing about it. We know we 
should have brought out a special 
edition during the strike to allay stu­
dents' fears and quell the vicious ru­
mours that were spread though 
various channels. We hope RHO­
DEO will be more active in providing 
this type of response in the future. 

CREDITORIAL 

Ingrid (I dont want to be anything), 
Sanja (Oh no, I left out ten centime­
tres on this page!), Michelle (I'd 
prefer to stick pins in my eyes than go 
bromide now), Lukhanyo (I'm too 
tired to think now) , Caryl, Angiea, 
Wanda (you didn't take a picture of 
me), Rycherde (you hero), Adam. 
Peter (aunty), Thabang (Thank ~d 
it's my last paste up), Antony, Kammy 
(I hate that blue disk), Nerisha (don't 
I even get any sick leave?), Dani, Ka­
thrine, Jon, Gerhard, Dror, Simon, 
Ross, Daya, Karuna, Tess, Taryn, 
Robin, Sasnews, Madge, the strikers 
(for providing good copy), Durex, 
Rooibos, Paula's, the SEX WAIL and 
the Gender Forum's free wine. 

H> 

EDITORIAL 

DearRHODEO 

Kill the slogan 

AT A time when there is urgent need in 
this country for active work to start build­
ing a unity in this country that is vital for 
future justice and peace to prevail , I was 
disturbed the other night to hear intoxi­
cated students chanting the slogan "Kill 
the Boer, kill the fanner." Before we start 
chanting emotive slogans we should be 
cogi~sant o~ the underlying implications. 

. Firstly, smce the ANC leadership has 
disowned the slogan and advised against 
Its use, by chanting it we are express ing 
openly our di senchantment, even con­
tempt, ~or our leadership. In doing so we 
undermme the ANC and its attempts to 
win hearts and minds in the lead up 
(hopefully) to the elections. It is vital at 
this stage to participate activelY in the 
pro~ess ~f winning further supi)ort and 
avOid actiOns which will alienate people 
who ma y otherwise be won over. 

A second important considerati on is 
the actual message underlying the slogan. 
By chanting "kill the boer" \Ve are tacitly 
endorsing ethnicity. It is on the basis of 
ethnicity that the right wing groups and 
the Inkatha Freedom Party demand the 
right to self detennination. In other words 
by chanting "~ill the boer" we are legitimi­
smg ButheleZI and the right wing's pullout 
of the negotiations and their demands for 
s~lf-w:>Ve~ning st~tes. As evidenced by the 
Situation In Bosma following the adoption 
?f. the Va~~e-Owen plan which legit­
mu_sed ethmCity in that country, any steps 
whiCh do so are extremely dangerous and 
should be avoided at all costs. We are all 
South Africans first and foremost and 
ne~d to work together to unify and re­
build our fragmented nation. 

Forward to a just and peaceful South 
Africa! Long live the ANC! 

Yours in the struggle 
Nick Lydall 

Streets behind 

FOLLOWING an art.icle entitled "Home­
less Again" published in your April issue 
which contained unhelpful and incorrect 
infonnation. On behalf of Masincedane 
Children's Project - an organisation which 
has, as its aims and objectives, the welfare 
of the children in the streets of Graham­
stown, I now put the story in its true per­
spective. 

The problem of the "Street Children" in 
Grahamstown was taken up by the then 
Grahamstown Action Committee, and 
now Masincedane Children's Project, 
three years ago. While recognising that 
there have been inevitable problems in es­
tablishing this project - particularly since 
the organisation largely comprises of un­
paid volunteer members - we now have a 
srong Committee which is dedicated to 
solving the problems of the children men­
tioned above. And a constitution for the 
organisation is about to be finished. 

Informed education is being conducted 
at Sacched dailv where the children are 
also fed and taken care of. Over the wee­
kend lunch and supper is arra nged 

through the kind offices of volunteers 
from the TrinitY Presbyterian Church of 
SA, the Assembly of God and the Cathe­
dral. 

However, a night shelter is urgently 
needed and is in the process of being es­
tablished . We realise and acknowledge 
that the problem is a · complex one and 
that it won't be solved overnight. And in 
this regard we welcome help from any 
source. Anybody wishing to assist should 
get in touch with me or follow the direc­
tion given in our posters on campus. Per­
haps your journalists i.e. Eugene de Klerk 
and Linda Camara may be among the first 
to volunteer. 

Chris Ndzengu 
Acting Chairperson 

Homeless again 

I REFER to a recent article in your publi­
cation entitled "Homeless Again" written 
by Eugene de Klerk and Linda Camara. 

This article has caused me grave con­
cern, and I would like to comment on a 
few· aspects of it. My overall impression 
was that this article \Vas an attempt at in­
vestigative reporting, ''ihich has certainly 
not result ed in any positive benefit to the 
community, but has rather caused much 
resentment and bit1erness. 

The Street 'Children's Project was in­
itiated as an attempt to assist these child­
ren to improve their quality of life. Two 
Social Workers from Grahamstown Child 
and Family Welfare Society are members 
of this committee and assist with profes­
sional services. There is a move afoot at 
present to have this committee cp-opted 
to become a sub-committee of the Child 
and Family Welfare Society, as is the 
practice in other centres. There is most 
certainly no "conspiracy" to have the shel­
ter under our control. Our only interest is 
that the project should be viable and 
operate in the best interests of the child­
ren. I resent the use of the word "conspir­
acy" as it is incitive and assumes 
underhand manoeuvres, which is certainly 
not the case. The Child Welfare Move­
ment is one which is regarded with the 
greatest respect in this country. I would 
like your reporters to do some research in 
this respect and also advise them that re­
search is necessary before such an article 
is written. 

The statement that there are no true 
street children in Grahamstown, is abso­
lutely untrue . If a child is living by his wits 
on the streets he is a street child. Whether 
or not he has a home in the township is 
not relevant. 

There is no intention at all to hand 
over the shelter to Child Welfare. Our 
role here is that of facilitatior. We cannot 
overemphasise the vital and important 
role of the volunteer in this project. The 
prime aim of the organisation is to see 
that !he street children get shelter; food, 
clothmg and education and ultimatelv 
after intensive case work by a Soci;l 
Worker, are returned to their families. All 
the efforts made by this organisation and 
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Child Welfare are in the best interests of 
these children, in order to secure a better 
future for them. 

If your reporters would like to discuss 
any of the above with me, I would be de­
lighted to provide them with some re­
search material, which should have been 
obtained prior to their investigation. It 
would then have become apparant to 
them that the in-fighting within the or­
ganisation is something which should have 
been dealt with internally by the commit­
tee without airing it publicly , and that the 
best interests of the children could have 
been serve9 by an article informing your 
reader of the excellent service offered by 
the members of the Street Children 's Pro­
ject. What a wonderful thing it would be if 
your reporters and other Rhodes students 
would get involved and participate in im­
proving the lot of those less fortunate than 
themselves. 

