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SENATE DISREGARDS 

STUDENT INTERESTS 

The present Rhodes Uni­
versity regime has never 
t r ied t o disgui se its lack 
of conf idence in the student 
body . Its paternalistic 
a ttitude , far from protect ­
ing s t udents from unhealthy 
influences , has onl y served 
to anger and frustrate them 
on a variety of l evels . 

The l ates t chapter in 
this unfortunate saga con­
cerns an unwarranted and 
arrogant intrusion into the 
realm of student polit ics . 
Obviousl y the whole student 
body is not going t o ~e par­
ticularly moved by thls act , 
since student interest in 
SRC affairs is hardly f er ­
vent. However, it is not 
only in this field that ~he 
administration has cas t 1ts 
shadow , but al so with res ­
pect t o such deeply felt 
issues as the bar on women 
visiting men's rooms and 
having alcohol in residence . 

Let us firstly consider 
the political issue . On 
May 31 , an official student 
body meeting dec ided that 
the then constitution should 
be amended . It was felt 
that the SRC had become re ­
dundant as a political body 
and that either we should 
have no SRC at all or that 
it should be radically al­
tered . 

The amendment was passed 
by an overwhelming majorit~ 
and was then referred t o tne 
Senate/Student Liason Com­
mittee who pr omptly threw 
it back a t the SRC f or t wo 
reasons: Fi rstly, it was 
badly draft ed , and second, 
it was f elt that despite 
the l egality of the student 
body meeting , th e issue 
shoul d be decided on a re­
ferendum . 

It is i mportant t o s tress 
that the referendum in no 
way altered the ori ginal 
amendment . It was t o have 
been used as a baromet er t o 
gauge student opinion prior 
t o a more satisfactory stu­
dent meeting . 

Unfortunately it was not 
used f or this purpose . The 
nres ident and the vice-pre~ 

~ident of the SRC mistakenly 
believed that the referen­
dum constituted an official 
student body mandate t o 
change t he ne1-1 constitution. 
And so, cap in hand, t hey 
\vent t o the Senate a nd asked 
them t o amend it . 

The Sena t e was of course 
fully av1are that they had 
th e po•,yer t o do this and they 
were a l so av1a.re that such an 

action was supremel y dic ta­
t orial. Al as , the Sena te is 
not yet abl e t o distinguish 
between aut hority based on 
rational open-minded princi ­
pal s , and repressive pa t erna­
li sm . 

The motives of the Sentae 
are relativel y simple to 
gauge . They realised that if 
the el ect i on process was 
based on Hall representation 
they would have a meek sub­
servi ent SRC which Hould not 
disturb the tide of executive 
power . No doubt the Sena te 
would have been extremely 
concerned if the Student As ­
sembl y pl an had been adopted 
since it was felt by many 
people that such an snc would 
have been far more critical 
of the authorities , a nd mi gh t 
therefore have pursued con­
frontati on situa tions . 

Both Spicer and King in­
sisted tha t unless the con­
s titution was amended, there 
would be no SRC after the 
August el ection . 

The Sentate immediately 
real ised that this was the 
l ever they n eeded . Gi ve the 
lever a sharp twist and t he 
"schlenter" would be sa t is­
fact orily concluded . As a 
result the Sena t e did not 
press for any empirical 
evidence regarding this 
dogmatic claim (no conclu­
sive evidence woul d have 
been f orthcoming anyway) so 
that they proceeded with in­
decent haste t o make the 
necessary arrangements . 

In act i ng as they have, 
the Sena t e has bl atantl y 
bypassed the s tudent body 
on campus in order t o sa­
tisfy their own power- per­
petuating designs. Nobody 
should be concerned at this 
stage in arguing the rela­
tive merits a nd demerits of 
the two constitutions. The 
important point is tha t the 
Senat e have acted unilate­
rally and without regard t o 
the wishes of t he individual 
student. Under no ci rcum­
stances can Senate offer the 
defenc e that the word of 
president Mike King and 
vice-president Mike Spicer 
could be taken on f ace 
value as t he wishes of the 
student body . 

Although it is understood 
t hat King and Spicer insis ­
ted that the full wei ght of 
the entire SRC was behind 
them, this was certainly 
not the case . Neither was 
it the case that the refe­
rendum was sufficient in­
di cation tha t the student 
body want ed an SRC based on 

Hall Repres entation . Apart 
from the fact that a very 
small percentage of Oppi­
dans (who are mostly s enior 
students with a 'great er 
knowledge and experience of 
student affairs) actually 
knew about the refer endum, 
only just 50/o of the refe­
rendum f orms were returned. 

The results of the refe­
rendum also showed that a 
majority of only 48 wanted 
r epresenta tion on a Hall 
basis. On t his flimsy evi­
dence, it appears , King and 
Spicer went t o Senate re­
questing a pos t haste impl e ­
mentation of the constitu- · 
tion based on Hall r epresen­
tation. And no Senator can 
maintain t hat he was not 
aware of t hese facts . If 
so , then he had no right t o 
make a decision on the SRC 
constitution s o poorly in­
f ormed. 

In short, t he student has 
been deceived and placed in 
a fal s e position whereby he 
will be compelled to t ole­
rate an SRC whi ch has not 
been offi ciall y recommended 
by him . 

Students at Rhodes are 
notori ous for t heir tacit 
acceptance of unjust s itu­
ations but the Senate would 
be f oolish if they believed 
the same t o be true in this 
case . No student , irrespec­
tive of his intelligence or 
political l eaning rakes 
kindl y to being made a foo l 
of and more i mportant, no 
student enjoys being bla ­
tantly deceived . 

The a ttitude of Senate 
towards t he students mani­
fes ts itsel f in ot her 
fields , particularly in 
regard t o residenc e reform . 
Again we find that t h>Jy r e ­
gard the s ex life of the in­
dividual student as s ome­
t h ing which must be harsh­
l y regul a t ed . \t/ha t, He 
oight as well ask , has our 
sex life to do with t he 
administra tion? The E'.ns\ver 
does not come to ligh t as 
easily as we mi ght think . 