Mrs P. Blecher 
Professional Consultant 

Paid anger 

IWANT to express my anger at the beha­
viour of students who disrupted lectures 
during the strike action. The students who 
attended lectures chose to be there. We 
came to university for an education and 
our parents have sacrificed for us to be 
here. We pay to attend lectures and the 
lecturers are paid to teach us. Those who 
choose to demonstrate have a right to do 
that if they wish. But no student has a 
right to feHce us out of our lectures, inti­
midate us or dismpt our education in any 
way. If they don't want an education, that 
is their problem. But they must not force 
their opinions on the rest of us. 

Carol Hobson 

Sasco who? 

I, AS an ordinary Rhodes, student am fed 
to the back teeth with the "demands" of 
some presumptious student organisation 
called SASCO. Who are they? What do 
they represent and perhaps more import­
antly who do they represent? I do not re­
member (and strangely enough neither do 

my friends) being asked to vote for them 
or to give them a mandate. So on what 
basis do they rest their "demands" for the 
democratisation of Rhodes? Who are 
they to demand the closure of the Univer­
s ity ? Who are they to demand the chang­
ing of certain res names? Who are they to 
demand the removal of some university 
s Ia ff members from office? 

Every group is dissatisfied a bout some­
thing but this does not give us the right to 
march around demanding that the · situ­
ation be instantly rectified to our satisfac­
tion with threats to back up our demands. 
If this is someone's warped concept of 
democracy I'd rather live in a dictator­
ship. Surely the key to democracy is toler­
ance. Yes you can feel aggriev.ed at the 
names of certain of the reses and that 
Rhodes does not ·close down on certain 
days but it does not give you the right to 
interfere with the majority of students' 
view that things are fine as theY are and 
that any change if it is to be lasting and 
beneficial must come about reasonably 
and rationally and in accordance with the 
wishes of the majority . 

I would remind these students who are 
unhappy with what they perceive to be 
Rhodes's colonial attitudes that there are 
other universities in this country who will 
willingly accommodate their viewpoints 
and perhaps thev should rather studv 
there. They certaiitly will not be missed by 
the silent majority of Rhodes students 
who are justifiably proud of our univer­
sity. 

B.M. Bead 



Oh Sasco! 

TO THE toyi-toying SASCO: 
You are on the right side; you are trying 
to solve the problems of the country(and 
I'm not trying to be ironic). However I 
could actually imagine you being happy 
for eventually finding a justifi(lble reason 
for protesting. As amatter of fact I would 
like this letter to express my deepest grati­
tude for showing all students and the rest 
of the world a way in which ALL prob­
lems can be solved: underpaid workers­
toyi-toying 
• unemployment-toyi-toying 

too small economic growth-toyi­
toying 
low bussiness confidence resulting in 
low foreign investment-toyi-toying 
lack of education-toyi-toying 

I suppose toyi-toying could also help 
with pollution and such unimportant 
things like personal crisis. 

Today, after being assured at a house 
meeting that there would be no intimid­
ation, I decided to go to my Ecos tut - a 
mistake. It was interrupted and I can't in 
fact remember when I was so scared be­
fore (I don't think it ever happened but in 
case you are wondering I did not grow up 
in a nice,white,little suburb but in Eastern 
Europe and "things" there also happening 
there). Why was it interrupted? We don't 
know somehow the wage dispute does not 
seem to be. the main cause, but rather the 
lov<;: of toy1-~oyin~ a~1d singing/protesting. 

Dem?cr~t1c pnnc1pl.e about giving US 
the cho1ce 1f after 5 mmutes of toyi-toying 
pcrfomance we would like to continue our 
tut was not given to us. So ... was it then 
the. c?oiC;e of the majority? Hardly; the 
n~aJon_ty IS too scared to express any opi­
nwns m case somebody could see them as 
not being Liberal enough. It rather seems 
to ~ne t?at a 50-60 people(more were not 
toyHoymg) are terrorising (sorry but I 
think only this word expressed that what I 
meant)the rest of campus. How about vot­
ing if we want lectures? 

So what can we do now? Not much ... be 
scared, hungry,feel threathened,or write a 
letter to RHODEO . And when it's really 

,..- gets bad ... toyi-toyi 

Anna Kwaitkowska 
(not toyi-toying yet) 

And we 
marched forth 

lndressa Naidoo 

I HEARD protestors clambered through 
airducts to get into lecture ha lis; that one 
student's ann was severed by a spear. 
Radio South Africa said students had to 
tlee during a lecture because of a bomb . 
scare. Sheesh! What reporting and what 
fun! 

And did we have fun, trying to toyi-toyi 
but not being able to master the intrica te 
footwork of the marchers in front and 
clap our hands at the same time , while 
trying to hum along to the songs because 
we didn ' t know the words. 

Well, w ith the student protest and new 
methods of garbage disposal, admin was 
in a tizzy behind sombre curtains and the 
hasty decision that windows actuallv 
worked better than doors . I guess they de'­
cided that students were the most terri­
fying beasts when on stampede together 
or perhaps they were subtly perturbed by 
our raised fists and cries of "AMAND­
LA!". Sigh. At least we have pictures to 
prove 'it. Everyone had a field day taking 
photographs of the live action, Rhodes­
style, to send home to gran and gramps. I 
do too! After all, we're all budding jour­
nalists, aren't we? 

And that's about it. We'll all have ... er 
... rea I food again, clean laundry , crumb­
free carpets and empty ashtrays soon and 
Grahamstown shall be back to normal. 
The caspirs and SAP can go back to 
snoozing at the station instead. I suppose 
it was more excitement than they had in a 
while. 

Ciao, then, we will reconvene at Kaif 
Lawns for briefing during the neJil_s_trike 
and there is no need to carry your lunch 
and other instruments! 

EDITORIAL 
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venus Flvtrapeze 
"Why do people most hate those artists or image-makers who mir­
ror, or present, their actions and most love those image-makers 

who lie, lull and soothe? Perhaps people prefer to be ignorant, but 
don't want to admit this."- Kathy Acker. In Memoriam to Identity 

Michelle Willmers 

FROM Cold Storage to Cathy Acker. The 
Venus Flytrapeze Theatre Company is set 
to break new ground in experimental 
theatre this month with a stage produc­
tion of Kathy Acker's Blood and Gilts in 
High School. 

The Drama Department' s annual Minic 
Fest on August 28-29 is the annual oppor­
tunity for drama students wishing to stage 
anything they wish to write, direct or act 
in themselves . 

Founders of the Company, Stacy 
Hardy and Tamara Guhrs, have decided 
to use this opportunity to stage the Acker 
product io n adapted from the novel by the 
same name. 