Firstly , the university 
no l onger ac t s ' in loco 
parenti s ', so that cuts out 
any pressure from Hhimper ­
ing par ents . Secondl y , the 
university does not upho l d 
any univer sal pri nc i pal 
governing our sexual act i ­
vities. \vha t v1e do in­
side our bedrooms is ver:y 
much our cMn business . 

It is not t he case , as 
the Sena te seems t o t hink, 
that t he only reason stu­
dents want a rel axat i on of 
t he res rul es is because of 
sex . This is patently not 
the case since it must be 
remembered t hat pr:ivacy is 
one of the essential s of 
an individual ' s freedom . In 
controlling ivhat t he student 
does in residence, in f or­
bidding vis itors from stu-
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dent s ' r ooms , in f orbid­
di ng alcohol in r ooms , Se­
na te is interfering with 
t he student ' s privacy . It 
seems t hat in res i dence no 
man's house i s his cast l e , 
it i s the Senate 's f ort, 
and therefore the buttress 
of the "South African way 
of life" . 

At any rate , the ans•.Yer 
when it is eventual l y ex­
tracted from t he mire of 
half- truths and i r rel evan­
cies , does not present a 
sa tisfactory repl y t o t he 
probl em . In fact t he an~ 
swer is one of power poll­
tics . Ilhodes is a funda ­
mentally res i dent ial uni­
versity, and therefore any­
thing which happens in res 
refl ects di rectly on t he 

pr es tige of the establish­
ment . If the i mage of the 
university is " tarnished", 
then the government mi t;ht 
apply the economic squeeze . 

This defence is t ot a lly 
inexplicable since UCT al­
lows women in men ' s r ooms 
and th e gover nment has not 
yet reduced thei r grant . 
Of course one coul d amuse 
onesel f f or hours trying t o 
discover t he mys t erious 
pal : i t a.t1ons wtncn re,,ce­
tcJent t t1e reason1ng proces­
ses o1· t~e a<ioin1stre.t1 on. 

Added t o t h1s 1s tne 
cont1ngent 1act t nat the 
res1denc e rul es are abused 
on a considerabl e scale . 

'l'ne au'ninistration are 
tnus present ed with cloJO 

equaLLY distaster ul al t er­
nat1ves : th ey can either 
see reason and a ll ow \·/O ­

men into mens ' rooms or 
they can instruct wardens 
t o 1nterpret t he rul es in a 
s t ric t manner . 'l;he J.atter 
al ternative would almost 
certainly result in t he 
wardens risking social i so­
l ation. 

There is, of course , a 
thi rd alternat ive - t he 
course th e administration 
is currently adopting . They 
can oretend t ha t they are 
fooling the s t udents, the 
governrnent, the general 
public, and ultimat ely 
themselves . In t he l atter 
they have succeeded adrnir­
ahly . 

Cont . en page 3 
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and 
I~usas 

-,.;{Ji ch he believed ccmlJ dis- months l a t er. ing" - \vas being used • in 

As a result of his inves ­
tigation , Dedcon planned t o 
propose a judici al inquiry 
il).to ~lDSAS at t he 1 971 UP 
N'>t i ona l Congres s in Bloem­
f ont ein . However , the speech 
was never delivered because 
of a qrQwd ed programme . 

In hi s secret _ inve'st'i : 
gat i on, Deacon cl a i med that : 

I Student pr ot es t had 
t aken a "new and mili­
tant- direction" mainly 
in t he English l anguage 
universities and partly 
due t o inf luences from 
America ·and 1urope . 

South JUrica by organi ­
·,_s.a tions committed t o 

change . 

8ill ~)Pac on , U nit~d far t y 
n i; for Allian:; , in lvhL;h con­
s tituency 'Rhodes fans ,. ):las 
l ong been a sharp critic . of . 
NUSAS ideo l ogy , it s leader­
ship and it s pr ogr<immes-. The 
Sund:ly 'r imes rE)cently re­
vealed that :Jeacon conduct ed 
his own secret investig~tion 

into NDSAS l ong before t he 
Schl ebusch Committee was an-

rn Deacon' ~ secret docu­
ments , which were received 
by the 's unday' Times ,· he . dis ­
cl_osed t hat in citing _evi­
dence 1_3.gainst NUSAS , he r e-

I The l eadershi p of NUSAS 
had fallen i nto the 
hands of "an elite a~ . i 
radical few" . 

I The movement was anti­
establ ishment - inclu­
ding the United Party -
and pro-Bl ack socialism . 

He fu r ther reveal ed thc.t 
h i s eli '.ric= j.onal comrai t tee be.i 
~nani~;usly accerted ilis r~ ­
solution to reqUE!S t a cc)rn- ; 
ri i ss i on of inquiry , and that 
fell ow members of t he United 
Party had received copies of 
his memorandum. 

Bill Deacon is coming to 
Rhodes t oday . '1/e do not want 
a nother raQblir~ rationalisa­
tion fr om you , V~ Deacon. 
Just answer our ques tions . 'B"ROM PAGE 2 L.----. 

One further point : Hhilst 
many stHdents break the lavr 
in t his respect does not 
mean that they are not con­
Ct ~ r. ~ l about it . The Ge­
na••: 1s creating a false 
si t u:ht i on Hhich often 
causes students t o ques tion 
thei r actions in a particu­
l ar light . They wonder not 
only whether their ac tions 
are l egally Hrong , but whe­
ther they are i l!'Jnoral as 
wen . This line of think ­
i ng coul d , in certain cases 
rJroduce strong f eelings of 
guilt \vhich are not j usti ­
fied . Such feelings coul d 
influence their lives out ­
s ide tmiversity dr2 trimen­
tally ; 

It is time students were 
treated as adults rather 
than schoo l children t rim-

ful of original sin . VIi t h 
regard to the unwarranted 
·intrusion into student 
politics, it is obvious 
tha i ideals wil l get us no­
where . T.he Senate has 
taught us. one relevant les ­
son, namely , it is pm-rer 
that ccHmts . 