The Venus Flytrapeze Theatre Com­
pany is headed by Hardy and Guhrs and 
consists of a group of drama students. 
Their first productio n, Cold Storage, was 
staged at the festival this year and had an 
exce llent publi c response. Blood and Guts 
is the next brave step. 

Acker is a controversial writer, but 

Stacy feels people tend to think the work 
tackled by tile company is more con­
troversial than it actually is . "The language 
in Blood and Guts is crude and hard-hit­
ting, but it's also beautiful at the sa me 
time." 

Tamara savs she's never heard of the 
work being done in play form, but she's 
tired 'of everyone doing the sa me old 
"safe" stuff and not plugging into the t ech~ 
nology and resources surrounding the m. 
"Blood and Guts is different, it 's an ex­
periment in mixed media and it 's fast.," she 
says. 

Venus Flytrapeze is out to break the 
grounds of conventional theatre. If Cold 
Storage is anything to go by , Blood and 
Gws will definitely hold one or two su r­
prises. 

Tamara and Stacy agree that Blood 
and Guts is a love story. Girl is me1i1ber of 
a gang, sold into white slavery, becomes 
someone's personal prostitute and finds 
her true self in the land of the monster. 

For more details, see Blood and Guts, 
Rhodes Theatre, August 28. 

utwarct 
THE mor~ astute amongst you wili notice 
that there IS now a name at the bottom of 
this column. We wanted the column to be 
a voice for the gay community as <t whole. 
With the benefit of hindsight we've re­
alised that that's something of a tall order. 
Writing is never objective - when you're 
dealing with a contentious issue, even less 
so. And, after all, I do write it and it may 
prove beneficial knowing who is behind 
the pen. Now if there is something you 
don't agree with, rather than a mythical 
mass, there is a single pe rson to berate 
and I encourage you all to debate what ,is 
said here. 

Moving on. Drugged (with fatigue of 
course) RHODEO editors and staff forgot 
to ask for Outward Bound last issue , so 
the t,ONG awaited article from ye olde 
correspondent in Boston had to \Va it even 

longer. Turns out it was just as well, be­
cause since then he has sent a mass of 

Vera looked around the room. Not another 
chicken anywhere. And then it struck her -

this was a hay bar.. - -· 

bumph <tbout various overseas Pride Mar­
ches, and Clinton's decision about pixies 
in the military. These <til tie it up rather 
nicelv . Since 1969 and the Stonewali riots 
in N~w York, it's been traditi on for Gay 
Pride Marches to take place in the ea rly 
(northern) summer months of June and 
July. The result is a seething mass of pix­
iedom on the trot at much the same time 
across the whole northern hemisphere. 
Boston saw 200,000 march on June 26 and 
27, New York 5,000,000 the weekend be­
fore, Moscow, believe it or not, 9,000, 
Paris 48,000, London 55,000, and of 
course San Francisco a staggering half a 
million. And that's just the big ones. All 
over Europe and the States, in most cities, 
there was a presence. 

In the USA, following on Clinton's 
cowardly reversal on the issue of allowing 
gays to come out in the military, most 
marchers were asked to carry signs indi­
cating what their job was, to show the 
diversity of the community. No prizes for 
quessing who got the most attention. Yup, 

the soldiers. Although the matte r is still 
not final, it looks as if Clinton will give in 
to the fascists in the military. Word from 
Washington is that the powerful gay lobby 
that was instrumental in his election are 
fighting mad, as too is Hil a ry . Way to go. 
Let her run the place . That 'd wipe the 
silly grin off his face. 

Ove r the pond , on the pimple in the 
North Sea, there is a seri al kille r stalking 
the streets of London. He has pro mised 
to kill a gay man every week, and police 

, are no closer to catching him than they 
were 2 months ago. He has struck three 
times to date, probably more. Forensic 
examiners are now dragging up other 
bodies they think may have been the kil­
ler 's work. The London Pride march was 
badly attended partly as a result of the 
killing, they think, although tha t sounds 
dodgy to me. It 's great tabloid fodder and 
the papers h<tve been chock-a-block with 
horror stories of the apparent S & M psy­
cho. But every cloud hils a silver lining, 
they say , and this one's is the closer links 

The best of luck to all Rhodes sports teams for t~e upcoming lntervarsity matches. 
We hope the weekend will be enjoyable and appeal to students who consume 
alcQhol to do so in a responsible manner. and be considerate to others. 

being forged between the police and the 
community to catch the man (or) woman. 
Although after the debacle with the Span­
ner Trial, it is going to take a great deal to 
get many gay people to trust a copper 
again. 

Last item from the smoggy isle is the 
delightful news that an ex-rabbi has de­
clared genetic engineering a splendid way 
of limiting the birth of homosexuals, and 
should be taken up just as soon as poss. 
Fabulous. The mind boggles. Who was it 
that less than 50 years ago was nearly ex­
tennina ted as a result of just such a pol­
icy. Jewish leaders were quick to dismiss 
the man as a few wagons short of a lager , 

·but not before a number of groups bad 
agreed with his basic premise - that given 
a choice, society should do away with its 
gay element. That such thinking can exist 
today is beyond belief, and highlights just 
why Pride marches exist. We are here and 

more than worthwhile. We have con­
tributed proportionally more than any 
other group in history. As the direct ac­
tion group ACT-UP says, silence equals 
death. 

Yes, yes, but what does a II this have to 
do with our unwashed dishes? Too much. 
But · let's stay positive. Closer to home, 

and something that may be useful to you, 
is a squizz through the latest books to hit 
both the public and varsit y library. Kate 
Skinner in the campus library is a mine of 
info should you want to go further and is 
more than eager to help. Warning though, 
don't be seen in her presence sans red 
ribbon. 

In no particular order, and titles only 
due to space, here are the top five: 

Tales of the City. GHT Library. The 
greatest set of 6 books around. Don ' t start 
during exams. Please - indulge yourselves. 

Coming Out - an act of love. GHT Li­
brary. New (1992) book. Large section on 
letters of coming out to parents, brothers, 
etc. Some very funny. 

Not in front of the Audience. RU Li­
brary. 1992. Great look at gay stage his­
torv . 

Violent Betrayal. RU Library. 1992. 
Abuse in lesbian relationships. Worth­
while. 

The Life to Come. GHT & RU Li­
braries. Anyone wanting their ideas on 
E.M . Forster blown to bits read this. Basi­
c<~lly, it's classy Edwardian porn, shedding 
a revealing light on the famo us author. 

Peter Frost 
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Just not cricket Cut the 

Dror Eyal 

SOUNDTRACK: Beers, Steers and queers 
Dead-pool: The people singing outside 

my window at 3 in t~e n~orning. 
Snacks: Take-away p1zza 
"Well, you join us here on Rhode~ ca m-. 

pus for what · promises to be a rcv1ew of 
the latest happenings on the cultural 
scene. As if Iqbal is here in t.he conun_en­
tary box with me ... As if, th1s 1s the bflh 
day of "industrial action" by the Rhodes 
workers, is it not?" 