Therefore , it i s power 
and not s ent iqen t .t':1a t 1ve 
must be concer ned wiih . 

T.H. A. (Twenty-two 
Revisited Association) 
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Hed very heavily on 
speeches . made by Paula Ensor , 

~ university of cape tovm 

Applications are invited for 
the.1974 MBA Programme 

The Graduate School of Business offers an 
internationally orientated Master of Business 
Administration Degree (MBA) adapted to meet 
the needs of business in Southern Afr ica. An 
experienced team of local staff is supplemented 
by Professors from the leading international 
business schools at Harvard, M.I.T., Columbia, 
Northwestern, Wharton and London with which 
Cape Town's Graduate School of Business has 
established firm links over the last seven years. 
Members of the Programme come from man,y 
countries and graduates of the School are 
employed in South Africa, Rhodesia, Kenya, 

Australi a, the United Kingdom, Europe, Canada 
and the United States, Outstanding graduates 
of the Programme are accepte.d for further study ' 
at leading U.S. Universities, including Harvard, -
Columbia and M .I.T. · 

·The course is intensive, demandir.1 g and · is 
designed to equip outstanding men and women 
with the skills, knowledge and attitudes required 
to achieve top management responsibility. 
The 1974 Programme starts on January 28th, 
1974 and finishes on November 29th, 1974. An 
early application w ill increase your chances of ac­
ceptance. First Selection Date- May 30th, 1973. 

For application forms and full information please apply to 

DIRECTOR, GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, 
PRIVATE BAG, RONDEBOSCH, C.P.SOUT_H _AFRICA.pHONE69-5382 

GB&M/GSB lJ 



EDITORIAL 

SENATE KEEP OUT 

For the first time in t he history of Rhodes University, Sena te 
has felt the need t o change t he constitution of the SRC . Such 
che.nges have in the past been l eft to students. 

Further then this, Senate's unilateral action goes back on a 
previous decision of the student body . 

On May 31 this year, a student body meeting approved a new con­
stitution for the SRC . The constitution contained recommendations for 
the setting up of a Student Assembly, to be voted in on a House basis. 

The new constitution was sent t o t he Senate/Student Liason Commit­
t ee for approval, but the committee advi sed au1ong other things, that a 
referendum be held t o find out the whole student body 's feelings on the 
matt er, as s o few students attended t he original meeting. 

This was despite t he fact tha t t he student body meetir~ was con­
stitutional and all its resolutions were also, therefore, consti­
t utional. 

The SRC held a farcical referendum in accordance with the commit­
tee 's recommenda tion. In the referendum a majority of onl y 48 stu­

dents appr oved of a second cons titution in which the SRC '"'as made up of 
Hall representatives . 

The preEident of the SRC , Hike King, and the vice- presi dent, I-1ike 
Spicer, took the results of the referendum to Senate where it i s under­
stood they pushed for the implementation of the new constitution based 
on Hall r epresentation. 

No Senator can claim t hat he was unaware of the flimsy evidence on 
which King and Spicer based their argument for the new constitut ion. 
Yet they approved it apparently on the basis of the referendum and 
what King and Spicer t old them, thus ignoring the previous student body 
meeting and without consulting the student body again 

Why did Senate rush into restructuring the SRC on a Hall bas is 
when they were s o hesitant about t he Student Assembly idea? Why did 
they throw out the latter idea on the grounds that t hey iid not have 
the assurance that t hat v;as what the students \.;anted, and then accept 
in indecent haste KiM and Spicer 's hall representati on idea when t hey 
knew the scantiness of the evidence that that \~as \·!hat the students 
di d want? 

Could it be that Sem.te· was aware of t he potent ial power base that 
the Student Assembly offered? Was Rhodeo too honest when we described 
the Student A:l sembly as "a viable body t o bring mass i ve pressure to 
bear on the Ldministration t o nake t he changes which we believe to be 
s o important to every student on this campus" ? 

Could it be that the conservatism of King and Spicer appealed t o 
t he Senators'? Could it be that an SRC structure that offers as little 
in the way of a power base as the Seni or Students Committee also ap­
pealed t o them? 

It is in the interests of t he entrenched authorities of this uni­
versity t o have a conservative SRC - one that makes few noises about 
change, one t hat regards "the correct channels" as an end in themf?elves. 
And they saw the present SRC crisis as t he ideal opportunity t o see 
just that. 

Senate 's unwarrant ed interference into student politics is t o be 
depl ored. It is another example of their contempt for the student and 
his ability to settl e his own effairs . 

Students should be allowed to settle their 0\-ffi affairs in matters 
whi ch only concern students. The subject o f the constitutions has now 
become irrelevant. \Vhat matters is t hat Sena te has gone further than 
ever before in interfering with us as student~ . 

For too l ong now they have mainta ined a paternalistic attitude 
t o us, and for too long they have interfered in mat ter s such as resi­
dence rules, matters which concern only the student , since they affect 
only t ;,e student . 

Senate must be t ol d once and f or a ll to stop i nterf eri ng in our 
aff~tirs. 

lfTTfRS 
Mr Editor, 

Your editorial 
in RHODEO (9th August), is 
rather delightful - it is 
full of fevered and con­
fused thinking. 

Let me dea l with the 
l atter aspect first. 
Should Giles' play have 
been staged? Your claim 
seems to consist of saying 
that this is a univers ity 
and in the context of 
what a university perta ins _ 
to, the play should have 
been staged. Presumably 
you would define a univ­
ersity as being a place 
where people may freely 
engage in the search for 
k nowledge, or something 
along those lines. Then 
within such a definition, 
the play, if it contain 
enlightenment of some 
sort, should have been 
staged. However you seem 
to ignore the fact that 
the play was to be staged 
not inside but outside 
such a context, bec ause 
it was open to the public. 
Hence your objections sh­
ould be based not on the 
fact that it was to be a 
university production but 
by pointing to the ac tual 
merits of the play. 