'That's correct, Jack. Misleading, how­
ever as there are two industrial events 
happening on campus today - the art crit 
which delivered all it had pronused and 
proved to be one of the most interesting 
crits I have seen on campus. The other, of 
course, is the military hardware displ~y 
which can be seen just outside of the malll 
art school. 

"Also on Rhodes campus?" 
"Indeed. It seems that a group of ar­

tists wanted to start afresh with a different 
style of music." 

"Many would claim that they suc­
ceeded. The crit was an impressive break 
with the past, a curious mix of abstract . 

instrumenta l textures and aggress1ve 
dances." 

"But today's perfonnance from Fi?n,? 
and Julia Pole has been no less ecce ntnc. 

"Indeed. I was impressed by their as­
sured opening; slyly self-referential, but 
disa nningly humorous." 

"Indeed, and it's humour we 've come to 
expect from the team. Yet I detect a 
trace of bitterness in the encasing of a fe­
male, clad only in body paint, in a gla~s 
case; a trace of satirical comment, even, m 

IT'S that time of the vear again, with 
SRC elections looming. Successful candi­
dates not only get a guaranteed 12 months 
agony and ecstasy, t~ey win valuable 
Brownie points for theJT CV. The _grand 
prize of SRC presidency comes w1th an 
office (with a good view of the pool), ~ 
telephone (to use and abuse), a Ko1~1b1 
(12 months unlimited mileCige o.r your fJTst 
accident - whichever comes fJTst) and a 
laser printer (to take home during the 
holidays). 

I t is with much sadness that the 
Grapevine bas come to hear ' have 

the track 'Caspers'. Let's have another 
look at that ... " 

"Yes notice the clever use of a news 
report from the Gulf Wilr, continuing the 

t.ogical link to the bl~ck s.moke issuing 
from the fire in front of adnun. 

"Oh IIut we've had a surprise now ... It 
appear~ that we a~e ourselves .. featured, 
commenting on a cncket mat.ch. . 

"Yes an intense, and, I nught say, typi­
cally E;1glish piece of ambient. cardiovas­
cu lar conditioning from G1selle and 
crew." 

"I gather we ' ve got a couple of tear gas 
grenades coming up in a [e\; ll11~llll~s . A 
court order has been 1ssucd, there wJ!l .be 
no more violence' . There will be a full 
autopsy on the hitman." . . , . 

"Astonishing, yet at the same tune 1t s a 
logical one-up on thei r . C:RA~H, made 
[rom reassembled crash v1ctuns. _ 

"Indeed . I wonder how Eric Clapton 
will take it. " 

"I find mvself thinking of George." 
"Really?'; . 
"Yes. Specifically, h1s theory on the 

evolution of man. It's not the same style as 
Desmond Morris, but I'm sure you can 
see the resemblance." . 

"Yes, a more dancey , up-tempo Daf\vm 
perhaps. A little more laid-back and. am­
bient in other places. The same rehance 
on found sound and wry humour, though." 

"Yes. I particularly liked 'Demo.kles ', 
with its rhythmic samples of chJ!dren 
coughing, built into the wire frame." . 

"Apparently built by a psychopath w1th 
a penchant for wire." 

"So anoiher splendid performance on 
Rhode~ campus, consolidating their ear­
lier success." 

lost one of Grahamstown's most colourful 
characters. It appears that the perennially 
weird, post-structuralist . anti-estab­
lishmentarian Anthony Collms frustrated 
by his inability to win t~e Vice-Cha_ncel­
lor's Distinguished Teachmg Award, 1s off 
to the States. We will certainly miss An­
thony · who proved that pretentiousness 
can be eleva ted to an art , well - fuck-you 
nihilism to a science and aptly demon­
strated that the ability to play a musical 
instrument is not necessarily a prereq­
uisite fo r playing at the Vic. 

~e third term is traditionally a 
.I_ frenzy of a<;tivity but last \veek was 

crap 
WHILE the workers stay away, students 
still drink, smoke and play. 

So \vhat do you do , with your 20 bucks 
a day? · 

In a bid to gain quicker access to the 
great fi eld , one dark, disorderly and 
drunk evening, a friend of mine came face 
to fi1cc with the realisation that walls are 
vcrv solid things . 

After the bottle of Sambuca , and a 
joint or two - although I do believe it 
could have been more - he ran headlong, 
full speed into the solid brick wa ll that is 
ge nerall y known as. the Great Hall., . 

Lying s plattered, bruised and bashed 1n 
the gutter, he was completely shocked to 
[ind that he had not actually gone through 
the wall. U1\lil the moment after he had 
crunched evcrv bone in his body, he had 
honestly believed he would make it 
through. 

Besides shedding doubt o n the concept 
of mind over matter, I found it curious 
that drugs cou lcl have such a smashing ef­
fect. After telling the sto ry at a pub, roars 
of fermenting breath laughed and re­
canted a ll the silly things that had hap­
pened to them - ranging from excreting in 
public pla ces to ... well, I'm sure you all 
have your own little stories. But, w:h~n I 
told the story to some smokers of .JOmts, 
they agreed what actually h.appened . was 
that the wall-banger had not m fact h1t the 
wall but rather that he had hit anotqer 
ston~d person who had been attempftiig 
' he same feat from the other side, · thus 
·: ausing them to collide in the center of 
cement and stone. 

Noticeable difference between heads 
and ruggers, isn't there? -

Some students weren't so sure though: 
"Both stimulate the mind , and yo u 

don 't become vourself, so they're the 
same thing. Alc~hol as well as dagga is a 
form of coward ly escapism," -says a very 
clean BPhann II student. 

'The main problem is a sociologic~ I 
one, alcohol drinkers dominate, and man­
juana smokers have not asserted them­
selves both are bad and are actually the 
same thing,." - says a very clean BJourn II 
student. 

Thus spake the students who had n~ver 
used or abused either. They sec my fnend 
- the wall crasher - as a wall crasher, 
whether he was flying in heaven or shout­
ing and slurring down hell. 

But alack, as with all pleasurable 
things, the law comes into effect. ~.nd 
driving. And aggression. And econom1cs. 
And science. 

Marijuana is illegal , alcohol is not. 
Scientifically , there is a lack of any con­
clusive evidence that dope has any haz­
ardous, deteriorating effects on physical 
well-being (besides suspected chromo­
some breakdown which colour TV and 
aspirin do to yo'u, anyway). Psychologi­
cally, however, it seems to become central 

s1mply too much. Ai.e~e~ Commerce 
Week, Islamic Week, DIVllllty Week and 
Industrial Relations Dispute Week - all in 
a mere five days. 

I t appears that the workers' strike was 
all an elaborate hoax. It was a com­

plex ploy, staged by the outgoing SRC t_o 
give students a true -sense of the tradi ­
tional Rhodes Experience (re: mid-
1980s ). It was staged to show a II those 
native Sandtonians, Capetonians and 
Zimbabweans how to make pla ca rds, how 
to toyi-toyi and that Caspirs are not just 
friendly ghosts. For those of you who want 
your laundry, your mea ls and your lec­
tures back and are tired of standing 
ankle-deep in rubbish - sit back, relax and 
enjoy the typical English-Speaking-Libe­
ra 1-Sout h-Africa n- University experience. 
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to thoughts and emotions of heavy users 
and furthennore results in what has been 
tenned "amotivational syndrome" - loss of 
energy and lack of interest in ~lanned ~c­
tivity. Tests were conducted m .. Jama1~a 
(of all places) where the manJu.an~ IS 
strong and frequently used. Fmdmgs 
found and results resulted in no substan, 
tial evidence that health risks were i'n­
volved. 

So again, and back to the vox, why are 
there no pot-pubs? 

"Because the government makes more 
bucks out of booze," wheezed a red-eyed 
brain pan-fried BA I student. . 

"If I went to a bar and saw somebody 
sccchmoking, I'd think 'Jesus th_at's scaly', 
but it's just because of conventton. Smok­
ing is seen as dirty, and therefore has 
more of a sccchtigma," asserted a non-

smoking BCom ITT student. 
But social conventions aside, many stu­

dents were concerned about the perfor­
mance of both - like what happens to Car 
A running on alcohol fumes , and Car B 
with the smokv exhaust: if you were hitch­
ing to PE ai1d two cars stopped,_ m~e 
driver with a beer in hand and two Ill h1s 
brain, and another with a cloud of dube 
smogging in hi s car, which would you feel 
safe to climb into'? 

"Alcohol is not such an altered state 
of consciousness, but people on dope are 
more scary, because they generally t~nd 
to freak out," said a drinking and smokmg 
BCom I student. 

"Dope is an induced plea.surable state, 
but alcohol makes you aggressive. It's a 
betler buzz, and I would trust that person 
more," said a drinking and smoking 
BJourn II student. · _ 

I wondered who , if they were presi­
dent, would lega lise - the cha~t that has 
echoed down many Rastafamm croon­
ings? 

Unanimously everyone answered yes. 
But I'm sure my objectivity is question­

able (nudge · nudge wink wink). as ~s 
evervone's. If science has inconclus1ve evi­
dence and the authorities just don't like 
it's s~lell, can we not afford to be subjec­
tive and smoke what we believe to be the 
greener grass? 

But back to my friend, on one equally 
dark and disorder.ly night. He entered the 
Garden of Eden, commonly known as 
Bots, and became Adam, commonly char­
acterised by being naked. He awoke the 
next morning, nude and cold, cuddled 
under a bridge. 

No dope, no alcohol had induced this 
oneness with nature and removal from 
nurture ... 

A chemically-designed and comically 
coloured piece of paper had. 

Do we banish and condemn the snake 
to its belly, and label it scaly, or do we just 

slide with our own "drugs" whatever they 
may be, and stop invading other people's . 
missions? 

I n an interes ting spin-off of the strike, 
several members of that bourgeois, 

exploitive, capitalist-Jacky oppressive 
class - university lecturers have been 
heard wimpering " .. . but we only got a 5 
percent pay increase this year" - can ,we ?e 
far from images of the Eastem Cape s dis­
gruntled Intelligentsia throwing rubbish 
into the fountain and toyi-toying on the 
lawns outside Admin. 

Not all students who didn't partici­
pate in the strike are apathetic. It 

seems that some rather irate students are 
more concerned with saving the whale 
than saving the people. After admin's ela­
borate fountain was trashed , ten or so 
very emotional students quickly cleared 
the mbbish out the fish's (rather obli­
vious) \vay. "Give the fish a swimming 
\vagc"? 
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CULTURE 

My traitorous heart 
Peter Frost 

IT WILL be ca ll ed "The Dark 
Age" by some, the Rhodes 
Weigh-Less Plan by others, and 
the best entertainment Graham­
stown bas seen s ince Smout lost 
the elastic in his Y-fronts by still 
others. Admin resembled the Les 
Miserables set, barricaded against 
the revolting povo, its ex-Rhode-

sian inmates warbling: "We shall 
overcome". 

But THAT STRIKE was 1i10re 
than a lesson the in no-nos of 
siege-diplomacy. It proved once 
and for all that South African 
Man is not New, or even second­
haild, but terminally-chalknged 
and forgotten by God because 
even she doesn 't give a toss. I'm 
talking of course about the Great 
Famine. 

It started out, as all res stories 
do, with a neanderthal testos­
terone cry: "W AAAAAA! Eighty 
bucks. Let's get pissed ma man!" 
Friday night and the world was a 
splendid place. Bucks in the 
pocket, meat-market at the Vic , 
jorl at the Union. The essential s 
of life. "Let's party!" 

Next morning, heavy beneath a 
dog-breath cloud of Tequila 
Slammer and Toxic-Sludge, tla~ 

light dawns . Empty pockets and 
even emptier bellies. And now? 
Let the fun begin. 

If you made your way through 
the rows of paralytic Oppies 
watching, you wo uld have seen 
the "OK Route" . Clueless but 
starving, they cruised the dysfunc­
tiomll aisles in sea rch of kwik-' n­
easv . Poor lambs. How were thev 
to 'know that The Bazaar sepa(-

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT 
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The current shortage of experienced and well trained managers in South Africa is well known. Today, the rapid 
promotion and head hunting of indiv~f},~als w~th good track records. and manage ria! P_~tential is a fact of life. !Vow 

more than ever, a WBS Postgraduate Dzploma zn Management can gzve you the credzbzlzty and the power to strzde out 
in the field of management. 

Wits Business School now offers three Postgraduate 
Diploma in Management programmes: 
1. A one-year full-time programme in the field of 

business administration. The PDM in Business Ad­
ministration takes a holistic approach rather than 
specialising in specific areas of management. It equips 
candidates in a practical way for 
general business. 

2. A one-year full-time, or two-year 
part-time programme in the field of 
human resourc~ management. The 
PDM in Human Resource 
Management aims at equipping 
those who wish to follow a career in 
personnel management, in-dustrial 
relations, training and development 
and ot~er people managem ent 
areas. 
The first two programmes are 

introduced by means of a general 
coverage of all the functional areas of 
business including market finance, 
production and operations. 