Here, certainly, you 
have possible criticism 
of Dr Hyslop. The play 
should first have been 
seen (privately). Then 
while I am inclined to be­
lieve that play has value, 
where is one to draw the 
line on such an issue? 
In your apparent conceit 
you deny the rights of, 
say, Dr Hyslop to enter­
tain a different value 
system. 

.~d here I have my se­
cond point. What is the 
point of such polemic? 
Jo Leng's co mments on 
drunkeness etc are irrel­
evant to any evaluation 
of the is sue. Your polemic 
also, does not appear to 
be des i gned in that dir­
ection. Then why I say 
you are conceited is that 
you exclude al l others. 
So, in f act, your stance 
is very similar in these 
respects to those whom 
you critisize. By that 
fact you are as much a 
part of the problem. And 
you are a part of the 
problem because you ind­
ulge in belief without 
the c l arity of t hought 
which might warrant the 
application of such belief 
in your posi tion. 

An af terthought: 
llliODEO consist"s of inter­
nal matters and debates 
you have r a ised. Hhat is 
going on outside your 
world? l<,or example, whi.l.t 
is happening at the 
Commonwealth Universities 
Conference? If you l ack 
printing space , t here i s 
the front page. 

R Tomlinson. 
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TO THI . 
IDIJOR 

Dear sir, 
· Your editorial of 

August 17, concerning the re­
lationship of ideology and 
interests in politics , raises 
several interesting points 

Your main point, 
namely that the Bl ack1 s in­
t er ests lie in change, whi l e 
the ':/hi te' s reside in t he 
status quo , is true , but only 
on a very general l evel, 
which is so general that it 
does not stand up to cl oser 
examinat i on . 

Consider, f or exa­
mple, the fact that there 
are Whites who l ong for no­
thing more than a radical 
change in South African so­
ci et y , just as there are 
Blacks who have gained much 
from the present system, t .o 
their satisfaction. Natu­
r ally, both gr oups are re­
latively small, but their 
presence tends t o indicate 
that the situation is some­
what more complex than you 
would have us believe. 

Then in a fa­
mil i ar , though rather t e~ 

nuously connected, dig a t 
Christianity, you claim that 
ideology (i.e. in terms of 
Liberalism and Christianity) 
has yet to succeed in 2,000 
years of effort. 

I t hink anyone with 
any sense and honesty would 
:~gree that Christianity has, 
at times, presented a rather 
dubious alternative to a way 
of life in which self comes 
fir st. But here one must 
distinguish between Christi­
anity, or the life reflected 
by people professing t o be 
Christians, and the actual 
person and message of Chri st; 
for a difference there is. 

The former is but a 
dim, oft en distort ed refl ec­
tion of t he l a tter , and this 
is a truth which critics . of 
Christianity generally choose 
t o ignore. They , for tn~ir 
part, must l ook beyond the 
all-too-human bumbl ings of 
many Christians, to the t rue 
Christ, and t hen assess the 
"ideology" as t o its merits 
or otherwis e . 

On the other hand , 
one mus t acknowl edge that 
n:.an ' s selfishness has al­
ways been such t hat any de­
nouncement of it has been 
greeted with ho stility. The 
Son of God was crucified for 
just that reason. 

rhke HcCoy . 
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~residence reform 
I Co rrec,t J 
chann'et's · 
a dead end 

Spicer 
All attempts at residence 

reform through the "correct 
channel s " have met with a 
dead end. 

Head of the Senior Stu­
dents Committee , ~ like 

Snicer, said last week pro­
p;sals fo r res reform insti­
tuted by the Senior Students 
Co~~ittee early this year 
"have passed from cor:illli ttee 
to committee and run on from 
month to month" . 

vThere is no prospect of 
our obtaining any conclusive 
reforms until December some­
time once both Senate and 
Council have come to some de­
cision," he said . 

The Se~ior St udents Com­
mi t tee is the firs t step on 
the long ladder up towards 
the decision makers of the 
university . Proposal s f rom 
here must go through to the 
Hall \o!ardens/Seni or Students 
Commit t ee, then the Hall War­
dens Committee . From.here 
proposals must go to the Re­
sidents ' Superintendents ' 
Committee who in t urn wait 
for Senate and t he Council 
to sit . 

"It is clear if the system 
continues, ~e wi ll have to 
wait a whole year to pass 
a single proposal through 
the correct channels," Spi­
cer said . 

The Senior Student s Com­
mitte has put f orward a num­
ber of proposal s to cut out 
all the dead wood i n the 
present "white book" of re­
sidence r ules. 

R.E.T.BUTLER 
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ARMITAGE 
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·,.o~ chief aim was to cut 
out ·rules that everyone is 
ignoring anyway, " he said . 
Other proposal s for change 
are all owing students t o 
have liquor i n residence, 
reduction in t he number of 
formal meals a week and wo­
men being permitted to visi t 
men in their residences . 

"Al l these proposals have 
beea put forvmrd subject to 
the discretion of the indi­
vidual hal l wardens, " Spicer 
said . 

"There is a possibil i ty 
that there 1-1ill be a clamp-

down on rules, " he said. "In 
that case I can onl y foresee 
a possibili t y for change if 
students themsel ves start 
do i ng s omet hing . " 

"We ' ve met with a tre­
mendous amount of opposi­
tion from Hall vlardens, 
Senior St udents and their 
House Comms, " she said . 
"One important point though, 
is that we are not trying to 
challenge the power of Se­
nior Students and House 
C omms . \ve knew there was 
a Senate meeting l as t week 
and we planned to present 
the petition just to add 
some >veight to the attempts 
at res reform being put 
through . We thought Senate 
might take more notice of 
these pr oposals if they 
realised most of the stu­
dents supported them, " she 
said . 

"This plan fell through 
because most of the Hall 
\vardens refused to al low 
the petition to be sent 

"l~e v1oul d like t o organis e 
a debate or something t o fo­
cus attention on the question 
on res reform," said Linda 
Stone . 

The two girl s plan to take 
the petition to Senate when 
the body next meets in Sep­
tember . 

lffiSAS Regional Director, 
Karl Edwards, said last week 
he fel t the proposals ~;lit. 

forward by the girl s were 
" t oo weak". 

"The fact hovrever that 
this came from stu<lents and 
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around . \ve did not rea~ize 

. that we had to ask perml.s ­
sion and say \there the pe-

no t from lffiSAS or the SRC 
shows the response that 
ought to be coming from stu­
dents a l l the t ime . I feel 
such demands from students 
will help lffiSAS and the SRC 
to define their r oles more 
cl early ," he sai d. 

Mike Spicer, head of the 
Senior St udents Committ ee 
said he vi e~.,red the petition 
ext remel y cynicall y . "If 
it.' s taken us this long to 
get nowhere, their chances 
of promoting change are 
minimal," he said . 

Two fi rst year girl s have 
taken the initiative for 
res reform by l aunchi ng a 
petition . 

The petiti on cal ls for 
the "curfew hour" i n wo­
men ' s residences to be ex­
tended a t weekends and for 
women to be al l owed to 
vi sit i n men ' s residences. 

T i me to act 

Li nda Stone, a first 
year J ournalism student, 
G.nd Linda Heyer, who is do ­
ing first year .F:ine Art, 
initiated the petition "be­
cause we fel t it was about 
time somebody did something 
now", said Li nda Stone . 
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tition originated. By the 
time al l the official chan­
nel s were passed it was too 
late to have the signatures 
for the Senate meeting . 

"Some Hal l Wardens are 
stil l very much against the 
petition . We were told by 
one that we had no right to 
interfere and that none of 
the students had complained 
so she saw no reason in our 
petiti on. 

"Another warden's at"' 
titude was simpl y •silly 
first years' trying to 
cause trouble' - we 1·1ere 
told persistently that rules 
encourage self discipline. 

"But most House Comms saw 
us a s some type of competi­
tion . Host of the senior 
students were at first too 
scared t o allow us to put up 
t he petitions." 

The response from the student 
body has been good . 

His Majestys 

Hi f olks - just dropped in a 
minute to say howzi t my chommi es . It's 
just a rumour that the Ed , •rho made this 
page up , didn ' t leave enough space for me . 
You see, the Ed ' s a good Lib and Libs never 
do nasty things like that. 

I see the buggers a t Hatthews and Botha 
are playing cricket out side their houses 
a l ready - get your cricket in early and 
·::void the exam rush . Like I failed my June 
exams to avoid the Christmas rush . 

I ' m starting a legal aid thing . So 
anyone who doesn ' t know what to do with the 
two cents change in his cigarette 
packet pl ease drop it into the office to 
help pay for Giles and \~ oodstock ' s bail . 

I feel like a continuity announcer on 
radio - there just to talk bulldust t o fill 
in t he spaces . I think I've succeeded, so 
cheers my rna tes. See you next \·reek 
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ON NO.T BEING .. GAY 

"ON BEING GAY " in a r ecent i ssue of 
RHODEO is an examina tion of the homosex­
ual in relation to the re s t of society . 

Taken as a purely socio ­
logical· statement much of 
what the. writer (whoever 
he is) ~ays i s true . 
Homosexuals are needlessly 
victimised and much of 
their unhappiness could be 
eliminated if society 
treated them ' primarily as 
peopl e , with normal human 
decency . In spite of this 
however, all t~e contribu­
t ors can really claim to 
prove is that some of the 
homosexual' s ·suffering is 
caused by feelings of 
guilt . Many of hi s argu­
ment"' s basic suppositions 
inferences and conclusions 
are not and cannot be sub­
stantiated and require im.­
mediate d.iscussion . 

In the first place the 
art i cle suffers by not . 
providing a precise defi ­
nition of a "homosexual" . 
It is suggested that "by 
the time we arrive at · 
university we are pretty 
sure of our preferances, 
tha t is i f they are hete­
rosexUal preferances". 

However, Kins ey (whose 
figures have been ade­
quately checked by sev~r~l , 
eminerit medical authorltles) 
claims that _ 37% of all 
American' males experience 
at leas t one homosexual ·· 
encounter leading t o or­
gasm after the age of 20 
and bef ore the age of 35. 
The -corresponding figure 
for females is 20% . 

D.J . West, a leading 
British authority on the 
subject says "many young 
men who practise homo ­
sexuality in their late 
teens or early 20 's grow_ 
out of the habit after 
meeting a sui table \.roman" . 

Th:ls inforrnd ti.~n suggests , 
that many cannot justifi­
ably be "so simply classi~ 
fied and dismissed as "ho­
mosexual". Furthermore, 
it is clear that there are 
many youngs ters ·who are · 
not nearly as sure of. them­
selves as they are supposed 
t o be and that there is ~ 
sizeable group which has' 
not only devel oped no par­
ticular heterosexual in- ' 
terests, but which may al­
so , f or varying reas ons , · 
experience homosexual feel ­
ings . 

Using the Oxford Dic­
tionary definition of the 
word this l a tter ·.group are 
undoubtedly ',',ho~osexual", 
but it does hot follow tha t 
these peopl e are permanent ­
l y incapabl e of forming ful l 
and worthwhile het erosexual 

relationships. Men and wo­
men such as these can only 
suffer by being told that it 
is no use trying to "go 
straight" and that they are 
irrevocabl y homosexual . And 
even the individual who has 
been so affected as to make 
any simple choice against 
homosexuality ineffective, 
cannot l egi timately concl ude 
the he is, as a matter of 
fact, beyond all pr~fession­
al help , as will be seen la'­
ter. 

Viewed in this light, 
statements such as "firs t 
mature freely "chosen homo~ 
sexual experience" (as if 
the average 18 year-old 
can have but the . vaguest 
notion of the concept ' of 
"maturity" in any case); 
"corning out" or "commitment 
t o l ifestyles" appear ridi­
cul ous t o say the l east . 