Both options then progress to in­
depth study of their particular 
functional areas of business . The 
economic and socio-political envi­
ronment within which organisations 
in South Africa operate are also 
thoroughly explored. 
3. A one-year full-time programme in 

the field of Public Policy and 
Development Administration. A 
new course that has particular 
relevance for individual ~ who seek 

to play a role in the public and development sectors . 
The PDM in Public Policy & Development 

Administration stresses the efficient management of 
public sector organisations. Subjects covered include; 
Comparative Public Administration. Iss ues in 
Development; Economics and Public Finance; Public 

Policy Formulation; The Management 
of Development Projects; Admin­
istrative Skills and The Ethol5 of Public 
Management. The emphasis is an 
applied one based on sound conceptual 
foundations. 

Participants completing .their chosen 
programme will find themselves 
empowered with the analytical and 
diagnostic skills, prescriptive abil.ities 
and inplemen-tation knowledge 
essential to truly effective management. 

Applicants should have a recognised 
university degree and, while not 
essential, work experience and/or . a 
proven leadership quali-fication will be 
an advantage. 

Applications for 1993 will be 
available from the beginning of August 
1992. For more information phone or 
write to The Faculty Office , PO Box 
98, WITS 2050. Tel: (011) 643-6641. 
Fax: 643-2336. 

The Graduate School of Business 
Administration. 

UNIVERSITY OF THE 
WITWATERSRAND 
·JOHANNESBURG. 
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ates its cheese from the rest of the 
dairy products - across the entire 
length of the shop? Or that Baked 
Beans need to be opened with a 
tin-opener? And just what the 
fuck IS Tofu? For many , it is the. 
first (and last} foray into the 
world of Betty Crocker. Mother, 
res, girlfriend, wife. Who needs 
'home econtm1ics? 

By midda y Sah1rday the shop 's 
been em ptied of Ryvita, Cup-a­
Soup, coke and Mevrou Ball's se 
Tuisgemakte Blatjang. (Chutney 
sarms). Jempers tlare. Livid faces 
betray well-hidden ra cist exple­
tives as the last of the pig-balls 
Vienna Sausages go. Funny how 
the stomach throws up long-s il ent 
prejudice. "Ja, but this is serious 
man. How can I work on an 
empty stomach?" How indeed. 

Take away the 
cooks and 

industry could crumble 

But we stray. Back to the 
mirth . OK, so no more Ryvita or 
yoghurt, and fuck me if I'm walk­
ing to Checkers, so what's left? 
"Hey, don't you know anyone in 
digs? What about that strange 
oke, the fri end of your sister's? 
Dodgy, but hey, desperate times 
... and be's got a kitchen . Off." 

Strange Oke is getting ready to 
get up, it being only 1 o'clock. ls 
run over in the kitchen getting his 
caffeine fix by the invasion of the 
butter-snatchers. "Howz it goin'? 
Grand . Thanks bey. Check you 
later. " 

It only works once, so, like the 
·proverbial post-nuclear hounds, 
they take it to the streets. Pale , 
ga unt sa livators, future lea ders 
and husbands all , bug-eye Dulce's 
and fantasise outside the Spur. 
The Spur? Oh God, no. Not that 
desperate, su rel y. It is a sad spec­
tacle. If an army marches on its 
stoma ch, the . boardroom is no dif­
ferent. Take away the cooks, and 
industry could crumble. There's 
an idea . 

postnudearhounds 

That night at the Vic, the talk 
is not of who kicks ass in the sack, 
but who gives good dinner. The 
homely shine. Their time has 
come. Except, as Stallone's ex 
sa id , "If this is the future , well, 
MOTHERFUCKA, leave me 
o ut. " It ain ' t over 'til the fat lady 
s ings, and she 's on top form. And 
she's got your laundry. Viva, on 
with the s truggle. 

WITH OUR LARGE STOCKS 
OF PAJENT MEDICINES AND 
TRADITIONAL XHOSA HERBS 

s~ 
~ 

Herbalist 
Tel. 22512 

Crai!PJS' {ourt · 8atl111st St. · &aiDmstoum 

WE ARE WELL EQUIPPED TO 
MEET EVERY HEALTH NEED 
OF THE LOCAL COMMUNRY 
AT LOW Pf?ICES. 



SPORT 

SPORTING RHODEO is the Rhodes student's 
guide tp campt.Js, local, national and interna­
tional sporting events. It includes any issues 

which you may find interesting. Contributions, 
suggestions or results can be put in the 

RHODEO post box, or sent to the SRC offices 
through internal mail. 

Making waves at the Gunston soo Doolan for 

Karuna Go pal 

rr WAS sun, fun, action, and 
that's what you got from just sit­
ting on the beach. 

I'm talking about the 1993 
Beach Festival and its main at­
traction, the Gunston 500, South 
Africa's premier surfing event. It 
all happened at Durban's North 
Beach in July and attracted sur­
fing greats from around the 
world, including defending cham­
pion, Hawaiian, Sunny Garcia . 

The beachfront rocked to the 
powerful rhythms of Radio 5 and 
Capital 604 everyday for the dura­
tion of the competition. This min­
gkd with awed gasps as 
spectators watched the pros rid­
ing the waves and excited giggles 
as female fans crowded for auto­
graphs from Baywatch star Kelly 
Slater, who actually surfs! 

The Gunston 500, itself, began 
with preliminary rounds and then 
person-on-person elimination 
heats, with Australian Gary El­
kt~rton gliding his way to victory 

and Hawaiian Rochelle Gallad 
sua telling the Women's Cham­
pionship title. 

Capetonian Justin Strong kept 
South African pride riding high 
by finishing <ln equal fifth place 
after knocking out top interna­
tional seed Damien Hardman in 
ea rlier heats. 

The atmosphere on Durban's 
beachfront couldn't have been 
more exhilarating ., For the more 
terrcstial sun-worshippers there 
were beach volley-ball tnuma­
ments, tlea-markels galore and 

the ever popular Bikini Open(s) 
but whether you were in the surf 
or on the shore it was , "one hun­
drt:d percent pure adrenal in." , as 
one surfer put it. 

The crowd comprising of an 
assortment of hardcore surf en­
thusiasts, artsy folk, holidayma­
kers and suited business 
executives on their lunchbreaks, 
was a spectacle to marvel at. 
Words like 'tunnel ' 'awesome' 
and 'kicking' were the lingo or the 
day, and to those don't und er­
stand - "get with it, dude!" 

coach 
Anthony Sguazzin 

UNDER the guidance of new 
coach, Greg Doolan, Rhod es 
University Rugby Club has 
become involved in a number of 
projects aimed at improving and 
promoting rugby in Graham­
stown 's townships. 

Previously, the dub's involve­
ment in developmental rugby was 
limited to an occasional coaching 
session at nearby colourt~d or 
black schools, but it has now 
taken some concrete steps to­
wards developing a permanent 
rugby culture within the town­
ships. 

The 30 most promising players 
in the under 13 and under 16 age 
groups were determined by trails. 
Skills training sessions are now 
held weekly at the club grounds. 
In addition, Doolan bas coached 
at coloured and black schools as 
far afield as Port Alfred . . 