A second prominent fea­
ture of the article and 
indeed the fatuous: cover 
page of this particular e­
dition of Rhodeo is the 
implicit suggestion that 
homosexuality is really a 
perfectly valid and viable 
alternative f orm of beha­
viour and that probl ems as­
sociated with it· are en~ ­

tirely the result ·of the a t­
titude of society. 

It should be remembered 
that while many s ocieties 
have accept ed homosexual 
practices , there has never 
been one which has accepted 
a complete inability to form 
meaningful heterosexual re­
lationships a s a sta te normal 
to the human species . Even 
the much quoted Ancient 
Greeks. would have .found. the 
sp~ct~cl e.of a 40' year- old 
man chasing boys and yout hs 
to-· the tota l excl"uston- of . 
women both ridiculous <ihd -~ 

:· offensive.; 

Such a lifestyle was con­
sidered appropriate only f or 
the imrnatuie: Furthermore, 
the homosexual coul d never 

. be cornplet e"f.Y a t ease in our 
societ y - ho~ever , t ol.~rant 
it may be - simple because 

_ .. of his abnormal sexual dis ­
position. 

But there is much t o sug­
gest that hornosexu:=tl r el a - · 
tionships are intrinsically 
unsa tis fac~qry w)i:a't <ever the 
attitude of society . Donald . 
Webster Cory , a well-known 
and respected spokesman for 
t he homosexual \>JOrl d, ··deal s · 
with the fugacious na t ure of '· 
homosexuals in his · book "iJ:'he' 
Homosexual Outlook" . Bri -

' tish psychi a t r ±.9. t and au-: 

!' 

:t hor of "Sexua l · Deviations" ; 
sa:ys "A homose~al couple . 
are less able to define 
their respective r ol es than 
husband and wife". 

Referring to r:~.en : "]\fore­
over, sice each generally 
has an inner sense of in­
feriority ·as a man, each 
will be t ouchier, more li­
abl e to take offence and 
more inclined to be competi ­
tive". 

Later: "Since neither can 
really satisfy the other 
emotionally, they soon seek 
another alliance sustained 
by an infinite capacity f or 
blaming each failure on the 
irnperfeqtions and flaws in 
the partner" . (And, need­
less t o say,· tha attitude 
of the bulk of s ociet y ! ) 

It i s not at all clear what 
~o1e is played by sexual 
activity aa a mea~s . of en~ 
nobling and ~nriching the : . 
homosexUal l ove r"elationship.­
Donald Webster C6ry says 
"It may be that the b,omo ­
sexual is more in contact 
with the genitals of the 
partner rather than with · . .. 
the whol e body and whole 
person than i s the ,hete'ro~ 
s.exual. For psychological 
and cultural reasons it is 
possibl e that many homosex­
uals have genital to geni ­
tal contacts rather than a 
person t o pers on r elation­
ship" . 

Richard Hettinger, author 

of "Living with Sex" com­
ments "C ory appears to ac­
cepts the dichotomy without 
too much concern . But ·the 
t otal divor ce of sex fr om 
true human relat~onships 

is precisely the tragedy of 
the homosexua l and exactly 
wha t t he respons i bl e man 
cannot accep t". 

But, and this is the crux 
of the matter , does the re­
sponsibl e man have any 
choice? I believe that he 
has. Our mys t erious author 
denies tha t t h i s is the t r ue 
case, but ' ! suggest "that 
anyone who can make the un­
qualVied a ssertiop. t }lat ... , 

. thef e··. J. s "no known cure" is · 
ei th.er dishones t, grossly . 
ill-infor med or has given up 
the. struggl e t o ach i eve he­
t erosexuality and feels it 
necessary t o adopt such a 
viewpoint as a justification 
f or the inadequacies of his 
mm life- style . 

The f act s of the matter a re 
these : ·· · 

t !'lost people who experi­
ence or put into prac­
tice homosexual des ires 
are capable of becoming 
heterosexual . 

• Homosexual incl ination 
may be no mor e than a 
prolonged gr owing - up 
phase and not an indi -
cation of a deeply seat-
ed pr obl em . 

• For those who will not 
outgrow their tendenci es 
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' tt~ turp-~·ly ~t'? erf ~s t muc,h 
''.. rep. son ·for opt;lrnlsm re­

garding therapy . And, 
i even t he worst caseti , 

tha t is, of homosexuals 
of l ong standing or per ­
sonaliti es who 'have · 
been s everely mi sguided 
f :fom:: ~n- .<!"arly age .(into 
whi1ch ' category :the ave- ­
rage te enager or young 
adult d'des . no:t f$.11 ) - may 
respond ·t o trea t ment. 

The English Psychiatrist , 
Clifford Allan says "It is 
definitely not t r ue t hat 
homosexuality is the result 
of a congenital anomal y or 
hormonal or glandular aber-. 
ration. At tractive as they 
are t o con,firmed homosexual s 
who wish t o avoid .any sense 
of respon~ibility for con­
tinuing their pr~ctices, 
such theories are not gene- . 
rally abandoned. 'fhe 
American, Albert Ellis con­
firms this fact and writes 

·in his book "It can be con-
' ' fidently ' s"t a t ed that t~e 

prospects for cure 'are good 
if a man i s under 25 and 
desir es to l ead a hetero­
sexual life." And, Anthony 
Storr referring to homo­
~exual s who 'were cons i dered 
~00 ~ever~ly deviant or t oo 
long neglected to be hel p­
able , · reports "A carefull y 
contr olled American study of 
106 male homo sexuals who 
undertQPk psychoanalysis 
r evealed the foll owipg facts: 
of seventy- six who began 
treat ment as exclusiv~ly 
homosexual , 14 (lg/o) became 
exclus i vely heter~sexual, 
vrhile thirty who began t reat ­
ment as bisexual, 15 (5o%) 
became exclusivel y hetero­
sexual" . Cl early there are 
grounds f or hope in ext reme 
cases . 

I suggest that anyone who 
feels himself t o be homo­
sexually inclined will, if 
he is i n his right mind , do 
&nything but f ollow the ad-

vi ce of our mysterious vrr i­
ter whose pers onal phil o­
sophy is one •.vhich pl aces 
t he gr eates t possible ~re ­
mium on i gnorance and des ­
pai r. Nor , furthermore , . 
•ril l he accep t t he pronouce­
ments of the ill - :Lnformed ' 
or the involved but essen­
tially spuri ous a rgument s 
of t he di scouraged who seek 
t o bolster their O'.Vn posi­
tions by making converts of 
young men and women ignorant 
of th e truth . 

On t he contrary , he ·wil l 
seek t he advice of ·a reput ­
·.ble psychi atri st at the . 
earli es t opportunity and ln 
<:O do i ng "gain a knoHl edge 
of the facts which may save 
hi m from being fo r ced into 
or merel y accepti~ . a con­
di ti on and -pattern of life 
he can well e~cape ' ; ! · 

Paul Oliver . 



ROY SARGEANT 
Roy Sargent, who has worked in radio , tel evision and films both 

here and abroad, is now head of the Speech and Drama Depart ment. 
After graduating from UCT he spent f our years wi J·':l the SABC as a 
drama producer, ne·.·JS reader and di s c jockey , befor e '"orking as a 
free- lance director f or each of t he performinG arts councils t o­
gether with sor.Je co:nmercial managements . In an intervie· . .; t his 
week, he talked about some of his pl ans and achievements . 

What are your plans for the Drama Department? 

We have already placerl a deal more emphasis on the practica l 
side of our 1vork, highlighting the pure book and academic approach . 
Whether we will extend our courses to give real professional training 
to actors , directors or des igners remains to be seen . At the moment 
I ' m being very cautious about making any bold statements about the fu­
ture of the department . I ' m keen t o relat e the academic side of our 
courses far more to the practica l side , that is t o say a play study 
becomes part of the practical classes as \.Jell. One of our main aims 
is to keep our product ion side as act i ve as '"e possibly can . I want 
t o stress the plays th8t are being written and invented today - that 
is modern drama - witb our foundation of the classics always in the 
background , coming up when they need to . 

What pr oductions wi ll you be doing this year? 

The major production is always the Settler production in the 
third term which is Shaw ' s Arms and the Man, being direct ei by Frank 
Shelly which opens on September 3, Settlers D''Y, and runs till Thurs ­
day 6 in the Great Hall. This week we do t'N'O modern pl ays : Henry 
Goodman is doing a play by the Polish dramatist Harozek called Out at 
Sea , which is an absurd comedy , 1-1ith serious undertones, and Jane 
Osborne is directing an Engli sh modern one- act called !1uck from Three 
Angl es by Ds.vid Halliwell, which i s equally funny and strange . They 
'N'ill be on at the workshop 23rd t o 25th , begi nning a t 8 . J_5 . 

\.J'nat about the TV and 1-1hat work are you going to be doing with it 
in the departr.Jent? 

1!lell, next year \Ve put in H25 000 or more of equipment . There 
will be two cameras on t he studio fl oor and 1-1ith luck and t he ad­
ministrat::.on giving in, t here migh t be many more th= t hat . There 
vlill also be a camera in the intervie\.' studio and in t ~,e big studio . 
One of my l ecturers, Beth Dickerson, did a dipl oma in educationa l 
t el evision ,,hich was observed by another lecturer, Ken Robinson . 
They vlill run f or my students in the t hird year a t1-1o - t erm course 
which is entitled "Mi xed Jl1edia" which ><ill be a television l!roduc­
tion, t he students will crea te a tel evision programme lvhich they 1-1ill 
devise f :"om the bottom up by t hems elves . So the.:r will get somet hing 
of the f~el of handling cameras, of telling t he story or more parti ­
cular l y repoi·t'ng 11hat t hey want t o report in tel evi sion terms . vfe 
want t o ke eg it as simple as tha t at the mof'lent, becE.Ufl ·2 none of us 
are experts in that fi el d . 
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art jOhn mi chell 

\</hat about the future of t elevision? 

There is a tremendous future. The onl,y pr obl :en is t hat 
tel evision can swamp you . It is such a compl ex tL.i.ng , so ouch 
can go 1-1rong with the equipment. It ' s exciting . It s field is 
so vast and rmcontrollable we have to be careful i n our rl epart ment 
it d.oesn ' t bE come a kind of octopus and swal'lps ") V<cr ,ythinc and 
destroys everything else we I1UST do , and that id keep li\re theatre 
alive . 

\</hat are s ome of your recent achievement s" 

I think my theatre career really culminat8d last year when 
I direc t ed Homeo and Juliet and Hadrian Vll for CAPAB and won 
t he Thre e Art s Award for bo t h productions Hhi ch is the first 
time anyone had won them f or two pr oductions. In 1970 r joined 
Emi l Nofal for six months as production manager on a documentary 
travelogue call ed "Journey to the Sun" . Then t he year bef ore l ast 
Emil phoned up one day and s a id he was going to make a picture 
called The Winners and would I come up and co-direct it. And I 
did , and it ' s been a hit . It was a marvel l ous experience . 

Then I 1-1ent on this yP.ar t o make another picture, called 
"Oh Brother . . . •. ! " which i s a little romantic comedy a bout two 
h;ins who s1vop i dentity, for a German product i'on 11i t h a South 
African company . 

\</ho acted in it? 

A boy cal led Robert Davies from Cape Tovm is the star and a 
girl from Germany pl ayed opposite him . Tl· ere are a host of 1-lell ­
known South African actors like She·il a Holliday and J ohn Hayter 
and a l l sorts of young men, Bruce Miller 1vho toured here recently . 
We shot on t he Pre t ori a University campus - it ' s a campus story 
basically . quit e funny, I think, and is t o be released later this 
year . 

~1r Sargent plans t o make a f ilm towards the end of this year 
but is hesitant t o discuss it at this s tage . 