The club has also become in­
volved with many teams from 
Gra ha mstown 's townships. 
Coaching sessions have been held 
at these dubs and the dubs tlood­
lit grounds have be.cn. made avail-
able to them . -

Rhodes' Rugby team bas tried 
to play matches against one of 
these clubs weekly either at the 
university grounds or in the town­
ship, attracting as many as 3000 
spectators . 

This policy of community in­
volvement has had a number of 
spin off benefiL-; t()r the dub. 
These ind ude increased attend­
ance at games due to people from 
the townships beginning to attend 
matches at the uniwrsity. Doolan 
feels this policy can only "fostn 
better relations between the dub 
and the community at large ." 

"U Apart from winning the young 
?!' township people's interest in 
tu1 rugby, the club is trying to create 

.,;:: a number of rugby scholarships 
:::J which will make the attendance of 
~ more students from the townships 
~ at Rhodes University possible. 

Sue Krell striker for Rhodes women's first team, outruns a player from St Peters. The final score was 1-1. Rhodes are expecting a 
tough ~atch against UPE at lntervarsity, particularly because two of the team's most experienced players are not able to play. 

An early benefitor of this 
scheme is first team player Pepsi 
Twaku, who originates from one 
of Grahamstown's townships and 
is on a full rugby sclwlarship. 

Underdog Rhodes set to topple UPE 
Russel Matthews 

AFTER 17 years without a win at 
lntervarsity, Rhodes' 1st XV 
rugby side have their . best ever 
chance of upsetting UPE. 

With Grahamstown this year 
host to the Port Elizabeth univer­
sity, high-flying Rhodes will be 
determined to continue their im­
pressive run of form 011 Saturday. 

To date Rhodes has recorded 
one of their most successful sea­
sons ever with victories over 
Parks, Zwide and Correctional 
Services. Much of this recent suc­
cess can be · attributed to the ser­
vices of Coach Greg Doolan and 

Captain Hendrik Weber. Weber 
joined Rhodes , this season after 
playing for Despatc!1 and Eastern 
Province last year. 

Doolan - who hails from Ta­
raneki, New Zealand - along with 
the rugged Weber, have brought a 
new urgency to the side. With 
modem innovative coaching 
methods and a grea t deal of hard 
work, they have turned Rhodes 
into one of the more feared teams 
in the league. 

With Garth Wakeford and 
· Chad O'Riordan, both standing at 
6ft 6", and Dan McAiistair, at 6ft 
5" , Rhodes definitely has the edge 
in height over UPE and are ex-

- vected to dominate the lineouts. 

The solid front row combina­
tion of Hilton Brown, Garryn 
Forman and Brendon Grant has 
had an excellent season and is ex­
pected to more than bold its own 
in the serum mage. 

The Rhodes pack has excelled 
in developing second, third and 
fourth phases of play with hard 
driving off the base of set pieces. 
It is this ability that has enabled 
them to develop point-scoring 
sitllations; that they continue to 
do this on Saturday is essential if 
Rhodes are to win. 

A great deal of responsibility 
lies Oil the shoulders of new tly­
half, Alister Firth. Starting thl, 
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season in the U21 ranks, firth 
was promoted into the 1st team 
after showing impressive form 
with the boot and a good all­
round tactical awareness. He has 
played with increasing c:onfidei1ce 
and maturity and will hl~ a key fig­
ure in the Rhodes effort on Satur­
day. 

The Rhodes side h<is also been 
boosted by the return or former 
Eastern Province serum half, 
Rich Lurie. In the few games he 
has played this season, he has 
made a phenomenal difference to 
the Rhodes' three quarters. Con­
sidered by Doolan to be develo­
ping in the Garth Wright mould, 

he has a vital rol e to play in get­
ting the Rhodes backline away. 

UPE 's strength lies in their 
speed on the wings and there is 
little doubt that should their for­
wards win enough ball , they will 
attempt to stretch Rhodes out 
wide. Their backline, however, 
has been disrupted with thl~ loss 
of Eastern. Province flyhalf, Greg 
Millar. 

On Saturday Rhodes go into 
the encounter as the underdogs, if 
previous years are anything to go 
by. However, Doola11 has faith 
that if his team can play to their 
potential, they will not lose. 
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FOCUS ON VIOLENCE 

From anarchy to chaos 
David Storey, outgoing Senior Regional Co-ordinator of the Wits-Vaal Regional Peace Committee, came to Rhodes last Tuesday to give a 

talk on the National Peace Accord- what is it, is it working, is it our last hope, or is it a toothless token? Thabang Motsoasele went to 
find out. 

THE National Peace Accord (NPA), 
signed on September 14 1991, was 

touted by its signatories as the harbinger 
of a new, peaceful South Africa. Instead, 
violence continues to spiral way out of 
control, with the result that major politi­
cal parties arc now calling on the govern­
ment to cmck down on the viol ence in 
places like the Reef. Peace seems to be 
further and further away , a nebulous con­
cept which is merely spoken about, not 
practised. 

Since the NP A was signed, there have 
been several attacks levelled at it , and 
many people seem to be convinced of its 
utter failure to contain or even stop the 
rapidly escalating violence in the country. 
Transkei's leader, Major General Bantu 
Holomisa, has described the NPA as "a 
dismal failure ... a big public relations 
exercise" . 

David argues that, at least as far as the 
Wits-Vaal region is concerned , these ac­
cusations are unfounded. 

The NPA was signed by all the major 
political parties, including the ANC-Co­
satu-SACP alliance, the NP and the IFP, 
in a climate in which "violence was be­
coming the; main issue in the negotiation 
process. In fact, the ANC insisted on put­
ting the issue of violence first on the nego­
tiation agenda," says David. 

"It is a product of the transition period, 
the first multi-party agreement to be 
signed during the interim period ," be says. 

"South Africa has a history of violence. 
There bas never been anv trans fer of 
power that ba s happened ~ithou t it. Vi­
oknce was used to enfo rce apartheid, and 
it was used to fight the system. 

"Even during the transition period, the 
country is still violent. For example, last 

month, more than ~00 people died in pol­
itical violence, 252 of them from the Wits­
Vaal region. Since 1990, more than 10000 
have died iii politically-motivated vi­
olence. 

"Conflict is intrinsic to any society . Vi­
olence is the most basic form of solving 
the conflict," David says . 

'a history of violence' 

In any society there is conflict arising 
out of competition for resources. The 
fewer resources there are to go a round, 
the more intense the conflict. In South Af­
rica, the breakdown in the legitimacy· of 
traditional structures which ensure com­
petition happens as peacefully as possible 
(eg, police, the courts), bas created a situ­
ation in which violence bas increasingly 
been seen as the only option in gaining 
ground in the competition for resources. 