First- year Drama student s ~ill direc t t hemselves in one­
act pl ays for t h" November examinations . Pi ct ured above 
with Gail Grobbelaar is Cl i ve Brooke , who Hill produce 
his own play ' Tharnbile ' . The pl ays IVill be presented t o 
the public next t e:r·m in the theatre workshop . 



New yacht 
for club 

The Hhodes Yacht Glub 
ho.s t .s.ken deli very of a 
new Rl 200 Fir eball cl ass 
racing dinghy . 'rhe boat , 
named Rhodent, is the se ­
cond in the club ' s fl eet . 

The F'ireball is a high­
performance, two- man ding­
hy, anci. has been adopted 
by mos t Sout h African uni ­
versities for intervarsity 
competition . 

Club members are rigging 
the boat and hope to have 
it ready to sai l in a week 
or two. Meanwhile, the 
original club boa t, Gon­
zal es , is being gi ven its 
~nnual maintenance . 

The Yacht Club, founded 
two seasons ago , has had 
an act ive programme . Be,'-· 
ginners get i nstruction in 
the basics of sail ing , 
while more advanced crews 
compete in l ocal and inter 
cl ub r egattas . The club 
al so arranges f i lm shows 
and lectures on sail i ng . 

Mos t of the cl ub ' s sail­
i ng takes place on Set tlers 
Dam , about 12 miles from 
Grahamst own . Settlers Dam 
Boat Cl ub, to which the 
Rhodes club is affiliated , 
hi,s now bui l t a club- house 
and boat shed a t t he dam, 
and pl ans other fac i li t ies . 

But t here is one hi t ch . 
In the past , t he cl ub has 
had pl enty of water t o sail 
on, but no club- hous e . Now 
they have a cl ub- hous e , 
but very l ittle water. 

"The l evel of the dam is 
so l ow that we can't t hink 
of real competitive sail ­
ing at present , " says Dr 
Ben de \>let, commodore of 
t he Rhodes Yacht Club . "Un­
less it rains soon - and 
hard - we will have t o do 
our r acing offshore Port 
Elizabeth or East London" . 
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Meanwhile , there wi l l be 
training sessions and im­
promptu races at Settlers 
Dam for beginners . "In 
the past we were handi ­
capped because we had only 
one boat , and a l ot of 
members want i ng to use it" , 
says Dr de Wet . "Now' we 
will be able to teach 
people the rudiments of 
racing techniques, and 
sharpen the skills of our 
experienced crews, by ra­
cing the two boats against 
each other". 

Three other boats compete 
i n races under t he Rhodes 
Yacht Club flag . They are 
Dr de Wet ' s Sprog , Dr Tony 
Gi ffard ' s Fireball, and 
Ri chard Pearce ' s Tempo . 

HOTEL 

VICTORIA 
You enjoyed the 

A LA CARTE 

and 

BAR LUNCHES 

before 

Call in now and see the 

NEW LOOK SNACK 

AND SNORT 

AIR CONDmONED 

LA PETITE FRIENDLY I 

~·~~ ~:_-_STR_:_:_5~-~-I_C_E_l mNCH COO~~-·-
B THE COMPLETE STOCKISTS TO RHODES B 
I FOR ALL YOUR UNIVERSITY COLOURS I 

;l'he Rhodes Yacht Club a t Settlers Dam . 

CHESS DISAPPOINTS 
During the weekend of the 

llth and 12th Augus t the 
intertovm chess t ournament 
took place . The event was 
won by East London Chess 
Club with 10 points, Port 
El i zabeth A second with 
eight points and a com­
bined Rhodes and Grahams ­
town team third with five 
and a half points . 

V. Huang of Port El i za ­
be t h won all his games on 
board l f or his city, al ­
t hough he was lucky to 
beat Lewis of East London . 

The Rhodes players 
pl ayed good chess , espe­
ci ally Doe and Lawl or . 
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Hopes rtse 
for Rugby 

The Rhodes l st Hugby XV 
pl ayed Eas t London Poli ce 
an the Great Fiel d on Sat ­
urda;y in a fixture t hat •.:as 
vi t a l t o the side ' s further 
chances in the Border Cup 
·this s eason . The end 
r esult was a very pleasing 
?.8- 12 victory for Rhodes . 

Second on t he l og , Po ­
lice had Height heavily in 
t heir favour , but the 
ilhodes flair dictated the 
game from the start . 

Rhodes capitalised on 
t he a ccurate place-kick­
i ng of Rich Kurnick from 
the outset , and kept up a 
steady barrage on t he Po­
lice line, thus making full 
use of Kurnick ' s f orm. 

The game was hard and 
not always ver y clean , but 
Rhodes was unaggressive 
and concentrated on lvinning 
and then using their pl en­
tiful suppl y of the ball 
from the serums (hooker -
Ti cky Porbes) and line- outs 
( l ocks Derick Barter and 
Kd vin Hulley) • 

With the loose- forwards 
and pack swift to the break 
down , Rhodes swit ched t he 
direction of pl ay to good 
advantaGe . Rhodes i s f or­
tunate j_n havi ng as abl e a 
replacement for: Pete Reid 

) 

The standard of the g1:-mes 
was poor , even though t op 
Eastern Province players­
were in action . The games 
were characterised by a 
large number of elementary 
mistakes, and many of t he 
players had little idea of 
opening technique , and game 
technique cost some pl ayers 
the game . 

The l ack of competitive 
chess explains the poor 
standard of the games . 
However, t he Rhodes Open 
Ches s Champi onship during 
the Settl er weekend should 
provide strong competition 
1t~i th entries from th e Uni ­
versi ty of Port Elizabeth 
and the PE Chess Club . 
There wi l:L be s pecial book 
prizes . 

as they have in scrumhal f 
Kenny Ball who \vas pr edom­
inant despite mild concussion. 
The bal l at times seemed to 
make slow progress i n get~ 
ting to the wings ~ nd this 
on occasions led t o unt idi-
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