Ironically, violence can break out be­
cause money bas been allocated for devel­
opment in resource-strapped areas and 
no-one cim agree on bow and where to 

· spend the money. "The absence of politi-
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cal legitimacy is most appa rent at the 
grassroots level. There is a !so virtually no 
socio-economic development, and the v i­
olence is the wors t in these a rea s ;~'. says 
David. 

"Violence tends to mirror the conflicts 
within society . During the transition, the 
spectrum of poli tica l expression is expan­
ding, while the institutional mechanisms 
for the normal expression of these aspira-
tions is rapidly narrowing." · 

This has Jed to the current wa.ve of vi­
olence, as people become bolder and 
more vicious in their bid to gain power, 
any power. 

The NPA was esta blished to deal with 
this situation. 

"It is the first multiparty agreement in 
which consensus was reached. It was the 
first test of the orga nisat ional ca paci ty of 

the parties. They bad to ensure that they 
had people at all leve ls to fill the struc­
tures set up under the accord," David ex-
plains. · 

"It was a bold and brave step for many, 
since people that bad been enemies fo r 
decades no\v had to put their trust in each 
other. It both created the mechanisms for 
dealing \vith viole nce and represented an 
ideal that a ll parties had to strive fo r. 

"While e li tist in the way it started -
there was no consultati on with grassroots 
on its establishment - the success of the 
local structures has inve rted the top-down 
impact of the acco rd . It empowers people 
at grassroots level, w hich is important. 
There is no other institu tion bes ides the 
NPA which h11s the legitimacy to b roker 
agreements and. implement them. It is _a n 
alternative symbol, another route which 
people can choose besides the v idence," 
he says. 

"It is fl exible enough to adapt to 
changes. Once consensus bas been 
reached (each member of the nat ional, re­
giona I and · toea I committees ·has veto 
powers) it ca n be an incredibly powerful 
too l. It is also at its weakest when violence 
brea ks out. " 

One of the problems which David 
pointed out was the difficulty in set­

ting up loca I conuninecs when there is no 
violence in an area, yet it is especially dif­
ficult to set them up when violence breaks 
out. In a peaceful situation, it is almost 
impossible to sec the need for a local 
peace committee. Yet when violence 
breaks out, as it did in Eldorado Park 

during a taxi war a few months ago, 
everyone begins to shout for the peace 
committees. The proverbial vicious circle. 

"Our job is 60 percent peace-making. 
That is, resolving issues whi ch cause con­
Oict and lead to violence. We s trive to 
move fro m ana rchy to c haos. Peace-keep­
ing includes on-ground intervention be ~ 
tween warring fa ct ions. We ha ve to form 
relatio nships with ind ividual sectors of the 
community. 

'Expect anything and 
trust no-one' 

"In this situation, notbitig is ce rtain . 
Laws do n' t exist in some of these areas. 
Orga nisa ti ons fight amongst themselves 
and wi th each other. You have to as k 
you rself - w hen violence brea ks out, will 
this person be able to do somethi ng? The 
S AP is the one solid thing you ca nnot de­
pend on. Rati onality doesn't ex ist, emo­
tions are high. Our motto is, expect 
anything and trust no-one. 

"For example, a few weeks ago there 
was a group of about 50 people, armed 
with sticks a nd spears, running after an 
impi of about 5 000. I stopped them and 
asked, 'What are you going to do when 
you get there?' Their answer was simple. 
'Moer them. ' It seemed to be beyond 
them that this impi, many of whom \vere 
armed with guns and AKs, would totally 
decimate them. 

"There is no trust of political processes, 
the anger is getting worse, and the bru­
tality is getting worse. You get incidents 
where bodies arc exhumed and burned, of 
bodies being stolen from mortuaries." 

On the subject of 'cultural weapons ' , the 
governm ent has not been willing to do any­
thing dec isive about it, so the ANC has 

quietly begun to ann its own people in the 
same way. When there is a march. 
whether ANC or IFP, the people thcr~ 

~ arc armed to the teeth with 'cultural wea­
~ pons.' There is a stand-off now. Think 
E back to the la st time you heard or read 
.g about the ANC asking the government to 
<{ do something a bout the issue. 
u "We don ' t worrv about knob-kerries 

0::: sticks or spears . Th~ AKs arc our scriou~ 
worry now. You just keep your bead down 
and crisis manage as much as you can." 

In the Wits- Va(ll region, the peace 
committee has drawn up a legal document 
whic h savs the security forces cannot de­
clare an ~nrest area without consultation. 

'The AKs are our ser1ous 
worry now' 

"Where ~ he re ha ve been unres t areas 
d e~' ! a red Witho.ut it. it hasn't been i'm­
plcm~ntcd . It Is more a. public relations 
exercise that anything else - the police 
have <~dmittcd this. 

"We also have an accredited visitors 
programme, to try and restore Jaw and 
order. Under. the programme, members 
of the conumttcc can visit any jail unan­
noun_ced. ~hen they get there, they are 
provided With a building plan of the jail. 
We can _lben ?emand~acccss to any room 
w~ Clli~ Intervte~ a~1y prisoner about any~ 
thmg. Nc then fill m a form in quadrupli­
cate , a copy of which goes to the 
Commanding Officer. 

I_f there ' was so~nething wrong, he can 
b~ askc_d, How did you let this happen? 
\\bat did ~ou do a bout it once you found 
out about It?' 

"In this way, we try to build up trust be­
twe~n the c?mmunity and the police. Any 
statwns which are still torturing people 
also have to ~ ca reful because they don't 
know who will be coming through that 
doo r. We are making jails safer for people 

so that others are more willing to report 
offenders." -

At the moment, anyone who re11or1s an 
offender is in danger because th~ offen­
de_r ma~ die. from police brutality in 
pnson, m which case the person who re­
ported him or her also dies. 

Wits-Vaal has . also implemented a 
communication svstem called JOCC 
(J oint Operatio'ns Communication 
Cc nlre), which is outfitted with a mobile 
radio system. Marshals in the PWV area 
~11 ve radios they us e to report an impend­
lllg allack. In the JOCC, there are armv 
police_ and peace conunince repr~~ 
sentatJvcs. A5 soon as the message is 
heard , they move into the area. · 

The JOCCs hnve proved to work so 
well ai preventing violence that two areas 
in Natal are now going to run the system. 

Fo: the future, the Wits- Vaal . region is 
plannmg on spending about R150000 on 
the training of 400 marshals . The training 
\~ ' Ill be on unarmed defence, design of ral­
lies, and _the ANC and IFP is jointly in­
volved_ lll . the tr11ining. The peace 
comnuttec IS a !so looking at converting 
do~blc -deckcr buses i,nto JOCCs. David 
cstnnates that about 4000 marshals need 

0 to be trained for the elections for his re­
O: gion a lone. 
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